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I A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous

betore Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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SELF SACRIFICE

Adam Ki Yakriv Mikem Korban La'Hashem - “If a person offers from himself a sacrifice to
Hashem.”

As you may have noticed, I have mainly been finding inspiration this year from two
Seforim, the Modzitzer Rebbe’s Divrei Yisrael and the Slonimer Rebbe’s Nesivos Shalom. This

week’s parsha is no exception.

The Modzitzer rebbe notes that the root of the Hebrew word Korban, sacrificial
offerings, is karov which means near or to draw close. How does a Jew draw closer to
Hashem? The rest of the pasuk tells us the instructions, “Min HaBehema Takrivu es
Korbanchem,” offer your sacrifice from the animal and the beast.

The Rebbe explains that this refers to all the animalistic or bestial attribute we, as
humans, possess. If we can sacrifice from our time spent working like beasts of burden for
our daily bread and sacrifice that to learn Torah and daven, this is a “Lechem Isheh Rayach
Nichoach LaHashem,” a bread, a fire offering - a pleasing fragrance to Hashem.

The Rebbe then explains the words Lechem Isheh, as an allusion to the ‘bread of an

Isha,” or the bread of a female, meaning, a Yelud Isha - a flesh and blood human. Based on

this new translation, the pasuk is now saying that the offering of a human being, is a very
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pleasing fragrance to Hashem. This is demonstrated further by the first word in Parshas
Vayikra which is spelled with a miniature Alef, an Alef Zeira. The word can be read as,
VaYakar Alef, meaning to say that even just a small, miniature offering sacrificed to Hashem,
symbolized by the small Alef, is Yakar - very, very precious to Him, because it comes despite
the hardships and difficulties of our lives.

The Rebbe explains this by comparing us to the angels, which Chazal tell us (Chullin
92b), are forbidden from singing Shira on High before we, Klal Yisrael, do so, down below.
The reason for this is because angels don’t have feelings. They don’t feel pride or arrogance.
They don’t have a Yetzer HaRa - they have no inclinations towards sin, anger or hate. They
don’t struggle with themselves and they don’t have passions and desires to overcome, no
fears to conquer. In short, they are pure, angelic, celestial beings, whose songs are pure,
untainted, clean, white and pristine. Whereas our songs are laced with ulterior motives,
foreign thoughts and bothersome distractions. So... why does Hashem prefers our songs to
theirs - so much so that they take the back burner and must wait for us?

The answer, says the Rebbe, is surprisingly for that very reason. Precisely because they
are so pure and pristine and they lack anything preventing them from serving Hashem - that
is why they are considered second rate compared to us! Precisely because we have
distractions and ulterior motives and despite it all, we turn away from the world and give
Hashem ourselves and our time to pray, daven, learn and draw near and close to Him - that
is why it is so very precious to Hashem. Even if what we have to offer is a very small offering,
hinted at by the miniature Alef in VaYikra - it is still precious nonetheless.

The Kuzhmirer uses this to explain the text of davening which we say in Birchas Krias
Shema, VeKulam MeKablim Aleyhem Ul Malchus Shomayim Zeh Mizeh, they all accept the
yoke of Heavenly Kingship from each other. The berachos are describing the angels on High,
but what yoke or burden do they have? asked the Modzitzer’s grandfather, the Kuzmirer. He
answers that the angels envy us! That’s right! They are jealous of our avodah! They wish they
had the burden and distractions we do. They wish they could come up to our level and serve
Hashem despite the difficulties! That's where they take the yoke from - from us. We serve as
an inspiration to them!

The Nesivos Shalom takes this one step further. He says that since the Torah is eternal,
we need to understand how Chassidus can teach us to offer sacrificial offerings even today,
when we don’t have a Mizbayach.

He explains that it was our base physical being, our flesh and blood makeup, our
desires, physical needs and wants, which cause us to stumble and sin. Therefore, by
subjugating and conquering those wants, we sacrifice our very selves - we offer ourselves to
Hashem. There is an even higher level - totally and fully giving of ourselves, our time and our
very beings over to Hashem - especially when doing so goes against the very fiber of our
being and against our nature. That is true self-sacrifice!
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The Rebbe Reb Melech, in Tzetel Katan, offers a practical tactic as to how we can self-
sacrifice ourselves. He writes that one should imagine a great fire up to the very Heavens and
he should see himself willingly take the leap as Jews have done for generations since our
forefather, Avraham Avinu, and jump into the fire. This is Kiddush Hashem! The Jews did it
in Spain during the Inquisition at the auto de-fe. They did it in the Holocaust, marching to the
gas chambers with faith and song. That is our self-sacrifice.

