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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

any of us, if not all, recall our first exposure to

Chumash, at least in its story form as taught to

us by dedicated teachers. Undoubtedly, some
of the narrative we learned remains more vivid than
others; my guess is that one of the more fascinating
ones - depending on the talent of the Morah - was the
incident of Moshe Rabeinu at the burning bush that
would not be consumed. Chasing a sheep, the fire,
Hashem speaking to Moshe alone in the desert, all
make for a story that the child cannot wait to share at
home. That’s the way it should be. As we grow older,
and our teachers reveal more and more of the “rest
of the story”, the entire episode stimulates more and
more thought and deliberation. So here we are now,
and maybe we can explore it again as adults, and gain
something that we would also want to absorb and
share at home. Let’s try.

Moshe Rabeinu sees the burning bush and realizes

it is something unusual and tries, as Sforno explains
nXIX1 1Manx, to understand it. Rashi points out, based
on Shemos Rabbah (3:5), that Hashem chose the first
revelation of nx11 to Moshe from a thorn bush to
convey the message of mya »m1x my, that the Ribono
Shel Olam 51323 suffers along with Klal Yisroel. The
age old, invigorating and hope giving belief that the
darkness of Galus will slowly end, and the Jewish
people will survive, because Hashem is with us. The
fire may burn, and to the amazement of all onlookers,
Klal Yisroel will emerge reinforced by knowing that
the npmn ™ never let go of our hand.

Moshe then turns his head, or takes five steps (SM'R
3:6), indicating that Jews suffering means something to
him and Hashem says he is the one, the true shepherd

VOL. 1/ISSUE 68 X”’apn nav n’’>

for Klal Yisroel. Hashem instructs Moshe to remove
his shoes because you are on Holy Land; Syn 75 Sw
X WTp MR Hy Ty Anx WX mpnia o 7O, There are
many interesting ways to understand this (see Rabeinu
Bachya, Kli Yakkar etc.). The Ramban (3:5) quotes
Medrash Rabbah (SM”R 2:13); nba nmwnw oipn 5aa
57101 n>'paa mox , anyplace that the nrow is revealed
it is forbidden to wear shoes. Therefore, Moshe and
Yehoshua (5:15) were told to remove their shoes, and
the Kohanim would serve in the Bais Hamikdash
barefoot. At its simple meaning, the one we always
understood from this Ramban, was that if the ground
is holy we want to maximize OUR exposure to partake
of that nenTp.

The nor axa (Rav Yosef Salant, one of the Gedolai
Yerushalayim who was a contemporary of Rav Yosef
Chaim Sonenfeld and a very sought after Darshan)
uses a n'"5>w to show us an pmy that we would have
likely otherwise missed. A little background. The
Gemara (Berachos 60b) teaches that our "nwn moa
were designed to be said in the various stages of
getting up and ready for the day ahead. When you put
on your shoes, we should say the Beracha of > nwyw
"My 53 - You have given me everything that I need.
The n">w quotes his Rebbi, the 5"wamn (in the Siddur
onwn ww), who explains why shoes translate into
“everything that I need”. There are four basic elements
of creation: omT - inanimate objects, mmx - plant life, 'n
- living beings and 72 - man that speaks. Each level
of creation is nurtured and lives off the level beneath it.
Plants live off the ground and are consumed by living
beings, who are in turn consumed by humans. Said
the 5"wnn, when man takes the skin off of an animal
and steps on it, he is establishing his governorship, his
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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

dominion over all of creation. Adds Rav Yosef Shaul
Nathanson ( 2wm bxw in his Derashos for Shabbos
Shuva x"™nn) that this is the reason why there is an
Tox to wear leather shoes on Yom Kippur, since our
nmay is to become more angelic and divorce ourselves
from the shackles of nm obw. So by stepping out of
our shoes, we relinquish our control, our reign over >3
Y that is the pedestrian world. I declare myself “Ois
Baalhabohs” of this world and all of its pleasures - it
does not belong to me, at least for today. Rav Yosef
Shaul goes on to explain the Mitzvah of n¥>n. There is
a “relationship” between the o> and the mn>, named
npm by Chazal, which binds and limits the nn2 from
marrying anyone besides the o> unless the process is
done. This is not the place to try and explain np, the
obscure secret of Maseches Yevamos - even if I could
adequately define it. The procedure of n¥">n entails the
removal of the shoe from the Yavams foot, which we
now understand; the Yavam is releasing his npr which
controls the Yevama, symbolized by removing his shoe
which relinquishes his dominion over her. X5m x5an.

Rav Yosef Salant goes on to explain: To exhibit any
kind of governing conduct, to display any kind of
jurisdiction in a place of Shechinas revelation, is a
form of disobedience. To wear leather shoes where
the Shechina should be tangible to us is an act of
defiance. To think it’s really YOUR WORLD could
be considered resisting the ultimate authority. He
bases this on a Gemara (Kiddushin 43a), according
to the opinion that Dovid was not guilty for the
death of Uriah Hachiti. Because Uriah was a Tm
mabma, traitorous to the kingdom, he was therefore
allowed to be put to death. Uriah referred (Shmuel II
11:11) to Yoav the general, as V’Adoni Yoav - Yoav
my lord, in the presence of Dovid the Melech. Rashi

comments (s.v. V’Adoni) - 75>ni 2192 NIX RIPpW 10 0T,
insubordinate in the presence of the king. Therefore,
when standing before the Melech on Holy Ground, we
remove our shoes to indicate we know who the “REAL
BAALHABOHS” is.

This Vort really resonated with me, and hopefully to
all of us, because of the world’s situation. We have
all tried to learn SOMETHING during this almost
a year of mxy . Boy, do we really need a Navi now.
So we are stuck with our own devices to figure out
WHAT THE o5y bSw man WANTS FROM US. One
of the lessons is the world is NOT OURS TO RUN.
The world as we knew it is but a nostalgic, distant
memory. Shul’s, Yeshivos, family Simchos, traveling
— we can add whatever bothers us the most. Just as
some of us had SOMEWHAT gotten used to this new
world and grew encouraged by the news of vaccines,
Hashem, it seems said, not so fast. My Yidden still
don’t get it and they hope to go back to the way it was
before — bmnxTy pwan. Think about it for a moment
— Does ANYONE think that the virus mutated on its
own, without Hashem?? We still need to “Chazer” the
lesson, to take off our shoes and remember who is the
REAL BAALHABOHS and not forget that He is still
sending us messages we must pay attention to.

May we all be Zocheh.

Among those that are nyw»> oayn

»Rafir AV

/w/f b prD
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[lluminating Man’s Inner World

JANUARY 9

2021 THROUGH THE LENS OF THE PARSHA

#005

Parshas Shemos - The Eternal Model of Leadership (i.e — Can we make America and the World Great Again)

Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

I wrote this before the events on Wednesday in the Capitol. I fully believed the words that I wrote on Tuesday and even more so in light of recent events.

ne of the predominant themes of 2020 both in
O the U.S and in Eretz Yisroel was the question of

leadership. Who is most fit to lead? What are
the characteristics that we seek in choosing a leader?
Which factors should be prioritized, and which are
secondary and not given full heed? While what has been
front and center in our consciousness are the elections
for President and Prime Minister, leadership is in fact
needed in every institution, community, and family. The
question is one of all importance. What qualities mark a
person - President, spiritual leader, boss, or parent - as
someone who is best suited to lead?

More ink has been spent on this topic than one can
shake a proverbial stick at, but for us one needs to look
no further than the handful of pesukim that describe
the ascension of Moshe Rabbeinu to the role of the
unquestioned leader of the Jewish people both in his
epoch and in any epoch since. We know so little about
his early life so the few ‘crumbs’ that we are provided
with are seized upon with great relish.

Let us mention a few well known sources that paint
the picture. The first time we have any exposure to the
grown Moshe, the Torah records that:

N1 DN7102 RYLIMINTTR RXNYN 773 0DD 02 N
1'0NN NIV YN NN XN WUR

Sometime after that, when Moses had grown up, he
went out to his brethren and witnessed their labors.
He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his
brethren. (Shmos 2:11)

Rashi, quoting the Medrash, highlights that the word
X'l is not some simple act of seeing. Rather:

DA'7y 1¥A NiYY7 271 111 |01 .DN7201 X1

AND HE SAW THEIR BURDENS — he set his eyes and
mind to share in their distress.

This is an act described by the ba’alei Mussar as ha’aras
panim - completely seeing and empathizing with
another person.

What happens after he sees this Egyptian striking his
fellow Jew?

7IN2 4NNV IXADTANY WIN 'Y 12 N NDIND |9

These words ‘and he saw that there was no man’
have been a source of debate for the last millennia.
Famously Rashi said that it means that Moshe ‘saw’
that no Jew would ever emanate from this Mitzri in the
future. The Netziv said that what it means is that Moshe
saw that there was no one to appeal to on behalf of this
besieged-upon Jew. There was no one to turn to who
would adjudicate the issue fairly.

The Ramban took a simpler and I believe a more
resonant approach and said that:

211|271 71207 713! 71 07nyI DNI721021 '75N01 Al
:¥YN'710 Ndnn nxnn

Moshe saw their suffering and saw that there was no
one else to jump into the fray. With that middah of
empathy and inability to tolerate cruelty he stood up
and smote the Mitzri.

As we continue along Moshe’s journey this theme
continues to emerge -namely Moshe’s inability to
watch oppression and not in some way to get involved.
Whether it was his desire to break up the conflict
between the two Jews in Mitzraim or in his advocacy
for the daughters of Yisro in Midian, Moshe was simply
unable to watch cruelty from the sidelines. This middah
blends seamlessly into his chosen profession upon
arriving in Midian - that of a shepherd.

The Be’er Mayim Chaim in quoting the famous Medrash
says the following:
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While the entire Medrash is beyond beautiful and paints
the exact picture that allows one to understand who
Moshe Rabbeinu was, the key conceptis that Moshe was
chosen to be the future leader of G-d’s people because
of the care and empathy that he demonstrated towards
the gentlest and most helpless of creations. The line is
worth repeating in that it describes the precise Jewish
ethic that informs not just appropriate leadership but
general behavior and outlook —

"N )2 DTIWA 7Y IRY AIN17 0'ANT 7 W 0"270 X
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Lastly, one reflects on the choice of a thornbush as the
vehicle of revelation to Moshe Rabbeinu. This was the
beginning of the grandest moment in Jewish History
and it began in the most inauspicious of places. The
medrash records a number of reasons for this choice.
One explanation that has always caught my eye was in
the Mechilta:
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HKB’H could have spoken from anywhere and from
any vehicle. The choice of the thornbush was a way of
communicating the necessity of humility in whoever is
chosen to lead the people. This is a theme that will be
revisited throughout the Torah - Moshe’s humility as a
prerequisite for leadership.

While there is no shortage of other themes that
are required in a leader and that Moshe himself
demonstrated - integrity, strength of character, unafraid

to make unpopular decisions, honesty etc. the initial
point of emphasis is empathy and humility, kindness
and ego-restraint.

Why are these the middos most emphasized in Moshe
Rabbeinu and in arguably all future Jewish leaders? On
asimple level the answer is obvious. A leader who is not
empathetic and who is led by his own ego-driven needs
eventually uses his power to serve his own ends and for
his own self-aggrandizement. But it is really more than
that. Effective leadership is when there is complete
identification between a leader and his people. An
entity be it a family or a country is an organism in which
the leader plays a primary role but is at the same time
completely integrated into that whole. There is a love
and an identification felt by the leader for his people
which is in turn reciprocated by the people’s feelings
for the leader. That can only happen with empathy,
with respect for the entire populace and with a genuine
spirit of humility. Most importantly, the leaders who
cultivate that spirit and that identification truly elevate
the national character.

