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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY

prime example of having to revisit and relearn the Parshios

we first were taught in childhood is the Petirah of Sarah

Imeinu. We learned of Avraham's supreme wm m~on to
sacrifice his beloved son along with his lifelong battle against all of
the Avoda Zaras in the world-with Zerizus, early in the morning,
without anyone helping him (Rashi 22:3 from Pesachim 4a). The
Medrash (BR'R 56:4 etc.) teaches us of the underhanded efforts
of the Satan to prevent the Akeidah from happening -trying both
Avraham and Yitzchak to no avail. Yitzchak telling Avraham to
tie him tightly because nmyn wmn , the chutzpah of the living is
to stay alive even against Hashem's will (BR"R 56:8, Tanchuma
Vayera 23) and I don't want to flinch and thereby disqualify the
Korban. They were not to be deterred, their Ahavas Hashem
removed them from the realm of logic (Rashi 22:3). Beyond lofty
Madreigos!

On the other hand, we find (21:12) Sarah Imeinu called superior
to Avraham in matters of nx111 (Tanchuma Shemos 1) based
on m5pa ynw mw 7> RN WK I, the seemingly superfluous n5pa
referring to her "prophetic voice" (Maharsha to Megillah 14a).
Despite that elevated station, the Satan was able to provoke her to
a level of lethal distress and anguish. My youthful impression was
somehow tainted-although never spoken, still lurking in the back
of my mind-with disappointment, short of our expectations. To
my great delight, the Robono Shel Olam directed me to the Ksav
Sofer who opened my eyes-wnn wry axm .

What happened to Sarah after hearing of the Akeidah, very
much authenticated her Madreigah of holiness. Hearing what
had happened, Sarah immediately recognized the enormity of
the "Nisayon", the Zechus of which we live by until today. We
try and invoke that Zechus daily, saying the nmpyn nwan and
the accompanying Tefillas in the Karbonos of Shacharis. Sarah
realized the Akeidah as the ultimate test, conclusively vouching
for Avraham and his descendents being the own oy. Her anguish,
up to the level of qwn1 531, was that SHE HAD NO SHARE IN
THAT NISAYON and that is why nnnwi nma. Her own search
for Kirvas Elokim was so intense that missing this Nisayon broke
her heart. Gone were those childish thoughts, replaced by a new
commitment to find ways to elevate ourselves to greater heights
taught to us by Sarah Imeinu.

There are even two Ma'amorim in Chazal that seem to support
the Ksav Sofers inspiring understanding. The Tanchuma (Vayeira
23) says that when the Satan appeared to Sarah, he appeared nnTa
pryr , disguised as Yitzchak telling her the story of the Akeidah.
Yitzchak was alive and talking to her, she could not have been
mourning his death!
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The Pirkei D'Reb Eliezer (32) relates the story that Sarah sobbed
three times and then died. Therefore, on Rosh Hashanah we
sound the Shofar three times (of how we blow omaw- see Rada"l)
to mimic those three sobs. Chazal (Rosh Hashanah 16a) advise
us to do what we can to invoke Akeidas Yitzchak including using
a rams horn etc. We want those Zechusim. If Sarah's death was
a shortcoming on her part, why would we want to simulate that
when we blow Shofar? If her cries are a testament to her greatness,
that's a Zechus for all of us on the 1 o1 .

The Baalei Musar alerted us to one of life's great secrets. The
Mishna (Avos2:5) warned us; Ton yaxn oy Xb-in order to be a
seriously good Jew one must have a level of sophistication of
thought. The mystery of how to balance our insatiable side-both
in Ruchnius and Gashmius-of always wanting more, with the
ability to appreciate and fully recognize what we have and our
accomplishments. Not to fall into the trap of wanting the 200
so much that the 100 we have is depreciated into nothing. The
character of man is determined by what he is reaching for-and
how he tries to achieve it. These Parshiyas have a phrase that is
used to describe the search, the quest as per each person. The
phrase is; X1 vry nx xwn . This does not mean simply to see but it
means to lift up ones eyes to search, to pursue. It is used (13:10)
when Lot searches for money, and it is used (18:1) when Avraham
searches for guests. It is used again (24:63) when Yitzchak
searches for Eliezer to bring his wife and again (24:64) when
Rivka searches to find her husband. The most captivating one to
me is (22:13) after Avraham is told to desist with the Akeidah and
given a full fledged endorsement of heavenly admiration for his
Yiras Shamayim it says; X vry nx omax xwn and he saw the »x
-born at creation and meant to last until the end of time. What
was he still LOOKING for? SEARCHING for? Most of us, me for
sure, having received such a divine approval rating, would take
the rest of the month off. But not oimax , even after all that, there
is still another rung on the ladder that I want to reach for.

Our lesson from both Avraham and Sarah who forged Klal
Yisroel's DNA, is to be o'wpan , to search-WITH b>w for the next
achievable level, to become 73 *wpan.

May we all be Zocheh.
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MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the leadership of Rav Chaim Zev Levitan and is dedicated to oider Bais Medrash bochurim who have

chosen to pursue the path of Zevulon while rooted in the tents of Yis
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B"h they have had great siyata d'shmaya in enabling these bochurim to shteig and face the

world as real Bnei Torah. Rav Levitan’s reputation in the chinuch field and his warm and caring personality have led to the tremendous hatzlocho of this wonderful mosod.
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A good old age — naIv nawa

There was a man living in the United States who was distant from Torah
and mitzvos and he raised his son the same way. When his son grew
up, he sent him away to college. One day in college, the son saw his
friend put these strange black ‘boxes’ on his head and arm. The boy
asked his friend, ‘What are these black boxes?’ The friend replied that
he too did not know much about them, but this he did know, that these
‘boxes’ are called Tefillin and every Jew puts them on every day, and if
he wanted to know more about them he should go to a certain Rabbi
who would explain more about them. The boy went to that Rabbi and
he received an explanation that ignited his soul. Slowly, slowly he came
closer to Judaism until he decided to leave college and go to a yeshiva.
Some time later, his father asked him, ‘I noticed over time that your
entire nature changed for the better and | want to know what caused
this?’ The son told his father everything, he did not hold back anything.
After a while, the father told his son: ‘I see that every evening you are
studying a book and your faces literally lights up from studying. | too
want to study this book.” The book was a Gemara.
The son began to learn Gemara with his father, but the father found it
difficult to comprehend the Gemara, and over the course of a year they
finished one daf [a double-sided page] of Gemara. The father wanted
to make a siyum, but the boy did not know if this was appropriate to
make a siyum over one page of Gemara. He went to seek advice from
HaGaon Rebbe Moshe Feinstein ztvk”l. R” Moshe told him, ‘Definitely!”
and he added that he wanted to participate in the siyum.
They arranged a large seudas siyum and R’ Moshe joined them. The
next day the father did not wake up from his bed, he returned his soul
to his Creator. At the levayah [funeral], R" Moshe eulogized him and
called out in a loud voice the words of the Gemara (Avodah Zarah 10b):
‘There is one who acquires his portion in the World to Come in one
hour’ and | say, added R’ Moshe, ‘There is one who acquires his portion
in the World to Come with one daf of Gemara.’
The Torah says about Avraham Avinu (25:8) that he died at a good old
age, 'I"2 7xynwM pnx' INIK N2'' — ‘His sons Yitzchak and Yishmael
buried him (25:9). Rashi teaches that ‘from here we see that Yishmael
repented, and let Yitzchak walk ahead of him’. The main facet of
Teshuva that we learn here is good character. When a person changes
his traits, he does complete Teshuva as we see as the narrative
continues (25:17) 'viat' — ‘and he expired’ and Rashi says, ‘Expiring is
only mentioned regarding the righteous.

—Tiv HaTorah — Chayei Sarah
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‘Open a gate for us when the gate is closing’

A prominent man in Eretz Yisroel called me when he found
out from Moreinu HaRav that | am in charge of ‘Tiv
HaHashgacha’, and he even gave him my cell phone number.
He wanted to publicize a hashgacha story that had just
happened: “I was asked by relatives to approach a famous
man living abroad for a nice donation for an organization that
was going through a difficult time. Personally, | cringed
because | was about to ask him for financial help to publish a
sefer and it was not nice to ask for my relative’s organization
and also ask for the sefer.
| debated it a lot and | decided to forego what | wanted and to
help the organization that was in dire straits, and so |
approached him.
At that moment | was in the holy environs of Meron near
Rebbe Shimon after not being here for a while. | took a key to
one of the private rooms above the kever where | could sit
alone, by myself. Just then my printer called me asking for the
funding as my sefer was waiting to be printed. But | knew that
I had committed myself to ask for the organization and | did
not know where to turn as | do not usually ask for money.
| ended the conversation not knowing what to do to get help.
While | was still contemplating the dilemma, there was a
knock on the door, and it was no other than the man | was
supposed to approach, who was looking for a clean place to
rest for a bit. Of course | let him in. A short time later we tried
to leave, and | heard him try to open the door, but the door
was locked and would not open. | began singing ‘Open a gate
for us when the gate is closing’ and the door opened.
| told him: “With a little patience, but in the end the door
opened.” He said: “l don’t know if patience helps, but | heard
you daven, and the door opened!!!”
Now | realized that Hashem had brought him from abroad to
Meron and caused him to choose this room. | told him about
this amazing hashgacha and about the sefer that was about to
go to print, about the kabbalah of Rebbe Shimon. He was very
touched, and he agreed about the hashgacha and offered to
donate a nice amount to publish the sefer.
The Tzaddik concluded, that when one helps another he never
loses out.
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M7 nown' 'n'a’
‘Only to Hashem alone’
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Let it be that the maiden to whom I shall say, ‘Please tip your jug
that | may drink,” and who replies, ‘Drink, and | will even water
your camels,” her will You have chosen for Your servant, for
Yitzchak, and may | know through her that You have done
kindness with my master. (24:14)
Rashi explains: Her will You have chosen — she is fitting for him, in
that she will perform acts of kindness, and she is worthy to enter
the household of Avraham. The meaning of 'mnaIn' is you have
selected, to clearly demonstrate.
True Kindness — nnX 7 10N
Eliezer, the servant of Avraham, left on the long and arduous
journey to find an appropriate wife for Yitzchak Avinu, to establish
the chosen nation and continue the legacy of Avraham Avinu.
He set conditions that would show him that she was worthy. He
thought to himself: ‘If | ask her to revive me with a little water and
she gives it to me and even waters the camels, it is a sign that she
is the designated bride of Yitzchak. This is the type of girl Avraham
wanted for his son Yitzchak.
And so, when he came to the well, he waited to see how things
would play out. Rivka came and approached the well to fill her
pitcher with water, Eliezer saw that the water rose up to meet her.
Still, he did not know if this was proof to bring her into Avraham’s
house. It was only once he approached her and said (24:17),
Ton D' VYN X1 AR'NAN' — ‘Let me sip, please, a little water from
your jug.” But she said (24:18), "1 nnW¥' — ‘Drink, my lord’ and
the Midrash explains (Bereishis Rabbah 60:6): He asked her for
one swallow, and Rivka supplied all that he needed. Not only that,
but after he finished drinking, she added (24:19), 37127 pa "Mxn!'
"ANWUKX — ‘I will draw water even for your camels’, as requested it
was fulfilled. Right then (24:20) ynI npwn 98 N1 Wwni nnnl'
"I"'7M2 737 ARWNI ARWY XN 7R TIV — ‘So she hurried and emptied
her jug into the trough and kept running to the well to draw water,
and she drew for all his camels’. Then he realized that she was
indeed fitting for the house of Avraham Avinu and to be the
mother of all of Klal Yisrael.
We must understand the depth of his intent and what Eliezer saw
from this incident and the exceptional righteousness and kindness
of Rivka. True, she performed a great act of kindness, but just
because she gave him a drink of water, he saw that she was the
one for Yitzchak, more than the miracle of the water rising up to
meet her.

All her actions were for the sake of heaven — n'nw nw"% n'wyn 7
However, ‘living creatures’, including the camels, do not know
how to show gratitude and they also do not realize the benefit
that is done for them, as it states in the navi (Yeshaya 1:3): yT"
"I"7p2 012X NINNI 1INAIR MY — ‘An ox knows its owner and a donkey
its master’s trough’. These two animals were specifically
mentioned because they know their masters, but this is not so
with other creatures. When Eliezer, the servant of Avraham, asked
for a little water, common courtesy dictates that she give him to
drink because he will be indebted to her and he will show her
gratitude and recognize her deeds and most likely this is why she
did it.

