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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY

ntelligent Jews understand the inherent weakness
I highlighted by the old anecdote of a Goy who declares that

he understands all of the Jewish holidays: They tried to kill
us, we won, let’s eat! Beyond shallow! The layers upon layers of
depth and rich man which Chazal and libraries of Mefarshim
allow us to glimpse the core of every Yom Tov, both M’Dioraisa
and M’Drabanan. Once we have entered those gates, we realize
that we have barely seen the tip of this majestic iceberg. We
need to explore again, with evaluation, beyond the frivolity
and sometimes sophomoric levity, what is it in fact we are
celebrating.

Our journey begins as we try to examine the words of the
Rambam (printed in the regular editions at the end of his
mxni), who raises the question as to why adding the Mitzvah
of reading the Megilah is not in violation of the mox of Hya
7o1n, adding Mitzvos to the Torah? He explains that as long as
the Rabanan did not explicitly say that this is to be one of the
613, it is allowed. They only said to read it - these next words
are what Purim is really about —mpwm n"apn Sw rnaw b 1o
DRI MY PR TN 51N 197125 1 pnpwh anp wm ub nwyw
WPIX 713 OX D711p DPPOK D WK 51T M2 M1 1IN NYAnw 1n nnkw
(:n ©M137) "vOX 1uxIp Ha3; to teach future generations (like us) of
our special status, the enviable proximity to Hashem Who will
listen to our Tefilos whenever we call out to Him.

We cannot let the pmy of this Rambam escape us. First a little
history — but not too much! The Nes of Purim occurred in the
seventy-year gap between the Churban Bayis Rishon and the
start of the rebuilding the Bayis Sheini. Nevuchadnezzar had
destroyed the Mikdash and drove us into Galus with a much
more diabolical agenda. He wanted to bolster his own court
with the best young men that Klal Yisroel could offer. His
plan, besides for his own benefit, was to purge the remnants
of Yisroel of its potential leaders to ensure they would not rise
again. He took the finest, the most brilliant young men and
installed them in his service. Among these young captives
were Daniel, Chanania, Mishael and Azaria. Daniel became a
leading figure in Nevuchadnezzar’s court and among his fellow
detainees. Baruch Hashem, they refused to be intimidated in
any way. Daniel even got them to change the menu, and they
ate raw seeds (rice, peas and beans) in order not to eat Mwn
n"oy (Alshich Daniel I). They went into the wxn jwa, into
the lion’s den and remained loyal to Hashem w=m mmona,
despite their circumstances. It was only Daniel who was able
to interpret the handwriting on the wall, for Balshazzer, which
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spelled out Bavels downfall. Even when Modai took the reins
from Bavel, Daniel was able to maintain his position. Darius
had a special respect for Daniel despite his previous position
with the former regime. We now need to focus on an incident
recorded in Daniel (6).

We are confronted with an age old problem - the Goy bristles at
a Yid having power and authority over him. The other officials
plotted to get rid of Daniel, and passed a law that no one is
allowed to make a request other than to king Darius. They
argued that the rule would solidify and augment the power of
the new governing monarch. In reality, they knew that Daniel
Davened (three times a day) and certainly would fall into
their trap. They caught him, and brought him to trial, much
to Darius’s dismay. Rashi (Daniel 1:15) quotes a Medrash that
in middle of the trial — with Darius trying to defend him -
Daniel saw it was getting dark, Mincha time, AND SO HE
DAVENS. There went all the arguments to acquit him, right
out the window. At the trial for the crime of Davening, with his
life at stake, Daniel is unfazed and convincingly shows his true
allegiance. Darius has no choice but to throw him into the lion’s
den - we all know the rest of the story.

There is, however, a glaring Kashya on this entire incident. The
Halacha rules that when faced with a life threatening situation
ONLY for the big three Aveiros - Avoda Zara, Gilui Arayos and
Shefichas Damim - is one required to give up their life. This
may also include certain circumstances of mwn nyw and Chilul
Hashem. However, there is no requirement of 1y bx1 i for
Tefilah, but Daniel acted as if it were so (at least that second
time in court — see Malbim ibid). There is a Machlokes in the
Rishonim regarding a situation where the Halacha rules NOT
TO GIVE UP ones life, and despite that, one DOES GIVE IT
UP, what is the status of that person. Rambam (Yesodei Hatorah
5:4) holds it to be an 1772y - "1wnaa a»nnn nr nn", whereas Tosafos
(Avoda Zara 27b), Rosh (ow 1"y7 2"n) do not consider it to be
wrong. The Mechaber (Y’D 157:1) follows Tosafos and the
Rosh, while the Rema (ibid) seems to agree (See Shach). These
Halachos are complicated and must seriously be learned. But
we will focus on trying to reconcile what Daniel did by giving
up his life with the opinion of the Rambam.

The only wny we find that was given to Daniel was because
after Nevuchadnezzar had a dream about his downfall, and
that he would roam like the beasts of the field and eat grass, he
gave him advice of how to avoid it (or at least postpone it). He

MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the leadership of Rav Chaim Zev Levitan and is dedicated to oider Bais Medrash bochurim who have
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chosen to pursue the path of Zevulon while rooted in the tents of Yis
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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY

told him to give Tzedaka, so that his philanthropy would help
him escape retribution. See Rambam (Rotzaiach 12:15) explain
that this was Daniels test, and he should have never advised
a Rasha to do a Mitzvah. For that transgression, the Gemara
(Bava Basra 4a) says that Daniel was either demoted and his
jurisdiction was limited — called qnn, or he was thrown into the
lion’s den. This was all for the advice, however, we don’t that he
was faulted for the forfeiture of his life.

We might suggest that during this period, Klal Yisroel felt
themselves in no-man’s land. The Gemara (Sanhedrin 9s5a)
tells of Yiden who were urged by Yeshaya to do Teshuva, and
their response was: Does a slave whose master has sold him or
does a wife whose husband has divorced her, do they still have
to be loyal? Do they still have any responsibility to their past
masters? Do we still have to answer to the G-d who allowed us
to be conquered, driven from our land and allowed us to watch
the temple we built for our Almighty razed to the ground? The
Gemara (Yuma 69b) tells us that Daniel refused to say man
- where is His nma1, as Goyim parade around in our wipn.
(This is before there was an organized nnnn 910, taught to us
by the a1 noi wwix, and everyone’s Tefilos were freelanced,
dictated by whatever feelings they had). But Yeshaya (50:1) told
them that you do not have a a1, you are only separated — nrx
Danx mno 10o. We need to appreciate that the feeling of being
abandoned, being discarded, totally forsaken had enveloped
Klal Yisroel at that time, like an ominous, dark cloud that felt
like it would never go away. Hashem no longer cares about us,
period, they thought. In that somber state of mind, did it make
sense to Daven? The entire institution of Tefilah was being
undermined! Could it be that Hashem would still listen to our
121 02 naw? ow? Came along Daniel, leading by example, and
shouting from the highest hilltop: YES! YES! Even now, it is
still 5% ux1p 533. His wo1 mon was not for any individual
Tefilah, but to save, to rescue Davening from the paralysis of
wix' that might have overtaken Klal Yisroel.

We now have a different level of understanding of the Gemara
(Meggilah 12b) which Darshens Mordechai’s name. Mordechai
and Esther also lived in those shadowy years of ambiguity
of rejection by Hashem. Their dilemma was complicated by
other events as well. Belshazzar made a party, using o">> from
the Bais Hamikdash, calculating the non-rebuilding of the
promised Bais Hamikdash Hasheini. That very night, he and
his kingdom became history. Achashveirosh made a party,
using the same 053 , also celebrating the non-rebuilding of
the Mikdash according to his calculations - AND NOTHING
HAPPENED! He had some trouble with his wife - vwn ym

- indicating that he may be right that the nxm1 of mm of
seventy years is not coming true. We had been discarded yet
again. Then, for the first time in our history, a law is passed
for the complete annihilation of ALL JEWS. Mordechai now
must teach Klal Yisroel that no matter how hopeless it may
seem, we still CAN AND MUST DAVEN. Says the Gemara;
bxawr bw oy vxnw xe 13, he OPENED OUR EYES to see
that we can still Daven. 1nban 5p ynww yynw 12 Hashem heard
his Tefilah. 15 ynan omm myw Sy wpnw ,wp 12 he banged on
the gates of mercy and they opened. But doesn’t the Gemara
(Berachos 32b) state, that from the day of the Churban, the
gates of Tefilah are closed? Mordechai’s Chidush was that the
doors may be closed but never, never locked. Banging on them
with our Davening - opnymn - will always open them, no
matter how many reasons we can imagine that Hashem would
ignore them. Torah Temima suggests that this may be reason
the Yerushalmi (Shekalim 5:1) refers to Mordechai as mmoa,
because he opened the gates for our Tefilos.

There is another “Nekudah” that I just cannot resist sharing
with all of you. The x"vr, in his Sefer 'n>,'na 'n mnp 92 and
many others, teach that Mordechai was a Gilgul of Yaakov. By
the virtue of mnnw X5 y1>' X5 to Hamman (Eisavs Einikil),
he was 1pnn the act of Yaakov bowing before Eisav. Therefore,
he is called »m wx, from Binyamin, because Binyamin was
the only one who did not bow to Eisav (see Sefer x1 mnw nn
2 pn w). We've learned already that Yaakov is the Av of
on2d o max nwyn for Klal Yisroel in Galus. Hashem had the
sun set earlier, so that Yaakov could create Maariv - the Tefilah
that symbolizes Daveing in the dark of Galus (see Meshech
Chochma there) - a time when man can think there is no point
in Davening. You can almost hear the recording (where do they
find people that talk like that?), “the number you have dialed is
no longer in service”. So we've found another parallel between
Yaakov and Mordechai: Both taught us about Davening when
it seemed there was no point.

The lesson here is evident. We need to take the nman mbwn from
Mordechai and Yaakov and Daven, as the Rambam says that
is the message of Purim — 1w X5 7p Saw yninb - Hashem will
heed all of our Tefilos so that we may speedily see nron o
NRwI K.

Among those that are nyw ooyn.
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[lluminating Man’s Inner World

FEBRUARY 27

2021 THROUGH THE LENS OF THE PARSHA
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Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

Parshas Tetzaveh: Nice Building, but ‘Where’s the Beef’?

hile for many the sections of the Torah that

they are most drawn to are the narrative
portions of Breishis, the beginning of Shmos and
much of sefer Bamidbar, I have for many years
found greatest resonance in the parshiyos that
describe the mishkan and korbanos. In as much
as man is conceived as a miniature mishkan, the
building of the sanctuary and the service within,
is G-d’s blueprint for the nature and make-up of
man and his purpose in the universe. As such
every piece of the mishkan - the instruction to
build, the building itself and the avodah within
its walls - all carry deep meaning, instruction,
and symbolism.

Nowhere is this truism more apparent than at the
end of parshas Tetzaveh. Most of the meforshim
comment on the placement in the Torah of the
commandment to build the mizbeiach hazahav
(also known as the mizbeiach haketores), the
alter upon which the ketores was offered. The
instructions to build the vessels of the mishkan
are all found in parshas Terumah while Tetzaveh
is dedicated towards the description of the
bigdei kehuna. Why then stick the placement
of the mizbeiach hazahav here at the end of
Tetzaveh? Clearly there is something significant
going on.

Many of the answers provided run to the more
technical and speak of the unique halakhic
nature of this mizbeiach as opposed to the
other keilim. The Ramban, Ohr HaChaim
HaKadosh and many others all take the issue in
that direction. However, the Seforno writes the
following:

,NNINN NWID1 0'700 IXW OV NATAN AT DTN X7I
IN2,112IN1 AN 78N |'2WN7 12 01N NN X7 1D
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The purpose of the mizbeiach was not to being
the shechinah into the mishkan like the other
keilim. The theme of Terumah is the DDIN1'N1DWI
- ‘build it and I shall come’. That is not what the
mizbeiach haketores is about. This mizbeiach
is to offer the ketores which serves as a sign of
honor to HKB’H who has graciously ‘received’
our offerings. Because says the Seforno that the
whole purpose of this mishkan is completely
unique it stands to reason this its placement
in the Chumash stands apart from the other
vessels.

This Seforno that points to the unique role of
the incense put me on a certain track in thinking
about this issue. Very simply this is what strikes
me.

Man builds this majestic structure. Itis grandiose
in scale and in both its beauty and its precision.
Every piece of it reflects the binas haleiv and the
chochmas elyon that is man’s great hallmark.
There existed a genuine enthusiasm among the
leaders, the builders, and the contributors to
create a space that would be a fitting abode for
HKB’H’s presence.

There is only one potential problem. We have all
seen this same narrative played out throughout
history and in our own lives and those of you
reading this right now might even be slightly
nodding your head in acknowledgment. We have

OO
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Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

all seen majestic homes built and erected all for
the most noble and elevated of purposes only to
watch the home become a place that ceases to
be an expression of its original aims and goals.
We have all witnessed magnificent shuls built,
with all of the concomitant speeches about the
creation of a mikdash me’at only to witness the
same shul devolve into a place of conflict and a
makom that ceases to carry the banner for its
original noble mission. The history of the batei
mikdashot themselves speak to this sad reality.

The placement of the mizbeiach hazahav at
the end of the joint parshiyos of Terumah and
Tetzaveh would seem to be saying the following.
You have built a beautiful structure. You have
graciously and magnanimously offered your
most valuable possessions in the building of
this structure. You will adorn the Kohanim in
absolute beauty. Every piece of the structure
speaks of majesty and of complete perfection.
The only question is what will be the spirit
within the majestic structure? Will the essence
of this makom speak to the greatness, fineness
and essential sanctity of man or will it be a
place to ‘just’ follow the technical rules of the
avodah and nothing more? In short will the
mishkan be infused with the spirit of the reiach
nicho’ach, the pleasant aroma, of the ketores
or will it be something tragically less? Perhaps
HKB’H commands the building of the mizbeiach
haketores at the very end of these parshiyos
to remind everyone involved in this enterprise
to not lose sight of the reiach nichoach and to
caution us as to how easy it is to get lost in the
structure itself and to lose the appropriate spirit
within that structure.

