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And see the land - yaxn nX axl

An elderly woman was living in a nursing home and her children
would always come to visit her and honor her. One night the
family received a call from the nursing home administrator
informing them that their mother had passed away. With much
pain and sorrow, they arranged a respectable funeral and they
buried he in a good spot in a Shomer Shabbos section of the
cemetery, and they went home to sit shiva. On the third day of
shiva, the telephone rings. One of the children answered the
phone and within a few minutes he turned pale and almost
fainted. On the other end of the line was his mother. He did not
understand how this was possible, but there was no doubt that
this was his mother. Here she was complaining that no family
member had visited her for three days, and she wanted to know
what happened.
A quick call to the nursing home administrator clarified the
mistake. Another woman had passed away that night and by
mistake, the administrator called this family to let them know
that their mother had passed away, while she was really alive
and well in her room. The administrator then called the son of
the woman who had passed away, and to his astonishment, he
requested that they cremate her body as the goyim do, lo aleinu.
The administrator apologized and explained what happened and
that his mother had already been buried four days ago. Then the
son got excited and said that his mother had always wanted to
be buried in a Jewish grave, but he told her again and again that
they do not do funerals anymore, rather, they cremate. All her
life she davened that she would have a Jewish funeral and a
Jewish burial!
HaKadosh Baruch Hu tells Moshe, nxX nx11 DNavn 0 & a7y
'YAIXRN — ‘Go up to this mountain of Avarim and see the land’
(27:12). Rashi explains that since HaKadosh Baruch Hu told him
Imn I’ — ‘You shall surely give them’ (27:7), Moshe said to
himself, ‘It is | whom the Omnipresent has commanded to
apportion the inheritance of the land.” Perhaps the decree has
been rescinded and | will enter the land.” HaKadosh Baruch Hu
said, ‘My decree stands in its place.’
How much have we and our fathers and grandfathers davened
that the Redeemer should come and build the Bais HaMikdash
for us. Alas, another year has gone by and we find ourselves
once again in The Three Weeks. This might chalila lead to giving
up hope. We must learn from Moshe Rabeinu that despite
HaKadosh Baruch Hu swearing that he will not enter the land, he
did not stop trying to daven. We too, must not give up hope. We
must continue to increase prayers, N7 72 DV NNNNN'Y '© 7y I’
Ina'w o 92 17 nonk — ‘And even though he may delay,
nevertheless | anticipate every day that he will come!”

- TivHaTorah - Pinchas
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‘For His kindness has overwhelmed us’
| saw a good sale on baby diapers, and | bought them.
Immediately upon opening the package, | realized that
the diapers were small.
| tried to use them, but they were too small.
I thought | would give the diapers to my nephew who |
thought the diapers would fit.
On Friday morning, my father-in-law came to visit, and
in his bag were the Shabbos parsha sheets.
| gave him the bag of diapers for the nephew who it just
so happened, was going to be with my father-in-law for
that Shabbos.
On Shabbos they nervously went around looking for
something. My father-in-law asked what happened and
if he was able to help them. However, they thought it
was possible for him to help and they explained that
they forgot the diapers at home, and they did not know
where they would be able to get diapers for Shabbos.
Just then my father-in-law remembered the diapers
that | sent with him and he quickly gave them the bag
of diapers. The diapers were the perfect size for the
baby.
And so, with the help of Heaven [siyata d’shemaya],
they had enough diapers for Shabbos.
Of course, one of the parsha sheets that my father-in-
law brought me was ‘Tiv Hakehila’ and how appropriate
a story for Tiv HaHashgacha!!!
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TEmER 2

ATIY 75 v DY
The value of all the service

(X:12) :IMn X7 P Ml
But the sons of Korach did not die. (26:11)
Rashi explains: They were involved in the plan at first, and at the
time of the dispute they had thoughts of repentance in their heart.
Therefore, a high place was fortified for them in Gehinnom, and
they resided there.
We see from the words of Rashi the great value of all the service,
even if it is a very tiny service. The sons of Korach, since they were
very close to their father, logic would dictate that they would
follow all the ways of their father, and these actions were very bad
in the eyes of Hashem Yisbarach. As we see that they were
punished very severely in a way that never was before and never
happened again. Although they were steeped in many severe sins,
just by having ‘thoughts of repentance’, they became acceptable
before their Creator. That is, even though they did not have time
to put these thoughts into action and to do Teshuva properly [as
explained by Chazal, there are for aspects to Teshuva: regret,
forsaking the sin, confession, and acceptance not to do it again.
Only after fulfilling all four aspects can one fulfill the mitzvah
properly.] Still, the very thought helped them to return from their
bad customs. This thought had no physical action to help them
change their evil ways, yet, it still protected them from the bitter
punishment that their father suffered and extended for thousands
of days until this very day.
We learn from this that a good thought can overpower bad
actions. This is a lesson for us as to the extent of an action that is
done for the sake of Hashem Yisbarach. This is a great
encouragement for the principles of avodah, whether it applies to
the quantity of the service or whether it applies to the quality of
the service. How does it apply to quantity? For example, a
person’s yetzer overpowers him and the result is that he is
prevented from serving his Creator for most of the day. Now the
man is standing at the end of the day and he murmurs to himself
about his bitter lot that for whatever reason the Satan was able to
be successful in preventing him from setting aside time in his day
for Hashem Yisbarach. While still contemplating this, the good
yetzer encourages him and tells him that there is still a little time
left in the day to devote time for Torah and avodah. But then
sadness overpowers him, and he thinks, what can | do and
accomplish with just a few minutes? Can it change today’s
situation? At the end of the day most of the day was wasted and
we find that today was not considered a day for HaKadosh Baruch
Hu, whether | set aside these few minutes to HaKadosh Baruch Hu
or not! But the truth of the matter is that he is making a great
mistake, for the truth is that these last few minutes can change
the nature of the entire day if he would only set them aside for
Hashem Yisbarach and His Torah. Even a brief amount of time in
Torah and avodah is considered very significant in the eyes of
Hashem Yisbarach, and the entire time that one wasted by not
serving Hashem Yisbarach are nullified by these last few moments.
We find that the value of this day is boundless since he did not
waste the whole day by utilizing these last few minutes.
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How does it apply to quality? For example, one day a person finds
himself accomplishing difficult things in avodah, because he has a
heart of understanding and broad knowledge. With his pure
intelligence, he is able to delve deeply into difficult topics. He thinks
so deeply that he can navigate difficult concepts and find hidden
novelties. Clear thoughts that calm the mind. Needless to say, the joy
of this man is boundless and endless, as he surely comprehends the
gift of his lot and the priceless service of his Creator. At this time, he
is building worlds where people will listen to the Torah that is taught
purely and sweetly. This man who is worthy of this very much craves
to spend his days attaining more, knowing that his achievements are
limitless. We cannot measure the great satisfaction that he sends
Above. However, he must be exceedingly careful that his joy and
requests do not have negative results. Sometimes he will strive to
attain a service that is not on par with the service he was given as his
gift. It is then possible that the result will be that he will be with
nothing and he will have wasted his time trying to attain something
that was not meant for him. He will mistakenly think that this is not
called avodah, rather he is just trying to attain more. But since he is
wasting his precious time, he is not counted among those who serve
Hashem Yisbarach. Since this is so, he might chas v’shalom detract
from his avodah since it does have the same value as the avodah he
has usually done until then. However, he must realize that all avodah
will be what it will be, and it is not possible to measure its value.
Therefore, since he has lessened the quality of his avodah, he does
not have the right to turn away from the avodah that was prepared
for him, and he must devote all his time to fulfilling the will of the
Creator. As we see here in this instance that even a passing thought
can have limitless importance.

Additionally, it is incumbent on the person to know that it is
impossible to measure the value of any avodah. Sometimes there is a
difficult avodah but the satisfaction it generates is minimal. Because
it is difficult, the person will stubbornly try to do it, but this will take
an inordinate amount of time that could have been better spent on
another avodah. The other side of the coin is that avodah that is plain
and does not take much effort and the person can easily accomplish
it for the right sake. Sometimes there is no pleasure in doing an
avodah and it is incumbent on the person to force himself to fulfill it
just for ‘the yoke of the kingdom of Heaven’. We find that sometimes
these simple services increase the satisfaction because they were
done for the right sake. Therefore, it is impossible to know what
Hashem demands of him, and he must serve his Creator with all the
various services that present before him.

It is told regarding Rabeinu the Chofetz Chaim zy”a, that late in his
life it was difficult to study Torah deeply. However, this did not stop
him from reviewing the simple laws that any schoolchild knows,
saying that this too is Torah. Due to his weakened state, he did not
have the strength to study deep things, therefore, he accustomed
himself to at least review the simple laws in order to keep the
mitzvah of ‘Talmud Torah’ [the study of Torah] in any way possible.
This is an example of what we have discussed. A person must devote
his time to any avodah that presents itself to him. He must realize
that every little effort has limitless significance in Heaven. It is true
that as much as possible one should not choose just the easy avodah,
but rather, try to do any avodah that presents itself to him.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Pinchas 5779
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

The Phenomenal Revelation from the Divine Kabbalist Rabbi Nasan Shapira

Pinchas Saved Yisrael by Remembering the Halachah
that Everyone Else Forgot and Merited Becoming Eliyahu
Who Is Destined to Resolve All the Uncertainties in the Torah

This week we read parshas Pinchas. It always falls during
the first week of the three weeks of Bein HaMetzarim, during
which we mourn the churban and our state of galus and yearn for
the future geulah. Hence, it is fitting that we examine HKB”H’s
promise to Pinchas ben Elazar ben Aharon HaKohen. He is
Eliyahu and was rewarded with eternal life and the privilege to
announce the arrival of the complete geulah to Yisrael at the end

of days. It is written (Bamidbar 25, 10):

Yy Tnnar IR 29w 190 1NN 12 TYUN 12 Orva Ry wn R e
1R 195, nNIPa TRAW 213 AR PNYYD RY1 RINA NRIP AN INITE ORwe 1a
7. BT "N NN 1Y 11

Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: Pinchas the son of Elazar,
the son of Aharon HaKohen, turned back My wrath from
upon Bnei Yisrael, when he zealously avenged Me among
them; so, I did not consume Bnei Yisrael in My vengeance.
Therefore, say: Behold! I give him My covenant of peace.

The Targum YoNasan comments: n° 1197 213 8aRm 219w 2113 nR»
«NMT §103 RAYIRG RwanY KPS om0y ORYn m0TayRT ,ovw v —I
will establish My peace covenant with him by makinghimamalach
and a messenger who will live for all eternity; he will be the one
to announce the redemption at the end of time. In other words,
Pinchas is one and the same as Eliyahu HaNavi, who ascended to
the heavens while still alive without experiencing death; he will
herald in the geulah for Yisrael at the end of days.

We must endeavor to explain why Pinchas warranted this
incredible reward. He zealously avenged Hashem’s honor by
killing Zimri ben Salu and saving Yisrael from extermination.

How does becoming Eliyahu HaNavi, the herald of the future
geulah, demonstrate the principle of “midah k'neged midah”"—
being rewarded “measure for measure” for his heroic act?

Eliyahu HaNavi Is Destined to Clarify All the
Unresolved Issues in the Torah

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by introducing
aphenomenal revelation from the kabbalist Rabbi Nasan Shapira,
ztz”], the grandfather of the author of the Megaleh Amukos. In his
gloss to the Arizal’s Sefer HaGilgulim, he writes (Chapter 52):

It appears to me that Eliyahu the Tishbi will explain
questions and difficulties in the future. Then, peace and
harmony will prevail among Torah scholars. This is the
implication of the statement: “Behold! I give him 'n"x""—
which is an abbreviation for »aw'n 1mY'x (“Eliyahu Tishbi”)—
“My covenant”—namely, the Torah—that will create
“shalom” among Torah-scholars, who increase peace and
harmony in the world. Eliyahu merited this privilege for
saying to Moshe, “Rabeinu, didn’t you teach me that it is
permissible to kill one who cohabits with a non-Jewess,
etc.” For reminding his teacher of the halachah, he will
merit being Moshe’s mouthpiece in the future, and he will

explain the entire Torah.

