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I have taken the Levites — n"1'7n NX 'mnp%?
Moreinu HaRav relates: ‘A man came to me with a request, that |
should bless him that he should win the very large lottery. | told
him: Many people before you have already asked for the same
request, and why should HaKadosh Baruch Hu specifically let you
win the large lottery? He replied: If | win the lottery, | promise
that | will quit my job and | will sit in Kollel and learn all day long. |
told him: You should know that HaKadosh Baruch Hu has
thousands of young men sitting and learning in Kollel every day
without having to promise HaKadosh Baruch Hu that this will
happen only if they win the lottery.’

HaKadosh Baruch Hu chose the tribe of Levi to serve Him in the
Mishkan (3:12). Rashi explains the reason that HaKadosh Baruch
Hu specifically chose them: ‘For the service had been performed
by the firstborn, bit when they sinned by the Golden Calf they
were disqualified. And the Levites, who did not participate in idol-
worship were chosen instead of them.” Another reason is brought
down in the sefer Tzror HaMor and briefly, this is what it says: ‘My
opinion of this is that the tribe of Levi was chosen in Egypt
because of their sanctity and higher status, since part of them
were chosen to be involved in Torah and conveying the covenant
transferred to them by their father Yaakov, which he received
from Avraham, Yitzchak, Shem, and Ever. This is why they were
chosen, and Hashem Yisbarach wanted them to serve him and
stand in His sanctuary. Therefore, Hashem Yisbarach gave the
tribe of Levi the task to guard the Sanctuary because there were
wholehearted and clinging to Hashem. Before Me their souls
craved the Torah more than the wives of their youth. The Torah
contains all the enjoyments and silver and gold since it is more
honorable than any precious article.
The tribe of Levi separated themselves from all the other tribes,
whether in Egypt where they sat and involved themselves in
Torah, or with the sin of the Golden Calf — as they were the only
tribe that did not join with the multitude in the sin. In the merit of
this separation, HaKadosh Baruch Hu chose them to be His
watchmen, the guards of the Holy Sanctuary, attendants of
Hashem. We learn from these words that if a person separates
himself for the study of Torah and service of Hashem Yisbarach
then, HaKadosh Baruch Hu will take away all other troubles and
He will be concerned for their needs. As it states in Avos (3:6) ‘If
someone takes upon himself the yoke of Torah, the yoke of
government and the yoke of worldly responsibilities are removed
from him.” But this does not work the other way. It is not possible
to ask of HaKadosh Baruch Hu to win the lottery and then
promise to sit and learn. Just as the tribe of Levi did not come and
say to HaKadosh Baruch Hu, ‘Choose us to serve in the Sanctuary
and we will not sin by the Golden Calf.

- TivHaTorah - Bamidbar
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One mitzvah leads to another — nixn NM1IA Nixn
Two men are partners in one mitzvah, one picks up the sheets from
the printer and the other distributes them. One of the early places
for distributing the sheets is the large shul of Zichron Moshe in the
holy city of Yerushalayim. The mitzvah this young man does, is pick
up Tiv Hakehila and bring it to the shul which he does every week
and it literally gives him joy of life. He calls the printer early in the
week, so he does not forget to prepare the bundle for him. The boy
learns in a distant yeshiva and every week for years he fulfills this
mitzvah. Last Friday | saw this man in Zichron Moshe and he told me
that he did not yet have the Tiv Hakehila. | told him | would send it
to him from my house. | went up to my house thinking that | would
ask someone coming up to me to take the sheets to Zichron Moshe,
however, as the minutes went by, no one came to my house. |
waited another few minutes, and an hour went by and no one came.
| saw the situation, so | grabbed a bunch of sheets and raised a
Tefillah to the Creator of the World and | said: “Ribono shel Olam, it
is very hot outside and walking is very difficult for me. | will do my
part by going downstairs to the entrance of the house, and You,
please send me a young man to take the bundle to Zichron Moshe to
spread Emunah in Israel.
| went down two floors when | saw a young man. | called to him and
to my surprise, it was the same young man who picks up the sheets
from the printer every week and brings them to Zichron Moshe. The
boy was happy to continue his custom and he was the happiest
person. He easily ran to do the mitzvah and thanked me for the
opportunity. | also did not have to explain to him who to give the
sheets to since he did this every week.

- Moreinu HaRav shlit”a

A note from Heaven — X'nun Xpno
| had some maser money to give to Tzedakah and | did not know
who to give the money to. | was undecided about several recipients
and | asked Hashem to help me give the money to an appropriate
poor individual.
A good friend called me and without any prompting, told me about
another friend who was in a desperate financial situation. They were
about to shut off his electricity because he owed 1,233 shekel and
he was calling several friends to try to raise the money for him.
| excitedly told him that | would pay the entire sum and | explained
to him that | had money for Tzedakah and | did not know who to
give it to and | asked for guidance from the Creator of the World and
the amount that | had to give was exactly 1,233 shekel!!!
We both rejoiced over the incomparable hashgacha!!!
1%
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The Power of the Father’s Prayer for their
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For the sons of Binyamin, their offspring according to their
families, according to their fathers’ house, by number of the
names, from twenty years of age and up, everyone who goes
out to the army. Their counted ones, for the tribe of Binyamin,
thirty-five thousand, four hundred. For the sons of Dan, their
offspring according to their families, according to their fathers’
house, by number of the names, from twenty years of age and
up, everyone who goes out to the army. Their counted ones, for
the tribe of Dan, sixty-two thousand, seven hundred. (1-36-39)
The Torah juxtaposes the counting of the tribe of Binyamin next
to the counting of the tribe of Dan, whether here in our parsha or
in Parashas Vayigash (46:21-23) when the Torah enumerates the
seventy souls that went down to Egypt with Yaakov Avinu.
Perhaps the intent of the Torah is to teach us that a person
should not give up hope from beseeching Hashem for the success
and elevation of his children, even if he sees that their nature
and frailty does not allow them to elevate to lofty levels in Torah
and service. In Parashas Vayigash we see that Binyamin was
blessed with ten sons and Dan was only blessed with one son.
Normally, there would not be much hope that this son would
succeed spiritually or physically, since Chushim was not in a
position to succeed, he was lame and deaf, and by Biblical law he
could not be included in the community Rachmana litzlan. In
reality we see that despite his disabilities, he merited great
success, as we see from the passage before us that the tribe of
Binyamin started with ten sons and now counted at only 35,400
and the tribe of Dan which started with just Chushim now stood
at 62,700, almost double to that of the tribe of Binyamin. This
tells us that the one man of limited abilities merited almost 18
times that of the ordinary person (18 x 3,540 = 63,720).
Chushim also merited additional success than the other people of
his generation. After the passing of Yaakov, when his sons came
to the Me’aras Hamachpeilah to bury their father, Eisav showed
up and stood at the opening of the cave and blocked the burial of
Yaakov. He argued that the place where Yaakov’s sons wanted to
bury their father was already reserved for him since Yaakov gave
up the rights to the cave when he buried Leah there. Yaakov’s
sons could not change Eisav’s mind. While they were arguing,
Chushim asked what the delay was in the burial of his
grandfather, and they showed him Eisav standing and blocking
the entrance. Since he was deaf, he could not hear Eisav’s
rationale, and he became filled with anger for the disgrace of his
grandfather and he smacked Eisav in the face. His blow knocked
Eisav’'s head off and this removed the encrustation blocking the
sanctity of Israel. This merit fell to him because he could not
hear.
From here we learn that success is not based on the
characteristics and power of the person. Sometimes the one who
seems weak by nature can be victorious in battle. Sometimes
success is dependent specifically on the disability. This gives the
person the opening to request success and prominence for his
children even if it seems to him that their success is based on
their abilities. Success is only dependent on the will of Above and
this success is best aroused with the power of prayer. It is
appropriate to teach this as we approach Rosh Chodesh Sivan.

LTI

The Shelah HaKadosh brings from his heart that Erev Rosh Chodesh
Sivan is very propitious to request for the success of children. It is
brought down in the holy seforim that it is fitting for the father and
mother to fast all day to arouse Teshuva. This day is fitting for Teshuva
and praying for children.

It is told that a man once asked the Belzer Rebbe zy”a for a bracha for
good children. The holy Rav wondered about this, ‘You want to merit
this with a bracha? This merit is not easily earned. You must flood the
floor with tears and only by doing that, will you merit this blessing!’ In
fact many Gedolei Yisrael merited elevated positions through the tears
of their fathers and mothers. There is a famous story about someone
who asked the Chasam Sofer how he merited having a son like the
K’sav Sofer? He took his broad hat off his head and he replied, ‘I have
filled this hat with tears many times.” Similarly, | heard from HaGaon
HaTzaddik Rebbe Shmuel Auerbach z”l who related about his father
HaGaon Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zy”a who was accustomed that
when it came close to the Yomim Nora’im they bought new yarmulkes
for the children. On Erev Yom Kippur Rav Shlomo Zalman wanted to
bless the children and when he blessed them, tears streamed from his
eyes. These tears dripped onto the new yarmulkes and they became so
wet that they were slightly damaged, and they no longer looked new.
We children — when we left Rav Shlomo Zalman — were upset by this,
since we had just received new kipot, and before we could enjoy their
newness, they were already no longer new. However, as time went on,
we saw the impression these tears made, and we were happy with the
exchange we received. Through these tears we all earned the merit of
elevating in Torah and Yir'as Shamayim. It is also told about Maran
HaRav Yitzchak Zev of Brisk towards the end of his life before he left the
world, he was in dread of the Yom HaDin. One of the gedolei hador
came to him and wanted to comfort him. He told him, ‘You merited
children who are Talmidei Chachamim illuminated in Torah, and this
merit will stand for him in the Eternal World. The Brisker Rav agreed
with him by saying, ‘I cried many tears for them.’

Every person, no matter his status, can merit children with the power
of his prayers, since there is no closeness like the closeness of a father
to his sons. Since this is so, the father very much wants his children to
prosper. Therefore, his prayers are very beneficial for them, and when
he prays for them, he concentrates deeply from his heart to Heaven.
Every prayer that emanates from the heart makes an impression. |
know an incident about someone who lives in the United States whose
son was acting against the spirit of his parents and teachers. Not only
did they not see blessing from their hard work in educating this boy,
but he was having a negative impact on the students in general. The
father knew that if a day went buy and he did not hear from the boy’s
teacher, it was a miracle. One day when the father saw the teacher’s
number on the Caller ID, he knew that he was being called to inform
him that the teacher was at his limit and he wanted to expel the boy
from the school and the father would not be able to respond to him. He
was not in a hurry to answer the phone. Rather, he immediately
decided to do what he could, and he bought a ticket to Israel to go to
the kever [grave] of the Shelah. Once there he poured out his heart
over his son’s situation, and only after he felt in his soul that he had
done what he could, he returned the call to the teacher and asked
about his son. He was shocked to hear from the teacher how the boy
had just turned himself around and had literally become a totally
different person. The teacher continued to say that when he called, he
wanted to expel the boy, but to his amazement, the boy had changed
and was elevating in Torah. From the time when the father began to
beseech and travel, it made an impression and the boy changed.
Hashem Yisbarach should grace us with wisdom and desire to pray for
our children, and then we will see the spiritual growth of our children
for endless generations.
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Giving the Torah and Judgment Day AOYOR..

One Shavuos morning, HaRav HaKadosh R’ Shlomke of Zvhil ztvk”I gﬂn:wﬂn :’u}
turned to his famous attendant R’ Elya Roth zt”l and said that C, &

every year HaKadosh Baruch Hu asks the Jewish neshamos if they

want to accept the Torah, and the Jewish neshamos respond

The ways of Hashem are wondrous — ' '>7T D'X'79)

'ynwal nww?' — ‘We will do and we will hear’ (Shemos 27:7) and Moreinu HaRav shlit”a relates: We returned home from Meron after
the holy Rav said: “Now is the time. Come, let us say together Shabbos at about 2:30 in the morning. We unloaded all the suitcases
‘Na’aseh V'nishma’l” and packages from the car, but there was no way we could carry

The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 3a, Shabbos 88a) states, ‘Why does it everything up to the third floor. We could not call anybody at this

state (Bereishis 1:31) "w'win DI A7 ' AW A’ — ‘and there time of night, so | raised a prayer to Hashem to help me. Without
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day’, why do | need warning, two boys showed up at the side of the car, and when they
the extra letter hei? It teaches that HaKadosh Baruch Hu saw the packages, they volunteered on their own and offered to
stipulated with the works of Creation, and He said to them: ‘If the help, and easily carried everything upstairs to the house. | was
Jewish people accept the Torah, then fine, and you will endure. excited and very pleased with the salvation of Hashem and | asked

the boys what they were doing here so late at night and why they
approached the car?

One of the boys said: “My good friend was going through a difficult
waiting for this day when Israel would receive the Torah by Kial crisis and | tried to encourage him and help him. As we were talking,
Yisrael saying ‘Na’aseh v'nishma’ they established the world. we decided to go for a walk when suddenly, | saw the car stop and
The Shelah HaKadosh wrote (Mesechta Shavuos Perek Ner out of curiosity | saw Rav Rabinovitch get out of the car. | told my
Mitzvah os 9) that the holiday of Shavuos is the ‘Yom HaDin shel good friend that true, | was not able to help him, but Hashem sent
Ruchniyos’ [the Judgment Day of Spirituality]. Just as on Rosh HaRav Gamliel Rabinovitch at this late hour, and we happened to go
Hashanah the person is judged for his physical needs, parnassah for a walk just when the Rav arrived, and as we had no other
[livelihood], health, etc. so too on Shavuos, the person is judged alternative, but to approach.”