The Rebbes of Modzitz and Slonim teach us that we can also do so with our lives as we
live them. Not just by dying. Self-sacrifice of ourselves, our money, time, sweat, blood and
tears for Hashem and His Torah. That’s the modern day korbanos we can all merit being, Im
Yertzeh Hashem, until we can merit to do so once more in the Bais HaMikdash, may it be
built speedily in our days. Amen! [Editor: A world-renowned Dayan told me this week, that
the regular layman who works and is careful with his eyes, business dealings and internet
usage - those people will be the first and foremost in greeting Moshiach - before any Rov,
Rebbe or Rosh Yeshiva.]

e R
A MUSSAF LIKE NO OTHER

Rav Moshe Kobriner was reciting the Shabbos Mussaf prayers when he reached the
words, “Ve'es Mussaf Yom HaShabbos Hazeh, Na’aseh VeNakriv LeFanecha,” and the
Mussaf offering of this Shabbos, we shall bring and offer before you. As he said these words,

he grew aflame with excitement and he burned with an otherworldly fire. And he began to
shout and yell the words out loud until he almost collapsed. Afterwards, at the tisch, he
explained, we are the Mussaf, the Mussaf offering of this Shabbos should be our own selves!
It was this point that made him so worked up that he almost fainted!

A NEW GEHINNOM
“When they ask me up there,” said the Rebbe Reb Melech of Lizensk, ‘did you learn
Torah?’ I will tell the truth and say no, [not enough]. And when they ask if I davened, I will

honestly answer no [my mind was elsewhere]. When they ask me if I did mitzvos, I will
similarly say no [they were filled with ulterior motives]. Then they will say, ‘Elimelech, you
speak the truth! For that alone you can go into Paradise.” But I will argue that I am a sinner
and I did not fulfill the Torah, and so, they will say that I must go to Gehinnom. And if that is
Hashem’s will, I will fulfill it with great simcha and I will jump straight into the fire, to do
Hashem’s will. But I am so lowly... surely for Elimelech, they will have to create a brand new

'II

Gehinnom, because the current purgatory surely won’t suffice

3 « Vayikra / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com



NN

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”.

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person).
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual:

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized
for a connection.

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha.
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well.

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785-1828), did in fact compose such a
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the
Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below,
as a public service.

Hebrew Teﬁlla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle
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Translation:
Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my
mother/the Tzaddik the son/daughter of . May it be Your will

before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik

. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings. See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm
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# GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER ¢

YAHRZEITS BEGINNING SHABBOS VAYIKRA

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_ yahrtzeit/Nissan

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

% a2rd of Nissan ~ Begins Friday Night (Mar 27th)

*

ok 3k ok

It is taught that on this day of connection to the Tribe of Zevulun, it is good to read or
scan the portion of the mon given in the desert, as this helps with a person’s financial
issues and sustenance. This represents a connection to sustenance and improved financial
results for the day. The Torah verses that describe the initial offering of the Nossi of the
Tribe of Zevulun are also read this day (see below for tefilla.)

Rav Aryeh Leib Grossnass, mechaber of Lev Aryeh, (5756/1996);

Rav Levi Yitzchok Slonim, son of Rebbetzin Menuchah Rochel, daughter of the Mitteler
Rebbe, (5655/1895);

Rav Eliyohu Meir Finkel, Nossi Yeshivas Mir, Yerushalayim, and father of Mirrer Rosh
Yeshiva, Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel, (5757/1997);

Rav Dovid Stavsky, (1930-2004). Served in the Columbus (Ohio) Jewish community for the
last forty-seven years of his life, including as Rav of Beth Jacob Congregation. He graduated
from Yeshiva University with a B.A. in Psychology in 1952, ordained at the RIETS in 1955,
and earned a master’s degree in Psychology from the Ohio State University in 1966. Served as
chaplain in the United States Army as a First Lieutenant at Fitzsimons Army Hospital and was
the post chaplain at Fort Carson in Denver, Colorado, from 1955-1957. He helped found
Columbus Torah Academy in 1958, led the effort to build a mikve (ritual bath) in Columbus in
1970 and helped found the Columbus Community Kollel (learning center) in 1994,
(5764/2004).

% 4th of Nissan ~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (Mar 28th)

*
*

Rav Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenberg, mechaber of HaKesav VeHakabbola, (5625/1865);
Rav Yochonon Twersky of Rachmistrivka (1816—1895), son of the Maggid of Chernobyl,
(5655/1895).

% sth gf Nissan ~ Begins Sunday Night (Mar 29th)

*

ok ok %

Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel of Apt, the Ohev Yisrael (1755-1825). He learned under Rav
Elimelech of Lizhensk and Rav Yechiel Michel of Zlotchov. In 1800, he accepted the post of
Rav of Apta. Although he held many other rabbinic positions, to the Chassidim he remained
always the Apter Rav. He lived his last years in Mezhibuzh, the birthplace of the Ba’al Shem
Tov, (5585/1825);

Rav Moshe ben Shlomo Roke’ach, Kiev-Zlotchover Rebbe, a descendant of Rav Elozor of
Amsterdam. He is buried in Mount Judah Cemetery in Queens, New York, (5699/1939);

Rav Shneur Zalman Ashkenazi of Lublin, Rav of Polotzk, Lublin, mechaber of Toras
Chessed, (5590-5662/1830-1902);

Rav Reuven Yosef Gershonowitz, the Tzaddik of Ofakim, Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva of the
Negev, (5675-5755/1915-1995);

Rav Tzvi Elimelech Spira, (1841-1924), mechaber of the sefer Tzvi LaTzaddik. Born to Rav
Dovid of Dinov, son of Rav Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov (the Bnei Yissoschor), he became very
close to Rav Chaim, the Sanzer Rav, at a very early age. At the age of sixteen, he married Sora
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Horowitz, a great-granddaughter of Rav Naftoli Tzvi of Ropshitz. He was appointed Av Bais
Din of Bluzhov. In 1874, with the passing of his father, his older brother, Rav Naftoli Hertz,
became Rebbe of Dinov, but with his passing a few years later, most of the Chassidim followed
Rav Tzvi Elimelech, (5684/1924).