Clearly Moshe Rabbeinu understood and cultivated
this unique, empathetic, and respectful relationship
between the leader and the DV. The Ramban (Bamidbar
16:1) points out that Korach’s rebellion could have only
taken place after the sin of the spies once the national
mood had been dampened, because prior to that the
nation loved Moshe in the way that a child loves a
mother and could not have fathomed rebelling against
him. Furthermore, the Ramban (Bamidbar 1:1) notes
that one of the purposes of doing a census was so that
Moshe Rabbeinu could personally interact with every
member of Am Yisroel.

At some point seemingly the feeling of complete
identification between Moshe and the nation became
threatened. The Rambam (in Hilchos Dei’os and in
Shemoneh Perakim) claims that Moshe’s sin at mei
merivah was that he angrily rebuked the people - Ivnw
DMINN N - listen to me you rebellious ones. When it
became clear that even Moshe had reached his limit
and that his ability to empathetically elevate the nation
had perhaps run its course then HKB’H decided that a
change in leadership was necessary.

A particularly profound line in Berachos 28a always
struck me as underscoring this dynamic between a
leader and his/her subjects. The gemarah records how
the Nasi Rabban Gamliel had entered into a public
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dispute with R’ Yehoshua and how Rabban Gamliel had
embarrassed his talmudic adversary. When Rabban
Gamliel, who came from wealthy nobility, entered into
Rebbe Yehoshua’s somewhat dilapidated home to ask
him for forgiveness, Rabban Gamliel made a comment
that indicated that he wasn’t really aware of the type
of life choices that someone of Rebbe Yehoshua’s
economic status was forced to make. Rebbe Yehoshua
responds sharply that

TR 7Y NY¥2 YTi' DN 'NY ,i011D NANY 1iT7 i7 iR
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Essentially saying that woe onto this generation that
you have been entrusted to lead for you have no true
understanding of the struggles of the people.

Rav Kook on that gemarah expresses the following
beautiful formulation

IITN7 77DW! A'NINNW NI'A7 121X 21NN 11T Nanin
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A leader may have many qualities but first and foremost
does he love, empathize with, deeply understand, and
fully respect the totality of the people who he serves?
If not, then D119 NARY 1IiT7 i7 'iX.

As the gemarah forcefully notes:
TWONW 7V OI' 721 [n*7Y 212 n"a7n nW7Y 131 1IN
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HKB’H cries daily when he sees a parnes (a leader)
lording over the community (Chagigah 5b)

Even leaving aside the countless models in Tanach and
from Chazal, we as Americans and as Jews have been
blessed to witness many leaders who reflect what I
believe to be the Torah’s vision of leadership. Abraham
Lincoln might be the greatest example of such a person
but there have been many others. Men and women of
decency and idealism who were completely connected
to the nation and to the people who they served and
who, because of that identification, were able to elevate
the entire national consciousness. David Ben Gurion
and Menachem Begun were flawed human beings but
at the same time they were genuinely great men who
brought out the best, most noble and most selfless

spirit in their countrymen. None of these people, G-d
forbid, can be compared to Moshe Rabbeinu but in
their ability to identify with, be identified with, and
passionately elevate the people they found similarities
with the greatest of our leaders.

It is just my humble opinion but to unapologetically,
unabashedly, and loudly support candidates who fly
in the face of the Torah’s eternal values of empathy,
humility, nobility, and integrity seems like aninadvertent
sidelining and disgrace of the Torah. The unintended
message would seem to be that the domain of the Torah
exists only in some black and white area of halakha as
opposed to being a Toras Chaim that informs every
piece of our lives. Very simply, if we believe in decency,
derech eretz, empathy, respect, humility, kavod habrios
etc. than taking public positions that fly in the face of
those most essential of values seems to me to be a
desecration of the HKB’H’s Torah that promotes those
values.

The hope is that leadership, be it in communities, shuls,
schools and in the government continues to attract
and inspire the best and the brightest. While great
men and women such as Moshe Rabbeinu, Dvorah
HaNeviah, Dovid HaMelech and Yoshiyahu HaMelech
all approached leadership with a certain healthy
ambivalence, eventually they heard the call to service
and brought both their great strength and their great
decency to bear in the service of Am Yisroel.

Let us hope that that is a model that we continue to see
and support for the betterment of our people and of
humankind.
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Bnei Yisrael who came to Egypt — nn™xn 0'xan 78w na
On the Seder night, when all Bnei Yisrael are sitting and relating
the miracles that at the exile from Egypt, one family also sat and
they too tried to enhance the mitzvos of the night and mainly to
be among those who ‘all who increase the telling of the leaving of
Egypt is praiseworthy’. But when they came to the words in the
Haggadah ‘B’chol dor v’dor chayiv adam liros es atzmo ke’ilu hu
yatza mimiztrayim’ — ‘In every generation it is one’s duty to regard
himself as though he personally had gone out of Egypt’. The family
had a problem. How can we regard ourselves as if we had gone
out of Egypt when we are sitting here around the tale likes royal
family members?!
The Tzaddikim have already revealed to us, and at the forefront
Rabeinu, the Arizal, that these days of the parshiyos from Shemos
to Mishpatim are great and propitious times, particularly to arouse
us to do Teshuva. The Torah reading stimulates the times, and
during these weeks when we read about the slavery in Egypt and
afterwards about the redemption and the exodus from Egypt, it is
during this time it is possible to be victorious over the personal
Pharaoh of each and every one of us, and to go out of Egypt, a
place of the fifty gates of impurity. But we must know this: A
person cannot leave a place if he does not know that he is there.
Therefore, these days were given to us as a gift in order to
appreciate our situation and to correct the flaws of the soul that
we have impaired, and by doing this, we can add sanctity to
sanctity.
It is written in the holy seforim that these parshiyos of the holy
days of Shovavim (an acronym for the parshiyos Shemos, Va’eira,
Bo, Beshalach, Yisro, and Mishpatim) everyone should examine
himself in the parshiyos of the Torah. When we read about
Pharaoh and his decrees, the individual must realize that this is
renewed by him every year — the new Pharaoh within him — Tux'
'q01' Nk YT' X7 — ‘who did not know Yosef’ (1:8) and every year his
decrees renew. It is incumbent on us to find ways to be victorious
against it when we remember that the encrustation of Pharaoh is
not removed without first being smitten. One with understanding
will overcome his yetzer with the first smite, and he will not need
ten makkos every time... Just as we learn about the decrees of
Pharaoh, so too we learn about the strength of Moshe and
Aharon, by following in their ways and learning from their deeds
we can be victorious against our Pharaoh and leave Egypt in truth.
- Introduction to Tiv HaTorah — Shemos
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Who doles out life to all the living —'n '73% n"n nin
| spent a long time looking for work until | found a job. This job was
tailored for me, at a candy store in my neighborhood. True, | do not
have a job every day, but Baruch Hashem | work most of the week
which is enough to sustain me.
There is an Arab there by the name of Achmed, who does not like
me so much that | am in the store as he feels threatened by me and
that there is a competition as to who is more experienced. Due to
his secretive competition, he tries to get the attention of the boss to
show he is more experienced which is fine by me. What bothers me
are the challenges he presents when he talks bad about me to the
boss and he cannot prove anything as it is all a lie and a ruse, and |
cannot defend myself because he does this behind my back and | am
not aware.
When | saw that the boss was tending to believe him (especially
since he has been there many years), | asked the Creator to step in
to help me.
The next day we had a large event that we had prepared for to meet
the high expectations and standards of the customer. That day, the
man raised a knife to cut a petit four, and he accidentally cut his
palm with the sharp knife, a very deep cut. He quickly ran to the
clinic for treatment, and | was left alone to prepare and arrange the
large order.
The story is not over. After a week of not coming to work because of
the cut and the stitches, he called the boss to tell him he was not
feeling well, and | worked extra hours in a pleasant environment.
Two days later we found out he had corona which gave me another
ten days of quiet and the boss was able to see how | worked and not
how the other worker was bad-mouthing me without my knowing.
Now that the boss saw that he had a reliable, dedicated worker, he
gave me more responsibility and a raise. He also gave me more
hours which made it easier for me to support my family.
It is important to point out that this worker had never cut himself all
the years he was working, he never took vacation so as not to lose
his seniority. But a short Tefillah from the depth of the heart caused
the Creator to arrange the cut and corona and enough time for the
boss to see what was really happening.
With thanks to the Creator of the World for all His kindnesses.
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Pharaoh’s daughter went down to bathe by the river and her
maidens walked along the river. She saw the basket among the
reeds and she sent her maidservant and she took it. (2:5)
The Baal HaTurim writes: Pharaoh’s daughter went down — the
final letters of these three words spell the word nnT, her faith.
This teaches that Pharaoh’s daughter went to the river to convert

to the faith of the Israelites.

This is also explained in the Gemara (Sotah 12b): ‘Pharaoh’s
daughter went down to wash herself by the river. R’ Yochanan
said in the name of R’ Shimon ben Yochai, “This teaches that she
went down to the river in order to wash herself from her father’s
idols (she went to convert), as it says Yeshaya 4:4) nx 'n yn1 X'
"Iy N2 nRY — ‘When my L-rd will have cleansed the filth of the
daughters of Zion’.

Anyone who hears this incident wonders, and the question
screams out for itself, what did Basya see to do this? We are
talking about the beloved house of the king of Egypt which, aside
for the pointed hatred of Israel in the royal palace, the king’s
house lacked nothing. If so, then why did she see fit to join the
Nation of Israel who at that time were deemed very low? The
Egyptians treated them with total abandon, they were simply
worthless. They worked them like donkeys without paying them.
They embittered their lives with hard labor, and they threw their
children into the sea. That is when the desire to be a part of the
Chosen Nation was aroused within her?!

| received the answer to this from a man who amazed me with
his direction. This man was a Holocaust survivor /o aleinu, and it
was only after this that he became closer to Judaism and he
accepted upon himself to be diligent in Torah and mitzvos.

When | was told about his past | was filled with amazement. It is
widely known that the terrible Holocaust caused two
destructions. The first one was a physical destruction, as they
killed a sizeable portion of the Jewish nation. Additionally, it
caused a destruction of the Jewish religion as a majority of the
survivors discarded the yoke of Torah from upon them Rachmana
litzlan. But this man who originally removed the yoke, just at that
time merited to be in the lap of Judaism, is this not something?!
Once, the right time came and | entered into a conversation with
him and among other things, | expressed my amazement, what
brought him to where he was?

