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Please go to www.TorahAnytime.com to listen to Rabbi Shmuel
Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck
he Torah is referred to as Toras Moshe, Moshe Rabbeinu’s Torah.
The simple explanation for this is that Moshe Rabbeinu was
Moseir Nefesh, dedicated his life to the Torah, and as a result, it
is forever connected with him. | would like to expand on this thought.

The Novi Yishaya refers to the Mabul as Mei Noach, Noach's waters.
Why does Noach “own” the Mabul? It was a catastrophe which he,
more than anyone, was distanced from as he and his family were the only
ones found worthy of being saved. The Medrash explains that Noach
was able to Daven and save the world. Since he did not, he is considered
responsible (to a degree) for the Mabul.

Similarly, when Moshe Rabbeinu Davened to Hashem to not destroy Klal
Yisroel because of the Aveiro of the Eigal, he told Hashem that people
will call it “my Eigal”. “I will own their Aveiro”, he said.

The lesson of these three Pesukim/Medroshim is that people own what
they take care of as well as what they should have taken care of but
didn't. Moshe Rabbeinu did what he could to ensure that Klal Yisroel
received and followed the Torah. Noach, on the other hand, did not do
what he could.

So many people consider negative events as “not my problem" simply
because they did not cause them and may not have contributed at all to
them. Nevertheless, in Shomaim, these people will “own” the problem
if they did not do whatever they were able to do to avoid the disaster.
Hashem looks at our level of responsibility with our children and friends,
anyone and anything, that we are in contact with and can help, and He
will hold us responsible. Thankfully, Hashem also gives us ownership of
all the good that we have placed effort into.

Is it Possible to Have Too Much Emotion During the Yomim Noroim?

looked to me,a Selichos event. Many people enjoy those Tefillos and

consider them to be emotional experiences which increase their love for

Davening and for Hashem. While such Minyonim are certainly uplifting, |
am not a big supporter of them except as one's initial interaction with a Frum
lifestyle or for those returning to Yiddishkeit after years of rebellion.

S omeone sent me a link to a Motzai Shabbos Selichos Davening or; as it

My bias results from many conversations | have had with dozens of my friends
who have attended these events. | see my friends before and after and | am
not finding in them the change they speak of. (Of course, one can never make
that statement with certainty and most people do gain a
certain amount from those Tefillos. My views are more
of a generalization provided with the hope of finding a
more effective approach). Instead, to me it seems from
the videos that attendees found an entertaining experience
inconsistent with the launching of Teshuva and self-
reflection required during this time of the year. While the
next Motzai Shabbos Selichos is an entire year away, this
topic is relevant for all of the Yomim Noroim Tefillos.

Before | begin sharing my thoughts, | would like to offer a

disclaimer. Different people should have different approaches towards Avodas
Hashem. Some people are, by nature, more emotional and should cultivate those
emotions through songs when serving Hashem. Others are more methodical and
thought-out, and that is how they should serve Hashem.

Nevertheless, we must acknowledge that it is easy to utilize enhanced emotion
and use it to perform a self-serving action. Conversely, those void of emotion
can do significant damage to themselves and those around them as they serve
Hashem like a guided missile, ignoring everything besides the single task which
stands before them.

Whatever approach a person chooses, their external behaviors should

"Whatever nffram:k A
person chooses, their external
behaviors should project
their internal thoughts and
M;aimtians. "’

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

project their internal thoughts and aspirations. If they don't, or if there
are no internal thoughts, then what is taking place around the person is, to a large
degree, meaningless.

The internal/external relationship is similar to the relationship between Hod and
Hodor. Hod is internal beauty, whereas Hodor is external. A warm, uplifting
Davening may be Hodor, beautiful to participate in, but if it does not follow the
dictates of Halacha, it has no Hod. Hodor without Hod is a beautiful person with
terrible character. It does not take long to realize that it is best to stay away from
such a person.

How do people know if they are utilizing their emotion for
their Avodas Hashem or simply enjoying the experience in
a vacuum? That is a very tough question and each person
must “know” themselves. That is because the answer is not
all-or-nothing. The question should be used, and repeated
to oneself, so that it can serve as a guide for people to
stay mindful to the challenge of not giving free reign to
their emotions when they are supporting their mission of
serving Hashem.

Here are a few guiding points to help determine if the emotion that we are
experiencing is merely external or, as we hope, seeds of eternal beauty.

I) Everyone enjoys feeling good about themselves. VWhen we achieve that
feeling, we often become content and want to savor the moment and stop
right there. Yet, feeling good is not a part of the goal. Its purpose is
to confirm that what the person is doing is on the right track. When
thought “stops” at that first stage, instead of the emotion facilitating growth, it
actually hijacks it.

Of course, people must keep in mind that feeling good is only a sign of being on
track for those people who have not completely corrupted their inner guide.
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Some people have lost the ability to feel good when doing what they are supposed
to do. For them, feeling good may be a sign that, on the contrary, they are doing
something which is self-serving.

2) It is difficult to know if the emotion has hijacked what should have become an
uplifting experience. One way to gauge if this is what is happening is by asking
oneself, “How did | act during the next 24 hours?" Sometimes, people feel a
“high” from an uplifting experience but it often does not translate to a new
momentum, a different rhythm, even for 24 hours. In such cases, it is fair to
assume that the person stopped growing once he felt good. Alternatively, the
good feeling may have never been legitimate, no different than the feelings that
people have when they see a beautiful sunset. Unless effort is made to connect
the sunset with Hashem’s glory and kindness, it is not a spiritual thought even if
it feels like one.

3) Is it consistent with the message of the day? | find a dancing concert on
Selichos night to be combining conflicting emotions. While Simcha always has
a role in Avodas Hashem, | do not believe that it is meant to be the emotion
in the forefront of people’s minds during that night. If one's emotions are not
customized, they may not be emotions that are supporting their Avodas Hashem.

4) Is the emotion costing me in other, possibly more important, areas of Avodas
Hashem? The first year that a group of my friends went to the Carlebach
Selichos, | asked each of them if they made it to Shacharis the next morning. Most
looked at me in disbelief since they had only returned home at 5:00am. From a
Halachic perspective, real Rotzon Hashem would be (if one had to choose) to
miss Selichos and not Shacharis. People should confirm if the emotional “pull”
that they are feeling is what they should be doing at that time or if it is actually
getting in the way of their true goal.

So,when is emotion a tool towards Avodas Hashem? When is a stirring Baal Tefilla
a partner in a successful Yomim Noroim? Simcha, when being used to enhance

Avodas Hashem, must always be infused with humility, creating a greater desire to
understand, serve, and follow Hashem’s Midos. Many people will respond to this
by saying that they are aware of this point. Often, they are not.

Humility is not achieved because of an urge to serve Hashem. It must be followed
by serving Hashem. When a perosn fails consistently he may be B’simcha, but not
with Hashem. However, the humility does not stop with this knowledge and a
desire at that moment for heightened emotion.

Humility requires people to serve Hashem and to do so with all the details that
Hashem wants, with little (but a little is still necessary) individual expression.
People should not decide what makes them emotionally connected and then find
a way to serve Hashem in that manner. They must learn what Hashem wants
(which, as frustrating as it may sound, means learning Halacha) and then finding
emotion and Simcha by doing those specific tasks. People stay up all night because
they love concerts. Attaching a concert to Selichos is a double win but, for many
people, it is all about the excitement of the people, singers, and being videoed, etc.

Therefore, people who find it important should find a Minyon with beautiful
Nusoch and singing. But, they should also consider whether people talk in Shul,
whether the Davening will stretch out too much for them, and whether there is
also an emphasis on silent reflection.

Many people have a difficult time being serious. Others find it difficult to be
serious without becoming too intense and insensitive to family members.
Nevertheless, the Yomim Noroim, which is a serious time, asks people to find the
perfect balance of seriousness. Serving Hashem how He wants to be served will
decide the coming year. Let’s not exchange a year of health, happiness and truly
serving Hashem for a fleeting moment of feeling uplifted.

Story from "Torah Tavlin™ By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman

the Gaon, R’ Binyamin Tzvi Auerbach zt”l. He grew up in France and

served as a rabbi in Darmstadt for ten years after earning semicha as well

as a PhD in philosophy and Semitic languages. While living in Frankfurt,
R’ Auerbach wrote the sefer Bris Avraham in memory of his father and
also spent much of his time editing Sefer HaEshkol, written by the Ra’avad
of Norvona in the |3th century. Years later; when he became the Rav of
Halberstadt, he published his work as a commentary named Nachal Eshkol.

R’ Auerbach was well respected by the Jewish community, as well as
the local authorities, and was called upon time and time again to intercede
with various agencies in times of crisis. His dignified manner and ability to
converse with the gentiles on many differing topics, endeared the rabbi in
their eyes.This came in handy on more than one occasion.