But then she said: ‘I will draw water even for your camels’, she will
not receive anything from them in exchange. Then it becomes clear
that even when she him something to drink it was just an act of
kindness. She showed the same intention when she gave Eliezer to
drink, even though he was a ‘person’ and he knew to praise and
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show gratitude. This showed that she was fit for Yitzchak as she was
part of the kindness of Avraham [chesed shel Avraham].
We find the same thing with the righteous of the world who show
pity for the living creatures that wander near their homes. They say,
‘These are creatures of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and just as we are
commanded to be kind to people, so too we are obligated to be kind
to the other creatures. | remember my father zt”l, even when he laid
on his deathbed, he did not stop worrying about giving water to
animals. This trait came to them because their intentions were to
fulfill the mitzvos of the Creator, and if this is so, then there is no
difference between helping another person who can return the favor
to being kind to a creature who has no intellect. This is the level of
‘chesed shel emes’ — true kindness.
While on the topic, there were Tzaddikim who would not kill even
ants or other bugs, as mentioned by the Arizal (Sha’ar HaMitzvos
Parashas Noach): ‘My teacher was so careful not to kill any insect
even the smallest ones like fleas, lice or flies, even if they were
pestering him. They went so far as to extend to anything that grows
and if a fruit fell to the ground, they would hurry to pick it up so it
would not be disgraced, for even these are the handiwork of
HaKadosh Baruch Hu. Of course honored people who were created in
the image of G-d, only because they were created in His image, and
not to receive any benefit.
This was in order to teach all future generations that the mitzvah of
chesed — kindness — must be done not to expect a reward, it must be
done as if one were putting on Tefillin. When one performs other
mitzvos he does not expect to be remunerated from others, he only
does it to fulfill the mitzvos of his Creator. So too regarding the
mitzvah of chesed, despite it being a mitzvah that benefits others,
still, one must do it only for the sake of fulfilling Hashem’s command.
Gratitude —21Vn N7dN
There are many people who say that they anticipate being repaid for
their good deeds since there is an obligation on the recipient to be
grateful, and not because he is looking for a large reward. A person
should be concerned that people are fulfilling the mitzvos of Hashem
for the right reasons. That is, we should choose to do chesed even
though we are not expecting anything in exchange. This is a sign that
it is done for the sake of Heaven. But, if one expects a ‘thank you’
and if he does not get it this breaks his heart, then this is not
complete chesed.
Not only this, but most of the time gratitude is shown when one has
received a benefit, and as soon as one realizes that there is nothing in
it for him, he is not grateful. We see that wealthy people are honored
only when they are rich, but if they should lose their money, then no
one pays attention to them. This demonstrates that it is not gratitude
towards them, rather, they want to be connected to the money and
they honor him only as long as he has it. The recipient need not be
grateful, and he must recognize the boundary between true gratitude
and thinking about personal benefit.
In truth, to whom must we show gratitude? To the ‘Creator
Yisbarach’ as we see as the narrative continues (24:26-27) when
Eliezer saw that he was successful, that Rivka came from Avraham’s
family, "n%7 innwt w'xn TP — ‘So the man bowed low and
prostrated himself to Hashem’ WX DnNax 1TX 217X "N N2 mxye
'"1TN DYN INNAXI IToN ATV X7 — ‘He said, “Blessed is Hashem, G-d of
my master Avraham, Who has not withheld His kindness and truth
from my master’, he did not attribute it at all to flesh and blood, he
only thanked ‘Ribono shel Olam’ Who does all.
Hashem should help us do everything truly for the sake of Heaven
without ulterior motives and bring satisfaction to our father in
Heaven.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Chayei Sarah 5780
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“He looked up and saw, and behold, camels were approaching”

Yitzchak Avinu Who Sacrificed His Life for Torah She’b’al Peh
Subdued the Klipah of Bavel Where Talmud Bavli Was Revealed

In this week’s parsha, parshas Chayei Sarah, it is fitting
that we examine the phenomenon of the camels. Surprisingly,
they are mentioned over and over again throughout Eliezer’s
quest to find an appropriate wife for Yitzchak Avinu, to
perpetuate the lineage of the entire house of Yisrael. As
Eliezer sets out on this mission, assigned to him by his master,
Avraham, the passuk informs us (Bereishis 24, 10): wayn np»”
"I PATIR 210 91 9 1R Yonan oovna mawy—the slave took
ten camels from his master’s camels and departed, with
all the bounty of his master in his hand.

We know that Avraham Avinu held Eliezer in high esteem.
He says of him (ibid. 15, 2): "y Y& pwn= X1 onea pwn ja—and
the steward of my house is Eliezer of Damascus. Rashi cites
the elucidation in the Gemara (Yoma 28b) regarding the term
"wwn1": They expounded the term as an abbreviation for
"mpwnt mv1r—he would learn (draw from) and teach (give
to drink) from the Torah of his master to others. Further
praise of Eliezer is found in Rashi’s comment on another
passuk (ibid. 24, 42). There, Rashi cites the Midrash: The
conversation of the slaves of the Avos is more pleasing
to the Omnipresent than the Torah of their descendants.
Hence, it stands to reason that if the Torah records that Eliezer
took “ten of his master’s camels,” it is significant, and it
behooves us to comprehend Eliezer’s profound intent.

The importance Eliezer attributes to the matter of the
camels is evident from his prayer to Hashem. He requests a
sign to know that he has succeeded in his quest. Even there,
he mentions the camels (ibid. 14): »un mPox A0IR MWK apan
731 PrIey 772y Anow IR, APWR TR B NY 1NRRT ANYRT T R
SR @y ton newy °5 yaR Let it be that the maiden to whom
I shall say, “Please tip your jug so I may drink,” and who
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replies, “Drink, and I will even water your camels,” she will
be the one You have chosen for Your servant, for Yitzchak.
May I know through her that You have performed a chesed
for my master.

Subsequently, when Lavan invites Eliezer to be his guest—
to complete the betrothal of his sister, Rivkah—the camels are
mentioned several more times (ibid. 30):

AT WINTT TR R12 L INIR 070 DY DTN NN 1 AR IRt

91730 YDANT YIS YR b 1na K13 968 L pyn By ovaan by ity

N12DNAT 130 1N DTRAT MRS NYan WIRD N13Y .ovma mipmt nean
Yoy

Upon seeing the nose-ring and the bracelets on his
sister’s hands... he came to the man; and, behold, he was
standing beside the camels by the well. He said, “Come, O
blessed of Hashem! Why should you stand outside when
I have cleared the house and a place for the camels?”
So, the man came into the house, and he unmuzzled the
camels; he gave the camels straw and feed.

After his successful mission, on Eliezer’s return from
Charan, the Torah records the divine encounter between
Yitzchak Avinu and Rivkah Imeinu. Once again, the camels
occupy a central place in the narrative (ibid. 61):

NN LWIRT MR 5N pYvnaan by maasant enmyn pan opnt

729 RWNT.0°R2 2Y91Ra 72T 8921 19 KW 29 n1aY Twa meb pne

o WINT YR Tayn DR RN Snhan byn Hiant pree R RN ey nx
JOONNT NIPNT MTAT TR KT T2V MR ANRAEY 1Twa Tt

Then Rivkah arose with her maidens; they rode upon
the camels and followed the man . .. Yitzchak went out
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to converse (meditate/pray) in the field towards evening
and he looked up and saw, and behold, camels were
approaching. Rivkah looked up, and she saw Yitzchak;
she let herself down from the camel. She said to the slave,
“Who is that man walking in the field toward us?” The
slave replied, “He is my master.” She then took the veil
and covered herself.

It should be obvious to any intelligent person, who
believes wholeheartedly that there are no superfluous
words or letters in the Torah, that it is no mere coincidence
that the Torah mentions the camels repeatedly with regards
to the union of Yitzchak Avinu and Rivkah Imeinu. Clearly,
their repeated mention is deeply significant and deserves
clarification. Therefore, we will explain the matter with the
help of several vital introductions. May Hashem guide us on
the path of truth!

The First Beis HaMikdash Represents Torah
She’b’chsav while the Second Beis HaMikdash
Represents Torah She’b’al Peh

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by
introducing a fundamental principle concerning the three
Batei HaMikdash from the teachings of the Kedushas Levi
(Chanukah). He teaches us that the first Beis HaMikdash
corresponded to Torah she’b’chsav; the second Beis
HaMikdash corresponded to Torah she’b’al peh; the third
Beis HaMikdash, that will be built shortly in our times, will
encompass both.

This principle is also taught by the Sefas Emes (Purim
5638). Referring to the Gemara (Yoma 9b), he adds that this
is why Chazal teach us that the first Beis HaMikdash was
destroyed because of the three cardinal sins; whereas the
second Beis HaMikdash was destroyed because of “sin’as
chinam”—baseless hatred.

Let us explain. The three cardinal sins—avodah zarah,
sexualimmorality and murder—are mentioned and prohibited
by Torah she’b’chsav. Hence, because they transgressed them,
the first Beis HaMikdash, representing Torah she’b’chsav,
was destroyed. Torah she’b’al peh, on the other hand, is
acquired through dialectic and in-depth study with others.
In the words of the Gemara (Berachos 63b): nupa minm pxw”
"m11ana XyR—the Torah is only acquired in groups. “Sin’as

Shvilei Pinches

chinam” disrupts and prevents learning in groups. Hence, the
second Beis HaMikdash, representing Torah she’b’al peh, was
destroyed on account of “sin’as chinam.” Nevertheless, it is
incumbent upon us to explain the connections between the
first Beis HaMikdash and Torah she’b’chsav and between the
second Beis HaMikdash and Torah she’b’al peh.

Now, this vital principle learned from the Kedushas Levi
is also discussed by the great Rabbi Tzaddok HaKohen in Pri
Tzaddik (Bechukosai 11). He explains that during the times of
the first Beis HaMikdash, everything was conducted via Torah
she’b’chsav. The prophecies of the neviim—representing
the words of HKB”H—and the Ketuvim—written during the
period of the first Beis HaMikdash—both are part of Torah
she’b’chsav. In the words of the Gemara (Shabbas 88a): 72"
"Rnoon 1RIR 21 Rmna—blessed is the Merciful One, Who
gave us the Torah comprised of three parts. Rashi explains

that this is a reference to Torah, Neviim and Ketuvim.

During the period of the second Beis HaMikdash, however,
prophecy ceased. The Gemara (Yoma 21b) explains that “ruach
hakodesh” was absent during the times of the second Beis
HaMikdash. According to Rashi, this means that the neviim
no longer possessed “ruach hakodesh.” Hence, the Members
of the Great Assembly—the Anshei Kenesses HaGedolah—
functioned in place of the neviim. They illuminated the world
for Yisrael with the immense light of Torah she’b’al peh. All
of the decrees and safeguards of Torah she’b’al peh were
implemented by the Anshei Kenesses HaGedolah. Therefore,
during the period of the second Bayis, life was conducted
based on Torah she’b’al peh.

The Three-ply Cord: The Maharal of Prague
the Kedushas Levi and the Chasam Sofer

It gives me great pleasure to inform our royal audience that
this concept of the Kedushas Levi’s coincides magnificently
with a wonderful insight presented by the Chasam Sofer, zy”a,
in Toras Moshe (Vayeira). He asserts that the ordeal of Akeidas
Yitzchak could be categorized as Torah she’b’chsav vis-a-vis
Avraham Avinu. After all, he received the directive directly from
HKB”H (Bereishis 22, 2): 751 prigs nX nan qws 770 nX 722 N8 X1 1”7
"7y aw mbym mmn yaR YR fv—please take your son, your
only one, whom you love—Yitzchak—and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him up there as an olah-offering...
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In contrast, the ordeal of the Akeidah could be categorized
as Torah she'b'al peh vis-a-vis Yitzchak Avinu. After all, he
did not receive the directive directly from HKB"H but rather
from his father, Avraham, who related it to him in the name of
Hashem. Nevertheless, he accepted his father’s directive, who
was anaviand emissary of Hashem. As such, we can categorize
Yitzchak’s role as a willingness to sacrifice his life for the
sake of Torah she’b’al peh—the teachings and guidelines
implemented by Torah scholars in every generation.

Additionally, we have learned in the Gemara (Pesachim 88a):

PR N3 HR 1A R i 109 ,1MnK1 03 ooy 10 29007 Nn”

LFINTY 5 973 B9 AN WK 9ANIY 90 13 215w DNaRD KRY L apye

INTPW 3PP KON, TTWA MWD PR RO TRRIY, 1T 13 21IN0W PN N
SR M3 NI DIPRN OW AR RO 8K na

What is the meaning of the passuk (Yeshayah 2, 3):
“Many nations will go and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the
Mountain of Hashem, to the House ("n*2") of the G-d of
Yaakov ...”? Why specifically the G-d of Yaakov and not
the G-d of Avraham and Yitzchak? Not like Avraham, who
called it a “mountain,” as it says (Bereishis 22, 14): “As it
is said this day, on the mountain Hashem will be seen.”
Not like Yitzchak, who called it a “field,” as it says (ibid.
24, 63): “Yitzchak went out to converse in the field.” But
rather like Yaakov, who called it a “house,” as it says (ibid.
28, 19): “He called the name of that place House of G-d
(Beis El).”

In his sefer on Maseches Avos, Derech Chaim (5, 4), the
Maharal explains that the three Batei HaMikdash are in the
merit of the three Avos, respectively. The first Beis HaMikdash
was in the merit of Avraham Avinu, who called it a mountain.
The second Beis HaMikdash was in the merit of Yitzchak
Avinu, who called it a field. The third Beis HaMikdash will be
in the merit of Yaakov Avinu, who called it a house.