I have long appreciated my nearly 30 years in
Yeshiva University and my relationship with and
exposure to the Rebbeim of the Yeshiva. The
thousands of exceptional talmidim who have
passed through the doors of the beis medrash
have ingested the values of the Roshei Yeshiva.
What I have seen in my years there (and this
would undoubtedly be true about all anashim
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gedolim) is that there is such a thing called a
Religious Personality. This is something that
is emphasized by the Ramban on a number
of occasions and is alluded to in many of the
teshuvos of the Niddah B’Yehudah and Rav
Moshe Feinstein. One can build a beautiful
structure - mitzvos, hakpada about zman,
learning etc.- and still not reflect the beauty of
the Torah and not be a person who conveys the
necessary spirit of darchei noam.

In many ways it is easy to build a building. It is
‘easy’ to keep halakha. What is more nuanced
and requires far more work is the continuous
question of whether I have cultivated a spirit of
reiach nichoach within that structure? Do I have
arefined, generous, gentle and humble religious
personality within the confines of the structure
of my religious life? It is often all of the subtle
areas in between the actions that speak to this
life of reiach nichoach.

To speak plainly, the cultivation of this religious
personality which speaks of the reiach nichoach
in our lives within the structure of our lives
requires enormous thoughtfulness, self-
awareness, work, and commitment. While
perhaps the work to create that personality
is daunting, at the end of the day it is all the
difference between a building and a Mikdash,
a structure and a Beis Elokim and just living a
‘frum’ life and living with the goals of being in
some way an ish Elokim. While the mishkan is
long gone, its eternal messages are fully alive
and fully relevant to this day.

Have a good Shabbos and a Chag sameach

R’ Blass

R’ Blass can be reached at blass@yu.edu
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Until you do not know — yT1' X771 TV

Once there were two drunk men sitting on Purim, and they were
arguing with each other about who was more drunk. Each one
argued that the other was completely drunk and he was sober.
Ultimately, they decided to go to a third drunk who would
decide which of them was more drunk. The two of them
approached the third drunk and presented their arguments.
After both sides, he told them, ‘I don’t understand why you
came to me as | have no idea what drunkenness is, but in my
opinion all four of you are drunk...”
Perhaps this story is appropriate before you start drinking wine,
or maybe afterwards, or perhaps even while you are fulfilling ‘ad
delo yada’. Regardless, we must understand this unique concept
of ‘ad delo yada’ that our Rabbis said (Megillah 7b), ‘chayiv inish
lebisumei bepuriya ad delo yada bein arur Haman [I’baruch
Mordechai’ - ‘one is obligated to become intoxicated on Purim
until he does not know the difference between cursed is Haman
and blessed is Mordechai’. In order to understand what is meant
by ‘ad delo yada’, we must first understand the meaning of
‘yediya’ — ‘knowing’ [awareness]. Knowing is knowledge, and
knowledge is found in the soul where we find volition. On Purim
we must reach a level of ad delo yada’ which is ‘mesiros nefesh’
— complete devotion. Forego knowledge. Thus, a valid drunk is
one who has no will of his own as he is in a state of devotion. He
gives over all his will to Heaven, and if there is any will at all, it is
the will of avodas Hashem and not a mundane will.
In truth, this is the essence of the miracle of Purim. Haman was
happy that the lottery fell out on the month of Adar since he
knew that Moshe Rabeinu died in this month, but he did not
know that he was also born in this month. He also did not know
that Moshe Rabeinu’s death was not like the death of any other
person. Moshe Rabeinu devoted his life for Am Yisrael,
therefore, it is written by his passing (34:6) nx w'x y1 X7I'
M1y — ‘no one knows his burial place’. As we have said, ‘velo
yada’ means ‘mesiros nefesh’ [devotion] and for the same
reason Esther said (4:16) "NnTax 'MTaX YWKDI' — ‘and if | perish,
| perish’, for in order to bring salvation to Am Yisrael one needs
‘mesiros nefesh’.
Therefore, in order to receive the great influences of these two
days of Purim, we must drink ‘ad delo yada’, and through
‘mesiros nefesh’ we will merit salvations.

- TivHaMoadim - Purim
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‘Kindness surrounds us’ - 'nmaaio: Ton'
“You have to take a group up north on Friday. You will leave the bus in
the north and return with the other drivers by private car before
Shabbos. Immediately after Shabbos, you will go back up north by
private car to bring the group back to Yerushalayim by bus.”
I did a quick calculation, and | concluded that | would return very close
to Shabbos Kodesh, and | am usually already prepared for Shabbos by
12:00 on Friday, and there is no way | am going into Shabbos like this.
The boss offered me double salary, but | apologized and told him it was
not a matter of money, but a principle that | would not forego for any
amount of money in the world.
In particular, because the month before, my vehicle was in an accident
and | had to pay part of the damages which came to my whole salary for
the month. | calculated and concluded that on the account of the
insistence of the boss, | took some trips at the expense of a steady shiur
in Daf Yomi and Sha’ar HaBitachon in Chovas Halevavos, and so, | did not
see blessing from that extra money, and | accepted on myself not to miss
a shiur again. The boss was obstinate and said that he was taking away
my steady morning and afternoon runs and giving them to another
driver. | replied that he was not the one sustaining me, and if he thought
| was beholden to him, then he could find another driver. The reason |
did not go work for another company is because | did not want to miss a
shiur, and this was fine with me. In short, he told me | no longer worked
for him.
This was on Wednesday. On Thursday, my cellphone rang at 7:00 AM and
would not stop. | looked at the caller ID, and it was my boss pleading with
me to take my steady runs. He explained that the new driver simply did
not show up. | felt sorry for him and | took the runs. Later that day, | took
a trip up north to the mekomos hakedoshim a half hour after shiur. |
gladly took the trip since | wanted to go to the mekomos hakedoshim
very much, and now Heaven helped me with this trip. | made money and
| prayed. What happened that these trips popped up at these moments?
They had planned this trip for the following week, but the weather
forecast of a storm changed their plans and they moved up the trip to
the Thursday before.
12210 ToN 'Na nvIaN' - ‘One who trusts in Hashem, kindness surrounds

’

us.
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Completeness between man and his fellow
and between man and the Omnipresent
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You shall take from the ram the fat, and the fat tail, and the fat
that covers the innards, and the diaphragm of the liver, and the
two kidneys and the fat that is on them, and the right thigh; it is
the ram of perfection. (29:22)

Rashi explains: For it is the ram of perfection — it is an expression of

completeness, for it is entirely complete. The Torah states that the
milu’im were shelamim — peace-offerings, which are complete, that
is, for the Mizbeach, for the one performing the avodah, and the
owner of the karban. This is why | require that its breast be a
portion for him who performs the ceremony, this is Moshe, who
officiated at the inauguration of the Mishkan. Aharon and his sons,
who are the owners, ate the rest of it, as stated in context.

Before we understand Rashi’s meaning, the posuk requires a bit of
explaining. The Torah enumerates all the parts of the inaugural
karban that go upon the Mizbeach. It is fitting to give the reason why
this karban is a lesser one than the olah [burnt offering] for the breast
and the other meat of the shelamim join with the parts that are
offered. As we see further on, the breast is given to Moshe as a
portion, the meat was eaten by Aharon and his sons (29:26), and the
Torah concludes that it is an inaugural ram (29:31). ‘Milu’im’ is an
expression of completeness, that is, although there is an advantage
to the ‘olah’ because it is entirely burned, however, the other karban
has an advantage that the olah does not have. Everyone is bound
together in the karban which makes it complete, whether HaKadosh
Baruch Hu Who has some parts of the karban, or the owners who
bring the karban, or those doing the avodah in the Sanctuary and
actually offer it. This type of karban is always referred to as a
‘shelamim’, this is its completeness, something from which everyone
benefits.

The truth of the matter is that there is no karban of higher stature
than the ‘olah’ because it is totally burned for Hashem. There is no
doubt that if the ‘olah’ is burned according to the letter of the law, it
awakens satisfaction on high and it is categorized as a perfect avodah.
However, this karban is not called ‘complete’ because the
designation of completeness only applies when it is beneficial to all.
We learn a great foundation in avodas Hashem here. The ‘shelamim’
was named such to give it more praise than an ‘olah’, for when
Hashem desires an olah, it is not possible to gain acceptance with a
shelamim. Necessarily, this designation only comes to teach on the
all-inclusiveness of the avodah for Heaven. There is no completeness
in any avodah unless it brings acceptance to all involved with it.
Sometimes, a person will accept a good thing upon himself, and he
does not consider that this good is coming at the expense of another.
But in truth, his heart is focused on Heaven and he does not intend
to cause distress to another. This desire awakens him to do the
avodah and does not hinder its acceptance, however, the avodah is
not complete because others were adversely affected by his act. This
avodah is categorized as ‘alyah v’kotz ba’ — ‘It is a fat tail, but there is
athorninit’ [that is, though the fat tail might be a choice part of the
animal, still sometimes there are thorns in it] (Rosh Hashanah 17a).
Although this avodah is beneficial for Heaven, but it is far from being
called ‘completeness’, since Hashem does not desire that He be
served by causing hardship to others.
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An illustration of this is baking matzos. Many people have various
stringencies regarding the baking or even grinding the flour before
that. When they come to the bakery where they will mill the flour
and bake the matzos, they impose their stringencies on all the
workers there, demanding that they work to their own satisfaction,
not paying any attention to the fact that these workers are not
trained to work like that, and the extra demands puts a strain on
them and makes them work beyond their capabilities. And if they
are not paid extra for their extra effort, they feel taken advantage
of. The person making the demands on them thinks he is appeasing
his Creator with his meticulous performance in making the matzos,
but the truth of the matter is that this is not what Hashem wants.
As we have seen in the seforim of the Chozeh of Lublin where they
printed the customs that the Chozeh wrote to his students, there
were several customs at the end of which he wrote ‘and sometimes
he did the opposite’. The reader who does not understand the depth
of his words would not understand his intent. Since these customs
were written among the other good customs, why did he sometimes
change them? They also did not understand when they would
change them and they would not change. However, based on our
approach the words are clear. It is incumbent on a person to always
weigh out his decision to do something good, if this will cause
aggravation to another. If he sees a ‘takalah’ [fault] instead of a
‘takanah’ [correction], then he will receive reward for not doing it.
This is what Chazal said (Kiddushin 40a): Rava said, “Rav Idi explained
to me, 170X DN"7'7uN 1D D 110 D PTY X' - ‘Praise the righteous
person who is good, for the fruit of their deeds will they eat (Yeshaya
3:10). Now, is there a righteous person who is good and a righteous
person who is not good? Rather, one who is good towards Heaven
and good towards his fellow creatures, he is the good righteous
person. But one who is good towards Heaven and bad towards his
fellow creatures, is the righteous person who is not good. Similarly,
you may say, '17 nwy* I'T" 722 D Y1 Y17 X' - ‘Woe to the wicked
person who is bad, for the payments of his actions will be done to
him (3:11). Now, is there a wicked person who is bad and a wicked
person who is good? Rather, one who is bad towards Heaven and
bad towards his fellow creatures is a bad wicked person. But one
who is bad towards Heaven but not bad toward creatures, is the
wicked person who is not bad.”’

It is best that when one takes a good thing upon himself, he should
check to see if he could do it without hurting someone else. Even if
at that moment he cannot determine if he will do something at the
expense of another, he should stipulate when he accepts it that if he
determines at a later time that he will not act properly towards other
people, he will refrain from doing it.

What emerges from this is what we see in the passage before us.
While the Torah is speaking about the portion that is burned on the
Mizbeach, it already explains why the breast and ram meat are not
included. This explains the rationale. Ideally, it should have waited
until it explained that the breast is Moshe’s portion, and the ram
meat goes to Aharon and his sons, and only then explain why they
are not burned together. This teaches us that even when he wants
to sanctify the parts to Heaven, it is fitting to explain if it is fitting to
sanctify everything or leave a part over for someone else to appease
him, and not make him wait until the first part is offered. It is like
this in every topic and matter, one must think about it before doing
it, how and when to do something that will not cause aggravation to
someone else.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Purim 5781
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

The Three-Day Purim in Yerushalayim Imparts Chesed
to the Entire World and Negates the Klipah of Amalek
which Combines the Forces of Eisav and Yishmael

Customarily, Purim is celebrated on the 14™ of Adar
throughout the world and on the 15" of Adar in the holy city
of Yerushalayim. This year, however, the celebration of Purim
in Yerushalayim will be spread out over three days--m»a”
"wymwnt. The celebration will begin on Friday, the 14" of Adar
and will conclude on Sunday, the 16" of Adar.

We learn in the Megillah that Mordechai, one of the heads
of the Sanhedrin, together with the other sages, set two
dates for celebrating Purim in future generations (Esther 9,
20): awx @ Yo YR maman nbwer YR 22T AR TR 21N
Doy Y antby oph BRI AAEn WINWRR Tonn Nt boa
Jmwt maw Bo3 13 WY nwnan 0T AN IR W Awy aysaN o ons
Mordechai recorded (wrote down) these events and sent
letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of
King Achashveirosh, the near ones and the distant ones,
instructing them to observe annually the 14" day of the
month of Adar and its 15" day .. ."