But if not, | will return you to emptiness and void.” We learn from
the words of the Gemara that all creations of the world, both
Above and below [Celestial and mundane] were sitting and

for spiritual needs, how successful his learning Torah will be this Of course, | was moved by the story and | said: “See how wondrous
year, how many novel ideas in Torah will he merit, etc. From the the ways of Hashem are. Hashem sent me to Meron so | would come
words of HaRav HaKadosh of Zvhil it emerges that even now, even back late and | would need help, and just then He sent you to help
this year, the entire world sits and anticipates hearing the me, and now that you did me the favor, | want to return the favor.

| sat with the boy and encouraged him and made up that he come
back again to continue our conversation. The left pleased and

‘Na’aseh v'nishma’, mine, yours, everybody’s, not the anticipation
of the curious, rather, the anticipation that comes from the

understanding that the whole world is dependent on our ‘Na’aseh encouraged. X"0"7w 270 nIm

v’nishma’, as the whole world awaits and anticipates the decree ‘Adorn yourself first’ —'n'7'nn nxy vivyE'

for the coming year, will Israel again say ‘Na’aseh v’nishma’?! A man told me that he was upset because he saw someone
With the arrival of the holiday of the giving of the Torah, let us desecrate the Shabbos and he knew that the Baal Shem Tov
give particular importance to the ‘Na’aseh v’nishma’, with the HaKadosh states that whatever a person sees is a sign from Heaven
realization and understanding that the whole world depends on that he too is smitten with this flaw, and now that he saw chilul

our accepting the Torah. Certainly, we ourselves and our lives Shabbos, it was clear to him that Heaven was hinting to him that
depend on it. Tzaddikim would cry very much in the Tefillah of there was a flaw in his honor of Shabbos. He examined his deeds and

‘Ahavah Rabbah’ of Shavuos and particularly with the words he did not find any desecration of Shabbos. This gave him no peace,
‘racheim aleinu v’sein belibeinu binah lehavin u’lehaskil lishmoa and he asked Hashem to have mercy on him and show him the flaw
lilmod u’lelameid lishmor v’la’asos ulekayeim es kol divrei talmud so he could do Teshuva. After Shabbos, as he got undressed, he
Torascha b’ahavah’ — ‘Have mercy on us, instill understanding in heard the tinkle of a coin falling out of his pocket, and he
our hearts to understand and elucidate, to listen, learn, teach, immediately understood and saw the chilul Shabbos. Since Purim
safeguard, perform, and fulfill all the words of Your Torah’s was on Friday, and he was already wearing his Shabbos clothes and
teaching with love’, and if we consider that the entire world is the Mishna says that a person must check his clothes on Erev
dependent on receiving the Torah and our study of the Torah, Shabbos, and he carried out something ‘muktza’ but he forgot about
obviously, we too would cry... the coin in his pocket. Now he saw the sign from Heaven, he was
- TivHaMoadim - Shavuos pleased, and he did Teshuva. DY
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Bamidbar 5779
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

Yaakov Avinu’s Profound Reason for Instructing His Sons to Transport His Bed
According to the Order of the Tribal Divisions Surrounding the Mishkan

In this week’s parsha, parshas Bamidbar, the four banners
that flew gloriously over the encampments of the twelve
shevatim of Yisrael in the desert are described. They separated
the shevatim into four distinct groups, both while they were
camped around the Mishkan and while they travelled from place
to place in the midbar. As it is written (Bamidbar 2, 2): w"
mame Ty YR 2°30 Tam YR 13 1A an1as neav nimiRe at Yy—
each man at his flag according to the signs of their fathers’
house, at a distance surrounding the Tent of Meeting (Ohel
Moed) shall they encamp.

The Torah proceeds to depict the order of the four banners
and their divisions: (1) The first banner, to the east, was the
banner of the division of Yehudah; they were accompanied by
Yissachar and Zevulun. (2) The second banner, to the south, was
the banner of the division of Reuven; they were accompanied
by Shimon and Gad. (3) The third banner, to the west, was the
banner of the division of Ephraim; they were accompanied by
Menashe and Binyamin. (4) The fourth banner, to the north,
was the banner of the division of Dan; they were accompanied
by Asher and Naphtali. It behooves us to explore the deeper
significance of these banners and divisions.

The Order of the Banners Corresponded to the
Order of Yaakov Avinu’s Burial Procession

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by referring to
Rashi’s commentary. He teaches us that the arrangement of the
banners corresponded to the arrangement of the shevatim when
they transported Yaakov Avinu’s bed after his passing away: By
the sign which their father Yaakov passed on to them when
they carried him from Egypt... Yehudah and Yissaschar and
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Zevulun were instructed to be on his eastern side, Reuven
and Shimon and Gad on the southern side etc., as it is stated
in the Midrash Tanchuma on this parsha.

This fascinating topic is described at length in the Midrash
Tanchuma (Bamidbar 12):

SN NN PTY1aYT IRy sy RYN (3-19 219R) 21097 1R 11,1917 Y wIR”
LINIRG AT TN a1, IR 213 1A 192 DY wN ROR Y e o RY
oY *naswt (Y- NWWRA3) 17135 9N, BT TR 1R 3P TURIY Ywa ROR
151 713531 RT3 IR YYD 1Y 18R, 117181 19731 1712 Yo By e .on1an
(2°-2 OW) 2NN RIT 19107810 1A TN KDT N0 R DTR P XY MN
L. TVID FIEAIN 1923 TNIN IR BN WRS 19 1 113 1wy

T2INT 19T 1 A0 1P 11T 9w T 0D AN DT N
WIRT OYMANR 1710 1A 1 1P ST AWRT 1T .01 1A AP0 1A TR
25 1130 15 Pivny Povx BN Ton R b, e DR qee .anynn 1a apne
RY Doa1pi om DY IR AN 1w a1 1R AR REYY prnyw e e U
7apn ,DONR TTPRY QWD YNU AN DRIPYT 10 TWYN OX1.NN Y N RY?
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When Yaakov Avinu passed from this world, he blessed each
of his sons and gave them specific instructions regarding how
they were to carry him to the Land of Canaan. He emphasized
that they do so with reverence and respect and that no one
touch his bier—especially none of the Egyptians ... He specified
which three sons were to stand on the eastern side, which three
on the southern side, which three on the northern side and
which three on the western side. Yosef was not to carry the bier,
since it was not fitting for a king to do so; Levi was also not
to carry the bier, since his tribe was destined to carry the holy
Ark—and it was certainly not fitting for the future bearers of
the sacred, eternal Ark to carry the casket of a corpse. (Ephraim
and Menashe completed the count of twelve in place of Yosef
and Levi.) Yaakov promised them that in return for fulfilling
his instructions, HKB”H would rest His Presence upon them in
similar divisions, in the future.

They honored his commands and HKB”H fulfilled the promise.
Moshe, however, feared that these divisions would stir up
controversy. HKB”H told Moshe not to concern himself with such
worries; each tribe will know and recognize its proper position
based on their father’s instructions. I have not instituted anything
new for them in this matter—their positions are in accordance
with the way they surrounded Yaakov’s bier; they will surround
the Mishkan in a similar fashion.

Thus, we have learned an astonishing fact from this Midrash.
Throughout the years of their lengthy sojourn in the midbar—
from the time that the Mishkan was built—Yisrael always travelled
and camped in four divisions, beneath four banners. This was
the very same pattern and order they adopted while transporting
Yaakov Avinu’s bier. Furthermore, we learn a tremendous
chiddush from the Midrash. The shevatim merited their banners
and divisions in the midbar in the merit of transporting Yaakov’s
bier in this specific formation. For, Yaakov promised them: If
you will do this, and carry my bed as I command you, HKB"H
is destined to dwell with you in an array of banners. We
must endeavor to explain the intimate connection between the
procession with Yaakov Avinu’s bed to his burial spot in Eretz
Yisrael to Yisrael’s banners and divisions in the midbar.

The Four Banners Correspond
to the Four Camps of the Shechinah

[ had a wonderful idea concerning this matter. Our blessed
sages teach us that Yisrael desired the banners after seeing the

— - — = _—
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malachim arranged according to banners, when they descended
with HKB”H on Har Sinai at Matan Torah. The Midrash explains
(Bamidbar Rabbah 2, 3):

TRRIY ,B7RY!A T n1aan 275 Ty 17 00 a0 by nrapn iy nyws”
oA @A oIwyY OIS 1ML INAW "ADR DUN131 DOPYR 251 (M-no pYvnn)
D97 DMWY DY TRIW JNIN IR 1190 ,113590 1T (-1 D2 W) RNy
N1 191... 177105 29T 2OWYa 1IN 19 ORTINR 198,009 DINAn 1vrnm avat
S7awn oy AR L[DaT wephr owat] a1 gnyeea e (-5 2YYnn) anIN
b5 11 KU (W) 0o nibRYR KRYnn vARY 09 ,00aT Mwys oneRn
YA BRIN WY T, wnY 9aN1 IRAwS RN e Yo 1o enRen
JTIRPAY 11D

At the time of the Revelation at Sinai, two hundred and
twenty thousand malachim descended with HKB”H arranged
according to divisions and banners. Upon witnessing this
magnificent display, Yisrael yearned to have similar divisions.
HKB”H agreed to grant their request and immediately informed
Moshe to make the arrangements for the divisions and banners

that they requested.

Elsewhere, the Midrash provides us with additional details.
It states that what they witnessed were the four groupings of
malachim surrounding the Kisei HaKavod—the Throne of Glory.
Here is an excerpt from the Midrash (ibid. 10):

DYORY1 1 INTSY 2270 75 AR ,095aT T 17191 NI T AP Naaw owd”
2219 TONRWHA RN .. J2INT 7225 117103 RO, 5RETT DRIINT DRE01 IR
B98N 1210 YRET LTI R1oYn Ta10 19aaYn URYNaa L 1ana R T

JustasHKB”Hcreatedfourdirectionsand,correspondingly,
four banners; so, too, did He surround His throne with four
malachim—Michael, Gavriel, Uriel and Rephael. Michael is
located on His right side, corresponding to Reuven . .. Uriel
is located on His left side, corresponding to Dan, in the north
. .. Gavriel is located in front of Him, corresponding to the
Kingship of Yehudah ... Rephael corresponds to Ephraim.

The matter can be better understood in light of the following
passage in the Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer (4):

1299 YRS MaTwRA tarta 1 ap v roYpn v vaRYa Sw nins e
RoYean A, 1aavR YRMIR S nrwtbw mann Rk Sy YRmaa S 1w mann
URYI BT RES DY 2w RIT,YRARD 77apn SW 1nowt  panRYn e bw

Four groups of ministering angels—“malachei hashareit—
attend and praise HKB”H: First, Michael on His right; second,
Gavriel on His left; third, Uriel in front of Him; fourth, Rephael
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behind Him; HKB”H’s Shechinah—His Divine Presence—rests in
the middle; He sits atop His lofty Throne.

This is the basis for the formula they instituted for us in
the “Krias Shema” that we recite prior to going to sleep: nwa”
JIRET MINRAT,IRMIN 22aDn URMAN TIRRYRT  TRDM MM DRI AER 1
"9 navow *wRa Sy1. In the name of Hashem, the G-d of Yisrael;
to My right is Michael; to My left is Gavriel; in front of Me
is Uriel; behind Me is Rephael; and above My head is the
divine Shechinah. This accurately reflects what we learned
in the Midrash. The four flags and divisions represent the four
groupings of malachim surrounding HKB”H, whilst He sits atop
the Kisei HaKavod.

The Shla hakadosh (Maseches Shevuos) finds a wonderful
allusion to this association between the heavenly and earthly
camps in the passuk (Tehillim 8, 2):
-"yann YsaHashem, our Lord, how mighty is Your Name

Y IR M NN

throughout the earth. Here, the malachim express their
enthusiastic reaction to the order of Yisrael’s divisions below
on earth—which are reminiscent of the four heavenly divisions
surrounding the Kisei HaKavod. For, the word =" consists
of the first letters of the four tribal leaders whose banners
represent each division: 12181 717 17 DME'N.

It is now incumbent upon us to explain the connection
between the three aspects of the banners and divisions: (1)
Yaakov Avinu’s request that his sons utilize the formation of
their future journeys in the midbar for his burial procession,
(2) HKB”H’s promise that in this merit, they will be deserving of
divisions in the midbar and (3) the Midrash’s explanation that the
four divisions and banners represent the four angelic groupings
surrounding HKB”H sitting atop His Kisei HaKavod.

The Neshamah of Yisrael Vanished while the
Neshamah of Yaakov Remained in His Body

I would like to propose an explanation based on an
important principle gleaned from the immaculate teachings
of the Alshich hakadosh in parshas Vayechi (Bereishis 47, 29):
" YRAwe M0 13p—the time approached for Yisrael to
die.
passing away of Yaakov Avinu. The passuk just quoted suggests

He addresses an apparent contradiction regarding the

that he actually died. This also seems to be the inference of
the following passuk (ibid. 48, 21): »=2ax a1t 391 YR Yxw? 218"
"nn—then Yisrael said to Yosef, “Behold, I am about to die.”

Shvilei Pincles

Yet, we draw a different conclusion from the passuk (ibid. 49,
33): "y DR qOR Y101 10Rn R 19930 §IOKR 113 NR D1 2pyr Yo —
when Yaakov finished instructing his sons, he drew his feet
onto the bed, he expired and was brought to his people.
Rashi comments: Dying is not mentioned regarding him.
Our Rabbis of blessed memory said that this implies that
(Ta’anis 5b) Yaakov Avinu did not die.

To reconcile this contradiction, he asserts that Yaakov Avinu
had two neshamos. The first neshamah was the neshamah of
Yaakov, which he was born with. As we know, he was named
Yaakov when he was born. However, he also possessed the
neshamah of Yisrael, which was a loftier neshamah. He earned
that neshamabh after fighting with and defeating Eisav’s guardian
angel. As we learn from the passuk (ibid. 32, 29): apy» XY 218"
"I31M1 RAWAR YT BAYN BY NPw 05 YR aR 0D Jaw Ty mx—he (the
malach) said, “Your name will no longer be Yaakov, but rather
Yisrael; for you have engaged the Divine and men and you

have triumphed.”

Accordingly, the Alshich hakadosh asserts that the loftier,
superior neshamah of Yisrael departed Yaakov’s body and
ascended to the heavenly realms; the neshamah of Yaakov, the
lower level neshamah, did not vacate his body. For this reason,
Chazal concluded: "nm 8% 17ax apy»—Yaakov Avinu did not
die. Hence, whenever the language of death is mentioned in
association with Yaakov Avinu, it is only in association with the
name Yisrael, but not the name Yaakov.

The Neshamos of Yisrael Are Carved Out
from beneath the Kisei HaKavod

As aloyal servant in the presence of his master, [ would like to
elaborate. We will refer to an elucidation in the Midrash (B.R. 68,
12) related to the passuk (Yeshayah 49, 3): nx,a8anK 73 1wx Yxw”
"moyn nppn Tow papeRw xim—Yisrael, in whom I take glory,”
you are the one whose image is engraved above. This teaches
us that the neshamah of Yisrael belonging to Yaakov Avinu is
etched in the Kisei HaKavod.

In line with our current discussion, we can begin to
comprehend what we learn from our sacred sefarim—that the
neshamos of Yisrael are hewn from beneath the Kisei HaKavod.
The source for this idea is found in the Zohar hakadosh (Tzav
29b): "1337 XE2 NN nn mmwan Yo, Let us explain.  Seeing
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as the neshamah of Yisrael belonging to Yaakov Avinu is etched
in the Kisei HaKavod; therefore, its branches, namely, all of the
neshamos of Yisrael, are also hewn from the Kisei HaKavod.

To obtain a clearer understanding of the subject, let us first
explain the significance of HKB”H sitting on His Kisei HaKavod,
as it is written (Yeshayah 6, 1): "Rw21 21 892 oy 2w i1 nx axaRr—I
saw the Lord sitting upon a high and lofty throne. Without a
doubt, this cannot be taken at face value. For, as we know, one of
the thirteen principles of emunah states explicitly: The Creator,
blessed is His name, is not a physical entity, and no physical
attributes can apply to Him, and there is nothing whatsoever
comparable to Him. That being the case, it does not really make
sense to say that HKB”H sits on His Throne of Glory.

Nevertheless, we can explain the matter based on a
fundamental principle related to the purpose of creation. The
source for this principle appears in the Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer (3):
1137 ,19RRT Y Even B AR R11EY wIn M TN apn yyrny
Sonb PoYpn oY 1R BRT, Y K1 DY TYnb mamm 1R N3 1R BN orasyn
n1oYn Y, 0o 1nR IR .Y 3931 BYIYE 11N PR, Yn Y 11180 K1 TN
Jm1svn sy PR oeeye 1Y prw HKB”H consulted with the Torah
as to the decision to create the world. She replied, “Master
of the Universe, if the King has no army and no multitude
of people, then what is he ruling over? And if there is no
people to praise the King, what glory does the King have?”
The Master of the Universe heard this and it pleased Him .
.. From this our sages concluded that any sovereignty that
does not have advisors is not a true sovereignty.