We can now combine the teachings of the Maharal, the
Chasam Sofer and the Kedushas Levi very nicely. In the merit
of Avraham Avinu, who withstood the ordeal of the Akeidah on
Har HaMoriah, the site of the Mikdash, as an example of Torah
she’b’chsayv, the first Beis HaMikdash was erected on that site
corresponding to Torah she’b’chsav. In the merit of Yitzchak
Avinu, who withstood the ordeal of the Akeidah at the site of

Shvilei Pincles

the Mikdash, as an example of Torah she’b’al peh, the second
Beis HaMikdash was erected on that site corresponding to
Torah she’b’al peh. Thus, we have a sacred, irrefutable, three-
ply cord; the teachings of the Maharal, the Kedushas Levi and
the Chasam Sofer intertwine magnificently.

The Incredible Revelation of Torah She’b’al Peh
during the Galus in Bavel

Following this delightful path, we will proceed to address
the matter of the camels, which are mentioned so many
times in conjunction with Eliezer’s mission. As we know, the
incredible revelation of Talmud Bavli, an integral part of Torah
she’b’al peh, occurred during the galus in Bavel. It contains
all the clarifications of halachos related to Torah she’b’al peh.
Expounding on the passuk (Eichah 3, 6), the Gemara states
(Sanhedrin 24a): mr /177 °37 AR oY nRD 13w DOWRNS”
"oaa by mrmvn—“He has placed me in darkness like the
eternally dead.” Rabbi Yirmiyah said: This alludes to the
Talmud of Bavel.

Along these lines, Rabbi Tzaddok HaKohen, zy”a, writes
in Pri Tzaddik (Shemos 10): Galus Bavel was a preparation
for Torah she’b’al peh, as they said (Shabbas 145b): “Those
of Yaakov who come will take root.” (Yeshayah 27, 6) This
refers to the Torah scholars of Bavel, who make buds and
blossoms for the Torah. In this regard, Scripture states
(ibid.): “And they will fill the face of the earth with fruit.”
For, Torah will spread from there to the entire world.
Similarly, all of the exiles are aimed at disseminating
Torah she’b’al peh; for, galus Bavel encompasses all of the
exiles.

We will now share the illuminating words the Pri Tzaddik
writes in the name of his mentor, the Rav from Ishbitza,
zy”a, author of the Mei HaShiluach. He discusses the elation
experienced by Yechezkel HaNavi when Yisrael were exiled
to Bavel; because he knew that Torah she’b’al peh would be
revealed there. Here is what he writes:

I heard from my holy master and teacher, ztz"], that
when they were exiled to Bavel, they all went forlornly
and dispirited with the exception of Yechezkel; he
was ecstatic. That is because Yechezkel sensed the
illumination of kedushah that HKB”H would shine upon
Yisrael in Bavel —more so than when they dwelled on their
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own land. Thus, it happened that things were revealed to
Yechezkel that were not revealed to any other navi or seer
...Indeed, there in Bavel, began the dissemination of the
teachings of Torah she’b’al peh . .. It all originated from
the Anshei Kenesses HaGedolah, who were in Bavel.

Now, we are familiar with the words of the wisest of all
men (Koheles 7, 14): "m'phxa nwy mr nawy o nx or'—G-d
has made the one in accordance with the other. There is
a parallel nature to creation; G-d created all things with an
equal and opposite counterpart. Accordingly, it is clear that
the klipah of Bavel is the counterpart and opposite of Torah
she’b’al peh. Yet, the Torah scholars of that generation in
Bavel succeeded in subduing the klipah of Bavel through the
study and revelation of Torah she’b’al peh.

We can now explain why HKB”H orchestrated the
revelation of Torah she’b’al peh during the galus in Bavel. We
learned from the Kedushas Levi that the first Beis HaMikdash
corresponded to Torah she’b’chsav; whereas the second Beis
HaMikdash corresponded to Torah she’b’al peh. Therefore,
HKB”H arranged for Nevuchadnetzar, the King of Bavel, who
destroyed the first Beis HaMikdash, to exile Yisrael to Bavel.
For, there, in exile, HKB”H instituted the remedy in advance of
the ailment. He revealed Torah she’b’al peh to Yisrael in Bavel
in preparation for the building of the second Beis HaMikdash,
corresponding to Torah she’b’al peh.

Eliezer Took Ten Camels to Subjugate
the Full Force of the Klipah of Bavel

We now have cause to rejoice, for we can begin to
comprehend Eliezer’'s profound intent. As we learned
above, he took ten of his master’s camels with him on his
mission to find a wife for Yitzchak. According to the Midrash
Tanchuma (Shemini 8), the four impure animals mentioned
in parshas Shemini—the camel, rabbit (hyrax), hare and
pig—correspond to the four exiles—Bavel, Madai, Greece
and Edom. Specifically: “The camel represents Bavel, as it
states (Tehillim 137, 8): 711 nx 9% abwrw »wR 11w Yas nay
"1y nvnaw—O violated daughter of Bavel, praiseworthy is
he who repays you in accordance with the manner that
you treated us. [Translator’s note: The passuk cited employs
the phrase "nynaw 19my, which alludes to the Hebrew word for
camel, “gamal.”]

Shvilei Pinclhes

With this understanding, we can provide a very nice
explanation for the song of the camel in Perek Shirah (5):
The camel says (Yirmiyah 25, 30): “Hashem roars from on
high and sends out His voice from His holy abode; He is
roaring over His lodging.” Let us suggest an explanation.
Since Nevuchadnetzar, the King of Bavel, destroyed the
Beis HaMikdash, the ministering angel of Bavel, the klipah
of the camel, expresses its grief for causing HKB"H to roar,
bemoaning the churban.

Now, we learn in the Gemara (Berachos 21b): =3% Y»”
"awyn mna K RS awrrpav—all matters of kedushah shall
be performed with no less than ten. So, just as the structure
of kedushah is composed of ten forces; correspondingly, the
klipah is composed of ten forces. This is why HKB”H visited
ten plagues—“eser makkos”—upon the Egyptians. Thus, He
subdued the ten forces of the klipah of Mitzrayim. Accordingly,
the klipah of Bavel, the camel, is comprised of ten camels.

Next, we will apply an important principle from the
commentary of the Ramban in parshas Lech Lecha (Bereishis
12, 6). He teaches us that prior to any miracle, a symbolic
gesture must first be performed by mankind; man’s gesture
down below triggers the miracle from above. Here is the
pertinent excerpt: UX 17ram fonm RXN TWRD 1970y N7Ta Y5 00 P
TYYR QORI WY 1991, 278 Y3 Yy nnvpnn avnan onn et Yy
smixiaaz Know that all decisions of the guardian angels,
when they proceed from a potential decree to a symbolic
act, the decree will be effected in any case. It is for this
reason that the prophets often perform some act in

conjunction with the prophecies.

Therefore, when Eliezer embarked on his quest to find an
appropriate wife for Yitzchak Avinu to perpetuate the holy
lineage of the house of Yisrael—with the knowledge from
the teachings of his master that the second Beis HaMikdash,
corresponding to Torah she’b’al peh, would exist in the merit
of Yitzchak’s act of self-sacrifice at the Akeidah, characteristic
of Torah she’b’al peh—he began by performing a symbolic
gesture. He took ten of his master’s camels to ride upon and
transport all the bounty of Avraham. Riding atop the camels
symbolized their subjugation to the supremacy of the body of
kedushah. Thus, he performed a symbolic gesture related to
galus Bavel. By subduing the ten camels comprising the body
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of the klipah of Bavel beneath the body of kedushah, they were
transformed into vessels promoting the future revelation of
Torah she’b’al peh.

Lavan HaArami Introduced
Aramaic into the Torah

Following this line of reasoning, we will continue our
sacred journey, with G-d’s help, by explaining the vital role
played by Rivkah Imeinu, the “bashert” of Yitzchak Avinu,
in the revelation of Torah she’b’al peh. As we’ve learned,
Yitzchak Avinu’s role in the Akeidah was an example of Torah
she’b’al peh. It is evident that most of Torah she’b’al peh is
written in Aramaic—the Talmud Bavli, Talmud Yerushalmi,
Targum Onkelos, Targum YoNasan and the Zohar hakadosh.
It is apparent, therefore, as we are taught by the Arizal, that
Torah she’b’al peh was concealed within the klipah. In fact,
it was concealed within the domain of Lavan HaArami who
spoke Aramaic. Yaakov Avinu, however, liberated it from the
klipah when he fled and escaped from Lavan.

Let us review the events as chronicled by the Torah. After
Yaakov Avinu fled from Charan with his entire household, he
was pursued by Lavan. Although Lavan caught up with them,
he was prevented from doing them any harm, because HKB”H
appeared to him in a dream and cautioned him (ibid. 31, 24):
"ym Ty 2100 3Py oy 131N Ja 7Y nwn’—beware lest you speak
with Yaakov either good or bad. So, Lavan appealed to Yaakov
(ibid. 44): "q2231 2293 7P’ 211 IANT 2R 1973 1IN0 19T NPT —S0, NOW,
come, let us enter into a covenant, I and you, and He shall
be a witness between me and you. Yaakov agreed to enter
into a covenant with him (ibid. 46): m2ax 1pY PRxY apy? AR
RT7 3P RATTY 720 127 17 K9P, 7an DY ow 19aR DA 1wy oraas e
»1ywa 'v—And Yaakov said to his brethren (Rashi: referring
to his children), “Gather stones!” So, they took stones and
made a mound, and they ate there on the mound. Lavan
called it Yigar Sahaduta, but Yaakov called it Galeid.

We find the following in the Yalkut Shimoni (Yirmiyah 10,
286): 1xnw Topa aYp nmaR 1wy n YR o 12 YR 221 st
JRATTW 720 717IN2 7120 1Y PRI UapnY 2951521 2RI 1INS 210
SR TonY BPTw o 11571 093IN53 01 11MRNn 275 noNeais Rabbi
Shmuel bar Nachmeini said: Do not view the Aramaic
language lightly; for, we find it written in the Torah, in the
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Neviim and in the Ketuvim, indicating that HKB”H treats
it with respect. In the Torabh, it says “Yigar Sahaduta.” In
Neviim, it says (Yirmiyah 10, 11): “Tell them this (these
words appear in Aramaic).” In Ketuvim, it says (Daniel 2, 4):
“The Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic.” Thus, we
learn something very surprising. We know from the Pesach
Haggadah that Lavan HaArami was truly wicked. So much so
that the author of the Haggadah says of him: =21ppY wi»a 1abr
"oom nk—and Lavan intended to destroy everything. Yet,
it was orchestrated from above that the Aramaic language
was introduced into Torah she’b’chsav—demonstrating its
importance—specifically through him.

We find an explanation for this surprising phenomenon
in the incredible teachings of the Arizal, in Sefer HaLikutim
(Vayeitzei 31). With these Aramaic words, Lavan HaArami
was alluding to Onkelos, the convert who descended from
him. Onkelos translated the entire Torah into Aramaic,
thereby rectifying the sparks of kedushah concealed in the
Aramaic language.

Let us explain the significance of this phenomenon as it
pertains to our current discussion. After HKB”H cautioned
Lavan in a dream not to dare harm Yaakov, Lavan was
compelled to capitulate to the body of kedushah. As a result,
he agreed to transmit to Yaakov Avinu the sparks of kedushah
inherent in the Aramaic language—the predominant language
of Torah she’b’al peh.

We can now comprehend the deeper significance of the
ten camels Eliezer took from Avraham in order to retrieve
Rivkah. On the one hand, he extracted Rivkah Imeinu, our
holy Matriarch, from the tumah of Lavan’s house. In similar
fashion, he performed a symbolic gesture to extract the
Aramaic language from Lavan’s house. After all, Yitzchak
and Rivkah were destined to give birth to Yaakov Avinu. As
we have just learned, by entering into a covenant with Lavan
HaArami, he succeeded in liberating the sparks of kedushah
inherent in Aramaic with the utterance “Yigar Sahaduta.”

Rivkah and Her Maidens Rode on the Camels
to Subjugate the Klipah of Bavel

Approaching the end of this majestic journey, we will now
focus on the pesukim depicting the divine encounter between
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Yitzchak Avinu and Rivkah Imeinu: “Then Rivkah arose
with her maidens; they rode upon the camels”—they
subdued the klipah of Bavel with the ten camels they rode
upon. “Yitzchak went out to converse in the field towards
evening”—he went to pray for the second Beis HaMikdash
that he referred to as a field. “He looked up and saw, and
behold, camels were approaching”—he saw the camels that
his soul-mate, Rivkah, was riding upon to subjugate the klipah
of Bavel through the incredible revelation of Torah she’b’al
peh in Bavel. Then he understood that his prayers had been
answered. HKB”H had provided him with a wife that would
assist him in overcoming the klipah of Bavel, in preparation
for the building of the second Beis HaMikdash.

