EVENTS
THIS WEEKEND!

THIS FRIDAY NIGHT:
ONEG SHABBOS - TISH
WITH THE BIALE REBBE

THIS SUNDAY:
KOLLEL LOMDEI SHAS
PARLOR MEETING

SEE INSIDE FOR
DETAILS >>
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THE ENTIRE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF MONSEY IS INVITED TO

w FRIDAY NIGHT
ONEG SHABOSS - TISH

SHABBAT PARSHAT YINN MAY 17

....BIALE REBBE...

OF BNEI BRAK

AT THE RESIDENCE OF

MR. & MRS SHLOMO & SARAH GOLOMB
27 ROBLE RD. SUFFERN ny 10901, At 9:30 pm

Women section open

Come and invite your friends to this holy event with singing and dancing

Havdalah Motzai Shabbos with Klezmer will be held @ 9:35 pm at the address above

THE REBBE WILL BE SHARING HIS VALUABLE TIME WITH INDIVIDUALS
TILL TUESDAY NIGHT MAY 21

w11 JAY COURT MONSEY NY 10952

For appointments and information please call:

TEL.917-272-4045

bialebneibrak mail.com




BS"D

Biale Rebbe of Bnei Brak arrives to MONSEY

Hardly a year has passed since the Biale Rebbe of Bnei Brak has visited MONSEY, yet hundreds are excitedly anticipating the return of their revered
Rebbe. Each year when the Rebbe arrives in Monsey, where he lodges, the place becomes a public source of attraction as hundreds of people of
various standards and types gather. The house becomes a hive of activity as lawyers, doctors, lay leaders, rabbis, educators and teachers, ranging
from Hassidic to modern orthodox mingle as they flock to the Rebbe's house. From early morning until the small hours of the night the streets
resound with miraculous tales of unnatural miracles seen and experienced firsthand as a result of the Rebbe's blessing.

Recently, large rallies of prayer were held throughout the world. Thousands prayed for the Rebbe to heal from his illness. The Rebbe was
hospitalized following a heart attack where he received medical treatment. From all over people were heard praying for the Rebbe's well-being.
Rabbis called to their congregations to pray for the Rebbe, young and old were united in tearing the heavens apart for "their" Rebbe.

What is his secret? What is it that pulls so many people to seek his presence again and again? What is it that causes thousands of people from
different backgrounds to seek the Rebbe? What is it that brings people with no semblance to Chassidim to cleave to the Rebbe with all their might,
involving him in every move they take in life? At every occasion, be it happy or sad their first phone call is to include the Rebbe! What is it that
unites young boys and elderly, kehillah leaders and American high profile political figures alike to swarm to the Rebbe?

THE FAMOUS STORY

Last year the community of Long Island was ablaze with the following amazing story: the young man who was the cause of this uproar was a chasan
who revealed the story to his guests at his own engagement party. This young man — son of a respectable family residing in the area has a friend
who became engaged immediately after receiving a blessing from the Rebbe the previous year. And so, he decided to try the same "tactic" and
went to visit the Rebbe to receive a blessing to find his destined match. When he came to the Rebbe, the Rebbe told him that if he is meticulous
about a certain mitzvah for the duration of forty days he will immediately become engaged to be married. This young man was shocked at how the
Rebbe whom he had never met before knew exactly what mitzvah he was lax about, accepted the "deal". He began to fulfill the required mitzvah
steadily but on the 22M day he forgot! The same thing happened twice more. However, on his third try he managed to stay focused on the mitzvah
for forty successive days. On the fortieth day a relative contacted him to suggest the girl with whom he eventually became engaged. Now, during
his engagement party he explained to his guests how come "I am standing here right now in the merit of the blessing from the Biale Rebbe Shlita
from Bnei Brak.

The power of the Rebbe's blessing is well known in Central Manhattan. Many resident's have their own unbelievable story to share. Two years ago,
the Rebbe received the public in the home of a well known business man who was close to reaching his fortieth birthday — a bachelor. Prior to
bidding him farewell the host brought the Rebbe a bottle of whisky wishing to drink lechaim with the Rebbe. The Rebbe returned the bottle saying
"save this whisky for next year. Next year when | will return we will drink lechaim together with your wife! The following year, at the time of the
Rebbe's visit to Manhattan this young man was a newlywed of one week!!!

An honorable Rabbi relates as follows: "l was in contact with a couple, a chasan and kallah who had a certain problem of whom no one beside for
the couple and myself knew about. Prior their wedding they went to receive a blessing from the Biale Rebbe. The Rebbe who had never met them
before informed them of their problem. Ever since, | have yet to make a decision without consulting the Rebbe!"

"GO PROPOSE NOW"

Many young couples are waiting to meet the Rebbe. Each one shares his own tale. The first one tells us: | was in the middle of dating seriously and |
had doubts, | could not decide. | consulted my uncle who is a smart man and he in turn directed me to the Rebbe. | arrived at the Rebbe's lodgings
where tens of people were waiting to be seen. When my turn arrived the Rebbe greeted me as if | was the first he was seeing today... The Rebbe
listened carefully weighing my question seriously. Finally, he proclaimed. "The Yetzer Hara loves to instill doubts into single people's mind when the
right match is in question! This girl is your true match there are no doubts, so when are you going to propose?!" the Rebbe told me to leave
immediately to inform her of our engagement. Thank G-d | listened to the Rebbe and now we are both here!

Many share similar stories how the Rebbe finalized their engagement. Young couples who were having shalom bayis issues and with the Rebbe's
mentoring restored marital harmony and happiness to their homes. These stories mingle with stories of business men who reaped great success
after receiving the Rebbe's blessing. Childless couples who had all but lost hope were blessed with children. People who were being harassed by
the legal system and could not sleep at night from fear were miraculously straightened out after receiving the Rebbe's blessing. So, it is really no
surprise or wonder at the crowds waiting to meet the Rebbe.

One Friday afternoon, ten minutes to candle lighting, the phone rings. The gabbai answers, and listens as a respectable man, executive of a chain of
nursing homes throughout the country worriedly informs him of a sudden inspection which has just arrived. The Rebbe shlita tells the gabbai to tell
him not to worry. The Rebbe who is at the time in California tells the gabbai to invite the caller to Melava Malka seuda and "bring with him good



tidings". Needless to say, on Motzei Shabbos the man came to the Rebbe's Melava Malka and related to the entire assembly how the Rebbe's
blessing resulted in a miraculous turn of events.

THE REBBE SHLIT"A

Twenty-two years ago, The Rebbe was barely in his early thirties when the yoke of leadership of Biale chassidus Bnei Brak was thrust upon him. His
greatness and guidance reached far beyond the borders of Bnei Brak as the Rebbe chose to draw his brethren from all over the world close to him
by encouraging and helping them. The Rebbe is leader and mentor of a most respectable chassidus which is centrally based in Bnei Brak and has
branches in Jerusalem, Beitar Eilit, Ashdod, Bet Shemesh and Modiin Eilit. This has added a new \old hue to the leadership of Biale chassidus. Every
day hundreds of people from varying backgrounds, Sephardim and Ashkenazim alike. Ultra orthodox and those who have just donned a kippa, from
Cholon to Bat Yam, Beer Sheba to Eilat all stream to one address. This Young Rebbe who was barely elected as Rebbe opened his door and his heart
to the whole of klal yisrael. The Rebbe dedicates hours upon hours of his precious time to klal yisrael. Welcoming them with his compassionate
heart and warm smile. People enter his room carrying a heavy load of troubles and worries however when they leave they are lighthearted and
hopeful.

Biale Chassidus' holy lineage stems from the holy sage Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchok from Peshischa. This revered tzaddik lived some two hundred years
ago and was known to all as the "holy Jew" — 'The Yid Hakudosh' from Peshischa. He was a disciple of the holy "Chozeh of Lublin" who was the
fourth generation of disciples of the holy Baal Shem Tov. The Yid Hakodosh was the greatest of Polish Rabbis, and the Rabbi to the leaders of Gur,
Kotzk, Alexander and other great luminaries. Generations of tzaddikim in succession continued the tradition of the "Yid Hakodosh". This chain was
continued from father to son until the flame was rekindled in our generation by the holy tzaddik and Rebbe — Reb Yechiel Yehoshua from Biale,
may his holy memory be blessed. He was the grandfather of our revered Rebbe, a direct descendent, fifth generation of the Yid Hakudosh.

The Chelkas Yehoshua

Prewar Poland boasted of the Rebbe's grandfather, Reb Yechiel Yehoshua Ztzk"| as one of its greatest leaders. However, his fame reached a
pinnacle during the terrible holocaust when he uncompromisedly sanctified Hashem's name, first in occupied Poland and later in the freezing
Siberia. His selflessness was indescribable. When he reached Israel all the great Rabbis acknowledged him as a great tzaddik. He was defied and
honored as an angel in a mortal world.

The Lahavas Dovid

Next in line was the Rebbe's father, the holy Rabbi Dovid Mattisyahu ztzk"l. He was renowned and famous for his purity and greatness. During his
lifetime, his father appointed him as head of yeshivas Biale. During his travels throughout the world he revived the broken hearted with his moving
prayers and heartfelt talks. People were drawn to him from afar. His tall handsome profile reminded many of his holy father's image.

The Rebbe continues to tow this beautiful golden chain. However, he does not suffice with leading his own community. He is concerned about the
welfare of all of Klal Yisrael. Several times a year he leaves the comforts of his home and visits countries and communities where no other Chassidic
Rebbe has ever spent a Shabbos before. He embraces those who have strayed. He strengthens, encourages, motivates and directs until another
Jew has found his way back to our Father in Heaven.

THE REBBE’S MITZVOS

During his annual visit to California, he is always welcomed by a Jew who proudly displays his tefillin saying: "Rebbe! Here are my tefillin! This man
was born to a family who barely visited the Reform temple twice a year. Ever since he met the Rebbe he dons his tefillin daily. At every visit he
comes to tell the Rebbe, hence his proclamation of "Rebbe! Here are my tefillin!

A Hollywood female celebrity returned to the ways of her Jewish fathers. Late in age she married and now she comes to the Rebbe to be blessed
with offspring. She feels connected to the Rebbe shlita with her whole being, and indeed the Rebbe blesses her to be "doubly blessed!". After a
while she gives birth to twins. At the Rebbe's annual visit she invites all her friends from her Hollywood past and introduces them to the Rebbe.
One of her acquaintances in this group is a very publicized agent of one of the largest famous bands in the USA. The Rebbe spends several hours
with her before she accepts upon herself to start keeping Shabbos and kashrus. The following year she invites the Rebbe to come spend Shabbos at
her home. The Rebbe arrives with a minyan and a sefer torah. Her home is situated in a very prosperous district in the mountains. One hundred
and fifty Jews from that region join the Rebbe at his Shabbos tisch. Amongst the crowd there were movie players, a female reform Rabbi and other
Jews who had never before attended a Shabbos meal, never mind a Rebbe's tisch. The Rebbe made kiddush and proceeded to expound on the
holiness of Shabbos, klal yisrael's uniqueness, explaining how a real Jew does not mingle with the goyim, a real Jew keeps Shabbos etc. etc. the
Rebbe proceeds with zemiros and dancing as these lost souls join in. After the Rebbe eats the fish, he wishes to drink lechaim. A tall boy sporting a
pony tail pulls a bottle of shnaps from somewhere and wants to pour the Rebbe a cup. The Rebbe stops him asking "when did you bring this
bottle?" The boy admits to bringing it now with his car. The Rebbe asks him what time it was and once again the boy admits that it was already
Shabbos. "G-d loves honesty" the Rebbe tells him. And he continues "l want you to know that if you keep Shabbos you will have tremendous luck
your entire life. You will find a special woman and never lack for anything." "Rebbe | will keep Shabbos" the boy exclaims. That Shabbos he slept on
the couch and ever since he keeps Shabbos. It is needless to mention that all the Rebbe's promises were fulfilled.

Following the ways of his ancestors up to the Baal Shem Tov, the Rebbe travels from town to town and searches for lost souls. Every Jew he meets
receives individual attention and guidance. The Rebbe recognizes the spark however dim that is aflame within every Jew and all he asks is that the
Jew accept upon himself one mitzvah. In this way he rekindles the flame and this is the merit behind the many blessings which are fulfilled.



THE FATHER OF THE ORPHANS

The Rebbe's institutions are famous throughout Israel. The center is based in Bnei Brak, and there are branches all over the country. However, his
favorite project is the welfare of "his" orphans. The Rebbe is father to fifteen biological children and more grandchildren. However, hundreds of
children throughout the world call him "Father". Amongst the many institutions which are under his auspices is the yeshiva gevoah called "Mishkan
Shimon Biale" which is situated in Beitar Ellit. Batei Midrash and kollels for young men are spread out in Bnei Brak, Jerusalem, Beitar Ellit, Modiin
Ellit, Ashdod and Beit Shemesh. However, the institution for widows and orphans are under the Rebbe's direct administration. This fund supports
the widows and orphans studying in the Rebbe's institutions. The desolate orphans receive everything they need of the best quality and quantity.
This includes clothing, shoes, scholarship, dorm service and of course pocket money. All this is naught compared to the personal attention the
Rebbe bestows upon them. As far as the Rebbe is concerned they are his fully adopted children. His house is their house, their worries become his
own. Point in case - the Rebbe who had just returned from a trip to the USA one Erev Pesach told his driver to take him to visit his orphans directly
from the airport. His own family and children can wait — his orphans come first. Upon his arrival the Rebbe gave each orphan gifts and pocket
money enough for everything he needs for yom tov. Only then did he make his own way home to his family and yom tov preparations.

Biale institutions in Israel, outstanding development:

For many years the Rebbe's "children" reside in an old building in the town of Beitar Ellit which is close to Jerusalem. The building lies in close
proximity to the borderline and faces directly the Arab town "Hussan". The Arab inhabitants have a daily view of a Jewish town developing right in
front of their hate filled eyes. The town is part of the "occupied territories" in an old dilapidated building. In the winter the rain leaks in, in the
summer it is more of a furnace. This year the Rebbe reached a decision: NO MORE! "My wonderful children" deserve better! In recent months a
new campus is being built on Kedushas Levi St. in the heart of Beitar Ellit. The campus will include spacious classrooms, computer and game rooms.
A fully equipped dormitory and a modern kitchen. Everything one would wish for in one's own home.

In addition to the above, a huge chesed center is being built on HaRebbi Milubavitch St. the Rebbe is renowned for his acts of chesed. He is the first
address which needy widows and orphans turn to. Truckloads containing everything possible are sent on every erev chag to provide the needy with
everything they need for yom tov. Clothing, shoes, fish, meat, chicken, goodies and last but not least a hefty cheque to enlighten their sorrow filled
hearts. Very often the Rebbe takes part in weddings where he acts as the "father" on both sides.