It is with great pleasure that together we can delight in and
delve into his sacred comments that are based on the following
Gemara (Sanhedrin 82a). The Gemara depicts the incident of
Zimri ben Salu bringing Cozbi bas Tzur before Moshe Rabeinu
as follows:
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BRT,7IINT N 0N 1T Oy 13,77 1N, 1wn DK aRam tnatyas nwan”
129911 ,719533 A1 1PA 19T 11an Mabyna 7Y N MR 1IN NS, TI0N MnKn
,37 1R ,FING 1L TYYR 13 DA X1 20001,y YN nna nvo1a fan 2ot
290 1711 TRTA ANTRYY 75 RY,RAR AR TN, AR 109 901 wYn INT
RTINS MDY TR RANONT KT, 90K 13 P PRI AR Dyian

He (Zimri) grabbed her (Cozbi) by her braided hair and
dragged her in front of Moshe. He (Zimri) said to him (Moshe),
“Son of Amram, is she prohibited or permitted? If you say
that she is prohibited, then who permitted the daughter of
Yisro to you?” The halachah—that zealots may kill one who
cohabits with an idolatress—temporarily escaped him. The
people wept loudly; this is implied by that which is written
(Bamidbar 25, 6): “And they were weeping at the entrance to
the Ohel Mo’ed.” Then, it is written (ibid. 7): “Pinchas the
son of Elazar saw.” What did he see? Rav said: He saw the
incident and he recalled the halachah. He (Pinchas) said to
him (Moshe), “Brother of my father’s father, did you not teach
me upon your descent from Har Sinai: One who cohabits
with a Cuthean woman, zealots may Kkill him? He (Moshe)
responded to him, “The one who reads the document,
deserves to be the one to execute the verdict.”

In other words, Moshe informed Pinchas that since he was
the one who remembered the pertinent halachah, it was fitting
that he be the agent to execute the halachic ruling. That is
precisely what happened. Pinchas rose from among the people
and executed Zimri ben Salu. Thus, we learn that Pinchas
remembered the halachah that everyone else had forgotten—
including all of shevet Levi, and especially Moshe Rabeinu. By
recalling this pertinent halachah on behalf of Yisrael, and by
zealously avenging Hashem'’s honor, he saved all of Yisrael from
annihilation.

Accordingly, Rabbi Nasan Shapira asserts that this is why
Pinchas, who is Eliyahu, will warrant le’asid la'vo clarifying all of
the difficult Torah-related questions and halachic uncertainties
that arose throughout the years of galus. This is truly an example
of “midah k'neged midah.” This is the significance of the term
we frequently find in the Gemara. Whenever a halachic dispute
cannot be resolved, the Gemara employs the term "p*n”. The
commonly accepted interpretation of this term is: yan »awn
neyaRt newrp—this abbreviation states that Tishbi (Eliyahu/
Pinchas) will answer and resolve all outstanding difficulties and
questions. This interpretation of the abbreviation "1*n” comes
from the Tosfot Yom Tov (end of Eduyot).

Shvilei Pinches

In reality, the fact that Eliyahu HaNavi is destined to resolve
all of the unresolved issues in the Torah has an explicit source
in the words of the navi (Hoshea 10, 12): w117% ny1 721 mob 192"
"o prx 1 K130 1y ' nRk—till for yourselves a tilling and set
a time to seek Hashem, until He comes and teaches you
righteousness. Discussing whether or not a particular animal
is permissible for consumption, the Gemara (Bechoros 24a)
provides an interpretation of this passuk: X137 1y %582 210N
"moy p1e mi—its consumption is forbidden until Tzedek
will come and instruct you. Rashi explains: Until Eliyahu will
come and instruct whether it is permissible or prohibited.
We find a similar teaching in the Mishnah (B.M. 20a) regarding an
unresolved monetary issue: ,12° mm P71 1R PATIVY P2 T0W K"
YR R13w 1y mam R —if one found a document (belonging
to others) among his own documents, and he is uncertain
as to its status, it should be set aside until Eliyahu comes
(and resolves the matter). As explained, Pinchas merited this
privilege, because he reminded Yisrael of a halachah that they
had all forgotten. Therefore, “measure for measure,” le’asid la'vo,
he will once again instruct Yisrael how to proceed with regards
to all unresolved, uncertain Torah issues.

“He will be a mouth for you”
Alludes to Eliyahu HaNavi

Following this line of reasoning, we will endeavor to clarify
At the
conclusion of his remarks, he wrote: For reminding his teacher

the comment of the righteous Rabbi Nasan Shapira.

of the halachah, he will merit being Moshe’s mouthpiece in
the future, and he will explain the entire Torah.

To better comprehend this comment, let us refer to pesukim in
parshas Shemos. When HKB”H approached Moshe Rabeinu to be
His agent to take Yisrael out of Mitzrayim, Moshe was reluctant; he
argued that he was nota man of words. HKB”H countered (Shemos
4, 14): NPy R R 72T DA RIT 93T 937 00 NPT R RN 1NN R
10 TP TR BY TN IDINT A2 BIISTT AN NAwT POR NN3T,1aYa mawt IR
Pwyn awR nx oonx 'nem Is there not your brother Aharon, the
levi? 1 know that he will surely speak; moreover, behold, he is
going out to meet you and he will see you and he will rejoice
in his heart. You shall speak to him and put the words in his
mouth; and I shall be with your mouth and with his mouth,
and teach you both what you are to do. Then, HKB”H adds:
"RoIRY 19 197N SRR Y 99 o0 NI e ayn DR 99 X 31 —he shall
speak for you to the people; and it will be that he will be a
mouth for you and you will be to him as a master.
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We find an incredible chiddush related to these pesukim
in the Zohar hakadosh (Tzav 27b). The loyal shepherd—the
“raiya mehemna”—the neshamah of Moshe Rabeinu, revealed
to Rashb”y and his disciples the significance of the Torah’s
description of Pinchas, who is Eliyahu: 1778 13 =1¥5x 12 o’
mmon. Pinchas is described as the grandson of Aharon to teach
us a fascinating bit of information. Just as Aharon functioned
as Moshe’s spokesperson during the exodus from the galus in
Mitzrayim; so, too, his grandson Pinchas will function as Moshe’s
spokesperson teaching Torah to Yisrael le’asid la’'vo:

INA XY A8 o5 M 123 83 72,755 T3 M NIR TIIND TN ind”
WITRR NIN D97 791, 11WY 7391 19 73 MWNAS Y inay o ne byay
Ry 19K 17K KDY, anoay mins 1ivy 1291 18 Yyaw maina nn 12as R s
nipaen Y3 NN 1pn K37 ,m8'7 09 o R IYORT, 0N TR T 2 niR 00ven
anin 2y 1oon

Just as Moshe had a speech impediment in the past, HKB”H
will resurrect him with a speech impediment in the future.
Otherwise, those who are not familiar with him might think that
he is someone else. Just as Aharon was his mouthpiece in the
past, Eliyahu will be his mouthpiece in the future; it will be his
task to correct and reconcile all of the unresolved issues.

Thus, when HKB”H says to Moshe: “He will be your mouth,”
He was alluding to him that Aharon’s grandson, Pinchas, who
is Eliyahu, will speak for him in the future. In that prestigious
capacity, he will interpret Moshe’s Torah and teach it to all of
Yisrael. This is what we learned from Rabbi Nasan Shapira.
Because Pinchas taught all of Yisrael the halachah that they had
forgotten and Moshe Rabeinu had temporarily forgotten, as well,
he willbe awarded the privilege of being Moshe’s mouthpiece

in the future and will explain the entire Torah.

HKB”H’s Response to Moshe’s Entreaty:
“Send by the hand of whomever You will send!”

After much thought, [ would like to propose an explanation
as to why HKB”H chose to inform Moshe at that precise time
that Pinchas/Eliyahu would serve as his spokesperson at the
time of the future geulah. As we learned, HKB”H alluded this
to Moshe with the words: “And it will be that he will be a
mouth for you.” Now, in his reluctance to accept the mission,
Moshe pleads with HKB”"H (Shemos 4, 13): 793 X1 nbw 'n1 »2”
"mywn—Please, my Lord, send by the hand of whomever
You will send! The Targum YoNasan provides the following
interpretation of this entreaty: 1o mbw » 277 1M PRI Wan”

Shvilei Pincles

"xomie qios RAYnwRy ant oma 12 gnryy—Please have mercy
on me, Hashem, send Pinchas on Your mission, now, who is
worthy to be sent at the end of days.

In other words, Moshe requested that Pinchas be sent in
his place, because Pinchas is Eliyahu, whom HKB”H will send
at the end of days to herald in the geulah. This is evident from
the following passuk (Malachi 3, 23): 15X nx @35 mww 28 man”
an1an by g2aa 291 0913 Yy mar 25 20w KA1 A a1 K12 02aY Rosan
Behold, I send you Eliyahu HaNavi before the coming of
the great and awesome day of Hashem. And he will turn
back the hearts of fathers with their sons and the hearts
of sons with their fathers. This explains very nicely HKB"H’s
response to Moshe’s appeal. At the present time, for the sake of
the exodus from Mitzrayim, your brother Aharon will serve as
your spokesperson and partner. Additionally, with regards to
your request that I send Pinchas in your stead, that request will
be granted le’asid la'vo: "ma% 9% o ki mm1—as Eliyahu, he will
serve as your spokesperson in the future to teach all of Yisrael
your Torah.

Let us add a spicy tidbit. When HKB”H informs Moshe: mom"
"mab T o 8im—where do we find an allusion to the future
geulah? To answer this question, we will refer to the Arizal’s
Likutei Torah. There, he interprets the passuk (Zechariah
14, 9): "X mMw1 TNR N 0 RIAN OPA yIRD 93 Y nd 'noem—
Hashem will be King over all the world; on that day, Hashem
(Havaya) will be (n«n°) one and His name will be one. Le’asid
la’'vo, the letters n™ in the name Havaya will be elevated to
the letters n™. As a result, the name n"mn will become n"n.
Thus, the passuk is announcing that “on that day,” the name
Havaya will be elevated to the name n«m.

This explains beautifully the allusion HKB”"H provided
Moshe Rabeinu pertaining to the future geulah: xin an»
«np% 7% . In other words, at the time of the future geulah,
the following will become a reality: "n’n’ xin n>m"—the name
Havaya, which is an anagram for n">m, will be elevated to
the name n"™m. At that time, Pinchas, who is Eliyahu: n»n"
"np5 1v—will serve as your mouthpiece; he will teach and
interpret your Torah to all of Yisrael.

HKB”H Said:
“A New Torah Will Emerge from Me”

As we have learned, Moshe Rabeinu will teach the Torah to
Yisrael through Eliyahu HaNavi, his spokesperson. To explain
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the matter, we will refer to a pronouncement HKB”H makes via
the navi (Yeshayah 51, 4): "xxn snxn m1in »>"—for Torah will
come forth from Me. We find the following elucidation in the
Midrash (V.R. 13, 3): =0 win ,Xen snsn mwen n7in 17aps m”
"xen ‘nxn—HKB”H said: “A new Torah will come forth from
Me.” What is the nature of this new Torah that HKB”"H will
reveal to us le’asid la’vo?