“Rivkah looked up, and she saw Yitzchak; she let
Rashi comments: She saw
that he was magnificent, and she was astonished by him.
“She let herself down to the ground,” as it is rendered by

herself down from the camel.”

Targum Onkelos, she inclined herself toward the earth.
Now, the passuk actually says: "»nant byn Y1mmon1'. The simple
translation suggests that she was so startled by Yitzchak’s

\!f
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appearance that she fell off of the camel. So, what prompted

Targum Onkelos to offer a very different interpretation?

In keeping with our current discussion, we can suggest
the following. Upon seeing Yitzchak praying for the second
Beis HaMikdash, Rivkah was moved by the magnificence
and grandeur of his kedushah, a reflection of Torah she’b’al
peh. She perceived that he would subdue Bavel’s klipah of
the camel; in that merit, the second Beis HaMikdash would
be built, corresponding to Torah she’b’al peh. Therefore, “she
let herself down from the camel,” because she realized that
it was no longer necessary for her to subdue the klipah of the
camel. “She said to the slave, ‘Who is that man walking in
the field toward us?’”—who possesses the power to subdue
Bavel’s klipah of the camel. “The slave replied, ‘He is my
master.”” Thatis Yitzchak, who was willing to sacrifice his life
at the Akeidah, in honor of Torah she’b’al peh. “She then took
the veil and covered herself”—prepared to be his wife and

to assist him in his sacred service and mission.
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck
he Torah describes in detail Eliezer’s mission to find a wife for
I Yitzchok. The story is repeated to teach us the lesson that: Omar
Rav Acho, Yofo Sichoson Shel Avdei Avos Lifnei Hamokom Yoiser
Mitoroson Shel Bonim. The manner in which the servants of our
Avos speak is more important than the Halachos of their children. The
Akeida explains this statement in a manner that we can all apply in our daily
lives.

The Torah teaches us hundreds of lessons. Those lessons, in one aspect,
are incomplete. We have been taught those lessons in a vacuum without
guidance as to how to react when they are in conflict. There are several
exceptions and | believe they are taught to remind us that we must “dig
deeper” to understand which Mitzvohs have precedence over others.
Hashem’s Mitzvohs override Kibud Av V’eim and Shabbos overrides the
building of the Bais Hamikdosh.

Listening to how Eliezer spoke to Lovon teaches us how to apply all that we
have learned. That is the message of Godol Shemushon Yoser Milimudom,
which is why Yehoshua, who more than anyone else saw how Moshe
Rabbeinu applied the Torah, was chosen as their next leader.

This is why the Torah cannot be exclusively learned from Seforim but must
be discussed with Rabbeim to understand how, when, and to what degree
those Halochos and Eitzos can be applied. Not only is it important to
learn from Rabbeim but it is important to find the Kankan Yoshon, the aged
jug of wine, not the younger ones. Contrary to how some people think,
that age makes people disconnected, they alone, through their experience
and interaction with their Rabbeim understand how to apply the Torah to
today’s times.

The Torah’s Perspective On Physical and Mental Health PART 3/3

ust as our Chachomim take people’s physical health very seriously, they

take people’s emotional health just as seriously, even more than most

people do. They understand that making an unhealthy decision, especially

when that is followed by additional unhealthy decisions, causes a person's
state of mind to change. People can begin to embrace illogical, destructive
behaviors, believing that those thoughts and behaviors are the direct path to
achieving success.

Emotional health, just like money, is an asset. And, like
money, it is a finite asset of which every person is given a
different amount. Some people save it up for when it is
needed most. Others spend it but do so wisely. Others
simply throw it away.

The Torah considers people’s emotional health
to be an asset, one which they are expected to
protect just as they protect their money. But, when the two assets
are simultaneously at risk, they are expected, because of their
commitment to Torah and their common sense, to protect their
emotional health at the expense of their money. This is contrary
to how many people act, where for the sake of money they sacrifice their
emotional health, which is an asset of greater value.

Most people profess to understand the need to be emotionally healthy.
Nevertheless, these same people do not incorporate their emotional health
in their decision making process. When making decisions, | will ask myself,
“If I do this, will it make me unhappy, stressed, or frustrated?”” This question

"The Torah considers
peapla's emotional health
to be an asset, one which
t[w17 Are zx‘?ectec{ to
Pratact... "

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

does not deny the fact that my responsibilities may indeed override my need
to protect my Yishuv Hadaas. Nevertheless, this question must be asked
when anyone makes personal decisions.

Treating emotional health as an asset is discussed by Reb Moshe, who writes
that just as people do not have to spend more than one-fifth of their assets
to fulfill a Mitzvas Asei, such as to purchase Tefillin, people
are not responsible to fulfill certain Mitzvohs if it will
“cost” them a significant amount of their emotional
health.

For example, without considering who is to blame, the
relationship between parents and children, including
married ones, is sometimes toxic. Each interaction
causes one or all involved to become confused, angry,
and possibly depressed. Such a state of mind may cause
them, even if only for a short period of time, to become unable to continue
their responsibilities as a spouse or parent. Such circumstances may absolve
people from their responsibility of Kibud Av V’eim. In all circumstances,
children must still act with respect and allow their parents to retain their
dignity. (A Rav should be consulted before acting as described).

The nature of many people, even those who acknowledge the importance of
this issue, is to downplay its significance in "real-time". They do so particularly
when something else is in direct conflict with the issue of emotional health.
As | have mentioned in the past, many people cannot differentiate between
what is truly important and what is only important to them. | have observed
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several times where people will discharge themselves from the hospital a
few days before Yom Tov against the advice of their doctors and their Rav.
They could not fathom that their health, whether physical or emotional, is
truly important, and as impossible as it sounds, they believe that Yom Tov is
important only to them.

There is a large list of personal priorities that clash with those of the Torah.
People will withhold therapeutic treatment for one child (where treatment
would be important) so that the other child can more easily find a Shidduch
(which is important only to them). | have seen parents ask the victim of family
abuse to leave the house while the perpetrator stays home (supporting the
victim and responding to the perpetrator is truly important) because the
victim |) makes parents feel guilty; and 2) his/her actions make the family
look bad to family and friends (which, again, is important only to them).

Our Chachomim offer advice on how to deal with children and others who
are emotionally fragile. Their advice often seems to be oversimplified. In
truth, their advice is given with the hope that it will be embraced at the early
stages when, instead of oversimplifying, it is common sense. Reb Moshe,
(O.C. volume 4 Siman 47) in response to a question of how to deal with a
depressed daughter, answers that the parents should always show her love
and to make sure never to look unhappy in front of the girl. The girl may
certainly need medication and other forms of intervention. But, they will not
help if the girl does not feel that she is in a safe environment.

Despite our Chachomim placing significant emphasis on people’s health, they
also understand how emotional health is attached to their Ruchnius. This
relationship deserves discussion.

First, it is important to mention that despite the relationship between people’s
emotional and Ruchnius health, | have been advised by several Gedolim that
emotional health should first be dealt with even if it requires ignoring the
person's adherence to Mitzvohs. (This is another example of something that

is truly important versus what is important to people.)

Despite the order in which people should approach those in need of
emotional help, people cannot be considered healthy if their Neshama is not
healthy. At Areivim, the initial steps that are taken are exclusively focused on
emotional health. Nevertheless, each step is tailored to allow, and possibly
prepare for, the future Ruchnius growth of that same person.

Therefore, those helping teenagers and adults are not permitted to “feed”
them with concepts that run counter to Torah values. This does not mean
that people cannot place people at ease in regard to their responsibilities
towards the Torah. Knowing the difference between the two is challenging.
Here are two examples.

I) People can never say that a Mitzvoh is not important. What they can say is
that at this stage this Mitzvoh is not what the focus should be on. If they ask
again, | would repeat that, “This is not today’s challenge so let’s do what we
have to do now.” Never will | say that a Mitzvoh is not inherently important.

2) Many times people complain, sometimes correctly, that a Rebbi mistreated
them. It is not wrong, and it is even right, to acknowledge that a person
perceived as a religious leader can not only make a mistake but that he can
even be bad. Nevertheless, as is the truth, you cannot allow them to equate
the individual’s behavior with the religion itself. The underlying message must
be that religious people do bad things not because they are religious but
despite being so.

In conclusion, people’s bodies, minds, and souls are not exclusively theirs.
They all belong to Hashem. As a result, we are responsible to take care
of each of them, in the correct order. It may be difficult to recognize the
correct order. This makes us responsible to learn the Torah and to ask our
Chachomim what to do in the complex situations we face throughout our
lives.

Story from "Torah Tavlin™ By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman

side from the horrendous loss of life the second world war dealt our
A people, another disastrous effect of the Holocaust was, for a large

portion of survivors, their loss of faith. After what they had been

through, they became disenchanted and threw off any semblance of
their Jewish past and their lineage. One such man survived the second world
war in body; but not in spirit. He was “angry” with G-d and vowed to shake off
anything to do with religion. After some time in a DP camp, he boarded a ship
that brought him to New York and he resettled in the Crown Heights section
of Brooklyn. He soon married a similarly disenchanted woman and started a
family. They had a son who was the apple of their eye, but they were careful
to raise him without anything resembling Yahadus; no Bris Milah; no Shabbos;
no Torah!

The child grew up with only the slightest awareness of his religion. As it
happened, he married a Jewish woman, but there was absolutely nothing even
remotely religious about their existence. Just as his father had done to him,
he carefully and intentionally instilled a dislike for religion in his children, and
wouldn’t even celebrate Jewish holidays. It worked for all of his sons - except
one.To his displeasure and chagrin, he failed with one child; the boy became a
Baal Teshuvah!

Although living in very different worlds, the repentant son remained close
to his non-religious father and other than religion there really was nothing that
separated them.And so, when the young man called his dad to inform him of
the happy news that he was engaged to be married and he wanted his father
to attend his “chasuna,” he was shocked by his father’s very hostile reaction.*|
have no interest in your religious ceremony! In fact, it pains me. My son, | love
you and would do anything you ask of me, but | cannot attend your religious
‘chasuna’ - it simply conflicts with everything | stand for!”

The son took a few moments to digest this information. But then he seized
the moment. “Okay, Dad, so don’t come to my chasuna, if it bothers you so
much. But when you say you will do anything else | ask of you ... do you really
mean it?”

“Yes, anything. If | can physically do it - leave out the religious mumbo jumbo
- | will do it for you. | give you my word.”

0'119 [N"0...N1ON NN

The son didn’t hesitate.“Okay, Dad. If that’s the case, then the one thing | ask
of you is that you have a circumcision!”

A circumcision! The father was shocked. A bris milah was something he
always avoided for it was the quintessential sign of a Jew, the one thing he
disliked most. On the other hand, he had given his word to his son to physically
perform anything he asked. At first he said no, but after quite a bit of arguing
back and forth, in the end, he agreed and underwent the procedure.

It seemed that the bris had an immediate effect on his psyche for a few days
later, while still recuperating from the difficult surgery, he began to reconsider
his decision not to attend his son’s religious ceremony. He would come for a
short time, he told himself, definitely not long enough to be influenced by those
religious fanatics.

Sure enough, at the wedding, the father was so impressed by the enthusiasm
of his son’s friends, that he found himself dancing up a storm and just couldn’t
pull himself away! At one point, a man who turned out to be the caterer,
approached the father and said, “Sir, | am so inspired by your simcha and
countenance that | wish to present you with a gift, something which is very
precious; a dollar bill blessed by the Lubavitcher Rebbe, R® Menachem Mendel
Schneerson ZT”L”

The father looked at the man and then at the bill, and suddenly, he turned
white! A moment later, he fell down to the floor in a dead faint! When he came
to, the first words he uttered were, “THAT’S MY BILL!” And then, he fainted
again.

When he was fully revived, he explained. “As a teenager growing up in
Crown Heights, | once went with a few of my public school buddies on a
Sunday morning to an old man who just gives out dollar bills. We stood on
line giddily watching as the bearded man handed out dollar after dollar.When
my turn arrived, he handed me a bill which | greedily took and moved on. But
suddenly, he called me back and asked me if | had a circumcision. | told him no,
and upon hearing my answer, he proceeded to take back my dollar. Cryptically
he proclaimed, ‘When you have your bris, | will give you back your dollar’”

The father shook his head in wonder.“Well, | just had my bris last week, and
now all these years later, | see that the rabbi sure did keep his word!”
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

Parshas Chayei Sarah: Tehillim 45 - “"Good” Marriage

David Gurwitz

Everyone davens for a “good” marriage - for themselves, for their children, and for all of Klal Yisroel.

The analysis of Parshas Chayei Sarah and its relation to kappitel 45 of Tehillim, based on the Rodelheim Siddur, and
enlightened according to the wisdom of Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/, provides us with a framework to help
see the “good” in marriage.

In this regard, I would like to add, at the end, an amazing insight, brought from the Baal Shem Tov and some
talmidim of the Baal Shem Tov, as articulated by Rabbi Moshe Weinberger, that sheds some additional ability to see
and appreciate the pursuit of “good” in marriage.