In this regard, the Mishnah (Megillah 2a) teaches us that
all settlements that were not surrounded by walls dating
back to the times of Yehoshua bin Nun celebrate Purim on
the 14" of Adar, just like the Jews did in the provinces ruled
by Achashveirosh; for, that was the day that they rested
after defeating their enemies. In contrast, the settlements
surrounded by walls dating back to the times of Yehoshua bin
Nun celebrate Purim on the 15" of Adar, just like the Jews did
in the capital city of Shushan; for, they battled their enemies

an extra day and did not rest until the 15" of Adar.

So, when the 15" of Adar falls on Shabbas Kodesh, it is
prohibited to read the Megillah, as explained in the Gemara
(ibid. 4b). Our blessed sages prohibited the reading of the
Megillah on Shabbas out of concern that a person might carry
it four amot in the public domain. Hence, in this situation, it
was instituted that the mitzvos and customs related to Purim
in Yerushalayim are performed on three consecutive days.
This format is outlined in the Shulchan Aruch (0.C. 688, 6):

If the 15" day (of Adar) falls on Shabbas, the Megillah is
not read on Shabbas. Instead, we read it earlier, on Erev
Shabbas; we also collect money for donations to the poor and
distribute them on that day. On Shabbas, we take out two
sefarim (Torah scrolls); in the second one, we read the passage
of “Amalek came.” We do not recite “Ahl HaNisim,” and we do
not make the Purim meal (feast) until Sunday. The rationale
for this practice is explained in the Yerushalmi (Megillah 1, 4):
On Shabbas, there is a mitzvah to delight in the Shabbas—*“oneg
Shabbas.” Therefore, for it to be evident that we are feasting in

honor of Purim, we make the “seudah” on Sunday.

Upon further analysis, we find that the six mitzvos
performed on Purim are divided up evenly among the three
days. Two mitzvos are performed on Friday, the 14" of Adar—
the reading of the Megillah and “matanot la’evyonim”—gifts to
the poor and needy. On Shabbas, the 15" of Adar, we recite “Ahl
HaNisim” and read the passage of “Amalek came.” On Sunday,
the 16™ of Adar, we perform two more mitzvos—“mishloach
manot” (sending gifts of food and drink to friends) and eating
the festive Purim seudah.
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Clearly, Mordechai and the other members of the Sanhedrin
realized that the 15" of Adar—the day Purim is celebrated in
walled cities such as Yerushalayim—would occasionally fall
out on Shabbas Kodesh, necessitating this three-day format.
Therefore, we will endeavor to explain the profound intent
underlying this institution. (Note: The 14" of Adar can never
fall on Shabbas.)

The Institution Pertaining
to Walled Cities Honors Yerushalayim

We will begin our illuminating investigation by scrutinizing
the rationale for dividing up the celebration of Purim into two
days—the 14" of Adar for most of the world and the 15% of
Adar for settlements surrounded by walls dating back to the
times of Yehoshua bin Nun. Generally, it is preferable to have
all Jews celebrate the same day everywhere.

Now, we learned in the Mishnah (ibid. 2a): papmn n¥o92”
WY YRS PP 1 12 Yein mnat min—cities surrounded by
a wall from the time of Yehoshua bin Nun, read on the 15,
The Ra”n provides a rationale for this practice in the name of
the Yerushalmi (ibid. 1, 1): 7125 1p%m 2% 12 pwit 221 owa 1100 237”
J113 YWD N1t RN 9N, BT NS 112N nnw YR PNy
Rabbi Simon said in the name of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi:
They honored Eretz Yisrael, which was in a state of ruin
at that time; hence, they based the decree on the times of
Yehoshua bin Nun.

The commentaries explainthattheholy city of Yerushalayim,
the King’s palace, was surrounded by a wall dating back to
the conquest of the land by Yehoshua bin Nun. In the times
of Achashveirosh, however, the city lay in ruin without a wall.
Therefore, out of respect for Yerushalayim, they decreed
that every city that was surrounded by a wall dating back to
the times of Yehoshua bin Nun would have a special status;
they would celebrate Purim on the 15% of Adar, just like it
was celebrated in Shushan. This explains the designation
“Shushan Purim.”

Let us now add some food for thought. Why was it a show
of respect and honor for Yerushalayim to have its Purim
celebrated on the 15" of Adar like it was celebrated in the
capital city of Shushan during the times of Achashveirosh?
The importance of Shushan was that it was the permanent
location of King Achashveirosh’s throne, as it states at the

Shvilei Pinches

beginning of the Megillah (Esther 1, 2): 9%nn naws onm omea”
e TWIws AWR 1nshn xoo by wienk—in those days, when
Achashveirosh sat on his royal throne, which was in the
capital city of Shushan.

In contrast, the capital city of the people of Yisrael is the holy
city of Yerushalayim. That is the location the Supreme King,
HKB”H, designated as His dwelling, in the Beis HaMikdash,
as it states (Shemos 25, 8): "ma1na *niowt wpn 5 wyr—they
shall make Me a Mikdash, so that I may dwell among them.
Therefore, Mordechai and the other members of the Sanhedrin
cleverly designated the 15" of Adar as the day of Purim in
Yerushalayim, the day the Jews celebrated in the capital city of
Shushan. Thus, they signified that Yerushalayim is our capital
city. It is the dwelling place of HKB”H, the Supreme King. We
wait and anticipate the return of His Shechinah to the third
Beis HaMikdash, swiftly, in our times!

Mordechai Never Forgot Yerushalayim

We can postulate that it was precisely for this reason
that the Megillah identifies Mordechai’'s place of origin as
Yerushalayim (Esther 2, 5): w1 mmean ywiwa mon v ww”
9 oYy @YwTn avan AWK S IR WP 13 YR 13 PR 13 9370
933 qn MR A TWN T Ton s oy nvan 1wy There
was a Jewish man in the capital city of Shushan; his name
was Mordechai the son of Yair, the son of Shimi, the son of
Kish, from the tribe of Binyamin. He had been exiled from
Yerushalayim along with the exiles who had been exiled
with Yechaniah King of Yehudah, whom Nevuchadnetzar
King of Bavel had exiled. Since he was among the exiles
exiled from Yerushalayim by Nevuchadnetzar, he recited
regularly the psalm formulated by David HaMelech in relation
to galus Bavel (Tehillim 137): 129512 12252 &3 123w ow Y2z nama by”
"2 nk—Dby the rivers of Bavel, there we sat and also wept,
when we remembered Tziyon.

There are two powerful pesukim in this psalm admonishing
Yisrael in every generation never to forget Yerushalayim (ibid.
5): &% Bx 237918 RY ax 1onY mwh pan 20 nown 2w rsws oy’
"annw wRa Yy obwr nx avyx—if I forget you, O Yerushalayim,
let my right hand forget (its function). Let my tongue
adhere to my palate, if I fail to recall you, if I fail to elevate
Yerushalayim above my foremost joy. Therefore, when

the miracle of Purim occurred, in the merit of Mordechai the
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tzaddik, the passuk attests to the incredible joy experienced
by Yisrael (Esther 8, 16): "ap» 1w amawi IR non oy’ —
the Jews had light and gladness and joy and honor. In this
manner, Mordechai, who had been exiled from Yerushalayim,
elevated Yerushalayim above his foremost joy.

With this in mind, Mordechai intentionally decreed that
all towns surrounded by a wall dating back to the times of
Yehoshua bin Nun celebrate Purim on the 15% of Adar in honor
of Yerushalayim. In this manner, Yisrael would remember the
holy city of Yerushalayim on Purim and our intense desire
for HKB”H to return His Shechinah to her. We express this
yearning thrice daily in Shemoneh Esreh: mara 1709 mibwrsbr
"nma% AWK nowna powm amwn—and to Yerushalayim, Your
city, may You return with compassion and dwell in her as
You have promised.

In thislight, we can now propose a wonderful interpretation
of the appellation "> wx”. The simple meaning is that
Mordechai was from shevet Binyamin. But why was it so
important for the Megillah to inform us of this? It is informing
us of his great love and longing for Yerushalayim. Itis teaching
us that he regularly recited the passuk: mawn nrywim» qrows ox”
mm. Since he took great care not to forget Yerushalayim, he
always remembered that he was an " wox". [Translator’s
note: This passuk warns us never to forget Yerushalayim
and employs the term «°52%, which can be interpreted as a

reference to Binyamin or to the right arm.]

The Triple Purim Is 72 Hours Long
Alluding to Chesed

It is with great pleasure that we will now explain the
significance of the three-day Purim celebrated in the holy
city of Yerushalayim. It commemorates the fact that Esther
HaMalkah assembled all of the Jews and instructed them to
fast, perform teshuvah and pray for three consecutive days
before she went boldly before the king with her appeal to bring
down the wicked Haman. Here are the pertinent pesukim
(ibid. 4, 15):

WIS QIRENAIT BT D AR D15 19,907 BR 20w 1noN 1naRnt

DIEN NP AR 03,017 Y 0 AW Inwn YN 17NN TR DY I

WYY 1T 2P INTIN TNTIN MWK AT KY WK TR YR K128 (931,19
JMNER POy T WS Yoo
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Then Esther said to reply to Mordechai, “Go, assemble
all the Jews that are to be found in Shushan, and fast for
me; do not eat or drink for three days, night or day; and I,
with my maids, will also fast. Thus I will come to the king
though it is unlawful; and if I perish, I perish.” Mordechai
then left and did exactly as Esther had commanded him.

In Zera Kodesh (Purim), the esteemed Rabbi of Ropshitz,
zy”a, explains the matter beautifully. The Jews of Shushan
had sinned egregiously by participating in Achashveirosh’s
banquet; hence, they were being held accountable by the midah
of “din” and “gevurah.” In an attempt to avert and mitigate
these judgmental forces, Esther organized a three-day fast.
The number of hours in three days is 72, the numerical value

of 77om; she sought to invoke divine favor.

This was the message she conveyed to Mordechai: X1ax 1231”
monn Yx—thus will I come to the king. In other words, after
you assemble Yisrael to fast and perform teshuvah for three
days—comprised of 72 hours, the numerical value of 1”53, with
the gematria of 1"on—*“I will approach the king.” Of course,
she was referring to the Supreme King, HKB”H, wishing to elicit
“chesed” for Yisrael, even though they had behaved improperly-
-"m1a X9 wK"—neglecting and violating the precepts of the
Torah. This concludes his wonderful explanation.

Now, it is well known that all Berachos and positive
influences accrue to the world from the holy city of
Yerushalayim. This is explained in the Midrash Shochar Tov
related to the passuk (Tehillim 14, 7):

“If only He would grant from Tziyon Yisrael’s salvation!”
Rabbi Levi said: All the Berachos, consolations and
benefits (favor) that HKB”H bestows upon Yisrael come
from Tziyon. The Torah comes from Tziyon, as it says
(Yeshayah 2, 3): “For Torah will come forth from Tziyon.”
Berachah comes from Tziyon, as it says (Tehillim 134, 3):
“Hashem will bless you from Tziyon” . .. Life comes from
Tziyon, as it says (ibid. 133, 3): “For there Hashem has
commanded the berachah; may there be life forever!”

This enlightens us as to why Chazal instituted a three-
phased Purim in the event the 15" of Adar—the date Purim
is celebrated in Yerushalayim—falls on Shabbas. For, on

this holy day, HKB”H bestows abundant good upon the
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entire world. As we have learned, this three-day celebration
commemorates the fact that Esther instructed Mordechai to
assemble the Jews for three days of teshuvah. We pointed
out that there are 72 hours in three days, corresponding to
“chesed.” Thus, she wished to extend divine favor to Yisrael
in that troubled, perilous time. Similarly, this three-day
Purim extends divine favor—“chesed”—from Yerushalayim

to the entire world.

The Three-Day Purim Abolishes the Klipah
of Amalek which Combines the Forces
of the Ox and the Donkey

I would like to present to our royal audience a wonderful
idea concerning the three-day Purim, especially for those who
love Torah based on the methodology of “remez”—allusion.
The Zohar hakadosh (Beshalach 64b) teaches us an intriguing
principle about the klipah of Amalek. In parshas Ki Seitzei, it
is written (Devarim 22, 10): " a1mrtar 21wa wiann Xy"—you
shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together. According
to the Zohar, this teaches us that it is prohibited to combine
the two forces of tumah represented by the ox and the donkey
that prevail among the nations of the world, because their
union gives rise to Amalek, the dog.

The Megaleh Amukos (both in parshas Vayeitzei and in his
sefer on Vaeschanan 71) explains the matter magnificently.
He refers to a passuk related to the “Bris bein HaBesarim”
(Bereishis 15, 10): "1n3 a1 203 198 Y5 X 9 np"—he took
all of these to Him, and he split them in the center. He
explains that HKB”H showed Avraham Avinu that the seventy
nations of the world are split into two distinct groups—
thirty-five (m"%) on the left side of kedushah led by %"xnw—the
guardian angel of Eisav—and, opposite them, thirty-five (n"%)
on the right side of kedushah, led by a”mm—the guardian angel
of Yishmael.

Thus, we have seventy nations, i"9x opposite n"wx. In other
words, we have n"v—thirty-five nations on the right with their
leader, their 's—opposite n"v—thirty-five nations on the left
with their leader, their 'x. In fact, the holy people of Yisrael
stand in the middle, between the two groups of "¥x. This is the
allusion in the passuk cited above: "% %5 nx 17 np»"—he took
the two sets of i"9x, representing the seventy nations and their
two leaders; "11n2 nIR Ana»"—he split them into two halves
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and placed Yisrael between them. This is also alluded to in
the passuk (Tehillim 20, 28): "m*o1o2 181 2572 9R”; the passuk
refers to the two corresponding sets of f"»x representing the
seventy nations; while 71511 12pYx ‘11 nwa umRY refers to us,

Yisrael, located in the middle.