We will provide an explanation based on a teaching in the
Gemara (R.H. 21b): mwnY 1anw 19191 09193 1X131 n203 mpw Dawsan”
ErpRn vyn maonn s s on Fifty gates of “binah” were
created in the universe; they were all given over to Moshe
except for one—as it is written (Tehillim 8, 6): “You have
made him slightly less than G-d.” In truth, however, we know
that le’asid la’'vo, when Mashiach comes, the fiftieth level of
“binah” will also be revealed. The Arizal discusses this in Pri Eitz
Chaim (Sha’ar HaBerachos, Chapter 2). Hence, it is not too far-
fetched to suggest that it is with regards to the “sha’ar hanun”—
the fiftieth level—that will only be revealed le’asid la'vo, that
HKB”H told Yisrael: “A new Torah will come forth from Me.” At
that time, He will teach Yisrael all of the obscure aspects of the
Torah concealed within the “sha’ar hanun.” This, in fact, is the
substance of the “ohr haganuz”—the light that was sequestered
away for the tzaddikim le’asid la'vo, as explained in the Gemara
(Chagigah 12a).

According to the Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni, Yeshayah 26, 429),
the Melech HaMashiach will teach the new Torah to Yisrael:
N5 Yot , 1785 mraw oeprTNn Yo, warTt 1Y A2 2w nenY nrapn ny”
2939191 aY1 ,17apn Sw 1 ntvml mam L emvan Yy pmy moyn bw
Jrwn e Y Y TRyw W 1IN werT 2w a7agm oRawn In the
future, HKB”H will sit in Gan Eden and expound. All of the
tzaddikim will sit down before Him; the entire heavenly
family will stand on their feet; the sun and constellations
will be to the right of HKB”H; the moon and the stars will be
to His left. HKB”H will sit and elucidate a new Torah that will
be delivered by Mashiach in the future. As we have mentioned
previously on numerous occasions, this fact is actually alluded
to by the name m"wn, which is an acronym for: =2y %2 mwn
ow'n—Mashiach will reveal the fiftieth level.

Additionally, according to the Zohar hakadosh (Bereishis
25b), Moshe Rabeinu, the first redeemer, at the time of “yetzias
Mitzrayim,” is destined to be the Melech HaMashiach le’asid la’vo.
This is alluded to in the passuk (Bereishis 49, 10): vaw 2107 RY”
N7 1175 K290 TP, Q01 13 MW KT, 1927 1950 PRINRT,TIT 13 wn KT, TEn

Shvilei Pinclhes

URTo 8T 1awn,"wn The passuk says: “The staff shall not depart
from Yehudah”—this alludes to Mashiach the son of David; “nor
a lawgiver from between his feet”—alludes to Mashiach the
son of Yosef; “until Shiloh arrives”—alludes to Moshe; for the
numerical value of i"»»w is the same as the numerical value of
m"wn; both equal exactly 345. The Ohr HaChaim hakadosh (ibid.
11) explains that Mashiach’s neshamah will contain elements
from both David HaMelech and Moshe Rabeinu. In this manner,
he reconciles the assertion that the mashiach will be a descendant
of David HaMelech.

Thus, we have learned that Moshe Rabeinu will be the
Melech HaMashiach, and he will teach Yisrael the new Torah that
HKB”H will reveal to Yisrael in the future. As explained, Moshe’s
speech will be impaired le’asid la’'vo. This means that Yisrael
will be incapable of comprehending the depth of his Torah until
Pinchas—Eliyahu—comes and explains it to them. This is the
implication of HKB”H’s pronouncement to Moshe: m»m R mtony
"maY 7%. Pinchas, as Eliyahu, will be your mouthpiece; he will
explain to Yisrael the Torah you teach them.

Eliyahu HaNavi Will Resolve
All of the Ambiguities of the Torah
by Revealing the Sha’ar HaNun

With great pleasure, we will now explain why Eliyahu HaNavi
will have the privilege of resolving the Torah’s unresolved
issues. Let us refer to the Zohar hakadosh (Tzav 27b); it teaches
us that the term " n"—which the Gemara employs in relation
to every halachic dispute that remains unresolved—means:
"SANT RATY 1NT 112 900, 11900 199 nYv 1y aon 1en”. The term 1"pon s
related to 1"1p°n; however, the final nun, which alludes to Olam
HaBa is absent.

We will now propose an explanation. There is a reason
that these halachos remained unresolved and undecided
until le’asid 1a’vo. Itis because their determination is related
to the “sha’ar hanun,” which is beyond our comprehension
in galus. Le’asid la’vo, however, when HKB"H reveals even
the fiftieth level to us—in keeping with the notion of “a
new Torah will come forth from Me”—all ambiguities in the
Torah will disappear, and all halachic issues will be resolved.
This is the lesson taught by the Zohar hakadosh. The reason
for the ambiguities and unresolved halachos is due to the
absence of the “sha’ar hanun”; hence, the final nun is missing
from the word 1"p’n; the Gemara acknowledges this fact by
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concluding the discussion at hand with the simple term
1"p>n. When HKB”H reveals the “sha’ar hanun,” the term 1«p’n
will become "pp°n”, and all questions and difficulties will be
answered appropriately.

Thus, we have learned a novel explanation for the term "1 n”.
According to the common interpretation, it is an abbreviation for
nPYRRT NPRTR yan saw'n—indicating that le’asid la’vo, Eliyahu
HaNavi will resolve all of the Torah’s ambiguities and unresolved
issues. He will accomplish this feat by learning the secrets of the
“sha’ar hanun” from Moshe Rabeinu, which will be revealed to
him by HKB”H. As aresult, the final nun will be added to the term
"o, indicating that the final "117°n” has been accomplished.

Amazingly, we can find an allusion to this fact in HKB"H'’s
remark to Moshe regarding Pinchas/Eliyahu: "ma% 7% mom xam mon,
The gematria of the word 7" is fifty; thus, the passuk is informing
us that Pinchas/Eliyahu will be the agent of Moshe Rabeinu—
the Melech HaMashiach—to transmit his Torah from the “sha’ar
hanun” to all of Yisrael. In this manner, HKB”H notified Moshe
that even though he did not attain the “sha’ar hanun” during
the exodus from Mitzrayim; nevertheless, he will attain that
prestigious, rarefied level at the time of the future geulah; and it
will be taught to all of Yisrael through Eliyahu.

Pinchas Rescued Yisrael from
the Fiftieth Level of Tumah

Taking the majestic path, we will apply what we have learned
to the teaching of Rabbi Nasan Shapira. We learned that Pinchas/
Eliyahu warrants the privilege of resolving all unresolved Torah
disputes for Yisrael, because he revealed to Yisrael the halachah
that had escaped them—that it is permissible for a zealot to kill
someone who cohabits with an Aramis. Let us begin by examining
the malevolent plan hatched by Bilam harasha in his attempt
to assist Balak in bringing about Yisrael’'s downfall through
promiscuity and immorality. It is written (Bamidbar 24, 14): ns%"
"ot YNNG TRyY i apn ey WK 1eyR—come, I shall advise you
what this people will do to your people at the end of days. In
his commentary, Rashi cites the Gemara’s explanation (Sanhedrin
106a): "s 2 R 19X v oneroR oy amx’—he informed them
that the G-d of these people hates promiscuity.

But how does this pertain to the remainder of Bilam's remark:
“What this people will do to your people at the end of days”?
Once again, let us refer to Rashi: This is an abridged verse.
It should read: “I will advise you how to bring about their

Shvilei Pinclhes

downfall, and, additionally, I will tell you how they are destined
to harm Moav at the end of days.” Viewed superficially, there
is no allusion here to Bilam’s malevolent plan to seduce Yisrael
with promiscuity.

To explain the matter, letus refer to a passukrelated to Yisrael’s
exodus from Mitzrayim (Shemos 12, 39): "mamanay 1920 85—
because they could not delay. Our sacred sefarim explain in
the name of the Arizal the reason “they could not delay.” In the
siddur of the Arizal (Haggadah shel Pesach), he explains that Bnei
Yisrael had sunk to the forty-ninth level of tumah in Mitzrayim.
Had they remained there any longer, they would have sunk to the
fiftieth level of tumah, and they would never have been able to
leave. Therefore, they had to leave Mitzrayim immediately.

As to why it would have been impossible to extricate them
from the fiftieth level of tumabh, let us refer to the Shela hakadosh
(Maseches Pesachim). It is written (Koheles 7, 14): nr nawy% 11"
"Rt wy—G-d has made the one in accordance with the
other. So, to extricate someone from a certain level of tumah
requires someone from the corresponding level of kedushah.
Now, since Moshe Rabeinu had only attained the forty-ninth
level of “binah,” he could only extricate Yisrael from the forty-
ninth level of tumah. Had they fallen to the fiftieth level of tumabh,
however, he would not have been able to do so.

Now, it is incumbent upon us to clarify the nature of the
fiftieth level of tumah—the level of tumah that would have
prevented Yisrael from ever leaving Mitzrayim. It appears that
we can find an answer in the Midrash (V.R. 32, 5): p»gn 772 o1
277 17 AR, RAN 13 KM 137 AN ANIDT TRIW? 1171, TP R 1Ny 1T
S By Yxw toxanw mxya my  Yosef descended to Egypt and
safeguarded himself from immorality; in his merit, Yisrael
also safeguarded themselves from immorality. Rabbi Chiya
bar Abba said: On account of this alone, Yisrael deserved
to be redeemed. It is apparent from the Midrash that the
prohibition of immorality and promiscuity is the fiftieth level of
tumah. Seeing as Yisrael refrained from promiscuity and did not
fall to the fiftieth level of tumabh, they deserved to be redeemed
from Mitzrayim.

Bilam Devised a Plan Causing Yisrael
to Fall to the Fiftieth Level of Tumah

Now, we know that our blessed sages equated Bilam’s
power of tumah with Moshe Rabeinu’s power of kedushah. In
the Sifri on parshas V'Zos HaBerachah, we find the following
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elucidation related to the passuk (Devarim 34, 10): 31 oy R57"
12 oyva 1 AeRT,Ep OTIPn NIRING Dar np XY UNAwea awnas hRawa iy
"nya—“never again has there arisen in Yisrael a prophet
like Moshe”; however, among the other nations of the world
one has arisen. Who is that? Bilam ben Beor. Since Moshe
Rabeinu only attained the forty-ninth level of “binah,” it would
stand to reason that Bilam’s prowess in the realm of tumah only
reached the forty-ninth level, as well.

Accordingly, Bilam foresaw via his power of nevuah that
HKB”H would reveal the “sha’ar hanun” to Yisrael le’asid la’'vo, in
keeping with the notion of: "X¥n >nxn mwn min”—a new Torah
will come forth from Me. Thus, he realized that this would
enable Yisrael to vanquish the klipah of Moav and terminate its
existence. This is alluded to by the name Moav. For, the gematria
of 3"8m is 49, alluding to the fact that their power is limited to
the forty-ninth level of tumah. Therefore, when Yisrael attain the
fiftieth level of kedushah, they will be able to rise above them and
vanquish them.

We can now explain Bilam’s advice to Balak: “Come, I shall
advise you how to prevent what this people will do to your
people at the end of days.” When they attain the fiftieth level of
“binah,” they will terminate your existence. Therefore, you must
cause their downfall by utilizing the fiftieth level of tumah; this
will prevent them from achieving the fiftieth level of kedushah. To

\‘!f
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accomplish this feat, our blessed sages explain that Bilam informed
Balak that “the G-d of this people despises promiscuity.” For, as
we have learned, the prohibition of immorality and promiscuity

represents the “sha’ar hanun” of tumah.

We now have cause to rejoice; for, we have achieved a better
understanding of Rabbi Nasan Shapira’s fantastic insight.
Pinchas, who is Eliyahu, as a reward for his zealous act, will
have the privilege of resolving for Yisrael all of the unresolved
issues and difficulties in the Torah le’asid la'vo. He will do so by
attaining the “sha’ar hanun.” Thus, he will amend and complete
the deficient term "ipn” by adding the final nun to it—resulting

in "1pon.