AROUND THE CLOCK

As day turns to dusk in New York, the phones in Israel become alive! Now it is the Jews of Israel's turn. They call non-stop asking the Rebbe for
blessings and advice. Then when the Rebbe returns to Israel it is the yidden in Los Angeles, New York, Miami and New Jersey who are calling. It
makes no difference, they are all his children. Hundreds of emails are sent to the Rebbe's office daily, and the Rebbe devotes precious hours to
answer them personally. He carries these requests with him and remembers them in his daily prayers, and when he prays at his forefathers'
gravesite. The burden becomes his own. He is with them in their sorrow and delights in their happiness. Seven gabbaim are employed throughout
the day to provide immediate response to the thousands calling the Rebbe. How happy are the gabbaim when they can inform the Rebbe of
another baby born a couple engaged or yet another miraculous turn of events!

EDUCATION AND MARITAL HAPPINESS:

Amongst his other vast talents is the Rebbe's deep understanding in matters of education. Parents worldwide call him for advice in education
dilemmas. Very often the Rebbe's advice leaves the parents in surprise. Yet it is this very unique approach which eventually brings about a positive
change to the entire family. Homes which were full of strife and angst are now happy, warm nests. So too, many issues of marital distress were
solved by applying the Rebbe's insightful advice. Restoring peace at home is high on the Rebbe's list of priorities. Many hopeless couples who were
already applying for divorce had a miraculous turn about enabling the holy shechina to dwell in yet another Jewish home.

An engagement at three o'clock a.m.

The Rebbe has an interesting "hobby". He enjoys seeing more and more new Jewish homes being established. Amongst the thousands of single
boys and girls seeking for their true match. Anxious parents of aging children beg the Rebbe for a blessing and advice. The Rebbe not only bestows
his holy blessing and direction to these desperate people but also takes an active part in finding them a match. In several weeks the wedding of two
orphans, residents of Long Island will take place. Only the couple are aware of the secret that if not for the Biale Rebbe this would not be
happening. The Rebbe encouraged, supported and even "pushed" the couple to make the decision. Hours upon hours were devoted to this holy
cause and finally one early early morning at three o'clock a plate was broken and another home was established. All in the merit of the Rebbe.

THE REBBE KNOWS!!

A couple enters the Rebbe's chambers, both have written a request with their names and the names of their children. Each name had a different
request. One was having trouble in school another needed help in his business. The Rebbe looks on the kvittel and tells the husband "you should
take a walk with your wife once a week! if you will respect your wife your problems will be solved. The woman burst out crying. This is the first time
they meet the Rebbe, and he is aware of everything going on between the couple. The Rebbe is unconcerned about the tens of people waiting
outside and patiently expounds on the importance of peace. The Rebbe gives them detailed instructions how to bring their hearts closer. The
Rebbe tells them that the key to happiness and success as well as nachas of their children lies in the respect shown between the parents. And so,
another couple exists with a happy smile on their faces. After a while the secretary receives a note from the wife saying: the Rebbe saved our
marriage!!!"



THE REBBE'S ADDRESS IN MONSEY

These days are happy days for the residents of Monsey as they are anxiously preparing to meet once again with their beloved Rebbe. The Rebbe
will be staying in Monsey, from Wednesday May 15 for one week at the house of the honorable hostesses Mr Chaim Citronenbaum. At 11 JAY
COURT MONSEY NY.10952.

SHABBOS FARBRENGEN AND TISCH IN MONSEY

Thousands are expected to join and enjoy the amazing "Oneg Shabbos" tisch which the Rabbi will hold the next Friday night. The great Shabbos will
take place on Parshas Emor on the 17th of May 2019 At the residence of Mr. & Mrs. Shlomo & Sarah Golomb 27 ROBLE ROAD MONSEY NY. 9.30.

The most special part of the tisch is during the famous kiddush which the Rebbe performs. It is well known that the Rebbe's kiddush is capable of
bringing about great miracles. The emotive singing and dancing at the Rebbe's tischim elevate its participants to a standard of "maeyn oilam
habah!" —an inkling of the world to come-and then followed by an abundance of divrei torah and hashkafah.

An amazing story has lately been publicized. A Monsey NY resident relates his experience in his own words. "Nine years ago, | was already married
for several years, a happy family with four healthy daughters. However, my wife and | both craved for a boy. | gave the Rebbe a kvittel which listed
the names of our family. The Biale Rebbe looks at the kvittel and says "what about a boy?" | answered that my wife and | would be delighted to
have a boy. The Rebbe shlita says "come to my tisch. Friday night is a time for yeshuos!" Friday night | took part in the "oneg Shabbos" tisch. A large
crowd participated enjoying the Rebbe's divrei torah and zemiros. Suddenly the Rebbe lifted his eyes and searched through the crowd as if
searching for someone specific. The Rebbe looked to all directions until he caught my eye. The Rebbe took a piece of bone from the fish which he
had just eaten, gives it to me and says "take a bein" (bone in Yiddish is a "bein" whereas "bein" is the Hebrew word for "boy"!) after the tisch the
Rebbe spoke privately with me and told me which resolution to undertake. The miracle was imminent!!! Less then a year passed when | found
myself standing outside the labor room excitedly calling the Rebbe in Israel, Bnei Brak. "Mazel Tov! | screamed "I have a son! "mazel tov" the Rebbe
answers "l already know".

Havdalah Motzai Shabbos with Klezmer will be held @ 9:35 pm at the
residence of Mr. & Mrs. Shlomo & Sarah Golomb

27 ROBLE ROAD, MONSEY

Now the residents of Monsey have this unique opportunity. If you have not yet had the merit
of meeting the Rebbe and would like to book an appointment for a personal consultation, a
blessing or advice call the Rebbe's private secretary now! Rabbi Moshe Freidman (English
speaking) telephone no. 917-272-40-45.

Or send an email to bialebneibrak@gmail.com

Waiting to hear from you!



INQATN DJIX17 — INQTN DI
When you slaughter - it shall be an appeasement to you

The holy Baal Shem Tov once approached one of the congregants
after davening and he asked him: ‘Nu, how was the market? Did
you buy? Did you sell?” The man replied in wonder, ‘No, Rabbi. |
haven’t been to the market yet. | was here in shul.” But the Baal
Shem Tov insisted and said, ‘I saw that you were just in the
market’. Then the Chassid understood that the holy Baal Shem Tov
saw his thoughts during davening. True, during davening his mind
wandered to the market, he thought about what he will do, what
he will buy, and what he will sell.
The Torah states (22:29) ''lnatn Ddax17 'n% NTIN Nar inarn 91" —
‘When you slaughter a sacrifice of a thanksgiving-offering to
Hashem, you shall slaughter it to be an appeasement for you.’
Rashi HaKodesh explains: ‘At the outset of your slaughter, take
care that it should be fit for acceptance on your behalf. And what is
the condition for gaining favor? “It must be eaten on that same
day” (22:30). The Torah is only warning that the slaughter should
be on this condition, “Do not slaughter it on condition to eat it the
following day, for if you will think about it a thought of
disqualification, it shall not gain favor on your behalf.” Rashi means
by this that if at the time of slaughter, a person thinks to eat it after
the proper time, korban will be disqualified. Even if the person
ultimately regrets this and he does not eat of it passed its proper
time, still the korban has already been disqualified based on this
thought.
From this we can learn the power of thought, and how important it
is that our thoughts should be good and proper, particularly when
we are involved in things that are categorized as karbanos, such as
Torah and Tefillah. While we are involved, strange thoughts enter
our minds, thoughts are not wanted, this is literally like a korban
that is offered with a disqualifying thought. This causes that entire
action of Torah, or Tefillah, or good deed to descend and become
disqualified. It is written in Shulchan Orach (Orach Chaim Section 1
Siman 98) that Tefillah is comparable to the karbanos in the
Mikdash, ‘Do not mix in another thought just like a thought that
disqualifies in the Mikdash’. It is written in Sichas HaRan ‘One must
guard his thought very carefully because a thought can become
something essential’. That is, even if we think that there is no
substance to an ordinary thought, the opposite might be true for
thoughts form reality. As the holy Baal Shem Tov said, ‘Wherever
you find the thoughts of a person, that is where you will find him.”
A person can be sitting in the Bais HaMidrash immersed in Torah
and Tefillah, but really he is in the market or worse places
Rachmana litzlan, and Chazal have warned (Yoma 29b) that ‘the
thought of sin is worse than the actual sin’, therefore, we must be
strong and guard our thoughts that they are holy and pure.

- TivHaTorah - Emor
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The sixth sense — 'w'wn win
Baruch Hashem we were able to establish a home filled with
blessing with thirteen children bli ayin hara. Every Shabbos
additional guests join us so that every Shabbos the table is set for
at least thirty people.
Preparations for Shabbos begin very early to make sure there is
enough time to prepare the large amount of food and to receive
Shabbos calmly since Shabbos is the source of all blessing, we make
it as early as possible.
Thursday night, in the middle of the night, when all the salads and
preparations are put away in the refrigerator, somebody realized
that the refrigerator was not working. | came to check it and | saw
that everything was still cold, but the motor was not working, and
it was not blowing cold air.
What do you do in a situation like this? One of the children
suggested that we bring everything to the grandmother’s
refrigerator who lives a few buildings over from us. | said it was a
good idea, but | was afraid of chalila waking her from her sleep.
Ultimately it was decided that since Grandmother is alone in the
back of the house and Grandfather is overseas, we will quietly go
into the house without turning on any lights and we will put
everything into her refrigerator. We loaded everything into the car
and went to her house and then in the morning | could find a
technician who could fix the refrigerator.
| went into the house first so that we do not frighten her too much
and she was awake, and a strong smell of gas hit my nose. |
panicked and remembered not to turn on the light so as not to
wake her, and now so that the whole apartment should not catch
fire. With the flashlight in my hand | went to the oven and | saw
that the gas was on and a pot sitting on the fire slid and put out the
fire, but the gas was still on.
My mother thought that the smell came from the pot that was
cooking and she did not smell the gas that filled the house. |
opened the windows to air out the house and | went to check on
my mother who Baruch Hashem was fine.
We thanked Hashem for the revealed miracle, and we put
everything into the refrigerator and then went home with thanks
to Hashem Whose kindness never left us.
The story is not finished. In the morning my wife told me that the
refrigerator was working as usual. We checked it again and again
and it was working. Still, I called the technician and he assured me
that he did not have to come, rather, Heaven confused you or
stopped the refrigerator to save the grandmother and the family!!!
Y

OO



AN“yni Alpna ANaLvN NaIn
The obligation and benefit of purifying in a mikveh

AWK D'WUTEN 7R DOYAT 700 2" AWK UK 7D DO'NNTY? DN IR
X 1970 XIDN U91N NI Iy INKNLI 'Y R ma e
(2:20) :"'n
Say to them: Throughout your generations, any man from among
any of your offspring who shall come near the holies that the
Children of Israel may sanctify to Hashem with his impurity upon
him, that person should be cut off from before Me, | am Hashem.
(22:3)
Our holy Torah is eternal, and even these sections that apply in the
time when the Bais HaMikdash was standing still teach the ways of
life that are applicable to the days of exile. Therefore, it is
appropriate to consider the verse before us and what was the
intent of the Torah to apply these words to times when we cannot
fulfill them literally.
| thought that perhaps the Torah wanted to enlighten us regarding
the essence tumah [impurity]. Everyone knows that impurity keeps
one from being pure and since we are warned regarding food that
is holy and pure [kadashim and taharos] we are obligated to eating
them in a state of holiness and purity. Therefore, it is the obligation
of the person to be responsible for the kadashim and taharos that
are found in his domain or the domain of others. He must purify
himself from all impurity so that he not lose these taharos. This is
the simple reason for the obligation of purity and holiness.
Additionally, the Torah reveals to us that when a person brings in
impurity to the kadashim he is harming himself. We are not talking
about a small damage but rather, major damage that can end his
life or excise him from Judaism.
This is relevant nowadays as well. Even though today, we cannot
eat kadashim, every Jew can get close to kedusha which is the
kedushas HaTorah [sanctity of the Torah]. One must be careful not
to come close to the Torah when impurity hovers over him.
Although the words of Torah cannot become tamei (Brachos 22a)
this is due to their great sanctity. However, this is not an exemption
for someone to get close to it when he is not tahor, just the
opposite, since the sanctity of the Torah is higher than any other
sanctity, if one draws near when he is not tahor this causes even
greater damage to his soul. Especially when one is studying the
hidden aspects of the Torah as explained in the holy sefer ‘Me’or
V’Shemesh’ on our parsha, that one who delves into it when he is
not tahor can make him become a heretic Rachmana litzlan.
Therefore, it is fitting for every person to purify himself in a mikveh
before uttering the holy words of Torah and Tefillah.
The Ari HaKadosh speaks at length in several places about the great
damage that is done by delving into the Torah when one is not
tahor, and the extra sanctity required when one learns Torah.
Therefore, even though there is no obligation in halacha for this as
explained in Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 88:1) that in our days
the obligatory immersion of Ezra has been cancelled, many
Tzaddikim are scrupulous to follow the heeding of the Ari
HaKadosh, and purify themselves in the waters of a mikveh. Chazal
only loosened this decree because of the difficulty of maintaining it.
In those days they had to break the ice and snow to fulfill this
directive and most people did not have the fortitude to do this.
However, today, when many Jews have merited living in places
where there are kosher, beautiful mikvaos and even the collected
rainwater is clean and warm, therefore, it is not right to forego this
decree.
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See also in Mishna Berurah (88:1 2-4) who wrote that even after the
decree of Ezra was cancelled, still, whoever wanted to conduct
himself with it would receive blessing, and he brings down that there
were men of deed who conducted themselves this way.

One should also know that purification in a mikveh allows the
person to have the proper awe and as the ‘Me’or V'Shemesh’ wrote:
We learn from here that it is not possible for the person to attain the
purpose of yiras Hashem [awe of Hashem], unless he keeps the
immersion of Ezra. That is, it is impossible to know what awe is, that
one learn and daven with burning and perspiration unless he was
careful with the immersion of Ezra. If one learns or prays and he is
not careful with this immersion, then it is impossible to attain the
essence of Torah and mitzvos. If one studies Kabbalah seforim and
he is not tahor, and in earlier times the word of Hashem was very
dear in those days, and they were not aware of the loftiness of the
awe at all because they were learning Torah, but they were not
careful about this immersion. The world was desolate, until the two
great luminaries came into the world, the holy Baal Shem Tov and
the Admor HaRav Rabeinu Elimelech. They opened the gates to
Hashem so the righteous could go through them. A person did not
even think a thought of Torah unless he first immerse himself.
However, those people that would like to attain the essence of the
Torah and mitzvos, must be very scrupulous regarding this
immersion. Furthermore, we learn this from the juxtaposition of the
posukim (Devorim 4:9-10) 12 1271 2% DNy Il — ‘and make
them known to your children and your children’s children’ and then
right away My WX DI — ‘the day that you stood’, this too is
impossible to teach to students and instill yiras Hashem [awe of
Hashem] into their hearts if they are not careful about this
immersion. These are the holy words of the ‘Me’or V’'Shemesh.

How amazing are the holy words and inspiration of the ‘Reishis
Chachmah’ (Shaar HaAhavah 11): Purity through immersion is a
great aid the person’s soul to cling to his G-d and His service. When
one is tamei, the tumah dulls the heart of the person. The main love
and clinging to Hashem is dependent on keeping the heart pure
from strange thoughts. Rabbeinu Tam wrote similarly in ‘Sefer
Hayashar’, that purity of the body renews the purity of the soul, and
when the body is impure, then certainly there is a little damage to
the soul.

