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2 Torah Wellsprings

Parshat Vaeira

The Ultimate Purpose - To Know Hashem

| ashem promised (6:6),but by yetzias Mitzrayim a
I m5a0 mmne oome nxnm New system was set in place,

'moNN DRTApm DonN nbym oy because many miracles
oo opow: M e oone occurred. This is because the
o rem oopd % oony nnpy Miracles of yetzias Mitzrayim

opbd, "l will take you out served a different purpose
from the suffering in compared to most miracles.
Mitzrayim, save you from the Usually, the purpose of a
slavery, redeem you with anmiracle is to save a Yid, or to
outstretched arm...take you asave Klal  Yisrael from

My nation, and be your G-d." oppressors and from those
who want to harm them. But

the purpose of the miracles of

The purpose of all of the

abovesls,z:rpsx N 3 z:n"yS-m yetzias Mitzrayimis to know
y y
DYISI> M230 ANND DIAR N7, S0 pashem, and  therefore  the

you will know that I am more miracles the better.
Hashem your G-d who took

you out of Mitzrayim." It states Yeshayah44:6), ax

, mans s pess, Ml am first and |
As the Sfas Emest(in ) am last” Reb Hershel of

writes, "We see that the reason, ;.\, | said that the first
for yetzias Mitzrayimis so it letters of these words spell

will be known that Hashem
s . Because the purpose of
took us out from . :
Mitzravim. " parashas sw is to bring
yim... awareness that "I am first and
Generally, Hashem performd am last" and everything
as few miracles as possiblehappens by Hashem's decree.

1. The next words of the pasuk are, opYx pPx *voam, "besides for Me
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Without emunah there m5w) teaches, "I heard from
wouldn’t beyetzias Mitzrayim [my teacher, the Baal Shem
In last week's parashah Tov ztl], when [Heaven]

Moshe Rabbeinu said towants to punish a person who
Hashem (5:22),00% nyn m®  deserves punishment, Heaven
nnmow b e, "Why did you  first takes away hisbitachon

do bad to this nation? Why didBecause as |Ong as one
you send me?" Moshe wasyelieves in Hashem and in

saying that now that thepaghgachah pratis nothing
slavery has become harder can harm him."

(they must gather straw on
their own) it is a challenge forSimiIarIy the Sfas Emes
the Jewish nation to believe in(Terumah wan) writes, "The

Hashem. ~Without emunah more one trusts in Hashem,

Mi : v did Mhe more good things will
ltzrayim, SO w y 1a-you happen to him. Bitachon
send me? : : .
itself brings great salvations
The Toldos WMishpatim nm to a person?

there is no god." The first letters of those words are x”x1, which are also
found in the word x3x1. This is because the purpose of parashas xax1, and
the miracles we study, is to know that Hashem leads the world and
"besides for Me there is no god."
2. Reb Mendel lives in Yerushalayim, and supports his large family by
dealing in antique sefarim. His primary hishtadlus, though, is his
bitachon and his tefillos. As the Ramchal (Derech Hashem 4:5) writes, "A
person should stand before Hashem Yisbarach, to ask all his needs and
to trust in Him. This is the first and the primary hishtadlus..."
On the night before his daughter's chasunah, Reb Mendel gathered his
family and told them that he needs twenty-five thousand dollars for the
night of the chasunah, and he didn't know how to get it. "But I'm not
worried. | trust in Hashem. Somehow, Hashem will help..."
While the family was still converged around him, Shimon, an antique dealer
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Differences between a Yid and (Chamra Tava explains:
a Goy When atzarah befalls a Yid,
In this week's parashah chalilah, he believes that
Hashem says (8:19n» nmen ‘tomorrow' things will become
Ty pa wy pa "l will separate better. He trusts in Hashem,
My nation from your nation and he believes that Hashem
[theEgyptians].”" How are theywill take all his troubles away.
different? Thepasukclarifies: The non-Jew, however, doesn’t
maomNn e, they are have this trust, so he thinks his
different by the way they look problems will remain forever.

at “tomorrow. Another difference between a

The Rav of Branov ztl Yid and a goy is how they

for rare sefarim, knocked at his door, and asked whether there was a new
antique sefer up for sale.

Reb Mendel replied, "Actually, | recently bought a three-hundred-year-old
Rambam for fifty dollars. Clearly, it was once owned by a scholar, as it has
handwritten notes along the margins. | tried to figure out who this scholar
was, but | couldn’t figure it out. Without knowing the name of the scholar,
the set doesn’'t have any retail value. In fact, | offered it to someone for
fifty dollars, but he declined."

Shimon perused the sefer, and by Shimon's expressions, it was noticeable
that he though he knew who originally owned the sefer.

Reb Shimon asked for permission to take the Rambam home, so he can
figure out who it had belonged to.

Reb Mendel and Reb Shimon made an agreement that one sixth of the
sale would go to Reb Shimon.

Shimon discovered that this Rambam had belonged to the Pri Chadash.
(He deduced that by the handwriting and by the very same chiddushim that
are also printed in the Pri Chadash). The next morning, Shimon brought
the Rambam to a collector. He paid thirty-thousand dollars for the set.
Shimon kept a sixth for himself (five thousand dollars) and gave twenty-five
thousand dollars to Reb Mendel, the amount he needed for his daughter's
chasunah, to be held later that day.
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perceive the present. A Yidall from these matters..."
believes that the present iBecause when one believes
good, because everything thagverything is from Hashem,
happens to him is for the bestand for the best, he is happy
A goy doesn't have that in every situation.

encouragement. Shulchan  Aruch  Qrach

Reb Yitzchak Eizak of Chaim 222:3) states, "One is
Kamarna zt'l writes, "Believe obligated to bless Hashem for
me, if | didn't believe in the bad with full concentrate
Hashem's hashgachah over and with a lot of feeling the
every detail, 1 would be lostsame way he blesses Hashem
from the world long ago. | for the good that happens to
suffered greatly from poverty,him. For those who serve
distress, exile, humiliation, andHashem, blessing Hashem for
despair was worst of all. Butthe bad is their joy and
Hashem helps me and | don'pleasure...because by
feel all these matters. Hashenaccepting the bad, they are
helps me every step of theserving Hashem — and that is
way that | shouldn’'t suffer at their joy."