The man agreed to settle my wonder and he began his words
with a parable [mashal]: When a boy talks in shul in the middle of
davening, and his chatter disturbs the congregation from the
davening. Perhaps the congregants scolded him, but generally
even if he did not listen to their scolding, they were not trying to
be mean to him. Except for one man who brought the boy closer
to him and slapped him across the face that made his head ring.
This man was no other than the boy’s father, after the father had
admonished the boy to stop his chatter, and he could not stop
the boy from misbehaving until he hit him.
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Of course, the father did not intend to cause the boy pain chalilah,
and the difference between him and the other men who were
scolding him was his desire to look out for the benefit of the child. In
general, the scolders were looking out for their benefit more than
the benefit of the boy. They wanted their Tefillah to rise properly
and the prattle of the boy was stopping this. But the father was only
looking out for the benefit of the boy, and he could not condone the
way his son was behaving.
“I saw something similar when | was in the jaws of the wicked ones
in the valley of death. It was there that | realized that these wicked
ones only wanted to do evil to the Jews. They not only wanted to kill
the observant Jews who were close to Hashem, but they also wanted
to kill the Jews who discarded the yoke of Torah and mitzvos from
upon them Rachmana litzlan, and even those who had already
assimilated among the nations Rachmana litzlan, and did not even
know that they were Jewish, the Nazis yemach shemam ordered that
they be killed.
“Since this was so, | set my eyes and my heart on the bitter reality
and | realized that this was unexplainable and beyond
comprehension. Had they just wanted to kill the G-d-fearing ones
then it was understandable that they hated the religion. But once
they wanted to kill the assimilated ones, then it was a sign from
Heaven that they were not the tormentors, this was only a proof that
there is a judge and there is justice, and our merciful Father was
keeping that which was in His Torah (Devorim 8:5) w'X 10" TWUXD 1D’
N0 7R "N N2 NX - ‘just as a father will chastise his son, so
Hashem, your G-d, chastises you’, and who will realize this and not
withdraw from his perverted ways?!”
In light of his words we can also explain the actions of Basya. True,
she saw with her own eyes the extent of the degradation that was
being meted out to the Jewish nation. She was also wise enough to
know the basis for the hatred of Israel, but there was one thing that
she did not have the answer to, what was the reason for all this?
What did the Bnei Yisrael do to them that implanted so much hatred
within them? When she did not find an answer for her bafflement,
she understood that this hatred was irrational and beyond
comprehension and it proved that it was the hand of Superior
hashgacha that was causing all this. It must be that it was for their
benefit, for HaKadosh Baruch Hu Who chose their ancestors would
not want to cause their descendants pain if it were not to benefit
them through it. When the benefit would be revealed it would prove
there is an exceptional excellence not found by the other nations.
Then, their Creator will exalt them and raise them up to higher and
higher levels. Therefore, she too wanted to join the nation of Israel.
Perhaps it was in this merit Hashem placed the saving of Moshe in
her hand as he was the savior of Israel. This aspect of her was also
found in Moshe, for just as Moshe was destined to place his eyes and
heart on the pain of Israel (meaning he felt their pain) [as brought in
Rashi to 2:11) 'Dni?202 X' — ‘and he saw their burdens — he
focused his eyes and heart to be distressed over them.] She too gave
her heart and eyes to the distresses of Israel.
For this reason, she earned an honorable place in the Eternal World
above, and she was able to enter twice a day into the hall of Moshe
Rabeinu since her trait was like his trait.
Nevertheless we see from all this the proper way to look at all the
grief that Israel is suffering in their exile is that this is a proof that
(Mishlei 3:12) 'm1' 'n 2anKR' "WKR DX ' — ‘for Hashem admonishes
the one He loves’ and we must long for the end of the posuk axdI'
'N¥7' |2 nX - ‘and like a father He mollifies the child’ speedily in our
days Amein.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Shemos 5781
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“Hashem said to him, ‘What is that in your hand?’ and he said, ‘A staff’”

Moshe’s Staff Was the Staff Yaakov Avinu
Used to Inculcate Emunah in His Flock

In this week’s parsha, we would like to focus on the esoteric
conversation HKB”H had with Moshe after delegating him to take
Yisrael out of Mitzrayim (Shemos 4, 1):

U IR FINTA RY 19N 90 1T TR K10 10N R 11 0Kt 1y
1Y 1NN DT FINAR IDTTW AN U0 AN T3 11T I T PR AN
DI 1T WO 130T TINT 7T YW fwa DR T 91N ian awh o ey
YR DITIAN PN DR1AN PUR TN NG 9D 190K [ynY 1803 unY e
apys PR ey

Moshe responded and said, “But they will not believe me,
and they will not heed my voice, for they will say, ‘Hashem did
not appear to you.” Hashem said to him, “What is that in your
hand?” and he said, “A staff” He said, “Cast it to the ground,”
and he cast it to the ground and it became a snake. Moshe fled
from it. Hashem said to Moshe, “Stretch out your hand and
grasp its tail.” He stretched out his hand and grasped it tightly,
and it became a staff in his palm. “So that they shall believe
that Hashem, the G-d of their forefathers, appeared to you, the

G-d of Avraham, the G-d of Yitzchak and the G-d of Yaakov.”

This exchange is astonishing. Afterall, Moshe Rabeinu was the
loyal shepherd, who always stood up for Yisrael. In fact, after the
“cheit ha'eigel,” he demonstrated his willingness to sacrifice his
life on their behalf by saying to HKB"H (ibid. 32, 32): xwnox nnyr
"NaND MWK 71207 N1 At X ax1 anxen—and now, if You would but
bear their sin; but if not, erase me now from Your book that
You have written. So, why did he doubt Yisrael here and suspect
that they would not believe him? Additionally, why did HKB"H
instruct Moshe to cast his staff to the ground, transform it into a
snake and have Moshe pick it up by its tail, before transforming it
back into a staff? What did this feat portend?

The Galus in Mitzrayim Was Aimed at Cleansing
Yisrael of the Contamination of the Nachash

We will embark on our journey by introducing the explanation
of the holy Alshich. He goes to great lengths to prove that the
galus in Mitzrayim was designed by HKB”H to cleanse Yisrael of
the corruption and stench of the primeval serpent that infected
all of creation due to the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as.” This was a
prerequisite for Yisrael to be able to receive the Torah. Through
their suffering and backbreaking labor in Mitzrayim, they were
cleansed of the contamination of the nachash, and HKB”H was

then prepared to give Yisrael the Torah.

To substantiate this claim, the Alshich cites the passuk
(Devarim 4, 20): 15 nab oraxnn ran 2150 2onR R0Re1 ' P nons
" s v oyb—but Hashem has taken you and withdrawn
you from the iron crucible, from Mitzrayim, to be a nation of
heritage for Him, as this very day. Rashi explains that an “iron
crucible” ("5raan m12) is a vessel with which they refine gold.
In other words, just like the impurities adherent to the gold need
to be removed by means of melting in an iron crucible, so, too, it
was necessary to purify and refine the neshamos of Yisrael from
their adherent impurities, by means of the suffering and hard
labor in Mitzrayim. This was the preparation necessary for them
to receive the Torah: “To be a nation of heritage for Him, as
this very day.”

It appears obvious that the assertion of the holy Alshich
is founded on the teachings of our great master, the Arizal
(Sha’ar HaPesukim, Shemos; Sha’ar HaKavanos, Pesach, 1). He
teaches us that all of Yisrael that endured the hardships of galus
Mitzrayim were originally part of Adam HaRishon when he
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sinned with the Eitz HaDa’as. To achieve their tikun, they were
required to undergo several gilgulim to rid themselves of that
contamination. First, they reincarnated into the generation of
the mabul; however, since that generation was yet tainted by the
evil of the nachash, they behaved corruptly.

Subsequently, they reincarnated into the generation of the
dispersion. There, too, they behaved corruptly and failed to
remedy their flaw. This is apparent from the passuk (Bereishis
11, 5): "@78 "13 123 WK Y1ann nR1 P ax mxay 1 1'—Hashem
descended to see the city and the tower which the sons of
man (Adam) had built. This passuk emphasizes the fact that
they were descendants of Adam (HaRishon), alluding to the fact
that they were incorporated within him. Then, they reincarnated
a third time, into the inhabitants of Sedom. Clearly, they failed
once again to make proper amends, as it is written (ibid. 13,
13): "xn 'Y mRom ooy oo *waRT’—the people of Sedom were
exceedingly wicked and sinful to Hashem.

After failing miserably three times to achieve their tikun,
they reincarnated a fourth time into Bnei Yisrael in Mitzrayim.
Due to their suffering and harsh servitude, they were finally
cleansed and worthy of receiving the Torah. Corresponding
to the generation that was wiped out by the mabul, Pharaoh
decreed (Shemos 1, 22): "im>bwn muxen 1ivon 1an Ya"—every
male child that will be born, you shall throw him into the
river. Regarding the sins they committed during the generation
of the dispersion, it states (Bereishis 11, 3): 1y YR @R 190K821"
By e R ARy maabn onb oonnt aenwy naawn ooaab maaba nan
"miy—each man said to his fellow, “Come, let us make
bricks and burn them in fire.” And the brick served them
as stone, and the bitumen served them as plaster. They
attempted to ascend to the heavens, deny Hashem’s sovereignty
and wage war against Him. Consequently, in Mitzrayim, they
were punished as follows (Shemos 1, 10): 199m1...17 rtasnna nan”
"puaabal 9@RIna nwp nTaya o nk—come, let us act wisely
toward them... They embittered their lives with hard work,
with mortar and with bricks. Corresponding to the building
of the city and the tower in that previous reincarnation, they
were punished accordingly in Mitzrayim (ibid. 11): >y 122"
"gonyT NN DINA nX nyaay nuson—they built storage cities for
Pharaoh, Pitom and Raamses.

Thus, we learn that when the “nachash hakadmoni” infected
Adam and Chava with its vileness and perversion, it infected, in
effect, all of the neshamos that were incorporated within their
beings. Clearly, this coincides magnificently with the explanation
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of the Alshich hakadosh—that the purpose of the galus in
Mitzrayim was to rid the holy nation that had reincarnated into
Mitzrayim of the contamination of the nachash.

At this point, itis worthwhile introducing an incredible insight
from the Shela hakadosh (Shemos). He explains why Yisrael
were enslaved specifically by Pharaoh in Mitzrayim. He asserts
that Pharaoh, the King of Mitzrayim was the embodiment of the
primeval serpent—the “nachash hakadmoni”; as such, he caused
all of Yisrael to sin with the Eitz HaDa’as. The source for this
notion appears in the Zohar Chadash (118, column 2). Therefore,
HKB”H arranged for the neshamos that were involved in the
“cheit Eitz HaDa’as” due to the influence of the nachash to suffer
the hardships of slavery under Pharaoh, the embodiment of the
“nachash hakadmoni.” Thus, the suffering would cleanse them of
the corrupt, perverse influence of the nachash. Thus, we see the
wonders of the Creator, the One and Only, at work. Ironically, He
arranged for the “nachash hakadmoni,” who had infected Yisrael
with its vileness, to be the one to cleanse them in preparation for
receiving the Torah.

Moshe a Gilgul of Adam HaRishon Rectified the
Neshamos that Sinned with the Eitz HaDa’as

To achieve a better understanding of the matter, let us
introduce another fundamental principle. In Likutei Torah (Ki
Sisa), the Arizal teaches: mRW 1251, 11WR1 2R N1M2 797 WRY Y7
"R B0 BIpw 1w 19, ava nnwan o S o nwran—know that
Moshe resembled Adam HaRishon; just as Adam HaRishon
encompassed all of the neshamos in the world, so, too, Moshe
was equivalent to all of Yisrael. In Sefer HaLikutim (Shemos),
the Arizal reiterates this comparison.

The Arizal (ibid.) adds that Moshe Rabeinu embodied the
good aspects of Adam HaRishon, after he performed complete
teshuvah. This is alluded to by the passuk in this week’s parsha
(ibid. 2, 2): "xw 312 »5 1R ®an"—she saw that he was good.
In other words, Yocheved, Moshe’s mother, perceived that he
embodied all the good of Adam HaRishon—the part that did
not participate or contribute to the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as.” The
Gemara (Eiruvin 18b) describes the teshuvah of Adam HaRishon
as follows: ,179 By mna moapaw ANTW 199 5100 5172 o (IWRAT 0N
"mw @whwt nRn nayna aw'—Adam HaRishon was exceedingly
pious; when he saw that creation had been penalized with
death on his account, he fasted for one hundred and thirty
years. Correspondingly, Moshe Rabeinu was born 130 years
after the beginning of the galus in Mitzrayim. This is evident
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from the fact that Bnei Yisrael were in Mitzrayim for 210 years,
and Moshe was eighty years old at the time of the exodus.