It is told about the leader of the holy land, HaGaon HaTzaddik Rebbe
Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld zt”| who went to the mikveh every day.
Sometimes even several times a day, even when he was elderly and
it was difficult for him to walk. When asked the reason for this, he
would reply that if a mikveh can convert a gentile into a Jew, then
surely it can make a Jew into a better and purer Jew.

Immersion in a mikveh is propitious to purify the soul of the person
from the sins that he has transgressed. As is famously known
regarding one of the great Tzaddikim who said: “When a Jew enters
before him, he sees on his face all the things that he does not want
him to see. But if he first purifies himself in a tahor mikveh before
coming to him, then everything is erased, and it is not possible to
see his deeds.

What emerges from our words is how proper it is to be meticulous
about immersing in a mikveh. It purifies the soul and cleanses the
person with a pure spirit. He prepares himself to get closer to G-d
Who is the source of purity. As Rebbe Akiva stated in the Mishna
(Yoma 85b), ‘Just as a mikveh purifies the impure, so does HaKadosh
Baruch Hu purify Israel.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Emor 5779
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“You shall offer a new minchah to Hashem”

Man’s Yearning during the Sefirah to Receive the Torah
Generates Chiddushim of the Torah on Shavuos for the Entire Year

In this week’s parsha, parshas Emor, it is fitting that we
examine the mitzvah of counting the omer—*“sefiras ha’omer”—
which we are currently performing daily (Vayikra 23, 15): onaaoy”
J2TIN NN NINSY YW NS1AT @Y IR 0IRYAMN 011 Nawn narmn nsb
J7AY WM MR DRapnT oY DWURn 180N MYSw nawn narmn Ty
You shall count for yourselves—from the morrow of the rest
day, from the day when you bring the “omer” of the waving—
seven weeks, they shall be complete. Until the morrow of the
seventh week you shall count, fifty days; and you shall offer a
new meal-offering (minchah) to Hashem.

The author of the Chinuch (306), one of the Rishonim
who counted and catalogued the mitzvos, provides us with a
rationale for the mitzvah of “sefiras ha’omer.” It demonstrates
our great desire and longing to reach the festival of Shavuos.
After all, the entire world and Yisrael were only created for the
sake of the Torah. Here are his sacred, inspirational words:

LSRN RYR 198 URAw S 11y ow cab owan X by minn sweawn”
RY R (79-27 11RT7) 21NOW 15T, IR PANT DAY IR 7100 28
n2O0M AP R [nnw KRS yant owaw mpin] a avsst onae onsaa
DY TARY 151, 7TRE 10 NN 1YAPY TS5 mhNnn NG TONAY
DUIERn QYT AR NIRRT 20AN 0D NING Y 1 (20-1 naw) awnb
1A APy NOW 1INT TApnY a1 ann by napNa AR 111avn
11 A0 oy 81T 1A 1A, e a1 nYon R oouNaa ot 1 Yhavaw
L JITaYR NI

Wy 1A Yok 1y 15N 11apat ORAws S 1apey Yo 8o s 1 aam
MINAMY 1IN0 NN 01 1Y oA YW 210 01 nanan nunk enue YR
AR TUAN AR DY ONWYY TaY5 11353 73537 o1 O DrTan yant nwas
18art Y1 1w 70 90 ,0TRE NN 17 9D, N1 RYOW IR qUSaT NP R1SY
SR AT R poary
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At the root of the mitzvah is the fact that the essence of
Yisrael is the Torah. The heavens and the earth and Yisrael
were created for the sake of the Torah. Itis the reason that
Yisrael were redeemed and taken out of Egypt—so that they
would receive the Torah at Sinai and abide by its precepts.
It is their purpose and destiny. It is more important for
them than the liberation from slavery and bondage.

For this reason—because it is the essence of Jewish
life, and they were redeemed and rose to greatness on its
account—we were commanded to count the days from the
day after the festival of Pesach until the day of the giving of
the Torah. Thus, we demonstrate with our very beings our
great yearning for that distinguished day that our heartlongs
for—as a slave eagerly longs for the shadow and constantly
counts and reckons for the longed-for time of his liberation.
For, the counting illustrates that all of this person’s hope for
salvation and desire is to reach that time.

The Redemption of the Body Is on Pesach
the Redemption of the Soul Is on Shavuos

If we delve into the explanation of the Chinuch, it becomes
apparent that he is teaching us a vital principle regarding the
geulah of Yisrael from the galus of Mitzrayim. That geulah
incorporated two forms of redemption—a physical, material
Physically, HKB"H
redeemed Yisrael from the difficult, bitter enslavement at the

redemption and a spiritual redemption.

hands of their Egyptian masters.

Nevertheless, that geulah was merely a prequel and
preparation for the spiritual geulah to follow. As we know,

Parshas Emor 5779 | 1

OO



Yisrael had sunk to the forty-ninth level of tumah in Mitzrayim.
HKB”H redeemed their souls and gave them the holy Torah,
which guides them and teaches them the proper way to live. This
is the message inferred by the passuk (Shemos 3, 12): “When
you take the people out of Mitzrayim, you will worship G-d
on this mountain.”

Thus, the Chinuch explains brilliantly that these two distinct
geulos are celebrated on two distinct holidays—Chag HaPesach
and Chag HaShavuos. On Pesach, HKB"H primarily redeemed
the physical bodies of Yisrael. It began with the exodus from
Mitzrayim on the first day of Pesach and concluded with the
incredible miracle of Krias Yam Suf on the seventh day of
Pesach—when Yisrael passed through the sea on dry land, while
the Egyptians who pursued them were drowned. Yet, Yisrael’s
spiritual geulah—the ultimate purpose of the geulah from
Mitzrayim—was not completed until the festival of Shavuos,
when they received the Torah on Har Sinai. In the words of the
Mishnah (Avos 6, 2): "m0 Tmbna poyw "M KUX 1710 13 19 PR —
for there is no free man other than one who engages in the
study of Torah.

In this manner, the Chinuch explains the reason HKB”H
commanded us to count the days between Pesach and
Shavuos—the occasion of Matan Torah. Thus, we demonstrate
that our main cause for rejoice and celebration of the geulah
from Mitzrayim on Chag HaPesach is the achievement and
completion of the spiritual geulah on Chag HaShavuos, when
we received the Torah. The Chinuch articulates this as follows:
“To demonstrate with our very beings our great yearning
for that distinguished day that our heart longs for—as a
slave eagerly longs for the shadow and constantly counts
and reckons for the longed-for time of his liberation.”

The main reason for the mitzvah of counting the omer
according to the Chinuch—to demonstrate our longing to reach
the day of the receiving of the Torah—is, in fact, brought down
by the Ra’n (end of Pesachim 28a) in the name of a Midrash
Aggadah: When Moshe informed Yisrael in Mitzrayim
(Shemos 3, 12), “You will serve G-d on this mountain,”
Yisrael said to him, “Moshe Rabeinu, when will this service
be?” He replied to them, “At the conclusion of fifty days.”
Every individual began counting to himself. This prompted
the sages to institute the counting of the omer.
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On Every Chag HaShavuos HKB”H Reveals
Chiddushim of the Torah for the Entire Year

I would like to share with our readers a wonderful and
valuable idea regarding the tremendous yearning to receive
the Torah that we demonstrate through “sefiras ha’omer” The
Sefas Emes (Shavuos 5635) writes: Just as Chazal wrote (S.R.
28, 6) that all of the neviim received their prophecy from
Har Sinai; similarly, every year, every Jew receives on this
chag all that he is destined to understand and introduce
(new insights and interpretations) in the Torah.

Based on this, he interprets what we have learned in the
Gemara (Pesachim 68b): KXuay ¥% »1ay ,anx xnqgyT 8nra qor 297
"RPIWA KD 9D 15,0713 RPT RA R KRY X 10K ,8nvn—on the day
of Atzeres (Shavuos), Rav Yosef would say, “Prepare a third-
born calf for me.” He explained: If not for the influence of
this day, how many Yosefs are there in the market place.
Rashi explains: He instructed his servants to prepare a
festive meal for him (from prime calf meat). He explained
that if not for this special day that caused me to learn Torah
and become spiritually elevated, there are many men in
the marketplace named Yosef, what would distinguish
between me and them?! In other words, he arranged a festive
meal for his household on every Shavuos to express his joy and
gratitude for the chiddushim of Torah that he was inspired with
from above throughout the year.

Then, the Sefas Emes (Shavuos 5661) adds a fascinating
interpretation of the Mishnah (R.H. 16a): obwyn mopaa nyaaxa”
"1a—the world is judged at four junctures. It elaborates:
"oaRi n1voa By nagya”—on Chag HaShavuos, the world is judged
on the fruits of the tree. The Sefas Emes provides the following
clarification:

The Torah is called the Tree of Life. Just as a tree yields
fruit year in and year out, in similar fashion, the Torah
renews its fruit annually. Therefore, on Atzeres, the world
is judged with regards to the fruits of the tree—namely, the
novel interpretations of the Torah, which is called the Tree
of Life . .. Therefore, it is called (Bamidbar 28, 26) the Day of
the First Fruit. As the Midrash explains, all the neviim and
chachamim received their portion of the Torah on Har Sinai;
however, each one presented his message at his specific
time. Thus, on every Chag HaShavuos, the time of the giving
of our Torah, Bnei Yisrael receive the portions of the Torah
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that will be introduced throughout the year. Subsequently,
they become a reality, each one at its proper time.

In the Kitvei Kodesh RM”"M (334), authored by the great
Rabbi Moshe Minder, z”], he brings down in the name of Rabbi
Baruch of Medzhybizh, zy”a, that he used to say that he feared
the festival of Shavuos more so than Rosh HaShanah. For, on
Rosh HaShanah one is judged primarily on material things: x”
"aRAN WBuYynp R 1R wusry—one loaf of bread more, one loaf
of bread less. Whereas on Chag HaShavuos, one is judged on
his spiritual accomplishments. Did we study Torah and fulfill
its mitzvos properly?

Combining these ideas, we can conclude that the judgment
of Chag HaShavuos concerns the portions of the Torah that we
received last year on Shavuos for the entire upcoming year.
Did we exert ourselves enough to reveal the portions of the
Torah that HKB”H revealed to us? If so, HKB”H will continue to
bestow upon us a new bounty of Torah on Chag HaShavuos for
the entire year to come.

The Mitzvah of Pesach Sheini Was Introduced
in the Merit of Their Tremendous Yearning

It is with great pleasure that we will now explain the
significance of the mitzvah of “sefiras ha’omer” based on the
pesukim related to the mitzvah of “Pesach Sheini” in parshas
Beha'aloscha (Bamidbar 9, 6):

JRIMT D173 oan Mwyy 1957 K1 0TR Wl nINRRY 190 W DI

WAAR YR AT QUWANT 198K R DA 10N e e e 1aapn

JIRAWY 913 103 1TV ' 1397 AR 29790 o052y yaaa naY 0N wals noRny
aoly i MR M YRWNT ITAY Twh DaOR a8

There were men who had been made impure by a human
corpse and could not make the Pesach-offering on that day;
so, they approached Moshe and Aharon on that day. Those
men said to him, “We are impure through a human corpse;
why should we be left out by not offering Hashem’s offering at
its appointed time among Bnei Yisrael?” Moshe said to them,
“Stand and I will hear what Hashem will command you.”

Rashi comments: Stand where you are, and I will hear
G-d’s response to your request. He was like a student who
is assured of hearing a response from his teacher’s mouth.
Fortunate is one born to a woman, who is assured in such
a manner; for any time that he so wished, he would speak
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with the Shechinah. And so it was; just had he had anticipated.
While he stood there, at that very moment, he heard the mitzvah
pertaining to the Pesach Sheini offering directly from HKB”H.
Here is HKB”H’s response as recorded in the Torah (ibid. 10):

oA WP BONINTTY IN B9 [P 7773 IN whaY RnY 1970 90 IR WINY
0197 NIRA DY ININ WP 03P 1A 0P WY YanNa awn wina Sy
"oy

—if any man will become impure through a corpse or
will be on a distant road, whether you or your generations,
he shall make the Pesach-offering for Hashem, in the
second month, on the fourteenth day, in the afternoon,
shall they make it; with matzos and bitter herbs shall they
eat it. Rashi explains (ibid. 7): This passage was fit to be said
by Moshe like the rest of the entire Torah, but these people
were privileged that it should be said by them—for we bring
about that which is worthy through one who is worthy.

We find a tremendous chiddush regarding this subject
brought down by the Sifsei Tzaddik (Beha’aloscha 13) in the
name of his esteemed grandfather, the author of the Chiddushei
HaRim. He writes that the mitzvah of Pesach Sheini became a
reality in the heavenly realm at that time in the merit of those
individuals’ anguish and sorrow due to not being able to offer
the Korban Pesach.
mitzvah—the opportunity to offer a compensatory korban on

In that merit, HKB”H introduced a new

Pesach Sheini.

The affected, impure individuals cried out, “Why should
we miss out?!” Their claim is difficult to comprehend. After
all, they themselves admit that they were in a state of tumah,
thereby acknowledging the reason that they missed out.
Nevertheless, their anguish was so great at having missed the
opportunity to perform this sacred mitzvah that they could not
restrain themselves. So, they cried out, “Why should we miss
out?!” Their fervent desire to fulfill the mitzvah generated a
new reality and window of opportunity; the kedushah of Pesach
was extended thirty days, and they were able to perform the
mitzvah at that later date.

The Yearning to Learn Torah
Is the Source of Chiddushim

We know from our sacred sefarim that every Jew has his own,
unique portion in the Torah. We express this fact in the middle
berachah of our tefilos on Shabbas: "qn9mna upbn nr—and
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grant us our portion in Your Torah. Now, let us introduce the
incredible words of the Gaon Chida in his sefer Chasdei Avos on
Maseches Avos regarding the Mishnah (Avos 3, 8): 127 ramwn b=”
"wa3 27 nnn 19983 31N 1YY abyn nawan mx—whoever forgets
even a single item of his Torah learning is considered guilty
of death. Here is what he writes:

N7 R ONT 22003 719103 1991 D20 R YD 00 YT fns 1ty qwan”
MWD 9197 MR PN R I, INRWw Y20 AWK 1IRY KRN R DY
FISW 7T MRT AN 20 WR R W W 15T AN IpYn K1t 0D
5 R 1w, WY S197 AnR 0O PR NI W R A fyn 11 ,Rpeyn
W3 3TN MOWT AW WY W RPT 1hawnn 12T nown

Every Jew received his personal portion of the Torah
at Sinai. If he is G-d fearing, he will reveal that which his
neshamah received. That particular chiddush cannot be
If he
was privileged to reveal that chiddush that his neshamah

revealed by anyone else; it belongs solely to him.

received, and he subsequently forgot it completely, it is
ominous. For, that chiddush cannotbe revealed by any other
scholar. This is the message of the Mishnah: “Anyone who
forgets a single item of his Torah-learning”—specifically
from the Torah belonging to the root of his neshamah--and
he forgets it, then he is guilty of death.