We can now explain the concept of HKB”H sitting upon His
Kisei HaKavod. We find the following passuk in the Megillah
(Esther 1, 2): awx misbn xos by wimwns gvan naws onn omea”
"mran jwiwa—in those days, when Achashveirosh sat on his
royal throne, which was in the capital city of Shushan. Rashi
comments: When the kingship became his. Similarly, when
HKB”H manifests himself as the King of the entire world, He
is described as sitting upon His royal throne. As it is written
(Tehillim 145, 13): =17 Y32 9nbwnm omby Y3 nisba gmsbn”
m1m—Your kingdom is a kingdom spanning all eternities,
and Your dominion is throughout every generation. It is
also written (ibid. 29, 10): "a>1% 7%n ' aw»"—Hashem sits
enthroned as King forever. Similarly, we recite in the tefilah
Nishmat: "swa1 21 892 Yy awrn 99nn"—the King, Who sits on a
high and lofty throne.

Shvilei Pinclhes

Now, Yaakov Avinu accepted upon himself the yoke of
the sovereignty of Heaven, when he recited Krias Shema
before passing away. Thus, he established this practice for his
descendants throughout the generations. As the Midrash (B.R.
98, 3) explains in relation to the passuk (Bereishis 49, 1): wapn”
"Yyaw AREY IR 191 1RD1 .apyY 13 wnwi—“assemble and listen,
sons of Yaakov”; from here they received Krias Shema. Thus,
it turns out that HKB"H, so to speak, sits upon His Throne of
Glory and reigns over the entire world in the merit of Yaakov
Avinu and the neshamos of all of Yisrael, who received the Torah
at Har Sinai; they establish Him as the King of the entire world
by observing the Torah and its mitzvos. Therefore, the image
of Yaakov Avinu is etched upon the Kisei HaKavod, and all the
neshamos of Yisrael are hewn from beneath the Kisei HaKavod.
For, the very fact that HKB”H sits on the Kisei HaKavod is due to
the fact that they accept HKB”H as their King.

Because of Your Affection
I Will Vacate the Heavenly Beis HaMikdash

Following this line of reasoning, we will proceed to explain
why the neshamah of Yaakov did not leave Yaakov but rather
remained in Olam HaZeh—prompting Chazal to proclaim
that “Yaakov Avinu did not die.” We learn in the Midrash
Tanchuma (Nasso 16): Nmw m1IRna 8910 AN 173pn R15W nywa”
".Be15ya weow s poannna 1191 19 From the moment of creation,
HKB”H desired to have a dwelling below among us—just as
He has in the heavenly realm. The Midrash explains that this
desire was satisfied when the Mishkan was erected and HKB”H
rested His Shechinah there, as it is written (Shemos 25, 8): 1wy’
"B51n3 *naswt wrpn *v—they shall make Me a Sanctuary, so that
I may dwell among them.

Thus, we can understand why HKB”H rested His Shechinah
in the Kodesh HaKodashim between the two keruvim atop the
Aron. As the Midrash Tanchuma (Vayakheil 7) explains, the Aron
below was aligned with the Kisei HaKavod above:

noya 1wy 11on AnRaw ,abyn Y T1a5 NS 71N Twyn K1 20an”
11197 11N on S wepnn nva Ta0 1on Ahyn S wepnw [ wepn n
9T DIPRA ATNSTPIWRTR 1R 7185 NDD RN Tyn w115t XD 1as
7215 15 KYR 1191 210 TR 79T 110 1 wepn i AP T uwepn ipn
11357 KOS

The function of the Aron is as dear as the Kisei HaKavod
above, as it states (Shemos 15, 17): “Your dwelling-place that
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You, Hashem, have made; a Mikdash etc.” And the Aron is
aligned with the Kisei HaKavod, as it states (Yirmiyah 17, 12):
“Like the Kisei HaKavod, primevally exalted, is the place of
our Mikdash.” And where was the location of our Mikdash?
Thatis the implication of the words: “That You, Hashem, have
made—a Mikdash, Hashem, that Your hands established.”
Do not read the word as 115w, but rather as "maw, implying
that it is aligned with the Kisei HaKavod. (Translator’s Note:
[ believe the Midrash deduces two things from the words 11517
mnawY; firstly, that the earthly Mikdash and heavenly Mikdash are
aligned with one another, since the word "msn” means “aligned
with”; secondly, that the Aron is specifically aligned with the
place where He sits—namely, the Kisei HaKavod; this is implied
by the word ™naw>".)

Elsewhere in the Midrash Tanchuma (Nasso 11), we find
another fascinating statement. It asserts that HKB”H, so to speak,
vacates the Kisei HaKavod in the Beis HaMikdash up above and
descends to dwell upon the Aron—which, as we have learned, is
aligned with the Kisei HaKavod—in the Beis HaMikdash down
below. When HKB”H instructs Moshe to have them build Him a
Mishkan, He tells Moshe that His Mikdash is already built above and
has been there from the beginning of time; that is where His Kisei
HaKavod is located. Yet, due to Yisrael's affection, He will vacate
the heavenly Beis HaMikdash—that existed before the world was
created—and will descend to dwell among Bnei Yisrael.

The Middle Bar between the Beams
Represents Yaakov

We can now explain why the neshamah of Yaakov did not
leave his body, as insinuated by the statement: "nmn &% 12738 apy»"—
Yaakov Avinu did not die. We have learned that the neshamah
of Yisrael did leave him, and it is etched into the Kisei HaKavod
above. For, HKB”H sits on that majestic throne, because Yaakov
and his descendants, the people of Yisrael, have made Him their
King. In similar fashion, HKB”H sits on the Aron in the Kodesh
HaKodashim in the Mishkan, because the neshamah of Yaakov
that remained down below, together with his children, the people
of Yisrael, have made Him their King in Olam HaZeh.

This accords magnificently with Rashbi’s elucidation in the
Zohar hakadosh (Terumah 175b): (ma-13 mmnw) ,pipnw 27 s’
RWITP 3PP NI KT AR YR AXPR 1M MUM20 0WApn TN NNt maam
"snvw—Rabbi Shimon said: The passuk (Shemos 26, 28):

Shvilei Pinclhes

“The middle bar between the beams will extend from one
end to the other” refers to Yaakov, the perfect, holy one. Let
us explain this statement in keeping with our current discussion.
As explained, HKB”H sits on the Kisei HaKavod above in the merit
of the neshamabh of Yisrael; and He rests upon the keruvim on top
of the Aron in the merit of the neshamah of Yaakov.

Now, this explains very nicely why HKB”H commanded the
twelve shevatim to arrange themselves around the Ohel Moed
in the same arrangement as the four banners and divisions,
which corresponded to the four divisions of malachim
Since HKB”H rested His
Shechinah on the Aron in the Mishkan that was aligned with

surrounding the Kisei HaKavod.

the Kisei HaKavod above, it was only fitting that it also be
surrounded by four divisions.

This illuminates for us, as well, Yaakov’s rationale for
instructing his sons to transport his bier from Mitzrayim to
Eretz Yisrael in the same formation—the formation of the
banners and divisions that they would employ in the midbar.
He wished to instill in them what we have learned from the
Alshich hakadosh—that the original neshamah that Yaakov was
born with never left him. It was as if he expired temporarily
or fainted, but all of his faculties, his spirit and his neshamah
remained intact within him.

Therefore, he wanted the shevatim to adopt the formation of
their future divisions in the midbar while transporting him from
Mitzrayim to Eretz Yisrael. Thus, they would perform a symbolic
gesture that would merit them the dwelling of the Shechinah
in the Mishkan, in the merit of the neshamah of Yaakov that
remained down below. This would replicate the situation in
the heavens above—where HKB"H sits on His Throne of Glory,
surrounded by the four divisions of the Shechinah, in the merit of
the neshamah of Yisrael. This was the message Yaakov conveyed
to his sons: “If you do this, and you transport my bier as I have
commanded you, HKB”H is destined to dwell among you in
an array of divisions (banners).”

The Magnificent Connection
between the Three Plies

At this point, it is with great pleasure that we can explain the
connection between the three facets of the banners: (1) Yaakov
Avinu’s request that the holy shevatim adopt the formation
of their future journeys to transport him to his burial, (2) his
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promise that in this merit, they would merit the divisions and
banners in the midbar and (3) the teaching in the Midrash that
the four divisions corresponded to the four divisions of the

Shechinah surrounding HKB”H sitting on His Kisei HaKavod.

Clearly, all three of these aspects of the divisions and banners
complement each other and are interrelated. In the merit of the
neshamah of Yaakov that remained below, HKB”H rested His
Shechinah in the Mishkan, surrounded by the four divisions of
the twelve shevatim of Yisrael. This replicated Him sitting on His
Kisei HaKavod surrounded by four divisions of the Shechinah, in
the merit of the neshamabh of Yisrael, which was engraved on the
Kisei HaKavod.

This exemplifies that which is written (Koheles 4, 12): winnr’
"on1 iz Ky whwan—and the three-ply cord will not be
severed easily. The three-ply cord exists and endures even in
galus, in the absence of a Beis HaMikdash. The Gemara (Megillah
29a) articulates this point by expounding on the passuk
(Yechezkel 11, 16): n1oas *ns 1) prixe 131 78K uyn wrpny ony nsry
"9aaaw mwata na1—“Yet, I have been for them a ‘Mikdash
miat’ (a miniature Sanctuary).” Rabbi Yitzchak said: These
are the synagogues and study halls in Bavel. Because HKB"H
rests His Shechinah there just as He did in the Mishkan, in the
merit of the neshamah of Yaakov that remained below and in the
merit of the neshamos of Yisrael, divided up into four divisions,

consistent with the arrangement of their banners.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Chag HaShavuos 5779
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“Grab onto My Kisei HaKavod and respond to them”

By Serving Hashem Yisrael Influence the Dinor River which Is
Filled by the Sweat of the Holy Chayos Carrying the Kisei HaKavod

In honor of Shavuos, which approaches auspiciously, let us
examine a subject pertaining to “zman matan toraseinu” — the
events surrounding the giving of the Torah. Our blessed sages
teach us that when Moshe Rabeinu ascended to the heavens to
receive the Torah on behalf of Yisrael, a vehement argument
ensued with the ministering angels. The malachim argued: nn"
"11°12 nwR MY — what is a mere mortal doing up here amongst
us? It is more appropriate to give us the Torah rather than to a
lowly creature of flesh and blood.

In the midst of this heated confrontation, HKB”H instructed
Moshe to respond to the malachim; however, Moshe feared that
they would incinerate him with the vapors emitted from their
mouths. Finally, HKB”H promised to protect him by saying: 1inx"
"na1wn 1% MM >1120 xooa — grab hold of My Kisei HaKavod
and supply them with an answer. Here is the dialogue that
ensued between Moshe Rabeinu and the “malachei hashareis”
as depicted by the Gemara (Shabbas 88b):

oY1y Yw 11121,0"apn "199 Nwn ’aRYNn 191K ,0171nY nwn nYyw nywa”
ATIAW AT13 ATIAN 1°1DY 190K LKA 771N YapY 1Y 8K 10103 QUK 71909 Nn
MY wpan ANR 0YIYa X121W 0P N1IT APAIN D°YaWT NINn ywn 1Y
MW IR AR PNTXR 'A,1TPON D OTX 121 11719TN D WX nn 0T way
,N21WAN 10 °1NA AwnY 0"apn 1Y TR .ovnwn Yy 970 Nan TWR,YIRA 953
TINR 19 9K ,07752W Y202 P11DTW? RAW 71X R12NN 091 YW 11127 17109 1R
...121WAN 0% TN 77120 XOD2

PPYXR "1 701X ,N3 2°n5 An 0 1N ANRW 2710 091Y YW 137,109 R
7710 ,BNTAYNWA AYIDY ,ANTY O2I¥NY 1Y 1K 078N YIND PARKIN TWR
W? AXIP ,21aN RY AR RY AN RY ,73 2°ND An 21w ...05Y XAN nnY
IR AR OIR N OAnRaw ,n"apnd 1Y 1min TR .ao%17a W pan X’ 0000
."2°n5 XY @AW S 970 1IN 19K, 78D 991 hw

When Moshe ascended to the heights, the ministering
What is
someone born of a woman doing amongst us?” He replied,

angels said to HKB"H, “Master of the Universe!
“He has come to receive the Torah.” They said to Him,
“The coveted treasure that was stored by You for nine
hundred and seventy-four generations before the world
was created! You intend to give it to flesh and blood?!
(Tehillim 8, 5) What is a mortal that You should remember
him or the son of man that You should recall him? (ibid. 2)
Hashem, our Lord, how grand is Your name in all the earth
that You bestow Your glory upon the heavens.” HKB”H said
to Moshe, “Give them an answer.” Moshe said before Him,
“Master of the Universe, I fear lest they burn me with the
breath in their mouths.” HKB”H said to him, “Take hold of
My Kisei HaKavod and respond to them” ...

Moshe said to Him, “Master of the Universe, what is
written in the Torah that You are giving me? (Shemos 20,
2) “I am Hashem, your G-d, who took you out of Eretz
Mitzrayim.” Addressing the malachim, he said, “Did you
descend to Mitzrayim? Were you enslaved by Pharaoh?
Why should you have the Torah?” ... “What else is written
in it?” (Shemos 20, 13) “You shall not murder; you shall
not commit adultery; you shall not steal.” Addressing the
malachim, he said, “Is there envy among you? Is there a
yetzer hara among you?” Immediately, they conceded to
HKB"H, as it is said (Tehillim 8, 10): “Hashem, our Master,
how grand is Your name throughout the land! Now, it is not
written: “Bestow Your glory upon the heavens.”
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HKB”H Was Advising Moshe to Reveal
the Amazing Power of Teshuvah

To avoid being incinerated by the vapors coming from the
mouths of the malachim, HKB”H advises Moshe: 1125 xo2a rinx"
"na1wn 0% mmmm—grab onto My Kisei HaKavod and provide
them with a “teshuvah.” At first glance, this entire scenario is
surprisingly surreal. Clearly, HKB”H did not want the malachei
hashareis to harm Moshe, His loyal servant. So, why was it
necessary for Moshe to grab hold of the Throne of Glory? There
is no way that the malachim would have dared harm him!

We find a wonderful explanation in the writings of the Shela
hakadosh (Maseches Shevuos). He explains that the malachim’s
argument: “What is a mortal that You should remember him?”
insinuates that human beings do not deserve the Torah, because

they are influenced by the yetzer hara and are liable to sin.

To which HKB”H instructs Moshe to explain to the malachim
that a tikun exists for the sinner; he need merely perform
teshuvah, which reaches all the way up to the Kisei HaKavod.
This fact is expressed unequivocally in the Gemara (Yoma 86a):
"112530 RO5 7Y nyanw navwn 1" —the power of teshuvah is so
great that it reaches up to the Kisei HaKavod. This then is
the implication of HKB”H’s advice to Moshe: “Grab onto My
Kisei HaKavod and provide them with a “teshuvah.” Here,
the word “teshuvah” does not merely mean provide them with
an answer; it implies that Moshe should reveal to the malachim
the amazing power of teshuvah. When Yisrael perform
teshuvah, they can rectify all wrongdoing; for, as we learn from
the Gemara, teshuvah ascends to the Kisei HaKavod.