3. Accepting Hashem's decree with love saved us from Mitzrayim.

On the pasuk, ox¥n mYap nnnn oonx nxxm, I will take you out from the
suffering in Mitzrayim," the Tiferes Shlomo (*nxxim 1) asks why the Torah
calls the hard work of Mitzrayim oxn mbao, while the more popular term,
Twp omay isn't used here.

"The answer is, the Torah is teaching us the primary reason they were
redeemed from Mitzrayim. It is because Bnei Yisrael, Hashem's chosen
and holy nation, enslaved and afflicted, didn’'t ask questions on Hashem's
hashgachah. They didn’t ask, 'Why are we suffering more than all nations
of the world?' ...The entire time [they lived in Mitzrayim] they accepted
Hashem's decree with love, because if it is good in His eyes, it is good in
their eyes too. This is the explanation of the pasuk, X rnx YX nwn xxm
DmYaoa, '‘Moshe went out to his brothers and saw their suffering.' ...The
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The Mishnah Berurah and the hair of my body stood
explains, 'Yesurim suffering, up] because of my fear of
either on one's body or withYour judgment.’ Dovid

one's money, atones for all higequested that he hayesurim

sins, and now he won't beto purify him from his sins,

punished in Olam HaBa,and then he wont have
where the punishments are far anything to fear."

greater. As the Midrash statesrpg Rephe of Shotzt'l writes
'Yitzchak requested that therg, 5 |etter (towards the end of

should be yesurim [because g life): "My hands, feet, and
yesurimin this world is better digestive system aren't

for people than the greatyorking as well as they used
punishments of the future]...tg But since my youth |

Hakadosh Baruch Hu said,_ orayed,mp nys uxown Sy, that

swear, you are requestingn my old age, | should have
wisely, and 1 begin thega clear mind, and my eyes
yesurimwith you. As it states, should see well, so | could
MR WY M prye et o, it learn Torah. Baruch Hashem,
was when Yitzchak was oldHashem helped me in this
and his eyes were weak.tegard. | am able to learn with
...Similarly, Dovid HaMelech yishuv hadaasAnd about the

said, Twowm w3 Tmnmen wo  other limbs...let them worry
nyr, 'My [skin became hard about it."

intention is that Moshe saw with his ruach hakadosh that Bnei Yisrael have
the attribute of nuYao, acceptance of Hashem's decree. They bent their
shoulders to accept everything with love. x1n, he looked well and saw their
attribute of savlanus. They didn't ask questions on Hashem and therefore
they merited redemption ..."

The Tiferes Shlomo conclusdes that this is the explanation of the pasuk
(6:7), omxn mYap nnnn oonx nxxim, Ul will take you out of Mitzrayim
because you are Y210, and you accept Hashem's decree."
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Yet another differenceaway from them. But that
between a Yid and a goy isdoesn’t always work. As the
that a Yid davens for Toldos {pyyn n"1 nowa) writes,
salvation, and Hashem'l heard from my teacher [the
answers histefillos and he is Baal Shem Tov zt'l] when
relieved from all his troubles.someone tries to escape from
As it states Devarim 4:7), > his tzaros his tzaros chase
vox ohamp opdN 1 wn Sy mx w after him. It can be compared
TON NP 533 wpbs Mo, "Who is to a woman in childbirth who
a great nation, who hasgoes to another place to
Hashem close to him, likeescape her labor pains. Her
Hashem our G-d, whenevepains will just come along
we pray to Him?" Although with her. The counsel is to
non-Jews can also pray, thepray, and then he will be
don't share this close saved from his distress."

relationship as we do.
Moshe's Staff

When people go through hardvVhy was Moshe's staff an
times, the tendency is to runintegral part of themakosand

4. | heard the following story first hand, and it demonstrates the power
of tefillah:

A ten-year-old son asked his father to buy him a bike. The father told

him that he doesn’t have money for that, but "if you want a bike, daven

for one.”

The son said, "I don’t know how to daven for a bike."

The father replied, "Repeat after me: 'Hashem, please give my father

money so he can buy me a bhike."

They had this conversation while walking down the street. Shortly

afterwards, the father was walking on that same street again, and right

where the child had previously davened there was 350 shekels on the

ground (there was no obligation of hashavas aveidah). The father quickly

went home to bring his son to the bike store. They bought a bike that cost

exactly 350 shekels.
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yetzias Mitzrayifi When you Aharon threw the staff before
hit a dog with a stick, the dogPharaoh and it became a
will bite the stick. It thinks snake. The Chasam Sofemf
the stick is the root of hismmyx a7 »wan mwn) explains
problem; it doesn’'t realizethat a cane represents our
that a stick can't do anythinghumble awareness that we are
It's the person holding themerely a staff in Hashem's
stick that is responsible forhand. The snake represents
the deed. haughtiness, the false notion

that everything is in our hands.
We are smarter than that. We

know that the stick isn't theThe Chasam Sofer writes,
culprit. Nevertheless, we makéThe Gemara $habbos 97.)
that same error whensays that ao: 92 o1 double
someone, or something, causewiracle occurred, because
us a loss or distress. We thinkAharon's cane turned back into
that the person etc. is guiltya cane again, and then it
for what happened. We forgetswallowed the other canes.
that they can't do anything onThe question is, what was the
their own. They are just a stickpurpose of this miracle? Why
in Hashem's hands. didn’'t it swallow the other

. , canes when it was a snake?
Similarly, we shouldn’'t be

proud and haughty with our"Hakadosh Baruch Hu wanted

successes, because Hasheim show Pharaoh that although

does everything. We are just @ae considers himself to be
staff in Hashem's hands. ' 9na pan 50 ounn ‘the

5. Therefore, when someone bothers you, insults you, etc. don't be
angry at that person. Recognize the origin from where everything

comes.