This is consistent with what the Chida writes elsewhere in
Dvash L'Fee (8, 3): *5 ,ma1wxam 1922 Rbw nn wery 0100 moaansn”
"RIT WITR (At voan RY 11y—the later scholars are able to
reveal chiddushim that earlier scholars could not, because
the time for that chiddush had not yet arrived. Thus, we
learn that in every single generation, Torah-chiddushim are
revealed that had not been revealed previously. For, this was the
decree of His divine wisdom—that these novel interpretations
of the Torah must be revealed specifically by the Torah-scholars
of that generation. They could not be revealed any earlier, even
by earlier scholars resembling malachim.

We can now begin to comprehend the incredible lesson
we must learn from Pesach Sheini. Just as the new mitzvah
of Pesach Sheini was revealed in the heavens at that time—in
the merit of those impure individuals’ burning desire to offer
the Korban Pesach, even though they were exempt from doing
s0—so0, too, in every generation, it is impossible to attain the
chiddushim of Torah belonging to one’s portion without a
similar burning desire. A Jew must yearn with all his heart
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to attain the knowledge and wisdom of the Torah; it is that
yearning that generates and reveals his portion of the Torah.

Thisisthe message conveyed by the wisest of all men (Mishlei
2, 4): mopYR YT ARTY PN IR MWARD 2221R0RDT NS5 Mwpan ox”
"rynn—if you seek it as you seek money, and search for it as
for hidden treasures; then you will understand the fear of
Hashem, and discover the knowledge of G-d. Apropos this
passuk, we find the following elucidation in the Midrash (Yalkut
Shimoni, Mishlei, ibid. 932): =amx 9911 @R 1% OR WPy W 0R”
170 BIRY 9I 1T,RIN ORI 937 197, 1INK BAN2 BNR 05,7110 8T
DOPYR NPT AN 0% a1 asn f1 10 TINR NN warn 0N N
xenn Reish Lakish said: If a person does not pursue “divrei
Torah,” they will not pursue him. Similarly, Rabbi Nehorai
says: Be exiled to a place of Torah; and if a person searches
for them, as a result, he will merit wisdom and insight.
Hence, it was said: “And discover the knowledge of G-d.”

This coincides magnificently with what Reish Lakish himself
says in the Gemara (Berachos 63b): 1"nvpnn m1n a7 pRY P’
"SRND N1RY 93 BIR TINN ART MRNRY Y Ty nvnnw s Rx—from
where do we learn that words of Torah can only be retained
by someone who is willing to sacrifice himself on its
behalf? For, it says (Bamidbar 19, 14): “This is the Torah of
a man who dies in a tent.” This explains very nicely what we
have learned elsewhere in the Gemara (Megillah 6b): anx ax”
SANENT ANYAY AR DR AANERT nYae K RRD DN onRen K1 npae 08 gy
"mrn—if a person claims: “I labored and did not succeed,”
do not believe him; “I did not labor and I succeeded,” do
not believe him; “I labored and I succeeded,” believe him.
In keeping with our current discussion, the Gemara teaches us
that through exertion in Torah-study, a person reveals his true
desire to attain the wisdom of the Torah; thus, he earns and
reveals his unique portion of the Torah.

Yearning for the Torah in His Mother’s Womb:
“If only | could relive the months of previous times”

Based on what we have learned, we can explain the following
Gemara (Niddah 30b): opaab 1K spns an1T 7910 tab Xonw 131 v
Ly 15 75T A21 LR R T et nYSIN mRY e Yo L Saipny
PRI LOWRT PPV 172 193 TRRIY 810 TP1 aYIPT J10n 0anT noet 1R
.. DT MM MM A TANIY BN INING AT 72102 MY BIRY o
Yy 1MvET RS K3 B 9IRS Raw 11991 .91 IRt Yo iR prabm
s minn Yo imownt 2 Rabbi Simlai expounded: To what
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is a fetus comparable in its mother’s womb? To a folded
ledger ... it eats of what its mother eats and drinks of what
its mother drinks... and a lamp is lit above its head, and it
peers out and sees from one end of the world to the other
end, as it states (Iyov 29, 3): “When his lamp shone above
my head, by its light I was able to walk in the dark” ... And
there are no days during which a person experiences more
bliss than during those days (in his mother’s womb), as it
states (ibid. 2): “If only I could relive the months of earlier
times” . .. And they teach him (the unborn child) the entire
Torah...butas soon as he emerges into the air of the world,
a malach comes and strikes him on his mouth causing him
to forget the entire Torah.

In the sefer Maalot HaTorah, authored by the brilliant Rabbi
Avraham, he explains in the name of his brother, the Gra of Vilna,
zy”a, the meaning of this Gemara. The unborn child is taught
the entire portion of the Torah that is his to reveal and clarify in
Olam HaZeh. Afterwards, as he is born, they cause him to forget
what he has learned, so that he will learn it again through his
toil and effort in Torah-study and be rewarded for such.

Let us elaborate. It is man’s nature to yearn for the good
times experienced in his youth. When a fetus is in its mother’s
womb, without a worry in the world, nurtured by its mother; itis
taught its entire portion of the Torah. Yet, when it emerges into
the world, it is made to forget all that it learned. Thus, it attains
its portion of the Torah through laborious study and exertion.
Apropos this process, itis written: "m7p *na 5 2an2"1". By yearning
to remember what he learned during those formative months in
his mother’s womb, he succeeds in revealing the entire portion
of the Torah allotted to him.

“mwonn o'nimvnot’ Like the Forty-nine Day
Counting of Sefiras HaOmer

Following this line of reasoning, we will now rise to the
occasion and explain why HKB”H commanded us to count the
forty-nine days of “sefiras ha’'omer” before receiving the Torah
on Chag HaShavuos. As it is written: nawn nanan 0s% onaaor”
NIWR NANmR 1Y 10N NN NIN3Y PaY 81N IR DX 0IRAn Bn
e WA MR onaap o prwean 1vavn nvyawn You shall count
for yourselves—from the morrow of the rest day, from the
day when you bring the “omer” of the waving—seven weeks,
they shall be complete. Until the morrow of the seventh
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week you shall count, fifty days; and you shall offer a new
meal-offering to Hashem.

Regarding this mitzvah, we find a wonderful explanation
from one of the Rishonim in the sefer HaRokeiach: m»wnar 11aon”
,Un’ 7ap ITRY RMIPY VTR 1215 ,0°37 0O U7, B 128 P 1 v .
"MAWANN 272271 A3 B 11y B2 155 —you shall count fifty days,
because there are fifty levels of “binah”; forty-nine days are
counted corresponding to the forty-nine levels that HKB"H
bestowed upon Moshe. .. In other words, HKB”"H commanded
us to count forty-nine days of the Omer corresponding to the
forty-nine levels of “binah” that were revealed to Moshe. We
learn in the Gemara (R.H. 21b): 19131,8%1p2 18722 11273 »pw oownan”
"EUEYRR UYR TN nNaw MR aon awab una—fifty gates of
“binah” were created in the universe; they were all given
over to Moshe except for one—as it is written (Tehillim 8, 6):
“You have made him slightly less than G-d.”

The Rokeiach concludes: @ m wns1 poms 2 7y poamn 9%
"mwann—he associates the passuk from Mishlei cited above
with the counting of the Omer: “If you seek it as you seek
money, and search for it as for hidden treasures; then
you will understand the fear of Hashem, and discover the
knowledge of G-d.” The passuk employs the term ="amuns,
which means “like hidden treasures”; however, it can be
broken down to read "mam vwms1"—Ilike forty-nine, we count.
Thus, he interprets this term as an allusion to the forty-nine
days of Sefiras HaOmer that we count prior to Shavuos.

To achieve a better understanding of the association the
Rokeiach draws between the simple reading of the passuk:
"mAwAnn QUtnvnst qees mwpan ar” and the allusion he finds in
the word m"amuvn, let us refer to the Ra’n cited above (End
of Pesachim) regarding the rationale underlying the mitzvah
of Sefiras HaOmer. He cites a Midrash Aggadah: When Moshe
informed Yisrael in Mitzrayim: “You will serve G-d on this
mountain,” they inquired of him, “When will this service
take place?” He answered, “At the conclusion of fifty days.”
Hence, each individual began counting for himself. This
prompted the sages to institute the counting of the Omer.

Let us provide an explanation based on our current
discussion. As mentioned, the Torah incorporates forty-nine
levels of “binah” that were revealed to Moshe Rabeinu. He
graciously passed them on to Yisrael—to each individual
according to his capabilities. As we have shown, revelations of
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Torah knowledge depend on desire and yearning. Therefore,
when Moshe informed Yisrael that they were destined to receive
the Torah, their yearning began, and they started counting
the days until their desire would be gratified by receiving the
treasured Torah. As a reward for their yearning, they were
privileged to have the forty-nine levels of “binah” revealed
to them, corresponding to the forty-nine levels of yearning

demonstrated during the forty-nine days of the Omer.

This process repeats itself annually in anticipation of
Chag HaShavuos. Forty-nine days are counted to express our
yearning to receive the forty-nine levels of “binah” on Shavuos
once again. In this manner, we are privileged to receive the

Torah anew on every Chag HaShavuos.

This explains very nicely the connection between the
simple reading of the passuk under discussion and its inherent
allusion. Understood simply, the passuk is telling us that it is
impossible to attain the knowledge and wisdom of the Torah
unless one searches for it and yearns for it, as he would for
silver and hidden treasures of gold: moamunst qoss mawpan ox»
«R¥AN DYPYR NPT 1 R 1an R mwann—if you seek it as you
seek money, and search for it as for hidden treasures; then
you will understand the fear of Hashem, and discover the
knowledge of G-d. For, the yearning generates and reveals his

portion of the Torah that had been concealed heretofore.

Family Madeb for the

Refuah Shelimah of Lea bat Virgini

The coincides beautifully with the inherent allusion in the
passuk related to the words: "mwann maamunsr. We count the
forty-nine days of the Omer annually to express our fervent
desire and yearning to receive the Torah. In this merit, the
forty-nine levels of “binah” incorporated in the Torah will be
conferred upon us on Chag HaShavuos. Similarly, whenever a
person wants to attain new insights into the Torah, he has to
labor, search and yearn for them, just as he did during the forty-
nine days of counting the Omer--"m»11m v"as1". Solely in this

merit will the levels of “binah” be revealed to him.

We have now been enlightened as to the meaning of the
passuk: yaw mannm @1y NX DORIEN 01R Nawn nanan 0sv onaaoy
1Y @AW 120N NYOIWT NIWT NINRR T AR mnan nnaw. As
Rashi explained, the Torah commands us to count forty-nine
days until the fiftieth day but not including the fiftieth day. By
doing so, we express our tremendous yearning to receive the
Torah anew on Chag HaShavuos. Then, the Torah explains the
purpose of this process: i mw=n naa anaapm”’—in the merit of
this yearning, we will be privileged to offer a “new offering” to
HKB”H—namely, the chiddushim of Torah that descend on Chag

HaShavuos for the entire year.

Arthur & Randi Luxenberg niot5
of their wonderfull parents, children and grandson

To receive the mamarim by email: mamarim@shvileipinchas.com
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck
his Parsha discusses the daily Mitzvoh of cleaning and lighting the wicks
for the Menorah. The Halacha is that this must be done by a Kohen.
Nevertheless, the actual lighting can be done by a non-Kohen.

Why would the preparation of the Mitzvoh require a Kohen when, what should
be considered to be more important, the actual lighting of the wicks, can be done
by anyone? In addition, a non-Kohen is not allowed to walk past the beginning
of the Mizbeach. Practically speaking, a non-Kohen would be unable to light the
wicks unless he lights them from more than one hundred fifty feet away.

To properly answer this question, we must appreciate what the Menorah
represented.

The Menorah represented the Torah,and the Kohanim, its teachers. Rav Shamshon
Raphael Hirsch explains that the Halochos of the Menorah are based on the role
of a Rebbi.

The Rebbi’s responsibility is to teach his students how to independently think
consistent with the Torah’s approach. They can’t just teach them the Halochos.

They achieve that by teaching them the foundations that will make these Halochos
sensible, empowering their students to make their own decisions.

Parents are their children’s Rabbeim. They should not teach their children by
repeating to them that,*“I’'m your father,and | know what is best for you”. (Parents
speak like this for various reasons. This Parsha thought does not focus on those
reasons, intending only to highlight the importance of explaining the Torah's
messages and laws.) They must explain their statements so that their children can
extract the foundational rules and apply it to other, similar, situations. Explaining
to children requires parents to have the necessary knowledge to properly explain
their teachings and will require the parents' personal actions and their teachings
to be consistent, as their children will easily recognize contradictions in their
parents' words and actions.

The Kohen prepares the wicks, but anyone,and everyone, has to be able to light it.

Only a select few people can properly teach Torah. Nevertheless, everyone should
learn Torah and then apply it.

The Difference Between Boundaries & Defenses Part 2 of 2

hat | described in part one are some of the challenges that even
healthy people will find when they want to create boundaries.
Many people are “slaves” to their “upbringing”, and believe that

they are creating boundaries when, in truth, they are creating
walls.

People should remember the following definition: the difference between
creating boundaries and building walls, is that walls are absolute, and
completely subjective. Boundaries are partial,and based on what is personally
and culturally accepted. They are lines that are not to
be crossed. Since people are the products of their
personal experiences, they often do not know whether
they are creating boundaries or building walls.

A woman recently told me that she finally realized
that her background led her to believe that what were
actually walls were healthy boundaries. She explained
that during her “upbringing”, she would be asked
random questions, such as,“Are you going anywhere today?" Those random
questions usually led to a request for a favor. In other words, they were not
random. Her survival instincts caused her to bristle when she was asked the
most innocent of questions.““Are you going to sleep soon?”” meant something
more than a curiosity of whether she was tired. She believed that it was
intended to request a favor, or to be critical in some way.

Many years later, she realized, that because she felt under siege by her
husband’s questions, which were asked innocently, she built walls around
herself, believing that she was only creating boundaries. The damage that she
caused was significant, as her husband was aware that she was building walls,
and was not letting him inside her world.

"Boundaries have to be made
clear to others, despite any
challenges that may arise

when they are told.”

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

What may be a fair boundary in one family is a wall in another. Because
people assume their upbringing environment is the “norm”, they transfer
their youthful family beliefs into their married home, barely considering the
differences between the two. Instead, they should realize that many previously
necessary survival skills will become obsolete, even damaging, when applied
in non-dangerous environments.

There are other reasons that people build walls, believing that they are
boundaries.

Sensitive people build walls thinking that they are
creating boundaries, but what is more damaging than
the wall that they have created is the unspoken message
that’s attached to it. |, personally, am comfortable
with people having walls (in limited areas), as long
as everyone agrees that it’s a wall. It becomes more
difficult for people to accept walls when those building
them insist that they are boundaries.

| believe that people would allow someone else to take advantage of them,
even in a healthy relationship, as long as they understand that one of them is
taking this advantage because of a personal need. For example, | would not
mind keeping the thermostat on higher that what is generally accepted, if it
is seen as a favor, and not an unalienable right. | am willing to accept a few
unfair boundaries as a courtesy, and not as a need to protect people from
being mistreated.