Rav Hirsch describes Tehillim 45 as an ode in honor of the marriage of a king and queen.
Let’'s see where Parshas Chayei Sarah and Tehillim 45 juxtapose.

First, the parsha describes the shlichus of Eliezer to find Rivkah for Yitzchok, and serves as the guidepost for many
aspects of marriage. As pointed out in Parshas Va’eschanon, the gematria of Yitzchok and Rivkah is chosson kallah.

Chazal tell us that making a shidduch is more “difficult” for Hashem, whatever that means, than splitting the sea.
The Vilna Gaon writes that we see Hashgachah Protis today largely from Hashem making shidduchim.

Second, the Medrash says that Tehillim 45, just like the parsha, discusses rejection and then acceptance, and also
has several references to our glorious ancestors.

Avrohom Avinu was rejected and later accepted. Rav Avigdor Miller zt”/ says that the tower was built to counter
Avrohom’s message of Hashem’s oneness and the faith that all of “nature” works based on unending chessed. Dovid
Hamelech was not accepted, and was pursued, but became king. The same will hold true for Moshiach.

Third, this kappitel contains the famous expression, “Kol kevudah bas melech penimah - The king’s daughter’s total
glory is within.”

The parsha echoes this with an unusual mention. Per Rav Hirsch, it is the only place in Tanach where the age of a
woman is recorded, probably due to the tznius aspect of avoiding public life.

All these years of the life of Sarah, he says, were called “chayei Sarah,” since she lived in them, a good life, where
no day was unimportant, since she lived for Hashem and her husband Avrohom. She is rarely mentioned in the
Torah other than as aishes Avrohom.

It is interesting in this regard that Sarah (505), v’Avrohom (6, 248) is, with the kollel, begematria “leSheim
Shomayim.”

Fourth, this kappitel begins, “Lamnatzei’‘ach al shoshanim livnei Korach.” Then it says, “Rachush libi dovor tov - My
heart is stirred with a good theme.”

This point reinforces what the Chidah points out from the parsha that the gematria of "vayihyu chayei Sarah - And it
was Sarah's lifetime”, equals the gematria of "kulan heim shavin letovah - they were all equal in their goodness."
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This focus on the “good” in marriage is echoed in the expression, “Motzah isha, motzah tov,” which appears in every
kesubah. Since there is also an expression from Mishlei, “Ki lekoch tov nosati lachem - For I have given you a good
teaching,” regarding Torah, we see why Chazal tell us that the word isha, which is begematria 306, is exactly
halfway between the letter Alef, representing Hashem, and the 611 value of Torah. The woman gets half the action
- and is an equal partner in the acquisition of Torah!

Fifth, let’s look at another connection here between the parsha and Tehillim 45: the value of using time properly.
We first see this through Sarah and Esther Hamalka. How? Shoshana is begematria Esther.

There is a famous Medrash, based on the opening lines of Parshas Chayei Sarah, which tells a story. Rabi Akiva was
teaching his talmidim, and he realized that many had fallen asleep. He wanted to awaken them, so he asked: How
could Esther reign over 127 kingdoms? He answered that she was a descendent of Sarah, who lived for 127 years.

The obvious challenge to that response is that Esther came from other people as well, and, in addition, other than
possible “coincidence,” what is the connection between the 127 kingdoms and Sarah's 127 years?

The Chiddushei Harim answers that Rabi Akiva wanted to awaken them to the subject of wasting time. If the 127
kingdoms are keneged the 127 years of Sarah's life, then if your day is a province, and every hour is a city, and
every minute is a village, we don't have any time to waste. The time devoted to directing proper time management
determines the result. Turn all moments into vehicles which seek to bring goodness, as a reflection of the reason,
according to the Ramchal, and as first recognized by Avrohom Avinu. Why did Hashem create the world? In order to
bestow goodness on his creatures.

How did Eliezer turn an 18-day trip into three hours? Rashi says it was kefitzas haderech, a shortening of the way.
The Baal Shem Tov and some talmidim of the Baal Shem Tov explain how we can learn to shorten the distance
between ourselves and our spouses.

There are many stories of the Baal Shem Tov travelling great distances in one day. There is a secret distance-
reducing formula. Avrohom Avinu taught it to Eliezer.

Let’s look at the pesukim involved, which show this secret formula.

The first posuk, “Ve’ashbi’'acha baHashem, Elokei hashomayim v’Eilokei ha’‘aretz.” The first letters of the last four
words contain the secret formula that Eliezer learned from Avrohom for success in speeding up time - kefitzas
haderech. We will soon see how.

In the second posuk (24:42), Eliezer, speaking with Lavan, explains to him the Hashgachah Protis of arriving so
quickly and finding Rivkah. Per Rav Hirsch, he left out all the worries in his description, so as not to appear
mistrustful. Even a rasha such as Lavan would not offer opposition to this series of events.

The posuk there says, “Vayavo hayom el ha’ayin - And I came this day to the well” - 18 days in 3 hours.
What is the rosh hateivah in each posuk? The letters Alef, Hey, Vov and Hey.

They form the Sheim Echaya of Hashem. This first appears in the first sentence in the Torah: Bereishis barah Elokim
eis hashomayim ve’eis ha‘aretz.

The gematria of Alef, Hey, Vov and Hey is 17, the same as that of...tov!
That is the formula for shrinking time: bridging heaven and earth.

The Vilna Gaon, in his commentary to Bereishis, explains that the word shomayim mentioned in the first posuk in
the Torah hints to all the spiritual worlds, while the word aretz (earth) hints to the entire physical universe. Only the
first verse of the Torah talks about the spiritual creation. Afterwards, he says, the Torah discusses the physical
world only.

To conclude, the posuk (24:10) states, “Kol tuv adonav beyado - He had all the best of his master in his hand.”
According to the Baal Shem Tov, Eliezer had tov - the secret formula of bridging distances between husband and
wife.

Being children of Avrohom and Sarah - begematria le’Sheim Shomayim - who were originally decreed to have no
children, means the following: We are all walking miracles, and we all have the power to shrink space and time if we
keep this formula in mind.
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Parashas Chayei Sarah
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Sarah’s lifetime was one hundred years, twenty years and seven
years. (23:1)

Rashi explains that the repetition of the word “years”
divides the life of Sarah Imeinu into three periods, each with its own
uniqueness. Each period, however, also shares a particular
characteristic with its predecessor. Thus, at one hundred, she was as
free of sin as a twenty-year old (a person does not suffer Heavenly
punishment until age twenty), and at twenty she maintained the
innocent, wholesome beauty of a seven-year-old. Rashi concludes,
Kulan shavin I'tovah; “All of her years were equal in goodness.” Our
Matriarch had a good life, in which each of her superior character
traits synchronised with one another to achieve the ultimate
goodness that one can experience in this world. (While at age one
hundred she maintained a sublime level of perfection as she
manifest at age twenty, and at age twenty she was as capable of
greatness as at age one hundred, however, to have been on a level
of achievement as at age twenty seems to be a bit of a stretch.)
What impact could Sarah have had at such a young age?

| came across a story that seems tailor-made to address
this question. It relates the impact that a young boy had on the life
of another boy that catapulted the beneficiary to such spiritual
elevation that otherwise could have ended in infamy.

A Rosh Yeshivah was lecturing to a class (either upper
elementary or early high school) that was comprised of a mixture of
students of various ages. (Quite often, students could be a few years
apart, based upon level of proficiency and availability of instructors.)
Every class has its one or two boys who — due to age, lack of parental
discipline, or personal factors which have yet to be addressed — do
not fit into the same discipline mode as the rest of the class. Thus, if
something out of the ordinary occurs in the room, one of the
students is usually the “address” to which the rebbe turns.
Sometimes, what takes place is so out of character (of class
discipline) that it is difficult to pinpoint the perpetrator. Today was
that day. During the Rosh Yeshivah’s shiur, lecture, on a particularly
difficult passage in the Gemorah, a paper plane came in for a landing
right on top of the Rosh Yeshivah’s Gemorah. Someone in the back
of the room had made a paper plane and tried his wings at the
expense of the Rosh Yeshivah’s shiur.

This was unmitigated chutzpah, audacity. Perhaps it might
take place in a primary school class, but during the Rosh Yeshivah’s
shiur? Absolutely unheard of. The Rosh Yeshivah took a few minutes
to settle his nerves. He attempted to restart the shiur, but was
unable to do so. Finally, he said, “The student who did this should
stand up and leave this room!” Nothing. The room was still. No one
rose from his seat. No one moved. The Rosh Yeshivah was known for
his patience, but, this time, it had worn thin: “I repeat. The student
who committed this act should immediately leave the room!” This
was serious business. The Rosh Yeshivah rarely raised his voice, and,
even when he did, it was to emphasise a Torah-related
thought/concept. This was too much for him to handle. Boys did not
fly paper airplanes in his classroom. He tried a third time, with
“feeling”: “Whoever committed this act must leave the room

1”

immediately!” This time, the Rosh Yeshivah’s voice was almost a
shout. A few moments passed in silence — until someone stood up
and began shuffling toward the door. Thirty pairs of eyes turned to
look at the source of the noise. It was none other than young
Nachman, a bright boy who was one of the youngest in the class.
Although this act was out of character for him, perhaps his youth
had gotten the better of him. Shame was written all over his face. He
clearly felt bad, as did his friends and the Rosh Yeshivah, who had
regarded young Nachman with special affection.

A few days passed. Nachman apologised; the Rosh Yeshivah
understood that boys will be boys, especially if they are much
younger than the others, and Nachman rejoined the class.

End of story? No, there is more.

Fast forward thirty years. After visiting various doctors and
taking a number of tests, a husband and father received the dread
news that he had feared from the very onset: He was gravely ill. He
had some measure of hope. A therapy had been recently discovered
and used successfully by a few physicians. There was, however, one
problem: It was extremely expensive, and this family was barely able
to make ends meet on a good day. Now, with their father and
primary wage-earner bedridden, the required funds were not simply
a hurdle; it was an impossibility.

When situations appear hopeless, however, the askanim,
community workers/brokers, who are guided by the chesed lodestar,
kick in and literally move heaven and earth to provide solutions for
the predicament confronting their Jewish brothers and sisters. From
full-time learners to part-time learners, from hourly workers to
business owners, everyone took to the streets and knocked on doors
in search of funds to help the young father who lay deathly ill: Mi
k’amcha Yisrael; “Who is like Your people, Yisrael?” Doors and
hearts opened; pocketbooks opened; money slowly started pouring
in to help this family.

One of the family members, a brother-in-law, took it upon
himself to visit an entire neighbourhood. Apartment to apartment,
door to door he went, explaining the reason that he (a distinguished
lay leader) was collecting money. A young father lay bedridden, his
family starving. Does one need a better reason? As he walked
through the shechunah, neighbourhood, a door opened, and
standing before him was a prominent young Rosh Yeshivah, a
charismatic educator who had literally impacted the lives of
hundreds of young men. He was a well-respected and admired Rosh
Yeshivah. “How can | help you?” he asked. The brother-in-law
explained that he was on a mission to raise sufficient funds, so that
his brother-in-law could receive treatment for the illness that was
ravaging his body. “My brother-in-law, Reb Nachman Galinsky, is in
dire straits. Without the money, he has no chance of receiving
treatment.”

“What did you say his name was? Reb Nachman! Oy, Reb
Nachman!” The Rosh Yeshivah began to raise his voice, “Oy, Reb
Nachman is illl Oy. | owe my life to Reb Nachman! Every bit of
ruchniyos, spirituality, that | have achieved, every bit of Torah that |
have studied, every talmid, student, that | have taught, is all due to
Reb Nachman. If not for him, | would probably not be frum,
observant. He gave me back my life. | owe him everything.”
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The Rosh Yeshivah began the story with which he had lived
(and probably had haunted him) for so many years. “I was a little
‘shticky’ (liked to fool around, did not always follow the rules, usually
as a result of immaturity), and, one day, in the middle of the Rosh
Yeshivah’s shiur, | let fly a paper airplane. | did not expect the Rosh
Yeshivah to react with hurt and then anger, but he did, and he would
not budge until the perpetrator announced himself and left the
classroom. It was different in those days. If a boy was not ensconced
in the protective environment of a yeshivah, he was a ripe candidate
for the secular Zionist movement that was captivating the country.
Kefirah, heresy, filled the streets, the cafes, the meeting places.
Everywhere, it was about living a life divorced from Torah. The new
deity was Nationalism/ Zionism/Communism/Socialism. | was not a
spiritually strong student. If | left the yeshivah, it would mean the
end of my Yiddishkeit. So, | remained still, quiet, ignoring the Rosh
Yeshivah’s three calls for the perpetrator to leave the shiur. At the
very last moment, as | was about to give myself up and say goodbye
to my religious commitment, little Nachman Galinsky arose from his
seat and left the room. He accepted the onus of guilt for what | had
done. My Yiddishkeit could now remain intact.