Furthermore, when we know that we are all tools of Hashem's Hand, we

won't be afraid of people. No one can harm you if it isn't destined Above.
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great snake of the Nile' (seeHashem has many
YechezkeP9:3) he is nothing messengers...

more than a rod in Hashem's _ _
hand. As it states about”S Dovid - HaMelech said

when Shimi ben Geira cursed

Sancheriv Yeshayahl0:6), »n
him, (I Shmuel 16:10)nmx '

oy naw wx, 'Woe that Ashur

is going to be the staff for My p 15,' ‘Hashem told him to
wrath...' Pharaoh is proud. Hecurse. When did Hashem say

calls himself 'the snake bulIhiS to Shimi? The thought that
’ (fell into his heart and mind

now Hakadosh Baruch Hu wil
was from Hashem..."

hand over this staff to Bnei
Yisrael. They aren't proud,gimijlarly, it states [
because they know that theyjalachim 17:9), nmsx > op
are Hakadosh Baruch HU'Sy sy mm ow nawm prss ws
stick; they aren't 'the snake."1505 muox ms, "[Hashem said
to Eliyahu] go to Tzarfas of
The Tanya Igeres HaKadosh Tzidon, and live there. Behold

ch.25) writes, "Chazal say| .ommanded a widow who
whoever becomes angry it isﬁves there to su "
_ _ pport you.
like he worshipped avodah e Chofetz Chaim $hem
zarah The explanation is Olam, Shemiras Shabba$.3)

understood to the scholars,yiag that this woman wasn't a
Because  becoming  angnyavi \when and how did

means hisemunahleﬁ him. If Hashem command her to
he believed that this, too,1 WaSsUpport Eliyahu? The answer
gr?gg:yHaznﬁ:)ndgrr]]e m‘;u'?)r;:sgiis, "Hashem gave her a desire
who angered him has free to support Eliyahu.
will...and he will be punished Because human beings
in the court of man and thecommunicate through
court of heaven for his badconversations or through
choice, nevertheless, thdetters, but Hashem has other
damage was pre-destined, anday to express His will. He



10 Torah Wellsprings - Vaeira

placed in thealmanah'sheart Nevuchadnezzer when he
a desire to support Eliyahu, threw them into a furnace."

and therefore it can state that

Hashem commanded her tg€Y replied, “Chananyah
support Eliyahu. Mishael, and Azaryah were

perfect tzaddikim, and they

Regarding themachlokesthe deserved a miracle.
brothers made against YosefAdditionally, Nevuchadnezer

the Midrash Bereishis Rabba Was & proper king, and he
84:18) writes, "When You deserved that a miracle should

wanted, You placed in theirh@ppen through him. But you

hearts to love, and when You?'€ & regular person, and you
wanted, You placed in theirdon’t deserve that a miracle

hearts to hate." The MidrashShould happen through you,
bases this on the pasuk and we deserve to die because

(Yeshayah63:17), ' wpnn mnb of our sins. If you won't kill
751, "Why did You cause usYS: Hashem has many bears

to stray from Your ways?" and lions in His world who

because it was as thougl’?an attack us and kill us.

Hashem planned that theylashem gave us over into
should create thisnachlokes Your hands because afterwards

He will punish you and avenge

The Gemara Taanis 18:) our blood.”
teaches that Turaynus wanteq,he Gemara concludes
to kill the two brothers, the ’

tzaddikim, Lulinus and Papu:sTuraynus killed them...

from Lud. Turayanus told e qiately after, two officers

them, "It you are from the came from Rome and they
nation of Chananyah Mishael, killed Turaynus.”

and Azaryah, let your G-d

save you as He savedAvos (2:1) states "[Raban
Chananyah  Mishael, andGamliel ben Reb Yehudah]
Azaryah from saw a skull floating on the

"Even
after hearing these words,
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water and he told it, 'BecausdBaruch Hu gave him the
you drowned someone,ability to drown you, because
someone drowned you. Thebad things are given over to
person who drowned you willpad people. In the end, they

one day be drowned, t00.™ will be punished for drowning

The Ra'v Bartenura explainsy%Y-
"You were a rasha You This episode shows us, once

robbed people and therR9ain, how everything is
drowned them in the water. Asdestined  from  Above,
you did to others happened t¢verything  happens  with
you. Eventually, the personhashgachah pratisand we are
who drowned you will also bejust tools to fulfill Hashem's
drowned. Because it wasn't higvill. Everything is directed by
place to kill you. It was the Hashem's plan, and everyone
task of beis din Hakadosh gets what they deserve.

The Benefits of Embarrassment

It states (6:13);/wm 5% 1 "am™ they must honor Pharaoh when
D ONY SN 33 SN DM N Ow they speak with him."

o™X o, "Hashem

commanded Moshe andWhy was it important that
Aharon to Bnei Yisrael and toMoshe and Aharon honor
Pharaoh  the king of Pharaoh? Did he deserve
Mitzrayim." honor? The Chasam Sofer'{
Rashi  explains, "Hashenpum) writes, "Hashem
commanded Moshe  andcommanded them not to
Aharon to Bnei Yisrael" dishonor the king, because if
means that they must lead th&haraoh's will be shamed and
Yidden gently, and they mustdisgraced his sins will be
tolerate them. ‘Hashemforgiven, and then he won't be
commanded them to Pharaolhpunished.”

the king of Mitzrayim' means Enduring embarrassments
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would erase Pharaoh's sins andecause of their sinsyr, they
then he won’t be qualified for fast and afflict themselves. But
the ten plagues. they are fools, because they
_ don't need to fast. They can
We Ieafn from this that one,qin the same atonement by
shouldn't be upset when he’nearing their humiliation and

endgr_es_ shame_ andremaining silent. That's better
humiliation. Something very than a thousand fasts

beneficial is happening to

him. All his sins are being The Gemara Bava Basra9.)

atoned, and he W'I_I be freedstates,nwwnm am Awpen 5,
from all suffering.