Then, the Megaleh Amukos adds an intriguing insight. This
division of the nations explains why the holy nation of Yisrael’s
day of rest is Shabbas Kodesh. In stark contrast, the Moslems,
the descendants of Yishmael, celebrate their holy day on
Friday, to the right of Shabbas Kodesh; whereas, the holy day
of the Christians, the descendants of Eisav, is Sunday, to the
left of Shabbas Kodesh. Once again, Yisrael occupy the central
position, having been allotted Shabbas Kodesh to sanctify and
cherish. This then is the implication of the passuk (Vayikra 22,
32): "sx=w 212 ina nwtpar’—and I shall be sanctified among
Bnei Yisrael. The passuk specifically employs the term "1nz”,
alluding to the fact that Bnei Yisrael stand in between Eisav
and Yishmael.

Based on this understanding, the Megaleh Amukos
elucidates the message of the Zohar hakadosh concerning the
“lo ta’aseh”: “You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey
together.” Yishmael is the corrupted version of Avraham’s
midah of chesed; he is the chesed of the klipah—the klipah of
the donkey. Hence, he is the leader of the thirty-five nations
on the right side. Eisav, on the other hand, is the corrupted
version of Yitzchak’s midah of gevurah; he is the gevurah of
the klipah—the klipah of the ox. Hence, he is the leader of the

thirty-five nations on the left side.

Therefore, the Torah prohibited us from uniting them: x%”
"9 amanat s wnn. Their union poses a grave danger;
for, they represent the source of all the forces of tumah of the
seventy guardian angels of the nations of the world. This is
consistent with the teaching in the Mishnah (Sanhedrin 71b):
D10 ,851PY ¥a1 1 pa ooprx obpy aNam 1y NI ooyway mrn”
avpy R 1 R naprTe eyl yat inb ya ooyway Dispersal
for the wicked is beneficial to them and beneficial to the
world, but for the tzaddikim, it is detrimental to them
and detrimental to the world. Assembly for the wicked
is detrimental to them and detrimental to the world, but
for the tzaddikim, it is beneficial to them and beneficial to
the world.
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Eisav the Klipah of the Ox United
with Yishmael the Klipah of the Donkey

In this manner, the Megaleh Amukos explains the assertion
of the Zohar hakadosh that the union of the ox and donkey
produces the dog—the klipah of Amalek. He cites that which
is written after Yaakov took the Berachos from Eisav (Bereishis
28, 9): "sxynw na nbra nx np YRynw? YR 1wy 171"—so Eisav went
to Yishmael and took Machalas, the daughter of Yishmael
(as a wife). His explanation is founded on the fact that Yaakov’s
midah is “Tiferes”—it is an amalgamation of Avraham’s midah
of “chesed” and Yitzchak’s midah of “gevurah.”

Hence, when Eisav saw that Yaakov managed to seize the
Berachos from him with the strength of his kedushah, he
concluded that Yaakov’s power of kedushah was superior to
his power of tumah. He reasoned that he only possessed the
gevurah of the klipah, whereas Yaakov’s Tiferes of kedushah
combined both chesed and gevurah. Therefore, to overcome
this disadvantage, he schemed to unite with the klipah of
Yishmael, the klipah of chesed: “So Eisav went to Yishmael
and took Machalat, the daughter of Yishmael (as a wife).”
Thus, he, too, would possess the combined powers of chesed
and gevurah, albeit from the side of the klipah, and would be
able to prevail over Yaakov Avinu.

For this reason, Yaakov sent emissaries to Eisav to inform
him (ibid. 32, 5): "»n=a 12% oy"—I have dwelled with Lavan.
Rashi comments: The gematria of n=x is six hundred and
thirteen (“taryag”). In other words, “I dwelled with Lavan
HaRasha, yet I observed the taryag mitzvos and did not
learn from his evil deeds.” Thus, Yaakov informed Eisav that
the union of the klipos of Yishmael and Eisav—the klipos of
chesed and gevurah—did not frighten him or concern him. In
fact, he went on to say (ibid. 6): "1 =1 *> »1"—insinuating
that he possessed the power to overcome even the union of
the two forces of tumah of the ox and the donkey.

This explains the statement of the Zohar hakadosh cited
above. The union of the forces of tumah of the ox and the
donkey—namely, Eisav and Yishmael, the two leaders of the
seventy nations of the world—produced the powerful klipah
of Amalek, represented by the dog. In other words, the klipah
of the dog, Amalek, encompasses the two klipos of the ox and
the donkey, of Eisav and Yishmael.
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Shvilei Pincles

In the gloss of Rabbi Chaim Vital on the Zohar hakadosh
(Beshalach 654, 1), he adds a fascinating allusion. The union
of the ox and donkey begot Amalek—the dog—because the
middle letter of 2”1 is a “vav,” and the middle letters of 9"1an
are “mem-vav.” The gematria of those three letters (6+40+6)
equals 52, the gematria of 2”95 (dog).

Thus, we learn that the klipah of the 2”95 is generated by the
middle letters of 2"mmn 2", Based on this premise, the Imrei
Noam (Tetzaveh-Zachor 4) writes that this was the intent of
Esther’s tefilah in the psalm “Ayelet HaShachar” (Tehillim 22,
21): nom 255 o1 swaa 3amm e’ —rescue my soul from the
sword, my essence from the grip of the dog. She prayed
to be rescued from the wicked Haman, who was a descendant
of Amalek, the klipah of the dog. [Translator’s note: The first
letters of the words «wpa ann n%>xny spell mm.]

“Yerushalayim is surrounded by mountains”
the Klipos of Eisav and Yishmael

Following this glorious path, we will proceed to elaborate
on the triple Purim celebrated in the holy city of Yerushalayim.
We learned from the Megaleh Amukos that the kedushah of the
Shabbas, the rest day of the holy people of Yisrael, annuls the
two klipos surrounding it—the kipah of Yishmael on its right,
Friday, its rest day, and the Kklipah of Eisav on its left, Sunday;,
its rest day. Seen from this perspective, Shabbas represents an
iron curtain separating those two klipos and preventing their
dangerous, harmful union. Thus, Shabbas kodesh protects
Yisrael from that union. This is precisely the message of the
Mishnah cited above: “Dispersal for the wicked is beneficial
to them and beneficial to the world.”

In this light, we can finally appreciate the significance of
the triple Purim in Yerushalayim. Let us refer to the passuk
(ibid. 125, 2): "ab1y 1y1 tnyn myY 2°av ‘1 9 2020 A0 RYWIY —
Yerushalayim, mountains envelop her, and Hashem
The
Megaleh Amukos explains (Second Edition, Vayeishev): The

envelops His people, from this time and forever.

mountains surrounding Yerushalayim are Eisav and Yishmael.
They desire a portion of the kedushah; however, Hashem and
his heavenly court surround and envelop Yerushalayim for His
people. As aresult, the forces of evil and impurity (referred to
as the “Other Side”—the Sitra Achra) have no part of her.
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As pointed out at the beginning of this essay, this three-
phased format of Purim is only practiced in Yerushalayim
when the 15™ of Adar falls on Shabbas Kodesh. Now, we have
learned that since Haman was a descendant of Amalek, he was
a representative of the klipah of the dog, which is produced
by the union of the ox and the donkey—Eisav and Yishmael.
Therefore, it is necessary to abolish these three klipos via
the kedushah of Shabbas that separates Friday—Yishmael’s
holy day—from Sunday—the holy day of the Christians, the

descendants of Eisav.

Therefore, our sagesinstituted the triple Purimin settlements
surrounded by a wall dating back to the times of Yehoshua bin
Nun in honor of Yerushalayim, which was surrounded by a wall
back then. For, it is specifically in Yerushalayim—of whom it is
said: “Mountains envelop her,” referring to the klipos of Eisav
and Yishmael, who begot the dog, Amalek—that it is imperative
to annul their holy days, Friday and Sunday, with the three days
of Purim. This triple format of kedushah elevates all three days
with kedushah and effectively abolishes the claims and powers

of Eisav and Yishmael.

Shvilei Pinclhes

It is with great pleasure that we can now address the
statement in the Gemara (Shabbas 88a) that in the times
of Achashveirosh, Yisrael accepted the Torah willingly and
lovingly due to the miracle of Purim. For, we have learned
in the Gemara (A.Z. 5b): by 1mxy oTR Dows o1y 1HN 937 N
"IRwRY 1ns1 Y1y 11ws in 1at—a Tanna of the academy
of Eliyahu taught in a Baraisa: A person should always
apply himself to the words of Torah like an ox to a yoke
and like a donkey to a burden. This teaches us that in the
merit of studying Torah like an ox with a yoke and a donkey
with a burden from the realm of kedushabh, it is possible to
subdue the union of Eisav and Yishmael, the ox and donkey
from the realm of the klipah. Therefore, when Yisrael merited
subduing the klipah of Haman, the descendant of Amalek,
who was born from the union of the ox and the donkey—the
klipos of Eisav and Yishmael—Yisrael fulfilled and accepted
with “ahavah” the commitment to study Torah like an ox with
a yoke and a donkey with a burden. In this merit, may we
be privileged to realize the complete geulah, swiftly, in our

times! Amen.

\!f

Our thanks and blessings are given to those who donated for the publication
of our weekly dvar Torah for the merit of DN %53 13°mN

Family Madeb - nnwi »19pY
their dear mother
Lea bat Virgini n"y

Arthur & Randi Luxenberg niot
of their wonderfull parents, children and grandchildren

n”p BAax 112 AT’ pnx " His Father nnwa 1YY

To receive the mamarim by email: mamarim@shvileipinchas.com

o L e — |
ek Y P
SN S idlia

= o = () T ] e ey e =
N @ NN eV e )

e
e I

e =N 6 ST =R

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NI NNIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NNYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYYW ANIDI NIDTY
NP'IN NN [2 IN'VY INNDIENPAY NIY 2 DTING DNNAN

Purim 5781 | 6

OO

N A
Wes/ENe



To sponsor or dedicate
this publication, please
call the Areivim office:

845-371-2760 or email
info@areivim.com

845-371-2760 | INFO@AREIVIM.COM |

reivim
LIFELONG SUCCESS

P.O. BOX 166 HILLBURN, NY 10931

EMERGENCY HOTLINE
Dial: 845-371-2760

or Text: 914-490-8129
and type the word
“EMERGENCY”’

| WWW.AREIVIM.COM

To subscribe to the Weekly Email, please email info@areivim.com
and enter "Subscribe” into the subject line.

Please go to www.TorahAnytime.com to listen to Rabbi Shmuel
Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

will lead us towards the same conclusion. Both of them

describe the type of person that goes to Gehinnom.
The first one asks, Mi Yorad L'shom, who goes to Gehinnom?
Omar Rav Chomo, Mi She'eino Rogil La’asos Talmudo S'dorim
S’'dorim, Ubo’eit. Those who don’t learn Torah in a methodical
manner.As a result, they reject what seems to be a haphazard,
unstructured, and therefore illogical lifestyle.

I would like to share two Midrashim from this Parsha which

The second Medrash describes Gehinnom as being an Eretz
Eifoso a land of flying, of wings. Why? Sheharesha'im Porchim
K’off.The Resha'im fly like birds.VWhat's the analogy? Resha'im,
in this world, aren’t settled and they run from one pleasure
to another. Their punishment is Mido K’neged Mido. Since
they chose to live a life running all over the place, they must
now, not by choice, experience the same ungroundedness in
Gehinnom.

Combined, these two Midrashim warn people of the risk, in

both worlds, of not being focused, methodical,and accountable
to logical thought.| am always surprised when | speak to young,
successful businessmen. They only have two drivers in their
home but they still have three cars.They may decide to leave
to a foreign country the night before they actually leave. Those
without money make the same rash decisions in many areas
of their lives, whether to invite themselves and their families
to someone else's house for Shabbos when it’s already Friday
morning or to switch their children’s schools on a whim.

They have no structure in this world and they may be unaware
how much of the chaos is self-inflicted.While readers may not
think this applies to them, it possibly still does, even if only in
small degrees. How many people learn a Sefer cover to cover?
How many people wake up in the morning and already know
their schedule, challenges, and possible solutions? The degree
of structure in a person's life, as the Medrash describes, is one
of the many factors that will decide whether the person is a
Ben Olam Habo.

How Purim Continues to Guide Our Lives

Shmuel Bais. During Dovid Hamelech's reign, there was a

famine for three years in Eretz Yisrael. After three years,
Dovid asked Hashem the cause, and he was told that it was
due to |) Shaul Hamelech’s treatment of the Giv'onim and
2) because Shaul Hamelech wasn’t properly eulogized. During
each of the first three years, he scrutinized his nation to see
if it was caused by Avoda Zarah and other serious sins. Why
didn’t he just ask Hashem right away?

I recently saw a Medrash that described an incident in Sefer

Dovid Hamelech understood that what was to him confusion
wasn’t something to complain about or circumvent. It
was a part of the process and an important part of the
solution. He wasn’t “allowed” to ask the Urim V’tumim until
he first exhausted all available options. Ultimately, the cause
was something that took place 35 years before, something
Dovid Hamelech wasn’t expected to consider.

Purim is the first national incident that took place in the post-
Navi period of KlalYisrael’s history. Purim was a trial run to
see how KlalYisrael reacts when we don’t understand
what is happening. Even when we think we know what the

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

cause is, it isn’t more than our conclusion, not something we
know with the kind of certainty that prophecy brings. That
makes Purim one of the most relevant of our Yomim Tovim.
Today, we must constantly figure out what to do when we don’t
have all the facts, certainly not enough facts to avoid debate by
multiple people with multiple explanations.

Readers may feel that the thoughts of this article are less about
Purim and are more a smattering of life skills.That is true.That’s
because Every Yom Tov’s message isn’t limited to the Yom Tov.
Are the concepts of Emunah and Mesorah limited to Pesach?
Is living a minimalist life limited to the eight days of Sukkos?
Every Yom Tov lesson is a lesson for each day of our life. Many
people compartmentalize life lessons to the few days
of the Yom Tov itself if the message inconveniences
them and restricts their lifestyle.