This explains very nicely what the Arizal teaches us in Sha’ar
HaPesukim (Shemos) regarding the passuk (ibid. 1, 8): 7>n mp
"w1n—a new King arose. He explains why HKB”H specifically
chose Moshe Rabeinu to take Yisrael out of Mitzrayim. As we
have explained, all the neshamos that were tarnished by the
“cheit Eitz HaDa'as” returned as gilgulim in Mitzrayim to be
cleansed through the torment of the hard labor and servitude.
Those neshamos represented branches of Moshe Rabeinu.
Hence, HKB”H imposed upon him the task of rectifying them and
taking them out of Mitzrayim.

Let us clarify. Moshe Rabeinu was a gilgul of Adam HaRishon,
who harmed all of the neshamos contained within him by
sinning with the Eitz HaDa’as. Thus, all of the neshamos that
reincarnated into Mitzrayim to accomplish their tikun for the
“cheit Eitz HaDa'as” were offshoots of the neshamah of Moshe
Rabeinu. Therefore, HKB”H chose Moshe—the embodiment of
the good aspects of Adam HaRishon—to remedy those tainted
neshamos and take them out of Mitzrayim.

We can now appreciate why Moshe feared that Yisrael
would not believe him. As explained, the neshamos of Yisrael
in Mitzrayim had been corrupted by the heresy of the “nachash
hakadmoni” in the Garden of Eden (Bereishis 3, 5): mopisx y11 90"
"Y1 210 YT DOPYND DR BNy Irpan unan novar o1l s—for G-d
knows that on the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened
and you will be like G-d, knowing good and bad. Subsequently,
they reincarnated into the generations of the mabul and the
dispersion. Both of those generations were evil and corrupt and
denied the sovereignty of Hashem. Thus, the lack of emunah
in Hashem was deeply rooted in them. Furthermore, HKB"H
decreed at the Bris bein HaBesarim—the Covenant of the Parts—
that they would be enslaved for 400 years; and they had not yet
fulfilled that decree. All in all, Moshe Rabeinu had significant
cause for doubt.

The Incredible Odyssey of Moshe’s Staff

Following this enlightening path, we will proceed to explain
HKB”H’s profound response concerning Moshe’s staff. We find
that that staff had a fascinating history. Its odyssey began in the
hands of Yaakov Avinu. It was subsequently passed down from
generation to generation; ultimately will end up in the hands of
the Melech HaMashiach, who will use it to vanquish idolaters

Shvilei Pincles

and heretics. Here is a pertinent excerpt from the Midrash Yalkut
Shimoni (Tehillim 869) related to the passuk (Tehillim 110, 2):

somna 90 NNARIY AP DY un T, un TN L een oAby iy non”
RN RN, TTID WK TURT TN T3 Y T0Rn R TT 1T AR N2y
DN TR TOW AN T2 Y 0Rn R Ta DUPYR et ftwn e
193 UMW ORI R, 1TE PR RPN ARG 1T A Y unn NI en
131,11 R T3 DRI TR 1T wIpnn nva 3anw Ty 9vnt Pon Yo
JNn T T iy Mo anRa 195,075 P12ty NN i ny

“The staff of your strength will be dispatched by Hashem
from Tziyon.” This refers to the staff of Yaakov; it is the very
same staff held by Yehudah, mentioned in the passuk (Bereishis
38, 18): “And your staff that is in your hand.” It was also the
staff held by Moshe (Shemos 17, 9): “With the staff of G-d in my
hand.” It was also the staff used by Aharon (ibid. 7, 10): “And
Aharon threw down his staff.” It was also the staff David held
in his hand (Shmuel I 17, 40): “He took his staff in his hand.”
Furthermore, it was the staff held by every single king until the
destruction of the Beis HaMikdash; then it was stored away for
safekeeping. For, it is destined to be delivered into the hands of
the Melech HaMashiach; with it, he will punish and subjugate the
idolaters. Therefore, it says: “The staff of your strength will be
dispatched by Hashem from Tziyon.”

Next, let us introduce the sacred words of the Tzemach
Hashem LaTzvi (Vayeitzei). He explains how Yaakov managed
to acquire his flocks of sheep while he was residing with Lavan
(Bereishis 30, 37): nivpan nR e pmnp 1y ny maab Sen apy i npn
"IRNTT OUY NINWY INRT NN WK DU NINPYa ownna bea wR—
Yaakov then took for himself a moist rod of poplar and hazel
and chestnut. .. and he stuck the rods which he had peeled
in the channels in the watering troughs. This peculiar act was
meant to be a symbolic gesture to free the neshamos of Yisrael
that were held captive among Lavan’s flocks. He employed the
Y"sn—the staff—which is an acronym for (Berachah of Modim)
"' 101 av1y'n"—we have always placed our hope in You.

Neshamos of Yisrael Were
Concealed among Lavan’s Flocks

As aloyal servant in the presence of his master, I would like to
expand on his sacred words. Yaakov says to Lavan (ibid. 30, 30): %"
529 MR ‘1 3% 21 yrnan ey 1Y o s vyn—for the little you
had before I came has multiplied substantially as Hashem has
blessed you with my coming. The Midrash (B.R. 73, 6) teaches us
how small Lavan’s flock was prior to Yaakov’s arrival: ,wa: moyaw”
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Deyaw 1o i, yn snna [ow 201 (7-19 0712T) vy T TR OPh IND RN
"ROYaW IND OR ,[Rgn Tmar 1] wal yaws (35-0 oaT)—seventy
souls; the text employs the term "vpn here and it also employs
the term "upn later on (Devarim 26, 5) . . . just as it means
seventy there... so, too, here it means seventy.

Afterwards, the Midrash (ibid. 73, 11) teaches us the degree
of Yaakov’s success (Bereishis 30, 43): “The man became
exceedingly prosperous (xn Txn3)"—how many sheep did
he have? Six hundred thousand flocks of sheep. According
to the Yifeh To’ar, we learn this from a “gezeirah shavah.” Here,
the passuk says "xn =xn”, and with regards to Bnei Yisrael in
Mitzrayim, it says (Shemos 1, 7): "mn 8m3 mxy»”. So, just as
Bnei Yisrael numbered six hundred thousand there; so, too,
the number of sheep here was six hundred thousand. At first
glance, we can only wonder: What is the connection between the
seventy souls that went down to Mitzrayim and increased to six
hundred thousand and the number of Lavan’s sheep that initially
numbered seventy and increased to six hundred thousand flocks
under Yaakov’s supervision?

Let us refer to the Nezer HaKodesh on the Midrash (ibid. 6),
authored by the divine kabbalist Rabbi Yechiel Michel of Galona,
ztz”]. He explains why Yaakov became a shepherd for Lavan based
on the writings of earlier sages. It was because the neshamos of
Yisrael that were tainted as a result of the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as”
reincarnated into the sheep that he cared for. Therefore, Yaakov,
the splendorous beauty of Adam HaRishon, came and took care
of them to heal them. Ultimately, they reincarnated into the
neshamos of Yisrael in Mitzrayim. Based on this premise, the
Nezer HaKodesh says:

11T MR NEEnS MY RYIann M ansa apye aonnn 1oy

19 Py KD PR TINY LIRSS D IUER TWRnY T, BT1a1 0TI nTIpy

INYT PPwRnY Pa 1T e 1manT nnan o RYR YT o fan nTan ey

11%3 1R TSw B, TN NATTRY 95 ARR DY IRRTTWITE NwS 1w nnn

(RS- URPI) 90N DY, ANRTY DIR WAIYh Whn oTR DINAT YRawe
JETINT RATTRY N AN P 11T, BAR DR SRR IR JINY TN

Yaakov devised many tricks and strategies to heal those
neshamos, such as the intricate procedure with the rods in the
sheep’s troughs. Thus, the sheep came into his possession. He was
truly a tzaddik; he did not perform these acts for monetary gain,
chas v’shalom; on the contrary, his sole aim was to return those
sheep to the realm of kedushah. Ultimately, they were elevated to
the status of “adam”—members of the nation of Yisrael.

Shvilei Pinclhes

This then is the point of the Midrash concerning the number of
Lavan’s sheep. When Yisrael descended into galus in Mitzrayim,
they numbered a mere seventy souls—Yaakov and his household.
Subsequently, their numbers increased to six hundred thousand.
The same was true of Lavan’s sheep that included neshamos
of Yisrael that had reincarnated; initially, they only numbered
seventy, but they eventually increased to six hundred thousand.
This is the gist of his explanation.

It appears that this is the source for what the Chakal Yitzchak
writes in parshas Vayeitzei. He presents a wonderful chiddush
regarding Lavan’s sheep: It is taught in our sacred sefarim
that the holy neshamos of the generation of the mabul, the
dispersion and the populace of Sedom reincarnated into
Lavan’s sheep. Our esteemed forefather performed a tikun
on their behalf. Through the process of gilgul, he elevated
them to the status of “adam,” and they reincarnated into
the generations that lived during the galus in Mitzrayim . ..
Therefore, Yaakov Avinu and the shevatim were shepherds—
to rectify those neshamos.

In keeping with our current discussion, itappears that his words
are a fantastic synthesis of the ideas of the Nezer HaKodesh and
the Arizal presented above. To summarize, the neshamos of Yisrael
that were tainted by the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as” reincarnated initially
into the generation of the mabul, subsequently into the generation
of the dispersion and the populace of Sedom, and ultimately into
the generations in Mitzrayim, where they achieved their tikun.
Additionally, we learned that prior to landing in Mitzrayim, those
three corrupt groups also reincarnated into the sheep of Lavan.

Now, with the insight of the Tzemach Hashem LaTzvi, we can
begin to comprehend the mysterious, symbolic gesture Yaakov
Avinu performed with the rods he placed in the sheep’s troughs.
Among those flocks of sheep, were great neshamos that were
tainted and longed to achieve tikun. Thus, their emunah in
Hashem was fortified, in the sense of ¥”pn, an acronym for a¥1pm
7% 1p—we have always placed our hope in You. They believed
firmly that HKB”H would take them out of the darkness and into
the light by allowing them to reincarnate into the generations of
Yisrael in Mitzrayim. There, they would achieve their complete
tikun and then merit receiving the Torah at Har Sinai.

“With my staff | crossed this Yarden”

It is with great pleasure, that we will now explain the matter
of the rods that Yaakov place in front of the sheep to fortify their
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emunah in Hashem. Let us consider: When did Yaakov first
acquire his staff? We can glean the answer from Yaakov’s plea
to HKB”H prior to confronting Eisav (Bereishis 32, 11): snaup”
T TN AR ANR3Y SYPRa 05 7T1aY DR NUwY WK Nt Yont orronn Yon
"muarm 2wy onen any1—I have been diminished (made small;
humbled) by all the kindnesses and by all the truth that You
have done for Your servant; for with my staff I crossed this
Yarden, and now I have become two camps. Rashi comments:
“For with my staff”: I did not have anything with me—not
silver, not gold, and not livestock—just my staff alone.

To comprehend Rashi’s comment, we will refer to the passuk
describing Yaakov’s first encounter with Rachel (ibid. 29, 11):
122 17 nX Xw’—he raised his voice and wept. There Rashi
explains: He cried because he came empty-handed. He
said, “Eliezer, my paternal grandfather’s servant, had in his
hands nose-rings, bracelets and delicacies; but I am empty-
handed.” Because Eliphaz, son of Eisav, pursued him at the
command of his father, to kill him. He overtook him, but
since Eliphaz grew up on Yitzchak'’s lap, he wavered. Eliphaz
said to Yaakov, “What should I do about Father’s command?”
Yaakov said to him, “Take my possessions, since a poor man
is considered like a dead person.” It was concerning this trying
ordeal that Yaakov remarked: “For with my staff, I crossed this
Yarden”—he remained bereft of all his material possessions; all
that he had left was the staff.