“influencing others to give

Pharaoh enslaved 600,00¢€dakah is greater than
Yidden and tortured them9!Ving tzedakah yourself.

bitterly, nevertheless, a little TN Yaavatz explains that
humiliation would clean histhis s because of the
slate and he wouldn't behumiliation people endure
punished with thenakos This When they try to convince
teaches akal vechamorfor  ©Others to givetzedakah

every Yid that humiliation
totally cleans away his sinsShulchan — Aruch  Qrach
Chaim 256) states, "Holy

Because no matter who he is, »
or what he did. he Certainlycommumtles have a custom

isn't as bad as Pharaoh. Hi¥/Nen it is around a half hour
humiliation will therefore save " &N h_our cIo_se to Shabbos,
him from all kinds of makos the shaliach tziburannounces
and punishments. that everyone should prepare
for Shabbos. This
Rebbe Moshe Leib Sasovet! announcement is instead of
explained thepasuk (Tehillim blowing the shofar that was
107:17), opws Tm2 o9 blown in past generations [to
wpr omrnmpm as follows: ooy, remind people to prepare for
the fools, ornmym opws 7112, Shabbos]. It is proper to
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introduce this custom inafternoon and encourage them
every community." to close their stores early,
The Mishnah Berurah (256:2)before Shabbos. The Chofetz

writes, "This announcement isChalm urged people to join the

to prevent people fromehilul =2 T group, - and
’ peop sometimes the Chofetz Chaim
Shabbos In very large

~ himself went with them on

communities, where it is_.
. ) .. Friday afternoons, to speak
iImpossible to announce, it is :

with the storeowners.

very proper that volunteers

should go around the streets t@nce, Friday afternoon, the
tell people to close their storeschofetz Chaim asked his
and to light the Shabbosstydent, Reb Avraham
candles. Today, in some larg&almanovitz ztl,¢ to join him
communities, there are holyon such a mission. They

groups founded for the motivewalked from store to store,

of  increasing  shemiras and reminded the shopkeepers
Shabbos Fortunate is theirto close their stores at the
portion, because they are right time.

making  Yidden righteous
before their Father in heavenAt one store, the owner
Those who always do thisshouted at them for telling

mitzvah will merit children him what to do and he
gedolei Yisrael smacked them.

In Radin, where the ChofetzThe Chofetz Chaim and Reb
Chaim lived, there was anAvraham Kalmanowitz didn’t
organization callednaw . answer back. They silently left
They would go to Jewishthe store and went on to the
storeowners on Friday next store...

6. Years later, Reb Avraham Kalmanowitz became the rosh yeshiva of
Mir, in America.
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A couple of weeks later, Reb Avraham granted him
someone came to the Chofetz those merits.
Chaim in a hysteric state. He
said that his wife was in theMoments later, they heard the
midst of childbirth and she and900d néws that a healthy son
the child were at risk. was born. It was evident that
the merits of the humiliation

The Chofetz Chaim asked himSaved this woman's life and
"Is your wife careful with the the life of her child.
three mitzvos one is tested ONafiar  this episode, Reb

by childbirth?" (TheMishnah ayraham Kalmanowitz said to
Shabbos2:6 states,m % he Chofetz Chaim, "Rebbe, |
N 5Y TS NS MR DI BT have two questions: (1) You
wn ApbIRaY mona A e, For were also humiliated and you
three sins women die inyare a1s0 smacked by the

chiIo!birth: _for not being shopkeeper. Why did you ask
cautious with the laws Ofme to give my merits? You

niddah challah, and lighting ¢4 have given yours. (2) If

the Shabbos candles.”)  he reward for embarrassments

, _is so great, shouldn’t | keep it
The man said that she is for myself?"

cautious with all of those. The
Chofetz Chaim immediatelyThe Chofetz Chaim replied,
summoned for Reb Avraham'I'm an old man, and | went
Kalmanowitz (who was through a lot in my lifetime.

learning in the yeshiva's beisAt this point of my life, it

medresh) and said, "Youdoesn't bother me so much
remember, a couple of weeksvhen someone humiliates me.
ago we were humiliated by aBut you are still young. The
storeowner. Are you willing to disgrace certainly hurt you
give the merits you earnedvery deeply. Therefore, |
from that humiliation to this asked you to give him your
man who needs a salvation?"merits. Your merit is greater



Torah Wellsprings - Vaeira 15

than mine, and it could helpobliged. A child was born nine
this man. Regarding your months later.

second question, that you

should keep the merits forReb Mendel of Permishlant'|
yourself, | say the opposite:once made a big seudas
Why do we need merits, if it hodoah  (celebration  of
isn't to help others?" gratitude). People asked him,
The following story happened What is the purpose of this

four years ago, invywn. A seudal? Generally, people
woman read one of Ourmake such aseudah when

booklets Torah Someone was il and he
Wellsprings/Beer became well, but you were

HaParashah that discussed Ve Ithe enktlre t'mﬁ? AOIISO,
the power oftefillah that is PEOP'€ Make SUChSeudos
given to those who Werewhen they had a miracle, but

, as far as we know, you didn’t
embarrassed and don't answq{ave a special miradle

back. This woman had a son :
who was still childless Sevenrecently. So, what is “the

: : purpose of thisseudal?"
years after his marriage, so she

kept her eyes and ears OpeRgp Mendel of Permishlan
for an opportunity t0 get aqy them that recently,
blessing from someone WhQyomeone embarrassed him in a
was embarrassed and dldn’¢,ery dishonoring way, and he
answer back. is celebrating his

_ _ embarrassment.
She didn't have to wait long.

She heard a woman disgracghey said, "We understand
her neighbor, and the neighbothat you accept the humiliation
didn’t answer back. So, thiswith a happy heart because
older woman asked theyou believe everything is for
humiliated woman to bless hetthe good, but is that a reason
son with children. Sheto make aseudas hoda'@
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Reb Mendel of Permishlana moment of humiliation, |
explained, "Let me tell you of was spared from this entire
a tradition that | received fromordeal. Shouldn’t | make a
my father, and he received it seudas hod&h"
from his father, and from
generations before him: If, by
Slneucsrf ebeggml—ée?l}/’er;hfﬁgwehoan vraham HaLg_vi said that he
merits, or he has the merits o earned . hgmlllty . from the
his ancestors, the illness iSearth. It is impossible tq make
earthenware utensil from

exchaljgeq. I.nstead__ raw earth. One must grind the
becoming ill, he is humiliated. )
arth first — and the more one

Recently,'someone hum'.“atqurlnds the earth, the better.
me and it was very painful.