KlalYisrael has always relied on fact and a part of fact is detail.
We have always understood that there’s a difference between
minutes and ounces when performing Mitzvohs and asking
Shailos. Halacha isn’t based on assumptions or estimates.
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Although people may be less aware, the leadership given to
us by our Gedolim and the individual advice they and other
Rabbonim give, is also based on facts, and isn’t based on what
feels right at that moment.

Since most people are not as learned in Halacha or in the
Hashkafic parts of Torah which offer the guidelines for effective
leadership and advice, some see the Chacham’s opinion as
his opinion and nothing more than an educated guess. Once
we don’t appreciate that their words are extracted from the
Torah in a measurable manner and are indeed fact, we feel that
we too can offer a theory. Once that happens, opinions
increase, factions emerge, Sholom decreases, and our
ability to respond positively to the Nisayon given to us
by Hashem becomes less certain.

Because we realize that Chochma is more akin to a science
than an art, Klal Yisroel has always respected that our
Chachomim's advice is the result of knowledge. Their advice
isn’t the product of their free expression.

In recent years, and excuse my foray
into politics, regardless of what one
thinks of Mr. Trump, he has certainly,
even within our community, made it
acceptable to voice convenient theories,
unsubstantiated facts, and biased views,
and expect them to be an equal to true
fact. Any opinion which has been voiced
is as valid as anyone else’s opinion.

Respect for institutions, even ones
that the person has belonged to his
entire life, has decreased as people are
much quicker to reject views that are inconsistent with their
interests. Arrogance has increased and hierarchy has become
a “dirty” word. People don’t believe that they are challenged
with confusion because, “| know what really happened even
though everyone says differently”.

| would like to offer advice to the community (not to our
leaders) on how we should react to global, national, communal,
and individual challenges. These lessons can all be found in the
story and Midrashim of Purim.

I) We have to accept that we won’t have clarity in our lives,
both personal and communal.We may never understand why
someone becomes ill, we have a difficult child, or why we can’t
make Parnassa. The confusion is a part of the Nisayon we all
face. Instead of it making us angry, we should see it as a part
of our challenge and work on how to live life “even though |
don’t understand why these things are happening”.

That doesn’t mean we can't work towards making our lives
better. It does mean that a lack of clarity is okay and we
shouldn’t insist on understanding everything, especially if our
understanding will be a theory that fits into our view of life

"Purim was A trial run
to see how Kial Yisrael
reacts when we don't
understand what is

hﬂv}ayening. "

and conveniently places blame on others.

2) There is nothing wrong with confusion. Let our Gedolim
decide the next steps.While in today's times different leaders
have different approaches, people must choose one Rav and
follow him. (Choosing a Rav can be a challenge. Please call if
you want to discuss this.)

It is arrogant to believe that we can be a Maiven in every
area of our life.Ve go to doctors, lawyers and accountants. |
know several people, housewives and minimum wage people,
who are certain that they know better than professionals.
Nevertheless, most of us know that it’s foolish not to ask a
professional and to embrace their advice in totality.Yet, those
same people see Torah as an art, not a science, and think they
too can insert their views despite not having decades of study
and experience in this area.

Klal Yisrael let Mordechai lead even though it seemed that
antagonizing Haman only made things worse. In addition, they
had no idea of his plan, using Esther.
The result was nothing anyone could
have expected. Yet Mordechai simply
followed the rules as taught by the Torah
to know when to act with humility and
when to act with strength.

3) Often, the confusion is because, in
many cases, the “pieces” of this puzzle
are spread out over decades, as was the
case in Purim and the hunger in Dovid
Hamelech’s time. You are not expected
to figure it out. Planning without
knowing all the pieces can only increase
the problem.

4) We should be open to the idea that the problem and
solution may be completely the opposite of what we thought
it was. Mordechai was the solution not the problem. Eating
from the Seudah many years before was the problem, not the
solution. Since we can be “so wrong”, it’s best to leave it to
our Chachamim.

5) Whatever the problem is, the solution will always require
our continuing and increasing the fulfillment of the basic
Mitzvohs such asTorah,Tefilla,and all the Bain Odom L'chaveiro
Mitzvohs. Looking for specific causes doesn’t remove the
responsibility to become an overall better person.

We will, until Moshiach comes, live with confusion. We will
always have to hope that Hashem will continue to guide us.
We will always have to continue to improve, day by day, in
the most basic of our responsibilities. Finally, we will always
have to ask our Chachamim who have been studying the area
of Klal Yisrael and the challenges Hashem places before us.
Everything else is either unnecessary or worse, a diversion,
which will only increase the challenges we face.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT'L

PURIM

Parshas Zachor - 5764

Good Shabbos,

This is being written on a fast day, called the Fast of Esther.
The fast was instituted by our Sages to convey some sense of
the absolutely horrible situation that existed at the time the
Purim story unfolded - a decree to kill all the Jews in the world,
issued by the king over the entire world at that time.

Thank G-d, and due to G-d, everything gets overturned, so we
celebrate, on Purim, this coming evening after Shabbos and
the next day, with costumes, masks, drinking - losing our
senses until the difference between Blessed is Mordechai and
Cursed is Haman - both value 502 - is indistinguishable - giving
gifts, and intense prayer.

The expression "all the Jews" in Hebrew is Es Cal Hayedim.
The value of that expession, with the letters, is 542, which
equals, with the collel, the value of the word Yisrael!

Purim involves a fast, and then a festive meal, as opposed to

Yom HaKippurim (which could be translated as meaning ...the
Day like Purim) where we we fast, and then we eat a meal. In

many ways, it is higher than Yom Hakippurim.

There are some AMAZING, AMAZING aspects to Purim. And
Lots (Pun Intended, since Purim means lotteries used by
Haman to ascertain the best astrological day to destroy us!) of
pieces to connect up Purim with Parshas Tezave and Pesach
and Remembering Amalek and Moshe. You may want to print
this for use at your Purim seudah! In fact, Haman (95) is the
value of Mazal Tov, since he was offset by what appears to be
good luck to Jews, and hence, the plural form of PurlM, since,
our sages tell us, nothing is what it appears to be - since there
is another lot that comes along with each apparent single
action!

Consider:

King Achashvereus - and Queen Esther - ruled over 127
Provinces. Sarah, Avraham's wife, died at 127. The value of
the words Chayei Sarah, the life of Sarah, plus 127, equals the
value of .....ESTHER! Our sages say that Esther merited the
position to save the Jews in the merit of Sarah.

There are 166 passuchim in the Megillas Esther, which literally
means revelation of hiddenness. There are exactly 166 words
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in the two sections of the Torah describing what Amalek did in
attacking the Jews after we left Mitzrayim!

We read, this Shabbos, one of those two sections dealing with
Amalek. The Torah tells us to remember, and to not forget - -
Quite an admonition.

The word to remember is Zachor. That is why this Shabbos is
called Parshas Zachor.

Our sages tell us that we must review something 101 times to
really remember it. 101 happens to be the difference in value
between the word zachor - 227 and forgetting ( shachach) -
328.

There is something else fascinating about this number,
signifying remembering, and its connection to Purim and this
week's parsha.

Tezave - mainly about the dress of the cohanim, following last
week's structural parsha relating to the Mishkan - is the only
parsha in the Torah after Sefer Bereishis which does not
mention Moshe's name directly. Yet, says the Baal Haturim,
Moshe is alluded to in the numbers of sentences in the parsha
- which, you might have guessed, is 101. How?

The value of the inside letters when Mem Shin and Heh -
Moshe's letters - are spelled out, equals ...101!

The value of Esther is 661. She represents the overturning of
the 166 words empowering Amalek. The entire Megilla, in fact,
represents the overturning of Amalek's attempts - through his
ancestor Haman - to destroy us, with Hashem, who is not
mentioned in the entire Megillah, guiding thousands of details
which culminated in Haman's demise.

Haman has a Heh, which is the fifth letter of the Aleph - Bet, a
Mem, which is the 13th letter, and a Nun, which is the 14th
letter. This makes the "positional Gematria" equal to 32, which
is the value of the word Lav, heart. He tried to block the heart
of Yisrael. Yet it is with one heart that our sages tell us we
received the Torah - With each man, with one heart,the
expression goes!

How does the Megillah touch our hearts?

OO



We read the Megillah twice. Two times the 166 passuchim in
the Megillah equals 332, the value of the first letters in the
sentence, Shema Yisrael, Hashem Elokeinu, Hashem Echad!

That statement, the essence of Judaism, tells us that we
should listen, and know that, amidst the cover of nature
represented by Elokim - which has the value of the word for
nature, Hateva - Hashem, the name meaning existence - Haya
(He was), Hove ( He is ) and Yeyeh ( He will Be) - is the One
force behind all the other forces that we experience. The
megillah is the ultimate narrative of this basic Tenet of
Judaism.

The word Shelav, FROM THE HEART, which Haman tried to
block, has the value...332! Our hearts become greater vessels
of appreciation from the reading, TWICE, of the megillah.

Haman descends from Amalek. Amalek represents doubt,
Safek, which, like the word Amalek, equals 240.

The doubt, the Safek, is turned on Purim to Sameach, to
Simcha. Both words are pronounced the same way. Safek and
Sameach. Simcha is softer.

The value of Haman (95) plus Amalek (240) equals, with the
collel, 336, the value of ....PURIM!

Purim, in positional gematria, equals..17(Peh) plus 6(Vav) plus
20( Reish) plus 10(Yud) plus 13(Mem), which equals 66.

Our sages tell us that Purim will be celebrated after Meshiach
comes. It will always be celebrated.

We see that from the positional gematria 66 of Purim, which
equals the value of the expression described above,..... Haya,
Hove, Yeyeh!

We do not recite Hallel, which means unfettered praises, and is
a special section of King David's Tehillim on Purim. The
miracle was hidden, so the thanks must be hidden, says Rav
Hutner, of Blessed Memory.

Yet we see that the Purim, in positional value - 66 - in fact,
equals the value of ...Hallel, with the collel! Purim , and its
subsequent resulting acceptance of the Torah by the Jews
around the world over 2000 years ago - How we have fallen -
represents the full expression oh Hallel

This hiddenness is further supported by the value of word

hidden - Sassor, or Steara ( Samech, Tav, Reish) - which
equals 660, or 10 times 66! The name Esther, is, actually,
Aleph Sasar, the Aleph - Hashem - Is hidden.

The word Samech Tav Reish has three meanings, according to
Rabbi Ephraim Wachsman. Hidden, contradiction, and taking
apart.

They all are different aspects of the same action - gaining
clarity through creating order. In order to create order (Pun
intended), one needs to take apart, and contradict, before
order, or Seder, is established.

As we saw in the pronouncing interplay between safek and
sameach, the word seder, the essence of the Pesach holiday ,
is pronounced exactly like Steara, but seder is softer. This
makes sense since it comes out of steara, of confusion and
contradiction. The softer words come from the harder version.
Rachamin comes from the Din!

RAMAPQOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NI NIIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NMYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYY ANIDT NIDTY
PN NIN 2 IN'YYINNNNAENPAY DY 2 DTN DNNAR

Our sages point out in the Talmud that Esther, Haman, and
Mordechai are all alluded to in Sefer Bereishis. What is truly
fascinating is that Haman's allusion - VHamin HaAtz - Did you
eat from the Tree - has the value of Atz Hachaim, the tree of
life, AND the value of .....AMALEK!

The Megillah starts with a sentence that begins with a Vav and
ends with a Heh! Those are the letters that Amalek attempts to
wipe out from Hashem's name, representing this world - the
Heh - and the connection to the world to come - represented
by the Vav.

The Megillah ends with a sentence that, you might guess,
alludes to Hashem, whoses value is 26. That last sentence, in
the 166th passuk, begins with the word Ki -and the letter Caf,
which has a value of 20 - and ends with word Zaro, offspring -
and the letter Vav, with a value of 6! There is a further allusion
to Hashem!

One of our sages points out that the first and last words of the
Megillah add up in value to 314, Mordechai Hayehudi,
Mordechai the Jew! 314 is also the name Shakei, Hashem's
name standing for limited revealtion.

This is all just the tip of the iceberg. Amalek , the Torah tells
us, tried to cool us off. Korcha Baderech. the word Korcha is
also mikra, which means chance. He tries to make us see all
life as a lottery, which no ultimate meaning.

As | have written before, the difference in value between
Yisrael and Amalek is 301, the value of the word AISH, fire. If
we do not keep a fire going as to our heritage, and to our not
being natural creatures, than Amalek is gaining on us.

A Final thought - FOR NOW .

In both the Megillah, and in the Pesach story, Haman and the
Eyptians missed Moshe's birth. Haman chose the 7th of Adar
because it was the day Moshe died. He did not know that he
was also born that day, says the Meor Anyim, in all of us. In
Egypt, Moshe was born at the start of his mother's seventh
month of pregnancy. The Egyptians were looking to kill all the
first born males - which is why their first born all died on the
night before we left Egypt. Their calculations were off, just like
the calculations at the time of Purim for the seventy year period
between the destruction of the First Temple and the rebuilding
of the Second which was the basis for the SIX MONTH feast
mandated by Achasvereus. Imagine - Purim came from our
participation in a feast celebrating our demise and the apparent
demise of our Hashem in terms of fulfilling a prophecy about
rebuilding within 70 years!

And look who is still standing, years after the discovery of
Achasvereus' palace in Persia with exact correspondence to
the descriptions in the Megillah!

The Eqyptians missed Moshe, and the rest, as they say, is still
being written by his offspring, all of us, in Purim, the end of the
period of Revelation and Prophecy, and in Pesach. It is not, as
Amalek says to us today, mikra, chance. Haya, Hove, Yiyeh!
Freilech Purim!