Letus elaborate. Itis notdifficult to imagine how easy it would
have been for Yaakov to fall to the depths of despair and to lament
his bitter fate. Was it really necessary for him to endanger his
life for the sake of those Berachos by disguising himself as Eisav
to deceive Yitzchak? His remark to Rivka expresses his fear and
concern (ibid. 27, 12): "%y snxam1 ynpnns 1P 20 as e TN
"m572 X1 vyp—perhaps my father will feel me and I shall be
viewed by him as an impostor; thus, I will bring upon myself
a curse and not a berachah. Notwithstanding, Yaakov did not
despair; instead, he reinforced his emunah in Hashem. The
Midrash (B.R. 68, 2) describes this sequence of events apropos
to the passuk (ibid. 28, 10): "mamrt 951 yaw 831 2py» xen"—and
Yaakov departed from Be’er Sheva and went to Charan:

DYma WY TaPT P, 0a 2009 1A 1Pa AR NanY SYnw aywa anyoN”
TIT,7913 11 9720 7211 RAN 71, TRRT T LLCIR TR KD N 01 KR 2N,
i Epn Ty RDR 9993 13 a0 T2 RIR Y nTow

When Eliezer went to bring back Rivka, what is written
(Bereishis 24, 10)? “Then the servant took ten camels, etc.” I,

Shvilei Pincles

on the other hand, have not a single nose-ring nor a single
bracelet. .. Then he reconsidered: Am I going to lose faith in
my Creator? Chas v’shalom, I will surely not lose faith in my
Creator. Rather (Tehillim 121, 2): “My help is from Hashem!”

Thus, the rods that Yaakov placed in plain view of those holy,
yet unfortunate sheep in Lavan’s possession, were an expression
of Yaakov Avinu'’s incredibly strong emunah. Eliphaz had robbed
him of all his material possessions; yet, he did not despair. He
inculcated this emunah in the neshamos that had reincarnated
into Lavan’s sheep; he did not want them to despair at being
confined in the bodies of livestock. He wanted them to be
resolute in their emunah that HKB”H would release them from
that confinement, return them to the state of human beings and
offer them the privilege of receiving the Torah. This was the
power of the Y"pn; it expressed a Jew’s eternal hope: “we have
always placed our hope in You.”

With this in mind, I had a fascinating thought. We learned in
the Midrash above that Yaakov’s staff was the same staff which
Moshe used to perform miraculous feats in Mitzrayim. But why
was it called a "spn” in Yaakov’s hands and a "mwn” in Moshe’s
hands? I would like to suggest that since Yaakov’s emunah in
Hashem was unwavering, it was called a "»pn"—an acronym for
7% v gy, In Moshe’s hands, however, it served an entirely
different purpose. He had to sway the hearts of Yisrael, who had
sunk to the forty-ninth level of tumah in Mitzrayim. Perforce, he
had to inculcate in them a resolute emunah in Hashem. Hence,
it was called a "mun”, which is related to the infinitive to sway
("mmanv); for, it was now the implement used to sway the hearts
of Yisrael to believe in Hashem and Moshe, His servant.

Explaining the Esoteric Dialogue
between HKB”H and Moshe Rabeinu

We can now begin to comprehend to some small degree the
curious exchange that took place between Moshe and HKB”H:
Moshe responded and said, “But they will not believe me,
and they will not heed my voice, for they will say, ‘Hashem

”m

did not appear to you.” As explained above, heresy and the
lack of emunah in Hashem was already deeply rooted in the
neshamos of Yisrael in Mitzrayim, since they had reincarnated
from the generations of the mabul and the dispersion. Hence,
Moshe had good reason to suspect that they wouldn’t believe

him, chas v’shalom.

RAMAPOSE
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To allay his fears, HKB"H responded with a compelling
argument: Hashem said to him, “What is that in your hand?”
HKB”H alluded to Moshe that the staff he held in his hand had
previously belonged to Yaakov Avinu. He had performed a
symbolic gesture with it to inculcate emunah in the neshamos
of Yisrael that were among Lavan’s sheep. As we have learned,
the Hebrew word for staff %"pn is an acronym for 1wy oviym
1%—a declaration of faith and emunah. Hence, Yaakov Avinu
had already paved the way for the neshamos of Yisrael that had

reincarnated into Mitzrayim to have emunah in Hashem.

To emphasize the tremendous power of Moshe’s staff and its
ability to sway the hearts of Yisrael to believe wholeheartedly
in Hashem: He (HKB”H) said, “Cast it to the ground,” and he
(Moshe) cast it to the ground and it became a snake. Thus,
HKB”H informed Moshe that if he failed to utilize the power
of the staff to instill in Yisrael a firm emunah in Hashem, the
“nachash hakadmoni” would awaken. It was the nachash that had
undermined the emunah in Hashem of the neshamos that were
part of Adam and Chava at the time of the cheit; it was because of
the nachash that they were compelled to reincarnate. Moshe fled
from it—as a gilgul of Adam HaRishon, he recalled that he had
already fallen prey to the nachash; that caused him to shudder.

Hashem said to Moshe, “Stretch out your hand and grasp
its tail.” According to the Toldos Aharon, authored by the great
Rabbi Aharon of Zhitomir, zy”a, HKB"H was telling Moshe to
overcome the nachash—the embodiment of the yetzer hara—by
considering its ultimate end—its tail. As we learn in the Gemara
(Succah 52a), HKB”H will ultimately slaughter the yetzer hara
and terminate its existence. So, he stretched out his hand and
grasped it tightly, and it became a staff in his palm. As aresult

N2

Shvilei Pinches

of the miraculous feats that he would perform with the staff,
HKB”H assured him: They shall believe that Hashem, the G-d
of their forefathers, appeared to you, the G-d of Avraham, the
G-d of Yitzchak and the G-d of Yaakov.

With this understanding, we can provide a very nice explanation
of the conclusion of the Midrash. It states that the staff Moshe used
to perform the plagues in Mitzrayim is destined to be delivered
into the hands of the Melech HaMashiach; with it, he will
subjugate the idolaters. Therefore, it says: “The staff of your
strength will be dispatched by Hashem from Tziyon.” Now,
it is written (Michah 7, 15): "mixba1 128K 287 IR0 INRE M05"—
as in the days you left the land of Mitzrayim, I will show it
wonders. According to the Tikunei Zohar (Tikun 18), this teaches
us that just as Moshe Rabeinu oversaw and directed the geulah
from Mitzrayim, he will do the same for the future geulah. This is
alluded to by the passuk (Koheles 1, 9): "mmw xvit mmw " —that
which was, it will be. The first letters of this phrase spell Moshe.
It is as if the passuk is stating by dint of allusion that “that which
was” — i.e. Moshe — “he will be” once again.

This clarifies the message of the Midrash very nicely. Moshe
Rabeinu used his staff to bring the plagues on the Egyptians.
Thus, he swayed the hearts of Yisrael to believe in Hashem. In
similar fashion, the Melech HaMashiach—who is none other
than Moshe Rabeinu himself—is destined to use the same staff
to sway the hearts of Yisrael in the future to believe in Hashem
by vanquishing the idol-worshippers, who did not believe in
Hashem and who oppressed Yisrael during the various galuyos.
This is the message of the passuk: “The staff of your strength
will be dispatched by Hashem from Tziyon.” It should happen

swiftly, in our times! Amen.
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

n this Parsha thought | want to offer a powerful life skill

which, when applied properly, will be transformational. |

often tell people that when you find yourself in a situation
that has no apparent solution, just put one step forward, then
the next,and keep repeating.You do whatever the “next move”
would be, even if it seems to have no possibility of improving
the situation.

Moshe Rabbeinu escapes from Paroh and runs to Midyan. He
has no apparent move. So, what does he do? He does the next
step. He runs to the well because that’s what you do when you
don’t know what to do.The Midrash (1:32) says, Kolat Derech
Ovos, Moshe Rabbeinu followed the path of the Avos. Just as
Eliezer and Yaakov did, Moshe Rabbienu understood that the
well is the next step when you have no next move.

Very often, when we try to get out of a tough situation, we
overthink and choose the highest profile move we can think of.
Instead, there are “next steps” created by our Chachamim and

they should be used whenever our situation has no apparent
solution.

For example, a child is completely out of control or an
employee is certain that he will be fired in the next few days. |
suggest to the parent that they should begin being nice, doing
favors, and giving space even if it is way too late for that. That
is because it is putting one foot forward and then the next.At
the workplace, the person should focus on doing what his job
requires and maybe a little more. It is his only move and it may
make a difference. | have seen this solve countless unsolvable
situations.

As a side note, often the best solutions are the ones that
require very few moving parts.They are simple, obvious, aren’t
any fun, and often overlooked. In addition, they are right in
front of us so that we don’t have to think.VVe can just ask what
our Chachamim did, like Moshe Rabbeinu, or simply choose
what is the obvious next step.

With Whom Do | Share My Views?

here is a repeated message in the Sefer Chochma

U’mussar that always resonated with me even though |

never had a clear understanding of his intentions. | want
to share it despite my uncertainty as to how the message will
be received or what | hope to convey. This article intends to
help me clarify it for myself as much as for readers.

The Sefer Chochma U'mussar writes that he won’t share any

insights that he has gleaned from the Torah with just anyone.

For him to share advice, the potential recipient must fulfill two
conditions.

The first condition is that the other person will appreciate what
is being said to him.Appreciating requires more than listening
and even more than simply understanding. Appreciating means
the person “gets” the essence of the message, to the extent
that the responsibility created by the message will be willingly
embraced and applied, because it makes so much sense to him.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

The second condition is that the recipient should not be from
those who love great messages but have a disconnect between
hearing it and internalizing it. That requires him to apply those
lessons in real life. He would not teach anyone who would not
be willing to apply the lessons to their own lives.

| wondered why he wouldn’t just share knowledge and let
people do with it what they want. Even if only one out of ten
people gains from it, the message bore fruit.

| would like to share what is a very “Frum” (am | apologizing?)
message that requires thought to appreciate and to apply it
to our lives. This is a Torah-based message. It should also be
considered as a guideline when being Mechanech our children
and advising our friends. Here are four reasons why sharing
wisdom with others should be done selectively.

1) This first one requires an introduction. There’s a significant
difference between people telling others how to act and telling
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them how to think. Telling people how to act, such as telling
a young child to make a Bracha, is relatively simple. When
you are asking them to do something, you are not asking
them to agree or to understand.You are just asking them to
follow instructions. Unless the person’s personality, or their
relationship with you, makes it possible that they may become
angry at you, there’s little that can go wrong. He either does it
or he doesn’t do it.

On the other hand, telling people how to think is fraught
with many dangers. If a person is unable to explain something
accurately,in an appealing manner; to someone who is receptive
and able to truly grasp the message, the recipient will have
“heard” a distorted message.

For example, telling someone that Hashem is our Father has
a specific goal, that the person will appreciate Hashem as he
appreciates his father. Nevertheless, the listener may have
a personal bias and therefore conclude that Hashem may
be our Father but that He is a cruel one. If the person is
angry at his father or with Hashem, the
conversation will quickly deteriorate. It
would have been better if the person
didn’t say anything to him because
it not only didn’t help, instead it was
counterproductive.

2) When people teach their children
how to live their lives, they are expected
to do so at age appropriate levels. For
example, the age of Chinuch for each
Mitzvah is decided on a case-by-case
basis. Brachos are taught from a very
young age, fasting on Yom Kippur much
later and Tefillin immediately before Bar Mitzvah. Similarly,
the amount of exposure offered to adults should be based
on their receptivity levels. Done incorrectly, children will only
hear a distorted message and so will unreceptive adults.

The damage is done because once someone is introduced
to a Mitzvah which the person is incapable of appreciating, it
results in a “frozen in time” perspective of that Mitzvah for
years to come, often for their entire life. Teaching a lesson for
which the opposite will be learned is easily understood to be
damaging.