But if it weren't for this The same s with a person:

I the more disgrace and
humiliation, | would have I . .
b i d ¢ humiliation he receives, it is
ecome ill. would go to better for him."
doctors, people would say
Tehillim, and there would be awe say (after Shemonah
lot of worry and pain. Esre), mnn 555 =sps woan. We
Eventually, after months passare asking to be like the earth;
when Hashem sends me &ith immense humility. This
refuah sheleimah I would is attained when one is
make a seudas hodoahto humiliated and shamed, but
thank Hashem. But now, with doesn’t answer back.

The Reishis ChachmalSkaar
aAnavah 3:39) writes, "Reb

7. Chazal say, owm5 oxomaw 2w, "The best of the doctors go to
Gehinom." This phrase can be explained as follows:

When someone humiliates and shames his fellow man, he is the best

doctor, because he is saving his fellow man from grave illnesses.

Nevertheless, he will go to Gehinom, because he shamed his fellow man.

Thus, the best doctor goes to Gehinom.
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Ahavas Yisrael The Ksav Sofer replies that for
a short period of time, when
they were going to Pharaoh
for the very first time to speak
about redeeming Bnei Yisrael,
Aharon HaCohen's greatness
equaled that of Moshe's. The

When a Yid in distress cries to €XPlanation is as follows:
you, and you pay attention to

his needs and you seek to helpharon HaCohen was  the
him out, Hashem says, "Just alder brother. He ~was the
you listen to your fellow man, [€ader and thenavi of Kial
sy o, | will also listen Yisrael. When  the nation

to your shouts and cries, and '€€déd  something  from

Hashem said (6:5)ppmw ux on
Sxw w3 ppas NN, 'l also heard
Bnei Yisrael's shouts." A
lesson in ahavas Yisraelis
concealed in these words:

will help you." Pharaoh, Aharon spoke with
Pharaoh. But now Hashem

Rashi (6:26) writes, chose Moshe Rabbeinu to
"Sometimes the Torah writesspeak with Pharaoh. Now
Aharon's name beforeAharon's mission was to serve

Moshe's, and sometimesas Moshe's aide. Moshe feared
Moshe's name is writtenthat Aharon would be jealous
before Aharon's. This tells usand upset. Therefore, for seven

they were equal.” days, Moshe pleaded that
Hashem shouldn’'t give him
The Shlah HaKadosh asks, this mission.

how can we say Moshe and
Aharon were equal? TheBut Aharon wasn't upset at
Torah testifies,my »x op 85 all. The Torah reveals;xm
mens, that there was never as5 mawn, "Aharon will see you
navi like Moshe Rabbeinu. Soand his heart will be filled
how does Rashi sayropw with joy." Aharon's happiness
anxo, that they were on thewith his younger brother's
same level? success is an extraordinary
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level of humility and ahavas certificate of forgiveness, from

Yisrael Therefore, at this the previouskallah.
time, Aharon's  greatness
equaled Moshe's. But the previouskallah, and

her family, didn't want to

The following story (heard forgive. Their pain was too
from a renownedshadchapis raw, too acute, and as we
about a family who had five wrote, there wasn't a valid
children in the age of reason for him to break off the
shidduchim Finally, the oldest shidduch so  cruelly and
daughter became kallah. The abruptly.

family rejoiced, and hoped that

this was an omen that soon thgeople tried to convince her

others in the family would get ©© forgive, but it was just too
engaged and married.  Painful for her to just let go

of the wrong that was done

But their happiness was short to her.

“Vedk’ beffausﬁ a couple Ofg .t then, with super strength,
weeks alter the engagementnq t4,nq place in her heart

for an invalid reason, the : - .
o to forgive her former fiance.

chasanbroke off theshidduch She signed the shtar

mechilah and he was engaged

The kallah and her family to somebody else

were devastated. The shame

and the disappointment wererhree weeks later, the first
unbearable. kallah was engaged again,

and presently they are
A few weeks later the formerpyjiding a bayis ne'aman

chasan  found another b'Yisrael together.
shidduch but the family of the

girl told him that they refuse The moral of the story: You
to let them get engaged beforelon’t lose out by being
he brings ashtar mechilah mevater You only gain.
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In this week's parashah it "The flax and the barley were
states (9:31-32)pmowm mwmm smitten, nnwsm AN mmpwn
mn m>sr 2w 8>, "The wheat Sya;, because they were fully
and the spelt weren't smitteryrown; they were hard, and
[by the barad hail] because they were broken by the hail.
they are late.”

Rashi explains, "They groWWe Igarn from this that when
late and when thebarad fell One€ is soft, and he bends and

they were still soft, and theyhe is mevater he will have a
can stand before somethingetter life. Those who are
hard." The hardaradhail just tough — and insist  that
bent the stalks because thegverything be the way they
were soft and bendablewant it, have a hard time in
Whereas theins: mmywm nnws, life.

Kedushah — Keeping Guard

The pasuksays (9:20), 81 2pn 85 825, "Go away! Go
nNY MTaY NN oun apns Ay ' a1 away!' we tell thenazir. 'Keep
onan 5% wmpn, "Those of away from the vineyard."
Pharaoh's servants who feare@here is no prohibition for the
Hashem drove their slaves andazir to walk through the
cattle into the home..."  vineyard. Nevertheless, we

_ _ advise him that he shouldn’t
The Imrei Chaimztl taught eyen pass through the

ways of the'n s, those wWho accidentally eat from the
fear Hashem. They bring theirgrapes.  We must make

them from the negativeayay from what might lead us
influences that are outside. to sin.