A Jewish child was kidnapped from his family and taken in by a nearby
monastery. The priests and nuns did their best to brainwash the child and
uproot any semblance of Judaism,and to a large extent, they were successful.
The child became a practicing Christian, and studied diligently to understand
the ways of the Church. However, the Jewish parents mounted a herculean
search and rescue effort and although it took a number of years, they finally
tracked down their child.

Finding the child was the easy part.The monastery adamantly denied any
involvement in a kidnapping scheme, and objected vociferously to harboring
a Jewish child against his will. Both sides hired legal representation, and
the matter was brought before a magistrate to determine the facts. First
the parents tearfully pleaded their case, detailing how their little boy was
snatched away from his home and his family and how it took much time,
effort and money to finally locate him safe and sound - and Christian - in the
folds of the Church.The convent, as represented by their glib attorney, denied
everything and accused the Jewish family of imagining the whole charade.The
proceedings became quite messy.

The judge finally issued a ruling.“l sympathize with the plight of the parents
but until they have proof, | cannot remove the child from the monastery.
However, | will allow them five minutes to spend alone with the little boy

I n the town of Halberstadt, Germany, over one hundred years ago, lived

0'129 |n*0...N1aN NN

and if they can convince him that he is their son, | will allow the boy to leave
with them.”

The parents rushed to the home of R’ Auerbach and explained the situation.
They asked for advice and what to say to make the child remember them.
R’ Auerbach told them that he wished to accompany them on their visit. At
first, the Church refused this request, but thanks to his good relations with
the courts, his appeal was granted post-haste.

On the day of the fateful meeting, the parents together with R’ Auerbach,
the chief rabbi of Halberstadt, entered the convent and were ushered into a
small room where the boy was waiting for them. He was a Christian boy now,
through and through, and had very little interest in meeting with these Jews.
He was only there because the court forced him to spend five minutes with
these people.The parents looked at the rabbi and he told them to be silent;
he would do all the talking.

Suddenly, R” Auerbach removed his outer coat, revealing a snow, white
kittel. He placed a white yarmulke on his head and stood facing the boy. He
opened up a machzor and in a voice full of yearning and devotion, he began
to sing the words of “Kol Nidrei.” The haunting melody filled the small room
and his voice ranged forth, as the timeless tune, sung hundreds of thousands
- millions - of times over the course of millennia, seemed to hang in the air,
suspending time. R’ Auerbach continued to sing and did not stop until he had
completed the entire paragraph. Three minutes had elapsed - two minutes
left.

The boy was sitting upright in his chair, as he had been taught to do in the
monastery. R’ Auerbach looked deeply into his eyes and asked,“Do you want
to come with us and merit the benefits of both this world and the next .....or
do you wish to stay here in this monastery?” The boy’s face was a mask, but
after hearing these words, his outer facade cracked.

He jumped out of his chair and ran into his mother’s arms.“Take me away
from here! | cannot remain here one more minute! | remember that tune
from the synagogue and | wish to go back there and hear it again!” The boy
sobbed and left the convent with his parents.
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his Shabbos is one of the Shabbosos of the year titled after the
Haftorah-Shabbos Shuva. The Haftorah begins with the words of
Hoshea Hanavi urging Klal Yisroel to do Teshuva- n 1y x> naw
75X -Return to Hashem because you have stumbled in your sins.
Chazal point out that since Hoshea was a descendant of Reuvain who was
the first to do Teshuva, in that Zchus his descendant was the messenger
to herald Klal Yisroel to do Teshuva. Raishis Chachma and many others
struggle to understand the words of the Midrash as we find the concept
of Teshuva dating back to the earliest time of creation with Kayin. After
Kayin intentionally killed Hevel, he begged for forgiveness and Hashem
granted it; Nisparshati-I was able to reach a compromise and it was
reduced to a anw- an unintentional murder for which one must serve time
in Galus. This was ultimately accomplished by the decree of yaxa nvnn 1 p1-
you shall become a vagrant and a wanderer on earth-which was Kayin's
fate. (See Taama D’kra Beraishis 4:16) The Midrash (B'R 22:13) relates,
that after Kayin left Hashem’s presence, he encountered his father Adam
who inquired how the judgement went. Kayin responded I did Teshuva
and - Nispasharti -I was able to reach a compromise. Adam was so moved
by this introduction to the concept of Teshuva he was astonished that there
was a system to alter past disobediences. He said: such is the power of
Teshuva and I did not know! He then proceeded to praise Hashem and say
Tov Lehodos L'Hashem-which Chazal understand "L'Hodos" to mean it is
good mmnnb to confess-to say Vidui before Hashem. Why then is Reuvain
credited as being the first to do Teshuva asks the Raishis Chachma.

Chidah suggests that there was a fundamental difference between the
Teshuva of Kayin and the Teshuva of Reuvain. Kayin, by killing his brother
violated the sin of m¥an x5, which is a nwyn x>. Whereas Reuvain, who
moved his father’s possessions into Leah’s tent-after Rachel died-without
permission is a violation of not performing the proper ax m> which is a
nwy myn. There is a major difference between action done in violating a
nwyn X5 - a direct insubordination of authority of Hashem and violating
an nwy - a non-performance of responsibility. We understand clearly the
need for Teshuva in violating a nwyn x> but missing a chance to do the right
thing could be viewed as an opportunity lost but not something one would
need Teshuva for. This nuance is evident in the Gemara (Kiddushin 32A)
states, b1mn 1120 120 by bnnw axn, if a father renounces the honor due to
him, his honor is renounced. But only Kovod can be renounced and not
112 to humiliate and embarrass one’s father is forbidden even if the father
allows it. Violating a nwyn X5 is a 712 while not performing an nwy is a lack
of honor. Therefore, Chazal credit Reuvain as being the father of Teshuva
on an nwy whereas Kayin’s Teshuva is even on a nwyn xb.

Midrash Tanchuma (Haazenu 4) says non-Jews were not given the ability to
do Teshuva. This is a difficult statement to understand for we find that the
entire Sefer Yona revolves around the teshuva for the non-Jews of Ninveh.
Chida suggests that we as Bnai Yisroel, are privileged to be children of
Hashem -onx oma-and 5nn 1m0 120 by Snnw axn, a father can renounce
the honor due to him. Non-Jews however, are not privileged to this level
of relationship. To them, Hashem is their king and px 123 by Smnw T5>n
5mn 1mas a king cannot renounce his due honors. However, if he chooses
not to punish someone for disrespecting him, he is allowed. The Teshuva
for non-Jews is limited to not being punished but lacks the complete level
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of forgiveness that we can achieve. (See Chida in Sefer Dvorim Achodim,
various Drashas of how our Teshuva is dependent on our being 5 onx o2’
and Mabi’t Sefer Bais Elokim (Perek 14) about Teshuva for Goyim.)

Rav Leib Bakst Zt'l, The Rosh Yeshiva in Detroit once shared a beautiful
idea with me to answer the question of the Raishis Chachma. I recently
found the same idea from Rav Yakov Naiman Zt"l (Rosh Yeshiva in Lida)
in his Sefer Darchei Mussar, who coincidently was Rav Bakst's Rebbi for a
short period of time, (showing how the Rebbis job is to teach the Talmud
how to think). When one commits murder, he Kkills his brother in a fit of
rage, he is well aware that what he did was wrong and needs to do Teshuva.
Reuvain on the other hand, at the time of the sin he felt that he was doing
what was right by standing up for his mother’s respect. mx nady yan. He
thought he actually was doing a Mitzva until he was alerted to the fact that
he had crossed a line and acted inappropriately. One must be truly focused
on character building and brutally honest to acknowledge the need to do
Teshuva on something that was thought to be a Mitzva. No one thinks
about doing Teshuva on something that he was convinced at the time was
actually a Mitzva. That was the breakthrough of Reuvain’s Teshuva.

Perhaps we can add another dimension to the Teshuva of Reuvain over
Kayin. After Kayin kills Hevel he is confronted by Hashem. He was asked
point blank by Hashem as to the whereabouts of his brother and had
no choice but to admit and do Teshuva. Reuvain inspired himself to do
Teshuva. The Pesukim (Vayeishev 37:18) describe the Shevatim conspiring
against Yosef and Reuvain standing up to rescue him. Sforno explains that
he prevented them acting rashly and impulsively, which even the righteous
man can be guilty of at times, as we saw in the way Reuvain acted with
Bilhah and was rebuked by Yakov —om> 1o — unstable (or hasty) as water.
Reuvain is moved to do Teshuva based upon his own recognition. He
discourages his brothers from acting impulsively lest they suffer the same
fate that he did. The Steipler adds that this is the meaning of the words
nmwna nnns nx you (Reuvain) initiated the Teshuva, your Teshuva was
self-inspired, in that Zchus your descendant will call out to Klal Yisroel to
initiate Teshuva on their own.