3) Even more dangerous is when people feel that they grasp
a concept when they actually do not. It’s possible that their
interpretation will be the exact opposite of the intended
message. Wisdom misinterpreted can be dangerous. Once
again, it may be better not to say anything.

4) This final reason is a sensitive one and some people may

"...don't share A
Torah t[wugf»t wWith
someone who thinks
you Are telling him

A trivial storyy. "

not appreciate it even though they apply it in other areas of
their lives.Wisdom is a tool. Tools need to be kept clean and
away from careless hands.Wisdom is the same. It shouldn’t be
handled by anyone who won'’t appreciate what he is holding.
Wisdom is also an asset, a precious and rare one,and it should
not be shared with just anyone.

| want to share an incident that took place during our recent
dinner campaign. Someone donated an expensive bottle of
whiskey, a 30-year old Macallan, to Areivim, which we sold,
Boruch Hashem. What | am about to describe would also
apply to an expensive car, antique silver, etc.

When speaking of it to others, they listened with a reverence
that surprised me.When | shared my surprise, | was told that
| don’t understand how special this bottle is. It’s similar to a
friend who gets offended when someone drinks a good wine
from a plastic cup.Visually, to the connoisseur, it feels wrong,
as if they were violated.

How do you view a Sefer whose
message has been life-altering to you?
Do you treat it with reverence?! Would
you share a life-altering Torah thought
with someone who won’t appreciate it?

| think the reason this message
resonated with me is that it reminded
me how, in real life, Torah is precious to
some people. It may not be alive but it
still deserves the reverence of one who
is. No one would give a $500 bottle of
wine to someone unless they would
appreciate that it's a $500 bottle that
they are drinking. Equally, don’t share a Torah thought with
someone who thinks you are telling him a trivial story.

In addition, don’t give a $500 bottle of wine to someone who
will take it, thank you,and not think of opening it at a significant
simcha. It’s a waste of a gift. Don’t share Torah with someone
who will acknowledge its value and then throw it in the back
of his closet. It is not worth sharing something even if he will
show his prize off to others.

My message is that each person has assets, some that they
hold dear, others which they don’t appreciate. Our willingness
to irresponsibly share it with others is indicative of what we
think of those assets, which then determines how much those
same assets will serve us in life. Don’t squander an opportunity.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

A Study of Shabbos #13 - Chochmah and Binah - Pesach and Korbanos
By David Gurwitz

We are in the midst of reading the first six parshiyos of Sefer Shemos, known as Shovavim for
the acronym formed by the first letters of each parsha name. As I go through these parshiyos, 1
am reminded that one of the similarities between Pesach and Shabbos is the concept of being
saved.

The final sentence in Tehillim kappitel 107, which we say as we begin davening before Shabbos,
states, “Mi chochom veyishmar eileh veyisbonenu chasdei Hashem - Whoever is wise, let him
note these things and they will understand the kindnesses of Hashem.” Let us examine this
heightened sense of awareness of gratitude and the interplay between chochmah and binah.

Shabbos is a time to distinguish and wipe away the prior week, entering the world of “mei’ein
Olam Haba.” Rav Boruch of Mezhibuzh pointed out that the word mei’ein also means wellspring.
This teaches that Shabbos is the wellspring that flows to Olam Haba, since Shabbos gives a
person the kedushah to earn his share in Olam Haba.

Chazal tell us that after Shabbos, the malachim review the chiddushim that each additional
neshamah produced during Shabbos. Committing to take on a new action or learning seder, or
refraining from an action for the following week - im toshiv raglecha, is also a chiddush, a
newness. That is our spiritual derech for after Shabbos to aim for during Shabbos. This is one
way to come close to Hashem.

Parshas Tzav, my bar mitzvah parsha, contains a detailed treatment of both korbanos and
Shabbos. We have mentioned before that the “coming close” aspect of a korban - its literal
meaning - is, in fact, directly and powerfully related to Shabbos, as seen in the word tikrav,
meaning you shall come close.

Tikrav is comprised of the letters tof (400), kuf (100), reish (200) and bais (2). These letters
add up in value to 702, which, as we all know by now, is the value of Shabbos. You shall come
close is another way of saying Shabbos.

With this in mind, perhaps we can stop and think about the significance of this gematria and use
Hashem'’s weekly gift of Shabbos as a way to truly draw close to Him.

The Me’or Einayim explains that the Baal Shem Tov added the reading of Tehillim 107 at this
time, as we leave the six days of danger for the protection and salvation of Shabbos.
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One of the sons of the Me’or Einayim was Rav Avrohom Twersky, the Triske Rov. He provides a
fascinating insight regarding Shabbos and its related power of teshuvah. The 39 melachos that
we are forbidden to perform on Shabbos can be looked at as three groups of thirteen. Thirteen
is the value of the word echad, one. The letter alef has a value of one, so, when it is spelled out
- alef (1), lamid (30), pey (80) - it has a value of 111. Three - representing the three echad
aspects of alef - times 111 equals 333, which is the value of the word sheleg, snow. We can
make ourselves free from sin and white as now if we follow the mandate to not perform the 39
melachos on Shabbos.

It is interesting that the value of the words mi chochom veyishmar eileh, with the kollel, equal
the value of teshuvah, with the kollel.

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/ comments on the end of kappitel 107, which, interestingly, is
also the kappitel related to Parshas Tzav, because, besides focusing on the individual chassodim
of Hashem, it contains various pesukim addressing korbanos.

Rav Hirsch focuses on the relation between the words chochom, wise person, and veyisbonenu,
meaning to grasp - mi chochom veyishmar:

"Veyishmar, as in ve‘aviv shomar es hadovor, means 'to take note’ and 'note for further
consideration.” Hisbonein is 'to bring (a fact) to one’s own understanding,’ to ‘grasp,’ as in
‘eidosecha esbonein’ (Tehillim 119:95), and ‘vehisbonein nifla’os Keil’ (Iyov 37:14). The Tehillim
is saying that 'let him who is chochom, he who has gleaned from Hashem’s teachings, the correct
understanding of Hashem and of mankind’s role, take notice of such events as are described in
this Tehillim. In this manner, one will attain the proper view of the merciful acts of Hashem.

"Men will no longer evaluate such events in accordance with what they seem to be at a cursory
glance, but in accordance with their true significance for the instruction, testing and refinement
of mankind. They will then view both joy and affliction as demonstrations of Hashem’s loving-
kindness, and they will honor and appreciate both accordingly.

“It may also be that chasdei Hashem is the subject, and even as bonein (yevoneneihu, Devorim
32:10) means ‘to cause another to understand’ or ‘to instruct another,” so yisbonenu would mean
'make themselves be understood by others.” They cause others to gain better insight into
themselves.

“Mi chochom veyishmar eileh veyisbonenu chasdei Hashem - Whoever is wise, let him note these
things and they will understand the kindnesses of Hashem.”

To be continued...

David
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And the midwives feared G-d; they did not do as the King of
Egypt told them. (1:17)

The Torah lauds the midwives, Shifrah and Puah, for
defying Pharaoh’s diabolical decree, maintaining that their inner
strength and courage were the product of their profound yiraas
Elokim, fear of G-d. Two weak, defenceless women stood up to
the most powerful despotic ruler in the world and refused to
murder the Jewish infants. True, they gave excuses, but anyone
with a modicum of intelligence knew that what they claimed
could not have been true all the time. Their yiraas Shomayim,
fear of Heaven, knowing full-well that Hashem is above everyone
- and no excuses or mitigating, extenuating circumstances can
rationalise transgression - guided them. It is either permissible or
it is prohibited. There is no grey area. Elokim is Hashem’s Name
connoting Strict Justice — which means exactly what it reads:
strict, unembellished, unvarnished justice.

What, indeed, is the essence of yiraas Shomayim that
grants a person the strength to overcome all obstacles and stand
up to all challenges? Horav Yisrael Belsky, zI, quotes the pesukim
in Yeshayah (51:12,13), Mi at va’tiri mei’enosh yamus u’miben
adam chatzir yinasein. Va’tishkach Hashem oseich noteh
shomayim v’yoseid eretz, “Who are you that you fear from
mortals and from men who will be made as grass? You have
forgotten Hashem, your Maker, Who spread out the heavens and
set the foundation of the earth. The Navi says clearly that a
person can only be afraid of another human being if he has chas
v’shalom, Heaven forbid, forgotten Hashem Yisborach. To the
contrary, the only way a person can stand fearless before any
human being, regardless of his position/station in life, his power
and ruthlessness, is if he possesses a strong, uncompromised
sense of yiraas Shomayim. One who fears Hashem — fears no
man. One whose fear of Hashem is deficient — has no limits to
whom and what he fears.

To define yiraas Shomayim, | would suggest that a
person who truly fears Hashem feels His immediacy at all times.
Some people are observant and very committed, but do they feel
Hashem’s Presence in their lives at all times? When the Gerrer
Rebbe, the Imrei Emes, arrived in Vienna in 1923 to attend the
Knessiah Gedolah, he remained outside the hall, refusing to
enter. His gabbaim, attendants, explained to the event organisers
that the Rebbe had issues with the mechitzah, separation
between men and women. Although the women were seated in
the balcony which surrounded the entire room, there were no
curtains. Thus, anyone who looked up saw the women. This, as
far as the Rebbe was concerned, was a breach of Jewish law. He
would not enter the room until the breach had been corrected.

When a group of rabbanim heard about the Rebbe’s
“stringency,” they disagreed; they felt the mechitzah was fine
and did not require repair. The consensus of opinion ruled that
they would ask the Chafetz Chaim, zl, who also happened to be
attending the conference. They would all abide by his ruling. The
sage replied, “According to halachah, Jewish law, the mechitzah
is kosher and does not require any alteration. However, since
some Jews have requested an ‘upgrade’, we should acquiesce to
their demands.”

He continued with this reasoning (as quoted by Horav
Elimelech Biderman, Shlita), “When Hashem is with us, we have
nothing to fear. David Hamelech states in Tehillim 23, ‘Even when
| go in the valley of death, | have no fear... because You are with
me.” However, when Hashem’s Presence is not with us, we are in
grave danger. When there is a lack of tznius (moral modesty,
chastity), Hashem removes His Presence from within our midst. It
is, thus, to our benefit to be machmir, stringent, in matters of
kedushah, holiness, and tznius. It will catalyse a higher level of
protection and siyata diShmaya, Divine assistance.” These
gedolim felt Hashem’s Presence in their midst and realised the
consequences that relaxing a stringency might catalyse.

The Chafetz Chaim was wont to say, Der velt zogt az mir
zol zein frum, un frum un klug. (G-d-fearing, G-d-fearing and
wise). Ich zog, az mir zol zein klug, un klug, un frum, “The world
says that one should be G-d-fearing and wise, | say that he
should be wise and G-d-fearing.” (In other words, wisdom should
precede his observance, because a person should have sufficient
common sense and acumen to determine when it is appropriate
to be stringent, upon whose shoulders one is imposing his
stringency, and at what expense. Every issue must be carefully
weighed and decided appropriately in such a manner that no one
is offended. Obviously, this applies only with regard to a
stringency. When it involves normative halachah, we have no
room for compromise. There are no grey areas.)

1795 NTYRT YRR NN 2w
Before the midwife comes to them, they have given birth. (1:19)

The midwives explained to Pharaoh that the Jewish
women were unique in that they gave birth even prior to the
arrival of the midwife. Thus, the midwives were powerless to
prevent the male infants from entering the world. Certainly,
Pharaoh did not want them to commit a wanton act of murder.
Horav Ovadia Yosef, zl, related the following incredible incident.
One Erev Pesach, a young father who lived on a Moshav south of
Yerushalayim came to him with a six-year old boy.

“Kavod Horav, will the Chacham bless my son? After all,
he was born because of ‘you,’”” the young father explained.
(There are quotes on “you” for a reason, to be explained in the
course of the story.)