6th of Nissan ~ Begins Monday Night (Mar 30th)

*

*

3 S S

*

Rav Shmuel Yehuda Katzenellenbogen (1521-1597). The son of Rav Meir of Padua (the
Maharam Padua), Rav Shmuel was born in Padua. He served on the Bais Din of Venice and
became Rav of the city and headed its Yeshiva. His sefer, Derashos Rav Shmuel Yehuda, also
called Shteim Esrei Derashos, is sometimes erroneously named Derashos Mahari Mintz,
(5357/1597);

Rav Yaakov Temerlis. Born in Worms, he traveled to Lublin and then Kremenitz, Poland. Late
in life, he moved to Vienna. His seforim include Sifra DiTzniyusa DeYaakov, a kabbalistic
commentary on the Torah, (5428/1668);

Rav Chaim Abulafya, born in Chevron, Rav of Tzefas, Izmir (Turkey), Teverya (1660—1744),
known as a miracle worker, (5504/1744);

Rav Aharon ben Rav Shmuel Yaakov Roth, mechaber of the sefer Shomer Emunim. The
Shomer Emunim, Toldos Aharon and Toldos Avrohom Yitzchok dynasties come from him,
(5707/1947);

Rav Hillel ben Rav Zev Tzvi HaKohen Klein, buried in Brooklyn’s Washington Cemetery,
(5686/1926);

Rav Meir ben Yaakov Schiff, the Maharam Schiff (some sources say the 2'' of Adar),
(5401/1641);

Rav Tzvi Hirsch of Koristchover, a talmid of the Ba’al Shem Tov;

Rav Meir Don Plotsky (Plotzki) of Warsaw (1866—1928), the son of Rav Chaim Yitzchok Ber
Plotzker from Kutno, a Chassid of Rav Chanoch Henich of Alexander, and then of the Sfas
Emes of Ger. At the age of nine, Rav Meir Don was sent to learn in the Yeshiva of Rav Chaim
Eliezer Wachs, the Nefesh Chaya, in Kalisch. Shortly before his bar mitzva, he became a talmid
of Rav Avrohom of Sochotchov, the Avnei Nezer, whom he considered his lifelong Rebbe
Muvhok. He married at the age of fifteen and spent the next ten years in Dvohrt with his in-
laws. In 1891, he became Rav in Dvohrt. Later he helped expose the forged Yerushalmi on
Kodshim, claimed to be discovered by Shlomo Yehuda Friedlander, who also claimed he was a
Sefardi named Shlomo Yehuda Algazi. At the age of thirty-six, he published his work on the
Sefer HaMitzvos of the Rambam, called Chemdas Yisrael. In 1918, he became Rav of Ostrov-
Mozbaisk in eastern Poland. He was voted chairman of Agudas HoRabbonim of Poland, a
prelude to Agudas Yisrael. At the age of sixty, he left Rabbonus to head a large Yeshiva in
Warsaw, known simply as the Mesivta. Rav Meir Don also authored Kli Chemda on Chumash
and Chemdas Shlomo on Orach Chaim, (5688/1928).

~th of Nissan ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Mar 31st)

*

Rav Yitzchok of Drovitch (Drohobich). He was the father of Rav Yechiel Michel, the Maggid
of Zlotchov. In later years, Rav Yitzchok served as the official Maggid or Mochiach
(admonisher) and Dayan in the Bais Din of Brod at the time when Rav Yitzchok of Hamburg
was serving as the town’s Rav. Rav Yitzchok’s name is specifically attached to Drovitch, a town
that lies forty miles south of Lelov and today is a major petroleum-refining center. Like many
towns in this region, the town switched nationalities periodically during its history, starting off
as a Ukrainian village, before becoming part of Galicia. In the fourteenth century Drovitch
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became Polish, when King Kazimierz annexed Galicia to Poland; then Austria seized the town
in 1772 during a partition of Poland. Poland grabbed it back for twenty years just before World
War II and today it is once more under Ukrainian control — minus its Jewish population. In
1939, Drovitch had about ten thousand Poles, ten thousand Ukrainians and fifteen thousand
Jews. [Hamodia 2006 says 1744], (5518/1758);

Rav Pinchas Zelig, Rav of Lask and mechaber of Ateres Paz, (5430/1670);

Rav Aryeh Leib Yelin of Bialystok, mechaber of Yefeh Einayim, (5644/1884);