Here is another example: Some people have a difficult time being on time.
Some tardy people apologize with a smile. They know it's a weakness, and
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appreciate their spouses, co-workers, etc., being patient with them. Hopefully,
their redeeming qualities make it easy to overlook this fault. Others are
not prepared to “fix” what they believe to be their unalienable right, and
therefore a boundary, instead of what it is, a wall. Doing this will cause their
friends to change from being understanding into being resentful.

Here are some tips that will help create effective guidelines:

I) Boundaries have to be made clear to others, despite any challenges that
may arise when they are told.VWWhen people want to speak to me in my home,
| text them that they should not ring the front doorbell, because my home
is private, and not part of Areivim. This is easy to do (although a surprising
number of people still do it), because my relationship with the people who
come for advice begins with boundaries.

However, it is more difficult to create boundaries when they are necessary
for an existing, but evolving, relationship. Boundaries that were never required
suddenly become necessary, although others may not see the same need.

2) It is difficult to create, or increase, boundaries, when they are obvious to
one person,and selfish to another. Nevertheless, | have found that it is better
to have an initial, quick,confrontation (laying down boundaries), than to hint
at boundaries, and allow others to claim ignorance of those boundaries, since
this will often lead to numerous arguments.

3) It is more important to focus on boundaries that are realistic, and that
are consistently sustainable, than to create boundaries which people may
consider to be their personal “rights”. Boundaries define relationships. The
fewer the boundaries, the closer the relationships. Nevertheless, what is more

important than the chosen boundaries is the consistency of the relationships.
Strict boundaries often require adjustments,and sometimes require complete
“looking away” from the people who cross those boundaries. Making rules
and changing them, or not following through with them, will confuse people,
with what would have otherwise been clear and acceptable boundaries.

4) In my personal life, | convey, verbally and in other ways, that | have fewer
boundaries than most people, but will hold firm to those boundaries. This
allows me to ask people to respect my boundaries without my feeling, or risk
being looked upon, as mean, because | know that other people’s boundaries
are more exclusive than mine. For example, parents who allow children to
have later curfews than their friends' children, have created a boundary which,
despite children’s natural instinct to always want “more”, should be accepted
by their children, since their parents are allowing them more freedom than
other parents.

5) Do not become upset when boundaries are consistently broken. Just
mention to the violator that they have been broken. Don’t mention it each
time, because that will usually create more problems than it will solve. If
the people who break your boundaries refuse to acknowledge them, people
should consult with a professional as to what should be the next step.

6) In conclusion, do not look at every “boundary crossing” as an ongoing
violation of your privacy.You do not have to defend your territory immediately,
because this will only increase any resentment. On the contrary, speaking
calmly to the violator after the event is over will make you sound more
rational, and make the request to protect your boundary more believable.

Story from "Torah Tavlin™ By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman
hen speaking about his childhood and growing up in the holy
W city of Jerusalem, the famed Maggid, R’ Sholom Schwadron zt”|,
would always insist that he was a wild child.“l owe a great deal
of thanks to my Rebbe, R’ Leib Chasman zt”l, for he removed
half of my wildness.” And when he was asked about the other half? R’ Sholom
just smiled.

What lay beneath this early wildness? What was the nature of R’ Sholom’s
personality during this period? We can learn some of the answers from a
story his friends have preserved from their days in the Talmud Torah of Meah
Shearim. R’ Sholom himself authenticated this tale and repeated it to one
of his beloved grandsons. “The gabbai of the local chevrah kaddisha,” he
recalled, “was a very tall man. He also had an unusual walk, which, together
with his height, gave him an unusual and out-of-the-ordinary appearance.”
The boys were playing in the Talmud Torah schoolyard one day when the
gabbai climbed the stairs of the nearby Ohel Sarah Synagogue. Seeing him,
young Sholom Schwadron began imitating the gabbai’s movements. His
appreciative classmates doubled over with laughter at his antics. At first, the
gabbai swallowed the insult in silence.As the laughter grew louder, however,
he spun around and called out angrily, “Who is making fun of me?” Young
Sholom was rendered mute, but his friends exploded in frightened cries. The
man descended the stairs, walked toward them at a rapid pace, and entered
the Talmud Torah schoolyard. At once, all the boys fled into the building.

“I was scared,” R’ Sholom recalled.“[ still remember how | felt that day.
He was a giant of a man, chasing me in fury.” To his friends’ credit, they did
not tell on him.The gabbai searched the Talmud Torah for a while, then left,
frustrated.

“l could have let myself forget that incident, but the man’s humiliation
bothered me deeply. Regret gnawed at me all that day and night. A Jew had
been hurt because of my wildness and callousness. The next morning, | made
a daring decision. | would find the gabbai and ask his forgiveness.The problem
was, | didn’t know where he lived.”

Young Sholom searched for the gabbai across the length and breadth of

0'119 [RN"0...N1ON NN

Meah Shearim. One day, he stepped inside a shul and glimpsed the man he
sought, standing at his full height in the center of the room. Little Sholom
fled in a panic. In both age and stature, Sholom was small. And the gabbai
was huge! Sholom was afraid of his own idea. He was terrified at the notion
of entering that shul again. What if the gabbai decided to “repay” him as he
deserved? The boy’s heart pounded and his breath became short. More than
anything, he longed to return to his cheder. He wished he could vanish from
the spot and run back to school. But the regret that had filled his heart the
preceding day held him firmly in place.

“| gathered my courage,” said R’ Sholom, with a wistful smile,“stepped back
into the shul doorway, and stood looking inside. | lifted my head, cupped my
hands around my mouth, and screamed out (in Yiddish), ‘l am the boy who
laughed at you yesterday. Please forgive me!” With that, | turned quickly and
began to make my escape.”

R’ Sholom smiled as he recalled the memorable event that helped shape
his future growth.““Suddenly, the giant man spun around and came after me.
He took giant steps. Before | could get far; he had caught me in a vise grip!”

Young Sholom trembled with fear. He tried to struggle, but the man’s
grip was too strong for him. The gabbai, a good and honest man, held the
boy’s arm and shook him vigorously. Then he lifted the boy almost to the
ceiling, brought him close,and stared into his eyes.The little boy, feet dangling
helplessly in the air, thought he saw his short life flash before his eyes! This was
it! The end was near! And then .... the giant man gently kissed young Sholom
on the forehead! His face transformed into a wide smile that lit up the room
and he turned to the other congregants in the shul saying in a ringing voice,
“Look at this boy! Have you ever seen a boy ask for forgiveness?”

He set Sholom down on the floor and patted him on the head.Worn out
from the mental and physical struggle, Sholom left the shul, chastened, but far
lighter in spirit than when he had arrived. It was unconfirmed, but perhaps
this giant gabbai removed the other half of young Sholom’s wildness, paving
the way for him to become one of the leaders of the Jewish people in the
coming generations.

RAMAPQOSE
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Dovid Gurwitz

Parshas Emor
Speaking and Informing in Fours

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/ distinguishes between the word devar and the word vayomer. Dibur
and emor differ, meaning “speaking” and “informing.”

Speaking is the expression of thought in words, without any consideration of its being accepted by the
hearer, but informing is always “telling somebody.” One can speak to oneself, but not inform.

Dibur is the concise expression of a thought, while emor is addressing the same to the mind and feeling
of another person, the complete explanation and development of a thought into genuine understanding.

Hence, in the speech of the Torah, dibur is always the concise expression of the Law, as given in the
Written Torah, but emor refers to the full explanation of it in the Oral Torah.

We see this in the way the Torah is written with two types of fire. Black fire makes up the letters, but its
teachings are confined to them - dibur. White fire is the space between the letters, which has no such
limitation - emor. True understanding of Torah requires more than words on a page - it requires
conversation, interaction, creative expression of something more intimate than letters can convey.

There is another mystical teaching here as well. The word dibur, Rav Hirsch tells us, can also be
pronounced as if the middle letter is a Vav, not a Bais, its phonetic cousin. The result changes the word
dibur into the word dor, a generation of words, coming from one side.

A dibur, or the entire Sefer Devarim, is not a conversation, or a dialogue. It is a one-way
communication, like a generation. Hashem spoke the Law in Ten Statements - “Asseres HaDibros,”
following yetzias Mitzrayim - but He created the world in Ten Utterances “Assarah Ma‘amaros” at
Bereishis.

These two “tens” also have something else in common - the idea of 4. How do we see this? We just had
a Seder with four questions, four cups of wine, four sons, and four expressions of geula. Bereishis has a
value of 913, which has a mispar katan of 9 and 1 and 3, or 13, which equals...4!

Therefore, both at Creation - representing zecher maase bereishis - and at the Seder - and representing
zecher yetzias mitzrayim - the idea of 4 was implanted. It is interesting to see, even in the hagadah,
that the value of the first words of the first 14 sections — kadesh, urchatz, etc — equals 913, Bereishis!

What can we learn from this idea of 4 in parshas Emor - which, at a value of 247, reduces to 13, which
also reduces to....4. What is the spiritual significance of 4? The following are all manifestations of 4:

The value of omer is 310, which reduces to ...4. The value of atzeret - Shavuos - is 760, which reduces
to 13, which reduces to....4. The number of days we count is 49, which reduces to 13, which reduces
to....4.
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There are four chambers of the heart. There were four expressions of geulah. We hold four species
during Succos. There are four matriarchs - Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel, and Leah. There are four elements -
air, water, fire, and earth. There are four corresponding malaachim - Uriel, Michael, Gabriel, and
Raphael.

There are four directions.
There are four letters in Hashem’s name.

There are four mystical worlds - Asiyah (world of action), Briah (world of creation), Asiyah (world of
formation) and Atzilus (world of shadow of Hashem).

There are four rivers coming out of Gan Eden.
There are four levels of souls - Nefesh, Ruach, Neshama, and Chaya - that are accessible in this world.

There are four ways to analyze anything and see in our one world - pardes, remez, drash, and sod. They
form the word pardes, garden, from which the word Paradise derives.

There were four Galuses - Babel, Modi, Greece, and, including now, still, Rome.
There are four main vessels in the Mishkan - The Aron, the Menorah, the Shulchan, and the Mizbeach.
There were four pieces of matzah left over after the afikomen was broken.

The value of echad - the one heart we had when we camped outside Har Sinai, awaiting to receive the
Torah - is 13, which also reduces to....4.

The Maharal of Prague, in his commentary on Pirkei Avos, says that the number 4 represents diversion
and multiplicity, and that the number 4 conveys the physical world, the plane of physical existence.

Yet, he also says that the number four signifies a completion, and a fullness. The nation of Israel
became full and complete upon the fulfillment of the fourth utterance of redemption, this fourth and final
stage in their development.

The four questions also serve to summarize the entire seder.
The four sons also serve to represent the entire intellectual spectrum of questioning and involvement.

Therefore, the number 4 represents the method by which flow comes completely from above and
develops completely.

This is why the Torah was transmitted in the first 4 sections.

There are 4 compartments on our head in our tefillin.

There are 4 fingers which are of similar length.

It took Moshe 4 times 10 days to being the Torah.

The mikvah brings someone to be pure through the 4 times 10 sah.

It took 4 times 10 years to enter Eretz Yisroel. Netzach - the fourth midot - represented by Moshe -
means victory and eternity.

Netzach, has a value of 148 - like Pesach. It, too, reduces, to 4.

Therefore, Parshas Emor, as we explained above, as opposed to dibur, serves its complete explanation
and development of a thought into genuine understanding through the word emor and through its
reminder of Pesach and the completeness of the group of 4.

It makes sense, since 1 and 2 and 3 and 4 add up to 10, which reduces to ...1, the true echad.
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Parashas Emor
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You shall not desecrate My holy Name, rather I should be sanctified
among Bnei Yisrael; I am Hashem Who sanctifies you. (22:32)
(229P5R "7 2IR 9D 2OWTR N anwTRPNM)
(And you shall make yourselves holy, and you should be holy, for I am
Hashem, your G-d. (20:7))

The Torah exhorts us to strive to be holy. Some make it —
others do not. Some make the attempt — others do not even bother. One
might think that the barrier to achieving success in ruchniyos,
spirituality, is a lack of aptitude, a deficiency of talent, or whatever
excuses we might advance to justify our own lack of trying. In an
inspiring exposition on the Midrash related to this pasuk, Horav Tzvi
Kushelevsky, Shlita, explains the real reason that many fail to achieve the
mark of greatness.

The Tanchuma (Emor 2) relates that, in desperation, Shaul
Hamelech went to a sorceress who employed an ove (form of sorcery) to
raise Shmuel HaNavi from the dead, so that Shmuel could consult with
him (concerning the war). When Shmuel appeared, he was wearing the
coat that his mother, Chanah, had made for him when he was a little
child. Obviously, Shmuel HaNavi’s mode of dress was significant. What
was so significant about this coat that it must be mentioned in the Navi
(Shmuel 1 2:19), underscoring the fact that it was the same coat that his
mother had made for him? Was Shaul concerned about going to war or
not? He was unable to consult through the Urim v’'Tumim, so he called
up Shmuel. What role did the coat play?

The Rosh Yeshivah posits that from the mere fact that Shmuel
was laid to rest wearing this coat (regardless whether it was the very
same coat that his mother had made for him and it grew with him, or it
was a replica of the original), we see that this coat was much more than
a covering for his body. It was, in fact, a part of his essence. The Rosh
Yeshivah notes that a material/physical object that plays a critical role in
someone’s life can become an essential part of him. For example, the
Rogatchover Gaon, zl, instructed the Chevra Kaddisha of Dvinsk to bury
Horav Meir Simchah, author of the Or Sameach and Meshech
Chochmah, with the wood of his shtender, since it was essentially a part
of him (as he was always learning over it).

Both the Radak and the Malbim emphasise that the purpose
of this coat was not to keep the young Shmuel warm. Despite the fact
that it had been sewn for a three-year-old boy, it was designed to
resemble the coat of the Kohen Gadol! Chanah was intimating a
powerful message to her son: You must strive for greatness. Never
settle. Mediocrity is unacceptable. This coat conveyed to Shmuel not to
measure his personal achievement by the barometer of the average
person, but to strive for unparalleled, unprecedented greatness. He
must yearn for — and work towards — becoming the gadol hador, the
leader of the generation.

This is why the coat was considered to be a part of Shmuel’s
essence. It encouraged Shmuel’s constant striving for greater
achievement, thus reflecting his constant desire to grow spiritually in
every way. Indeed, as the Rosh Yeshivah notes, when Chazal compare
Shmuel with Moshe Rabbeinu and Aharon HaKohen (Bamidbar Rabbah
18:8), they point to the coat as the reason for Shmuel’s unprecedented
spiritual achievement. Every time Shmuel donned that coat, he
understood that it represented his chance to become great.

The primary deterrent to our achieving greatness is our lack of
awareness of our full potential. If we would only be able to acknowledge
our skills, talents, qualities and capabilities, and apply our genuine and

sincere willpower toward utilising them completely — we would
maximise our potential and achieve greatness.