The o®mpn add something that somehow takes the teeth out of the Raishis
Chachmas question. Chazal connect Yakov to Adam by saying 2py»1 xamw-
the beauty of Yakov was like the beauty of nwxan ox. The Bechor-firstborn
of Adam was Kayin while the Bechor of Yakov was Reuvain which Seforim
connect as well by saying Reuvain possessed the Neshama of Kayin.
Additionally, Reuvain by saving the life of his brother Yosef (who possessed
the Neshama of Hevel) served as a np'n for Kayin killing his brother Hevel.
(See Chida pmw 5ma Haftoras Titzaveh) And despite our limited grasp
in these esoteric concepts, the Neshama of Kayin, and Reuvain and his
descendant Hoshea, were the sources of Teshuva in the world.

May we all be Zocheh to inspire ourselves to do Teshuva.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

David Gurwitz

Rav Hirsch’s Final Drush - Yom Kippur 1888
An Approach Inspired by Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”|

From Memories of Frankfort (Aus Dar Schutzenstrasse) by Hermann Schwab, London, Jewish Post Publications,
1955:

“There was, however, one sermon which I could fully understand, and which I have not forgotten.

“It was on Yom Kippur, 1888, a few minutes before nightfall. Over a thousand men and women were standing in
silence. The majesty of the departing day filled the synagogue, and from the gas-candelabra rose waves of dim light
to the ceiling, veiled in shadow.

“From my father’s seat in the middle of the synagogue, I could see that the pulpit was set up, and there was a
whisper that the rabbi would preach. I hastened to the foot of the pulpit. This time there were no boys, except

myself.

“The rabbi stood in his kittel and tallit. I saw his shining white hair under his white cap and his eyes wandering
silently through the synagogue.

“Then he spoke.

“He spoke of the last Amein of the last Kaddish. He asked his kehillah not to forget it.

“*“Whenever there may be an hour of fear and sorrow, when good intentions and faithful promises might fade in the
coming year, then say Amein, my brothers and sisters, and Yom Kippur will return to you with all its blessings. It

says, ‘Say Amein,” my brothers and sisters.’

“Once again, his voice came with deep emotion from the pulpit and, helped by the shamash, he descended the
steps and went to his seat. The sound of the shofar rang through the synagogue.

"It was the rabbi's last sermon.

“During the month of Teves of the same year, the life of the rabbi came to its end.”
What a way to leave a written and aural legacy, following a lifetime of astounding effect on Klal Yisroel.

Yom Kippur returns all year from Amein. Which means that our work of saying and feeling Amein is never finished.

This fits well with the following question that has troubled me for years: How can it be that we don't finish the entire
Torah reading by the end of the year?

The practice of Yiddishkeit seems so precise - the number of shofar blows, the number of words in a section
of tefillah, timing for davening, etc. It has always fascinated me, therefore, that, while the beginning of the new
year focuses heavily on the ending of the yearly cycle of reading the Torah, it does not happen until after the year
begins for a few weeks.

One answer, as we see from the teaching above from Rav Hirsch, is that we never quite finish the work, and that is
a big idea for these holy days.
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In fact, it is the basis of the beginning bracha that we say every morning as part of Birchas HaTorah: “We should be
oseik in Torah.” Aisek also means business in Hebrew. Our business is the Torah, and that job is never
finished. Yom Kippur teaches that as well. How?

On Yom Kippur, the body is pushed aside, and we relive the day, not only of the kohein gadol and his avodah in
the Bais Hamikdosh, but also the day when Moshe Rabbeinu, after spending 120 days in heaven, pushed
aside his body - not eating or drinking, etc. - and argued for Klal Yisroel, ultimately bringing back the Torah via the
second set of Luchos. Our subsequent receiving of the Torah on Shavuos is called Matan Torah for a reason - it is
from “giving” major effort that we receive the Torah.

Our appearing in white, on Yom Kippur, like malachim, without eating and washing, etc., is also a reminder that
Moshe had to “struggle with the malachim,”which is what the word Yisroel literally means, in order to bring the
Torah back down to us.

Part of the work of Rosh Hashanah was the preparation during Elul to be givers - Ani LeDodi - and that requires
work, to set the foundation for the thoughts and actions for the year from how we act on Rosh Hashanah.

Only after all that work of “giving” for Torah can we complete the Torah on Simchas Torah at the end of Sukkos,
which is the time we “store up” simcha for the entire year.

So, the work we have coming up on Yom Kippur is to view it as a day of aisek, of work for bodily diminishment and
for Torah struggle, besides a day ofkapparah. Therefore, we can be a little “late” with the job, since we need to
finish the foundation. Then, after we prepare and build, we dwell in a sukkah, which is begematria malach, or
angel. Sukkah is also begematria "Amein.”

There is another great connection between Torah and Yom Kippur. We say a bracha when we stand at the
Torah: "vechayei olam nota besocheinu.” Eternal life is planted in us. Nota is begematria 129, which is exactly
the gematria of what we say seven times at the end of Yom Kippur: Hashem Hu Ha’Elokim.

Sukkos follows right after, and, of course, sukkah is begematria Ha’Elokim!

It is the reminder that we were - and are - being protected from the forces we do not see, by Hashem,
through malachim that He creates and we create by doing mitzvos.

S’chach, the sukkah covering, which can only be made from natural substances, represents the spiritual leftover
cuttings of all the work we performed on ourselves during the work periods of Elul, Rosh Hashanah, the Aseres
Yemei Teshuvah, and Yom Kippur. The theme of work - spiritual work, but also physical work - resounds during the
month of Tishrei and the yemei teshuvah.

If we, Klal Yisroel, verbally accept actual things to change, and write them out and go into Yom Kippur with the
actual list, on paper, of things we did that we wish to repair, and we regret those things we wish to change and
make a determination to change them, then our teshuvah will, be”H, be accepted.

We can always do teshuvah, since with every breath, we are a new creation, as Rabbi Pinchas Jung says.

Chazal tell us that there are two levels of teshuvah, teshuvah from love and teshuvah from fear. When one returns
to Hashem from fear (be it fear of punishment or fear of other consequences of one’s negative actions),
transgressions committed purposely are treated as accidents. But when one returns from love of the Almighty,
negative actions are spiritually transformed into acts of merit.

So great is the power of teshuvah from love that an amazing thing happens. Not only does it cleanse one’s own self,
but it even draws enough Divine light so as to uplift what one has made desolate by one's negative actions. How? It
even enters into the sin itself and transforms and rectifies it.

We see some amazing things mystically if we accept to really do teshuvah: Teshuvah (713) has the same value
as mekabel (172) Yisroel (541), Yisroel accepts.

It is already a part of us if we are mekabel.

As we accept, so should our teshuvah be accepted by our Av Harachamim.
I wish you a meaningful Yom Kippur for increasing your aisek and your being mekabel.
Please be mochel me if I did or said anything to hurt you.

David .
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Hashem said to Moshe, “Behold, your days are drawing near to
die.” (31:14)

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 11:6) counts the above
pasuk as one of the ten times the Torah mentions missah, death,
with regard to Moshe Rabbeinu. Chazal derive (from these ten
times) that up to ten times the decree was declared against Moshe
(that he would die before entering Eretz Yisrael), but it was not
sealed until the Bais Din HaGadol, Heavenly Tribunal, declared the
final judgment: You are not entering into Eretz Yisrael. V'davar zeh
hayah kal b’enav shel Moshe; “This decree was considered light
(sentence) to Moshe.” Moshe said, “The nation had sinned many
grievous sins against Hashem, and every time that | came before
Hashem and pleaded their case — He listened, and whatever decree
He had considered was annulled. I, who never sinned (from my
youth until this day), for certain, if | pray for myself, Hashem will
listen to my prayer.” When Hashem saw that Moshe did not view
this decree seriously, that his attitude towards it was kal, light,
Hashem swore that Moshe would not enter into the Land.

Horav Shlomo Harkavi, zI (Mashgiach Yeshivas Grodno,
Poland), derives a frightening lesson from Chazal. Chazal reveal to us
that Hashem’s primary provocation for not allowing Moshe to enter
Eretz Yisrael was not his sin (Mei merivah, waters of dispute, striking
the rock, rather than speaking to it, as Hashem had instructed);
rather, Moshe’s “light” attitude towards the purported punishment
that he was to receive (of course, the term “light” is relative to
Moshe Rabbeinu’s greatness) sealed the final verdict against him.
Had Moshe’s attitude reflected more of a sense of urgency, Hashem
might have rescinded His decree. After all, apparently the previous
nine times the Heavenly Tribunal had not handed down a guilty
verdict.

The Mashgiach concludes with a compelling thought. Rosh
Hashanah is the day on which we stand before Hashem in fear and
supplication, asking, hoping for another healthy year. We must be
serious and sincere in our requests. We must remember our paucity
of spiritual merit, our physical weakness before the Almighty. We
must come before Him like an impoverished person who has
nothing, whose life hangs in the balance, pleading, begging for
material assistance.