“It was at this moment that | realised that | had been
granted a new lease on my spiritual life. | began to learn with greater
passion and daven with more fervour; my acts of chesed and caring
for others meant much more to me now, because they were
personal. All of this was due to Nachman Galinsky. Do you know the
Z’chusim that he has? Every bit of Torah that | or my students have
learned is because of him. Oy, do | owe him!”

We now see how the actions of a young boy can resonate,
be remembered, and have an effect for decades.
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Sarah’s lifetime was one hundred years, twenty years and seven
years, the years of Sarah’s life. (23:1)

Rashi explains the seeming redundancy of shnei chayei
Sarah, the years of Sarah’s life, by asserting that kulam shavin
I'tovah, all of the years of Sarah Imeinu’s life were equal in their
goodness. This does not mean that Sarah did not experience
adversity in her life. Childless for ninety years is definitely not what
anyone would call “good.” Sarah, however, accepted whatever was
thrown at her as being the ratzon, will, of Hashem. Sarah had many
positive character traits and attributes, abiding commitment to
Hashem, which she instilled in our nation’s DNA. As the first
Matriarch, she is the Mother of our People. Yet we know little about
her life. We know that she was the life companion of Avraham Avinu,
who worked side by side with him to bring the world’s pagan
population under the wings of the Divine Presence. That she was
righteous is without doubt. Interestingly, the Torah does not allude
to any specific quality, especially one which would transform her life
to a life of tov, good. It was her attitude toward life that was
transforming. Why did the Torah not emphasise a unique attribute, a
manner of serving Hashem, that was specific to her?

| think the Torah does allude to a powerful life lesson
concerning Sarah. We revert back to Parashas Vayeira to see the
middah, attribute, that defined our Matriarch. When Sarah Imeinu
sought to send Yishmael away, Avraham was not happy. Yet Hashem
said to him, Kol asher tomar eilecha Sarah, shema b’kolah,
“Whatever Sarah tells you, heed her voice” (ibid 21:12). Horav
Shlomo, zl, m’Radomsk interprets this pasuk in a novel manner.
When Hashem instructed Avraham to listen to Sarah, He was doing
more than simply pointing him in the right direction. (Sarah’s
leadership was based upon her acute ability to see beyond the
superficial innocence of young Yishmael and his Egyptian mother.)

Hashem was intimating to Avraham the reason that Sarah was
spiritually above and beyond everyone else: Shema b’kolah. Every
word that emerged from her mouth, every sound that she uttered,
echoed Shema, the word/expression which denotes one’s overriding
commitment to kabbolas ole Malchus Shomayim, accepting the yoke
of the Heavenly monarchy upon herself. Whenever Sarah spoke, it
was no ordinary form of expression, since Shema Yisrael — the depth,
commitment and devotion represented by these words — was
apparent and emergent from her voice. Sarah lived for the Glory of
Heaven. Sarah reflected kabbolas ole Malchus Shomayim in her
every expression. Shema was always b’kolah. This was Hashem’s
beautiful tribute to our first Matriarch. She lived with mesiras
nefesh, self-sacrifice, guided by her desire to sanctify Hashem’s
Name.

The words that we speak, the things that we say, are
extraordinary manifestations of Divine Creation. Hashem created
Adam HaRishon in order that he express himself using the power
invested in him by Hashem when “He blew into his nostrils the
breath of life”, Vayipach b’apav nishmas chaim.” Targum Onkeles
writes: V’hava b’adam I'ruach m’malela; “And it was for a speaking
spirit in man.”) The power of speech is G-dly, because it contains
within it a component of the Divine. This is all the more reason for
maintaining the consecrated status of speech. Obviously, one who
protects his/her power of speech from spiritual contamination will
find special Heavenly favour.

Giveret Frieda Mendelson, H.Y.D. was one of the victims of
the Sbarro terrorist attack in Yerushalayim in the late summer of
2001. She rarely frequented a restaurant. It was just not her thing.
She devoted herself to setting up Torah classes for women,
specifically shiurim, classes, that addressed the ills of lashon hora,
evil/slanderous speech. On the day that she died a martyr’s death,
she had fasted in preparation for a test that had to be taken on an
empty stomach. Originally, she had planned to pack a sandwich
which she would eat after the test, but she had decided against it. If
she was hungry, she would pick something up. For some reason,
after the test, she decided to go to Sbarro’s for brunch.

Shortly before she left for the test, she had spoken with her
son (Rav Mendelson) and said something totally atypical, “I am
getting on in years, and | already see the end coming.” Her son
wondered why she would speak like that. “Ima, you're still a young
woman. There is no reason for you to worry. You have so much to
accomplish for the women in the shchunah, neighbourhood, who
rely on you for inspiration.”

She replied, “It is not as if | want to die. It is just that after
reading sefarim which address the period immediately following
death, | have become very fearful of chibut ha’kever, punishment of
the grave. (During the body’s decomposition in the grave, the soul is
aware of, and identifies with, the decomposition, which is very
painful to it. This is a painful and frightening period, especially for
those who have placed a premium on material and physical
pleasure.) Indeed, | pray constantly to Hashem that He spare me
from this pain. | ask that when my time comes, that | be taken
straight to my place in Gan Eden without having to suffer along the

”

way.

Understandably, this was not a usual conversation between
a healthy mother and son. She had no reason to give any thought to
an early demise — no more than for anybody else. She was in her
prime, healthy, active, inspiring, and spiritually impacting the lives of
others. Yet, she expressed to her son that her request of Hashem
was that her soul ascend to Gan Eden without having to “stop” along
the way.

Hashem listened to her request. The Rambam writes that
the neshamah, soul, of anyone who leaves this world al Kiddush
Hashem, who dies sanctifying Hashem’s Name, who dies because he
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or she is a Jew, ascends immediately to Gan Eden. Giveret
Mendelson’s last minute decision to eat at Sbarro’s was as surreal as
it was propitious, because now she would have her plea answered.
Her life was devoted to elevating Jewish speech through awareness
of the holiness of the Jewish tongue. Thus, when she made a
request of Hashem, He listened.

This, however, is not the end of the story. There is more.
On the day of the bombing, a woman who was not from the
shchunah came to the shul in Yerushalayim where Giveret
Mendelson davened. Her husband (Rav Mendelson) is the Gabbai
Roshi, Chief Sexton, of the shul in charge of seating and all daily shul
business. The woman asked Rav Mendelson to sell her a seat. He
explained that no seats were available. The shul was full. The woman
was obstinate. She must have a seat. When he saw that she was not
going away, Rav Mendelson, in an attempt to stall her, asked her to
select a seat. The woman walked through the women’s section
which seated a few hundred women. She walked from seat to seat,
looking, sitting, standing, until finally she stopped at a seat, and said,
“This one. | want this seat.” This was Giveret Mendelson’s seat
which had tragically become available that day.

Horav Elchanan Wasserman, zl, writes (Koveitz Shiurim,
Kesubos 208), “Whenever we find that the blessings or curses
uttered by tsaddikim, righteous Jews, are fulfilled, it is because the
word that emanates from a holy mouth/tongue achieves, even if
there is no kavanah, specific intention behind it (just an utterance).
It may be compared to the axe that is wielded without intention (on
the part of the axe). Likewise, man’s speech has incredible power
and validity behind it. One who has contaminated his speech
through inappropriate use, however, will wield an axe blade that is
rusty and dull. It has been weakened through improper use. This is
food for thought — or speech.

NITR NNY IIKRNI
She said, drink, my lord. (24:18)

Eliezer asked Rivkah (Imeinu) if she had water to spare. The
young girl’s actions, her outstanding chesed, kindness, in not only
providing for Eliezer, but also for his camels, indicated the type of
person she was. In addition, she did not tarry in carrying out his
request. As soon as Eliezer asked her for water, she immediately ran
to do his bidding. These two aspects of Rivkah’s character are
evident. Another one of her attributes is often overlooked, but
should be underscored: derech eretz, manners, respect, human
decency. This, explains Horav Yitzchak Yaakov Ruderman, zl, is to be
gleaned from the word adoni, my lord/master. Rivkah did not know
Eliezer, yet she addressed him with respect. This was probably the
way in which she spoke to everyone. Indeed, acting with derech
eretz is the foundation upon which our Torah stands. Regardless of
the person who stands before us, we must always address him or
her respectfully. Horav Chaim Ozer Grodzinsky, zI, Rav of Vilna and
pre-World War Il gadol ha’dor, pre-eminent leader of European
Torah Jewry, would greet and treat anyone who passed his door with
the utmost care and respect.

Derech eretz is similar to kavod Shomayim, the honour of
Heaven. When a person leaves this world, he is asked by the
Heavenly Tribune: “Did you engage in Torah study? Did you coronate
your Heavenly Father morning and evening? (Did you pray daily?);
did you coronate your friend in a satisfactory, pleasant manner? (In
other words, did you treat your friend with respect?) (Reishis
Chochmah Shaar Ha’Yiraah 12). Thus, we see that the way in which
we treat others follows naturally from the way in which we act
towards Hashem.

The Rosh Yeshivah cites a number of passages from Chazal
which stress the importance of derech eretz. He concludes with an
interesting observation in which he distinguishes between an adam
gadol, great man, and an adam hagun, decent and honest man. The
Midrash teaches that when the three angels (disguised as Arabs)
passed by Avraham’s tent, he immediately ran towards them to
invite them in to grace his home and feed them. Chazal (Bereishis
Rabbah 48:9) teach that Avraham mused to himself, “If | see that the
Shechinah waits for these men (Avraham was engaged in
conversation with Hashem, Who had appeared to him to visit him
during his recuperation from his bris milah. The Patriarch “excused”
himself to tend to the wayfarers.), then | know that they are an
adam gadol, great men. If | see them proffering respect to one
another, then | know that they are hagunim, decent and honest
men. Chazal intimate that being an adam gadol is insufficient. One
must achieve the level of hagun, integrity and decent; he must
possess and manifest positive, refined character traits in order to
define himself as a hagun.

Va’ani Tefillah

1PN T 1221p ynw
Shema koleinu, Hashem Elokeinu.
Hear our voices, Hashem, our G-d.

When one prays to Hashem, he should not provide a
shopping list of his “needs.” Just because he has convinced himself
of a need, it does not necessarily mean that it is valid. We ask for
wealth, because we have convinced ourselves of its benefit. Hashem
might not agree with our line of thinking. This idea applies to
everything which we have decided would be good for us. Therefore,
we issue our kol, voice, asking Hashem to provide us with what He
knows is good for us. We ask that He do what appears best in His
eyes.

The Chafetz Chaim, zl, compares this with the father who
instructs the grocery man to give his little son some candy, for which
he will reimburse him later. The grocery man, who is not endowed
with a surplus of brain power, fills the child’s pockets with an
enormous amount of candy. Now, the grocery man expects
payment. The father tells him, “Not only did you not use your head
to apportion him candy in accordance with his young age, you
expect me to pay you for your lack of thinking?” Any decent man
would side with the father. The grocery man should have used his
common sense.

The lesson is obvious: We ask Hashem to grant us what we
ask, not realising (or caring) that it might not be spiritually beneficial
for us. Life goes by, and we think that we are having a great time.
Then judgment day arrives, and we confront the stark reality that we
have been given too much candy. We then complain to Hashem,
“Why did You listen to my prayers? You knew that they would not
serve me well.” We must come to the realisation that Hashem

knows what is best for us.
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Kinder Torakhk..

Parashas Chaye Sara

”DJ

| Dedicated in Loving Memory of our Father — Sholom Ben Shlomo Meir — Mr. Stanley Weiner z"I — By his Daughter and Son-in-Law |

The Corridor

«
Flello, is this the Chaye Netzach engi-
neering firm?”
“Yes.”
“My name is Mr. Prozdor. | would like an
appointment with your top architect.”
“In connection to what, sir?”
“l just bought a piece of land, and would
like to build a house there.”
“The architect will have to come to the
site. How is Wednesday at 3:00?”
“Fine. Thank you.”

Wednesday arrives and Mr. Prozdor meets
the architect at the land site.

“Yes, Mr. Prozdor.
How can we help
you?”

“I would like to build
a nice big house on
this land. | would
also like the house to
have a nice sized
entrance corridor.”

“Let us measure the

plot and see how
much room you
have.”

They carefully

measure the lot
together.

“We can build a big
home on this land.
However, the
entrance corridor can
only be normal size. If
you want a big corri-
dor, we must make
the rooms of the
house smaller. The plot is too small for
both a big house and a big entrance. The
decision is yours.”

“What do you advise?”

“Everyone makes their sitting room as big as
possible. That is the room where you relax
with your family and entertain guests. The
entrance is just a corridor that you quickly
pass through on the way to the main room.
If you make the corridor big and the sitting
room small, you will be a laughing stock.
You made the main room small and the
unimportant room big.”