The Gemara Fesachim40:) Reb Yehudah HaChosidéfer
states,mno mno 8 x> P Chasidim 196) teaches, the
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letters'o 1 are near each othertold anyone, ever before.
in the alef beis. This hints thatwhen | was young, in Poland,
when one isoy, runs away the resha'imentered our city
from anaveirah o3, a miracle and cruelly killed my father in
will happen to him. front of my eyes. Then he
commanded us to leave our
There was an old lady whonomes and to go to the ghetto.
touched every bag she sawgyeryone had permission to
Once at achasunahshe began ake along two bags with him,

touching the bags that and nothing more.
belonged to thekallah. The

kallah's mother saw this and--| gathered my precious

shouted at her. "These are thBeIongings made from gold
kallah's fbags.h K?Iep aWa8Yand silver, and placed them
rom them: into one bag. In the other bag,

The old woman was ver | placed my son, Shimshon. |
Y ran together with the throngs

embarrassed. She ran home : :
and cried. Her son Rebof people, leaving the city to
Shimshon, came to visit her,go to the ghetto. But then,

and he was shocked when hguddenly, — the — reshaim
saw her crying like that. changed the rules. Now only

one bag was permitted.

She told him what happenedObviously, | decided to drop
Shimshon replied, "Well, she'dhe bag filled with precious
right.  You shouldnt be items, so | could remain with
touching other people's bags.my son, Shimshon. | dropped
And he tried to convince herthe bag on the roadside, and |

to stop this bad custom. continued on with the throngs

of people.
The old mother said, "Sit
down for a moment and | will After walking some time, |
tell you a story that | neverdiscovered that | threw away
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the wrong bag. | was carrying rhe Tests make us Special to
the bag with gold and silver, Hashem

and my Shimshon was left onthe Gemara Resachim113.)
the road, far behind. It wassays there are three categories
impossible  to  turn  back. 4y righteous people whose
Whoever went back waSgeeds are so special and
shot... Since then, whenever ptstanding in Hashem's eyes,
see a bag, | open it. | think,that Hashem proclaims their
‘Perhaps - my  Shimshon isyreatness each day. They are:
there.’ This is the origin of my (1) A bachelor who lives in a
unusual  custom.  Whengjty and doesn’t sin. (2) A
Hashem saved me from theoor person who returns a lost
Holocaust and | came to Eretzppject. (3) A wealthy person
Yisrael, | adopted a son, and ho givesmaasarin privacy,
called him Shimshon, andwhen people don't know

that's you." about it.

This story was publicized awhen a person lives with
few years ago. Thenimshal kedushahhe is cautious with
that | want to take from this his eyes, etc. Hashem will
story is the awareness thaproclaim his greatness in all
there is only so much one camorlds. Even if he isn't
take into his hands. He can'perfect, each time he s
take everything. One has taautious with his thoughts and
choose whether he wants tavith his eyes, it brings great
take his children or technology joy in heaven.
— because one is on the
expense of the other. If heChazal (see Rashi Vayikra
wants good children, he has t®0:26) teach, "Don’t say you
be ready to drop those matterdon’t like eating chazir Say
that can ruin thechinuch of you enjoy eatingchazir, but
the children. my Father in heaven forbids
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it." The Ksav Sofer Drashog following vort from the Sfas
explains that this is because Emes:
the greatness of serving
Hashem is specifically when itThe pasuk (6:7) says, nxnm
is hard. omyn MSao nnne oons. One of
the translations of%ac is
Chazal say;nentp 5'n w3 %2> “tolerance.” The Sfas Emes
oonenTp mopnd, "Perhaps you (e s woan) writes (in the
should be holy like Me? No.name of his grandfather, the
My holiness is above yours." chidushei HaRim ztl) that
_ when people live ingalus
We can explain that theyay phegin to tolerate sins and

question is, perhaps a Persofhe’yavs of the gentiles. The
should be like Hashem, wholzegin yto thing that. any

doesn’t have any interest at al ccasional aveirah is  o.k.

. 4 ?
in bad things" They aren't so upset when they

: occasionally transgress. That
The answer is, no, a person . :
indset was prevalent in

should have interest in bad . :
itzrayim too. Hashem

things, because otherwise ther«hfI _
is no test at all promlsed, DARL  DOAN DRNYM

aven moao, | will make it that
However, let us clarify: YOU can't tolerate sins and the

although his body desires singvays of Mitzrayim any longer.

at the same time his neshamah _
is revolted by sin. His The Sfas Emes writes that

neshamah doesn't want tgvhen one becomes revolted
have any connection toby _a\_/eiros that is the
aveiros because he doesn'beginning of the geulah
want to be separated from higsalus means tolerating sins,
Father in heaven. and the beginning of the

redemption is when one can't
On that note, we share the tolerate sins anymore.
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Shovavim

Chazal say that @as kolgoes translated, "Doteshuvah you
out every day and announcesshildren who have done
(Yirmiyahu 3:22), ouwa ww teshuvalseveral times before.”

praw, Do teshwvah | o year (and years before

rebellious —children.” Durng y . thore was also Shovavim.

the .weeks of Shovavim thISWe tried to doteshuvahthen.
call is more clearly heard. We
There were also Rosh

can take advantage of this Cal,—lashanahs and Yom Kippurs

to return to Hashem.

and many other days when we
The Pri Megadim ldaMagid were inspired to daeshuvah
writes three translations for theWe repented, madkabalosto
word 2w (1) rebellioust»» become better, yet we didn’t
(2) brokenAaw (3) keep up with our resolves, and
banishedh. The bas kol we basically remained the
says, ooaw oua aw.  This same (orchas veshalomwe
means even someone whbecame worse). We feel that it
rebelled against Hashem, hés too late to do teshuvah
injured his soul, and became again. Thebas kolannounces,
baal mum blemished, due tooumaw oma mw, even if you did
his aveiros and was banishedteshuvahmany times before,
from Hashem's presencepas do teshuvah again, now
kol tells him, oaaw ou2 waw, oonawn, and | will accept your
return to Hashem, nmsw teshuvahand heal and cleanse
o>rnawn, and everything will you from your sins.