For one who has difficulty confronting and accepting his
own nothingness — his utter insignificance — he should look around
for a moment and take pause to ask himself: Who is no longer with
us this year? Who had a difficult year? Who suffered physically,
materially, emotionally? If one can still conjure up an uncaring,
cavalier attitude, then his problem is much greater than he thinks.
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Hashem said to Moshe, “Behold, your days are drawing near to die.
Summon Yehoshua and both of you shall stand in the Ohel Moed, and
1 shall instruct him.” (31:14)

Moshe Rabbeinu had great difficulty accepting his
imminent death. He felt that as long as he lived he could serve
Hashem, thus achieving greater and loftier spiritual heights. He
asked to trade positions with his student and successor, Yehoshua.
He would be the student. Hashem agreed. Moshe went to
Yehoshua’s bayis/home/tent. When Yeshoshua saw his revered
Rebbe coming toward him, he became frightened. “Why would my
Rebbe come to me?” He immediately left his home and went out to
greet Moshe. Moshe stood to the left of Yehoshua (as Yehoshua had
done until now). They walked to the Ohel Moed, where the Pillar of
Cloud descended and separated them. (Yehoshua received the
prophecy from Hashem, while Moshe was left outside of the Cloud.)
Once the Cloud ascended, Moshe approached Yehoshua and asked,
“What did Hashem tell you?” Yehoshua replied, “When the Almighty
spoke to you, did | know what you were being told? (Obviously,
Hashem was speaking with you alone and others [like myself] were
not to be privy to this conversation.) Now that Hashem has spoken
with me, | have no permission to reveal this conversation without
Hashem’s command.” When Moshe heard this, he cried out, “One
hundred deaths, but not one envy!”

Moshe Rabbeinu refused to fall prey to envy. Chazal (Bava
Basra 21a) teach that Kinaas sofrim tarbeh chochmah, “While envy
is usually destructive, the (proper) envy among scholars stimulates
more and greater scholarship. At times, envy can spur us to greater
ambition, and consequently, to achieve greater knowledge. Moshe’s
envy was certainly not petty jealousy. It was kinaas sofrim. He
wanted to know what Hashem told Yehoshua, because it would
allow him to have a deeper insight into the Divine. Is this not to be
commended? Why then is this kinaah (Moshe had of Yehoshua)
considered the negative attribute that provoked Moshe’s disgust
with such a life?

Horav Yitzchak Aizik Sher, zl, explains that Moshe had
abrogated his entire self-hood. All that he desired was to enter into
Eretz Yisrael. He was prepared to enter as an animal, anything — as
long as he could enter the Holy Land. He felt that being in the Holy
Land would allow him to increase his profundity of Hashem’s
wisdom. Therefore, when the Cloud separated him from Yehoshua,
he realised that he had reached a spiritual impasse. He could go no
further.

Moshe came to the sad realisation that he had reached the
end of the proverbial (spiritual) rope. He could go no further,
because he could gain no more. This is why he declared, “Meah
missos v’lo kinaah achas.” This was no longer kinaas sofrim, because
there was nothing to be achieved. Competition among scholars is
commended, as long as they grow spiritually. If there is no potential
spiritual achievement, then it is pure envy. This, Moshe did not
want.

Horav Chaim Kanievsky, Shlita, came home from shul one
Shabbos morning and related the following incident. The head of the
Chevra Kaddisha, Jewish Burial Society, had told him that shortly
before Shabbos he had completed arrangements for the body of a
Jewish woman buried in a Christian cemetery in the United States to
be exhumed and reinterred in a Jewish cemetery. She had died five
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years earlier; yet, when her body was exhumed, they noticed that it
was in perfect condition. There were absolutely no signs of decay.
Even her skin appeared to be no different than that of a person who
had just died. Apparently, this woman must have had an unusual
z’chus, merit, to deserve this.

Almost a century earlier (ninety-five years ago), this girl
had left Russia with her parents and sister to settle in America.
While in America, her sister passed away, a victim of a childhood
disease. The deceased (at the age of seventeen) had sustained a
serious blow to the brain (the result of an accident), which had
rendered her mentally incapacitated. She remained in a vegetative
state, housed in a medical facility, until she died 73 years later. She
was ninety years old at the time of her death.

Hearing the sad story of this poor woman'’s life, Rav Chaim
explained why she had merited such Heavenly blessing that her
body did not decompose. “Chazal (Shabbos 152b) teach (based upon
a pasuk in Sefer Mishlei 14:30) that ‘Envy brings about the rotting of
the bones.” The Talmud concludes that only those who are plagued
with the negative middah, character trait, of envy experience rotting
of the bones in death. This woman had no one of whom to be
envious in the United States ninety years ago. She certainly had no
reason to be envious of the gentiles (with whom she might have
interacted), and Jews were a rarity in those days. After she received
her injury at age seventeen, she did not experience any envy
through the end of her life, 73 years later. Thus, this woman left this
world without having experienced envy in her life. This is the reason
that her body did not decompose.”

So many spoil the good fortune they have in life due to
their preoccupation with what their neighbour has. The story is told
of a man who had a store that was being outperformed by a similar
store across the street. It did not make sense: two stores, both
exactly alike; yet one was doing well, while the other one barely
made ends meet. The store owner went to a rav to ask his advice to
ascertain what it was that he was doing wrong. The rav visited the
store, and, after determining that all — location, merchandise,
accessibility — were equal, he realised the core of the problem: “The
other store owner is occupied with his place of business. He throws
himself fully into his own business. You, on the other hand, busy
yourself with constantly looking out your window at his business.
You are minding two businesses without really applying yourself
solely to your business.” By constantly comparing ourselves to
someone else, we are robbing ourselves of the joy we can
experience in our successes.

b TR0 1397 37
Behold, your days are drawing near to die. (31:14)

The Midrash Tanchuma distinguishes between: tzaddikim,
the righteous, who, even in death are considered very much alive,
and reshaim, the wicked, who in life are viewed as lifeless. They
support this with a pasuk in Devarim (17:6): “On the evidence of two
or three witnesses shall the dead be put to death.” Does someone
who is (already) dead deserve another death? It means that
someone who is wicked is considered dead. Why? Upon seeing the
rising morning sun, he does not say the proper blessing; when it
sets, he does not bless Hashem accordingly, nor does he recite
blessings upon eating or drinking — as do the righteous.
Furthermore, the righteous bless not only when they are alive, but
even after death they (their souls) praise G-d and bless Him.

Chazal inform us of a powerful lesson: Blessing and prayer
do not end when our bodies cease to breathe, and our mortal
remains are interred in the ground. One prays to Hashem and recites

blessings in Heaven as well. In his hesped, eulogy, for his father-in-
law (Horav Shlomo Wolbe, zI,) Horav Ezriel Erlanger, Shlita, quoted
the Mishnah in Berachos (9:5), “All of the conclusions of blessings
(choshmei brachos) that were in the Bais Hamikdash would say min
ha’olam, forever (literally: as long as the world continues in
existence); once the tzedukim, sectarians, perverted their ways and
claimed that there was only one world (Olam HaZeh, This World),
they decreed that (it should be changed) they should say, Min
ha’olam v’ad ha’olam, “From the end of the world to the end of the
world” — (meaning that there are two worlds — Olam HaZeh and
Olam Habba, the World to Come). The Tosefta adds that this decree
was enacted to teach that this world is only an ante chamber, a
vestibule, in which one prepares himself for Olam Habba. One does
not negate or belittle this world; rather, it is the training ground
where one prepares for his destiny in Olam Habba. He does this by
reciting blessings and prayers fervently in this world in order to
become accustomed to these forms of service which are of critical
significance in the World to Come.

Rav Erlanger derives an almost frightening lesson from
here: prayer in this world is not only an agency through which our
Heavenly requests are fulfilled. Prayer is a medium for expressing
emunah, faith in Hashem. We demonstrate via our activities in this
world the value we place on the next world. So... if we mumble
jumble, fly through davening, because we arrived late (in time to
catch Shemoneh Esrai); if our brachos recitation does not coincide
with what, how much and how often we partake of Hashem’s gifts,
we are showing by our actions (or lack thereof) what we really think
of —and how much we really believe in — Olam Habba. Frightening!

Rav Erlanger comments how his saintly father-in-law would
daven every word slowly, with feeling, arriving early to go to shul, so
that he would never have to rush. Indeed, Rav Wolbe commented
that he could not understand how it was possible to daven quickly.
“What kind of life is this?” he would ask.

Avodas ha’tefillah, serving Hashem through prayer, is a
form of service that has been exemplified by many of our Torah
leadership. While stories abound concerning their manner and
devotion to prayer, | have selected two individuals: one, a
distinguished Rebbetzin; and the other, the man who is known as
the architect of Torah in America — because of the value that they
each placed on tefillah. In connection with what | wrote earlier, to
them davening was not only for this world; they were preparing for
the World to Come.