“In 1998 (four years after Rabbanit Margalit Yosef had
returned her soul to its holy source), | was asked to conduct the
Pesach Seder at an absorption centre. Many of the new olim,
émigrés, were experiencing Judaism for the first time. The Seder
would be, for many of them, their segue into traditional Judaism.
| agreed to lead the Seder and make use of this opportunity to
reach out to the attendees to bring them closer to the religion of
their forebears. Shortly before the chag, festival, was to begin,
my wife felt that her pregnancy was coming to its conclusion and
she must go to the hospital. Imagine, arriving at the hospital to
be informed that due to the upcoming festival, all the midwives
had left for chofesh, vacation, to spend time with their respective
families. There was, however, one midwife on staff who was
present to cover any emergencies. If my wife could ‘wait’ a little,
while the midwife attended to another patient, she would soon
be in to help her.
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“When my wife saw that it would be some time before
she would be attended to, she asked me to leave and attend the
Seder for the olim: ‘B’ezras Hashem, with the help of the
Almighty, in the merit of the mitzvah that you will perform, I will
get through this without mishap, and it will be a mazel tov for
us.” With tears in my eyes, | left my wife to lead the Seder. It
pained me greatly to leave her alone in the hospital, but how
could I ignore the three hundred olim who were waiting to hear
the d’var Hashem?

“Understandably, following the Seder, | returned to my
wife to learn of the mazel tov, birth of our son, who stands with
me here today. My wife told me that she had an intriguing
experience while | was gone. She lay there alone in the room,
happy that | was performing a mitzvah, but nervous and afraid,
when suddenly a woman stood before her, dressed all in white,
similar to that worn by the nurses. She said to her, ‘Listen to me.
My name is Margalit. | am the wife of Horav Ovadia Yosef. | come
to you from Heaven to assist and be with you. Do not be afraid;
do not worry. | will be with you the entire time.” Within a few
moments, my wife gave birth and the (neshamah of) Rabbanit
disappeared.” (The reader now knows why there were quotes on
“you.”) When the story was related to Horav Chaim Kanievesky,
Shlita, he said that he believed the story. In the merit of the
mitzvah and in the merit of the woman’s mesiras nefesh,
dedication to the point of self-sacrifice, Hashem did something
I’'maaleh min ha’teva, supernaturally, to help the woman. She
deserved it.

ARIT Y PRnR 7YNe N2 M
Pharoah’s daughter went down to bathe by the river. (2:5)

The Baal HaTurim writes that the last letters of va’teired
bas Pharaoh — daled, saf, hay, spell dassah, her religion. This
teaches us that Bisyah, daughter of Pharaoh, was not taking a
random trip down to the river. She went there to immerse
herself as her concluding step toward converting to Judaism. This
comment is already stated in the Talmud (Sotah 12b), “She went
down to the river to wash herself off from her father’s idols.”
Horav Gamliel Rabinowitz, Shlita, asks an intriguing question. Of
all times to join the Jewish People, this was not the most
propitious. No people were more reviled in Egypt than the Jews.
They were treated as parasites and enslaved. Their lives were
meaningless to the Egyptians, who persecuted and murdered
them, first at random, and later in a systematic process to
destroy them physically and emotionally. Why would Bisyah
decide now, of all times, to join this downtrodden, rejected
nation?

Rav Gamliel explains that it all depends on one’s
perspective. How one views an incident determines how he will
experience it. In his commentary to Va’yaar b’sivliosam, “And
(he) observed their burdens” (2:11), Rashi comments: “Moshe
Rabbeinu went out to see the suffering of his brethren and grieve
with them.” He identified with the Jewish People. Although he
was raised in Pharaoh’s palace, an environment that bespoke
anti-Semitism, he retained his pedigree and remained committed
to the heritage of his parents, Amram and Yocheved. By
identifying with the pain experienced by the Jews, Moshe
became one with them. Likewise, Bisyah ruminated over the fact
that the Jews were the target of such vicious animus. Why the
Jews? It must be that their values, way of life, and religious
conviction posed a threat to the pagan, hedonistic culture that
characterised Egypt. The average Egyptian viewed the
downtrodden Jews as dismal failures, pathetic examples of
human deficiency. Why would they want to have anything to do
with them? Not so Bisyah, whose perspective was like Moshe’s —
empathetic, profound, intelligent. The Egyptians must have had a
reason to single out Klal Yisrael as the subject of such treachery.
Rather than simply being punished, they were being refined,
much like gold in a crucible. Egypt was the crucible for purifying

and refining the Jewish nation, and from there it will emerge to
distinction — both spiritual and material. She wanted to be a part
of this nation. She sought to share in their greatness.

Rav Gamliel relates that he spoke to a Jew who is fully
observant, who claimed that the suffering he witnessed during
the Holocaust inspired his current level of observance. Prior to
the war, he was a free-thinking, assimilated Jew, who maintained
no belief in Hashem, His Torah or mitzvos. This transition was
actually an anomaly, since it was increasingly more common for
one’s questions vis-a-vis the Holocaust to catalyse a rejection of
the faith, rather than motivate return and embrace. The man
explained with an analogy that allowed him to see the light: “A
young child who was brought to shul was disturbing the
congregation. Unable to read and bored, he reacted to being
cooped up with a bunch of “old” men who were davening. The
members of the congregation did not like being disturbed, so
they responded in the usual manner, by “shushing” and
motioning to him to be quiet. At times, their patience wore thin,
but, one thing was certain, no one would lift a finger to the child
— except for his father. When the father saw that all the signals
and warnings failed to quiet his son, he lifted his hand and
administered corporal punishment. Certainly, this was not out of
a lack of love, but rather, out of a sense of responsibility, because
he loved his child and wanted to see him develop into a fine,
upstanding, fully-observant ben Torah. The slap was an
expression of love and care — not animus — or lack of control.
Likewise, the discipline to which we are privy is a demonstration
of our Father in Heaven'’s love for His children. Evidently, we are
not all able to see or sense this phenomenon. When you think
about it, do all children recognise and acknowledge that their
parent’s discipline is an expression of love? It demands maturity
and even a little empathy, whereby the child imagines that
he/she was the parent who was compelled to address their
child’s present behaviour, and to “modulate/tweak” its course so
that the future they all hope for would be realised.

Rav Gamliel sums it up: For every event experienced
both by the communal Klal Yisrael or the individual Jew, if
he/they apply their heart and eyes to it (in other words, they
think rationally, with common sense, empathy and an open
mind), it will have a positive effect in catalysing a better Jew and
a better nation. One who expands his mind and thinks will soon
see how much Hashem loves him/us. Troubles should not turn us
away from Hashem; on the contrary, they should bring us closer,
because it shows that He cares.
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And Bnei Yisrael groaned from the labour, and they cried out, and
their outcry rose up to G-d... and G-d heard...
and G-d remembered His covenant with Avraham, Yitzchak and
Yaakov. (2:23,24)

The Jews had been suffering for years from the back-
breaking labour forced upon them by the Egyptians. They must
have cried, groaned and moaned before. Now, the covenant with
the Patriarchs came into play. This was not a new covenant. It
had been around for quite some time. Why now? What change
transpired that now, after all this time, Hashem listened,
remembered and responded to these pleas? Horav Yisrael Belsky,
zl, recounts from a Shabbos Shuvah drashah, lecture, rendered
by Horav Yonasan Shteif, zI, that responds to this question.

Golus comes in two forms: physical and spiritual.
Physical bondage is physically painful, causes deep anxiety and
depresses a person, as he sees life and hope diminishing every
day. Spiritual exile requires a deeper sense of self and one’s
spiritual needs in order to feel the spiritual angst that
overwhelms a person as he feels his relationship with Hashem
waning with each passing day. To put this into perspective, |
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suggest that we each ask ourselves how we felt locked in our
homes as the Covid virus raged. No shuls, no bais hamedrash,
with shiurim on the phone. The first time that we were allowed
back into shul to daven with a minyan was exhilarating. Imagine,
living like this in an oppressive country, where Jewish religious
observance is punishable by death or life in Siberia — which is the
same. This is spiritual bondage. In order for it to be considered
exile, however, one must feel that he is missing something, that
he is being deprived of life itself. If he feels no loss, then it is not
much of an exile.

It is natural to complain when one is in pain. When one
is suffering, anxiety and depression are to be expected. Thus,
when Klal Yisrael first began to cry out, it was tears inspired by
pain — the pain of physical deprivation. The labour was
overwhelming, backbreaking work that produced absolutely
nothing. Physical pain, anxiety and demoralising labour will
destroy a person. So they reacted with tears. Hashem heard
them, but waited patiently, because the golus, exile, would
eventually come to an end. The Jewish People would outlast and
outlive the Egyptians. Their suffering would come to an end.
Hashem had promised this to the Avos, Patriarchs. It was like
engraved in stone. So what had changed?

During the many (210) years of miserable suffering, the
cries had subtly changed. The people began to realise and finally
acknowledge that physical pain was not the worst that one could
experience, as long as he was not alone. When one comes to the
horrible realisation that, with time and increasing pain, his
relationship with Hashem, his sanctity, was slowly diminishing,
and, if things were to continue in this manner he would have
nothing — neither body nor soul; he had reached the end of the
line. The inexorable toll that the hard labour was taking on their
emotions and ability to think and connect with Hashem was
destroying their Jewishness, without which they were nothing.
Now, they had serious reasons for crying. The physical pain was
destroying them spiritually.

This is what they cried about — now. The last vestiges of
their closeness to Hashem was quickly dissipating. If Hashem
would not listen to them, they were finished. It was crunch time.
This is why Hashem remembered His covenant with the Avos,
which is the root of our eternal connection with Hashem. The
Almighty saw that we were in danger of losing that connection;
the twines of the “rope” that connected us to Him were tearing,
one by one. Without the kedushah, sanctity, of being Bnei
Avraham, Yitzchak, v’Yaakov — what makes us distinct? It is what
exemplifies us and discerns us. In the merit of this heightened
awareness which was (sadly) inspired by their suffering, Hashem
hastened the redemption and liberated them from the Egyptian
bondage.

Perhaps the greatest exile is when one does not know
that he is in exile and begins treating his dismal circumstances as
the “new” way of life. | was just learning with someone who had
once been observant. “Life,” “situations,” “environment” all took
their toll on his spiritual development. Soon after completing his
yeshivah high school education, his religious trajectory changed
directions, and today he is far from his original destination.
Obviously, his children and grandchildren were never introduced
to, or indoctrinated in, his “original” way of life and are today
very distant from Torah and mitzvos. | asked my friend if he has,
over the years, talked to his grandchildren about his parents,
who were Holocaust survivors, and whether he has touched on
the Holocaust and the spiritual heroism manifest by our brothers
and sisters. His response troubled me: “lI am not permitted to
mention anything negative to my grandchildren. In fact, when
they conduct a Pesach ‘Seder,” | have to gloss quickly over Makas
Bechoros, killing of the firstborn Egyptians, because it implies
negativity and sadness.” This is my understanding of spiritual
exile, when one does not even understand what is happening,
when Hashem speaks to us and no one is listening — because it
might project negativity.

What keeps us going? Only our connection to Hashem
allows us to maintain our fortitude in the face of the most
horrific challenges. A well-known story concerning the saintly
Horav Meir, zl, m’Premishlan, was often related by the holy
Kaliver Rebbe, zI. Rav Meir used to immerse himself in a mikvah
situated on top of a snow covered mountain. Despite his
advanced age, Rav Meir clambered up the mountain without
help. The man who accompanied the Rebbe was much younger
than he, yet he slipped and fell with almost every step. He asked
the Rebbe, “How is it that Your Honour walks up so steadily,
while | am constantly stumbling?” The Rebbe replied, “He who is
bound to the One Above will not fall below.”