There is a well-known story that occurred concerning Horav
Zushe, zI, m’Annipole, as he lay on his deathbed. He suddenly began to
weep uncontrollably. His students who stood around his bed wondered
why he was so emotional. He replied that he feared his Heavenly
judgment. His students were really surprised. They were acutely aware
of their revered Rebbe’s saintliness. He explained, “When | arrive in
Heaven, | know that Hashem will not question me why | did not become
as great as Moshe Rabbeinu or David Hamelech. When He asks me,
however, ‘Why did you not become more like Zushe?’ — what will | say?”
We are not asked to be like Moshe, but we are asked to be “ourselves” —
to maximise “our” own potential.

Our devoted mentors are charged with taking note and
cultivating that potential. They must also help us to see and realise it.
Some are more successful than others. Some either care more, or are
more talented in noticing a student’s potential and acting upon it. One
thing is for certain: one who ignores a student’s potential, because it is
not his area of concern, is doing his student a great disservice by
depriving him of his G-d-given function in life. Gedolei Yisrael made
great demands on those charged with educating Jewish children,
enjoining them to focus on the full potential of each student. There are
times, however, when carrying out this objective is difficult. For
example, when a student, for whatever reason, lacks motivation or
presents serious discipline issues or other impediments to learning, this
escalates the challenge for the mentor. How the mentor reacts
determines his mettle and plays a critical role in the future success of
that student. The following two vignettes present us with the
perspective of our gedolim, Torah leader’s, concerning how not to react,
how not to respond.

A menahel, principal of a yeshivah, came to Horav Aharon Leib
Shteinman, zl, complaining that he had a student in his school that had
broken every rule, had been impossible to teach, and had disrupted the
class on a regular basis. He had decided that it was time to ask the
student to leave the school. What did the Rosh Yeshivah think about
this? Rav Shteinman asked the menahel if he had exhausted every
possible avenue of discipline, both punitive and therapeutic. The
menahel confirmed that he had tried everything. “Did you pray for
him?” Rav Shteinman asked. “Not really,” was the menahel’s reply. “Tell
me his mother’s name, and | will pray for him,” Rav Shteinman said. “I
do not know his mother’s name,” the menahel responded. “What?! You
are prepared to eject a student from yeshivah — and you do not even
know his mother’s name? You have failed this student.” (Obviously, he
did not receive Rav Shteinman’s permission to remove the student from
school).

The second case took place at 1:00 am when a broken-hearted
father knocked on the door of the home of the Tolner Rebbe, zI. One
o’clock in the morning is late, but this father was distraught, since his
son — who was, in his father’s mind and words, a wonderful, sweet boy
who just needed understanding — had been asked to leave his yeshivah.
The father felt that the menahel was unjustified in ejecting his son from
yeshivah. The Rebbe listened to the father and said, “Quick, let me get
my coat. We will go visit the menahel.” The fact that it was essentially in
middle of the night did not seem to concern the Rebbe.

They went to the menahel’s home and knocked on the door
long enough until the menahel came to the door in his pajamas. The
Rebbe looked at him incredulously: “You were in bed? | assumed that
since you had adjudicated a life/death situation today (concerning
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sending the boy out of yeshivah), you would be unable to sleep.” (In
other words, if you were so cold, so dispassionate, concerning a boy’s
life then you have no business being a menahel).

7D NI AT T WA 2 WY wnRnal
And on the fifteenth day of this month is the Festival of Matzos to
Hashem. (23:6)

One year, Horav Tzvi Hirsch Levin, zl, had occasion to invite the
mayor of Berlin (a gentile, but one who was quite respectful and friendly
to the members of the Jewish community) for the first Seder. The mayor
entered the home to observe the rich finery of the tablecloth and
napkins on a table bedecked with the finest china and silver flatware.
The mayor had a superficial knowledge of Jewish traditions and
customs. He was, thus, taken aback that Pesach, when we sit as kings,
the young child traditionally asks the Four Questions, which begin, “Why
is this night different?” when, in fact, on Succos, a festival during which
we sit in a flimsy Succah, he asks nothing. One would think that a festival
which emphasises the temporal nature of our existence would invoke
greater incredulity in the mind of a child than a festival in which we sit
as kings.

Rav Levin responded with a practical explanation. “A Jewish
child grows up with the notion that everything around him is temporary.
One day he can be ensconced in his home and, the next day, the dictator
who rules the country where he lives decides that it is time to expel the
Jews. Thus, on Succos, when he sits in a temporary dwelling which, at
best, can be described as flimsy (this was before our modern day
structures that are made to withstand a tornado), he is not surprised. He
is acutely aware that this is how Jews live.

“On Pesach, however, he enters a home wherein the table is
bedecked with finery; the chairs have pillows on them, on which the
family members recline; fine wine accompanied by a rich meal is served
— and the child asks questions: ““Why is this night different?” We are
living like kings. Jews are supposed to be on the run; instead, we are
reclining and relaxing. Is it possible that our exile has ended?” the child
wonders.

Let us analyse the difference between the Pesach Seder,
which is experiential in nature and demands that we relive the Exodus
by acting like free men, while never forgetting that we were once slaves;
and the meal in the Succah, which is to remind us of the temporary
nature of everything in life. Pesach is to convey the message of freedom
from slavery. Thus, we have marror, bitter herbs, on the table to serve
as a reminder of the bondage. The Matzah reminds us of the urgency of
our liberation, intimating that Hashem — not us or Pharaoh — was in
control of our destiny. “Earlier in the day | was a slave — tonight | am a
free man —a king!”: This is the message of the Pesach Seder. It is difficult
for anyone — especially a child — to absorb such a metamorphosis.
Therefore, he asks, “Why is this night different?”

The Succos meal is standard fare — no reminders, no messages
other than the flimsy walls and leaky roof of the Succah. Message: We
must trust in Hashem for everything, every movement, all of the time.
The Pesach message is: You are free, but never forget from whence you
came; do not forget that you were once a slave. Thus, keep the marror
prominently on the table amidst your finery. It belongs there. The Succos
message: Never forget that whatever you have is temporary; in the
space of a moment, the nice, friendly neighbours whom you felt were
your friends can turn on you. It happened in Germany prior to World
War Il. Who says that it cannot happen again? Trust in Hashem. That is
all that we can do.

Which message provokes questioning? Which scene
beleaguers the mind of a young child more? | think the bowl of marror
sitting right in middle of the table is a greater anomaly than sitting in the
flimsy Succah. Paradox invokes question. Pesach is a greater paradox.
After all — are we free, or not?

Veritably, Pesach and Succos both have parallels that end up
being different from one another. Indeed, this is because the two
Festivals have varied foci. Both Pesach and Succos address four types of
Jews who are different from one another in levels of belief, commitment
and knowledge of Judaism. Pesach is celebrated with four sons “sitting”

at the Seder table: the wise and wicked sons together with their
brothers, the simple son and the one who knows not what to ask. When
the wicked son scoffs at the traditions which we observe, we blunt his
teeth, intimating to him that with such an attitude, he has no business
at the Seder table.

On Succos, we celebrate with the Four Species, which
symbolise four classes of Jew: the Jew who has “taste” and “fragrance”
i.e., the Esrog, (this means that they have Torah, taam, taste — and
maasim tovim, good deeds); the Lulav, which has taste, but no
fragrance; those who have fragrance, but not taste, i.e., the hadas,
myrtle; last, the Jew who has neither taste nor fragrance, no Torah or
maasim tovim; the aravah, willow. Hashem instructs us to bind all of
these together as one; thus, as a group, they all achieve atonement.

The question is obvious: Why on Succos are we instructed to
include all factors, yet, on Pesach, we are told to blunt the teeth of the
rasha, wicked son? Horav Elchanan Sorotzkin, zI, distinguishes between
Succos and Pesach, which is a family/home oriented festival/celebration,
seh labayis, a lamb for a household. The Korban Pesach, Pascal offering,
is to be eaten together in a group in the house where all are included. In
contrast, Succos is celebrated outside of the regular house, outdoors,
under the sky, without the protection of the home. On Succos, we leave
our homes and go into exile, while Pesach is about yetzivus, staying in
one place. We are free men with a home. Free men celebrate their
freedom in a concrete, stationary edifice. They are not compelled to
move around.

When the celebration is homebound, family-oriented,
stationary, our attitude concerning including the wicked son is clear:
Sorry. We love you and want you to return (on our terms), but this is a
(small) family celebration. We require a cohesive family, all of one mind
and level of commitment. We are celebrating the Festival of Freedom.
You are not free. You are enslaved to your desires, false ideologies,
arrogance. When you repent and change, you will be treated with
respect.

On Succos, we remove our family from the home and take
them on the move into exile, protected by flimsy walls/roof and a
prayer. Exile implies adversity, tzaros, troubles. Along the way, we will
pick up the stragglers who are also suffering. In exile, we are all together
as one, bound by our common heritage and (hopefully) destiny. In exile,
we turn our back on none. We wait — and wait — for the glorious day on
which Hashem will send us Eliyahu HaNavi, who will return all of the lost
and alienated and bring them “home.”

Naw nanman 2o an ooy
You shall count for yourselves — from the morrow. (23:15)

The halachah, as recorded in Shulchan Aruch
Orach Chaim 493:1, states that the prevalent custom is not to
make weddings between Pesach and Shavuos (during a specific thirty-
three day period), because it was during this time that the students of
Rabbi Akiva (twenty-four thousand) died. The Talmud (Menachos 29b)
states: “Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav, when Moshe Rabbeinu
ascended Har Sinai to receive the Torah, he found Hashem attaching
crowns to some of the letters of the Torah. Moshe asked, ‘Hashem, who
is holding You back (preventing you from making the Torah larger)?’
Hashem replied, ‘One day, there will be an individual whose name will
be Akiva ben Yosef, who will expound mounds and mounds of halachos
from each point of the letters.” When Moshe heard this, he asked,
‘Ribono Shel Olam, You have such a (great) person, and You chose
(instead) to give the Torah through me?’ Hashem replied, ‘Be silent. This
is My thought.” (In other words, it was My decision for a reason that you
are not able to understand.)”
Horav Yechezkel Abramsky, zl, asks a compelling question. If
Rabbi Akiva was able to expound mounds and mounds of halachos from
the points of the letters of the Torah, then our Shas/Talmud should be
voluminous. What happened to the Shas “according to Rabbi Akiva”?
How did so many halachos disappear from Shas? Rav Abramsky explains
that, clearly, Rabbi Akiva taught these halachos to his talmidim,
students, and when they died, the halachos disappeared with them. This
is a monumental chiddush, innovative idea, but one that illuminates for
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us why we, after all of these years, still continue to mourn the untimely
deaths of these twenty-four thousand Torah giants. This mourning rite
seems to ignore the halachah that one does not mourn for the deceased
for longer than twelve months. How are we to reconcile this halachah
with our continued mourning for the talmidim of Rabbi Akiva?

Rav Abramsky explains that the gezeirah, decree, that ha’meis
yishtakach min ha’lev, the deceased should be forgotten from the heart,
applies only when one mourns for the loss of an individual, someone
external of himself. In such a case, too much expression of grief is
unhealthy. Life must go on. Concerning the talmidei Rabbi Akiva, we are
mourning for ourselves over the irreplaceable loss of wisdom that
ceased with their demise. Had they lived, they would have transmitted
to us the Torah expositions of Rabbi Akiva to us. Our Torah would have
grown exponentially in size. Thus, their untimely passing deprived us of
untold Torah wisdom. During the weeks of sefirah, when we mourn the
talmidei Rabbi Akiva, we lament our loss — a loss for which we can never
be compensated.

This idea (I think) applies to all of the tragedies sustained by
our People throughout the millennia. When great sages are suddenly
taken from us, we lose the Torah they would have transmitted to us.
While there are those who have placed a number to the unspeakable
tragedy of the Holocaust, we must add to this number the potential of
Torah that was lost to our People. Had they lived... Klal Yisrael would
have had a completely different self-image, appearance and identity. Life
would have been different. Thus, we continue to grieve — and grieve.

AR MR WA AR PR DR AR IR
And they took the blasphemer to the outside of the camp, and stoned him
to death. (24:23)
291282 NN AN TINRD PITR BN T 9D NN INEN

The entire assembly removed him to the outside of the camp, they pelted
him with stones and he died. (Bamidbar 15:36)

The Torah is teaching us about the punishment meted out to
the mekallel, blasphemer. In Sefer Bamidbar, the Torah relates the
punishment which the mechallel Shabbos, desecrator of Shabbos,
received. The mekoshesh eitzim, the individual who gathered twigs on
Shabbos, was stoned, as was the blasphemer. While their punishments
were similar, the Torah’s description of the actual execution is textually
different. With regard to the mekallel, the Torah writes, Vayirgemu oso
even, “They stoned him with even,” which means one stone. Concerning
the meksohesh, however, the Torah writes, Vayirgemu oso b’avanim,
“They stoned him with stones.” Why is the blasphemer stoned with
even, one stone, while the mekoshesh is stoned with avanim, many
stones?

Horav Yeshayah, zI, m’Prague (quoted in Nifloasecha Asichah)
explains that the variance lies in the sin and how the nation viewed it.
There is no question that the blasphemer’s action was an egregious sin,
abhorred by the entire nation. When they threw the stones at the
blasphemer, it was a collective execution for which there were no
detractors. This man was evil. He had committed a heinous crime and
was receiving his due punishment. Thus, the Torah writes that he was
stoned with even — one stone, which describes the collective agreement
of the entire nation to be divested of this human scourge.

The mekoshesh eitzim was an individual who claimed that he
was acting I’'shem Shomayim, for the sake of Heaven, to teach the nation
the stringency of desecrating Shabbos. When the people would see the
severity of his punishment, they would realise that this was no ordinary
sin. There were people, however (those who see only good; who,
regardless of the detestable nature of the sin, find some way to excuse
or justify the most evil behaviour), who were prepared to gloss over the
chillul Shabbos, even labelling Tzlafchad (the name of the mekoshesh) as
a tzaddik, righteous person, for having the “courage” to give up his life,
so that others would learn an important lesson. Sadly, such reaction to
flagrant sin is not uncommon. Perhaps this is why those who observe
Torah and mitzvos are in such a minority. When the mekoshesh was
stoned, it was with avanim, many stones. Everyone participated equally
(in action), because Hashem had instructed the nation. In their minds,
however, there were those who had questions, who were not in

agreement. They were not all on the same page. Thus, they threw
numerous stones, representing dissenting ideas.

At first, | felt the Torah’s wording does not support this
exposition. With regard to the mekoshesh, the Torah writes Va’yotziu
oso kol ha’eidah, “And the eidah, community, group, took him out.” The
Torah uses three different terms to describe a community: tzibbur;
kehillah; eidah. Obviously, each has a distinct meaning. Eidah is derived
from the word eid, which means witness. The people who constitute an
eidah agree with one another. They maintain a strong sense of collective
identity, having witnessed and been a part of the same events. They are
all focused on a common purpose. Korach’s eidah was evil. They were all
focused on mutiny and impugning Moshe Rabbeinu’s leadership. An
eidah is a group of like-minded people bent on a common goal. If this is
the case, the people who gathered to enforce Hashem'’s instructions to
execute Tzlafchad were all in agreement, a notion which is inconsistent
with the above exposition.