The Secret of the River Dinor that Falls upon
the Heads of the Reshaim in Gehinom

As aloyal servant in the presence of his master, I would like
to elaborate further on this explanation regarding the profound
intent of HKB”H’s remark to Moshe Rabeinu: “Grab onto My
Kisei HaKavod and provide them with a “teshuvah.” We will
refer to what we have learned in the Gemara (Chagigah 13b).
The Gemara expounds on the passuk (Daniel 7, 10): m1r7 2m"
"1 °nmTp 1 pon T—a river of fire was flowing forth before
Him, i.e. from before the Kisei HaKavod. This prompts the
Gemara to ask: "p>o11>°nn"—where does it originate from?—
i.e. what is the source of this river of fire?

Shvilei Pinches

The Gemara answers: "nrn Yw Ny m"—from the sweat of
the “Chayos.” There is a prestigious group of heavenly angels
known as “Chayos hakodesh” — which literally means “beasts
of the holy realm.” This name reflects the fact that they were
created in the images of beasts — a lion, an ox, an eagle and a
cherub; they were assigned the prestigious task of carrying the
Kisei HaKavod upon which HKB”H sits, so to speak. Due to their
immense fear of HKB”H, they would perspire; their perspiration
formed the river of fire—“nahar dinor.”

Next, the Gemara inquires: "72w 19°n71" — where does the
stream of fire empty? Dpw1 WK1 HP ,27 MK 17210 12 ®KIVIT 27 MR
"n1n12 — Rav Zutra the son of Tuvia said in the name of Rav:
Upon the heads of the wicked in Gehinnom. We learn from
this Gemara that the fire of Gehinnom emanates from the sweat
of the “Chayos hakodesh” who bear the Throne of Glory.

The divine kabbalist, the Rama of Pano, in his work Asarah
Maamarot, reveals to us the connection between the fire of
Gehinnom and the sweat of the “Chayos hakodesh.” Although
it may appear as if the “Chayos hakodesh” are transporting
the Kisei HaKavod; in truth, that is not the case. The Kisei
HaKavod is, in fact, carrying them. This phenomenon is actually
described in the piyut for the Mussaf service on Rosh HaShanah,
in the kedushah of Keter:
they appear to be carrying, but they are being carried along
with the Throne.

"RDD OY NIXKIW1 O NIRWI NIk —

Actually, the Throne only carries its carriers whilst Yisrael
are properly serving Hashem and pleasing Him. When, however,
they are not serving Hashem properly, chas v’shalom, and there
are many wicked people among them, they cause significant
distress and turmoil above. This latter scenario is depicted by
the passuk (Devarim 32, 18): "991nn %"x nown >wn 9719 X" —
you ignored the Rock Who gave birth to you, and forgot G-d
Who brought you forth. Rashi comments: When He comes
to do good to you, you anger Him and weaken His resolve to
do good on your behalf.

Due to HKB”H’s distress whilst sitting atop the Kisei
HaKavod, the Throne no longer carries its carriers. In fact,
just the opposite is true; it becomes a heavier burden for the
“Chayos hakodesh.” The increased burden causes them to toil
and expend more effort, causing them to perspire. As we have

learned, their perspiration forms the “nahar dinor,” the river of
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fire. Seeing as this perspiration is a result of the wicked people’s
actions below--transgressions which increase the burden of the
Throne upon its heavenly bearers—it is only fitting, measure
for measure, that this sweat is emptied out on the heads of
the wicked in Gehinnom. This is the gist of the Rama of Pano’s

revealing insight.

The Neshamos of Yisrael Are Carved Out
from beneath the Kisei HaKavod

Let us add a tantalizing thought to achieve a better
understanding of the insight from the Rama of Pano. We
explained last week, in the essay for parshas Bamidbar, the
significance of HKB”H sitting on His Kisei HaKavod. It is written
(Yeshayah 6, 1): "xwi11 p1 803 Yp 2wy 'n nx nxx1"—I saw Hashem
sitting upon a high and lofty throne. The concept of sitting
upon the Kisei HaKavod represents a king sitting upon his royal
throne. This is evident from the passuk (Esther 1, 2): onna"
"n7°an JWIWa TWR 1M19YR X0 Y WIMwnX 19nn naws nann—in those
days, when Achashveirosh sat on his royal throne, which
was in the capital city of Shushan. Rashi comments: When
the kingship became his.

Now, our sacred sources teach us that the purpose of
creation was for HKB”H to be called King. The source for this
notion is found in the Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer (3). Seeing as there
cannot be a king without a people, HKB”H only became King,
for all practical purposes, when Yisrael accepted the Torah
and its Mitzvos at Har Sinai. We express this fact in tefilas
Arvis as follows: "on9py 192°p 11%172 1m99m1"—they accepted His
Sovereignty over them willingly. Thus, HKB”H sitting upon
His Kisei HaKavod indicates that He is our King sitting upon His
royal throne, as it is written (ibid. 29, 10): "g%1¥% 9%n 'n awn"—
Hashem sits enthroned as King forever. Similarly, we recite
in the tefilah Nishmat: "xwn p1 xo3 %» awrn 99nn"—the King,
Who sits on a high and lofty throne.

Based on this idea, we explained why the neshamos of
Yisrael are hewn from beneath the Kisei HaKavod, as it states
in the Zohar hakadosh (Tzav 29b): xos nnnn mma mmwan 93"
"maon. By accepting the Torah and fulfilling Hashem’s mitzvos,
as loyal subjects honoring their master’s will, they establish
HKB”H as King of the World. Thus, it turns out that the Kisei
HaKavod is supported by the neshamos of Yisrael, who choose
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HKB”H as their King. This empowers HKB”H, so to speak, to sit
atop His Kisei HaKavod and rule over the entire world.

This clarifies very nicely the insight of the Rama of Pano.
The shortcomings of the reshaim—who rebel against HKB"H’s
sovereignty by committing countless sins and iniquities—reach
the Kisei HaKavod. For, their negative behavior and actions
cause HKB”H, so to speak, to vacate the Kisei HaKavod and
abandon His position as King of the World. This makes the Kisei
HaKavod heavier to bear, causing the “Chayos hakodesh” to
exert more effort and sweat even more. Their sweat generates
the river of fire known as Nahar Dinor; it spills its contents on
the heads of the reshaim in Gehinom as their punishment for
sinning and causing this sequence of events.

By the Sweat of Your Brow
Shall You Eat Bread

This sacred idea of the Rama of Pano’s provides us with a
better understanding of HKB”H’s decree after Adam HaRishon
sinned by partaking of the Eitz HaDa’as (Bereishis 3, 19): ny>ra"
"nnTRN YR 721w 7Y onY Yorn Por—by the sweat of your brow
shall you eat bread until you return to the earth. Letusrefer
to the Midrash (B.R. 19, 7) related to the passuk (ibid. 8): “They
heard the sound of Hashem Elokim walking in the garden
toward the direction of the sun.” Going is not written here
but rather walking (hence, it is referring to Hashem and
not to the sound). This indicates that He jumped up and
ascended. Previously, the Shechinah dwelled primarily
with the inhabitants below; after Adam HaRishon sinned,
the Shechinah went to the first level of heaven.

As a consequence of the “cheit Eitz HaDa'as,” Adam
HaRishon and all of the neshamos contained within him caused
HKB”H tremendous anguish; hence, His Shechinah left the
earth. His anguish made the Kisei HaKavod a heavier burden
for the Chayos to bear. As a result of their increased labor, they
sweated profusely, and the river of fire was generated to punish
the reshaim. To make amends for his sinful act, Adam HaRishon
was punished “midah k'neged midah”—measure for measure:
"onY Yarn Pox ny 1a"—he would sweat in order to feed himself
and his family.

It is with great pleasure and delight that we will now
introduce a fascinating idea presented by Rabbi Chaim Vital,
ztz"l, in Sha’ar HaMitzvos (Vaeschanan) in the name of his
teacher, the Arizal:
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I witnessed my mentor exerting tremendous energy
while engaged in halachah to the point that he was sweating
profusely. I asked him why it was necessary to work so
hard. He replied that one must learn in depth to shatter
the klipos. They appear in the form of difficult questions
that prevent a person from understanding the halachah.

Therefore, it is imperative to go to great lengths and
to exert one’s energy while studying halachah. For this
reason, the Torah is referred to as “toshiyah,” because is
usurps a person’s strength, weakening the person who
engages in its study. [Translator’s note: the name “toshiyah”
derives from the Hebrew root meaning to weaken.] My teacher
would also say the same with regards to pilpul and delving
into the halachah. For, the purpose of the investigation is
to shatter the klipos that appear as difficult questions. For,
they are the cause of those difficult halachic questions,
making their answers comprehensible only with difficulty
and tremendous effort.

In keeping with our current discussion, we can propose
an explanation for the need to labor in the study of Torah to
the point of sweating. The difficult halachic questions were
generated by the klipos, who were generated by the “cheit
Eitz HaDa'as”; they prevent a person from achieving a good
understanding of the Torah and its principles. Furthermore,
due to that monumental sin, Adam HaRishon caused the Kisei
HaKavod to be a heavier burden for its bearers, causing them
to sweat profusely. Therefore, to rectify this situation and our
part in the sin, we must labor in the study of Torah, studying
it in depth to the degree that we sweat. Thus, we will shatter
the klipos.

At this point, it delights me to introduce an insight from
the Yismach Moshe (Beshalach).
two ways to fulfill the divine decree of: “By the sweat of

He writes that there are

your brow, you shall eat bread.” Firstly, there is the simple,
straightforward way; one must toil and sweat to earn a living
and feed oneself. Secondly, one must toil and sweat to achieve
a better understanding of the Torah, which is called “bread,” as
we find in the passuk (Mishlei 9, 5): ">»nnYamn% 155" —come and
partake of My bread.

Shvilei Pinclhes

Therefore, if a person fulfills the decree of Yaxn 75x ny>ra"”
"onY by sweating to attain the bread of Torah, the burden of his
livelihood is removed from him; he will no longer be required
to sweat to earn his bread. This phenomenon is expressed by
the Mishnah (Avos 3, 5): %1 1mn 1°ayn om0 %1y 1Yy Yapan 93"
"yax 777 Y11 maYn—all who accept upon themselves the yoke
of Torah, the yoke of government and the yoke of worldly
affairs are removed from him. As explained, this is man’s
tikun for Adam HaRishon causing the “Chayos hakodesh” to

sweat by eating from the Eitz HaDa’as.

The Incredible Power of Teshuvah

Based on the vital principle we have learned from the Rama
of Pano, we can better comprehend Chazal’s statement: n91712"
" PPYR 1Ty HRIWY 121w MRIW L T1390 RDD Ty nyanw nawn—the
power of teshuvah is so great that it reaches up to the Kisei
HaKavod, as it states (Hoshea 14, 2): “Return, O Yisrael,
unto Hashem, your G-d.” For, when a person commits a sin,
he causes the holy Shechinah anguish, which makes the Kisei
HaKavod more difficult for the “Chayos hakodesh” to bear.
Conversely, when a person performs teshuvah, he pleases the

Shechinah; as a result, the Kisei HaKavod carries its carriers.

This then is the interpretation of the statement: na1wn n171"
"1120n X2 7Y nyanw. The teshuvah a Jew performs is so powerful
that it affects the Kisei HaKavod. To prove this point, the
Mishnah cites the passuk: “Return, O Yisrael, unto Hashem,
your G-d.” In other words, a Jew’s teshuvah reaches Hashem,
his G-d. HKB”H, so to speak, receives additional strength due
to a Jew’s teshuvah, providing the Throne the power to carry
its carriers. This is the tremendous power of teshuvah and its
effect on the Kisei HaKavod.

This provides us with a very nice interpretation of the words
of the divine poet instituted for the kedushah of Shacharis on
Rosh HaShanah: "wx n1nirryaiwyr qwm”—and the fiery Chayos
will advocate on our behalf. In other words, the fiery “Chayos
hakodesh” that carry the Kisei HaKavod will defend us before
HKB”H sitting on His Throne of Glory. Seeing as they carry the
Kisei HaKavod, they are the beneficiaries of Yisrael’s teshuvah.
They sense the intensity and sincerity of that teshuvah by the
lightening of their sacred load.
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We have now achieved a better understanding of the
explanation of the Shela hakadosh. Let us review. HKB”H
instructed Moshe Rabeinu: “Grab onto My Kisei HaKavod and
respond to them.” He wanted Moshe to refute the argument of
the “malachei hashareis”: “What is a mortal that You should
remember him or the son of man that You should recall
him?” After all, man has a yetzer hara and is likely to sin. With
this argument, they intended to prove that they were superior
to Yisrael and worthier recipients of the Torah.

To which HKB”H said to Moshe: “Grab onto My Kisei
HaKavod and provide them with a ‘teshuvah.” Prove to
the malachim that the neshamos of Yisrael are intimately
connected to the Kisei HaKavod. For, their mitzvah of teshuvah
has a profound effect upon the Kisei HaKavod. If they sin,
chas v’shalom, the “Chayos hakodesh” must exert themselves
to carry the Kisei, causing them to sweat. If, however, they
perform teshuvah, the Chayos are carried by the Kisei. This
proves conclusively that the neshamos of Yisrael, that are hewn
from beneath the Kisei HaKavod, are superior to the “malachei
hashareis.” By electing HKB”H as their King, He sits majestically

upon the Kisei HaKavod.

The Reason the Neshamos of Tzaddikim
Bathe in the Nahar Dinor

Following this exalted line of reasoning, we will explain in
greater depth HKB”H’s directive to Moshe Rabeinu: “Grab onto
My Kisei HaKavod and respond to them.” We learned from
the Rama of Pano that the sweat of the “Chayos hakodesh” spills
on the heads of the reshaim in Gehinom, because due to their
transgressions, the Chayos are not transported by the Kisei
HaKavod. On the contrary, they are forced to exert themselves
to carry it, causing them to sweat profusely. With this in mind,
we must endeavor to explain a curious statement in the Zohar
hakadosh (Vayikra 16b).

in Gehinom by the waters of the Nahar Dinor; similarly, the

Just as the reshaim are punished

neshamos of the tzaddikim bathe in its waters and are purified
by them. What connection do the tzaddikim have with the
Nahar Dinor—the fiery river generated by the sweat of the
Chayos? After all, the tzaddikim make life much easier for the
“Chayos hakodesh,” eliminating the need for them to sweat. For,
their good deeds are pleasing to HKB”H; and, in their merit, the
Kisei HaKavod carries its carriers.