[CHC R SR

nis story is based upon a parable of the
Chofetz Chaim. The corridor is Olam
Hazzeh — the physical world in which we
currently live. The sitting room is Olam
Habba — the eternal spiritual world that
awaits us after we finish our work here.
Where shall we place our efforts? Which
room shall we make big and nice? The
one in which we will spend all of our
time. Why waste time beautifying the
corridor, a place that we only pass
through for a short time? Therefore, most

of a person’s efforts in this world should
be invested in preparing his home in the
next world. He need only invest minimal
effort in the corridor; enough to keep
him going. Anyone who does the oppo-
site should be a laughing stock.

ne sefer Lekach Tov relates this idea to
a verse in this week’s parasha. “l am a
stranger and a resident among you,” said
Avraham Avinu to the sons of Ches
(Bereshis 23:4). The Dubno Maggid asks,
“How can one be both a stranger and a
resident at the same time?” We find a
similar terminology in parashas Behar,
“For you are strangers and residents with
Me” (Vayikra 25:23). Our sages explain
that our living status
in this world deter-

mines our eternal
relationship with
Hashem. If we live

like strangers in this
world, treating it only
as a corridor to the
true world - Olam
Habbo - then
Hashem will reside
with us forever. We
will take our Torah
and mitzvos — our
main occupation in
this world — with us
into the next world
and enjoy them while
basking in the glow of
the Shechina (Divine

Presence). However,
if we consider
ourselves residents in
Olam Hazzeh,

spending very little
time on Torah and mitzvos, then we will
be strangers to The Almighty in the next
world. Therefore, it is worthwhile to be a
stranger here, in order to be a resident
over there.

Kinderlach . . .

A big beautiful home awaits you — one
with 613 rooms. You have your whole life
to work on furnishing that home. Every
time you do a mitzvah, you broaden that
room. A more careful, correct, and delib-
erate performance of the mitzvah will give
you a bigger, nicer room. Does anyone
want to live in a dark, dingy, small house
forever? Of course not! Therefore, spend
your time and effort in this world furnish-
ing your eternal mitzvah house in Olam
Habbo. Use the best quality materials and
labor — beautiful artisanship and design.
On the other hand, do not put any more
than the minimal effort into your tempo-
rary quarters here in Olam Hazzeh. They
are only short lived. May Hashem reward
all of your efforts with a big beautiful
palace — forever.

Greatness and
Humility

v

am an alien and a resident among
you” (Bereshis 23:4). What a strange
statement for Avraham Avinu to make!
Alien? Resident? This is not a very com-
plimentary self-description. He describes
himself as an outsider; one who has no
real right to be among the people. Was
this true? Not at all! The Bnei Ches them-
selves reply to Avraham’s statement by
calling him a Prince of G-d. Hashem Him-
self promised Avraham that he would
give this land to him and his descendants
forever. Therefore, he truly was a prince
in his own land. Why did Avraham Avinu
refer to himself as an alien and a resident?

ne Otzar HaMedrashim cites a
Medrash, which answers this question.
This is the way of tsaddikim. The Al-
mighty elevates them, and they humble
themselves. Hashem promised Avraham
Avinu and his descendants the land of
Canaan forever. Now he was searching
for a place to bury his dear wife. What
did he find? A piece of land for which he
had to pay dearly — 400 silver shekels!
Would he not be justified in complaining
to Hashem? Perhaps, but this is not the
way of tsaddikim. Avraham Avinu did
not complain. Even more so, he spoke to
Bnei Ches with deference. “I am an alien
and a resident among you.” What humil-
ity! Hashem treasures this trait. Therefore,
the Almighty replied by saying to Avra-
ham, “You lowered yourself. | swear by
your life (so to speak) that because of this
I will raise you up to be a ruler and a
prince among them.”

M learn three important lessons from
this Medrash. Firstly, tsaddikim are truly
great people. Secondly, they are also truly
humble. Thirdly, Hashem loves this humil-
ity, and rewards it by elevating the person.

Kinderlach . . .

We are all striving for greatness. We have
the examples of our Holy Forefathers to
guide us. They were outstanding in many
ways. One way is their humility. Although
they reached the highest heights, they
referred to themselves as ordinary people.
They ascribed all of their good qualities
and accomplishments to Hashem. What
an example for us! When we succeed in
our studies, our mitzvos, our middos, let us
all say, “Boruch Hashem!” He gave me
success. “Hodu Lashem Ri tov.” Thank
Hashem for He is good. All of the honor is
His. That is humility kinderlach. That is
true greatness.
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Life — A Work In Process

23'1 “mw aNn "W "n 1'an
"N Y DY YaYI MY DNYYI
hall
“And it was the life of Sarah, 120 years, and
seven years, the years of Sarah’s life.” The
Torah is telling us here about the end of
Sarah’s life on this world. Why does the Posuk
repeat at the end, “nw "n nw” — “The years of
Sarah’s life?”
The word, “nD"n” has two meanings.
One meaning is life versus death. The other
meaning is to be joyous and happy as opposed
to being sad. How could we say that Avrohom
Avinu was a 790, secondary, to Sarah Imeinu
in Ruach Hakodesh? Hakodosh Boruch Hu
spoke to Avrohom Avinu many times, while we
only see that Hakodosh Boruch Hu spoke to
Sarah once, “npny » X7 We need to
understand the difference between Nevuah
and Ruach Hakodesh. Ruach Hakodesh is
when one is on an exalted level of Ruchniyos,
and sees things from the upper worlds, and
understands what he sees, but Hakodosh
Boruch Hu does not speak to him. Then there
is Nevuah, which is a higher level, where
Hakodosh Boruch Hu actually speaks to the
person. Dovid Hamelech was Zoche to both of
these, as it says in Shmuel 2:23:2 “127 'T nN
11w'? 2y In'mi ,22” — “The spirit of Hashem spoke
through me; His word is upon my tongue.”
“7 NN refers to Ruach Hakodesh, while “in'n
w7 7v” refers to actual Nevuah, hearing the
words of Hashem. Avrohom Avinu was
greater than Sarah Imeinu in Nevuah, but in
Ruach Hakodesh, Sarah was greater. There
are two reasons for this: Being that Avrohom
was busy full time with matters of this world,
for he was a Nasi, and a leader, and was
constantly in touch with bringing people close
to Hashem. He was doing great and holy work,
Avodas Hakodesh, but he did not have much
time to be Misboded, to be alone and connect
himself as much with Hakodosh Boruch Hu, to
tap into the worlds above and have a high level
of Ruach Hakodesh. While Sarah was sitting
in her tent, with Kedusha and Taharah,
connecting herself to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.
Secondly, is that Ruach Hakodesh only comes
upon a person through Simcha Shel Mitzvah,
joy from Mitzvos. Bereishis Rabbah 41:2 —
Sarah said to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, “Ribbono
Shel Olam, Avrohom left Charan to journey to
the Land of Kna’an because of a Havtacha, a
promise, he received from You, however, I left
on Emunah, faith.” We know that even when
there is a Havtacha that something will
happen, Tzaddikim always fear that perhaps
they sinned, which would nullify the
Havtacha. That causes the Tzaddik to worry.
However, Sarah, did not have a Havtacha from
Hakodosh Boruch Hu. She lived on plain and
simple Emunah; she had no fear. There was
nothing to fear, for she had full faith that
Hakodosh Boruch Hu would do whatever
needed to be done. The result of these
differences between Avrohom and Sarah, is
that while Sarah was always completely
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satisfied and happy, Avrohom was at times
worried. Being that Sarah was always happy,
she had a greater connection to Ruach
Hakodesh; she had it more often. The Torah
is telling us here about Sarah, “nw "n 1y” —
the Loshon of n'n of joy — that all of the days
of her life, she was always joyous, and was
therefore inextricably attached to Ruchniyos.
(32T pnyn)

Why does the Posuk repeat at the
end, “nw 'n 1w?” The Torah is telling us that
Sarah Imeinu was Zoche to two sets of years,
years of Olam Hazeh and years of Olam
Habah. (an'n waTn)

Chazal tell us that the main purpose
for the creation of the world was because of
Yirah, as it says, “ nX173w NRI'N 72w — N'WRI
n'xw1.”  Therefore, a person must strive to
acquire this Midah, in order to fulfill the
Rotzon Hakodosh Boruch Hu. The way for one
to achieve this is by always paying attention
how in His infinite Chesed, Hakodosh Boruch
Hu is constantly giving life to every living
thing. Our lives are given over into His hands
with each and every breath we take, as it says
in Tehillim 150:6 “n-' 77nn nnwan 75” — “Let all
the souls praise Hashem” — should be
understood, that one must praise Hakodosh
Boruch Hu, “nn'wal nn'wa 75 7v” — for each and
every breath he takes. If Hakodosh Boruch Hu
did not infuse life within us for even a moment,
we would not be able to live. It says in
Nechemiah 9:6 “0'71> nx n'nn nnx1” — “And You
(Hashem) give life to everything” — the word,
“n'nn” is present tense, for He is giving life
every moment. When one focuses on the
Chesed Hakodosh Boruch Hu does for us,
every moment, giving us life, certainly he will
have fear and be very humbled in front of the
Majesty of the Ribbono Shel Olam. He will
recognize with complete Emunah that
everything he has, is, and will be, is all with
the great Chesed of the Ribbono Shel Olam.
Even when he is Chas V’sholom afflicted with
judgment and Tza’ar, he will recognize that
from Hakodosh Boruch Hu evil does not come
forth, and it is in truth good for him. By one
having this Emunah Shlaima, and recognizing
that the Midas Hadin is really a Midas
Hachesed, that itself changes the Midah of Din
into the Midah of Rachamim, as it says in
Bereishis Rabbah 73:3 that the Tzaddikim
change the Midas Hadin to Midas
Harachamim. One can only achieve this
recognition through learning Torah and
performing Mitzvos I’'shem Shomayim. By
truly connecting himself to Hakodosh Boruch
Hu through his Avodas Hashem, he will also
be able to see Hakodosh Boruch Hu in the
mundane physical matters of this world. As
Avrohom Avinu said in Bereishis 24:3 “'p7x '12
Yaxn 7781 0mwn” — The G-d of the heavens and
the G-d of the earth — Avrohom said, “'77x
pmwn” — that first one must contemplate His
Torah and Mitzvos, matters of the Heavens,
and then, “yaxn 778" — he will be able to
contemplate matters of the earth. It is
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through accomplishing both of these, that
Avrohom was able to come to the completion of
the Bechina of Yirah and Ahavah for
Hakodosh Boruch Hu. This is the great praise
the Torah is telling us here regarding Sarah
Imeinu. Sarah lived, “nw nxn” — these words
are the Gematria of “nX” — the first and last
letters of the Aleph Bais, representing that one
understands that everything begins and ends
with Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and that one
begins with matters of Shomayim, and then
comes to also see Hakodosh Boruch Hu in
every facet of Gashmiyos. Through Sarah
reaching that level, “mw nnwy” — twenty —
which is the letter > — this letter being bent
over represents the Midah of Hachna’ah to
Hakodosh Boruch Hu. This ultimately got her
to the level of “nw yaw” — where she brought
together the seven Middos from Above by her
performance of the seven Middos below. (na
|'v)

Why does the Posuk repeat at the
end, “w "n 2w” — “The years of Sarah’s life?”
Sarah was initially called, “w” with a Yud at
the end of her name. When she reached a high
level of Ruchniyos, her name was changed,
and the last letter of her name, the Yud, was
replaced with a Heh, and she became nnw. We
know that the name of a person is his essence,
and when one changes his name, he becomes
like a new being. One may have thought that
being that she had a name change, the years
prior to her name change are no longer
counted in her years, for it is like she is a
different person. The Torah comes to tell us
that this is not so, and the physical years of
Sarah Imeinu were also her spiritual years,
and they were all counted towards her years.
(7mn nnon)

Sarah Imeinu went through much in
her life. She was barren until she was ninety
years old. She needed to move numerous
times, and was taken by kings. Sarah did not
exactly have a tranquil life, yet the Torah tells
us that, “These were the years of her life.”
They were all the same — they were all good
years.

Sarah had complete Emunah and
Bitachon that everything was from Hakodosh
Boruch Hu, and He was looking out for her.
She needn’t worry about anything, for the
King of the world, the One in charge of
everything, was going to take good care of her.
Sarah increased her level of Ruchniyos, and
she was Zoche to have her name changed, to
be elevated, due to her exalted level of
Ruchniyos. Yet we still say that all of her
years were counted the same. The reason is
because her entire life was a work in process.
Her life was all about her Avodas Hashem, and
how it manifested itself at any given time.
Being that her entire life was all the same, her
focus on Avodas Hashem, the Torah stresses
to us that all of these years were the years of
her life. May we take a lesson from Sarah
Imeinu, and make all the years of our lives
count — all for Avodas Hashem.

mail.com Thank you, Y. Schechter
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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS CHAYEI SARA o"wn

THE LAST DAY AND THE RETROACTIVE MITZVAH UPGRADE

The Medrash says (Bereishis Rabba Noach 3) that Rabbe Akivah was giving a shiur to people who, because of their lack of interest,
were falling asleep. In order to awaken them so they would pay attention to his message, he asked the following question Why did
Queen Esther merit to rule over 127 lands? The answer is because she was the descendant of Sarah Imeinu who lived 127 years.
What was conveyed in Rabbe Akiva's words that stirred the listeners to be attentive to his derasha?