As we have explained, he was rewarded for having recalled
the pertinent halachah that the rest of Yisrael had forgotten:
13 Pya1a PRIp nanaR Yyian’—zealots may Kill one who cohabits
with an Aramis. His action prevented the rest of Yisrael
from following the example of Zimri ben Salu, who fell prey to
promiscuity. Thus, he saved them from falling to the fiftieth
level of tumah. Therefore, “midah k'neged midah,” he will be
privileged to learn the “sha’ar hanun” of kedushah from Moshe
Rabeinu and then teach it to all of Yisrael. This is the promise
HKB”H made to Moshe with the words: "ma% 1% o Rt o7 —

swiftly, in our times! Amen.

Our thanks and blessings are given to those who donated for the publication
of our weekly dvar Torah for the merit of SN9w* %3 3'mN

Family Madeb for the
Refuah Shelimah of Lea bat Virgini

Arthur & Randi Luxenberg nio15
of their wonderfull parents, children and grandson

To receive the mamarim by email: mamarim@shvileipinchas.com

N | P e e | e e
R =N =N =)

Y e

oy A N s A el Yo
Pl SN R e B =S A,

| — e — P W P Y ) |
A Y e Y Vel o el o e e e
N G SN G SN ) S SR (€5 SN s/ S e ./a

(s

e=Tnad

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NNYY NRID NIDTY
NP2 DY [2 NTIN' DNNANE DY NIIAT [2 DY 2PpY' NIV 2 ONI'A 501 N2 NdON

Parshas Pinchas 5779 | 6

/

OO



To sponsor or dedicate
this publication, please
call the Areivim office:

845-371-2760 or email
info@areivim.com

845-371-2760 |

reivim
LIFELONG SUCCESS
INFO@AREIVIM.COM

EMERGENCY HOTLINE
Dial: 845-371-2760

or Text: 914-490-8129
and type the word
“EMERGENCY”’

| WWW.AREIVIM.COM

To subscribe to the Weekly Email, please email info@areivim.com
and enter "Subscribe” into the subject line.

Please go to www.TorahAnytime.com to listen to Rabbi Shmuel
Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

H

The Malbim explains, Koch Hi Darko Shel Moshe, Shelo La’asos Dovor
B’li Atzas Ho’om Vhazikeinim. That was Moshe Rabbeinu’s practice: not
to do anything without the advice of the people and the leaders. In truth,
he was not asking them advice, as Hashem didn’t give Moshe Rabbeinu a
choice. Nevertheless, he was giving them the respect to be a part of the
decision process.

ashem instructed Moshe Rabbeinu to appoint Yehoshua as his
successor. Moshe does so in front of Eliezer & Zekainim. Why
did he do so if it was not a part of Hashem’s instructions?

Some people tell me that there is something wrong, and possibly
dangerous, to give decision making rights to those “under” them. In truth,
it is easier to expect others to respect people’s decision when they are
shown respect by discussing it with them. | learned this lesson from the
following Gemorro.

When R. Elozor Ben Azaria was asked to accept the position of Nosi,
he responded that he has to ask his wife. He asked her and she advised
him to decline the offer. Nevertheless, he accepted the position. Why
did he do this?

Spouses, like everyone else, want the respect of being spoken to, even if
they are aware that it is not their area of expertise. R. Elozor ben Azaria
gave her the respect and then made his independent decision.

This message presents a different perspective than is found in many
homes. It is worth considering a change in approach. Parents, and
anyone in a position of authority, should be aware that making individual
changes can often cause damage, unless the accompanying areas change
consistently with this change. It may be best to ask a Mechanech how to
slowly and effectively evolve into a more effective person.

When Happiness is Dependent on Something (or Someone)

married to each other, other times they are complete strangers.

One describes to me how they have great children, the other tells
me how disappointed they are with theirs. One has enough income, the
other does not. Most importantly, one is happy and upbeat, the other
is unhappy, with little hope that his or her life will improve. There are
several reasons for this scenario. In this article, | want to describe one
of them.

I often speak to two people with identical lives. Sometimes they are

| recently spoke to a woman who told me she was in a “good place”
because she finally found a cleaning lady. | explained to her that it is risky
to believe,and articulate, that she is in a good place
because of something “outside” of herself. When
people believe that they are in a good place
because of something that happened or
didn’t happen, they place themselves at risk
of being in a bad place without notice. That
is because they have staked their happiness on
something for which they will never have control.
The next week, her cleaning lady left her.

I find the thought that my happiness may be dependent on a
ride, a loan, or a smile from a friend, to be an unbearable way
to live. That would mean that | am in the hands of dozens of people
and “happenings”, many of whom don’t even know who | am, or have no
interest in my wellbeing, such as the person who Davens at the other end
of the Shul, or my mailman.

In addition to the challenge of living a life in which their happiness is
out of their control, people become accustomed to looking outwards,

"Instead of seeing their success to
be the result of their overall day,
their Aappiness becomes hostage to

A single event...”

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

instead of inwards, to be happy. The result is that they stop trying to
improve their lives. In the least, they look for shortcuts. They can ignore
some of their obligations because, “Today is good. | received the package
in the mail”.They may also say, “Nothing | do will matter because | didn’t
receive my package today”.

Instead of seeing themselves as the center of their world, they see
themselves as being surrounded by multiple people and objects who are
expected to serve them in various capacities. In addition, relying on others
for their wellbeing distorts their point system. Instead of seeing their
success to be the result of their overall day, their happiness
becomes hostage to a single event, one
which, logically, should not represent more
than a few percentage points of their day.

The need for external resources to make people
happy takes over people’s lives in multiple areas.
Here are some of them.

) Many people define happiness based on
money and what it can buy them. That perspective is not the same
as realizing that money is a necessary component of a successful life.
Some people feel that the absence of privileges, such as vacationing in
Florida for the winter or owning a specific car, makes it impossible to
be happy. (Someone actually made this exact argument to me.) When |
speak to some people obsessed with money, they can’t understand how
others are unable to recognize how money controls their ability to be

happy.

2) Some people believe that their ability to act responsibly is dependent
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on something other than their personal discipline.A friend told me that
he can’t be expected to keep a schedule (e.g. wake up at a normal time)
until he has a job. He sincerely meant it. As soon as he found a job, he
became accountable to a responsible schedule even on the days that he
wasn’t working. What he was conveying to me is more than, ““| have no
reason to wake up”. He was explaining to me that as hard as he tries, it is
not about him. He needs a schedule to keep his morning commitments.
What will happen to him if he is between jobs? How can a person feel
so “small” that outside events can control his ability to make decisions
for himself?

3) Many people can’t feel good about themselves unless they are wearing
certain clothes,makeup, etc. Again, that’s different than wanting to feel*“put
together” or attractive. Some people have given up many opportunities
because they did not have a chance to dress up nicely, even when the
opportunity was not at all connected with their appearance. They are
hostages to the illusion that they are “no one” without the external,
non-defining, presentation of themselves as properly as possible. | have
seen many people who, as their confidence increased, their attention to
clothing diminished.

Initially, when people believe that their happiness and success are
dependent on outside sources, it relieves them from a portion of their
daily pressure. Therefore, they begin to rely on other external things.
Initially, they are selective, picking from areas which they believe will work
out. But that only lasts for a short period of time.

Eventually, too many things matter; too many things control
their fate. Today will be a good day because of the weather, because

it's Friday, or because they are expecting a package in the mail. While
that seems harmless, they have “sold” themselves and, eventually, their
savior becomes their devil. The day becomes too humid or the package
contained the wrong product. Relying on so many external factors to
keep them happy and only requiring one of them to misfunction, they are
doomed to unhappiness.

People should appreciate that even in areas that truly matter; they are
not as life-altering as some people’s reactions make them seem. It does
negatively impact children and their families if one child misbehaves, but
it does not matter as much as some people believe. The same is true if
someone catches a cold, misses a meal, or makes a mess of their clothing.
It also does not matter in the long term if people get less sleep than they
preferred, or lie down with their children at bedtime for a much longer
amount of time than they had hoped.

| have found that when removing the emotional component of most
events, almost nothing which at that moment seemed to matter
significantly, matters at all when considered several days later. The
difficult part is convincing people to appreciate this fact while
they are experiencing the feeling that their life is out of their
control.

Happiness and success will always be dependent on
perspective. Sometimes, the luckiest people beome complainers, finding
one aspect of their life for which they feel helpless and then magnifying its
effect on the rest of their life. Those with constant challenges are upbeat,
constantly focusing on the good and how they can take control of the
events that take place around them.

Story from "Torah Tavlin™ By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman
ashem told Moshe to appoint Yehoshua bin Nun to become his
H successor. The Rambam in Mishne Torah asks why specifically
Yehoshua merited to be selected. There were other more qualified
candidates, like Elazar and Pinchos, who surpassed him in their
intellectual acuity. The Rambam answers that although Yehoshua, Pinchos,
and Elazar were all students of Moshe, Yehoshua was the "jnxa 170", his
most faithful disciple. He ministered to Moshe, followed him everywhere
and scrutinized his every action. About him, Chazal say, "\nI' nwim'v 21ma
NTIN'7n" - personally attending a Torah scholar is greater than studying itself.
This is why Yehoshua merited to inherit the mantle of leadership from Moshe.
One of the most intellectually stimulating works of Talmudic novellae
is the renowned “Birchas Shmuel” which is a collection of the chiddushei
Torah delivered by the great Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Boruch Ber Lebowitz zt”l,
of Kamenitz. In the world of the Yeshivos, the Birchas Shmuel is a sefer that
ranks on the highest level of Lomdus (deep analytical comprehension) and
to master the words of R’ Boruch Ber is to attain a deep and penetrating
understanding of a sugya.

R’ Yaakov Galinsky zt”l recounted the following story of how the
chiddushei Torah of R’ Boruch Ber came to be written in the form of a sefer.
When R’ Boruch Ber had organized his novellae and wished to have them
printed, he decided to call one of his closest disciples, R’ Yonah Karpilov zt”l
Hy”d (author of Yonas lleim) to put them down properly on paper and have
them printed. At the time, R’ Yonah Minsker (as he was commonly known)
was a student learning in the Mir Yeshivah. During this period, the lions of
the Torah world were studying in the Mir, including R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz
zt”l, R’ Aryeh Leib Malin zt”l, R’ Yechiel Michel Feinstein zt”l, R’ Yechiel Michel
Schlesinger zt”l and R> Shlomo Chomsker zt”| Hy’d, among others. R’ Yonah
had been a student of R’ Boruch Ber in Kamenitz - in fact, he was considered
the preeminent student of R’ Boruch Ber, and most probably one of the few
disciples who truly understood the deep and incisive chiddushim of his rebbi
which flew above the heads of most others.

Now, as R’ Boruch Ber wished to print his words of Torah, he could
think of no better individual to handle this monumental task than R’ Yonah.

0'129 |n*0...N1aN NN

As tremendous as he was in learning, he was also quite a capable writer - a
person with the uncanny ability of elucidating concepts clearly and brilliantly,
so that anyone who reads his words, can comprehend the material in a simple
and easy fashion. R’ Boruch Ber recognized the need to make his words clear
and definitive, while at the same time not relinquishing one iota of his deep
analytical intent. This was no small challenge and R’ Yonah was needed.

R’ Boruch Ber asked one of his students to pen a letter to the Mir, asking
R’ Yonah to come to Kamenitz. The talmid faithfully followed his master’s
directive and wrote the letter on a piece of paper in the name of the Rosh
Yeshivah.

The very next morning, R’ Boruch Ber could be seen walking about
searching for the talmid. He finally found him and quickly asked him if he had
written the letter to R’ Yonah.The student said that he had finished the letter
the night before and even addressed it, but he had not yet taken it to the post
office to have it properly mailed. R’ Boruch Ber sighed in relief and asked the
student to give him the letter. He had decided not to send it after all.