Rebbetzin Batsheva Kanievsky, a”h, had a tremendous
longing not only for tefillah, but also to the makom, place, (of)
tefillah. If she would notice any litter on the path to the ezras
nashim, she would bend down and pick it up. She considered it an
honour to clean and prepare the makon ha’tefillah for the
mispallelim, worshippers. In her younger years, she would personally
scrub the floors of the ezras nashim on Friday afternoon in
preparation for Shabbos. Prior to her marriage, she davened at
home thrice daily and was frequently found weeping over a sefer
Tehillim. After her marriage she continued davening the three
tefillos daily at home — in addition to completing all of sefer Tehillim
daily. When her mother-in-law, the Steipler Rebbetzin, passed away
and her husband, Maran Horav Chaim Kanievsky, Shlita, was a
mourner (thus leading the service), she attended Maariv, evening
service, in order to answer amen to his Kaddish. Once her children
no longer needed her at home to watch them, she began to attend
Minyan for all three daily tefillos. At that point she was the only
woman who attended the Minyan. Obviously, with time — and once
word spread — women from all over flocked to the shul to daven
alongside the Rebbetzin. During the last decade of her life, many
women joined her in what was perhaps the largest daily gathering of
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women davening together in an ezras nashim during the week. The
neitz, sunrise, minyan, would often have as many as 100 women
joining the Rebbetzin as she davened with a minyan.

Coming to shul meant coming early. Wanting to be there
prior to the time when crowds thronged around her, she would
arrive forty minutes before the tefillah began. In later years, she
would usually arrive fifteen minutes before Shacharis. The Rebbetzin
would daven at least once every day for each of her children and
grandchildren — praying that they be devout and healthy. She also
davened for many other Jews who contacted her. Rebbetzin
Kanievsky was the daughter and granddaughter of gedolim; she was
married to the preeminent gadol of our day. Yet, she earned her
own unique place among the great and holy leaders of Klal Yisrael -
as a result of her lifelong devotion to tefillah. After all, tefillah is
man’s conversation with G-d. Can we even begin to imagine the
meaning of those words: “man’s conversation with G-d”? Perhaps
the next time we open up a siddur and prepare to daven, we should
consider to Whom we are speaking.

Horav Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz, zl, was a mechanech,
Torah educator, par excellence, and the individual who is considered
to be the architect of Torah in America. He never sought or tolerated
accolades. His life was devoted to serving Hashem — both personally
and by disseminating His Torah through the many students he
created, taught, nurtured and imbued with a fiery mission to raise
the banner of Torah and the glory of Heaven wherever they could.
Rav Shraga Feivel left the shiurim, complex Torah/Talmud lectures,
to his handpicked Roshei Yeshivah. He personally focused on
teaching those subjects which were not commonly taught as part of
a yeshivah’s curriculum. It was through this personal Torah
interaction with his students that he was able to imbue them with a
sense of responsibility for Klal Yisrael. In order to disseminate Torah,
however, one must personally be in prime spiritual condition. Much
is taught by example. He shaped and moulded those “exemplars” of
Torah, the future mechanchim of America.

Few shiurim left as long a lasting mark on his students as
the classes he gave on the siddur, during which he went through
most of the siddur word by word. He emphasised pirush ha’milos,
translation and understanding of the words, of prayer. One who
does not comprehend what he is saying robs the prayer of its soul,
transforming it to a purely physical act. It is no longer the avodas
ha’lev, service of the heart; rather, it is merely a mechanical
expression. He considered an intimate knowledge of the siddur so
crucial that he would test rabbinical candidates (who were about to
be tested for semichah, ordination) on the difficult passages of Sefer
Tehillim (from which much of the siddur is derived).

His lectures compelled his students to confront the
meaning of every word in the siddur for the first time. The words of
Modeh ani Lefanecha, “I give thanks, before You,” which are the first
words that we utter upon rising in the morning, took on a rich new
meaning in his classes. This short — but very significant — prayer
brings home the realisation (as we begin our new day) that we exist
at this moment only because it is Hashem’s Will that we exist. We
reflect upon the meaning of the word ani, “I”, and Lefanecha,
“(before) You.” In order to convey the depth and richness of these
words, he would relate the story of Horav Avraham Yehosuah
Heshel, zl, of Apt, who was known as the Ohaiv Yisrael.

A Jew once entered the shul (to recite morning prayers)
together with the Ohaiv Yisrael. Being a scholar, the man studied a
full chapter of Mishnayos, then davened Shacharis, followed by a
blatt, folio, of Talmud, which he studied intensely. When he
concluded his morning “ritual,” he noticed that the Ohaiv Yisrael
was still immersed in his preparations for davening. He was taken

aback, but said nothing at the time. One did not disturb the Apter
Rav in his spiritual consciousness. Later, he asked the Rebbe what
possibly could have taken him so long to prepare for davening. The
Apter replied, “As soon as | commenced with Modeh Ani, | began
thinking, ‘Who is this ani, “I,” and who is Lefanecha, “You,” before
Whom | stand?’ | was immediately thrown into such confusion, from
which | could not quickly emerge. | needed to calm myself before |
could daven”

It goes without saying that Rav Shraga Feivel underscored
the importance of not only davening b’tzibbur, with a congregation,
but also of coming on time/early, in order to organise one’s
thoughts in preparation for his encounter with the Divine. Decorum
in shul was emphasised. Conversation of any kind was strongly
eschewed. He had an aversion to any physical manifestations while
davening. He was against those who raised their voices excessively
in the Rosh Hashanah davening. Once, overhearing someone crying
out loudly in his davening, he remarked with a smile, “To permit
oneself to use so much chitzonius, external display, one would
require very deep resources of penimius, internal devotion. Where
can one obtain such penimius?”

Va’ani Tefillah
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Shema koleinu Hashem Elokeinu.

Hear our voices, Hashem, our G-d.

When Chizkiyah prayed to Hashem to spare him from his
present illness, he detailed his spiritual achievements which he
hoped would stand in merit for him. Among the services he had
performed for the Jewish People, he felt that the genizah, hiding, of
the Sefer Refuos, Book of Cures, a volume (written either by Adam
HaRishon or Shlomo Hamelech) which detailed the cure to every
ailment, was a critical contribution. Apparently, Chizkiyah observed
that people no longer prayed to Hashem when they became ill.
Rather, they relied on the medicinal answers in this book, so he
decided that the book did more harm than good. People needed to
pray, to plead with Hashem. A quick fix derived from a book might
solve their physical ailment, but not the spiritual precursor that

catalysed it.

What about pikuach nefesh, saving a life? If this book could
save lives, what right did Chizkiyah have to hide it? He was putting
the lives of Jews in mortal danger. Horav Mordechai Gifter, zl,
explains that Chizkiyah’s intrepid act was ratified both by Hashem
and Chazal (Pesachim 56b). Chizkiyah taught a powerful lesson — one
which we all should reiterate constantly: A life devoid of sincere,
heartfelt prayer — a life bereft of a constant, mindful relationship
with Hashem — is not worth living, and hence, not worth saving! Life
has intrinsic value and meaning. It is sacred only when it is a
medium to cling to Hashem, the Source of all life. When man has
lost his direction and purpose, when man places his trust and faith in
books, people and mundane cures — disregarding G-d — he is not

truly alive.
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Parashas Vayelech

Everyone Is Going

(13
Do | really have to go, Abba?”

“Yes, Avi.”

“Who else is going?”
“The whole family — Imma and I, and all
of your brothers and sisters.”

“What about Saba and Savta?”

“They are going also.”

“Uncle Aaron and Aunt Rachel?”

“Yes, along with their children.”

“What about the next-door neighbors?”
“They are all going — even the little infant
and their great-grandfather.”

“Everybody on our street?”

“Of course.”

“Is there anyone who is not going?”

“Not that | know of.”

“But why? It must be a very important
event if everyone is going.”

“It is. Once event seven years, the entire
Jewish nation — men, women, and chil-
dren, gathers together on the second day
of Succos in the Beis HaMikdash.”

“What do they do over there?”

“They listen.”

“That’s good. You always
tell me that it is important
to listen. What do they
listen to?”

“Words of Torah, from
the beginning of Sefer
Devarim.”

“But we just read the
beginning of Sefer
Devarim two months ago
in the Beis HaKinesses.
Didn’t they hear it then?”

(13
Okay, Avi. | will tell

you the whole story. We
are going to perform a
very important mitzvah called Hakhel.
The Sefer HaChinuch explains that we
gather the entire Jewish nation together
to perform this mitzvah. The foundation
of Klal Yisrael is the Torah. It is what
separates us from the other nations. It is
or glory and our greatness. It guarantees
us a wonderful life, in this world and the
next. Therefore, it is only fitting that we
gather everyone together to hear these
words of Torah. This demonstrates its
paramount importance. In addition, it fills
everyone’s heart with a tremendous de-
sire to learn Torah. From learning Torah,
they will come to know Hashem, and
merit receiving all of His goodness.”
“Wow. It really is important to go. | want
to be a part of this national mitzvah.
When everyone gets together, | want to
be there.”