David
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TIME TO DECORATE YOUR HORSE

(This article is taken from Purim 2018)

In the parsha we find the vessel of the Kiyor from which the Kohanim would wash their hands and feet before performing the
avodah. Rashi explains that the Kiyor, the copper laver, was constructed form the donations of mirrors that the women in
Mitzrayim used to adorn themselves in order to arouse their husband’s affection towards them for procreation. The men were
physically emotionally and psychologically weary and Klal Yisrael would not have emerged as a nation without the mirrors of
the woman. Moshe initially was reluctant their contribution since mirrors reflected the evil inclination of pandering their
vanity. Hashem said to Moshe that these are more desirable to me than any other donation for the building of the Mishakan.
The woman transformed the mundane and even the yetzer harah into a spiritual edifice of glory to Hashem. The Mishkan
reflected such a concept as it was constructed from D'wapwhich the letters also spell “pwfalsehood, and D'VW 'xywhich
alludes to nivwimmorality. The Mikdash which is a place of dwelling for Hashem’s Shechinah, even falsehood and vanity of
evil inclination can be transformed and elevated.

The Ari Hakadosh said that the name D"19' ni'could be read D™M19) DI'a day similar to Purim. By reading it this way it is
conveying that Yom Kippur is only similar to the day of Purim suggesting that Purim is on a higher level. How should we
understand such a revolutionary thought. After all Yom Kippur is a day of fasting and teshuvah starting from the night before
in contrast to Purim which is a day of drinking joyfulness celebration eating etc? Maybe it is time that we finally take a deeper
look into Purim otherwise we might be missing out on one of the deepest holidays that Hashem has given to us.

Just look at the staring contrast. On Erev Yom Kippur we eat the entire day in order to fast the next day. On Erev Purim, the
day of Taanis Esther we fast in order to make the following day a celebration. On Yom Kippur the fast is the goal while on
Purim to celebrate which is the goal. Once a year on Yom Kippur, the Kohen Gadol enters the Holy of Holies. On Purim the
Holy of Holies enters the Kohen Gadol.

In order for these contrasts to impact a full insight let us hear two stories from the Tzemach Tzedek which both share a similar
lesson. A chossid once asked the Tzemach Tzedek what is the true meaning of a chossid? The Rebbe told the chossid a story
through which he would understand the level of a chossid. A group of Chassidim were travelling to the Rebbe when the horse
which was pulling their wagon transporting them suddenly died. The driver volunteered to leave and attempt to get another
horse to bring them to their destination. Meanwhile the Chassidim were spending time together talking different matters until
one Chossid out of boredom posed a very peculiar query concerning the horse that died. Was it a chossid or a Litvak? As
insane that the question was, it woke up everyone to a lively spirited interest. One chossid concluded that the horse must
have been a Litvak because it died so we should never reach the Rebbe. Another Chossid said that he must have been a
Chossid for sure. This that he died on us was because he didn’t want to remain a “ferd” a horse. The Tzemach Tzedek said to
his inquiring Chossid that is the true meaning of a Chossid one who elevates his nefesh habehamis (animal; soul) to serve
Hashem.

A second story is about a discussion between the Tzemach Tzedek and his chassidim on what did the Chassidish Movement
achieve. One chossid answered that before Chassidus everyone knew that a dog (nefesh habehamis) had to keep his mouth
closed in order not to bite. Once the light of Chassidus came into the world, it was revealed that one can knock out the dog’s
teeth. The Tzemach Tzedek said that this is not true at all. After the spread of the Chassidic teachings, then that dog turned
into a Man.
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One way to deal with the yetzer harah is to control it, X'9>N'Xtrain in, hold the reins, and suppress its cravings. The higher
level is Xo9nN'Kto elevate it and transform it to work to achieve the will of Hashem fulfilling the passuk 722% 72awith both
of the yetzers, good and bad. Yom Kippur is a day when we suppress the animal soul, we fast and afflict ourselves, sort of
starving the animal within, restraining it from acting up. The spiritual light of Purim is so enormous that even the animal soul is
working together XIn J19N11with the neshama to cleave to Hashem. The Yom Tov of Purim is a day of everything is turned
around for the good which includes our enemy the yetzer harah.

On Shavuous we received the Torah but with coercion from Hashem by placing the mountain upon our heads and giving us an
ultimatum. On Purim we received that same Torah but this time out of love without the power of force and manipulation. On
this day, even our animal soul thirsts and craves for spiritual fulfillment through the word of Hashem. On Purim the Holy of
Holies enters the Kohen Gadol, the horse stops being a horse and becomes an DTXserving Hashem.

Chazal say concerning the Avos that they ran before Hashem like horses in the swamps (Sanhedrin 96a). Even after attaining
such spiritual heights they still ran before Hashem like horses in the swamps where the horse could not slow down otherwise
it would sink. Chazal do not describe the Avos as horses merely as a metaphor, but rather in the real 'nolo>sense of the word.
This is how the Vilna Gaon explains the passuk (Shir Hashirim

Like the horses pulling the chariots of Pharaoh, so too | 'n'v1 7'n'T |3 nY19 fad12compared you Yisrael. The Gaon explains
that Just like the horses of the chariots of Pharaoh are decorated with various ornaments, so too Yisrael who are My horses
pulling My chariot, are decorated by Me.

The Torah warns the king not to acquire too many horses to serve and glorify himself. The Torah wants that one should stop
living like a horse glorifying his animal soul, but rather become a living horse for the chariot of Hashem and glorify Him
instead. The story of Purim, when describing the downfall of Haman, begins to unfold with the episode with the horse of the
king. Haman relates to the king that the most honorable person to the king should ride on the king’s horse and be led
throughout the streets of the kingdom. Haman was only interested to feed the selfish horse within himself. (Esther 6,8) As his
downfall occurs 7710 1'7w 12 201 WWK olothe horse upon which the king rode upon should be given to Mordechai. Now that
it was presented to Mordechai the passuk has a totally different interpretation. Our Chazal tell us that whenever it mentions
the word melech in the Megillah without a name it refers to Hashem the King of Kings. We can now interpret the passuk that
Mordechai was a Yid who was the ultimate horse for the chariot of Hashem in that generation. He is described as “the horse
upon which the King (Hashem) rode upon”.

Mordechai possesses the avodah to transform the yetzer harah into tov. Mordechai is alluded to in the incense of 1N TN
which according to some meforshim its origin came 719n11.from the blood of a non kosher animal and yet was part of the
incense sacrifice Elevate and transform! It is very interesting that the number of 167 is the theme of . XInPurim and fighting
Amalek. There are 167 pessukim in the Megillah, 167 words in the parsha Beshalach which deals with the attack of Amalek
and 167 words in the parsha of Zachor. The word 19nilis also 167. Purim is the lofty level gifted to the Yid to experience
q1oniof transforming the human body into the horse that pulls the chariot of the King of Kings. It is the Holy of Holies comes
to every Yid on Purim. One can achieve on Purim enormous yeshuos not only through reciting Tehillim but also from dancing,
singing, and drinking as well, so long as we are not just “horsing around” but hooking yourself up to the chariot of Hashem.
Then Hashem will decorate us with His kingly garments and we will ride through the Reshus Harabim, the world of earthliness
and materialism, and everything will be glorified through us as they join us to serve the King of Kings.
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Now you shall command Bnei Yisrael. (27:20)

Not Moshe, just, V'atah, “Now you.” Indeed, the Torah
does not mention Moshe Rabbeinu’s name in this parsha. This is by
design, because, in his defence of Klal Yisrael, following the sin of
the Golden Calf, Moshe pleaded that they be forgiven. If not —
m’cheini na mi’Sifrecha asher Kasavta, “Erase me from Your Book
that You have written” (Shemos 32:32). When a tzaddik issues forth
a declaration it is not ignored. Thus, one parsha, the one which
usually is read around the seventh of Adar, which is Moshe’s
yahrzeit, is missing his name. From the time that the Torah records
Moshe’s entering the scene in Sefer Shemos, until the end of the
Torah — this is the only parsha that is missing his name. He sacrificed
his name in this parsha out of his abiding love for Klal Yisrael.

Hashem turned to Moshe and said, “V’atah Tetzaveh; Now
you shall command.” As a result of Moshe’s request to have his
name withheld from the Torah — as a result of his extreme devotion
to his nation, Hashem said, “You” be the one to issue the command.
No name, but “you,” because Hashem always acknowledges and
rewards sacrifice.

Mesiras nefesh, sacrifice, for Klal Yisrael is not uncommon.
Jews from all walks of life have sacrificed themselves for Hashem, for
Judaism, and for Klal Yisrael. What is more difficult to come by is to
live a life of sacrifice. Kiddush ha’chayim, sanctifying life, is the form
of sacrifice that seems to be more demanding. We are prepared to
fight to the death to sanctify Hashem’s Name. Are we likewise
prepared to live a life of commitment and devotion, regardless of
what Hashem asks of us?

The Chafetz Chaim, zI, was once traveling by train together
with the Imrei Emes, zl, of Gur. Word spread that these two Torah
giants were traveling together. As a result, Jews gathered at every
stop to gaze at these holy men and receive their blessing — even if it
was through a railcar window. At every stop, the Gerrer Rebbe went
to the window and blessed those who had congregated at the
station. The Chafetz Chaim demurred, claiming that this world is
only a vestibule before the next world. The honour and acclaim one
receives in this world diminishes the reward that he would
otherwise receive in Olam Habba, The World-to-Come. “Why should
| benefit from imaginary kavod, esteem?” he asked.

The Imrei Emes replied, “For Klal Yisrael (to give a Jew
satisfaction), | have long ago been mevateir, conceded, my Olam
Ha’zeh (This World) and my Olam Habba (World-to-Come). The
Chafetz Chaim went to the window at the next stop.

One need not be a Torah giant to express his love for and
commitment to Hashem via self-sacrifice. The following story
demonstrates that even an ordinary Jew, who was not raised in a
strong Torah-oriented background, who did not descend from an
illustrious pedigree, gave up his life to proclaim commitment to
Hashem. After all, a life in which we must renege our conviction is
not a life worth living.

For many years, Jewish boys in Russia (from the young age
of six years old) were subject to the evil decree of the Cantonists.
Boys were taken captive and forced to serve in the Russian Army for
up to twenty-five years, during which time they were physically and

emotionally abused and subject to anti-religious laws in which Torah,
Kosher and Shabbos were strictly prohibited. The Tzemach Tzedek
would often visit these brave soldiers to encourage and offer them
emotional and spiritual support. He would reiterate to them, “A
person should give up his life, rather than renege on his Yiddishkeit.
Even if the Czar himself instructs you to turn your back on your
religion, you should sacrifice your life, rather than listen to him!” (In
most cases, this was wishful thinking, since these men had been
snatched as children, and, as a result, had little to no Jewish
upbringing which would inculcate them with strong Jewish
conviction and commitment.)

Among the soldiers listening to the Rebbe was a sailor
named Shimon Levin — a Cantonist who had been held captive for
most of his life. He was an excellent soldier who enjoyed being in the
Russian Navy. His friends were impressed by his bravery and
ensuingly dubbed him Semion Bodri — Shimon the Brave.

Shimon received a high commission as a Naval officer,
stationed at a base near the Black Sea. One day, his base was
informed of important news. The Czar was vacationing nearby and
planned on touring the base! As the most powerful person in the
country, the Czar injected a sense of fear and awe in every soldier. In
his honour, the base was cleaned to a fault. Mistakes were not
tolerated in the Russian Army. As part of their welcoming
performance, one of the officers would perform an act of extreme
bravery in honour of their esteemed guest. Shimon Levin was
selected to perform the act of bravery.

As everyone watched with bated breath, Shimon stood at
the bottom of the tallest ship mast on the sea. He climbed up the
mast without stopping, and, when he reached the very top, he dove
into the sea! He immediately swam back to the boat, climbed up and
saluted the Czar.

The Czar was enraptured. He was thrilled. “Semion Bodri, |
want to reward you at a celebration tomorrow!” the Czar declared.
The next day, with many officers and important guests in
attendance, the Czar announced, “Semion Bodri! Due to the bravery
you demonstrated yesterday, | am promoting you and elevating your
rank to admiral in the Russian Navy!”

“But | am Jewish and, according to Russian law, | cannot
hold a position higher than an officer.”

The Czar was surprised and embarrassed, “So, you will
change your religion and become an admiral — now!”

Shimon immediately replied, “I must first carry out the
same act of bravery that | did yesterday.

Shimon ran up the ship’s tall mast and climbed to the top.
Shouting so that everyone could hear, he declared: “Your majesty,
for twelve years | have served in the Russian Navy, and | love my job.
However, more important than all this, | am a Jew! | have always
observed Shabbos and kept kosher during these twelve years. | will
never stop being a Jew. | will never leave Hashem. Shema Yisrael
Hashem Elokeinu Hashem Echad!”

Shimon took one last dive into the sea — only this time he
did not emerge from the water. He had publicly given up his life Al
Kiddush Hashem, to sanctify Hashem’s Name. This way, the Czar
could not force him to renege his Yiddishkeit. Shimon’s greatest act
of bravery was performed in death. May his name be a blessing.

Hebrew Academy of Cleveland
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Now you, bring near to yourself Aharon, your brother. (28:1)

Horav Naftali, zI, m’Ropshitz, interprets the pasuk
instructing Moshe Rabbeinu to bring Aharon HaKohen closer as an
admonishment to our quintessential leader to take a lesson from
Aharon’s approach to relationships with people. Moshe was prone
to isolating himself from people. He never knew when Hashem
would call on him; thus, he was always prepared. His tent was
outside the camp. While he was always available when someone
called, he was not as accessible as Aharon HaKohen, who was known
for his outreach in loving and pursuing peace. As the great
conciliator, he was always in the “trenches” with people. Hashem
intimated to Moshe: A leader must spend time with his
congregation, know what ails them and what they are missing. He
must love them, be sensitive, and approachable.