The student ran to retrieve the letter but as he handed it to his Rosh
Yeshivah, he could not help but inquire as to what had caused him to change
his mind. Did he not wish to use R’ Yonah Minsker? Why was he asking for
the letter back?

R’ Boruch Ber nodded and his expression remained stoic. “The truth
is that there is no one better than R’ Yonah for the task at hand. He would
surely do a great job which would benefit the Torah world immensely.
However; the thought occurred to me that if | recalled R’ Yonah from the Mir,
then the present talmidim who are sitting and learning my shiurim will feel
bad. Some of these talmidim are brilliant scholars themselves, but if they see
me working exclusively with R’ Yonah, it will cause them pain and anguish, as
if they are not worthy of writing their rebbi’s Torah or | don’t trust them. For
this reason, | have decided not to ask R’ Yonah to come and | will work with
my present talmidim on the sefer”

At the expense of quality and clarity, R" Boruch Ber’s middos would not
allow him to possibly cause another Jew pain.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT'L

Dovid Gurwitz
Parshas Pinchos

Rosh Chodesh Keneged Light and Dark Days

It is a little known fact that Parshas Pinchos, besides being the second longest parsha in the
Torah, is also the most-read parsha of the Torah throughout the year. Why? Every Rosh
Chodesh - twelve times a year - we read from Parshas Pinchos, where the Rosh Chodesh
offerings are described.

Why is Parshas Pinchos always read during or close to the Three Weeks, the period of twenty-
two days marking the destruction of Yerushalayim and the Bais Hamikdosh? Also, why does
the Torah need to discuss korbanos again after an entire sefer, Vayikra, was devoted to it?

First, let’s set the stage for the time we are approaching.

The Arizal discusses the first sentence in this week’s parsha, which mentions a variation of the
word kinah, anger, three times. Kinah has a value of 151, which times three equals 453, the
value of Tammuz. Tammuz is indeed a tough month of anger.

The Sefas Emes explains that the reason why Parshas Pinchos and its description of Rosh
Chodesh offerings always comes out during this sad time of year, prior to the Three Weeks, is
because by reading about the korbanos now, when we are hopefully thinking about the missing
Bais Hamikdosh, it reminds us to try and feel what we are missing in not having a Bais
Hamikdosh.

Rav Moshe Shapiro relates from the Oheiv Yisroel that some of our masters have calculated
that we have twenty-two festivals throughout the year. Sukkos is eight days, Pesach is seven,
and Shavuos and Rosh Hashanah are one day each. Yom Kippur is considered two days, one of
feasting and one of fasting. In addition, we have Shabbos, Rosh Chodesh and Purim.

We also have twenty-two days from Rosh Hashanah to Shemini Azteres. In contrast, he says,
there are twenty-two dark days during the Bein Hametzarim period.

Rav Shapiro says that the days between Rosh Hashanah and Shemini Atzeres are days of
rectification and rejoicing, keneged Tisha B’Av, the day of greatest mourning. He goes on to
show how, amazingly, Rosh Hashanah was originally supposed to be on the seventeenth of
Tammuz. Had we accepted the Torah properly, we would have gained the eternal life originally
given to Adam, pre-cheit.

Furthermore, had the meraglim returned without speaking /ashon hara, we would have entered
Eretz Yisroel immediately, instead of receiving the decree of death in the midbar.
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In essence, the true Yom Kippur was supposed to be on Tisha B’Av. On Rosh Hashanah, while
we still celebrate man’s creation, we do not celebrate his completion to move ahead with his
tachlis. Likewise, while we received the Torah on Yom Kippur, we were not zoche to enter Eretz
Yisroel because of what occurred on Tisha B’Av.

Rav Shapiro adds that the root of all this loss is our distortion of the Alef-Bais. We see in
Eichah, which we read on Tisha B’Av, that the Pey switches the order and comes before the
Ayin.

We ruined the order and altered our perception of reality to the extent that reality itself
became false, and we see what we already decided, not what is there. Tisha B’Av mystically
refers to the ninth of Av - Av standing for Alef-Bais.

Now we can perhaps understand why Parshas Pinchos is read before the dark twenty-two days.

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/ explains the significance of Rosh Chodesh and chatas
offerings.

Man’s greatest superiority is that he has free will. If he was not able to sin, then he would not
be a man, but rather an animal or an angel. The korban chatas atones for his ability to sin.

Rav Hirsch compares it in the language of Rosh Chodesh. The glory of the moon growing again
to light reveals the wisdom of its Creator, Who has granted the moon the power of temporary
darkness.

Every victory we have over cheit is atonement for the ability to sin with which Hashem made
human beings, and every Rosh Chodesh is to be taken as a reminder for us to achieve
atonement for the work of creation.

Thus, we observe Yom Kippur Koton prior to Rosh Chodesh as an expression of this
understanding. Both the bright of day and the dark of night form one day of life. The ups and
downs embodied by Rosh Chodesh form the foundation of the entire concept of Hashem, the
world, and humanity by establishing the idea of new creation out of free-will actions.

To further connect the dots, it is also interesting that Rosh Hashanah falls 73 days after Shivah
Assar B'Tammuz. What is the significance of the number 737

73 is the numerical value of the word chochmah. Targum Yonason translates the word
bereishis as chochmah. Rabbi Cutler of Monsey explains that the sum of 1 and 2 and 3 etc., up
to 73, equals the value of "Bereishis barah Elokim eis hashomayim ve’eis haaretz.” We see
Hashem’s chochmah in Creation one step at a time, cumulatively.

Chochmah can be broken into the words koach mah, the power of a question. Questions are
also a form of darkness, since, until they are answered, the one who asks them is in a state of
uncertainty about the topic in question.

Hashem’s chochmah is shown in Bereishis, and in this upcoming 73-day period, from the
beginning of the dark twenty-two days until the day of Rosh Hashanah, we can see the twenty-
two days of light in Tishrei and grab the additional opportunity to finally fix the mistakes of the
Bein Hametzarim period of Tammuz and Av.

Rosh Hashanah has a value of 861 - the same as Bais Hamikdosh. It is interesting that the
numbers 1 though 41 add up to 861, and Pinchas is the 41st parsha in the Torah hakadosh!
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Parashas Pinchas
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Pinchas ben Elazar ben Aharon HaKohen turned back My wrath
from upon Bnei Yisrael. (25:11)

Rashi explains why the Torah traces Pinchas’ ancestry back
three generations to Aharon HaKohen. The Shevatim, tribes, were
humiliating Pinchas, saying, “Did you see this son of Puti, whose
mother’s father (reference to Yisro, father-in-law of both Moshe
Rabbeinu and Pinchas’ father, Elazar HaKohen) fattened calves for
idolatry; yet, he killed the Nasi, Prince, of a tribe in Yisrael?” The
tribes expressed concern that, translated into simple layman
vernacular, questioned whether Pinchas was the “real deal”? Was he
sincere in his actions? Taking a purely jaundiced outlook at Pinchas’
ancestry, we observe that his grandfather was once an idolater. They
were quick to ignore the verity that, after testing all of the pagan
gods, Yisro came to the intellectual decision that there was only one
G-d, Hashem Yisborach. Yisro then converted, becoming a ger
tzedek. Nonetheless, sick people view everything through the
toxicity of their negativity. They saw an idol worshipper — they did
not bother to look further, because they were satisfied with what
they saw. They now had something to say, someone to denigrate; to
put down, to destroy. This gave them satisfaction in life.

Indeed, as Horav Binyamin Rabinowitz, zI (quoted by Horav
Gamliel Rabinowitz, Shlita), would observe: For some Jews, their
kanaus, zealousness, is not the product of pure intentions. They are
not motivated by a deep abiding love for the Almighty; thus, they
are not sincerely incensed when a flagrant desecration of His Name
occurs. They are, by nature, flawed human beings who seek to
rabble rouse wherever the opportunity arises. They employ all of
their so-called talents and skills, not for the common good, but
rather, to maim and to destroy, and they do all of this under the
guise of kanaus, zealousness. They are trouble makers who live for
strife and contentiousness. These individuals pursue evil in the name
of good.

How does one discern whether a person’s act of
zealousness is sincere or depraved? Rav Gamliel quotes from the
saintly Yehudi HaKadosh, zl, m’Peshischa, who teaches that the
litmus test for determining the veracity and sincerity of a person’s
kanaus is to observe how this very same kanai acts when a Jew is in
need of a favour, an act of loving-kindness. Does he act with mesiras
nefesh, self-sacrifice, to help another Jew, or does he reserve his
zealousness for character assassination and destruction? A person
who is otherwise the epitome of love for his fellow Jew, who is
sincerely pained and aggrieved when his brother commits a
transgression, whose compassion for another Jew is even greater
than the care he manifests for himself — such a person is a sincere
Jew, the “real deal, “an individual who may assume the mantle of
kanaus upon himself.

Horav Amram Blau, zl, a close confidante of Horav Yosef
Chaim Sonnenfeld, zl, Rav of the Old Yishuv during the challenging
times of early twentieth century Yerushalayim, was the primary
spokesman for the Eidah Chareidis, which represented the observant
community of Yerushalayim. (There were others, but they were
broad organisers whose focus was on world Jewry. The Eidah
Chareidis was focused on the Holy Land in particular.) He was the
consummate kanai who fought valiantly wherever the glory of

Hashem or Judaism (really the same thing) was undermined.
Nonetheless, nary a Shabbos occurred that his table was not filled
with the poor and wretched suffering Jews of Yerushalayim. These
were individuals whom no one could tolerate, lepers, whose bodies
were covered with boils, producing a noxious odor. No one would
have these individuals except for Rav Amram, in whose home -- and
at whose table -- they were welcome guests.

He was not the only one. Many others whose sincere love
of Hashem and all Jews would, at times, inspire them to battle for
the heart of Jewry were loving, compassionate individuals who did
not make chesed decisions based upon one’s level of religious
observance, but rather, on his needs. If a Jew is in need, his religious
observance is not considered. He is a brother, and one does not turn
his back on family. The Jew in need takes pre-eminence over
everyone — even family.
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Our father died in the wilderness, but he was not among the assembly
that was gathering against Hashem... rather he died of his sin. (27:3)

Tzlafchad’s daughters conceded that their father died as a
consequence of a sin that he had committed. They were not
justifying his behaviour. They did, however, underscore that his sin
was different than that of Korach’s mutineers or the malcontents
who complained against Hashem. Ki b’cheto meis, “Rather he died
for his sin.” It was by “his sin” alone that “he died”: V’lo hecheti es
acheirim imo, “And he did not cause others to sin with him” (Rashi).
Horav Gamliel Rabinowitz, Shlita, derives from Rashi that the only
rationale upon which the daughters of Tzlachfad could rely in order
to demand their father’s inheritance was that he was not a machati
es ha’rabim, did not cause others to sin. The fact that he might have
been either mechallel Shabbos, desecrated Shabbos, or one of the
maapillim, those who were intransigent (This refers to those who,
after the meraglim, spies, slandered Eretz Yisrael, and Hashem had
spelled out the nation’s punishment for their rebellion and
unwarranted weeping, decided, on their own and against Moshe
Rabbeinu’s instructions, to ascend the mountain and battle the
pagan nations.) did not disqualify him from bequeathing his
inheritance to his daughters. Had he been a machati es ha’rabim,
however, it would have been a sin so egregious that it would have
disqualified him from inheritance status. The sin of one who causes
others to sin is so great that the sinner is not granted the
opportunity to perform teshuvah.