We must, therefore, submit that as far as taking the
mekoshesh out to be executed, the entire community was like-minded,
but when it came to carrying out the judgment against him, they began
to hem and haw. This is not uncommon at a time in which an unpleasant
decision must be carried out. At first, everyone seems to be on the same
page. When the actual deed must be executed, we notice how suddenly
(and conveniently) certain individuals just realise that they have a
meeting, an appointment, a pressing issue to attend to, etc. Apparently,
communities have not changed.

Va’ani Tefillah

oo a2
Boneh Yerushalayim.
Who is the Builder of Yerushalayim.

Noticeably, it does not say yivneh Yerushalayim — He will build
Yerushalayim; rather, it says boneh, He is the Builder of Yerushalayim.
Horav Shimon Schwab, zl, explains that the building of Yerushalayim
(future) is an ongoing process throughout our long galus, exile. Just as a
deep foundation must be dug in order to support a tall structure, so,
too, the historical events of our long galus are the preparation, the
foundation, for the rebuilding of the future Yerushalayim. Our entire
galus (and it has been longer than anticipated) is the deep, dark,
underground pit upon which the foundation of the future city of
Yerushalayim will be built. Thus, Hashem has been Boneh, building,
Yerushalayim since the Churban, destruction, of the Bais Hamikdash.
This process has not ceased during our galus. It will cease only with the

advent of Moshiach Tziddkeinu.
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Kinder Torah.
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Parashas Emor
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The Holy Name

(14
Yes, can | help you sir?”

The man hesitates a bit. He is coming to
exchange a shirt that he bought a month
ago and he does not have a
receipt.

“Yes, please. | bought this
shirt here and the style does
not suit me. Can |
exchange it for a
different one?”
“Surely, sir. Which
one would you
like?”

“A plain one like
the one that | am
wearing.”

The store owner goes to look for the shirt.
He returns empty handed.

“l am sorry sir, we do not have any more
shirts like that.”

“Do you plant to order more soon?”

“I'm afraid not. Would you like your
money refunded?”

“Yes, please.”

“How much did you pay for the shirt.”

“I bought it on sale. Five shirts for $50.
That comes out to $10 per shirt.”

“Not exactly. That sale was special. Four
shirts alone really sell for $50. | threw in
the fifth shirt free. | can only refund $7
for this shirt.”

The man is dumbfounded. It seemed so
straightforward. Five shirts for $50 is $10
per shirt. Why is this man trying to short-
change him?

“l don’t understand. Why is this not $10
per shirt?”

“l explained that this shirt was for free. |
really do not have to refund the money.
Seven dollars is really a good deal. Take it
or leave it.”

The man begins to get upset. He really
wants to raise his voice and tell the store
owner how unfair this is. However, he
stops himself. “I am a religious Jew,” he
thinks. “People look at me and judge me.
| could influence their opinion about the
entire Jewish people. Worse than that, |
could disgrace Hashem’s name. The Torah
commands us, ‘You shall not desecrate My
Holy Name’ (Vayikra 22:32). | will keep
quiet. Three dollars is not worth making a
chilul Hashem (disgrace of the Holy
Name).”

“Thank you. | will take the seven dollars.
Have a good day.”
“Thank you sir.”

The man rushes off to his next errand. His
daughter’s schoolbag has a broken buckle.
It is seven years old, but has a lifetime

mtaaammamasssesessssnisnsgestiaszssnsesensazaanssnesses ... : him in a respectful way. That is the proper
: Kinderlach . . . :
i We are Hashem’s ambassadors. People

i are watching us all of the time. How do

: we act? Do we behave nicely and make a
i Kiddush Hashem (sanctify His Name)? Or
i chas veshalom (G-d forbid) the opposite.
: Be a good ambassador. Show everyone
how wonderful Hashem really is.

their sin so terrible?”
“The Maharal explains that the time be-
tween Pesach and Shavuos is a time to
prepare ourselves to receive the Torah.
This preparation involves perfecting our
character traits. One of the crucial aspects
that we must work on is honoring our
fellow Jews. It is so important that the
buckle.” Mabharal calls it the essence of life. Those
“Oh  well,” the man who did not value the essence of life
thinks. “There goes an- were not permitted to continue living.
other three dollars.” They died from ‘ascora,” a disease of the
“Never mind. I'll fix it throat. Speech comes from the throat:
for free.” therefore, this disease is associated with
sins pertaining to speech. This is the
meaning of the verse, ‘Life and death are
dependent upon one’s speech’ (Mishlei

guarantee. He is going to have it fixed.

“Can | help you sir?”

“Yes, please. This schoolbag has a broken
buckle. Can you fix it.”

“Certainly, but it will cost three dollars.”
“But it has a lifetime guarantee.”

“That guarantee is only on the
sewing of the seams, not the

In less than a minute, the
man has a new buckle on his

daughter’s schoolbag. 18:21).”
“Thank you very much, sir.” AREsEsersmsssssassrsssssssssesssssssesessssssssssessss
E Kinderlach .

“My pleasure.”

The man thinks to himself. “I did not make
a chilul Hashem at the first store over
three dollars. Now | got this three dollar
buckle for free.” The man smiles, as he
feels Hashem smiling down upon him.

: We should use the wonderful gift of speech
5 that Hashem gave us to honor each other
i and to learn His Torah. Listen to what your
i Rebbe is saying. Let your chavrusa finish
i speaking before you comment on what he
i is saying. If you feel that he is incorrect, tell }

: i way to speak. B'ezras Hashem, we will all
i & work on honoring each other and merit
i i long lives, filled with blessing.

Anticipation

1
Chaim. it’s time to get up. Today is

the big day. Today is the day you receive
your special gift.”

Rebbe Akiva’s
Students

13
What a terrible tragedy! Twenty four
thousand people killed!”

Chaim practically jumps out of bed.

“Oh boy, | can hardly wait! | have been
thinking about this gift for weeks. | have
even been counting the days.”

[CIRC RN SRS

“What was it? Mudslides in Chile?” “Y

“No.” ou shall count for yourselves from
“Earthquake in China?” the day after Shabbos” (Vayikra 23:15).
“No.” This is the mitzvah of counting the Omer.
“Tsunami?” We can all identify with Chaim. How
“No.” many of us have felt this anticipation of a

“Please tell me. | must know.”

“The Gemora (Yevamos 62b) tells the
story. Rebbe Akiva had 12,000 pairs of
students from the town of Gvas to Anti-
fras who all died suddenly because they
did not give the proper respect to one
another. The world was void of Torah after Pesach until Shavuos, the time of the
until Rebbe Akiva came to the south of receiving of the Torah on Har Sinai.

the land of Israel and taught five new T T T e T P P PP T TP PP TP P PP TP PP TPTTPPPTITN
students: Rebbe Meir, Rebbe Yehuda, £ Kinderlach .

Rebbe Yosi, Rebbe Shimon, and Rebbe i How many dayg have we counted so far?
Elazar ben Shamua. These new students i We are getting closer and closer to Sha-
disseminated the Torah. The others all 5 vuos. Let us all prepare ourselves to re-
perished between Pesach and Shavuos, E ceive the Torah by strengthening our

from a painful disease called ‘ascora.”” ! learning and our relationships with people }
“Oy va voy, 24,000 yeshiva students Eand Hashem. :
died! So many! How could it be? Was B R R P MR i e

big event such as a bar mitzvah, a vacation
trip, or a special gift? We are so anxious
that we can’t wait for each day to pass.
The Sefer HaChinuch explains that the
Torah is the biggest gift that a person could
receive. Therefore we count the days from
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Save Yourself from the Clutches of the Yetzer Hara

21:1 “Yx WX awn X T Rl

DAYN_NINKNI_ AKX M2 DRNdD

I'ya Xnu' X7 woi1?’

“Hashem said to Moshe: Say
to the Kohanim, the sons of Aharon, and you
shall say to them that to a dead person he shall
not become impure among his people.” Why
does the Posuk say that they should not
become Tamei to the “Nefesh” instead of
saying that they should not become Tamei to
the “Meis”, the dead person?

This Parshah deals with the special
holiness of the lives of the Kohanim. The
usual format of the Torah is, “ 78w 12 78 N2T
pn'7k nnNI” while here the Torah uses a
different Loshon of, “nx ma nandn 78
pn'78x nnRI”. The term 127 denotes stating the
concept in concise, general terms, whereas My
denotes explaining the law in detail, appealing
to both mind and heart. 127 differs from mx
as speaking differs from telling. To speak is to
express an idea; whether there is anyone
listening is immaterial. However, “telling”
implies communication. When a person is
alone, he can speak, but he cannot tell. The
12N gives precise expression to an idea,
whereas the WMmiIx conveys an idea to the mind
of another, fully explaining and developing the
idea. Accordingly, in the Torah 1127 is the
concise and exact expression of the Mitzvah as
given to us in Torah Shebiksav, whereas namx
is the full explanation as handed down to us
through Torah Shebal Peh. An xnx
(Amorah) is one who interprets what he has
heard; and thus, the n'wmx, are the
interpreters of the Mitzvos, and the successors
of the n'xan. o'xan comes from the word “niw”
— to repeat that which they heard — they
handed down to their disciples what they
received from their masters.

The world was created with the
nnrn Wy, and we were given the nmwy
ninaTn. The word used for Creation is namx
because it immediately materializes in the
object to which it is addressed. The word used
to tell us of the ten commandments is 11T, for
the fact that it was pronounced does not
necessarily mean that it will automatically be
accepted and fulfilled. The Posuk here
regarding the Kohanim revolves around the
mmr. The ideas that are stated here in terse
sentences were explained by Hashem to Moshe
in detail, and their meaning and content must
likewise be communicated to the Kohanim, so
that they may understand these matters and
take them to heart. Moshe was to speak to the
Kohanim as |DnX 13, meaning to explain to
them that their Kehunah derives from their
being descendants of Aharon. They must
recognize and be aware that their Kehunah
does not come to them on their own merit, but
is transmitted to them by birth. Kehunah is a
task that is assigned to a person at birth, a
task where one is born and raised, so that in
the future it will absorb one’s whole life.
Therefore, even as the Kohanim are to view
themselves as DX 12, so should they view

their children as future Kohanim and raise
them for the duties of their tribe. (7x97 lwnw 1
vn)

“NT ...0100N 7R R nwn 79X T Kl
anx vy o7 or (2:0' 0'7'nn) amdn My’ — The
Posuk of “nundn 7% WnK” is connected to the
Posuk in Tehillim, “Day to day utters speech,
and night to night speaks out.” What is the
connection between this Posuk from Tehillim
with the Posuk of Moshe speaking to the
Kohanim here? The Arizal explains that the
reason that we make Brochos every day of,
“Tay Wy X7l 1 gy X7 s for when our
Neshomos leave us when we go to sleep at
night, and the Neshomos of Goyim or Avodim
do not connect to our holy Neshomos, and we
are Zoche to receive back our pure and holy
Neshomos in the morning. This is not
something that we should take for granted,
rather it is an Avodah that we must work on
in order to be Zoche to receive a pure and holy
Neshama return to us in the morning. We say
every morning, “X'n MIN0 2 MMY NNYI 778
NINWN NNRIE R NNND91 NN AN ANN NNKA NN
n7a” — “My G-d, the soul that You placed
within me is pure. You created it, You
fashioned it, You breathed it into me, You
safeguarded it within me.” Why were Chazal
Mesaken that we say this everyday, when
really it should be enough for every person to
bless and praise Hakodosh Boruch Hu once in
his life for giving each of us a pure and holy
Neshama? However, based on the Arizal
above, we can explain that the intention of this
Brocha is for the Zechus that we are Zoche to
receive “the return of our Neshama” each and
every morning, a pure and holy Neshama, and
that our Neshomos were not switched with the
Neshama of a Goy or Eved. It is for this that
we thank Hakodosh Boruch Hu and say,
“Atn DI — 2 'nmw” — we are thanking Him for
giving us back our Neshama — on this day.
‘232 mnwn anri” — we thank Hakodosh
Boruch Hu for safeguarding our Neshomos
overnight, and ensuring that our pure and
holy Neshomos are returned to us in the
morning. Now that we are Zoche to have a
holy and pure Neshama, one should want to
nurture his Neshama so that it remains alive
with Kedusha at all times.

The advice for one to accomplish this
is to fear Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and to follow
the Mitzvos of the Torah. More than fulfilling
the Mitzvos of the Torah is to be Osek in Torah
as much as possible, and that will save him
from following the Yetzer Hara, who seeks to
get one to turn away from the path of Hashem.
The Gemara in Kiddushin 30b says, “x' 'nx12
1"7an nun 17 'm0 vn” — “I created the Yetzer
Hara, and I created an antidote for it — the
Torah.” If you will attach yourself and
continuously busy yourself with the Torah,
then you will be protected from the Yetzer
Hara. The Alshich Hakodosh asks, why the
Posuk here says, “Nnu' X7 w917’ that one
should not become Tamei from the Nefesh,
instead of saying that which is more

accurate,”Nno' X7 nn71” — That you shall not
become Tamei from the Meis. The Torah hid
this message in the command to the Kohanim
to remain Tahor, that the Kohanim are not to
cause their Nefesh, their holy and pure soul
from Above — which we are Zoche to receive
anew every day, and not receive one from a
Goy or Eved, to become Tamei. The Medrash
tells us that the Posuk in Tehillim relates to
us how to keep our Neshomos pure and holy.
“anix yar o7 oi” — One must be Osek in Torah
- specifically using his mouth, as it says in
Eiruvin 54a — “pDn'kx¥in? nn ovn »” — that one
should bring forth words of Torah from his
mouth. If one will be Osek in Torah every day,
then, “nyT nin' n'7'%7% n'7"91” — every night when
your Neshama goes up to Shomayim, you need
not worry, for your Neshama will be infused
with nyT, which represents the essence of the
Neshama. By learning Torah, one saves
himself from the clutches of the Yetzer Hara,
and ensure, that one follows the correct path
of Avodas Hashem. (nwn 1)

Why does the Posuk say, “w9171” and
to the “Nefesh,” the Kohen is not to make
himself Tamei? There are three parts of a
Yid’s soul: Nefesh, Ruach, and Neshama.
When a Yid dies, the Ruach and Neshama
leave, and return back to where they came
from Above, as it says in the Posuk in Koheles
12:7 “nIn1 YN 0'P7RN 78 awn nnnl” — “And the
Ruach returns to Hashem, Who bestowed it” —
and certainly the Neshama is also returned.
However, the Nefesh, which is of a lower level
and was attached more to the Guf, that
remains in the world below. The evil spirits
take hold of it, and causes there to be Tumah,
being that it no longer has the Ruach and
Neshama to ward off these evil spirits. (nTIay
wUTIn)

The Kohanim must understand
what the essence of their own Neshama is and
what is the essence of every Jewish Neshama.
There is much Kedusha there, and they must
harness that Kedusha, and bring it forth.
While this Parshah is exclusive to Kohanim, it
is also a lesson for the rest of Klal Yisroel. The
Kohanim spend their time performing Avodah
for Hakodosh Boruch Hu on behalf of Klal
Yisroel. They must understand this message,
the message of the importance of the Nefesh,
and how they must remain Kodosh. It is also
a message to the rest of Klal Yisroel to value
what Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave each and
every one of us — a holy Neshama from below
the Kisai Hakovod, and we must cherish it.
We must seek to become Kodosh, and to truly
recognize the greatness of Hakodosh Boruch
Hu. While it is important for us to know the
great deficiencies of man versus Hashem,
more importantly we must recognize the
greatness of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and this
will bring us to Yiras Hashem and Ahavas
Hashem. May we be Zoche to truly recognize
Hakodosh Boruch Hu in this world, and to
have a true Yirah and Ahavah for Hakodosh
Boruch Hu.