I Kinderlach . . .

i What is the most important thing in our
lives? The Torah. We are not able to fulfill
: the mitzvah of Hakhel in our days. How
i do we show the importance of the Torah? i i
: We stand up and kiss the Sefer Torah :

i when it is removed from the Aron Kodesh.

i We stand up when a Talmid Chochom

i approaches us. He is a living Sefer Torah.

i Most importantly, we learn Torah with all

i of our koach (strength). We listen to shi-

urim (Torah lectures). We stretch our

i minds to understand Hashem’s Word. And

! we review it many times until we remem- i

i ber it. It becomes a part of us. It sinks into :

i our bones and our hearts. And it guides

i our lives. Kinderlach, you should all be

i adorned with the glorious crown of To-

i rah. H

*.

i to encourage them to do teshuva. Some-

: times we must make a personal visit for a

i different reason. We are all involved in :
i doing teshuva before Yom Kippur. The last :
i Mishna in Yuma states that Yom Kippur %
i forgives only sins between man and

i Hashem (such as eating unkosher food).

i For sins between people (stealing, speak-  :
i ing loshon hora) we must go to the person :
i and ask him for mechila (forgiveness). :

; 3 Kippur begins. This prayer includes a dec- ’E
i I laration of forgiveness to all those who i
have wronged us. Let us all forgive every- :
: I one so they will not have to come and ask
i forgiveness. That is a true chessed (act of :
kmdness) May Hashem be kind to us and

grant us all a gemar chatima tova.

N T A N e R N T ian s T T TR i of

Hide and Seek

In times of tsaros (suffering), people may

ask, “Where is Hashem?” Sickness, pov-
erty, terrorism, family strife; where is
Hashem? They may wonder, “How can a
merciful G-d allow so much suffering?”

.0

(14
And I will surely hide My Face on

- that day, for all of the evil that it did,
because it turned to other gods™ Devarim
(31:18). Hashem hides His Face (so to
speak). He “turns away” and allows the
troubles to descend upon Klal Yisrael. Is
this fair? Does the punishment fit the
crime? It seems that the suffering out-
weighs the sin. The Ohr HaChaim HaKa-
dosh  explains that Hester Panim
(Hashem’s hiding His Face) is just and fair.

A Personal Visit

(14
Moshe went and spoke these words

(Devarim 31:1). Where did
Moshe go? This is a
famous question asked by
many of the meforshim.

to all of Israel”

The Keli Yakar answers Klal Yisrael turned away from Him. They
that Moshe Rabbeinu was followed foreign gods. They hid their
going to encourage faces from Him; therefore, He hides His
everyone to do teshuva Face from them. Serving foreign gods is
(correct their sins). like denying the whole Torah. Therefore,
Everyone has some the tsaros come.

character traits that need
work. It is so difficult to
see ones own faults. Most
people will not go to a
Rav to ask him which sins
they should correct. Even
if a Rav speaks to the

What is the remedy? To turn towards

Him. To serve Him. To fulfill His mitzvos
with joy. To speak to Him in prayer. To
listen to His words of Torah. To help
fellow Jews, His children. When the Jew-
ish people turn towards Him, He turns to

group, they will usually them. Seek Him and He will not hide.
not take it to heart' Therefore‘ MOShe ...................................................... B
went to each tent individually. He spoke " kinderlach . . . *
heart to heart to each family about doing  § Are you thinking about Hashem right ]
teshuva. i now? What can you do this minute to
...................................................... . please Him? Can you help Imma with the
Kmderlach %

: baby? Can you learn a Mishnah? Can you
i pray with kavannah (concentration)? Can
i you cheer someone up? Can you listen to
: someone who needs to talk? These are all
i ways to serve Hashem. Think about Him.
i Ignore those distractions that modern

i technology brings you on the little screen.
i They only serve to turn you away from

5 Him. Turn towards Him. Stop playing the
“hide" game. Instead, “seek” Him. Un-
cover the “hidden face”. :

i Moshe Rabbemu visited people personally

i On the other hand, we must forgive eve-
ryone even if they do not ask. Tefillas Za-
} aRo is the prayer that we say before Yom

All rights reserved to the author < Please direct all inquiries concerning this publication to (02) 585-2216. #1090#
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“He (Moshe Rabbeinu) said to them (Klal
Yisroel), T am a hundred- and twenty-years

old today; I can no longer go out and come
in.” Why was Moshe telling Klal Yisroel
that he was a hundred and twenty years
old, and that he could no longer go out and
come in?

The time that a person lives on
this world serving Hakodosh Boruch Hu is
considered the years of his life. Yuma 86b
— one who does Teshuva turns his sins into
Zechuyos, which means that he causes his
wickedness to be considered for good. One
who does Teshuva, Hakodosh Boruch Hu
doesn’t want him to lose out, and therefore
He takes the times that the person was
doing nothing, or Chas V’sholom sinning,
and adds that to the “days of his life.”
Moshe Rabbeinu was exceedingly humble.
He told Klal Yisroel, “Today I am one
hundred and twenty years old.” Moshe
believed that he didn’t do all that he could
have, and there was still more to do. Moshe
was telling them that he was going to do
Teshuva for anything and everything that
he did not do as he should have, and being
that he did so, it would change his entire
life. One must never give up hope, no
matter how bad the situation. Moshe did
not consider himself a Tzaddik, but being
that he did Teshuva on the last day of his
life, he would be considered like a Tzaddik.
The Medrash Tanchuma says that the
word, “Y71” is a Loshon of rebuke. Moshe
was going around to Klal Yisroel rebuking
them individually. He did not want to do so
in public, and told them that there is always
hope. There are some who think that the
situation is hopeless, and there is no point
in doing Teshuva. Moshe told them that it
is incorrect, and that is never the case.
Even on the last day of one’s life, a life that
was not utilized properly, one can do
Teshuva and turn it all around. One must
remember that he does not know when his
last day is, and therefore it behooves all of
us to do Teshuva now. (yno1 nvn)

“'T.0TD TN IR AV K7 R NR T
N7RN D'AD DR TMY' RIN 197 12y KD YR
DNWY' 97”7 —
me, ‘You shall not cross this Yarden’.

“For Hashem has said to

Hashem, your G-d — He will cross before
you; He will destroy these nations from
before you, and you shall possess them.”
These Pesukim seem very difficult to
understand. Was Moshe saying that it was
only because he was not going to go into the
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Direct Connection

Land, that Hakodosh Boruch Hu would lead
them into the Land? Does that mean had
Moshe been allowed to enter Eretz Yisroel,
then Hakodosh Boruch Hu would not have
led them? We need to first understand the
human psyche. As a long as person has an

ability to somehow, some way, get out of a
bad situation, he will rely on himself to
extricate himself from what is not good.
Once he realizes he is powerless, and no
longer has any control of the situation, then
he has “Bitachon” in Hashem, and cries out
to Hakodosh Boruch Hu. (As the famous
saying goes:! there is no atheist in a fox
hole). While this is a level of Bitachon, it is
a very low level, and not one that is desired
by Hakodosh Boruch Hu. Rather the
Bitachon that Hakodosh Boruch Hu seeks
from us is that even when we think we have
ways of solving the situation on our own, we
have complete faith in Hakodosh Boruch
Hu, and know that it is He Who is doing it
all.  Tehillim 118:9 “nvan '12 mion? v
DA’ — “It is better to have faith in
Hashem than to rely on nobles.” This Posuk
means, that at the time when one can still
potentially rely on others for help, even
then he should have complete Bitachon in
Hakodosh Boruch Hu.

Tehillim 27:13,14 “mmnxn X717
727 yar' TR TR NI .00 yIN2 T 2102 NIKY
798 nip” — “Had 1 not trusted that I would
see the goodness of Hashem on the land of
life. Place your hope in Hashem, strengthen
yourself and He will instill courage in your
heart, and place your hope in Hashem.”
“minxn X717” — when I think that I don’t
need to trust in Hashem for there are other
places that I can be helped from, “'71 7 ni”
— it is then that you shall place your trust
in Hashem. One who has full Bitachon in
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, will not come to sin,
for one who knows that everything is in the
hands of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, how could
he be so foolish as to sin? When Klal Yisroel
were in the Midbar, they had no choice but
to rely on Hakodosh Boruch Hu, for there
was nothing nor no one else who could help
them, and therefore, Klal Yisroel should not
have sinned in the Midbar.
know that they did sin, and the reason for

However, we

that was because they did not rely on
Hakodosh Boruch Hu alone, rather they
believed that everything that they did
receive in the Midbar was in the Zechus of
Moshe Rabbeinu. Moshe told Klal Yisroel
that they sinned, and that they rebelled
against Hakodosh Boruch Hu. Therefore,
Klal Yisroel deduced that it must not be in
their own Zechus the water coming from the

NNYY NRID NIDTY
NP2 DY [2 NTIN' DNNANE DY NIIAT [2 DY 2PY' NIV 2 OND'A 501 N2 NdON

DNIN N N NR? nnwa 1017

rock, rather it must be Moshe’s Zechus.
Had they believed it was their own Zechus,
and they would have had complete Bitachon
in Hakodosh Boruch Hu that He would take
care of them, then they wouldn’t have
sinned. Moshe Rabbeinu was not going to
enter the Land of Eretz Yisroel, for then
Klal Yisroel would continue to think that it
was in Moshe’s Zechus, and they would
therefore sin. Moshe tells Klal Yisroel, “ &7
12y — I will not traverse the Land of Eretz
Yisroel, so that you shall know that it is all
Hashem, and it is directly for you, without
me being there, so that Klal Yisroel would
have complete Bitachon in Hakodosh
Boruch Hu, and not sin against Him.
(7w 0" nn)

Moshe Rabbeinu was letting Klal
Yisroel know that it was the last day of his
life. Moshe Rabbeinu went to give
Tochacha to Klal Yisroel. He wanted to
strengthen their Emunah in Hakodosh
Boruch Hu. Klal Yisroel were Zoche to have
a human being par excellence, who
ascended to great heights in Ruchniyos,
including being the one who was the
medium between Hakodosh Boruch Hu and
Klal Yisroel, as Moshe was the one who
brought the Torah down to Klal Yisroel.
Nonetheless, Moshe needed Klal Yisroel to
know that despite his leaving this world,
Klal always
connection to Hakodosh Boruch Hu — not
just a connection, but a direct connection.
Klal Yisroel do not need a medium, as they
made that mistake once before when they
thought Moshe was dead, and made the
Eigel.