Shvilei Pinclhes

Thankfully, Hashem has opened my eyes and shown me how
to reconcile the words of the tzaddik, the Rama of Pano. We will
refer to the writings of the Bnei Yissaschar (Nissan 3, 9). He
explains that there are two distinct ways to serve the Almighty.
Firstly, there is "xwn nmay"; secondly, there is "ninn nmay". The
first type of service is mentioned in parshas Nasso in relation
to the sons of Kehat, who transported the Aron (Bamidbar 7, 9):
"IRW? aN53 0PYY WTIpn NT1aY °0 N1 XY nnp "1a91"—and to the sons
of Kehat he did not give, because the service of the holy is
upon them; they carry on the shoulder. The second type of
service is mentioned in parshas Korach (ibid. 18, 7): ninn nmay"
"ink—a service that is a gift. The Bnei Yissaschar explains the

nature of these two types of service as follows:

"Nwn nmay" is service characterized by “yirah.” The person
does not enjoy the exertion; he merely carries the burden of
the workload out of fear. Whereas "ninn nmay" is characterized
by “ahavah.” The person enjoys the exertion and the toil of the
service. Itis truly a gift from the Almighty. As the Gemara depicts
it, it is enjoying a taste of Gan Eden while still in Olam HaZeh.

Let us expand on his sacred explanation. The Gemara
(Sotah 35a) explains that the Aron containing the two luchos
carried its carriers. Accordingly, the sons of Kehat did not have
to exert themselves to transport the Aron. On the contrary,
the Aron carried them. Yet, due to their fervent desire to
serve Hashem, they tried to carry the Aron, even though it
was unnecessary to do so. This is the meaning of the passuk:
“Because the service of the holy is upon them; they carry
on the shoulder”—they exerted themselves, attempting to
carry the Aron on their shoulders.

We can now suggest, with the utmost reverence and love,
that, in truth, because of the tzaddikim—who serve Hashem
and act according to His will—the “Chayos hakodesh” do not
have to exert themselves to carry the Kisei HaKavod. Hence,
they do not sweat, because the Kisei carries its carriers. Yet,
when they see the great pleasure the tzaddikim derive from
serving Hashem--"ninn nmay"—it motivates them to exert
themselves and serve Hashem in a similar manner—“they
carry on their shoulder.” As a result of their efforts to carry
the Kisei HaKavod, they sweat profusely.
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This explains very nicely the fact that the tzaddikim bathe in
the waters of the Nahar Dinor to sanctify themselves, whereas
the reshaim are punished by the fiery waters of the Nahar
Dinor in Gehinom. For, there is the Nahar Dinor generated
by the sweat of the Chayos caused by the sins of the reshaim;
it causes the Kisei HaKavod to be a heavier burden upon its
bearers. That Nahar Dinor pours its contents on the heads of
the reshaim in Gehinom punishing them appropriately. On the
other hand, there is the Nahar Dinor that is generated by the
exertion of the Chayos, who were inspired by the tzaddikim;
they learned how to serve Hashem with awe and devotion.
[t is in this Nahar Dinor that the neshamos of the tzaddikim
immerse themselves to purify themselves. For, their sacred
service caused it to exist.

At this point, we can comprehend HKB”H’s directive to
Moshe:

Moshe to prove to the malachim that there are tzaddikim

"nawn 0% 1rm o1 xkoda 1Nk, He was instructing
among the people of Yisrael who are greater than the malachim.
In the words of the Gemara (Sanhedrin 93a): a1nv o'p>1x Do112"
"nwn oxvnn—tzaddikim are superior to the ministering
angels. This is evident from the fact that they have the
power to influence the “Chayos hakodesh” with their sacred
avodah. They inspire them to rise to a higher madreigah by
exerting themselves to carry the Kisei HaKavod in the sense
of "Rw’ qnoa"—carrying it on their shoulders even when it
is unnecessary. This proves conclusively that tzaddikim are

superior to the “malachei hashareis.”
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

K

Eida.

lal Yisroel is referred to in several different ways: K’hal, Eida,
and the more general B’nei Yisroel. Each one indicates a
specific aspect of Klal Yisroel. In this Parsha the Torah uses

The attribute Eida refers to Klal Yisroel when they are led by their
leader. When there is a leader, the entire “mass” of people moves
effortlessly, as one person. In an Eida, multiple people focus their
individual energies under the guidance of one person. There isn’t
anything more powerful.

This message is important for people who dedicate their energies
to the needs of the community, individual families, and even to a

group of friends. Sometimes a wrong decision, when it is done
together with the community, family, or a group of friends,
is more effective than a correct one, which is splintered
because everyone acts in a different direction.

The nature of people who want to be leaders is to believe that they
understand a specific challenge better than others. Even when this is
true, people should remember that, even if people’s growth is slowed
by being “forced” to work with others, working in unison with them
will give them the greatest amount of collective success. Klal Yisroel,
and the different “groups” within it, are at their highest point when
they are an Eida.

Effective Problem Solving in Six Steps

any people lament that, despite trying, they have been unable to
M consistently make effective decisions. In some cases, such as when

their personal bias gets in the way, they are not trying as hard as

they believe. Nevertheless, there are many times when even sincere
people lack the skills to make effective decisions.

People often fail because they are unaware that effective decision making
requires several components, all of which must be considered for the
decisions to be effective, because solving problems is often dependent on
what may appear to be trivial details. Those overlooked details will create
the framework, and the packaging, to make people's goals easier, and often
mean the difference between failure and success in whatever their goals are.

The fact that the overlooked details will create the
framework is very important. When people walk into
a room for the first time, or speak to a person for the
first time, the condition of the room and the dress of
the person are the “packaging” which places people
at ease or unnerves them. Depending on the effect of
the packaging, people will be more or less receptive to
what is being asked of them.The six steps mentioned
below will create the packaging to make people’s
problem-solving goals 50% easier and help them succeed, or more difficult
and cause them to fail.

This may seem daunting and, initially, it may be. However, with some practice,
most people will begin to subconsciously “check off” the six components
mentioned below.

| am “borrowing” these six steps from the Akeidas Yitzchok in Parshas Yisro.
Since this article is being distributed for the Yom Tov of Shavuos, it also serves
to highlight the Torah’s ability and mission to teach a) its laws and b) how
people can effectively live their lives. The Torah’s mission is not, as many
people may believe, to control people by telling them what they have to do

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

and what they are not allowed to do.

The Torah’s mission is to guide people, by telling them which
thoughts and behaviors will support healthy living, and which will
detract from it. Contrary to what people may believe, even the
parts of the Torah that teach laws are there to describe how to live
healthily.

| won’t be giving detailed examples, because these six points are universal
and self-explanatory.Any problem requiring a solution such as Sholom Bayis,
financial, friendships, etc. or just getting to the mechanic on time, can be
solved.

The six components are:

"&mtmrv to what fea}:le may
believe, even the parts af the
Torah that teach Laws are
there to describe how to live
[vmlthily. "

1) People should not implement their plan at
the first opportunity, but wait for the most
effective opportunity. Many people are desperate
to improve their situations, and look for the first
opportunity to implement their plans.They usually do
it

a) when the other person (e.g. their spouse) is still
angry

b) when the other person (e.g. their boss) is too busy to listen to them

c) when they will not have enough time to properly implement the plan
(e.g. the person to whom they are speaking has only ten minutes, and the
conversation may require significantly more time)

d) before the plan is completely thought through (they did not speak to the
people whom they wish to involve in the plan)

e) before they consider whether the person to whom they need to speak
is, for example, a morning person or a night person, or whether or not it’s
a working day.

If people do any of the above, they are rushing to fail. The need to wait for the
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most effective moment means waiting even if the situation may deteriorate.
Waiting may seem, in the short term, to be detrimental. In the long term, it
becomes clear that it is more effective to solve even a portion of a bigger
problem than to exacerbate a smaller one.

2) People should consider the best location to implement their
solution. People do not think enough about their environment. Is it better
to apply their plan in a busy, or empty, area? Is it better to implement it in the
other person’s territory, in their own territory, or in neutral territory? If the
solution requires a discussion, should it be by phone, in person, over food,
or while walking with the other person? The decision requires knowledge of
the other person’s habits and preferences, and may require research before
implementation.

3) Solving problems often requires the help of others. Many people
ask for assistance from people who they know from previous experiences
are not reliable, and/or lack common sense. Others may not have the time,
or may be biased. There can be many other reasons that an individual may
not be an effective intermediary. Nevertheless, in people’s desperate state,
they hope their chosen “messenger” will “come through”. Instead, people
should allow a problem to continue until they find the right person to act as
an intermediary.

Finding the right person may be a difficult challenge, and should not be
taken lightly. Even when the person is found, there is an art to properly
introducing the problem, describing the goal, the available resources, and the
time limitations. These are all necessary to make him/her into an effective
intermediary.

4) People should focus on the most effective approach. This requires
people to understand the real goal. Many people oversimplify a problem,

and only focus on solving the symptom. For example, a child may be having
a tantrum, and has to calm down. The child’s anger is only a symptom of
several possible problems, including emotional limitations, or a lack of many
life skills, that are taken for granted. Limiting the solution to calming the child
is not an effective approach, because it only solves today’s problem. Unless
this issue is dealt with, it does little for what may be the real problem, and a
lifetime challenge.

5) People should consider whether it is reasonable to believe
that they will succeed. | often remind people that “hope” should never
be considered when planning a solution; it should only be used when
implementing it. People should not consider a plan because “maybe it will
work”.Too often,“maybe” means that it probably will not work. Embracing a
plan which is not likely to succeed may cause people to become lazy,and not
search for the more difficult,and more effective, solution.

6) Even the most effective plan should not be considered if it will
cause people to act without dignity. If the solution will cause people to
act in non-becoming manners, they should allow the problem to continue
until they can find a more dignified solution. Sometimes the only way to
rectify an injustice may be by screaming at people. Nevertheless, screaming is
“paying too much” to solve the problem.The people will become resentful,
and become active adversaries of theirs. In addition, people who will observe
their undignified behavior will respect them less than they did previously.

Thinking things through before acting requires time and effort but it is well
worth it. Effective problem-solving techniques make complicated lives simple,

and will help people become more respected by their family and peers.

Wishing everyone a happy, and meaningful Yom Tov

Story from "Torah Tavlin™ By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman

efer Bamidbar begins with Hashem commanding Moshe Rabbeinu

to count the Jewish people; in essence, to conduct a census of the

entire nation. For this reason as well, Sefer Bamidbar is also referred

to as “Sefer HaPekudim” or “Numbers” as it is known in English.
Rashi comments that Hashem counts the Jewish people many times in the
Torah but not because He does not know their full amount, Chas V’Sholom.
Obviously, Hashem does not demand a census because He requires an exact
count. Rather; the act of counting is demanded because of the incredible
love Hashem has for us and He wishes to display this love by continuously
enumerating our ranks. The Ibn Ezra adds a short yet poignant comment:
Hashem only counts Bnei Yisroel, to the exclusion of the Erev Ray, those
people who joined our nation after the exodus from Egypt, since only Bnei
Yisroel are beloved in His eyes - not those rabble rousers who bring His
people to sin.

For centuries, a majority of Jerusalem’s population was Sephardic. One
of the most influential families was the Meyuchas family, which traced its
lineage in Jerusalem to the post-Spanish expulsion period of the late |5th
century. The great Chacham Raphael ben Shmuel Meyuchas ZT”L was born
in Jerusalem and later served as Rishon L'Tziyon (Sephardic Chief Rabbi)
from 1756 until his death in 1771. Chacham Raphael Meyuchas authored
numerous scholarly works and was highly respected by Jew and Arab alike.
He was a proponent of peace among all the factions living in the holy city
of Jerusalem at the time, and he even encouraged the small but entrenched
Karaite community to send their children to mainstream religious schools.
His intentions were pure as he hoped that by bringing this fringe group of
Jews (Karaites only believe in the Written Torah and not Torah shel Baal Peh,
including all the Rabbinical mitzvos) closer to true Torah Judaism, he could
influence them to embrace the proper path of observance - but alas, it was
to no avail.

During his tenure as Rishon L'Tziyon, the Arab overlords issued a harsh
decree forcing all the various Jewish kehillos to pay an exorbitant tax - an
impossible request even in the best of times. Jerusalemites were notoriously
poor and there was no way they would be able to come up with the sums
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being demanded. An emergency meeting was called and the large Karaite
synagogue was selected as the meeting place. All the heads of the Jerusalem
kehillos were invited to attend and discuss what options were available to
them. Chacham Raphael Meyuchas led the Sephardic delegation.

When the imposing figure of the Rishon L'Tziyon arrived, all those present
stood up in respect and watched as he entered the large synagogue doors
and made his way down the staircase to the floor of the main sanctuary.
Suddenly, Chacham Raphael’s feet seem to become entangled and he tripped
and fell down the remaining few steps. Everyone rushed to assist the rabbi and
thankfully he wasn’t hurt, but his attendants were suspicious and wondered
what could have made him fall so mysteriously. As the Chacham gingerly
made his way to his seat of honor, one of the attendants hung back and stuck
his hand under the steps, where he found soft dirt concealing an old book.
Curious, the man reached in and pulled out the book, which turned out to be
a copy of the Rambam'’s Sefer “Yad HaChazakah.” He held it up and showed
it to Chacham Raphael who determined that the Karaites had placed this
holy book into the dirt purposely to denigrate the works of the holy Tzaddik,
Rabbeinu Moshe ben Maimon ZT”L, and to ensure that every person who
walked down the steps would tread upon it. These wicked people despised
the Rambam and how he had codified all the laws of the Torah - the Written
and the Oral commandments - into one authoritative book, a book by which
Torah Jews live their lives.

Without further ado, Chacham Raphael stood up and stormed out of the
synagogue, slowing down just long enough to issue a curse that the Karaites
will never be allowed to join in with the rest of the Jewish people in the holy
city.

Approximately eighty years later, at a time when the Karaite community
of Jerusalem had shriveled in size with barely a minyan of families remaining,
a group of some twenty Karaites wished to move up to the city and
complement the tiny community. However, within days after their arrival,
a terrible epidemic broke out and wiped out the newcomers. The Karaites
never did have a minyan!
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT'L

Dovid Gurwitz
Sefer/ Parshas Bamidbar

Avrohom’s Connection to Bamidbar (Part II)

Remember the Haggadah Shel Pesach? It seems so long ago. This piece is being written post-
Pesach Sheini, when the matzoh 1 savored still tasted like it did on Pesach. Yet, it seemed odd
to eat it outside of Pesach.

We pointed out then that the gematria of Haggadah Shel Pesach is the same as that of
malchus. We sat on that holy night as kings, with cushions, and we leaned as we ate. We have
been on a long journey from the Seder, leaving Mitzrayim (literally meaning leaving our
limitations) through a process of self-development, over a period to last, as Rav Shamshon
Raphael Hirsch reminds us, seven times seven days, representing seven character traits.

The reality is that, at the beginning, we reached the end and came back to the beginning to
start over. How so? Chazal tell us that Hashem lifted us to the 49th level of kedushah on the
night of Pesach and then brought us back to start counting for ourselves. That is why we start
counting the Omer on the second day of Pesach.

We are soon to reach the Sefirah level of Malchus Shebemalchus, which we now need to work
towards, after 49 days. In effect, Hashem, in His great kindness, put us back to our own
starting point, for us to rebuild ourselves over these seven weeks, or Shavuos, to make
ourselves vessels to receive the gift of Torah. It is analogous to seeing the whole puzzle on a
puzzle box and then taking the pieces and starting to put them together to create the puzzle.

However, both the beginning and the end of this Omer period relate to both the first Ushpizin
on Sukkos, Avrohom Avinu, who brought the world to recognize the chessed of Hashem, and to
our seventh Ushpizin, Dovid Hamelech, who states in Tehillim, *Olam chessed yibaneh - The
world is built on chessed.”