To answer this, the Chasam Sofer introduces a mind boggling thought that renews hope and inspiration to every Yid to help him
complete his mission in this world. The Medrash brings a passuk (Tehlilim 37,18) to serve as an interpretation to the first passuk of
our parsha, ¥y71° 7' "»° >N anonn o a0 (Tehillim 37,18) and comments awa 37w 20 T2 oW 00 that just as they

the on°nn were wholesome and complete, so too were their days. What message lies in these words of Chazal comparing

the shlaimus of these individuals with the shlaimus of their days?

The reality is that it is impossible for anyone to attain the level of being a tzaddik gamur for a great part of his lifetime. Spiritual
growth is a day to day, month to month, year to year process up until the one's last breath departs. Within one's lifetime he
experiences the hills and valleys of his personal spiritual birth, sometimes with failures that last more than just a day or two.

A Tikkun Hamidah, to correct and perfect a bad characteristic trait can take more than a few months and sometimes even years,
with a journey riddled with ups and downs. One can easily fall into despair by looking at his track record of successes and throw in
the towel. Even if an individual is persistent and remains in the arena of life's battles and challenges, the achievement

ofshlaimus can only be seen at the end of his allotted days. For all along his journey there were spiritual casualties and
shortcomings.

The infinite chesed and mercy of Hashem grants to the Yid that the madraigahof shlaimus that he reaches at the end of his life is
retroactively reckoned from the beginning of his lifetime. The reason being, that all the struggles and valleys of bechirah served as
stepping stones and rungs of the ladder for one to attain shlaimus and they are therefore calculated as such. Hashem sees one's past
through the lens of the shlaimus that he achieved at the end of his life.

The Chasam Sofer derives this incredible concept from the first passuk in theparsha. 17°1 »1 7w A%» 7w W 710 Y2V D0 10 0
7. From the birth of Sara Imeinu until the age of 90 she was called *w. At the year that she gave birth to Yitzchak, her name was
changed by Hashem to 17w (Bereishis 17,15). At the year 90 she reached a certain degree of spiritual shlaimus as Rashi points out
that the name 77w conveys prestige amongst the nations. In reality, only 37 years of her lifespan, the years that transpired with the
name of 77w, she achieved a milestone in ruchniyus. This is to what the passsuk alludes to in the words 171" > 77w that the life

of 7w was 1" which is gematriah 37. However, in Hashem's gracious calculations, imw lives 127 years of shliamus as

the passuk says *1w »n 77w and not *aw »n »w. This is the intention of Rashi who comments on these words *1w »r 77w that 1913 W
72102 all her 127 years we deemed equal with good years of shlaimus.

This is what he Medrash means by bringing the passuk of Tehillim to the beginning of our parsha. Just as the tzaddikim have reached
incredible levels of piety at the end of their days, so too all of their life is looked upon as if they were at this level of wholesome
spirituality. This is the meaning of the end of the Tehillim's passuk anbn11 095 om0 that their inheritance of reward will be reckoned
from 095 the beginning of their lives when they entered this world.

Now we can return to the Medrash and the story of Rabbe Akivah giving hisshiur. Many of the people who were dozing off was due
to either they didn't understand everything, or they forgot what they learned, leaving them to believe it seemed a waste of time.
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However, when they were told the concept of priwm o1% 1N that every positive bechirah one makes in the service of Hashem,
even though the result of such a bechira remains incomplete, nevertheless it will be automatically upgraded at the end according to
the spiritual level attained at that time. Sarah was gifted with an upgrade of 127 years of shlaimus. Rabbe Akivah was telling

the olam try your hardest and don't despair, for otherwise without even a small shaky investment, you will lose out on all the
upgrades of the future.

Now we can understand the juxtaposition of the Akaidah and the death of Sarah. The burial of Sarah was the first burial mentioned
in the Torah. Rav Hutner ztl explained that the reason it was the first to be described is because our emunah espouses the belief

in Techiyas Hamaisim the resurrection of the dead. At the Akaidah, Chazal tell us that Yitzchak's neshama left him but it was
returned by Hashem. That is the reason why the second beracha of ShemonehEsrai Techiyas Hamaisim corresponds to

Yitzchak. Sara Imeinu's burial is adjacent to the Akaidah to teach us that death is not an end but rather a means

for Techiyas Hamaisim. Those departed lying in their graves are only momentarily sleeping *1w°2 19y and are to be awoken

at Techiyas Hamaisim.

Another type of Techiyas Hamaisim is a spiritual one, not referring to a rashawho Chazal call a n» but rather it concerns

one's mitzvos. Many mitzvos that are not publicly deemed significant are called a n»n mx»n. Another mitzvah that is called a dead
mitzvah is tefillah without kavanah. The Shelah brings that it is said about such a type of tefillah 7550 872 7113 A0 %2 Wi — it is
likened to a body without a soul — dead. means fixing The sefarim write that those tefillos that were unworthy of coming before the
Kisay Hakavod remain in a waiting room for the appearance of that one tefillah that is with shlaimus and that alone is the one which
merits all those waiting tefillos to be accepted together with it. This is tantamount to Techiyas Hamaisim in mitvos.

As long as we fulfill mitzvos with the best of our ability and we continue to climb the ladder of ruchniyus, then they too will undergo
a Techiyas Hamaisimon our 01 111X, This concept as we mentioned above is derived from the opening passuk of our parasha as
explained by the Chasam Sofer. With our explanation we have now another reason of the juxtaposition of Sara Imainu'sdeath next
to the Akaidah. It is in order to send us the message not to give up trying to fulfill mitzvos even if they are far from perfect, since
there will be a Techiyas Hamaisim not only to our bodies but also to our mitzvos as well 212 Pnx.

In the sefer Otzar Hatorah, Rav Schlesinger adds to the Chasam Sofer an explanation in the eulogy of Aishes Chayil that Avraham
gave on Sarah. nY 777 7wI2% powm av? PR strength and beauty are her clothing and she rejoiced at the last day. That even though
Sarah was not on the lofty level most of her life as she reached at her last day on earth, nevertheless her entire life of serving
Hashem was measured according to her last day for every day was a lead up to her final madraigah on the o 17X, Sarah had what
to rejoice about.

This concept of the Chasam Sofer is alluded to in the passuk7%1 7' 7017 2 7NR 22N WOR 1wynd (Tehillim 62,13) You shower us
Hashem with chesed because You reward a person according to his deed. The word 7wy can also mean to grow (Devarim 22,12).
We can interpret this passuk to mean that Hashem demonstrates his chesed by rewarding us for everything we achieved

in ruchniyus by viewing all our avodah retroactively like yiwyn that he caused them to qualitatively grow more than they were
initially when he first fulfilled them. Their quality changes because of the 01 1N7nX. The passuk says (Tehillim 104,29) a01n N
W one receives additional spirit when he dies. This can be referring to the Chasam Sofer's novel interpretation that at the day of
death127 »n1"d7 one's merits are upgraded to the madraigah you are holding by then.

Spiritual growth is a long continuing process step by step and bechirah bybechirah. Even if one fails many times we must never stop
climbing the spiritual ladder rung by rung. Keep striving to make that perfect tefillah for it only takes one to release all of them who
are on call waiting. For it is at then 111X that there will be a retroactive upgrade of all one's generic avodasHashem now to be
stamped with the same madraigah that he ended on.
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The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel

Nachmani, was born in 5467
(1706/1707) into an illustrious
family with great Rabbinical
lineage. He studied the revealed and
concealed parts of the Torah by the
Torah greats of his day.

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa,
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was
recognized as a holy and pious
individual, as well as a tremendous
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah.
He passed away on the 6™ of Elul
5539 (1779).

His Seforim were named, Toldos
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the
Torah. In his introduction, he
explains that since his only son had
died during his lifetime, he wrote
his Seforim to perpetuate his own
memory after his passing.

The following is his passionate
request to learn his works.

“I implore of you with ten terms of
supplication to choose from my
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that
finds favor in your eyes, for your
learning will sooth my soul etc...
“This righteousness will stand by
you forever — to ‘eat’ in this world,
and be satiated in the next. In this
merit, Hashem will repay you with
children, health and sustenance.
“...and now my brothers and
friends etc. do a true kindness, and
with your eyes you will see children
and  grandchildren  surrounding
your table, houses filled with all
that is good, wealth and honor will
not cease from your children...”
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And Avraham was old, well on in years (21:17)

The Medrash relates (Bereishis Rabba 59:1), that R' Meir went to the town
called Mamla and he only saw black-haired people (young people); there were
no seniors who lived there. He asked the inhabitants of the town if perhaps they
were from the descendants of Eli Hakohen who were cursed to die at a young
age, which they confirmed. They begged R' Meir to pray on their behalf, for
although there was a decree that they should die young, nevertheless, the power
of prayer of such a righteous person could help nullify the decree partially. R'
Meir responded that if they wanted to reach mp, old age, they should engage in
tzedaka. This R' Meir based on a passuk in Mishlei (16:31) which says, the crown
of ripe old age can be attained through tzedaka. This is also learned from
Avraham Avinu about whom the passuk says taught his children to guard the
way of Hashem to do tzedaka (Bereishis 18:19) and Avraham Avinu merited
longevity as the passuk says, And Avraham was old etc.

The Zera Shimshon asks - how is Avraham Avinu a proof that tzedaka
would bring the inhabitants of Mamla to live to old age? Perhaps tzedaka only
helps when there is no decree? But since the residents of Mamla were
descendants of Eli Hakohen, it was decreed on them to die while in their youth?

As well, the passuk in Mishlei mentions 72w, ripe old age, which is even
older than mpt as the mishna in Avos says (5:26), sixty is the age of mpt and
seventy is the age of n>w. Why then did R' Meir tell the people of Mamla that
through tzedaka they will merit mp, old age, if the very passuk he used spoke
about living to 2w, ripe old age?

The Zera Shimshon explains that the reason why a person merits to live to
ripe old age by doing tzedaka is because the passuk says (Mishlei 10:2), tzedaka
saves from death. This automatically means a person who is involved in tzedaka
must live until sixty since dying before that age is classified as Kares. However,
even living until sixty does not really show that tzedaka added length to a
person's life since many people live until sixty. Therefore, the passuk says that
tzedaka is the way to live until 'ripe old age' - mw.

However, the descendants of Eli Hakohen died in their twenties, thus, for
them living until sixty - mp, is a clear indication that tzedaka lengthened their
lives. This is why although the passuk says that tzedaka brings 2w, ripe old age,
R' Meir told the residents of Mamla that it would bring them 31, old age.

Although the Zera Shimshon doesn't speak this out, it would seem that
the decree would not allow them to live to n2w in any case. Tzedaka would push
their lifespan to mpr.

The Zera Shimshon ends off that the main mitzva of tzedaka is giving it
without knowing who it is going to.
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The (English) Sefer, 'Zera Shimshon on the Torah' with an unprecedented biography on the

Zera Shimshon is available at Lulu.com or by calling 1844.212.0689 and ask for 'Zera

Shimshon on the Torah', ISBN 978-0-359-85606-0.

signup & dedications — zerashimshon@gmail.com
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Ramapost offers a weekly printed subscription to the following Divrei Torah:
Please fill out the online forrm at RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH to subscribe. We ask that
your free printed divrei torah be picked up every Friday at our Monsey (Rt 59) or Wesely Hills/Pomona location.
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Meoros Hatzadikkim  Sichat Hashavua Likutay Torah Oneg Shabbos Hitkashrut Ohr Chaim Torah
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Weekly Yahrzeits R’ Elimelech Biderman
(English) (English)
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM

info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601
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AD H E R E ! Send your artwork to mitzvos@ramapost.com to secure your ad space.

I  ROCKLAND TRANSFERS
_ ._ CAR SERVICE
we T e Years

Rabbi Daniel David Dahan, Sofer Stam N " OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Tel: 646 387 5683. Email: Sofersogood4(@gmail.com
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Mezuzot, and Megillot. = SAME DAY SERVICE ¢ g St ad R ELDER LAW MEDICAID PLANNING
o PROBATE ESTATE PLANNING

TRUST ADMINISTRATION SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
HALACHIC WILLS ASSET PROTECTION

Emanuel Haas, Esq Ari J. Zaltz, Esq

Reserve Online

www.RocklandTransfers.com H aas 65' Zaltz . L L P

Call / Text
845.425.3900 | INFO@HAASZALTZ.COM | WWW.HAASZALTZ.COM

(845) 288'8838 2 PERLMAN DRIVE | SUITE 301 | SPRING VALLEY, NY 10977
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ROSENBLUM

ARCHITECTURE
TODD ROSENBLUM @ rosenblumarchitecture.com T3 7/R1"I ﬂ’}}ﬂ 2
. 845.364.0337 9 200 East Eckerson Road g b OCKLAND P - TR e gt £
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FIRST/CLASS POMONA

LEASINMNG
ENTERPRISES CORP.
Custom Home Builders
845-354-0018

%
TELETEEH www.POMONAENTERPRISES.com
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS >>