Rav Aryeh Yehuda Leib Epstein (Leibush 11) of Oztrov (1852-1928), son of Rav Yechiel
Chaim of Oztrov and grandson of Rav Aryeh Yehuda Leib HaLevi (Leibush HaGodol), founder
of the Oztrov dynasty. In his early teens, he married Rebbetzin Draizel, who herself learned
Gemora and personally tested their five sons. Rav Leibush succeeded his father as Rebbe in
1888. His most famous follower was Rav Meir Yechiel HalLevi Halshtok of nearby Ostrovtza.
Rav Leibush was succeeded by his oldest son, Rav Avrohom Shlomo, who in turn was followed
by his son, Rav Moshe Yechiel HaLevi Epstein (the Aish Dos of Oztrov, 1890-1971). Save for
its 350-year-old cemetery, nothing remains today of the town of Oztrov. [Hamodia says 1914],
(5688/1928);

Dr. Moshe Wallach, founder of Shaarei Tzedek hospital, (5717/1957).

% 8th of Nissan ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Apr 15t)

*

*

Rav Eliyohu ben Binyomin Wolf Shapiro MiPrague, the Eliyohu Rabba on Shulchon Aruch,
and Eliya Zuta on the Levush to Orach Chaim. He was a talmid of the Mogen Avrohom in his
youth, (5420-5472/1660-1712);

Rav Eliyohu HaKodosh of York, Rabbeinu Yom Tov, and several other British Tosafists, who
perished at Clifford’s Tower, during the Crusades. This is where the Cherem of York, forbidding
Jews from ever sleeping in the City of York overnight, started, (4950/1190);

Rav Mordechai ben Rav Dov Ber Shapira of Neshchiz (1740-1800). Descended from the
Maharal of Prague and Don Yitzchok Abarbanel, Rav Mordechai was a talmid of Rav Yechiel
Michel of Zlotchov. His sayings were collected in Rishpei Eish. He was succeeded by his son,
Rav Yitzchok of Neshchiz, (5560/1800);

Rav Yechiel Michel ben Rav Aharon Tukachinsky (Tikochinsky), Rosh Yeshiva of Eitz Chaim
in Yerushalayim (1872 [or 1874]-1955). He authored many seforim relating the halachic
observance in the Land and State of Israel (including Sefer Eretz Yisrael, Sefer HaShemita, Ir
HaKodesh V’HaMikdosh, and others. He authored Gesher HaChaim on the laws of mourning,
[also listed under the 25" of Teves], (5715/1955).

% gth of Nissan ~ Begins Thursday Night (Apr 2nd)

*

*

Rav Yosef Yoska (Yozfe) ben Rav Pinchus Han Norlingen, mechaber of Yosef Ometz,
(5397/1637);

Rav Yaakov Tzvi Yalish (Yolles) of Dinov, the Melo HaRo’im {Malei Roim} (1778-1825). He
was born in Premeshyl, but moved in with his grandfather, the Rav of Mezhibuzh, after his
mother passed away at an early age. He was a Chassid of the Chozeh of Lublin, and also
authored Kol Yaakov (on Torah and Nach). Dinov is a town 175 miles SSE of Warsaw, in the
Lvov district. Jews are first noted in 1552. The Dinov Chassidic dynasty was started by Rav
Tzvi Elimelech Shapira. By 1880, the Jewish population stood at 1,241 (total 2,784). Most of
the Jews left Dynéw for Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Austria at the outbreak of World War I,
returning four years later to find the town virtually destroyed. On September 15, 1939, an SS
unit arrived and rounded up three hundred men and shot them in the forest. The Great
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Synagogue was burned to the ground on the same day. The rest of the Jews were expelled to
Soviet-held territory. Some 200-250 survived the war, most in the Soviet Union. Rav Yaakov
Tzvi served as Rav in Dinov, and later of two other cities, but decided to devote himself to full-
time learning and left Rabbonus. He also authored Bais Va’ad LaChachomim on the history of
the Tano’im and Amoro’im, Emes Le’Yaakov on Torah, Chinuch Bais Yehuda (named for his
grandfather) on Chanuka, Parshas Derochim Zuta, and his most famous sefer, Melo HaRo’im,
(5585/1825);

Rav Aryeh Leib ben Rav Binyomin Benish Levin, the Tzaddik from Yerushalayim, Mashgiach,
Yeshiva Eitz Chaim (1885-1969). Immigrated to Eretz Yisrael in 1905, (5729/1969);

Rav Chaim Meir Hager, the Imrei Chaim (1887-1972). Son of Rav Yisrael of Vizhnitz, he
became the son-in-law of Rav Zev of Rachmistrivka. In 1910, he became Rav of Wilhovitz.
After World War 11, he moved to Eretz Yisrael and established Kiryat Vizhnitz in Bnei Brak,
where he rebuilt Chassidus Vizhnitz as Rebbe for thirty-five years, (5732/1972).