At first glance, this exposition does not seem consistent
with the Moshe to whom we were introduced in Parashas Shemos.
As a young “prince” raised by Pharaoh’s daughter, he could have led
a refined life of privilege without a care in the world. Yet, he went
out and was nosei b’ol im chaveiro, carried the yoke with his friend.
He joined his brothers who were being persecuted by the Egyptian
taskmasters. It seems to me that Moshe’s behaviour was far from
that of an isolationist. One who is reclusive does not leave the
comfort of his palace to break his back among his brethren.

A distinction exists, however, between mesiras nefesh, self-
sacrifice for a fellow, and friendship. Many of us are willing to run
out and help the fellow in need — regardless of the demand it will
place on our time, money and even health. How many are prepared
to “sacrifice” our time and even spiritual advancement to befriend
someone who could use a friend, who requires guidance, comfort,
or emotional assistance? How many of us are willing to spend time
with those Jews — both male and female — who are alone — single
fathers, mothers, children, some of whom do not fit into the
“mould.” This is what is meant by friendship. When one is isolated,
he is unaware.

A young rav once told the Divrei Chaim that he was
unaware of the economic and emotional issues plaguing a certain
family. The Rebbe told him that he had no business being a rav. A rav
who isolates himself from the community should select another
profession.
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You should take the two Shoham stones and engrave on them the
names of Bnei Yisrael. (28:9)

Chazal (Sotah 36b) teach that when Yosef HaTzaddik
almost fell prey to the blandishments of Potifar’s wife, an image of
Yaakov Avinu, his father, appeared before him and said, “Yosef, your
brothers’ names will eventually be engraved upon the stones of the
Ephod, and your name (as of now) is destined to be included among
them. Do you want your name to be omitted (if you sin)?” When
Yosef heard this, he immediately withdrew. Potifar’s wife was not
going to cause him to be deprived of his spiritual destiny.

So much for Yosef. What about Reuven and Yehudah? It is
not as if they were not involved in an activity that reflected a degree
of lapse in morality (relative to their elevated spiritual plateau); yet,
their names were not omitted from the stones. Veritably, this is
because of their teshuvah, repentance. Does this mean that had
Yosef sinned and subsequently repented, his teshuvah would have
been deemed unacceptable — and his name omitted from the
Ephod? If so, why was he held to a different standard than Reuven
and Yehudah? [Simply, we can say that whatever questionable moral
decline they experienced, it was certainly not the same as an
immoral relationship with the wife of his master. True, he did not

initiate the sin, in that he was seduced and compelled by an
unsavoury woman bent on committing an iniquitous act of infidelity.
Nonetheless, the egregiousness of the sin should have sufficiently
distanced him from its perpetration.]

Horav Shimon Schwab, zl, offers a compelling insight into
the Shoham stone’s function and Yosef’s connection to it. The Kohen
Gadol’s Choshen, Breastplate, contained twelve precious stones
upon which the names of the twelve tribes were engraved. The
stone on the Breastplate which corresponded with Yosef's name was
the Shoham (onyx) stone. The Shoham was unique in the sense that,
in addition to its placement upon the Ephod, two additional Shoham
stones were on the shoulder straps of the Ephod. Six names of Tribes
were engraved upon each of these stones, so that all twelve names
were on both stones. In other words, Yosef’s name was engraved
twice upon the Shoham stones — once on the Ephod and once on the
kispos ha’Ephod. Yosef’s (Shoham) stone was the foundation stone
upon which the names of all the tribes was engraved. This is why
Yosef is called tzaddik yesod olam, ‘the tzaddik, righteous person,
foundation stone of the world.”

Had Yosef fallen prey to Potifar's wife’s seductive efforts
and subsequently repented, his name would (like Reuven’s and
Yehudah'’s) still be etched on the Ephod. He would, however, have
forever lost his tzaddik yesod olam status, because he had blemished
it with sin. He no longer would have been the untainted,
quintessential tzaddik. He was the tzaddik who had erred, repented
and now was once again a tzaddik. When one is a tzaddik yesod
olam, he has no room for error. When Yaakov Avinu appeared to
Yosef to inform him that if he sinned his name would not appear on
the Ephod, he meant that, while his name might have a place on the
Choshen, his designated stone, the Shoham, would no longer serve
as the foundation stone for all Klal Yisrael.
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1t shall be on Aharon’s forehead... and it shall be on his forehead
always, to bring them favour before Hashem. (28:38)

The Tzitz, Head-Plate, was a unique addition to the Kohen
Gadol’s vestments. When the Kohen Gadol wore it, the two words
that were engraved on it: Kodesh I’Hashem, Holy to Hashem, served
to gain Heavenly favour for blood or sacrificial body parts that were
offered on the Mizbayach, Altar, while in a state of tumah, ritual
contamination, allowing them to be accepted by Hashem. Tzitz
meratzeh: the Tzitz caused ineligible offerings to become accepted.
Whether this was only when Aharon/Kohen Gadol wore it on his
forehead is the subject of a debate in the Talmud (Yoma 7b). One
Tanna takes the position that the Tzitz itself was always meratzeh —
whether the Kohen wore it or not. The other Tanna opines that it
provided atonement only while he wore it, which limited its
effectiveness, because he was prohibited from wearing his
vestments when he was not actively involved in the avodah in the
Bais Mikdash. When he wore it, however, it was necessary that he
was always aware of it being on his head. As a result, he would
touch his hand to it at frequent intervals.

The significance of constant awareness without hesach
hadaas, removing one’s thoughts, cannot be overstated. Only one
who maintains his awareness of and connection to Kodesh I’'Hashem
in his mind and in his heart will reflect the Torah’s illumination from
within himself. As such, the Torah becomes an intrinsic part of his
essence. The importance of diligence in learning Torah, or
hasmadah, can be perceived through an analogy to a cup of coffee.
In order to make a drinkable cup of coffee, one must cook the water
until it reaches a boiling point. To achieve this, the water must cook
continually. If he were to remove the water from the fire every
minute, and then return it to the fire — it would never achieve its
boiling point.
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Horav Chaim Zaitchik, zl, cites the well-known story of Rav
Preida (Eiruvin 54b) who had a student who required learning each
lesson four hundred times before he was able to master it. One day,
Rav Preida was required to leave to attend to a mitzvah. He did not
leave until he had taught his student the lesson the usual four
hundred times. Only this time, for some reason, his student had
difficulty in grasping the lesson. When queried by Rav Preida why
this day was different than all other days, the student replied, “From
the very moment that they informed the master that there was a
mitzvah to attend to, | was masiach daas, my attention was diverted,
because every minute | worried that ‘now, the master will rise up
and leave me.”

Incredible! It takes four hundred reviews to embed the
lesson into the student’s mind. Yet, the hesach ha’daas, diverted
attention, causes such an interruption in the continuum of learning
that the student is unable to retain the lesson. At the end of the day,
the Rebbe started four hundred times, but, as long as the student’s
attention was not on board, his efforts were wasted. One can sit in
front of his Gemorah all day, but if his mind is not completely
focused — he will not achieve what he is capable of achieving.

The Alter, zI, m’Novarodok, was wont to use a practical
analogy to explain the concept of focus. A fellow left home on a
journey that would take him to a distant country. His purpose in
going there was to attend to pressing business that would require all
of one day. In other words, he was traveling to a distant country for
one day — full stop. As things would have it, every day something
new came up that prevented him from returning home in a timely
fashion. These “things” occupied him for twenty years! For twenty
years, every single day, he was packed and ready to return home. It
was always something that came up at the last minute. At the end of
the day, however, as far as he was concerned, the past twenty years
had amounted to nothing more than one day.

Another fellow also took a long journey. He planned to be
away for twenty years. That was the plan. He was very fortunate,
however, to accomplish his goals in one day! While it is true that he
was there only for one day, in his mindset, that day was twenty years
long! The lesson is obvious. Twenty continuous years focused on one
day fly by without notice. On the other hand, one day that was
supposed to be twenty years long can feel like twenty years. A
person who is focused on his learning with no room or tolerance for
diversion of any kind will maintain the diligence required for
achievement in Torah study.

Many people learn, but hasmadah eludes them. Many are
proficient in learning and have achieved incredible heights in Torah.
Nonetheless, they have not yet reached masmid status. How does
one achieve such focus and commitment? The following story saw
light in Peninim many years ago. | think that its message is timely. A
maggid related that, as a young man, he had studied in a small
Lithuanian town. In the bais medrash of that town, an elderly man
who was at least in his nineties sat and studied Torah literally every
waking minute of the day. He was so deeply engrossed in Torah
study that he ate his meals where he sat, never leaving his Torah
study. He fell asleep in front of his Gemorah, and — upon awakening
— he immediately returned to his blatt Gemorah. He was the object
of envy throughout the bais medrash.

One day, a group of curious students approached him and
asked him for his secret. How is he able to study so diligently for so
long? He explained that as a youth he had been blessed with a
sharp, astute mind. He was able to grasp the various profundities of
Torah with ease. Alas, he had one problem, hasmadah, diligence. His
attachment to the “study” part left something to be desired. At the
time, he was a student in the famed Volozhiner Yeshivah, whose
Rosh Yeshivah was Horav Chaim Volozhiner, zl. Rav Chaim
approached him more than once to be more diligent, to increase his
hasmadah, but to no avail. He possessed a great mind, but he was

also subject to the powerful allure of the yetzer hara, evil inclination,
that presented an overwhelming challenge to his Torah study.

“One night, about 2:00 a.m., in the midst of a deep sleep, |
heard someone calling my name. First, | stirred, but, after the voice
persisted, | awoke to see none other than the venerable Rosh
Yeshivah standing over me. You can imagine the awe that permeated
me as | saw Rav Chaim standing there with a candle in his hand,
motioning me to follow him. Without further ado, | jumped out of
bed, quickly dressed, and followed Rav Chaim. He quietly led me
through the streets of the city until we reached its outskirts. Never
once did Rav Chaim say a word. He just led until we reached a large
forest.

“We entered the forest and stopped in the middle.
Suddenly, the Rosh Yeshivah turned to me and raised his voice, ‘You
know that Chazal teach that when one studies Torah, the Shechinah
sits opposite him and studies also. My child, if you do not want to
learn Torah, why should you prevent Hashem Yisborach from
learning?’ This heartrending plea, emanating from the innermost
recesses of his heart, moved me beyond control. All night, | tossed
and turned. My Rebbe’s anguished cry resonated through my ears.
His profound accusation was mind-boggling. How could | impede the
learning of the Ribono Shel Olam? From that day on, | decided that |
would no longer prevent Hashem’s learning. On the contrary, |
wanted to learn with Hashem Yisborach. | changed my entire
attitude towards Torah learning and became a masmid.”

We now have an entirely new perspective regarding Torah
study and the chavrusa, study partner, with Whom we learn.

Va’ani Tefillah

22791 TOM 7 29977 11292 2 avw o
Sim shalom tovah u’vrachah chein, chaim v’chesed, v’rachamim.
Establish, peace, good and blessing, life, favour,
kindliness and mercy.

We are placing a tall order when we ask for peace. We
begin by asking for peace and, then, for good measure, we increase
our petition by including five subdivisions: good, blessing, favour,
kindliness and mercy — with each one in its own right a great
generalisation.

Is it necessary to include each of these five in our request?
After all, asking for peace in general includes by its very nature these
five subdivisions. Why the details, if, in fact, they are a consequence
of peace?

Horav Avigdor Miller, zl, explains that it is, indeed, vital to
include these subdivisions in order to fulfil our duty to maintain
bitachon, trust, in the Almighty and our gratitude to Him. Once we
acknowledge the details, we (if we concentrate on what we are
saying) understand how much we must rely on Hashem (bitachon).
With this perception of detail, we realise how much we have to be
grateful to Him. Thus, the enumeration of the details is a critical part

of our prayer service to Hashem.