Some people sin, and some of these people are not
satisfied with their own personal flawed behaviour; they feel it is
necessary to include others, to cause others to sin. Not all such
people do this with malicious intent, bent on destroying others;
rather, due to their personal misbehaviour, others have followed and
have themselves, in turn, sinned. It is a chillul Hashem, desecration
of Hashem’s Name. When a distinguished person who should know
better errs, defers to his base desires and commits an aveirah, sin,
unbecoming to anyone — especially someone of his stature, he will
invariably cause others to emulate him and follow his profligate
behaviour. After all, if it is good for “him,” it is good for me. This is a
chillul Hashem which brings about a machti es harabim. It is not his

Hebrew Academy of Cleveland

Dedicated to the memory of Ellis Goldberg z”’| publisher and distributor of the Worldwide edition of Peninim

iy

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NNYY NRID NIDTY
NP2 DY [2 NTIN' DNNANE DY NIIAT [2 DY 2PpY' NIV 2 ONI'A 501 N2 NdON

OO



intention to have others follow his way, but it is inevitable. Thus, he
is classified as a Yaravam ben Nevat, the king who is the paradigm of
evil, who causes others to sin. While Yaravam acted intentionally, the
fellow who desecrates Hashem’s Name acts selfishly, for reasons of
self-gratification, insensitive to the effect his actions will have on
others. Their reasons and motivation might vary, but their
punishment remains the same, because they cause others to sin.
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Take to yourself Yehoshua Bin Nun, a man in whom there is spirit,
and lay your hand on him. (Bamidbar 27:18)

The Sifri (quoted by Rashi) relates that Moshe Rabbeinu
told Yehoshua, Ashrei she’zachisa I’hanhig banav shel Makom, “How
fortunate are you to be able to lead G-d’s children.” The next pasuk,
however, seems to imply otherwise. “You shall stand him... and
command him before their eyes.” Rashi comments that Moshe told
Yehoshua that leading Klal Yisrael would not be a “walk in the park.”
They are a troublesome and uncooperative people and difficult to
please. He stressed the importance as he ascended to this
leadership position, that he be fully cognisant of the possible pitfalls
that he would be likely to encounter. On the one hand, Rashi
indicates that Yehoshua should bless his good fortune in having been
selected as leader of Hashem’s children, and almost in the same
breath he is warned to beware of their irascible temperament. How
are we to understand this discrepancy?

Horav Shimon Schwab, zl, explains that at Maamad Har
Sinai, the Revelation at Har Sinai, in addition to receiving the Torah,
Klal Yisrael were inducted as banim laMakom, Hashem’s children.
While all human beings are created b’tzelem Elokim, in the image of
G-d, it is only Klal Yisrael who is infused with the unique kedushah,
holiness, described as banim laMakom. As such, it becomes a Torah
leader’s obligation to look beyond the external Jew and focus on his
intrinsic holiness. It is for this reason that Moshe Rabbeinu said to
Yehoshua, “How fortunate are you that you have merited leading
the children of Hashem. While it is true that (like all leaders) you will
encounter among them individuals who will test you with their
rebellious spirit, they are children nonetheless and this is to be
expected. You should not permit these challenges to deter you,
because your entire mission is to reveal their essence and bring out
their potential for greatness. This might be a struggle, but it is a
worthwhile struggle, because, through your efforts, you will have
the merit of unveiling their true character. You will see that beneath
the veil of their troublesome tendencies, they are indeed banim
laMakom.”

Three bachurim, students in VYeshivah Le’tzeirim of
Ponovezh, where Horav Michel Yehudah Lefkowitz, zI, was Rosh
Yeshivah, engaged in an activity that was inappropriate. When Rav
Michel heard about it, he became greatly disturbed and agitated.
Nonetheless, he did not react immediately. The next day, he began
to cry uncontrollably. The bachurim were shocked. They had never
seen their revered Rebbe weep so bitterly. As the sobbing and
heaving continued, the boys began to fear for their Rebbe’s health.
Finally, one bachur mustered up the courage to go up to Rav Michel
Yehudah and ask if he should summon a doctor. The Rosh Yeshivah
replied, “No. The refuah is in this room.”

The comment was greeted with shocked incredulousness.
The puzzled bachurim stared at him blankly, not knowing what to
say or what to do. The three bachurim who were the cause of the
Rosh Yeshivah’s sudden “illness” exchanged glances. They were
acutely aware of what ailed their Rebbe. All three burst into tears.
(They were serious bachurim who had stumbled. It was the first time
they had acted in such a manner.) Finally, Rav Michel Yehudah
calmed himself sufficiently to continue the shiur. He never spoke of
the incident to anyone. The boys involved did not require another
talk from him. They had already received a powerful mussar

shmuess, ethical/disciplinary lesson. The Rosh Yeshivah was quite
aware with whom he was dealing. These were Hashem’s children.
They required special treatment.

A Jew is a Jew regardless of the various external shells,
comprised of excuses and rationales to justify his errant behaviour,
under which he “masquerades” himself. While some blatantly
identify their affiliation or lack of observance as a new progressive
approach to Judaism in the modern world, others conceal their half-
hearted attempt at mixing modernity with some form of religious
observance; yet, they are all beneath the facade — Jews. Indeed, Rav
Schwab was once traveling and sitting opposite a fellow who felt the
need to identify himself to the distinguished Rav, “l am a ‘member
of the tribe,” but not much of a Jew. | am actually an atheist.” This
was his introduction.

Rav Schwab related, “In the middle of the night, this man
insisted on sharing with me that he was an atheist.” This did not
happen once or twice, but three times. Finally, after he informed the
Rav for the third time that he did not believe in G-d, the Rav realised
that he really wanted attention. Rav Schwab looked at the man and
said, “You are an atheist like | am an atheist. You are a Yid with a
husk. Within this husk, a Jewish heart, which is calling out to
Hashem, is beating. You are hungry and thirsty; you have not
received any spiritual nourishment. You must break through that
husk and feed that thirst (Rav Schwab on the Parsha).”

We all come across such Jews, crying, begging for
attention. While this approach may not be suitable for us all, to
ignore these brothers and sisters would be a crime. After all, not
only are they our family, they all also happen to be Hashem’s
children.
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You shall place some of your majesty upon him. (27:20)

Meihodecha; “Some of your majesty,” but not all of it. This
implies, say Chazal (Bava Basra 75a), that the face of Moshe
Rabbeinu was like the sun, and the face of Yehoshua like the moon.
Yehoshua was thus a reflection of Moshe — but not an equal. Chazal
continue that the Zekeinim, Elders, of that generation (upon seeing
Yehoshua in comparison to Moshe) commented, “Woe to that
bushah, shame; woe to that chlimah, disgrace.” The question is
obvious: Why did the Elders make this remark? If the contrast
between Moshe and Yehoshua was so apparent (moon versus sun),
then the younger members of the “presidium” should also have
noted this.

Horav Shlomo Heiman, zl, explains that while the younger
members undoubtedly saw that Moshe was greater than Yehoshua,
they perceived the contrast in terms of lumens: Moshe’s light had
greater brilliance than that of Yehoshua. The Zekeinim, however, saw
much more than greater light. They perceived very different types
of luminaries: the sun and the moon. They are not just simply not
the same. Even if one were to take the light of ten moons, it would
never compare to the sun, which is a totally dissimilar light.

The Rosh VYeshivah derives from here an important
principle: The difference between Torah leaders of previous
generations and those of ours (or his) generation is not simply a
quantitative difference. It is totally different; there is absolutely no
comparison. For example, he quotes the Or Sameach, Horav Meir
Simchah of Dvinsk, as having commented that his bekius,
encyclopaedic knowledge of Shas, was not less than that of the
Ketzos HaChoshen (an earlier gadol, Torah giant), but no one can
compare the Rashba (early commentator) of the Or Sameach to the
Rashba of the Ketzos. It was a totally different commentary, since
these two gedolim understood the Rashba’s commentary in totally
different — unrelated -- ways.
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This is the fire-offering that you are to offer Hashem: Male lambs in
their first year, unblemished, two a day, as a continual
elevation/burnt-offering. (28:3)

Klal Yisrael was commanded to sacrifice (through the
agency of the Kohanim) two unblemished one-year-old lambs as a
burnt-offering daily, one in the morning and the second in the
afternoon. This was called the Korban Tamid. The Sefer HaChinuch
offers a rationale for this mitzvah. It is in order that we be aroused --
and thus inspired -- by this mitzvah to remind us to orient all of our
hearts and all of our thoughts towards clinging to Hashem. When a
person acts/behaves in a specific manner, his nature is aroused in
accordance with its involvement in his actions. [In other words, a
person becomes what he does. If a person davens daily with feeling,
then the davening inspires and moulds him.] As a person’s nature is
designed such that he requires two meals a day, morning and
evening, he is commanded to place his industry and occupation in
the involvement of the service of his Creator — two times a day as
well. This is so that the service of the servant for himself not be
greater than the service that the servant performs for his Master. All
of this is in order that the servant not forget his Master and that his
spirit be aroused to remember his Master.

The Sefer HaChinuch underscores the importance of
remembering Hashem, so that all of our thoughts be focused on
clinging to Him. How easy it is to take life and living for granted,
almost to expect everything with which we are blessed. We must
remember that Hashem’s love for us is the result of our serving Him
and our consistency in never forgetting the “role” He plays in our
lives. When we forget, He “reminds” us. How sad it is when we
require His reminder. No greater instance of the Jew’s deveikus,
clinging, to Hashem was manifest than during the Holocaust. Our
ancestors were subject to the most brutal affliction and privation.
What kept them going, despite their immense pain and suffering,
was their belief in Hashem, their everlasting inexorable clinging to
Him.

Horav Matisyahu Solomon, Shlita (cited by Horav Yitzchak
Zilberstein, Shlita), quotes a story that he heard from Horav Chaim
Shmulevitz, zI, who broke down in tears as he related the story. A
Jew who was close to Rav Chaim visited him one day. This Jew had
spent five years interned in various concentration/death camps
during the Second World War He had witnessed evil at its nadir,
unspeakable brutality and cruelty, atrocities against Jews that were
perpetrated by human fiends, such that unless one was personally
privy to them, he would never believe it possible to be executed by a
human being. Rav Chaim asked his friend from where was he able to
draw inspiration to survive this terrible epoch in his life spiritually.
How was he able to emerge with his emunah, faith in Hashem,
intact?

With a shaky voice and a body that trembled when he
spoke, the man related his tale of faith: “They took everything from
us, leaving us bereft, not only of our material possessions, but also
doing everything to divorce us from any relationship with spirituality.
We had almost no opportunity to perform mitzvos, or to study
Torah. Prayer was just about impossible; even reciting a simple
blessing was not within our ability, because we had no clear area in
the camps where it was appropriate to recite a blessing. [This was all
part of the Nazi plan to destroy the Jew’s relationship with Hashem.
They understood that as long as we maintained our indomitable
faith in Hashem, they would never destroy us. A Jew can be broken
physically, but his spiritual engine cannot be laid to rest. Our faith in
the Almighty is what sets us apart from all other people.]

“There was one area of faith, one mitzvah from which our
accursed persecutors could not separate us: the moon!”

When the man said this, Rav Chaim looked at him
incredulously. He did not understand to what the man was alluding.
The man continued:

“We would go out to the forest very early in the morning —
before dawn. There we would cut trees and chop wood all day until
nightfall. All day, we worked and toiled with back-breaking labour
until our reprieve at night. We left our barracks when it was still
night and returned “home” when it was again night. We marched
back from the forest, single file, each one of us in a perfect straight
file. The punishment for deviating from the line was severe. We
were bone-weary and famished. We did this day in and day out.

“There were among us Jews who kept track of the date,
reckoning the beginning of each month, each new moon. Thus,
when we returned to the camp, we looked up at the sky and gazed
upon the new moon in order to recite the blessing on the new moon
— Kiddush Levanah. Word quickly spread, ‘There is a levanah!" At
that very moment, amidst the pitch black darkness of the night, the
only luminary was the shining moon. We each took the hand of our
friend/fellow/next in line in such a manner that the evil oppressors
did not notice and we recited the blessing — after which we sang
quietly, Tovim meoros she’hara Elokeinu. The monthly fulfilment of
this mitzvah kept me going, strengthening and encouraging me for
five years of purgatory on earth! Now the Rosh Yeshivah knows my
story!”