# HILLULA DE'TZADDIKA &

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS

The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a
custom to visit the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place
of the Tzaddikim and is therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are
more readily heard, accepted and answered when davened on holy ground. When
you daven there, do not make requests of the dead who are buried there; rather
ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then circle around the graves
and donate charity before reciting tefillos.”
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The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or
tragedy we have the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason
for this is that we approach them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have
in mind that the departed souls ask and daven for us before Hashem on High, as
opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead which is an idolatrous
practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and bodies
using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are
truly alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone.
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# GEDOLIM BE'MASAYHEM #

STORIES & ANECDOTES
Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel of Apt, 5 of Nissan

The Ohev Yisrael

How the Ohev Yisrael Became a
Talmid of the Noam Elimelech

In the city of Zavanitz there were
smugglers who would smuggle goods
without paying the levied taxes, and there
was also rampant desecration of the
Shabbos. The Apter Rav, Rav Avrohom
Yehoshua Heschel, was greatly upset by
their behavior and sharply rebuked them.

Rav Shmelke, the son of Rav Moshe
Leib of Sassov, wished to travel and visit
the Apter, but since he hailed from
Zavanitz he was worried that the Apter
would ask him where he was from and,
upon hearing his answer, would not let him
even cross his threshold!

His friends advised him to
completely ignore any questions about
where he was from and simply to introduce
himself as Rav Moshe Leib Sassover’s son.
And so it was that when the shamash asked
him who he was, he told him that he was
the son of the Sassover. When the Apter
heard this, he ran over to Rav Shmelke and
greeted him warmly. Shaking his hand with
both hands, he lit candles in his honor,
donned finer clothes in his honor and
seated him in a special chair reserved for
honored guests, shrugging off all protests,
saying, “Why, but you are my Rebbe’s son!”

When Rav Shmelke was thus seated,
the Apter Rav told him, “Let me tell you a
story about when I was the Rav of
Kolbesov. I was a young man back then, an
avreich, and I lived in the house set aside
for the Rav. Now, this house was very large
and my small family occupied only one
wing. The winters were freezing and my
salary was barely enough to feed us — and
certainly not enough to squander on

heating such a large home. So, although it
was furnished, we lived in only one wing.

“I sat and learned lishma, sincerely,
for the sake of Heaven, and I had plenty of
free time since it was a small city with few
affairs that needed my attention or
intervention. I often studied together with
my son and while we were immersed in our
studies lishma, nothing disturbed us. We
were not Chassidim, and since our primary
avoda was Torah study we even looked
upon their ways with disdain and
considered ourselves misnagdim, or
opponents to Chassidus.

“One day two anonymous travelers
passed by and knocked at my window,
asking if I had room for lodgers and guests.
‘Why, yes,” I answered, ‘the entire second
wing is at your disposal.” They unloaded
their luggage and made themselves at
home. I noticed that they seemed like holy
individuals and whatever conversations
they had among themselves always
sounded lofty. They spoke of things
pertaining to Avodas Hashem, yet 1 was
too busy with my studies to take their “idle
chatter” seriously. I thought that my derech
(path) was correct and shrugged them off.

“They were my guests for some three
days, and on the third day, as they
prepared to continue on their way, they
came to take their customary leave of me.
One of them began to engage me in
conversation and to tell me some story. I
was greatly troubled, since they were
detracting from my learning and from my
sincere Torah study, yet it would have been
rude and ill-mannered for me to interrupt
him — so I listened as politely as I could.
When he had finished the first story he
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began to tell me another one! At this point,
my hair stood on end, I was so disturbed at
this waste of my precious time. When he
finished, the other guest began to tell me a
tale as well and the pain I felt was death
itself! Finally, they finished the third story
and went on their way.

“Some three months passed and I
found that I understood the meaning of the
first story and that I had needed it. Some
three more months passed and I found that
I understood the need I had for the second
story — and three months later for the third
story. I was shocked to see how they were
able to see what I would need and what
would befall me over the course of that
entire year. I understood that this must be
through ruach hakodesh and I hoped that
Hashem would grant me another
opportunity to reunite with these two holy
individuals. Two years later, I looked out of
the window and saw them both traveling in
their carriage past my window. I could not
miss such an opportunity! I ran outside to
catch them and draw their attention. I was
in such a rush that I did not dress myself in
my coat or my spodik (the fur hat worn by
important personages such as the town
Rav) and I ran in my shirt after their coach,
chasing it across town.

“When I finally caught up with them
near the inn, I asked them, in between
catching my breath, as to their destination.
‘We are headed to Lizhensk, to the Rebbe
Reb Elimelech,’ they explained.

“May I join you?’” I asked. They

agreed, on the condition that I go to the
market while they davened and get some
provisions for the journey such as some
rolls, bagels and butter. I completely forgot
myself, town Rav or not, and in just my
shirt I went and bought the bread and the
butter. When I returned, they had finished
their tefillos and told me to hurry and get
ready. I quickly ran home, got dressed,
grabbed my tallis and tefillin and jumped
into their carriage.

“We are taking you to the Rebbe
Elimelech,” they explained, ‘since we can
tell that your soul’s root is bound to his.’
And so they did. The Rebbe Elimelech
became my mentor and I became a talmid.

Those two holy Tzaddikim were your
father, Rav Moshe Leib Sassover, and Rav
Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev.”