It is interesting that the last three letters of these three words, olam chessed yibaneh, spell
the word middah, which, of course, just happens to have a value of 49. Therefore, according to
the middos count, we started counting with Chessed Shebechessed and we end with Malchus
Shebemalchus.

We pointed out, in fact, what the Bnei Yissoschor says, that the word Omer spelled out has a
value of 10 times chessed. The entire 49-day Omer count, then, is really a lesson in how to see
chessed as the foundation of the world. This gives us a good starting point as we approach
Shavuos.
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Malchus is normally considered the middah of Dovid Hamelech, who represents this character
trait. It actually receives from the other six traits.

Yet, there is a legacy of malchus that derives from Avrohom Avinu, whose middah is chessed,
the middah of giving. That chessed is actually the highest form of malchus, dignity, since it
places the dignity of others as a value.

At the Akeidah, Avrohom was prepared to make the ultimate offering, his son Yitzchak. (In
Lashon Kodesh, the term bincha, your son, has a gematria of 72, which equals the numerical
value of chessed.) When the angel called out, "Avrohom, Avrohom,” to him, we can see that
Avrohom had reached the level of malchus, of totally accepting Hashem’s running of the world.

How do we know? Avrohom Avrohom, together, 248 and 248, equals 496, which is the value of
malchus.

He had taken his chessed and gave that away, but he reached malchus. His corresponding
character trait, chessed, was introduced to a world which built the Tower of Bavel, or
confusion, and echoes what Rav Moshe Chaim Luzzato, the Ramchal - whose yahrtzeit is the
26th of Iyar, next week - describes as the reason for creation: our Creator’s desire to give.

Avrohom gave us the greatest gift that we can give to Hashem. It is the gift to give recognition
of Him in everything and try to act just as our Creator acts. That is the work of Rosh Hashanah
and why we read about Avrohom on Rosh Hashanah.

Rav Hirsch also points out regarding the word for father, abba, which is the root of the name
Avrohom that it is also the source of the word evyon, a poor man, since the essence of a father
is to give away everything he can for his children. It is not surprising, therefore, that the
expression betzelem Elokim, in the shadow of Hashem, also has the same gematria as
Avrohom, 248.

This week’s parsha, Bamidbar, literally meaning in the desert, also has a value of Avrohom,
248. The Chidah points out that, in fact, it was in the merit of Avrohom that we received the
gift of the Torah. Bamidbar is generally read before Shavuos. Bamidbar, the desert, also
alludes to the place where we were given the gift of Torah, in the desert. Part of the message
is that Torah is the force that we can use to change the desert around us to Betzelem Elokim.

Avrohom, as pointed out in Pirkei Avos, was one of five “possessions” that Hashem acquired
for Himself. The others are Torah, Heaven and Earth, Yisroel, and the Bais Hamikdosh.

Lech Lecha is also the value of 50 and 50, which are also the letters Nun and Nun. These
letters also form the beginning of what we said at Har Sinai, “Naaseh venishma.” That is also
another connection to Avrohom and Shavuos.

Both Avrohom and Dovid, whose yahrtzeit is on Shavuos, had much in common. Avrohom
arose early in the morning, as the Torah says, “Vayashkeim Avrohom baboker.” Dovid
Hamelech rarely slept his entire life. Since his life of seventy years was a gift from Adam, he
probably valued time more than anyone ever did.

We are certainly the only people to admit that on the highest day of Hashem’s revelation of the
Shechinah, we overslept. It is therefore helpful to keep in mind all of Dovid Hamelech’s
accomplishments as we approach Matan Torah.

It is also helpful to keep in mind Avrohom’s accomplishments as we approach Matan Torah.
They are equally incomprehensible. As we stay up on Shavuos, we should be empowered by
the malchus of Avrohom and Dovid.
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Parashas Bamidbar
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Take a census of the entire assembly of Bnei Yisrael. (1:2)

The Ramban (commentary to 1:45) explains that Hashem does
not simply instruct Moshe Rabbeinu and Aharon HaKohen to take a
count of the Jewish People. Had Hashem required a number, He would
have revealed it to them. Rather, Hashem commanded them: All of the
people should file past you with fear and trepidation (after all, Moshe
and Aharon comprised the nation’s leadership), and you will count
them. In other words, the task at hand was far more critical than
obtaining the number of Jews constituting the nation. The purpose of
the census was to convey a sense of importance to each and every
individual Jew.

No Jew should feel that he is merely a simple cog in a large
wheel: “I am one of many. What difference do | make in the large
scheme of things?” Thus, each person passed before Moshe and Aharon
and mentioned his name. These leaders would probably comment on
the name and briefly talk about his role in Klal Yisrael. The process did
not take more than a minute or two, but it forever changed the life of
the person, uplifting him and granting him a newfound sense of self-
worth.

Horav Tzvi Kushelevsky, Shlita, considers this to be the
obligation of a responsible, religious leader. He must see to it that he not
only looks after his own spiritual growth, but also ministers to the needs
of the wider community by developing a personal relationship with its
members. A Rosh Yeshivah must make certain that he is personally
invested in the lives of his talmidim, students, such that he knows their
individual strengths and weaknesses, seeking to maximise each
student’s individual potential. This sort of connection is critical to each
student’s growth as a ben Torah and as a human being.

The Midrash underscores that the word, se’u, which initiated
the command to count the nation, has a dual meaning. The word is used
in the dreams of the butler and the baker, which were interpreted by
Yosef HaTzaddik. In those situations, se’u means either to “promote” or
to “execute/kill.” Indeed, the butler was promoted, while the baker was
executed. The Rosh Yeshivah explains that with regard to the census and
every Jew’s opportunity to come face-to-face with the exalted
leadership of Klal Yisrael, the meaning achieves greater profundity. In
the context of the census the meaning of se’u is: Each person is granted
qualities, talents and strengths with which to succeed in life and
confront its challenges. If we harness those talents, we rise; we
“promote” ourselves (so to speak); otherwise, if we ignore our
capabilities, allowing them to stagnate while we go about our merry
way, we “perish”; we destroy our potential. By personal neglect, we can
destroy the person we were destined to be and could have succeeded in
becoming.

At the se’u, counting of the Jewish People, each person was
made cognisant of his calling in life and made acutely aware of his
talents to bring his mission to successful fruition. As the people stood
before the leaders of Klal Yisrael, after they had been made aware of
their G-d-given talents, they were challenged to define their goals and
aspirations for themselves: “Now that you know what you are capable of
achieving, what are you going to do about it?”

For a rebbe to be able to observe, notice and convey a
student’s talents and capabilities, the rebbe must represent greatness in
Torah and depth of character, in addition to total deference to his

students. Such a person is not only able to transmit the message — he is
a person whose word carries weight and will, thus, inspire the student.
In other words, the student trusts him, knowing that when his rebbe
says, “I am doing this only for you” — he means it. Horav Michel Yehudah
Lefkowitz, zl, Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivah LeTzeirim of Ponovezh possessed
such an uncanny ability. It was this rare combination of qualities that
made him one of the most beloved and respected Roshei Yeshivah of
our generation.

A distinguished mechanech, Torah educator, who was very
close to Rav Michel Yehudah, would discuss educational issues with him
to seek his sage counsel. One day, he shared an issue with Rav Michel
Yehudah, which this mechanech intimated was troubling him greatly.

“This time, my question does not involve chinuch,” the
mechanech began. “This issue is personal. For some time, | have felt that
while | am successful in reaching others, | am not personally growing
spiritually the way | should. | am very busy, so busy that | do not have
time for myself. Therefore, | have been considering taking a two-year
sabbatical from chinuch, so that | can learn all day and recharge my
spiritual battery. My menahel sanctioned my request, promising to hold
my job for me. Would the Rosh Yeshivah bless my endeavour?”

Rav Michel Yehudah looked at him pensively for a moment
and said, “Please ask someone else for a blessing.”

“Rebbe, but why? No one knows me better than the Rosh
Yeshivah. | come here on a regular basis to discuss my Torah/chinuch
issues. Why is this question any different than the others?”

“My dear talmid,” the Rosh Yeshivah said, “I have been in
chinuch for over sixty-five years. During this time, I never once thought
of myself. My thoughts are always focused on my students. If you have
begun focusing on yourself, then you must speak to a person who
understands (the psyche of) someone who thinks of himself.”

Perhaps we now have a window into the character of a gadol.
“Klal Yisrael comes first” is more than lip service, or a way to act. It is the
leitmotif of a true gadol; it is his life.
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For the sons of Yosef: For the sons of Ephraim. (1:32)

The Baal HaTurim notes the word livnei, for the sons of —
Ephraim. It should have said, I’Ephraim, for Ephraim, since Yosef was
the head of the shevet, tribe. He explains that the Degalim formation
(which is mentioned later in the parsha) coincided with the formation of
pallbearers (who were Yaakov Avinu’s sons) at Yaakov Avinu’s funeral.
Since Yosef did not participate in the actual carrying of his father’s coffin
he was not counted among the Degalim, Banners, representing each
tribe. (Due to his royal position as monarch, it was considered
undignified to carry the coffin along with everyone else.)The Banner is,
instead, listed under the names of his sons. The question is obvious:
Yosef certainly wanted to participate on equal keel with his brothers. He
surely wanted to carry his father’s aron, coffin. He was prevented due to
his position, which makes his exclusion an oneis, accident beyond his
control (as if one is forced to act -- or unable to act -- because
circumstances are out of his capacity to act). Is this a reason to disqualify
him from being listed on the Degalim?

The Alter, zI, m’Kelm, derives from here an important principle.
Concerning the rule of oneis Rachmana patrei, the Rachmana, Merciful
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One, Hashem, exempts one who sins because of coercion. (This rule is
applied to one who is compelled to sin due to an external coercive
element, rather than a lack of internal self-control.) Likewise, one who
fails to fulfil a mitzvah --after he has exhausted every possible effort to
fulfil the mitzvah or avoid its violation -- is exempt. Nonetheless, he has
not fulfilled the mitzvah. The Alter adds that this individual should be
filled with regret and sorrow, much like Moshe Rabbeinu when he was
informed that he was not entering Eretz Yisrael. What about all of the
mitzvos ha’teluyos ba’aretz, commandments that were dependent upon
the Land, as they could only be performed in Eretz Yisrael? Hashem
prevented him from entering the Land. This, however, did not stop him
from being depressed over losing the opportunity to perform these
mitzvos. Therefore, Yosef, albeit exempt from carrying his father’s coffin,
could not be included in the Degalim formation.

The Talmud (Meilah 17a) relates that Reuven ben Istrubli
shaved his head and his peyos in order to appear as a gentile, so that the
Caesar’s servant would not recognise that he was Jewish (and would
prevent him from meeting with the Caesar). His purpose in meeting with
the Caesar was to plead with him to rescind his decree to nullify the
observance of Shabbos, Bris Milah and family life. When he died, his
neshamah ascended to Gan Eden, where it was elevated to a high
spiritual plateau until it came to a room above which was written the
mitzvah of lo sakifu pe’as roshchem, “Do not round off the corners of
your forehead.” R’ Reuven asked, “Why? Whatever | did (cut off my
peyos) was to save Klal Yisrael. | risked my life.” Despite his sacrifice, at
the end of the day, he did not fulfil the mitzvah. He was exempt because
he was on a mission to save the Jewish People. Still, he had not fulfilled
the mitzvah.

Horav Yitzchak Zilberstein, Shlita, offers the rationale for this.
There are certain spiritual benefits/qualities that one is able to achieve
only through the execution of specific mitzvos. If one had a perfect
excuse, i.e., he was in the middle of performing another critical mitzvah,
or was absolutely unable to do so due to extenuating circumstances, he
has missed out on that mitzvah. Exemption from a mitzvah does not
replace that mitzvah. He is “present,” but “not present.”
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Nadav and Avihu died before Hashem. (3:4)

Noticeably, the Torah uses the word, va’yamas, “And (he)
died,” which is in the singular. The Torah should have written, vayamusu,
“And (they) died” in reference to the deaths of Nadav and Avihu. Simply,
it means that they died together in a similar manner. Thus, it refers to
their deaths in the singular. The Chida, z/ (quoted by Horav Reuven
Karlinstein, zl), quotes the Zohar HaKadosh Parashas Acharei Mos,
concerning the pasuk in Shemos (6:25), “And Elazar ben Aharon took for
himself from the daughters of Putiel as a wife and she bore to him
Pinchas; these were the leaders of the fathers of the Leviim, according to
their families.” The word eileh, “these (were the leaders),” refers to
Pinchas. Why does the Torah write “these” concerning one person? The
Zohar explains that when Nadav and Avihu died, their neshamos, souls,
passed over to Pinchas. Since Pinchas was bequeathed the neshamos of
his two uncles, he is listed in the plural. Thus, Pinchas is referred to both
as the son of Elazar and the son of Aharon (He was known as Pinchas
ben Elazar ben Aharon HaKohen, which really means that Elazar was the
son of Aharon HaKohen. It could, however, also be interpreted to mean
that Pinchas was the son of both Elazar and Aharon). Since Pinchas was
the recipient of the neshamos of Aharon’s two sons, he (Pinchas) can
conceivably be considered to be Aharon’s son.

The Zohar relates that Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Shimon bar
Yochai (author of the Zohar), asked his father why, indeed, did two
neshamos enter into the body of one person? (It is not as if there was a
shortage of people in whom to place the neshamos.) Rashi replied that
Nadav and Avihu were considered one person, since they had not
married. (Thus, they were considered as plag gufa, “half a body.”)

After all is said and done, the above is cloaked in esoteric
obscurity and far above the knowledge and understanding of the
average person. This is, however, what is stated in the Zohar. The
question that should be addressed is: Why Pinchas? Why, of all people
in whom these purest of pure neshamos could have been placed, was it
Pinchas who achieved the merit? Rav Karlinstein quotes the Chidushei
HaRim who explains, that although Chazal enumerate a fair number of
missteps attributed to Nadav and Avihu, at the top of the list (is the sin
of, Horu halachah bifnei Rabban; “They rendered a p’sak halachah in
front of their Rebbe, Moshe Rabbeinu.” This is considered a grave
infraction. When one’s rebbe is present, one may not adjudicate, offer
his own interpretation or render the halachah. It is considered to be
disrespectful and a rejection of the chain of halachic authority. Nadav
and Avihu brought an offering asher lo tzivah osam, “which they were
not commanded by Hashem.”

Veritably, Pinchas acted somewhat similarly. When Zimri
committed his moral outrage, everyone seemed to be in severe shock. It
was Pinchas who came forward and said to Moshe Rabbeinu, Mekublani
mimcha; “It has been accepted from you that one who cohabits with an
aramis, pagan/Aramean/gentile, kanain pog’in bo, zealous ones may
strike/kill him.” Pinchas initiated the statement but essentially he was
pushing Moshe to respond to the outage. Was this appropriate? Moshe
was the Rabban shel Kol Yisrael, the quintessential Rebbe of the Jewish
People. Did he require Pinchas’ advice/motivation in order to act?