Rav Zilberstein concludes with a meaningful observation. In
one of the commentaries to the Orchos Chaim I’HaRosh, it is stated
that, when the Bais Hamikdash was standing and functioning as the
place where the Shechinah reposed, Hashem was near to us through
its agency. Once the Bais Hamikdash was destroyed, Hashem
becomes close to us when we recite Kiddush Levanah.

Va’ani Tefillah
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V’Karno tarum b’Yeshuosecha.
And enhance his pride with Your salvation.

As mentioned previously, the horn symbolises glory; thus, it
was the medium used to anoint monarchs. The strength of the horn
implies the hope for the endurance of the monarchy. This all began
when Hashem blew the spirit of life into Adam HaRishon’s body, creating
the first entity that could praise Him as the Supreme King of the world.
We ask that Hashem blow the Great Shofar that will herald our
Redemption for which we have waited throughout the millennia. A very
beautiful story accompanies this thought.

The Munkatcher Rebbe, zI, had a grandson, Rav David Tzvi,
whom he cherished very much. During Elul, the Rebbe would blow
shofar after davening, after which his grandson would ask that he blow
it again. Just for him. The Rebbe acquiesced to the child’s request. On
Erev Rosh Hashanah, however, the Rebbe did not blow shofar — neither
in shul, nor for his grandson, because Halachah states that we do not
blow shofar on Erev Rosh Hashanah. David Tzvi was not accepting this
explanation. He wanted to hear the Shofar blast. He lay down on the
floor and began crying incessantly until the Rebbe deferred to his tears
and blew the shofar.

The next day, Rosh Hashanah, the Rebbe customarily spoke to
the Kahal, congregation, prior to Tekias Shofar. This time was different.
“Ribbono Shel Olam!” he began. “I am not suitable to give mussar,
rebuke/inspiration, to the people, because | have transgressed a
Halachah in the Shulchan Aruch. | blew shofar for my dear grandson on
Erev Rosh Hashanah. Why did | do it? Because my grandson lay on the
floor crying, pleading with me to blow the shofar. | could not stand to
see his pain.

“Hashem Yisborach, it is close to 2000 years that Your children
have been lying on the floor, crying in pain, pleading with You to blow
just one blast of the Shofar — for our Redemption.”

Teka b’Shofar Gadol I'cheiruseinu!

This publication is available worldwide via email and e-readers.
For info call: ISRAEL 02 532 6058 / USA (216) 371-7609 / UK 0208 420 4821
or e-mail: peninim@dvar.info
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Kinder Torah.

Parashas Pinchas

‘D1

Mourning the Beis
HaMikdash

During these three weeks, we mourn

the many tragedies that have befallen the
Jewish People; first and foremost, the loss
of the Beis HaMikdash. A mourner is sad
because he has experienced a loss. In or-
der for us to mourn, we have to realize
what we have lost. The Gemora in Suk-
kah 51b says, “One who has not seen the
Beis HaMikdash has never seen a majestic
building.” Let us try to recall the most
magnificent building we have ever seen.
The Beis HaMikdash was
infinitely more beautiful. It
was much more than an
awesome structure. It was
the focal point of a whole
different world.

[CIRC RN SR )

(14
Come children, it is

almost Pesach. Hurry and
pack up, we are going to
Yerushalaim to the Beis
HaMikdash!”

“But | will miss my friends
Heshy and Yankel.”

“Don't worry they will be
going too, along with all of our friends,
family and neighbors.”

“Won't it be crowded there in Yerusha-
laim?”

“Wait until you get there. You will see one
of Hashem's miracles. No matter how
many people will come, there will always
be room for everyone in Yerushalaim.”

“l see the Beis HaMikdash off in the dis-
tance! Look at that, the wind is blowing
very strong, and the column of smoke is
not moving! What a miracle!”

“When we get closer, you will see a fire that
even the heaviest rains cannot extinguish.”
“Look, there's Heshy, there's Yankel, and
there's Uncle Yosef! What a beautiful sight
to see everyone coming to Yerushalaim!”
“Here we are now in the courtyard of the
Beis HaMikdash. Everyone is standing
crowded together. The next part of the
service requires us to lie down. What will
we do? Where will we have room? Look
at that, a miracle! There is plenty of room
for everyone to lie down.”

Kinderlach . . .

¢ May we all merit to properly mourn the
i Beis HaMikdash and therefore be present
i to rejoice in its rebuilding.

........................................................

An Attack On
The Soul

(13
Hey Reuven, do you want to come

with us?”

“Where are you guys going?”

“To see a film.”

“No thank you.”

“Why not?”

“That’s no place for a nice boy. They

show all kinds of things on the movie

screen which can poison your mind and

soul.”

“Wow, those are pretty strong words.

What are you worried about? Nobody is

out to get you. You just pay your money,
= go in, and sit down

X Nobody bothers you.”

“Maybe nobody hurts your

body, but they make a

terrorist attack on your

soul.”

[CHC R IR)
1
Harass the Midianites

and smite them” (Bamidbar
25:17). Why? The Midianites
sought to destroy us by mak-
ing us sin. They tricked us
into worshipping their idol,
Baal Peor. This caused
Hashem’s anger to flare up
against Israel. Twenty four
thousand Jewish souls died. And so, we
had to punish the Midianites.

The Medrash adds a fascinating insight.

Someone who causes a person to sin is
worse than one who kills him. The killer
can only remove him from this world.
However, he still has his portion in the
next world. The one who makes him sin,
removes him from both worlds. This
world is temporary. The next world is
forever.

Klnderlach

i So many forces are out to get our souls.

i The technology is almost irresistible. Every :
i new electronic device is a big distraction.
: How can you think about Hashem when
: the screen beckons? The newspapers, ad-
E vertisements, billboards, are all experts at

Kinderlach . . .

Rashi answers that they did teshuva

(repentance). At the time of the rebellion,
their hearts stirred with teshuva. Why did
they not confess? The Medrash explains
that they were terrified. They saw the
fires of gehennom burning all around
them. They could not speak. Yet, just a
thought of teshuva was enough to save
them. And so we see the tremendous
power of teshuva. In one moment, they
went from the fires of gehennom to sing-
ing shira to Hashem (Tehillim 44-49).

: Life is full of opportunities for teshuva. Did
i you take someone’s book without permis-
: sion? Give it back. Did you say some hurtful :

i words to your sister? Apologize. Did you
s have an argument with your neighbor?
: with kavannah. Teshuva is not limited to

i tsaddikim. Anyone can do teshuva at any
i time. Don’t miss the opportunity.

: Make peace. Did you pray without any
: kavannah (concentration)? Next time pray

: Yom Kippur. It is not only a mitzvah for

Special Favor

Therefore say, ‘Behold! | give him My

covenant of peace.”” (Bamidbar 25:12).
These were Hashem’s words, informing
Moshe that He was forming a covenant
with Pinchas ben Elazar ben Aharon Ha-
Kohen. The Netziv in his commentary on
the Torah entitled Ha’amek Davar points
out two levels of fondness between
Hashem and Pinchas. Firstly, Hashem
formed a bris (covenant) with Pinchas. He
has only done this with the most right-
eous people of all generations, of whom
He is most fond, such as the Avos HaKe-
doshim (our Holy Forefathers). Secondly,
Hashem informed Moshe that He was
making this bris. Verbal expression of His
affection shows how deep it really is.

This concept is expressed in Pirkei Avos

(3:18). “Israel is dear (to Hashem) for they
are called (His) children. As an act of spe-
cial favor, He let them know that they are
called His children. As the verse states,
‘You are children to Hashem your G-d’
(Devarim 14:1).” We see that Hashem has
a special fondness for each and every Jew.

TN ENNNEAsEEEERsEEEEEEsEEEEsssEEEEsssEEEssEEEERer .

S

: taking you out of redlity. Let your eyes see i :

i Seforim Kedoshim (Holy Books). Let your

5 ears hear words of Torah and Tefillah. Let

your soul live!

Teshuva

15
And the sons of Korach did not die”

(Bamidbar 26:11). Why not? They were part
of a rebellion against Moshe Rabbeinu, the
Godol HaDor. The pit of gehennom
opened to swallow up the rebels. Why did
they merit salvation in a high place?

e,
0

Kinderlach . . .

: i Hashem loves you. Don’t ever forget that.
: i You are very special to Him. Do you see

i how much Abba and Imma love you?

: There is nothing that they would not do

: for you. That is how much Hashem loves

i you. How do we know that He loves us so :
i much? He expresses it. He tells the world  :
i that we are His children. Remember these :
i two things always, kinderlach. One,

: Hashem loves you. Two, when you love

i someone, do not hesitate to express it.

i Watch your relationship bloom with that

i, warm glow of love between people.

All rights reserved to the author « Please direct all inquiries concerning this publication to (02) 585-2216. #1079#
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Bad Sins, and Worse Sins

25'11 “aN 2 ATV |2 oo

mnn DX 2'Ya jnoa”

“Pinchos the son of Elazar the

son of Aharon Hakohen,
turned back My wrath from upon B’nei
Yisroel, when he zealously avenged My
vengeance among them.” Zimri was Mezaneh
with Kozbi, and the Torah tells us that Pinchos
acted with zealotry and killed them, thereby
saving Klal Yisroel. Zimri was one of many in
Klal Yisroel who was Mezaneh. Why did
Pinchos wait to take action until Zimri was
Mezaneh, while he sat by idly while many
others sinned?

Eichah 1:8 “p 7y ,0'"7win' nxon XVN
nn'n N7’ — “Yerushalayim sinned a great sin,
she has therefore become a wanderer.” There
are those who Chas V’sholom sin due to great
Ta’avos, desires, they have, and there are
those who sin to anger Hakodosh Boruch Hu
and not because of Ta’avos. For those who sin
to anger Hakodosh Boruch Hu, the Posuk in
Yechezkel 20:38 says, “n'Tnn ndn mnal
TNTR 781 DNIR K'YIN DDA YIXA 2 DYYIDNI
T ax D DnyTI LRI K7 IR — “T will separate
from among you those who rebel and those
who transgress against Me, I will take them
out of the land of their sojourning, but they
will not come to the soil of Israel, and then you
will know that I am Hashem.” Those who
openly seek to transgress against Hashem
don’t have much of a chance of a rebirth, while
one who sins because of Ta’avah, has a chance
for rebirth, because for him it is easy to do
Teshuva. (1% nwiTp)

“IR INIPA TR M un 'nn DR QYN
pdima MmN’ — The word, “Ddma” — “From
within them” appears to be extra. This story
with Pinchos needs to be understood. Prior to
Zimri being Mezaneh with Kozbi, there were
many amongst Klal Yisroel, who were
Mezaneh with the daughters of Moav and
Midyan. It was known that the Din is that if
one is Mezaneh with an Aramis, a zealot can
kill him. If so, why didn’t Pinchos kill any of
the others who were Mezaneh? Why did he
wait to take action until he saw Zimri being
Mezaneh? Sanhedrin 44a — Tehillim 106:30
“9791 on1o Ty’ — “Pinchos stood up and
executed judgment.” The Loshon of 7791
teaches us that after Pinchos stabbed Zimri
and Kozbi, he brought them while they were
still on his sword to the Ohel Moed. He threw
them down in front of Hakodosh Boruch Hu
and asked, “Because of these 24,000 needed to
die in a plague?” What was Pinchos asking?
It wasn’t only because of them, it was because
there were many who were Mezaneh. The ones
who were Mezaneh died before this because of
their own sins.