Afterward, Rav Moshe Leib would
often say that he should get shidduch gelt -
a broker’s fee for making the match
between the Apter and the Rebbe
Elimelech. To this the Berditchever would
respond, “And I should get double your fee,
since I also brought the Rebbe Reb
Elimelech and the Rebbe Reb Zusha to the
Maggid of Mezritch!”

(Kisvel Rav Yoshe #11 p116; Devorim Areivim 11 #2, pages 53—54)
The Writings Left Over from the

Tzaddik

Rav Meshulam Zisha of Zinkov,
grandson of the Apter Rav, related a story
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he had heard from his father, Rav Yitzchok
Meir of Zinkov, about Rav Levi Yitzchok of
Berditchev. Once the Berditchever was
visiting the Apter Rav in Kolbosov, and he
asked to see some of the Apter Rav’s
writings on the parsha. The Apter Rav
happily lent them to Rav Levi Yitzchok. Rav
Levi Yitzchok was so immersed in his
Avodas Hashem that he completely forgot
to return the writings to the Apter Rav.
After Rav Levi Yitzchok passed on, these
writings were found among his own
writings, and the publishers thought that
these belonged to Rav Levi Yitzchok as
well, and they published them mistakenly

in his name.
(R

As told by Rav Shlomo Carlebach

One ordinary night, the Apter Rav
made a feast. When the holy Apter makes a
feast it is okay with everybody, but the
Chassidim wanted to know why he was
making a feast that particular night. This is
the story he told:

Somewhere, somewhere, lived a very
wealthy Jew. As wealthy as he was, he
spent half his fortune to buy a cup for
Eliyohu HaNovi. At the Seder on Pesach
night you need a special cup for Eliyohu.

You put it
on the
table and
you
believe
that he is
coming to
drink
from it
So this
man put
his heart
and soul
and half
his
fortune
into

buying a cup for Eliyohu HaNouvi.

Then the saddest thing happened.
Suddenly he became very poor, he lost
everything, but G-d forbid, he would never
sell the cup of Eliyohu HaNovi. When it
came to two days before Pesach and he
didn’t have enough money to buy matza —
he had nothing — he said to his wife, “I'm
sorry to tell you, we have to sell the cup of
Eliyohu HaNovi. It’s very good to have a
cup for Eliyohu if you have a Seder, but if
you don’t even have a Seder, what good is
the whole thing?” His wife refused; she
would not let him sell the cup of Eliyohu
HaNovi. They had a little fight, and by
Erev Pesach morning he was very upset
with her.

“What
do you mean |¥%
you are not |%uy 80
selling the |§ 5&'@' SN
cup? Youdon't | B gy mem memep G
even have | B ok mremm "
matza!”  She | " TnnTmELT B
still refused to | jggy ™7 EmRE
sell the cup. ; s-uam'm?.iﬁi,"",.?;.‘mm
He was very | i ANDYS
angry  with | @ __» =v =
her. “I'm going | 4
to the Bais
Medrash,” he
said. “We
don’t have

anything to eat at home and I have nothing
to do, so I might as well be studying.”

He had just left when a very wealthy
man knocked on the door and asked if this
was the home of the very great and learned
scholar so-and-so. She told him it was. “I
have come from a very far country. I heard
of your husband and I would like to be at
the Seder with you.”

The woman said, “I would very
much like to invite you to the Seder, but we
have nothing to eat.”

“Oh, that’s no problem,” he says,
“I'm a very wealthy man. Here is money.
Do me a favor, buy food for the whole week
because I want to spend Pesach with you.”
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He left her a sack of gold pieces,
asked when she was beginning the Seder,
and promised to be back on time. So the
woman prepared a beautiful Seder. The
poor husband came home very late. He was
sure there would be no Yom Tov candles
and no matza in his house. What a surprise
when he came in and found a great feast!
She said, “We can’t start the Seder yet,
because we have to wait for the rich man,”
and she told him the whole story. They
were waiting, waiting, waiting. He didn’t
show up.

Finally, it was twenty minutes before
midnight. You have to eat matza before
midnight, so they ate fast, rattled off the
Seder, and had a feast, but they were really
sad that their guest hadn’t shown up. Then,
when the time came for the man to open
the door for Eliyohu HaNovi, he wanted to
get up, but suddenly he couldn’t keep
himself from falling asleep. The door
opened and Eliyohu HaNovi came in — the
rich man. He said to the woman, “Thank
you so much. I am so glad you didn’t sell
my cup.” He blessed her with the greatest
blessings in the world. When he walked out
the husband woke up again.

“What’s happening? I don’t know
why I fell asleep.”

She told him the whole story of why
he fell asleep. “You didn’t get to see Eliyohu
HaNovi because you wanted to sell his cup,
but I was so strong that, thank G-d, I didn’t
sell the cup, so he spoke to me.”

Finally, this little Yiddele passed
away and he came up to Heaven. He really
deserved Heaven and he was just about to
slip through the door when Eliyohu
HaNovi came along and said, “Not while
I'm around, brother.” This is a very deep
story.

Deep down, Eliyohu probably
realized the man didn’t really believe in
Eliyohu HaNouvi, he didn’t really believe in
miracles. So what are you doing in Heaven?

So Eliyohu HaNovi blocked his way.