The Chidushei HaRim explains that Pinchas’ action coincided
with halachah, since there had been a potential chillul Hashem,
desecration of Hashem’s Name, if someone had not taken immediate
action to quell the outrage. Chazal teach that when there is a chillul
Hashem — ein cholkin kavod I'rav, we do not render/concern ourselves
with the necessary honour due to a rav. Moshe took note of Pinchas’
“question” responding, Krayna d’agarta ihu lehevai parvanka; “The one
who reads the letter (proclaims the message) should deliver it (carry out
the message).”

Thus, Pinchas, with Zis act of moreh halachah bifnei rabo,
repaired the infraction which Nadav and Avihu created when they acted
without prior command. Since Pinchas was mesakein, repaired, their sin,
he was worthy of becoming the vessel to carry their holy neshamos.

We may supplement this exposition with the notion that the
act of kanaus, zealousness, is, by its very nature, to be carried out alone,
without prior direction or counsel. Pinchas went down in history as the
kanai par excellence. As the kenai of Klal Yisrael, Pinchas was the perfect
person to be the receptacle for the neshamos of Nadav and Avihu.

The Zohar HaKadosh teaches that Pinchas did not die. Pinchas
was Eliyahu HaNavi who went up to Heaven — alive. Since Pinchas was
the repository of the neshamos of Nadav and Avihu — they, too, did not
really die. How little we know and how much less we understand. At the
time of the conflagration that ended their mortal lives, it appeared to
the human eye (and, indeed, it is thus recorded in the Torah) that they
were victims of an epic tragedy. In truth, as we have just deduced, they
never died, their souls having transmigrated to Pinchas/Eliyahu, who will
herald Moshiach Tziddkeinu. How little we know.
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Those who encamped before the Mishkan to the front, before the Ohel
Moed to the east, were Moshe and Aharon and his sons. (3:38)

“Aharon’s sons” is a reference to his children, grandchildren
and their families. Chazal (Midrash Tanchuma 12) teach: “Fortunate is a
tzaddik, and fortunate is his neighbour.” Because the tribes of Yehudah,
Yissachar and Zevulun encamped on the east near Moshe Rabbeinu,
who was engaged in Torah study, they became great in Torah.
Conversely, “Woe is to the wicked, and woe to his neighbour.” The tribe
of Reuven encamped to the south near the Kehasim, which included the
family of Korach; therefore, many of the tribe of Reuven became
enmeshed in his rebellion against Hashem.
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Moshe’s life revolved around Torah study, as did the life of
Aharon HaKohen, as well as the lives of his children and grandchildren.
Simply, Chazal teach that living in the proximity of a Jew whose life
revolves around his involvement in Torah is most beneficial. It will
inspire him positively to study Torah and live an upright life. How did
they derive this inspiration? It does not say that Moshe -- or anyone else
-- studied Torah with them. All they did was merely observe these holy
individuals living a Torah life engrossed in Torah study. Whenever they
saw them, they were learning.

A similar observation may be noted from the Talmud (Bava
Basra 21a), Ki mitzion teitzei Torah, “From Tzion will go out Torah. Tosfos
quotes the Sifri, “Great is Maaser sheni (the second tithe) that it brings
one to study Torah. Apparently, the Jew was compelled to remain in the
holy city of Yerushalayim until he finished eating his Maaser sheni.
(Maaser sheni fruits must be brought down to Yerushalayim and eaten
there or exchanged for money with which one purchased food to be
eaten in Yerushalayim. In any event, the Jew who had Maaser sheni
perishables was directed to consume them in Yerushalayim.) During this
interval of time, he was availed the extraordinary benefit of observing
the Yerushalmi citizens engaged in Torah study and other holy
endeavours. This inspired him to emulate their actions by following suit,
both while he was there and when he returned home.

Horav Moshe Shmuel Shapiro, zl, posits that just
seeing/observing a holy man engaged in Torah study suffices to inspire a
person to himself study and grow in Torah. How is this? It is
understandable that if one engages in Torah study with a great scholar,
he would be inspired by his knowledge, passion and excitement for
learning. How does merely watching this scholar learning, seeing him
study, inspire the spectator to seek to emulate him?

| was reading excerpts from “The Life and Legacy of Rabbi
Shlomo Freifeld,” by Rabbi Yisroel Besser, when | came across the
author’s appreciation of the legendary Rosh Yeshivah’s love for every
Jew — regardless of background and level of religious persuasion. He
simply exuded love for every Jew. He had a special ability to peer into
the heart and mind of those who stood before him, because of his
profound non-judgmental love of everyone. Indeed, he would sit at the
head of the table, receiving people, listening to their stories guiding and
encouraging them. On the wall, among the many beautiful graphics,
hung a picture whose subject was rather incongruous: a silver key on a
black background.

Rav Shlomo explained the reason that he kept this picture in
such a prominent place — opposite his chair, where it would always be in
his line of sight: “All day, Yidden sit here. | keep this picture to remind
me that every Yiddishe neshamah, Jewish soul, has a key to unlock it.
Sometimes he only requires a cup of coffee; other times the situation
requires more — but there is a key to every Jewish soul.” This was the
secret of his unusual success in reaching so many Jewish souls. He was
able to connect with them, because he looked at them with heart. He
sought a way to unlock their souls. When one looks with insight at a
person who is learning Torah, he peers right into his heart and is
afforded a unique and powerful insight into the person.

When Rav Eliyahu Essas, one of the original Russian
Refuseniks, came to hear Rav Shlomo speak at a gathering in
Yerushalayim, he felt the Rosh VYeshivah’s penetrating gaze. He
remarked, “When | stood before Rav Shlomo, the Rosh Yeshivah’s eyes
suddenly welled up with tears. He rose and embraced me and held me
close. | had a sense that this Jew understood all of the suffering that |
had undergone in my life.” Rav Shlomo did not just look at him. He
looked into him, penetrating the very recesses of his psyche — all
because he cared. When one looks at a talmid chacham in such a
manner, he sees the passion, excitement and love with which the Torah
scholar studies Torah.

Rav Shlomo’s boundless love for every Jew was the result of
his unique vision, which permitted him to see deeper, beyond the
normal scope of what others would see. A distinguished lay person once
entered the bais hamedrash and Rav Shlomo pointed to a boy sitting on
a bench. “Do you see that boy?” he asked. “I do” was the person’s reply.

“Again, do you see him?” Once again, the person responded in
the affirmative.

“No, you do not really ‘see’ him. You see a long ponytail and a
ripped T-shirt... you are not seeing his neshamah!”

Looking at an object is different than looking into an object.
Some can look at a Torah scholar as he pores over the many sefarim on
his desk and remain uninspired, because they see only superficially.
Others will look with penetrating insight and see more than a scholar
studying. They will be moved by his total devotion to Torah, by his
intoxicating love, his animation and excitement as he delves deeper,
plumbing the depths of Torah erudition, every bit of knowledge a
precious jewel. We see what we want/expect to see. Open eyes with a
closed heart and closed mind will see the superficial. To see beyond the
periphery, one must look with an open heart and an open mind. Then,
what he sees will have sufficient meaning to inspire.

Va’ani Tefillah

ORXN 797R 972 71T nRR DN
Es tzemach David avdecha meheirah tzatzmiach.
May you speedily cause the outgrowth of David, Your servant, to sprout
forth.

Faith in Moshiach’s eventual arrival is a verity in which all
observant Jews believe. The issue that determines one’s spiritual
persona is his belief in the imminence/immediacy of his coming. Our
gedolim were known to prepare for his coming on a regular basis. The
Chafetz Chaim, zl, had a packed suitcase ready and waiting for the
moment that Moshiach was heralded. In fact, his wagon drivers -- with
whom he travelled from place to place -- related that when it came to
the Chafetz Chaim’s stop at which he was to get off, he instructed the
driver not to stop the wagon. Instead, the sage jumped off! He explained
that when Moshiach would arrive, he, being a Kohen, would serve in the
newly rebuilt Bais Hamikdash. Our Sages teach that Kohanim zerizin
heim, Kohanim are alacritous, moving through the avodah, Priestly
service, with great speed and precision. There was so much to do and so
many Jews waiting to be served, there was no other way. Apparently,
this, too, was part of their Priestly training. The Chafetz Chaim did not
want to miss out on any aspect of avodas Kohanim.

One must reiterate and constantly remember the words of the
Rambam (Hilchos Melachim 11:1), “Whoever does not believe in him
(Moshiach) or does not wait for his coming does not merely [by his
inaction] deny [the prophecies of] all of the other Neviim, prophets, but

[essentially] he denies the Torah and Moshe Rabbeinu.”
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Kinder Torah.

Parashas Bamidbar

"DJ

Your Number

(4
Sir how much do these potatoes

cost?”

“Three shekels per kilo.”

“How many potatoes are in this sack?”

“l don’t know young man. | sell the pota-
toes by weight, not number.”

“You don’t know how many potatoes
you have in these sacks?”

“Not really.”

“Can | ask you a personal question, sir?”
“Go right ahead, young man.”

“How many children do you have?”
“Eight.”

“You know how many children you
have, but you don’t know how many
potatoes you have?”

“Young man, there is a bit of a difference.
Every child is a person. A whole world.
Each one needs my person attention and
supervision to grow up to be a normal,
productive person. Potatoes are just pota-
toes. Although they are different shapes and
weights, we eat them all just the same.”

[C R R SR

(4
Take a census of the entire assembly

of the Children of Israel” (Bamidbar 1:2).
Hashem wanted a precise number. The
Keli Yakar explains that this number dis-
tinguishes the Jewish people. Things that
are numbered are important. Each Jew is
very important. So important, that he is
guided by hashgacha pratis (Hashem’s
personal supervision). The number ex-
presses that we are important enough to
warrant hashgacha pratis. The Ramban
stresses the same point when he explains
the word “tifkidu” — you shall count
(Bamidbar 1:3). This word illustrates that
Hashem remembers and supervises. As
the verse states, “Hashem pokad (re-
membered) Sara” [to grant her a child]
(Bereshis 21:1). A pikadon (from the same
root word) is an object that someone
watches and supervises for you. Hashem
is watching and supervising each Jew in-
leldualIy

: Kinderlach . . .

: Did you eat a delicious meal today? Chas-
dey Hashem (an act of kindness from

: Hashem). Did you do well on your test?

: Chasdey Hashem. Did Imma give you a

: big, warm, loving hug? Chasdey Hashem.

i Did you bang your toe? Chasdey Hashem.

: Did someone embarrass you? Chasdey

i Hashem. Why are the last two things

: chasdey Hashem? They are very unpleas-
i ant. Because Hashem is personally super-

: vising our lives. Everything that He does is :
i for the good. There are very good reasons i
: for even the unpleasant things. If you hear :

i news about unpleasant things happening
i to the Jewish people you must know that
3 it is all chasdey Hashem. He is taking care
%,of us, as He has for the past 3800 years.

Who is Supporting
Whom?

(4
The sons of Kehas shall come to carry

(the Aron Kodesh and kelim)” (Bamidbar
4:15). The avodah of the Bnei Kehas was
carrying the Aron Kodesh on their shoul-
ders when the nation traveled from place
to place (Bamidbar 7:9). The other parts
of the Mishkan were transported on
wagons. However, the Aron Kodesh, due
to its great holiness, was carried on the
shoulders of these Leviim. The Gemora
(Sota 35a) relates an awesome miracle
that occurred. The bearers of the Aron
never felt its great weight. They did not
carry it, rather it carried them! In the days
of Yehoshua, it even carried them across
the Jordan River (Yehoshua 4:18).

There is a beautiful drasha based upon

this Gemora. Talmidei Chachomim and
institutions of Torah learning are sup-
ported by generous donors who contrib-
ute money to pay for expenses. It appears
that the benefactors are supporting the
Torah, however, in reality; the Torah is
supporting its benefactors. The following
moving story dramatizes this point.

The residents of a certain small town in

Europe came to Rav Yitzchak Elchonon
Spector, the famed Rav of Kovna, to find a
suitable candidate for the position
of Rav of their town. Rav Yitzchak
Elchonon recommended a certain
young talmid chochom who was
fit for the position. The
people approached the
young man with their
offer. “I am ready to accept
the job,” he replied.
“However, my father-in-law
is supporting me, and | must
ask his permission to leave.”
The young man related the
proposal to his father-in-law and received
the following reply. “Why do you need
this? Do you need more money? If so, |
will give you more money each month, on
condition that you remain here with me.”
And so, the young man turned down the
position and stayed.

One year later, representatives from a

city came to Rav Spector for a candidate
to fill the position of Rav. The Rav of
Kovna sent them to the very same young
talmid chochom. Again, he asked permis-
sion from his father-in-law, received the
same answer, and continued learning in
his town. After some time, a contingent
from a large major city came to Rav Yitz-
chak Elchonon, seeking a man to fill the
prominent position of Rav of their city.
Again, Rav Spector sent them to this same
young man. When this prestigious contin-
gent came to the home with the offer of
the Rabbonus in their hands, the wife of
the talmid chochom could not keep silent.
“This time | will not give in to my father.

{ Kinderlach . . . :
: Who is supporting whom? Torah institu-

i tions are like the Aron Kodesh. When we

! give tsedaka to a Yeshiva or Talmud To-

: rah, are we supporting the institution, or is :
i it supporting us? Hashem decides if a To-

: rah institution will continue existing. You

: decide whether you will be His shaliach

i (agent) to keep the light of Torah burning. }
i If you help Him (so to speak), He will

: reward you by supporting you. Who is

: supporting whom? The Aron carries those
E' who carry it.

Klnderlach

: We should not leave our clothes, shoes,
: books, or toys lying around the house.

: Instead, we should put them away. Why
i not also organize our storage closets?

: What a waste of time it is to look for :
i something that was misplaced. In addition :
i to our possessions, our time should also be :
i orderly. Why be late to school when, with :
: a little more effort, we can be on time? :
: Seder enriches our lives, so let us all do

}, our best in this area. ;

.........................................................

He must agree to let us go!” Her husband
asked his father-in-law, and received the
same answer. The wife answered her fa-
ther, “How long can you support us? The
time has come for us to go out on our
own.” The father replied with a short
answer, “Who knows who is supporting
whom?” Several weeks later, the young
couple finished packing their belongings,
boarded the moving wagon, and began
their journey to the big city. No sooner
had they left the outskirts of the town,
that they were overtaken by a messenger
who brought them the shocking news.
“Your father just passed away.”

Neat and Orderly

In this week's parasha, we find the de-

scription of the encampment of the Jewish
people in the desert. Throughout the
next few parshios the Torah uses
quite a few words to describe in
detail how the camp was
arranged, how the Mishkan was
taken apart and packed up to
travel, and how the entire
camp traveled. We know that
the Torah does not waste
words.  What is the
purpose of the detailed
descriptions  of  these
arrangements? Rav Aharon Kotler
explains that the Torah teaches us the im-
portance of seder (organization). All mat-
ters of holiness and service to Hashem
require seder. The Torah is replete with
examples. Our prayers are all arranged in a
precise and specific order. In fact, our
prayer book is called the siddur, which
literally means order. Rav Kotler stresses
that we should also be very concerned
about the seder in our lives. We find that
our Gedolim (Torah giants) were very
careful about maintaining order. We
should follow their example.