We can explain this with a story that
happened to a Chochom who was the Rov of a
city. He entered the home of a wealthy and
powerful Yid on Tisha Ba’av, for it was a
matter of Pikuach Nefesh for another Yid. The

Rov saw the wealthy Yid sitting at his table,
with his wife and children, and there were
numerous dishes of meat in front of them —
meats that he generally only ate on Shabbos
and Yom Tov. He also had on the table very
expensive wine. The wealthy man had a cup
of wine in his hand, and he drank it in front of
the Chochom. The Chochom told him: “Drink
and eat with gusto, and enjoy it!” The
Chochom then proceeded to discuss with the
wealthy man about the issue he had come for,
and then left. The Chochom’s Talmidim said
to him: “Our Rebbe; we know that you never
use Chanifah (to flatter) on a person, for it is
improper. We know that you couldn’t rebuke
the wealthy person for drinking on Tisha
Ba’av, for he would not have listened to you.
Not only would he have not listened to you, but
he would have become angry with you, and you
would have been in danger. You shouldn’t
have said anything to him. Why did you tell
him to enjoy his wine that he was drinking
against Halacha on Tisha Ba'av?” The
Chochom responded: “I said it to lessen his sin,
for I know with certainty that this wealthy
man does not drink wine the rest of the year
because the doctor warned him that even
drinking one cup of the wine will cause much
harm to him. Yet on this day of Tisha Ba’av,
he is drinking it just to go against Halacha, he
is doing it to anger Hashem. He also had meat
in front of him which would also cause him
harm, and he was planning to eat it. He was
going to eat and drink despite the damage it
would cause him — he was sinning to make a
point that he did not want to listen to Halacha.
We know that if one sins just because he wants
to go against Hashem, the sin is tenfold worse
than one who sins because of his desire for
something. Therefore, I blessed him that he
should have a desire and enjoy the food and
wine so that he should only be sinning because
of his desires, and not to anger Hashem.”
Pinchos saw with Ruach Hakodesh
that there was a great Kitrug against Klal
Yisroel for the sin of Zenus, and he saw that
they deserved to Chas V’sholom be destroyed.
However, he saw an opening for them to be
saved, and to say that they were not sinning to
anger Hashem, rather they sinned because
they were drunk. The Medrash tells us that
the daughters of Moav and Midyan tricked
them, got them to drink wine, and then Klal
Yisroel were Mezaneh. Perhaps one can say
that because they were drunk they were
considered an O’nes, for they were not in
control of themselves. This was a way to bring
forth Zechus to Klal Yisroel so that they not be
destroyed. Zimri was different then the rest.
He was not inebriated at all. He went to
Moshe and asked him if it was permitted for
him to be with Kozbi. Zimri said that even if
Moshe wanted to say that it was prohibited, he
had no right to do so, for he married the
daughter of Yisro, and therefore, Zimri was

allowed to be with Kozbi. When Pinchos saw
this, he utilized the Din that a zealot was
allowed to kill Zimri, and killed him. Pinchos
took the sword which had speared Zimri and
Kozbi, and showed it to the entire Klal Yisroel.
All of Klal Yisroel saw what he had done, and
they were all quiet. This was a proof that they
all agreed that Pinchos had killed Zimri
according to the Din. How could they have
agreed to it, when they themselves were also
Mezaneh? They were Mezaneh while
inebriated; they were not doing it against
Hashem, rather they were doing it to fulfill
their animalistic desires. Though as far as
Zimri, they understood he was doing it out of
spite, and deserved to be killed. Pinchos acted
with great zealotry in front of the entire Klal
Yisroel, and by Klal Yisroel all being quiet and
agreeing to what he did, this was the opening
for Zechus for the rest of Klal Yisroel, that they
did not sin in order to go against Hakodosh
Boruch Hu. “ndima” — The Zechus to save Klal
Yisroel was that Pinchos had Zimri and Kozbi
dead on his sword, and showed it to all of Klal
Yisroel — “amongst them.” They all agreed
with the act of Pinchos, for they knew that the
others who had sinned had done so because
they were inebriated and because of their
lusting after their desires — not to act against
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, or to anger Him. “x7
MNI7A 78w M2 Nk 'N'D” — therefore Klal
Yisroel were not killed — they were spared
from the wrath of Hashem. (*n qor Tiy)

A diabolical plan had been put in
place to get Klal Yisroel. Bilam knew that
Hakodosh Boruch Hu hates Zenus, and
therefore came up with a plan where Klal
Yisroel would be Mezaneh, and this would
cause Hakodosh Boruch Hu to become angry
with them. Many in Klal Yisroel were
Mezaneh, and certainly Hakodosh Boruch Hu
was not happy with their actions. However,
Klal Yisroel were not seeking to rebel against
Hakodosh Boruch Hu. They were tricked into
it, became inebriated, and sinned for pleasure.
While sinning for pleasure is certainly
prohibited, and cannot be condoned in any
way, it was not a display of rebellion against
Hakodosh Boruch Hu. Zimri was different
than the rest. He was not inebriated and went
to challenge Moshe. He asked Moshe if he was
allowed to be with Kozbi — and that Moshe
really had no right to say he was not allowed,
for Moshe took Tzipporah, the daughter of
Yisro, for a wife. While Zimri’s comparison
was flawed, for Tzipporah converted and Kozbi
didn’t, the point was that Zimri was coming to
challenge Moshe, and being that Moshe was a
true Eved Hashem, it meant that he was
challenging Hakodosh Boruch Hu. Pinchos
acted with great Mesiras Nefesh for the sake
of the Name of Hashem, and to save Klal
Yisroel, to act against this great rebellion of
Zimri. May we all be Zoche to act with Mesiras
Hashem for the sake of Hashem.

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer ”Parshﬁh Pshetl”, or to receive a free wee-k\y Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshete\@ﬁmail.com Thank you, Y. Schecht:r
e ——
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PINCHUS, THE FOUR ELEMENTS, AND LONGENTIVITY

(2* Nd) D17 MM DX 17 1NN 0 MK PY

Pinchus merited to receive the beracha of Shalom which the Targum Yonasan describes as him becoming a malach who
will live forever and will herald in the news of the geulah. What is the relationship between Shalom and eternal life? The
Soforno explains that loss and death come about through combatants of opposites. This is explained further in the
Mahari Asad that man is composed of four basic elements 19y 0'n NN WK fire wind water and earth. Death occurs
when one element overpowers and takes control of the other. For instance water over fire. Harmony amongst the
elements where they all work together furthers longevity. By Pinchus Hashem gave him the beracha of Shalom which
means that all the four elements will share equal status without one being constantly in control over the others. This
wholesomeness and working partnership amongst the four elements merit long life.

Rav Chaim Vital writes that these four elements are the basis for all our middos. Fire is middas hadin and water is middas
hachesed. When shalom is attained within a person, every middah becomes flexible, when it should be employed and
when not. Shelaimus can only be attained if possesses the ability to be in control of his middos and smoothly shifts
between them when necessary. If one reaches such a level he is considered that he spiritually gave birth to himself. As
the passuk says N1 N1 NIT72IN NYK, that the offspring of Noach was Noach. To add to this allusion the next word in that
passuk is W'N. It is with this word that the Torah is describing why he gave birth to himself and that is because he was an
w'X which is gematriah the acronym of the four yesodos 19y 0'n nin WX 311. This concept is hinted in the gematriah T
nITIo! which, equals nmn, shelaimus, and 'NT7M my birth place. Noach in this passuk is described as n'mn which means
complete because he lived harmoniously with his niTio* 1. The word "y which means childless (Bereishis 15,2 Rashi) is
caused by the malfunction of its gematriah of niTi0o' 1. Such an individual cannot give birth to himself. This is what
Dovid Hamelech said to his son Shlomo (Melachim 1,2,2) w'x? n"nl Np7NI strengthen yourself and become a man.
According to us, we can interpret it to mean strengthen yourself and "become". Becoming means to give birth to
oneself. How? w'X"7 by refining one's four middos and perfecting them to live in harmony by cooperating one with the
other in order to achieve the goal of kovod shamayim.

In Noach's ark he housed all the animals, birds, and insects that were destined to live in the future generations after the
Mabbul. All of the survivors were those who did not propagate outside their species. They were a reflection of Noach's
madraigah who was the microcosm of the future destiny of man and creation on earth. All those in the ark were not
dysfunctional in their middos and were not driven by one middah which took over all the rest. Yet all these living
creatures possessed different middos from one another yet they are all lived in the ark in harmony like the future
prophecy that the lion and lamb will dwell together.

When we recite Shmah Yisrael twice a day we remind ourselves to strive in reaching this goal of unifying all four middos.
The last two words of the passuk Shmah Yisrael is TNX 'In'. The four yesodos find their source in the four letters of 'In'.
The word TnKX is split into two words: NX which means to unify and T which represents the four yeshodos. A Yid's
objective is to unify the four primary middos into one harmonious working unit.

RAMAPOST AInannl
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This is why the Shulchan Aruch begins with the passuk (Tehillim 16,8) Tan '1a17 'In' 'n"1w. | equate Hashem before me
constantly. We can also interpret this passuk to mean is that my goal is to balance and make all my middos equal with
each other working in harmony for a common goal. This is accomplished by the seeing the four lettered name of
Hashem in front of me constantly since it represents the four elements and middos and their unification. The passuk
ends with the words v X7 11'm from Hashem's right hand you will not fall. According to our interpretation we can
explain these words to mean that if every middah of a person is considered the "right" meaning it is essential and
employed when needed, then for sure you will not falter. The problem is when one middah takes over the person as a
monopoly and doesn't allow the other three to be employed. Four times the word |'n' equals nnX. Making every
middah employed when necessary is the truth.

At the time of the Flood the four yesodos became dysfunctional and each one strove to destroy the other. That is why
the tikkun of this generation appeared in the form of these four elements. The water that drowned humanity was
boiling symbolizing the elements of fire and water. The waters of the Flood washed away the earth three cubits deep
(Bereishis 6,13 Rashi). Hashem passed a wind on the earth in order to dry up the water from the flood (Bereishis 8,1)
making the earth once again habitable by man.

Sarah Imeinu like Aliyahu possessed this inner shalom of unified middos. She was able to flex between chesed to be
mekaraiv, and at the same time din to distance Hagar and Yishmael from their family sending them into the desert.
Nevertheless, she was to die and be buried in the Me'aras Hamachpailah as the passuk says InnpnI NTY nnnt. To this
level of spirit, the passuk testifies when it writes YaIX Nn"pa nw nnni Sara died with the madraigah of ynw nxMp
and not by the curse of the Nachash (Tikunei Zohar). We can explain this according to our mamar that Sarah's life was
always holding with the tikkun of the four elements and primary middos which corresponded to the four letters of
Hashem's name which is hinted in the enlarged letter dalet of the word Echad. She rose to the level of inner harmony
and shalom which would have allowed her to live forever like Eliyahu. |Inan X'n even though she died one should know
that she was [Inan that her middos were all connected to each other working together for they had equal power
amongst each other. To this point Rashi hints when he writes N "n. A person's life passes with choices that he or she
makes with their middos. Therefore one's life is an accumulation of "middos choices". Rashi comments and says that by
Sarah na10Y7 |"w |71 all her middos were equal in that they performed as mutual partners together as a unit the good
that Hashem desired. 210 "W |71D (with kollel) equals niTI0* T.

Pinchas who was Aliyahu merited to acquire the treaty of Shalom which is the four yesodos in complete compatibility
and unison with each other. Di7w 'm™2 nNX 17 [N12 20 K D% Therefore INK say (Moshe). This hints to the reward
of Pinchus the bris of shalom between the four middos in the acronym of "X which is 79y1 NN o' UK.

Shabbos when we receive a neshamah yesairah, we can bring harmony to the four middos. This is alluded to in the
gematriah of nITI0* YaIX which adds up to naw nr'. These four middos correspond to the four tefillos of Shabbos. The
climax is at Mincha Shalosh Seudos when the nusach is YIX2 TRX '12 7R (YD M1 TR JAWIE TAX NNK the name of
Hashem which symbolizes the four elements is felt as one.
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