What could he do? He didnt deserve
Gehinnom, so he wasn’t going to
Gehinnom, but he couldn’t get into Heaven
either. He just sat by the gate. Four years
later, his wife came, and Eliyohu HaNovi
came to greet her with all the Tzaddikim,
and all the holy people. They wanted to
take her into Gan Eden right away, but she
was a faithful woman and she wanted to
know where her husband was. They told
her Eliyohu HaNovi wouldn’t let him in
yet; he wasn’t ready for Heaven. She said,
“If my husband isn’t going in, neither am
I.” So they were both sitting at the gates of
Heaven.

The holy Apter said, “Yesterday, Eliyohu
HaNovi came to see me. I told him,
“Eliyohu, really, cut it out. How long are
you going to make them sit like that by the
gates of Heaven? Let them in already!” So
Eliyohu promised me last night that he
would let them in today. So tonight I am
making a feast in their honor, to greet them

in Heaven.”
(R

It was in Mezhibuzh, on the night of
the fifth of Nissan, ten days before Pesach,
1829, that Rav Avrohom Yehoshua
Heschel, the Ohev Yisrael of Apt, departed
this world. On the very same night, in the
holy city of Teverya, on the shore of the
Kinneret (Sea of Galilee, Eretz Yisrael),
people heard a knocking on the windows of
Kollel Vohlin, one of the organizations
responsible for the fair distribution of
funds in support of the struggling religious
Jews from Europe in Eretz Yisrael. Inside
was the caretaker, alone, the one who held
the keys to the gates of the cemetery. The
voice from outside said, “Go outside and
follow the bier of the Rav of Apt!”

He ventured outside and was chilled
by terror, for the bier was being followed by
a grim retinue of myriad human forms
from the Other World. One of these
followers intimated to him that this was the
funeral procession of the Tzaddik of Apt;
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he had passed away in Mezhibuzh, and
malochim had borne his coffin for
entombment in the soil of the Holy Land.

The beadle repeated his story in the
morning. People refused to believe him,
until on the suggestion of an elderly sage
they went together to the cemetery, and
there they found a newly-covered grave.

Letters from Apt later confirmed
that the Tzaddik had indeed passed away
on that very day. Before his passing, he had
cried out to Heaven in bitter protest over
the length of the exile. Why was the
Moshiach tarrying so long? And in his
heartache he had wept and said, “Before
Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev left this
world he promised that he would not rest,
nor allow the Tzaddikim in the World of
Truth to rest, until their insistent pleas
would bring about the Messianic
Redemption. But when he arrived there,
the saintly souls in the Garden of Eden
found spiritual delight in his company, and
ascended with him to the palaces of
supernal bliss — until he forgot his own
promise. But I will not forget!”

When Rav Chaim Elozor of
Munkatsch visited the holy sites in the
Land in 1930, he asked about among the
oldest citizens of Teverya as to whether any
of them knew where the Apter Rav was
buried. They led him to a certain stone slab
in the old cemetery that their hoary elders,
who were now in the World of Truth, had
shown them - the place where the Ohev
Yisrael had been brought to rest.

[Source: Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from the rendition in A
Treasury of Chassidic Tales (ArtScroll), as translated by our
esteemed colleague, Uri Kaploun, from Sipurei Chassidim by Rav S.
Y. Zevin.]

e

Once, tzedoka collectors came to the
home of the holy Rav of Apt, the Ohev
Yisrael, on the day before Pesach, to collect
matzos for the needy. The Rebbetzin was
busy preparing for Yom Tov, and others

went to
provide
matzos for the
collectors. In
the bustle,
they S PR T
mistakenly .
took the

shemura
matza that
had been
baked on the
day before e
Pesach for the = e
Rav and were
placed under a
special cloth,
and gave them to the collectors, who took
them before the Rebbetzin came into the
room.

When the Rebbetzin entered the
room, she saw that the shemura matza was
not there. She investigated, and learned
that they had been given to the tzedoka
collectors. She quaked, and her heart was
struck in her chest; she did not know what
to do. She feared telling her holy husband
about this. She decided to take regular
matza, which she placed beneath the cloth
in place of the others, and she pretended to
know nothing of what had happened. The
holy Rav conducted the Seder with the
plain matza.

After Pesach, a couple came before
the Rav to divorce. The Rav asked the
husband, “Why do you wish to divorce your
wife?”

The husband replied that this wife
did not want to cook for Pesach in
implements which had not been used for
soaked matza (gebrokts).

The Rav instructed to call for his
Rebbetzin. He told her, “Tell me the truth:
what sort of matzos were placed before me
for the Seder?”

The Rebbetzin was silent, afraid to

VIIOINY VINM PN
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say.
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He asked again, “Please tell, and do
not fear.”

The Rebbetzin answered, “Normal
matzos.” And she told what had happened.

The Rav told the husband, “See, my
son. I ate normal matza on the first night
of Pesach, pretending that I did not know

and was not aware so that I would not
come to anger, or, G-d forbid, to a quarrel.
And you want to divorce your wife over
soaked matza?”

The Rav made peace between them,
and they left.