be atoned, forgiven, and c:ured.l_he reason we can still do

The Pri Megadim adds ateshuvah is hinted in the
fourth translation foroaaw. It word ou3, children. If a slave
means "people who have donsins to his master many
teshuvalseveral times before."times, his master will banish
Thus, oaaw oua ww can be him, and then there is no way
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back. But when a son sinsboundaries ofkedushah and
against his father he carhe is any, a totally different
always come back. Hakadoslperson due to his sins,
Baruch Hu says,oua ww  nevertheless, théas kol calls
oo, we are  Hashem'sto him, oaaw oua ww |, that he
children, and Hashem always should return to Hashem.
grants us another opportunity

to do teshuvalt Small Steps

Moshe told PharaoheSy 1

The Gemara Chagigah 15.) =3ma 95 o, "Let us go on a

says, that d&as kolannounced, three-day trip in the desert..."
N pn oo w2 waw. The He didn't request that Pharaoh
Rebbe of Volednick ztl should free the Yidden forever
(Sha'aris Yisrael Shaarbecause that would be asking
Shovavim Drush 1) explains too much from Pharaoh. That
that =nxn mn means, evenwould be asking for something
someone who sinned so muckhat is beyond Pharaoh's
until he is pn, outside the abilities. But Pharaoh should

8. If a one-hundred-dollar bill falls in the mud, and people step on it,
and it gets wrinkled and muddy, it is still worth a hundred dollars.
Similarly, if a diamond falls into mud, its value remains the same. The same
is with a Yid. Regardless of where a Yid falls, he can return to Hashem.
Despite of what occurred, his self-value was never depreciated.
The Rebbe of Savran zt'l once accidentally blew out the candles on
Shabbos (with his talis), and he was very depressed about that, and he
wasn't able to sleep all night. In the morning, when it was time to say
pesukei d'zimra, he didn't have any joy in his heart to daven. But then he
thought, "If this was a sin, | will go to Gehinom. Chazal say that resha'im
sing shirah to Hakadosh Baruch Hu in Gehinom. | will also sing shirah to
Hashem, here on Earth,” and with this thought in mind, he was able to
daven properly.
The lesson is that one shouldn’t moan on the past, rather to pick oneself
up and to begin again.
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be able to agree to let thenor to perform a mitzvah and
leave for three days. then he stops because it
became very hard for him. The
This is a reminder that thereason it became hard is
path  of teshuvah is pecause he didn't get help
accomplished by taking smallfrom Above.n 5y 15 mpw, he
steps of improvement. It iShecomes angry with Hashem.
hard for a person to makeye gsks, 'Why isn't Hashem
major changes in, but he Calhelping me?' But really, he
take small steps in the rightizileq because of his own
direction, and eventually hegqqjishness. Because a person
will improve his ways.  gj41d seek to grow according

: , to his level; he shouldn’t jump
The Vilna Gaon zt'l teaches evels. If he will go according

that when one takes small . :
) : o his level, he will succeed,
steps, he will have siyata : :
and he will have siyata

dishmaya to succeed. BUtdishmaa However.  this
when one takes large steps, y ’

he doesnt have siyata PErSon didn't climb —up

dishmaya he ends up falling 2c¢0rding to  his  level,
and losing everything. therefore he wasn't helped.

This is the translation of the
It states Wishlei 19:3), row pasuk o nw, because of his
o A S o Rbon DN, foolishness that he wasn't
"Man's foolish ways ruins hisacting with yishuv hadaas
path, and he gets angry a¥™ m>o, and he went beyond
Hashem." The Vilna Gaonhis level, therefore/n 5y mpm
explains: o 85 b, he is angry with
"Chazal Ghabbos104.) say, Hashem, why didn't Hashem
MmN ppeon S Nan, 'When one help me?"
strives to be pure, he is helped
from Above." Sometimes, aThe pasuk before Mishlei
person begins learning Torahl9:2) statesymn o9ma px. The
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Vilna Gaon explains, "Theshouldn’t jump to levels that
o1 means goodmiddosthat are beyond him. This is the
one can accustom himself intranslation ofa*o»a px, when a
these good ways until theyperson jumps to a high level
become his second naturethat is beyond himgmn, he is
However, one must go fromsinning and he will end up
level to level, like someonewithout anything, because he
climbing a ladder. He will fall from that level."

Torah

It states (6:9)2 5% 5 M "™ It seems that it was a mixture
aoaspe e o8 s 8O Sxwr of mwp mmapm m wyp, short
mwp nmapmy, "Moshe told these breath and hard work together,
matters to Bnei Yisrael [thatwhich prevented them from
Hashem said He will redeemembracing Moshe's optimistic
Bnei Yisrael from Mitzrayim], message. They were enslaved
but they didn’t pay a_lttention ©Oin Mitzrayim, working very
Moshe's [encouraging words,rq and therefore they didn't

because of their short breath, . o place in their hearts to
and hard work." accept Moshe's  uplifting

message. But if they had

What does mn =wp, short _
breath, mean, and how did itT.orah, the Torah would bring

prevent them from accepting//ShUv hadaasand comfort,
Moshe's comforting words? @nd they would be able to

The Or HaChaim explains,accept Moshe's encouraging
"Perhaps, since they weren'yvords, despite their slavery.
bnei Torah they didn’t accept But when it was m1 =
Moshe's words. They wereyp "wp mmapm  together, which
nm, short breathed, because theneans they were slaves and
Torah is o 5S¢ w5 nanwy they didn't have the comfort
broadens man's heart." that Torah brings, they were
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too confused and down toperson to teshuvah and to
accept Moshe's words. complete atonement.

Even if a person finds There were two brothers, one

studying Torah hard, hewas learning Torah amidst

should keep trying. poverty, and his wealthy

Eventually, he will understandbrother would send him eight

and he will develop love andzlotes each month to help
desire for Torah. him out.