We each have our own unique “cord” for connecting
with Hashem. Our nation has survived throughout the millennia
because we never let go. The holy Berdichever Rebbe, zl, Horav
Levi Yitzchak, would declare in his Erev Yom Kippur drashah,
“Ribono Shel Olam! To build a building, iron, stone and water are
needed. If You need iron to build the Third Bais Hamikdash, we
are iron, since we have continued our commitment throughout
time, despite a sea of troubles. If You need stones, how many
Jewish hearts have slowly turned to stone because of all their
troubles and suffering? If You need water, you have plenty of it in
the endless tears of Klal Yisrael”

We each have our own way of holding on.

Va’ani Tefillah

o avw
Sim shalom
Establish peace

Shalom, peace; shleimus, wholeness, perfection: Two
words that are actually one. True peace is shleimus, perfection. It
is an absolute similar to truth; it is either perfect or it is not
peaceful. Flawed peace is not peace; it is nothing. As Horav
Avigdor Miller, zl, says, “Peace is a wondrous contrivance, for
peace requires countless thousands of factors which must
participate and which must function perfectly; and if one factor
would be lacking or would malfunction, there would be no
peace.” Thus, we conclude Shemoneh Esrai with the blessing of
shalom. Furthermore, when we have peace, it does not just
happen. Hashem contrived peace as a creation that represents
ultimate inclusiveness and kindliness. Rav Miller observes that
when blessing follows adversity, everyone notices and thanks
Hashem. What about when nothing transpires, there is no
enemy, and people “just happen” to live in harmony with
tranquillity reigning throughout? People often make the mistake
of thinking that peace does not need a Supreme Motivator and
that tranquillity is not a positive gift, but merely a lack of
misfortune. As believing Jews, we know that nothing “just
happens.” Peace is no different. Without Hashem'’s intervention,
peace, like everything else, would be nothing more than an
elusive dream.
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They Kept Their Names
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“And these are the names of the children

of Yisroel who were coming to Mitzrayim;
with  Yaakov,
household came.” The Posuk is going to
recount the names of Klal Yisroel who
went down to Mitzrayim. Why did the
Torah say “nmw?” The word, “nny” —
“names” seems to be extra here, for the
Posuk should have said, “...7xw' 12 n'7n1”
—the way the Posuk is written, it sounds
like the “ninw” came down to Mitzrayim,
as opposed to people.

We know that the word, “n7x1”
means to add on to something already
stated. What is the Torah adding on to
here? Additionally, the word, “nnw” —
“names” seems to be extra here, for the
Posuk should have said, “...78 ' 12 p'7x1”
—the way the Posuk is written, it sounds
like the “ninw” came down to Mitzrayim,
instead of people. Chazal tell us that the
purpose in Klal Yisroel having to go
through servitude in Mitzrayim was to

each man and his

purify and prepare them to be Mekabel
the Torah. The Zohar Hakodosh in
Parshas Yisro says that the Torah is all
Names of Hakodosh Boruch Hu. The
Torah is telling us here that the “nmw” —
the names — which refers to Hakodosh
Boruch Hu, went down to Mitzrayim with
Klal Yisroel. “n7n1” - The Torah is telling
us that the Golus Mitzrayim was because
of the Torah, which is all the Names of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu. (7w ma7)

The Posuk says, “apy' nx” for
they all came to the knowledge of and
Kavanah of Yaakov, meaning that they
knew that the Shechina was going down
to Mitzrayim with Yaakov.
Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave Yaakov a
Havtacha, Bereishis 46:4 “y TR DX
N7y D2 172ux DIN nnn¥n” — and therefore,
“Na..apyr N —  with  Yaakov, the
Shechina came. (q"ow ™nn)

It says in the Zohar Hakodosh
Shemos 2:4 that when the Posuk says,
“wX” it refers to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, as
it says later 15:3 “nnn7n w'x "1.” This was
the Havtacha that Hakodosh Boruch Hu
gave to Yaakov Avinu that He would go
into exile with Yaakov. Not only that, but
the Posuk tells us, “Ixa inal w'x” — that
the Shechina came with the entire “x"mo
n7yn 7¢” — the entourage of the Malachei

Since

Hashareis. They all accompanied
Yaakov Avinu into Golus. (q"ow *"nn)

The first letters of these words
spell, “nnwy” — “captivity.” These
indicated that even while Klal Yisroel
were in captivity in Mitzrayim, they
nevertheless maintained the “names of
Bnei Yisroel” for they did not change
their names. As it says in Pirkei D’rebbe
Eliezer that in the Zechus of Klal Yisroel
not changing their names, keeping their
language, and their clothing, (some say
that they had a Zechus in that they did
not speak Loshon Hara) they were Zoche
to the Geulah of Mitzrayim. The Posuk
begins with the word, “n7x1” — which has
a I in the beginning of the word,
connecting to what was stated before.
The previous Posuk tells us that Yosef
Hatzaddik died. The Torah is telling us
that Yosef commanded Klal Yisroel not to
change their names. Although Paroah
changed his name to niw® nioy, he
nevertheless told them not to change
their names. (100 7v2)

The Ba’al Haturim says that the
first letters of these words spell, “naw” —
“captivity.” One of the Zechuyos that
Klal Yisroel had to be redeemed from
exile is that they did not change their
names. Why was this a Zechus for them,
when one would think that any nation
would seek to retain their names, their
customs, and their language, as that is
what they believe to be for them a beauty
and an honor? Certainly, when a nation
resides on their own land, language,
names, and customs, are what they hold
very dear. However, Klal Yisroel were
not on their own land. They were in a
land not theirs, and would be for many
years until they would be Zoche to receive
the holy Land of Eretz Yisroel.
nation like Klal Yisroel, who were not
settled in their own land, but knew they
would be wandering for many years in
lands not theirs, they may have thought
that it was a good idea to mingle and
adapt to the customs of the lands that
they would be in so that they might find
favor in the eyes of their host countries.
Klal Yisroel did not do so, and they
remained faithful to their heritage, by

For a

keeping their names, language, and

customs. dJust as they were going into

“naw” with their names, so too they

would leave with those same names
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intact, and the point is that although
they were in “naw” — “captivity” they still
kept their names, and that was a great
Zechus for them. (@10 NN)

Now we can understand why the
Torah uses the word, “ninw” here. Klal
Yisroel were about to experience a very
The
servitude in Mitzrayim was intense, and
Klal Yisroel were a beaten down nation.
Where would they have the strength to
endure the pain, and continue on? Why

difficult time in their existence.

would they want to live? The Torah is
telling us the answer to these questions —
‘nnw.” The Torah is comprised of the
“Names of Hashem.” Hakodosh Boruch
Hu went down to Mitzrayim with Klal
Yisroel. Through the pain and suffering
Klal Yisroel experienced, they needed to
know that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is
always with them. The extreme pain and
suffering was the medicine needed, the
purification process, in order for Klal
Yisroel to receive the most precious gift
in this world, the Torah Hakdosha. Klal
Yisroel kept their names, they kept to
their roots, and knew that Hakodosh
Boruch Hu was with them. While this
was true for the Golus in Mitzrayim, it
was also true for many other exiles and
afflictions that occurred to Klal Yisroel.

There were many who went
through the greatest atrocities at the
hands of the Nazis, Yemach Shemom
V’zichrom. How could it be that there
were any Yidin who survived those
horrors, and continued their lives as
Frum Jews?! The answer is that they
“kept their names.” They knew that
Hashem was with them. They may have
not understood the reason for the pain
they experienced, but they knew that
their loving Father, the Ruler of the
world, was there with them, ensuring
that they only received that which was
needed. We must strengthen our
Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and
know that He is always there with us.
One should never know from Tza’ar,
though one must work on his Emunah at
all times, so that he knows in the most
harrowing times in life, that Hashem is
with him. May we be Zoche to strengthen
our Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu and
never let go of it.
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Now Vou Kyow!
When Hashem appeared to Moshe at
the burning bush, Moshe asked His
name. “When they ask me Who sent
me, what shall | say?”

Hashem responded, “I will be what |
will be... So shall you tell the Children
of Israel, “I will be” sent me.”

Rashi quotes the Gemara in Brachos
(9b) which says that Hashem told
Moshe, “I will be” with them in this
sorrow, “and | will be” with them when
they suffer other persecutions.

Moshe asked, “Why should | tell them
that they will have other sorrows?
Isn't it enough to suffer when they
happen?” Agreeing, Hashem modified
His name and told Moshe only to tell
them that “I will be” sent him.

We must take significant note of this.

Though it would be a greater praise
to call Hashem the One who would be
with us is all sorrows, Hashem was
willing to forgo that honor so as not
to cause anyone pain.

We should consider this well and
ensure that when we look for our
reputation to be burnished, that it
doesn’t cause pain to anyone else.
Hashem testified that it isn’t worth it.

Thought of the week:
Don't write your name on sand,
waves will wash it away. Don't
write your name in the sky, wind
may blow it away. Write your
name in the hearts of people you
come in contact with. That's
where it will stay.
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“The King of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shifra
and the second whose name was Puah.” (shmos 1:15)

When Pharoah’s stargazers told him a Jewish savior would be born, he was frightened and
tried to alter the future by directing his own fate. He therefore told the midwives to kill the
Hebrew boys. When that ultimately didn’t work, he issued the famous decree to throw the
boys in the Nile.

The Torah here tells us that he spoke to the midwives, one of whom was named Shifra and
the second who was named Puah. There’s a difference of opinion in the Gemara in Sota
whether these were Yocheved and Miriam or Yocheved and Elisheva, wife of Aharon.

The question is why the Torah found it necessary to interrupt the story to tell us their
names. Why not simply tell us what Pharaoh said to them? And if it was key for us to know
who they were, why not say, “And Pharaoh called to the midwives, Shifra and Puah”? For a
Parsha and a Sefer of Chumash known as “Shmos,” the mention of the “names” is
obviously given great significance.

The Midrash in Koheles says on this Posuk, “Says R’ Shimon bar Yochai, a good name is
more beloved than the Ark of the Covenant because that traveled ahead of the Jews a
distance of three days, but a good name travels to the ends of the earth.” It continues to
praise the concept of a good name, and then offers a number of different reasons that
Yocheved and Miriam earned the names Shifra and Puah, all relating to their care and
defense of the Jewish children.

The Midrash ends off by saying that a person has three names: one that his parents call
him, one that others call him, and one by which he is known in the history books. We can
suggest that the name one’s parents give represents their hopes and aspirations for the
child. The name he is known by to others is how they perceive him from their interactions
with him. Ultimately, though, what goes down in the record books is the name he earns
through his actions.

When Pharaoh called the midwives, the Torah told us those last names, the ones they
earned through their determination to protect their charges; through the care and concern
they had which were meaningful for all time. It was important at that point to interject those
names so we could identify what gave them the strength to defy his orders.

When one has principles guiding his life, that defines him and molds his character. When
one is dedicated to others, he will be selfless because that's who he has become. His
name, the one which will go down in history, will not be what anyone else calls him, but
rather the name he chooses for himself, by the way he lives his life.

The Chofetz Chaim was called to testify in a secular court. As an introduction, the lawyer
wanted to impress upon the judge what a sterling reputation the Chofetz Chaim had.

“Your honor,” he said, “They say that one day a guest stole some silver cutlery from this
man. The thief ran from the house and the Chofetz Chaim ran after him shouting, “Hefker!
Hefker! — These things are ownerless!” He did this so the man would not be considered a
thief in the eyes of Jewish law.”

The judge sneered at the lawyer and said, “Come on, do you really believe this story?”

The lawyer replied, “Your honor, | don’t know whether it's true or not, but | know one thing:
They don't say such stories about you or me.”
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