Yisroel would have a

Moshe Rabbeinu did not want to
give them the fire and brimstone speech,
rather he sought to give each individual the
Tochacha in the optimal manner.
each person to recognize what Hakodosh
Boruch Hu has done in the past, and always
does, so that the person will have a desire
to do Teshuva and come close to Hakodosh
Boruch Hu.
Hakodosh of Yom Hakippurim, we must
take this lesson from Moshe Rabbeinu to
heart. There is no such thing as a lost case;
on the last day of one’s life, he can do a
complete Teshuva and return to Hashem.

To get

As we prepare for the Yom

One never knows when his last day will be,
and therefore one should always be doing
Teshuva. We must prepare for Yom
Hakippurim by strengthening our Emunah
in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and recognizing
that everything we have is from Him. May
we be Zoche to do a proper Teshuva and a

n2aIl0 NN'NN nNa.

mail.com Thank you, Y. Schechter
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BEINONI — CAN MOST OF THE WORLD BE EXACTLY IN THE MIDDLE — 50% - 50%?!?!

Meseches Rosh Hashanah
16b — “2"x w7902 "N
'NN91_DM90o _aww  :pnr
1"ma2a 0Ty YW TNRI NI Dyw Y TR ,nMa
I'nNNAI_'ANd) jMina_ D''TY .01 7W TN
ANYXY? "ANNAL 'Anda jMina DY ,0'NY? IN7XY
RTO"ar i a"n prTawl run panna L anmY
.DN'MY% |'and1 DT X7 ,0'"nY7 'and”

“Rebbe Kruspedai said in the name of Rebbe
Yochanon: Three books are opened on Rosh
Hashanah before Hakodosh Boruch Hu: One of
completely wicked, one of
righteous, and one of middle people. The
completely righteous are immediately written
and sealed for life; the completely wicked are
immediately written and sealed for death; and
the middle people have their judgment held in

completely

abeyance from Rosh Hashanah until Yom
Hakippurim, with their fate undecided. If they
merit, they are written in for life, if they do not
merit, they are written for death.” Rashi says
that the “0n111” — “the middle people” — means
“nxnn 7y n¥nn” — simply translated that they
have half merits and half sins. It seems that
in order to be a Beinoni, the scale of justice
must be exactly balanced for them. It appears
that the Aseres Yemei Teshuva and Yom
Hakippurim are mainly for the Beinonim. The
complete Tzaddikim and Resha’im already
had their judgment written and sealed on
Rosh Hashanah. Realistically, how many
people in the world have an exact balance on
Rosh Hashanah? Presumably not too many. If
s0, why do we have the Aseres Yemei Teshuva
and Yom Hakippurim for this very small
faction in Klal Yisroel who have exactly half
and half?!

The Rambam in Hilchos Teshuva 3:3
switches the Loshon from the Gemara in Rosh
Hashana 16b. While the Gemara says that if
the Beinoni is Zoche he will be sealed for life,
the Rambam says that he will only be sealed
Why does the
Rambam switch the Loshon of the Gemara?

for life if he does Teshuva.

We first need to analyze the first part of the
Rambam, and the Gemara, as to what it
means when one is “nI'ot 1a”, and when one
is “niy 12”. Although we do not know the
value of each Mitzvah and each Aveirah, as
that is which is only known to Hakodosh
Boruch Hu, and depends on the quality,
nonetheless it appears that there is a scale,
and if the quantity (the quality of each
determines the quantity, but we are assuming
that it must be using a quantity, the Loshon
used is one of “more” which implies quantity)
is more one way than the other, then that is
what determines whether the person is a
Tzaddik or a Rasha. It seems very difficult to
explain that this is the P’shat, for that would
mean that a person can bounce back and forth
from being a Tzaddik to a Rasha and back. If
he does one Mitzvah, he can all of a sudden

become a Tzaddik, and if Chas V’sholom he
transgresses some sins, he becomes a Rasha,
and then does some Mitzvos, and reverts back
to a Tzaddik. This seems to be implausible
that this is what the Gemara is telling us.

The interpretation of “majority of
merits” does not depend on good deeds that
and the
“majority of sins” does not depend on the sins
that one transgresses. Rather, when it says,
‘NIt N’ it means a ‘w9 N’ — a

one performs; interpretation of

characteristic of the soul, and an inherent trait
of a person. One whose soul leans toward good
is called one who has a majority of merits. For
example, a person who has acquired the Midah
of nn%10, patience, even if he were to become
angry occasionally, that does not mean that he
necessarily loses his standing in the Midah of
Savlanus. So too, one can have the Midah of
nir 12N, where he can Chas V’sholom find
himself in a temporary state of ninay 12N, and
nonetheless his Midah is still the Midah of 1an
niot, for that Midah has been ingrained in
him, and it is who is truly is. The same way
there is a great difference between an angry
person who becomes angry, and a person who
has acquired the Midah of Savlanus, yet he
temporarily falters and becomes angry -
nonetheless he is still considered to have the
Midah of Savlanus, so too, there is a great
difference between one who is ni'or 12N and
sins, and one who is N 12N and sins — where
the one who is nIor N remains with that
Midah even when he Chas V’sholom sins. Just
as we have established that nior 120 and 1N
nniy are not meant to be a quantitative figure,
but it is a Midas Hanefesh, the same applies
to the Beinoni. The Beinoni is not one whose
merits and sins are equal, but rather his
Midas Hanefesh, his soul, has not yet
developed an affinity for good or evil. The
Beinoni’s status will not change if he performs
a few Mitzvos or a few Aveiros. What he must
do is turn his Midas Hanefesh to good. While
the Gemara says that if the Beinoni is Zoche,
he will be sealed for life, the Rambam comes to
explain how one can be “Zoche.” To this the
Rambam says that he must do Teshuva. If
during these holy days of Aseres Yemei
Teshuva, he does a true heartfelt Teshuva,
and thus causing his Midas Hanefesh to
become a good one — to be one of NI'dT 12N, he
will then immediately be written and sealed
into the book of life. (pny* Tno)

Bamidbar 32:33 “1a 127 nwn pn7 N1
qoI' ]2 nwn vaw *xn7 aIRY M7 — “And he
(Moshe Rabbeinu) gave to the B'nei Gad, the
B'nei Reuven, and to ‘Chatzi’ of the Shevet of
Menashe, the son of Yosef.” The explanation of
the word, “'xn'721” means “a part” of the Shevet
of Menashe, and does not mean half of the
Shevet. We also see in Melachim where it says
the word, “¥xn” and does not mean a literal

“half,” rather it means a part. Melachim 16:21
“]2 12N ANKR D' DY XN L'RNYT 7R DVN 77N TR
MMy INR YNNI RY7RNY? 117 — “At that time the
people of Yisroel became split into two parts,
part of the people followed Tivni, the son of
Ginas, and the other part followed Omri.” (See
Radak and Metzudos Dovid there in Melachim
who also explain that it was two “parts” of Klal
Yisroel). (|"ann)

Now we can understand why we
have, and are truly fortunate to have, an
Aseres Yemei Teshuva, days of Teshuva so
The
term Chatzi, does not mean, half, rather it

that the Beinonim are written for life.

means a part. If one is part Zechuyos and part
sins, his Midas Hanefesh is not clearly
defined.
Unfortunately, this actually applies to many,
as they have not been clearly defined that they
are true ninT 2N, The Rambam is telling us
that in order for the Beinoni to achieve life, he
must do Teshuva. He must work on himself to
make his Midas Hanefesh one of niot 1an. The
Gemara in Kiddushin 40b says that before
every act, one must see himself as if he is
exactly half Mitzvos and half sins; if he does a
Mitzvah, he will tilt the scale for good; and if
not, he will Chas V’sholom tilt the scale for
bad. This does not mean that the person’s