.......................................................
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“Take a census of the

entire assembly of the B'nei Yisroel according
to their families, according to their fathers’
household, by number of their names, every
male according to their head count.” Why
does the Torah say, “nTv 75” — when it would
appear that saying, “nT” — “the assembly,” of
Klal Yisroel would certainly have included all
of Klal Yisroel?

One should never speak ill of Klal
Yisroel in front of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, not
even regarding the wicked. The wise and
righteous of Klal Yisroel are required to
rebuke those who are doing evil, and to show
them their evil ways and silliness, and are
allowed to speak harshly to them if needed.
That is all allowed to the wicked themselves,
however, in front of Hakodosh Boruch Hu
they shall not speak ill, nor disparage them,
rather one must bring forth their Zechusim in
front of Hakodosh Boruch Hu and try to find
excuses for their action. We learn this from
Yeshaya Hanavi, because he said to
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, Yeshaya 6:5 “ ny qima
awir DI 0now XnL” — “T dwell among a people
with impure lips,” he was punished, even
though in truth they were not following the
Rotzon Hashem. Hakodosh Boruch Hu had
already said upon these same people,
Yeshaya 1:4 “Woe, they are a sinful nation, a
people weighed down by iniquity, evil
offspring, destructive children,” and other
such harsh words, nonetheless, it was
difficult for Hakodosh Boruch Hu to hear the
words of Yeshaya disparaging Klal Yisroel,
and he was punished for it. Hakodosh
Boruch Hu knew Klal Yisroel, and there was
no need for Yeshaya to speak ill of them. We
see the same thing by Eliyahu Hanavi,
Melachim 1:19:10 “nma ity ...nnp X’ —
Eliyahu spoke harshly about Klal Yisroel in
front of Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Hakodosh
Boruch Hu rebuked him for it. ('n qorr Tiy)

Doeg and Achitofel would not
mention Dovid Hamelech by name, rather
they called him, “&' 2” and other references
to him, for it is known that one who hates
another person does not want to call him by
his name. Conversely, when one has a love for
another, he often calls that person by his
name. The Posuk says here that Klal Yisroel
should be counted, “nimw 190n2” — they are to
be called by their names, for Hakodosh
Boruch Hu has a great love for Klal Yisroel.
(717 802)

The Yalkut Shimoni says that at
the time that Klal Yisroel were Mekabel the
Torah, the other nations of the world became
jealous of Klal Yisroel. They wanted to know
why Klal Yisroel were getting the Torah and
not them. Hakodosh Boruch Hu closed their
mouths by saying: bring Me the Sefer
Yuchsin, the books of lineage of Klal Yisroel.
The famous question on this Medrash is, why
were the other nations even jealous of Klal
Yisroel? We know that prior to Klal Yisroel
receiving the Torah, Hakodosh Boruch Hu

Speech Purifier

offered the Torah to all of the nations of the
world. They all said no, and it was only Klal
Yisroel who accepted with the words, “ nwya
ynwil.”  Additionally, what was the answer
that Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave — what does
Yichus have to do with Kabbalas Hatorah?
Kiddushin 30a — Therefore the Rishonim
were called Sofrim, for they wrote the letters
of the Torah. The Pnei Yehoshua explains
that each and every Yid has a connection to a

letter in the Torah Hakdosha - that
connection is his root. “o 1w is the Roshei
Taivos of, “nn7 nimix X120 n'ww U — “There

are six hundred thousand letters in the
Torah.” The question is asked, but there are
only about half of that number of letters in
the Torah? For each word that is written,
there is also a word the way it is said, and the
written words plus the way the word is read
equals six hundred thousand letters. An
example of this is that we know that what is
written is the Shem Havayah, while it is read
as Adnus. So too, every written word has a
partner word the way it is read. With this we
can understand the complaint of the nations
of the world. They wanted to know why their
roots were not in the Torah. They were
offered to heed the Torah, but not that the
very roots of their existence would have a
direct connection to a letter in the Torah. To
that question, Hakodosh Boruch Hu told
them to look at Klal Yisroel’s Yichus. When
Klal Yisroel were in Mitzrayim, they
protected themselves from Arayos; they made
sure that the Zimah of Mitzrayim would not
infiltrate them, and they remained pure. It
was in that Zechus that Klal Yisroel were
Zoche to have a root connection in the Torah.
This is something which had no connection to
any other nation of the world. Therefore,
they were quiet when Hakodosh Boruch Hu
responded that Klal Yisroel were Zoche to
have this amazing root connection to the
Torah in the Zechus of their Yichus. Klal
Yisroel were Zoche to be counted because
each individual represented a letter in the
Torah. That is why the Yichus of Klal Yisroel
— the Rishonim, the six hundred thousand
Yidin were called Sofrim, for they needed to
attach themselves to their letter in the Torah,
and to write that letter in the Torah, to
complete the six hundred thousand letters of
the Torah. (27 2'v)

Klal Yisroel have a Din of a Zochor,
a male, in Olam Hazeh, and the other nations
of the world have a Din of a Nekeivah, a
female. The Alshich says that because Klal
Yisroel are male, they are in charge of this
world, and are Zoche to inheritance of this
world. The Gemara in Shabbos 116b says
that when there are boys, girls do not inherit.
All of the Shefa Tov, the goodness, that Klal
Yisroel receive in this world is all through the
Midah of humility, as it says in the Posuk in
Tehillim 37:11 “yax 1w pmw” — and the
humble ones will inherit the land. The letter,
“y” symbolizes humility, for the letter is bent,
which is the way of a humble person. The
Zohar Hakodosh 1:122b says that the letter,
“y” is the number, “nmwy” — “20.” The
Gematria of, “Dwy” is the same Gematria as,

DNIN DY N AR Nnwa 10T
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an>.” The one who is humble is the one who
receives the crown. Regarding the arrogant
person, the Gemara in Sotah 5a tells us that
Hakodosh Boruch Hu says about him, “I and
he (the arrogant individual) cannot live in the
same place.” Therefore, if one Chas V’sholom
becomes arrogant he loses the letter “5” from
“1” and becomes a “37” — a stranger in this
world, without a connection to Hakodosh
Boruch Hu. When Klal Yisroel remain
humble, they keep the 5 and remain the “1”
and then, they are entitled to Olam Hazeh, in
addition to Olam Habah. ('n w'x |2)

Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Moshe
that he should teach Klal Yisroel that they
must watch their “wa1” — “speech” — for
Dibbur is the fiftieth gate, and it is Dibbur
that leads a person in this life. This is as it
says in Shir Hashirim 3:6 “ |n n'2y nxr m
12" — and it says in Shemos Rabbah 2:4
that, “3amn 0’ means “warn n.”  Klal
Yisroel were in the Midbar to purify the air.
It is called, “yam” from a Loshon of “va7” for
it is a place devoid of Dibbur, and Klal Yisroel
were to purify the 72T and speak proper
words there. “amn n N7y nxt M’ — “m” —
the fiftieth gate of Kedusha will be reached if
Klal Yisroel elevate the N2, with their 2arT.
We count forty-nine days of Sefirah, until we
come to the fiftieth day, "m”. Through Dibbur,
Klal Yisroel said the amazing words of, “ nww
ynwil” and they continued to purify the air of
the Midbar through their positive speech. (I
nnonn)

“

“” is the Gematria of fifty — a
reference to the fiftieth level of Kedusha.
Klal Yisroel were to travel through the
Midbar in order to purify the Midbar with
their Dibbur. Klal Yisroel were to use it only
for good — Torah and Ma’asim Tovim, and not
Chas V’sholom to speak Loshon Hara, to
speak poorly about their fellow Yid. Klal
Yisroel had tremendous Zechusim because of
their Bris Haloshon while in Mitzrayim, and
it is that which needs constant Chizuk, must
be continuously fortified. Klal Yisroel needed
to connect themselves to their roots and
always remember where they came from. It
was one unit, one united Klal Yisroel. Not
Chas V’sholom looking down at others, rather
all trying to raise themselves in Ruchniyos,
as well as raising all of those around them.

We were given this precious gift of
Torah in order to teach us how to speak, and
how to live our lives. Each one of us have a
portion in the Torah, and we must become a
Sofer, a scribe. We are to write the Torah on
our hearts, so that we have an everlasting
connection to our root — the Torah Hakdosha.
The Yom Tov of Shavuos is coming upon us
and we must be Mechazek ourselves in this
very important Midah, of using our words in
the proper way. We must have this burning
desire to reach that elusive fiftieth level of
Kedusha. It can only come through the Torah
Hakdosha, and our using our speech properly.
In the Zechus of our using our words to toil in
the Torah Hakdosha, and perform Ma’asim
Tovim, may we be Zoche to see the Geulah
Shlaima and have the Zuhama removed
forever.

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshete\@ﬁmail.com Thank you, Y. Schechter
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IT'S TIME TO RETURN TO UNDERNEATH THE MOUNTAIN

The gemarah relates (Pesachim 68b) that Rav Yosef remarked about the Yom Tov of Shavuos that would it not have been for
this Yom Tov Xj71w2a X2'R qoI' nnd How many Yosef's would be in the market place. This is normally understood to mean that
without Matan Torah one would just be a generic John Doe like everyone else in the world. Now that there was Matan Torah
to Am Yisrael, every Yid is elevated to a lofty level in his relationship with Hashem and now belonging to the super special and
elite. We would like to present another interpretation with the hope that this new insight will change your life for the better
iy"h.

In this week's parsha the Torah describes the Nazir as one who wears the crown of Hashem on his head. What's the big fuss
over him just because he made a vow not to partake from wine and its products? There are many people who fast the entire
week eating only at night, and yet they are not given the title of wearing the crown of Hashem on their heads?

The Ibn Ezra writes that the Torah uses the word x'79' wonder, when introducing the Nazir to us. This teaches that the fact
that one becomes a Nazir is an incredible wow as if it was a supernatural event. Why? It is because human nature fosters man
to function as a sociable creature in his environment 1'*Tn w'N. Part of that nature is the desire to be accepted by others as
being a member of the group. To reach this goal people are willing to undergo emotional, physical, and psychological
sacrifices and damages just in order to be accepted into a peer group. Hazing is a sort of rite of induction which existing
members of a fraternity sorority or athletic team ask their new recruits to pass through in order to form a deep personal bond
with one another. It has been outlawed because of the life threatening dangers involved.

Yet, the Torah relates about an individual a future Nazir to be, who after making a spiritual accounting, realizes his
shortcomings and weaknesses and therefore takes upon himself a vow not to drink wine. In old times, wine was as popular
and had the same status as today's national beverage of soda or flavored water. One who would abstain from drinking wine
would be looked upon as some type of anti social nut, possessing some deep disturbing issue. The fact that this Yid did not
take into consideration how he looks in the eyes of others but rather how can he spiritual grow and fix his character flaws, is
highly commended by the Torah to the point that the Torah addresses him with the title of "a living wonder" who wears the
crown of Hashem on his head.

This brings us back to the foundation of the three factors that motivate one's behavior which are found in the three sons of
Noach from whom all humanity descended. Man is motivated to conduct his actions either because it feels good, because it
looks good, or because it is good. Cham, the son of Noach, his action were directed by what feels good, without consideration
how it looks and whether it was a virtuous act. His name means heat representing his indulgence into physical pleasurable
sensations. Yafes, which translates as beauty, acts on what looks good in the eyes of others even though it might be false
representation. Shem, which means name, symbolizes the intellect and represents what is objectively good in essence,
irrelevant if it feels or looks good.

The Nazir rises above everyone by being not like everyone, which is motivated by his sincere spiritual pursuit of seeking
wholesomeness and holiness. At Matan Torah Hashem took the hollow mountain of Har Sinai (Maharsha Shabbos 88) and
covered Am Yisrael under it. Why? Hashem wanted to instruct them not to worry about how one looks in the eyes of the
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world. If you are going to allow yourself to be worried about how you appear in other people's eyes, then your Torah
observance will eventually be compromised (Tur Orach Chayim 1). Better not to be a worrier but rather a warrior concerning
what Hashem demands from you and then you will be successful.

The word T, crown, is the acronym of three words which describe the three approaches and philosophies of living a life of
good. The letter nun stands for NX11 what looks good, the zayin stands for NXT as in the passuk NYINN NXT and represents
what is good by the Torah, the raish aligns itself with wan describing what feels good by the senses. The Nazir wears the
crown for he has demonstrated that he is capable of ruling over these three approaches and choosing the appropriate one
that will perfect his ruchniyus.

Now let us return to the gemarah and the words of Rav Yosef that without Matan Torah there would have been many Yosef's
in the market place. Without the absolute truth of Hashem's wisdom transmitted to Man, our lives would transpire
functioning like a leaf in the wind. Truth does not change for otherwise it is falsehood. The norms and moral laws of society
and cultures are changing faster than ever. For each decade that passes, the culture has a facial plastic surgery and at first
one feels uncomfortable with its new face. Just give it a year or two and that alienation will wear off.

If one allows himself to be that leaf in the wind, then he too will have many faces by aligning himself with every whim of
decadence that becomes permitted. If he is self conscious about how others look at him in relationship to his home grown
spiritual desire and morality, then he too will succumb and soon have many faces and identities. This manifests itself in his
inconsistences of conduct. In one particular environment he will act thus, for his friends he will be more lenient, on vacation
he will conduct himself without his regular strictness, in business there is a new set of rules formulated. As time passes,
boundaries will be crossed, walls will be torn down, and rules will be broken. This is the sad condition prevalent today
prevalent across many crumbling societies.

However, Am Yisrael on Shevous acquired the Torah, the absolute truth of truths to guide us through our lives and the
vicissitudes of our culture's constant changing morality. Now with the Torah we can be unflinching in our dedication and
conviction to uphold the standard of righteousness without feelings of guilt or non conformance. Without it there would be
many Yosef's in the market places. The many Yosef's are really one Yosef with a multitude of faces consisting of downgrading
attitudes, hashkafas, identities, morals, self control and discipline depending on which environment he finds himself. Without
Torah, our lenses that observe the world and all its massive information would be changing as fast as a speeding bullet. The
media relentlessly brainwashes us into thinking that what they show to us is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth, even though it is fake and unfulfilling.

I made up my mind that this Shevuos | am going to crawl back underneath Har Sinai and accept the Torah with a renewed
commitment of NAX NN 117 [N With a fresh conviction | will not let the man made fake news interfere with what the
surviving generations of Am Yisrael, who have for tens of centuries passed on a true legacy and heritage of which no other
nation since creation can make such a claim. The living testimony to this is that all those mighty nations with all their rules and
codes have become extinct and are not even around today to give over their opinions. They don't have to prove and defend
the truth of their philosophies and ethics, since history itself has over and over again already proven them false and immoral.
The eternal Torah is absolutely true. Even its four letters can be pronounced to the equivalent of the word true, ninn.

So let's stop the worrying and instead, busy ourselves with the warriorying. Moshiach is here just waiting to reveal himself.
The first people who will merit to greet him will probably be the ones who never left from being under the mountain. The
second group are the ones who left but came back and changed their lives to the true unadulterated n1In living. Let's be one
of the two.

Gut Shabbos nnw an

Rav Brazil
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Ramapost offers a weekly printed subscription to the following Divrei Torah:
Please fill out the online forrm at RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH to subscribe. We ask that
your free printed divrei torah be picked up every Friday at our Monsey (Rt 59) or Wesely Hills/Pomona location.
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