The Gemara Avodah Zarah Once the wealthy brother said
19.) says,n"apn mmn2 pown 55 he wants a contract, to clarify
rean o ey, "Whoever studies that he will get reward for the
Torah, Hakadosh Baruch Hu Torah that he is supporting.
does his will." The Maharasha
explains that he will succeedThe brother, the scholar,
in all his ways, even withoutreplied that he needs time to
making hishtadlus think it over, and he asked
Reb Chaim Volozhiner zt'l.
The Yesod HaAvodah writes,Reb Chaim Volozhiner said
"Chazal say that Torah atoneghat even without a contract,
protects, and saves. The fire othe wealthy brother will
Gehinom doesn’t affect areceive reward for the Torah
talmid chacham Someone he is supporting. As the
who studies for five hoursGemara says, wm owi,
without  stopping...in  my which merit do women have?
opinion, this is a great matterAnd the Gemara replies that
It purifies, cleanses, brings thehey earn the merit of Torah,

9. The Chazon Ish zt'l said that when a person has a doubt and doesn't
know how to proceed, he should learn a daf Gemara, because then
he will have yishuv hadaas, and he will be able to decide how to proceed.
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because they help theirdrashosmany times, and the
husbands learn Torahsame points are repeated. |
Similarly, since this wealthy know them all by heart."

brother is enabling his poor
brother to study, he will get
the reward of Torah for this.

After saying this, they noticed
that Reb Shalom Shwardon
was behind them, listening to
Nevertheless, Reb Chaim their conversation.

Volozhiner added, he WontThat Friday night, as Reb

get the special reward that irsSh q _ o
given for those who study> vardron was saying nhis

.~ drashah in Zichron Moshe,
Torah prn e, when one s Reb Shalom noticed that those

poor. The wealthy brother has :
the merit of Torah, but it is two bachurimhad come after

without any hardships I_|eall. So, in hismussar drashah

earns reward for Torah, buthe said the followingnashai

not the ultimate reward thatSomeone parked his car in the

goes to his poor brother and"'dd!€ of the road, and began
to those who study Torah€@ding the newspaper. The

pmIn nw, amidst  difficulties cars behlnd hlm. were honking,
and poverty. urging him to drive on because

he was blocking traffic, but he

Review until the Ideas Penetrate didn't pay attention to th_em-
. aht. in th . Soon, many cars were lined

Every Friday night, in the belsup_ They were all honking,

medresh ~ Zichron  Moshe, 4 he just sat there, minding
Yerushalayim, Reb  Shalomys o0 husiness, not paying

ghwﬂdg’” ztl gave ar;qusr:]sar attention to the trouble he was
rashah Once, a bachur causing.

asked his friend whether he
would be going that Friday At one point, he got out of his
night to Zichron Moshe to car and shouted to all the cars,
hear thedrashah The bachur "Why are you honking so
replied, "No. | heard hismuch? | heard you already.
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Enough! Why do you keepput to heart Hashem's word,
making the same honks ovethey left their slaves and cattle
and over again?" in the field." We see from this
They replied, "We will pasuk that the difference
continue honking until you getbetween those who fear
our message." Hashem and those who don’t
Reb Shalom Shwardonis whether one is2> % ow,
explained that the goal of takes the matters to heart..."
mussarisn't just to know the

ideas. Even if you know all It is really very difficult to

the points, if it doesn't causecOmprenend why the Mitzrim

you to improve, you have toIeft their animals and their

hear them again and agaiﬁlaves in the field. Sixmakos
until they make an impression1ave already passed, and all of
Moshe's warnings transpired.

In a letter, the Imrei ChaimWhy weren't they at least
ztl writes the following 10 cautious, and bring their slaves
his grandson: and animals into their homes?

"You requesteq that | write ©O1he guestion is even greater
you about yiras Hgshem when we consider the Midrash
Behold [Hashem advised the(Shemos Rabbal2:2) which

Mitzrim to bring their slaves states that lyov was the only

and cattle into their homes Sherson who wast 131 ns 81
I

tEe b"?“adha” vyon't ki” who feared Hashem. Pharaoh
them ] it states (9:20-2I¥™ 5. all his servants didn't take

) \ ) I .

”:” N :J” R m’;’ T3 PN - any precautions, at all. How
\ .

127 DY N? WNY DYa0 DN WHJPD DNY can we understand th|S?

VPR PN) T AN 3WN MW Tha answer s, if one doesn't
mw3, “"Those of Pharaoh'syu ~one can do the most

servants v_vho feared Hashem's foolish things.

word quickly drove their

slaves and cattle into theirThe Mesilas Yesharim (ch.2)
homes. But those who didn’twrites, "Someone who walks
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in this world without thinking teaches us that onrosh
whether his ways are correcthodeshShevat, new bounties
or not is like a blind personof Torah come down, to help
walking along the riverside,people understand Torah.
whose danger is certainly veryMoshe's w3, explaining the
great. The tragedy that camrorah, brought clarity in

happen to him is greater than Torah for all generations.
the chances of his survival."

It states Devarim 4:39), nym 1he Chidushei HaRim zt'
5 5% mawm oen,  "Know would say that on rosh
today, and bring it into your chodesh — Shevat, the
heart..." The Torah is urgingWellsprings of Torah open.
us to review emunah.The chiddusheiTorah of the
Because without review, itentire year — for every Torah
remains in the superficialstudent — comes fromrosh
layers of the mind andchodesh Shevat. The Avnei
doesn't influence deed.  Nezer zt'l (and some say the
Chidushei HaRimzt'l) said he
_ can tell the difference between
It states Devarim 1:3,5), "™ his chiddushei Torah before
TR WIN WY WP MY BPIWI - rosh chodeshShevat and the
MNP W2 R DN LBTND - chiddusheiTorah leamed after
wmas' nvn, It was  in the rosh chodestShevat.
fortieth year, on the eleventh
month, on the first of the Rosh chodesh Shevat is
month fosh chodesh therefore an ideal time to
Shevat)....' Moshe b?ganmake a new commitment
explaining the Torah... : .
towards studying and growing
Tzaddikim said that this in Torah.

Shevat

10. It states, pyny o n'wx. This hints that Amalek keeps all good ideas
in his wx1 - mwxA, head, but he doesn't bring it to his heart.
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