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshete\@ﬁmail.com Thank you, Y. Schechter
—— -
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THE BEIN ADAM LECHAVEIRO SHMUZ MIDST THE PARSHA OF THE BLASPHEMER

The Parsha Emor ends with the story of Shlomis bas Dibri's son, a Yid was fathered by an Egyptian in Mitzrayim, who went out and began to
argue in the camp. Afterwards, he cursed the Name Hameforesh of Hashem. They put him in prison until Hashem revealed the fitting
punishment for such a blasphemy. When Hashem told Moshe that he should be stoned, the entire Bnei Yisrael took him outside the camp
and they stoned him. The meforshim ask that the Torah goes into a tangent of eight pessukim that separates Moshe's receiving from
Hashem the fitting punishment of stoning and the blasphemer's actual execution. The Torah mentions in this tangent many mitzvos
concerning Bein Adam Lechaveiro. One is given the death penalty for murder. If one kills the animal of another Yid he must pay for the
damages. If one causes injury to a Yid he must pay compensation. If one damages an animal of a Yid he must pay for the loss. If one inflicts
a wound to his parents he receives the death penalty. Why did the Torah insert all these dinin in between the instruction of Hashem to
stone the blasphemer and his actual death?

One must first ask himself the question how is it possible for an individual to stoop so low so fast to curse Hashem? This individual stood at
Har Sinai and received the Torah, saw the spectacular revelation of Hashem, heard the Sheim Hameforash, and now goes to curse
Hashem's name? The Torah reveals by this eight passuk insertion that this horrific cancer starts with the failure to give the proper respect in
one's relations between 1n'an? oX. In Pirkei Avos (3,) Rabbe Akivah says Man was created in the tzelem of Elokim the image of Hashem.
An extra love was shown to him by revealing this knowledge that Man was created in the image of Hashem. Why does the knowledge of
such a fact show extra love? Even if one doesn't possess the knowledge how the galaxies function or how the trees grow, it doesn't really
matter because the galaxies and the trees will fulfill their function anyway. So why was it necessary for Man to know that he was created in
the image of Hashem?

The answer is that Hashem desires from man that he should give Him kovod. Therefore if you know that man was created in His image then
you will also give people kovod as well for it is like honoring Hashem. If we were not made aware of such important information, we will live
our lives without the concept of niman TiI2>. We wouldn't at all care or be sensitive to use people in an abusive manner in order to benefit
ourselves. If | scratch his car | wouldn’t have to leave my number on his windshield. | would talk /ashan hara incessantly, embarrass and
insult people and wouldn't have to control my lips. | would push people and physically stampede over their bodies on Black Friday or
Motzei Pesach to get what | need at the expense of others. "Survival of the fittest by hook or crook" would be my mission statement in life.
If I had a bad day on work | wouldn't think twice to let my anger and frustration out on my family members even though they are not to
blame. | wouldn't call my wife to tell her that | am coming home late and cause her to worry about me. Basically | could act like an animal to
others and not feel the slightest guilt about it. However, now that | know that man is created in the tzelem Elokim, by honoring him | am
honoring Hashem. If | cannot bring myself to honor the tzelem Elokim with derech eretz, then at the end | will not honor Hashem either.
Pharaoh made believe that he did not Yosef and all the life benefits and welfare he brought to Egypt. He lacked the middah of gratitude.
Later when Moshe comes to him, Pharaoh says who is Hashem? If you fail to refine the middos, the lack of yiras shamayim will follow even
if you learn Torah all day. This shmuz of Hashem about responsibility for damages to humans and to their possessions is a directive to honor
the kovod of the Tzelem Elokim and not cause him any unwarranted anguish or tzaar. Man is a king and you must honor him as such.

The gematriah of D'n7x D%7¥ (with the two words) is DNNaX. He recognized that he himself was created with the tzelem Elokim and he
strove to bring this consciousness to all of Mankind. There is tremendous kovod to Hashem by enlightening the world to the recognition of
Hashem's kovod through the tzelem.

We can now understand the juxtaposition of the episode of the Blasphemer, and the parshiyos of the Lechem Hapanim and the Menorah
which precede it. In Pirkei Avos, Rabbe Akivah also says that Yisrael is beloved before Hashem because they are called Banim His children.
An extra love was shown to them by letting them know about this love. Chazal say that at the end of every Shelosh Regalim the Kohanim
would lift up the Shulchan that held the Lechem Hapanim to show to Yisrael the steam rising from the loaves, days later after it was placed
on the Shulchan. The Kohanim would then declare "See how beloved you are before Hashem".
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The Lechem Hapanim was placed on the Shulchan six on one side and six on the other. This symbolizes the letter II. The letter vov translates
as hooks as we find in the Mishkan (Shmos 26,32). The letter vov is used to connect one thought to the previous one. The Lechem Hapanim
was to arouse the deep connection and love that one Yid should have for the other.

The juxtaposition of these two was to teach that the Blasphemer was oblivious to this miracle. He failed to recognize Hashem's overt love
for Yisrael and His expectation from each Yid that he must have positive feelings towards one another. With the lesson from the Lechem
Hapanim He would have realized and understood the words of Chazal (Sanhedrin 58b) that whoever slaps the cheek of a Yid is tantamount
to slapping the Shechinah. If he would have taken the Shulchan and the Lechem Hapanim seriously to heart, he would never have had a
heated machlokes with another Yid, which eventually led him to curse Hashem.

The Lechem Hapanim was changed every Shabbos. Why on Shabbos one might ask? The Zohar writes that Shabbos is called Shalom. The
Medrash says (Shir Hashirim Rabba 8,17) Hakadosh Baruch says "My children pay attention that you don't come to hate one another, nor
be jealous of one another, don't fight with one another, don't embarrass one another a"k. Shabbos is a day of achdus and peace ny> mi
YN TNX '3 7R, Shabbos gives us the knowledge that Am Yisrael possesses both the Tzelem Elokim and the title of Banim to Hashem.
That is why Shabbos is shalom and achdus because the Tzelem Elokim can be seen radiating from a Yid's face on Shabbos. Ixa niwTh D19
[X2'2. On Shabbos we don't need a new face who didn't attend the chasunah in order to recite Sheva Berachos, because everyone has a new
face through the Tzelem Elokim that emanates.

We can now suggest another interpretation to why the name of Lechem Hapanim "bread of the face" was given to it. The loaves on the
Shulchan directs the spectator to focus on the faces of a Yidden, for it is the face of a person's body that manifests the Tzelem Elokim and
the relationship of Banim that Am Yisrael's possess. This concept is derived from the passuk (Devarim 21,23) that one who is executed by
Bais Din for blaspheming Hashem or worshipping idolatry, his body is hung on a wooden beam during the day. Before night his body is
removed and buried. The reason the Torah gives for the body's removal is that it is an insult of Hashem. Rashi explains it is a degradation of
the King, for man is made in the likeness of His image and Yisrael are His sons. This can be compared to two twin brothers. One became a
King and the other a bandit. They caught the bandit and hung him. Whoever saw him hanging would say the King is hanging a"k. The
Lechem Hapanim directed one to look at the face of a Yid and see there the expression of Hashem's love for a Yid how precious he is in the
eyes of Hashem that His image is fixed upon him.

The Menorah also symbolizes peace and achdus. The meforshim learn that the light that shone in the Menorah was the light of the Ohr
Haganuz created during the first day of creation. Every Shabbos when we light the Shabbos candles we also glean from the light of the
menorah and the Ohr Haganuz (Sfas Emes Bereishis nnwn). That is why the lighting of Shabbos candles brings shalom, for shalom is only
through light (Rabbeinu Chananail Shabbos 34). Especially if the Shabbos lights reflect the Ohr Haganuz which was called 210 > 2IXN. This
light revealed the spiritual unity behind every physical object of creation. Everything and everyone was in shalom and harmony with each
other.

Both the |[n71w1 N1 represent shalom and Shabbos. That is why the gematriah of both (with the kollel) is naw.

We are in the days of Sefirah. During this time period 24,000 talmidim of Rabbe Akivah perished because they did not give the proper
kovod to one another. No one knew this tragedy more than Rabbe Akivah. He was the one who authored in Pirkei Avos that Hashem told
man that he was beloved because he created in the Tzelem Elokim and Am Yisrael are beloved because that they were called the Banim of
Hashem. This obligates one to look at another Yid with a loving and respecting eye. His talmidim failed to see their fellow Yid through the
lens of D21 D'N'7R D'7¥2. The gematriah of both including the three words comes out to |uw. The Satan strives to blind the Yid from
looking at another Yid with love. With achdus we weaken his powers who is also power of the yetzer harah.

Every Shabbos we have Challos for Lechem Mishnah. They are in shape of two letter vovs symbolizing the Shulchan which also appeared as
two vovs, two stacks of loaves. It was on Shabbos that the Lechem Hapanim was changed. Every Shabbos when we make Hamotzei we are
given the opportunity to renew and rededicate our love to our fellow Yid in an enhanced passionate steaming manner. Especially this
Shabbos during the mourning period of Rabbe Akiva's talmidim's death we should think about our Challos. The Lechem Hapanim had
twelve loaves. Each loaf was made with two Danwy, two tenths of an aifah of flour. Altogether there were 24 n'anwy which can be read
24 tens of thousands, which alludes to the twenty four thousand talmidim of Rabbe Akivah. The gematriah of nanwy 1" with the two
words equals naw. Making Hamotzei this Shabbos on the Lechem Mishna with a little extra thought can make a difference in our Shabbos
and in our lives and the bringing of n'wn which is gematriah (including the word)n'ail n'n'7x D7y
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The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel
Nachmani, was born in 5467
(1706/1707) into an illustrious
family with great Rabbinical
lineage. He studied the revealed and
concealed parts of the Torah by the
Torah greats of his day.

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa,
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was
recognized as a holy and pious
individual, as well as a tremendous
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah.
He passed away on the 6™ of Elul
5539 (1779).

His Seforim were named, Toldos
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the
Torah. In his introduction, he
explains that since his only son had
died during his lifetime, he wrote
his Seforim to perpetuate his own
memory after his passing.

The following is his passionate
request to learn his works.

“I implore of you with ten terms of
supplication to choose from my
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that
finds favor in your eyes, for your
learning will sooth my soul etc...
“This righteousness will stand by
you forever — to ‘eat’ in this world,
and be satiated in the next. In this
merit, Hashem will repay you with
children, health and sustenance.
“...and now my brothers and
friends etc. do a true kindness, and
with your eyes you will see children
and  grandchildren  surrounding
your table, houses filled with all
that is good, wealth and honor will
not cease from your children...”
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Say to the Kohanim etc. (21:1).

In this week’s portion of the Yalkut, R” Yehoshua ben Levi says that Hashem
showed Moshe Rabbeinu all the future generations and their leaders. When he saw that
Shaul HaMelech and his sons would die by the sword he asked Hashem, “Is it proper
that the first king of the Jewish people should die by the sword?” Hashem answered, “It
is because the Kohanim that he wiped out (the entire city of Nov) cry out (in Heaven)
against him.”

The Zera Shimshon asks that Moshe Rabbeinu’s question is difficult to
understand. What difference does it make which number king, Shaul is? Regardless, it is
not proper that any Jewish king should die in such a manner, be it the first king or any
king thereafter?

As well, since Shaul HaMelech was indeed guilty of killing the Kohanim of the
city of Nov, why does it seem from Hashem’s response to Moshe Rabbeinu that Shaul
was only punished ‘because the Kohanim that he wiped out cry out against him’? Wasn’t
he deserving of a punishment even if there was no active prosecution against him?

The Zera Shimshon answers as follows:

The Asara Ma'amaros explains that the reason that the Shevet of Binyomin
merited that the first king of the Jewish people came from them, was because all of the
other Shevatim bowed to Esav when he met up with Yaakov Avinu upon returning from
Lavan’s house. The only one of the Shevatim that did not bow to Esav was Binyomin, as
he was not yet born. Thus, Shaul became king in his ancestor, Binyomin’s, merit of not
further empowering Esav by not bowing to him.

R” Shimon Bar Yochai recounts in the Zohar (Balak 192b), that when Hashem
approached the angel of nation of Esav (the Satan) to offer the Torah to its nation, it said,
“Esav lives on the sword and cannot keep the commandment of ‘Do not kill."”” In fact, the
Satan said, “Chas VeShalom! I can’t accept the Torah.” He begged Hashem not to offer it
to him again since his nation’s (Esav) entire power came from the sword. The Satan told
Hashem to offer it to the Jewish people. Hashem asked the Satan, “How can I convince
the Jewish people to accept it?” The angel of Esav said, “Take some of my light.” The
Satan was so afraid of Esav being forced to accept the Torah and possibly losing his
power that he was ready to give away some of his strength to bribe the Jewish people
into accepting the Torah.

R’ Shimon Bar Yochai explains that this light means that the Satan gave the
minimal amount of kedusha that he possessed to Hashem to pass on to the Jewish people
to ‘bribe” them into accepting the Torah. Since the Satan represented Esav, whose power
was with the sword, the kedusha aspect that the Jewish people received was the right to
use the sword for capital punishment and Milchemes Mitzva. If not for this, the Jewish
people would not have had the ability to use a sword.

This is what Moshe Rabbeinu was asking Hashem when he saw that Shaul would
die by the sword. How is it the Shaul, who became the first Jewish king due to the fact
that that his ancestor did not empower Esav by bowing down to him, should die by the
tool that is the essence of the power of Esav?

To this Hashem answered that since Shaul murdered the Kohanim of Nov for no
justifiable reason, he had empowered Esav by using the sword in a sinful fashion. This is
why the merit of Binyomin did not protect him. The Kohanim’s outcry was that Shaul
should be punished since his own action overweighed what his ancestor did and he
should not be protected from Esav’s tool, the sword, in his ancestor’s merit.

signup & dedications — zerashimshon @gmail.com
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We need you
to carry us,
so that we can
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every shabbos.
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EVENTS
THIS WEEKEND!

THIS FRIDAY NIGHT:
ONEG SHABBOS - TISH
WITH THE BIALE REBBE

THIS SUNDAY:
KOLLEL LOMDEI SHAS
PARLOR MEETING

SEE INSIDE FOR
DETAILS >>
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