Hence, he is called a Beinoni.

actual status is fifty-fifty, rather, it is giving
us a way how to change our Midas Hanefesh
to become a Tzaddik. If one always sees a scale
in front of him that is exactly equal, and if he
does one Mitzvah it will be a Zechus for
himself and the entire world, then there is a
better chance he will perform that Mitzvah.
The performance of that one Mitzvah will not
make him a Tzaddik, but if he really thinks
like that all of the time, he will be constantly
performing Mitzvos, and that will make his
Midas Hanefesh become a Tzaddik. Beinonim,
the Gemara says that if they are Zoche, they
are written for life, not sealed — because it is
only the Tzaddikim who are sealed, who are
actually written in the book of Tzaddikim
which is automatically life. Those who are
Beinonim, in the book of
Beinonim, and only due to the great Chesed of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, if they are Zoche they
receive life. A Teshuva — a regret for the past
is not enough. We must do something tangible
to solidify our Teshuva, to change our Midas
Hanefesh. It is proper for one to make a
Kabbalah, that he will make a best effort to
follow through on throughout the year. But
what we learn from Kayin, is that we must
seek to do something to help remind us that we
must seek to do the Rotzon Hashem at all
times. May we be Zoche to be written into the
book of like, and to make our Midas Hanefesh
to be o1 12 that we become true Tzaddikim
and servants of Hashem — and to have a na
naIo NN,

they remain
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SPEAK AND TWEAK

In the parsha (Devarim 31,7) Moshe said to Yehoshua be strong because you will come together with the nation to the
land that Hashem swore to your fathers. Rashi brings the gemarah in Sanhedrin 8, Rav Yochanan explained that Moshe
said to Yehoshua that you will go with the people referring to the Elders of the generations and you will take advice from
them. Here we see how necessary it is to ask advice before making an important decision even if one is a great leader
like Yehoshua. As the passuk says in Mishlei 12,15 ndn nxV7 yniv if one hears advice from another he is considered
wise. In Pirkei Avos, Rabbe Yehoshua Ben Perachya says 1an 37 N1y and the Rabbeinu Yona comments that one of three
reasons why one should acquire a friend is in order to receive from him advice as Shlomo Hamelech writes (Mishlei
15,22) nipn 0'xyI' NiANAlL

In the sefer Imrei Baruch he expands this attribute of seeking advice with a novel concept. The purpose of reaching out
to others for advice is not only because they might be able to arrive at a solution or insight that you were unable to
discover. The mere fact of seeking advice will cause one to reach a different conclusion in his thought process
concerning the problem or doubt at hand. He brings a proof from Chazal from the sudden death of Nadav and Avihu.
The passuk says INnnnn w'X Nadav and Avihu the sons of Aharon took their own pans in order to bring a strange fire in
the Mishkan. The Medrash comments that they sinned by the fact that each one took his own pan without first
consulting with each other beforehand. Let us try to understand the heavenly prosecution against them for their lack of
prior discussion. Why would it be necessary for them to consult with each other concerning this avodah when they both
individually came to the same conclusion that it was permissible? They were both great tzaddikim and unquestionably,
they thought about this avodah over and over again until they reached their conclusion. How would have discussing it
together change their already solidified opinions?

Rav Henoch Leibovitch ztl the Rosh Yeshiva of Chofetz Chaim, answers that from Chazal we see that had they consulted
with each other they both might have arrived at a reversal of their plans. This is the nature of a person that through the
process of verbal discussion one examines his thoughts in a deeper fashion which allows for the truth to emerge. This is
what Chazal refer to in Pirkei Avos (6,5) that one of the forty eight ways through which the Torah is acquired is 1T TpT
n"an. We are accustomed to explain this to mean that if | cannot understand a part of the learning, my friend will help
me understand it by explaining it to me. However, now we can say that the interpretation of this way is that by the mere
fact of discussion with my chaver my own thoughts become clearer and | will be able to arrive at the emes on my own.

To better explain this experience of increasing one's clarity on an issue by talking about, let us examine the Yiddish word
"einfal" which literally means a thought that "fell" into one's head. This is an experience that during one's discussing a
topic especially words of Torah and yiras shamayim, one will find that suddenly an answer to a question or an enhancing
thought to the present subject falls into one's brain. Out of the blue it came without any pre thinking or focus on it. The
Likutei Maharan (Tinyana 7,6) elaborates on the understanding of such a phenomenon as follows. When one shares
Torah with another person at that moment he thereby allows a spiritual space in his brain to accept new intelligence.
Since it is Hashem who teaches Torah as we say in Shemoneh Esrai N2 wiIX? Tn' i NyT DTR7? 21N ANK this gift of
daas to answer a present or previous difficulty was a gift from Hashem and just fell into one's head. With this
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explanation we can now better understand how by just conversing with another Yid Torah one can merit to come to the
emes himself even without being enlightened by the one he converses with.

This concept is alluded to in the passuk (Bereishis 10,23) wnl 2nal 7in1 yiv DX 12l The word Y1y symbolizes nxy
advise, the word 71n means to begin from the lashon n'7'nn, the word N2 is Na wine press and its letter 1 alludes to the
WX head, the word wn means to move away. The passuk is hinting that when one begins to seek an advice or solution
to a question or uncertainty by initiating the conversation with first relating his issue, during this very process his head
suddenly becomes a wine press which is a filter to keep back the sediments and only allow the inner juice to flow out.
This einfal brings one to a greater inner clarity than before, and removes his question and uncertainty.

In the case of Nadav and Avihu, the Medrash clearly states that had they both began conversing their opinions with each
other, they would have arrived at the truth and reversed their opinions which would have spared them from death. This
episode according to the Medrash is alluded to in the passuk (Mishlei 4,22) X9 n Nwa 7271 on'RkxIm%? on 0'n. This
teaches that one must learn Torah out loud. However, according to our explanation we can interpret the message to
mean, that when learning Torah one should converse the inyan or question with a chavrusah for that will bring life to
him.

Etymologically this teaching is found in the very word converse which means to talk and have a conversation. It also
means arriving at the opposite of what was said or thought before. This demonstrates that by speaking it over, one can
arrive at a truth that could be the exact converse of what he thought or spoken up until now.

This is a very important insight when it comes to relationships between friends and spouses. Even if one becomes upset
by observing a behavior or attitude in his friend or spouse, or he feels that the reprimand he received was unwarranted
and not fair, he should not respond by suppressing his hurt, but rather be transparent and discuss it with them. The
mere discussion of your opinion alone can make you understand theirs much better even before they initiate their side
of reasoning. By doing so, in this fashion one can walk away peacefully with a deeper understanding of their truth and
without damaging and hurting feelings. By holding in one's feelings one just worsens the situation and makes a greater
separation in the relationship. This lack of communication causes DIn NXiYw hatred for no reason a middah which
destroyed the Bais Hamikdash. It is the power of conversing that brings a person to the emes. One's built up agitation
was Din for naught and for no reason since it could have been avoided by sharing one's thoughts with the person with
whom you are upset.

This idea is hinted in the passuk 'MIXDI1 'n X 2NR71 7INNY7 DI7W DI7W D'NSW 11 X112 ( Yeshayah 59, 19) through the
creation of the lips that speak one can make peace with the distant relationships and the close ones. For through
speaking and communicating to another individual, one can be relieved from his searching for the answer to his pressing
guestion. One can also be healed from his hurt, which came about through a misunderstanding, misjudgment or from
being previously in a bad mood. The main objective is LEARN TO SPEAK AND THEN TWEAK WITH A NEW CLARITY.
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM - TO SUBSCRIBE: RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH

D]

SPONSOR AN ENTIRE WEEK FOR

Following Daas Torah, Ramapost is sharing the opporuntity to sponsor weekly Divrei Torah.

The following publications are read by hundreds of people every Shabbos. Sponsor an individual Dvar Torah or

the entire collection, in the zechus of a choleh, I'eiluy nishmas, or for someone in need. A small message can
be put on the Dvar Torah of your choice which will be distributed across Monsey and online.

- POSE
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S>ARS HI
PARSH DIVREI TORAH PRINTED & DISTRIBUTED BY RAMAPOST

PARSHAS YISRO

015 - MONSEY: Candle Lighting - 4:46 - Shabbos Ends - 549

v',

CHOOSE A DVAR TORAH TO SPONSOR
CONTACT US WITH A PARSHA AND OPTIONAL MESSAGE

o =

ENGLISH
DIVREI TORAH

nnea iy
1270 [2 NI NN
N.2XAN.

LESSONS
LIKUT/

Compilation of Divrei R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz Compilation of Divrei Torah R’ Shmuel Gluck

Torah Dvar Torah & (GESIE) R’ Elimelech Biderman (English) (English)

(English & Hebrew) Weekly Yahrzeits (English / Yiddish) (Hebrew / English) *CONTACT INFO®
(English)

2 info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
o
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601
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info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601
382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS >>