To sponsor a mazaltov, simcha or yartziet, email: peninim@dvar.info

This publication is available worldwide via email and e-readers.
For info call: ISRAEL 02 532 6058 / USA (216) 371-7609 / e-mail: peninim@dvar.info
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“Now you shall command
the B'nei Yisroel that they shall take for you
pure, pressed olive oil, for illumination, to
kindle the lamp continually.” What was the
purpose in the Avodah of the Menorah?
This expression for kindling lights is used
only in connection with the service of the
Menorah. It precisely describes the duty to
hold the kindling flame against the wick
until the wick continues burning on its own,
as the Gemara in Shabbos 21a says, “ Nnnw
n'7xn N7y nanw.” This signifies that the
task of the Torah teacher is to make himself
superfluous. His task is to not keep those
who he teaches continually dependent upon
him, rather he is supposed to teach his
students how to learn on their own — that
they should have their own fire burning. In
addition, there is an implied admonition
here to both teachers and students to be
patient with one another. (The flame and
the wick stay together as long as needed
until the wick can stay lit on its own). ("
wI'N 7RO [IUnY)

Hakodosh Boruch Hu was telling
Moshe Rabbeinu here, “It is not that I need
these lamps for Myself, rather the reason
for this command is so that you provide
light for Me, just as I have provided light for
you. Why do I give this command? In order
to raise you up, to glorify you in front of all
the nations of the world that they should
say, ‘The people of Yisroel were chosen to
provide light to Him Who provides light to
all things’.” This can be explained with a
Moshol to a man who could see, and a blind
man who were walking together. The man
said to the blind man, “Come, I will hold on
to you.” This way, the blind man was able to
walk. When they entered the house and the
blind man was able to walk on his own, the
man told the blind man, “Go forth and light
the lamp to provide light for me, so that you
should not be beholden to me for having
escorted you; that is why I told you that you
should provide light for me.” The man who
can see in the Moshol is a reference to
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, as the Posuk says in
Divrei Hayomim 2:16:9 “nioown 11y 'n o
YRn 01" — “For Hashem’s eyes roam
throughout the land.” The blind man of the
Moshol is a reference to Klal Yisroel, as it
says in Yeshaya 59:10 “|'Nd1 7 D11Yd nwwa
qw1d DNXa 7w ,nwwa 0y’ — “We grope
the wall like the blind; and like the eyeless
we grope, we stumble at noon as in the dark
of the night.” We stumbled with regard to
the Eigel at six hours of the day (the initial
mistake that led to the Chet of the Eigel
took place after the sixth hour on the 16th
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The Way to Do a Favor

day of Tammuz had passed). Hakodosh
Boruch Hu provided light for Klal Yisroel
and led them through the Midbar; Hashem
went before them by day in a pillar of cloud
to lead them on the way, and by night in a
pillar of fire to give them light. When it
came time to build the Mishkan, Hakodosh
Boruch Hu called to Moshe Rabbeinu and
said to him that they shall take for you pure
oil. Klal Yisroel said to Hakodosh Boruch
Hu, “You are the source of all light and You
light my lamp, and yet You say that we
should provide light for You?” Hakodosh
Boruch Hu responded to Klal Yisroel; “I
command you to kindle light before Me only
in order to raise you up, that you should
provide light for Me just as I have provided
light for you.” ("a1 ninw)

Bereishis 45:8 “nnn7w onx X7 nnyi
MmN MIX” — It says in Shemos Rabbah 36:2
that Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Moshe, “It is
not that I need these lamps for Myself,
rather the reason for this command is so
that you provide light for Me, just as I have
provided light for you (see above Medrash).”
We learn a great Yesod in Middos from this
Medrash. It is natural that when one does
a favor for another, he does not want to
receive anything in return for that favor. It
is not because he really wants to do a
Chesed for the person, rather it is just the
opposite, and he is doing so because he
wants the person to be forever beholden to
him, for the favor he did for him. He
therefore refuses to take anything in return
for the favor. We learn from Hakodosh
Boruch Hu that we must not act in this
manner, rather we must act in the opposite
manner. When one has a favor done for
him, he now has a debt to repay. If one
really seeks to do a favor for a person, a true
Chesed, he must seek to do it in a way
where the person will not feel indebted to
him. Hence, if the person seeks to do
something in return for that favor, you
should accept it, so that the person no
longer feels indebted to you. That is what
the Ribbono Shel Olam is saying in this
Medrash — He does not need the light from
Klal Yisroel, nor anything else for that
matter. Hakodosh Boruch Hu lit the way
for Klal Yisroel through the Midbar, and He
wanted to make Klal Yisroel feel as if they
did something in return for Him — albeit
something He did not really need. The
same is true with all the Mitzvos that we
perform. Hakodosh Boruch Hu does not
need them, He does not need us to give
Tzedakah for He can give money to anyone
who He so chooses to. Nonetheless, He

makes it as if He needs it, and even gives us
reward for that which we do for Him. (nyT
nm)
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It says in Shemos Rabbah 36:2
that Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Moshe, “It is
not that I need these lamps for Myself,
rather the reason for this command is so
that you provide light for Me, just as I have
provided light for you (see above Medrash).”
Hakodosh Boruch Hu allowed Klal Yisroel
to provide light for Him, although He did
not need it, so that Klal Yisroel could show
that they were not 210 193, ingrates for the
great Chesed that Hakodosh Boruch Hu
performed for them. Hakodosh Boruch Hu
had no need for this light, but wanted to
teach Klal Yisroel that they should never be
ungrateful for what they receive, and they
should seek to do something in return for
that which they received. (hwn )

Now we can understand a great
aspect of the Menorah, and the great
Chesed by which Hakodosh Boruch Hu
deals with us. Hakodosh Boruch Hu doesn’t
need our light, nor does He need anything
from us. He lets us kindle the fire, so that
we can feel as if we are somehow repaying
him for all that He does for us. Hakodosh
Boruch Hu wants us to emulate Him. We
should do favors for others, and to the best
of our ability make them feel that they do
not owe us anything (perhaps when possible
— to do something for another where they
will not know is a greater level of Chesed,
as they do not feel indebted to you at all, for
they do not know you did anything for
them). The Menorah and the oil represent
the Torah Hakdosha. We must act in the
same way with the Torah Hakdosha. We
are to teach Torah to others, and do so in a
way that they can become self-sufficient,
and are able to learn on their own. Chazal
say that one learns a lot from his Rebbe,
more from his Chavrusa, and even more
from his Talmidim. Perhaps in that saying
there is another aspect of the Rebbe -
Talmid relationship. The Rebbe is to make
the Talmid feel that the Rebbe is gaining so
much from the Talmid, that he not feel
indebted to him, while certainly still having
Hakoras Hatov and respect for the Rebbe.
Perhaps we can explain with this why
Moshe Rabbeinu’s name is not in this
Parshah. This Parshah represents Limud
Hatorah.  The Torah was giving the
greatest praise to Moshe Rabbeinu by not
having his name in this Parshah. His name
is not here for he taught Klal Yisroel Torah
on the highest level, by not making them
feel indebted to him, although in essence we
are to be indebted to him, as we are to be to
Hakodosh Boruch Hu. May we be Zoche to
follow the ways of Hashem, and do for
others without making them feel indebted
to us.
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The Kohain Gadol wore a special
breastplate over his heart. Called the
Choshen Mishpat, it atoned for errors
in judgment.
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Inside this breastplate was a piece of
parchment upon which Hashem’s
name was written. When it was there,
questions could be asked of Hashem
and the letters in the names of the
Tribes inscribed upon the Choshen
would light up, in order to guide the
Jews and help them with important
decisions.

The Torah says that through this
document, called the Urim V'Tumin,
the Kohain Gadol would carry the
judgment of the Jewish People upon
his heart before Hashem at all times.
R" Ephraim Lever Shlit"a explains that
in order to be a judge, you need two
components.

First, you need to have the word of
Hashem on your side. Meaning, you
need to follow the Torah, and
understand Hashem’s will.

At the same time, you need a human
heart, of flesh, which feels
compassion for the people you are
judging.

By combining these two, you wil
atone for any flaws in judgment and
will be able to reach a sound decision,
guided by the Al-mighty Himself.

Thought of the week:
A leader is one who though
he may stumble and fall,
arises more honest, humble,

and courageous than before.
= Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks 2'I

Vayigash 5774
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“A golden bell and a (woolen) pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, on
the hem of the me’il all around.” (exodus 25:34)

The Kohain Gadol had a number of special garments that he would wear as part of his
service in the Mishkan. The Me’il was a cloak or robe made of blue wool (techeiles) upon
which were bells and pomegranates. The stated purpose of the noise-making bells was so
that upon his entry to, and exit from, the Kodesh HaKedoshim, the Holy of Holies, the
Kohain Gadol’s presence would be “announced” to the Shechina, Hashem’s countenance,
as a sign of respect, much as knocking before entering a home.

The exact layout and purpose of the pomegranates and bells is up for discussion with
various commentaries offering their own approaches. Rashi says the golden bells with their
clappers and the hollow woolen pomegranates alternated around the bottom of the hem.

The Ramban questions this approach as the pomegranates serve no purpose. If it was for
beauty, why not have golden apples or something else interspersed with the bells? He
therefore suggests that hollow pomegranate shape was chosen so they could contain the
bells. The bells were placed INSIDE the hollow pomegranates, and could be seen
emerging from within them.

The Chizkuni’'s approach answers the Ramban’s question of what the pomegranates were
for by saying that when the golden bells hit the blue pomegranates, they would make their
sound. According to that, though, the Ramban’s suggestion of golden apples makes sense
as the sound of metal striking metal would be louder than the bells hitting yarn.

Let’'s consider: why pomegranates, and why bells striking fabric rather than metal? The
pomegranate is connected with mitzvos. Chazal say, “Even the ‘empty ones’ among you
are as full of mitzvos as a pomegranate.” That is to say, though one may not see it on the
surface, if one seeks inside, and goes through the various layers, he will find good deeds in
each Jewish person, much as one finds the seeds in the pomegranate hidden from view.

It seems to convey a message of humility. Though you perform many mitzvos, don’t praise
yourself loudly for it, or broadcast this to those around you. Keep them inside and don’t
seek honor for the good deeds you do.

Similarly, though the bells needed to make a sound to announce the Kohain Gadol’s
arrival, the sound was muted a bit by the woolen pomegranates which activated them. The
Kohain Gadol would be urged to consider that his arrival was not about his own prestige,
requiring many bells and sounds, but rather about respecting and honoring Hashem,
achieved by being humble, with a softer alert.

We should always strive to do mitzvos and follow Hashem'’s will, but in doing so we must
remember the lesson of the woolen pomegranates. Be humble and remember that the
pomegranates of the me’il are hollow, waiting to be quietly filled throughout our lives.

R’ Moshe Feinstein z’l (vahrtzeit 13 Adar) was asked how he became the accepted leader and
posek (halachic arbiter) of the Jewish People around the world. In his humble way, R’
Moshe smiled and replied that he hadn’t been chosen for or appointed to the role. “There
was no convention; no vote or caucus that elected me.

What happened was that someone asked me a question, and | answered it. More people
asked, and | answered them too. Eventually,” said R’ Moshe with a humble shrug, “word
got around that | was a pretty good person to ask.”
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Rabbi Daniel David Dahan, Sofer Stam

Tel: 646 387 5683, Email: Sofers il.c
Checking, writing, and sale of Sefer Torah, Tefillins,
Mezuzot, and Megillot.  ® SAME DAY SERVICE &

HIPPO CLOSETS

Free Estimates

347.760.3600
HippoClosets@gmail.com

Contact us for your dream
custom closet

ROCKLAND TRANSFERS
CAR SERVICE

5Y681‘8

OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY

> WILLS & TRUSTS

> ELDER LAW

> PROBATE

> TRUST ADMINISTRATION
> HALACHIC WILLS

© TAX PLANNING

© MEDICAID PLANNING

© ESTATE PLANNING

© SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
© ASSET PROTECTION

Emanuel Ha

GIBRALTAR ABSTRACT

\TITLE AGENCY

ARE YOU PURCHASING OR REFINANCING?
CALL US FOR A QUOTE!
845.362.3863 + ORDERTITLE@GIBRALTARNY.COM

Haas & Zaltz LLP

845.425.3900
INFO@HAASZALTZ.COM | WWW.HAASZALTZ.COM
365 ROUTE 59 | SUITE 231 | AIRMONT, NY 10952

Reserve Online
www.RocklandTransfers.com
Call / Text
(845) 288-8888

]

penden eﬁhﬁ;hop several compaies to find.
you the't e and the right price.

Allise Menglgsurance Serviges |

FREE AD SPACE

To inquire about placing your free ad here,
please email mitzvos@ramapost.com

ROSENBLUM
ARCHITECTURE

.

TODD ROSENBLUM @ rosenblumarchitecture.com
. 845.364.0337
0 914.522.6793
= todd@adaparch.com

9 200 East Eckerson Road
Suite 230 E
New City, NY 10956

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A

We Specialize in

: cnmarcial.lnbs
Free | =
Estimate

Call now at 201-742-3136

LENNY ROSENFIELD

J 845517.0300
B4 inspections613@gmail.com

] WWW.LRINSPECTIONS.COM

LR HOME INSPECTIONS NY State License # 1330185

Serving Rockland, Westchester, NYC 5 Boroughs

CHEVRA L'BITACHON

OF ROCKLAND COUNTY

Chevra L'Bitachon is a community security
organization which trains and manages
members of the community to become guards
for their own shuls and mosdos as well as
other security related resources.

booklngs@djkaej com

For more info, please contact us at info@clbrc.org
or call/whatsapp 845.704.1205

(add us to whatsapp to see our regular security related updates)

POMONA

ENTERPRISES CORP.
Custom Home Builders
845-354-0018

FIRST/H/CLASS

LEASING

' .

ONg

1“"4*'4 www.POMONAENTERPRISES.com
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MOSHE STAMM

LICENSED BROKER

SPECIALIZING IN GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE

Yomni

MANAGED HEALTH

p: 718.252.9555 ext. 2207
e: moshe@omnimh.com

w: www.omnimh.com

UNLIMITEDISRAEL

ON ISRAEL'S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK
P: 845-371-9800

&&lllivan County Labs
Certified Environmental Testing

COMMON TESTS:

\

H\N

«Bactea 845-SAFE-H20

+ Metals PICKUPS AVAILABLE IN MONSEY I I _— l IE I I =" ' H
.;ﬁaﬁl& Organic Compounds WIGPANELAPE 12080 ANT) SURRDUNDING AREAS e — o " - =
+Petacides / Herbacides SECURITY & COMMUNICATONS

i www.sullivancountylabs.com

To inquire about placing your free ad here, please email mitzvos@ramapost.com



3 A info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com

. P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601

- 2R ite 264, Ai , NY 10952

JIAM | TUISIG | MD123a | OUITINAAM 382 Route 59 Suite 264, Alrmont, NY 1093
“ESSENTIALLY” ABOVE & BEYOND!

T"D21 - Vo. 3 | Issue 23 | No.122 - 6:58 (nipr72) - P"WININ - 5:26 - NIN1 NPHYTN 'OINA - 2021 ININ2D 27 - N”OWUN VTN 170

e

DDIDDN'\ T 5V NI'WOINA DO'¥9INI D'OO9TIN NN NAT "I'NOI2I AON NN 'Y DN DTN AUN DIpNN 531"

2 D o o B

n

Al nvO

XA NANaN

TIFE
i T
OF WEST POMONA

nin MaT
nnmay

DN19 DY « NY'NPN 2'0 « N“1Y NIT

FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS >>