RN N TN NN
Rav Aharon Roth, 6™ of Nissan

Mechaber of Shomer Emunim

Rav Ahrele Roth, founder of
Chassidus Shomrei Emunim, came to
Yerushalayim in 1925. He was known for
his fervent and emotional style of tefilla
and worship. In Satmar, Hungary, at the
time, he was viewed as being inordinately
intense, and became somewhat of a
curiosity. Such was his manner of
conducting himself that the talmidim from
the Satmar Yeshiva were banned from
visiting or even laying eyes on him. It is
said that he often had to change his shirt
up to three times during Shabbos-morning
tefillos. He often stretched out the
davening to four or five hours, such was his
intensity. [I have read that he instituted the
practice that all the shuls in Europe in
which his Chassidim davened were
forbidden to light the fires in the warming
ovens during the cold winter days. He
instructed that his Chassidim’s tefillos
should be sufficient to warm them up and
keep them from freezing. They say that the
windows of such shuls glistened with
condensation due to the intense heat
generated inside them despite the lack of
ovens to heat them!] When he moved to
Yerushalayim in 1925 he had decided to
become a sofer (a scribe), but his teacher
quickly realized that this was no ordinary
human being and, soon after, Rav Ahrele
Roth founded Shomrei Emunim.

On one occasion at a simcha, the
Rebbe was dancing fervently in the middle
of a circle. Amidst his ecstasy he opened his
eyes, and noticed a man with a disturbed

face, perhaps a Misnagged (opponent of
Chassidim), looking on with contempt. Rav
Ahrele broke the circle, took the man by the
hand, and began to
dance. A circle, once
again, formed around,
and Rav Ahrele looked
up into the man’s eyes.
The man was shaken by
this look, and almost
lost his equilibrium.
But just then he began
to feel the niggun resonate. As the dancing
became more intense, this seemingly
unhappy fellow was visibly transformed,
and by now he had lost his self-
consciousness. Still dancing with Rav
Ahrele, hand in hand, he felt as if he were
soaring. Never before had he conceived of
such ecstasy. Rav Ahrele knew well that the
view from inside the circle is much
different from the view on the outside. The
man never looked back. He became a
devoted Chassid of the Rebbe. Such was
Rav Ahrele’s intensity and influence.

Rav Avrohom Meir Ziswein was a
Chassid and follower of Rav Tzvi Elimelech
Spira of Bluzhov. When the Bluzhover
moved to Pest, Rav Avrohom Meir heard of
a certain special bochur, a young man who
outshone all his peers in the Yeshiva in
Weitzin; this young man’s true yiras
shomayim (fear of Heaven), sterling
character and fiery avoda drew Rav
Avrohom Meir to seek to bring him under
the wings and guidance of the Bluzhover

14 = Vayikra / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com



L

N

4

who was to become his Rebbe. The young
man was none other than Rav Aharon
Roth.

Once, Rav Avrohom Meir recounted
his initial impressions of the young,
budding Tzaddik:

Believe me, when I first met Rav
Ahrele in Weitzin, I was sure that in no
time he would grow to be a leader of no less
than a thousand Chassidim and that one
day I would have to wait in line by the door
to gain an audience with him and speak my
mind. However, this was not to be, for this
sterling Tzaddik had no wish whatsoever to
become a well-known and famed Rebbe;
instead, he loathed and hated the
Rabbonus and the limelight. He shirked
from fame and renown and pushed away
the masses. Instead he sought to light a
flame in the hearts of Yidden, to ignite the
spark of the pintele yid, fill them with awe
and fear of Heaven, true faith and strong,
pure emuna, and a desire and passion for
serving the Almighty Creator! His primary
work was to gather around coarse, simple
Jews with broken hearts, and to uplift them
and aid them to grow and expand till they
became precious vessels serving Hashem
with no ulterior motives. He did not want
any sheine yidden, accomplished Jews,
scholars and good characters who had
already reached any level of devotion and
did not need him to raise and uplift them.
For such Chassidim he had no desire at all.

Once, one of the fine, sheine Yidden
of Yerushalayim approached Rav Ahrele in

my presence and said to him, “Rav Ahrele,
begin your tefillos on Shabbos just one
hour earlier at seven thirty in the morning
and I will bring you two hundred
accomplished yungeleit to daven with
you!”

“Listen,” explained Rav Ahrele, “I
cannot possibly fulfill your request. We
finish our tisch late — after chatzos — and
we must wake on Shabbos later than
during the week so that we have properly
rested for our devotions. Then there are
hachonos, spiritual preparations and the
mikve and it all takes time; I cannot
possibly begin one hour earlier.”

When the latter had departed, Rav
Ahrele turned to us and said, “I didn’t
really tell him the entire truth. All the
excuses I made are true indeed; however,
the real emes is that I do not wish to begin
my davening one hour earlier precisely
because it would attract them. I start
davening one hour later so that those two
hundred yungeleit should not come to me!
I don’t look for finished, accomplished
sheine yidden, especially those who have a
hard time listening to what I say. They
cannot humble and subjugate themselves —
I have nothing to do with such Jews! I
search specifically for a golem - a
shapeless mass that I can fashion with my
own hands into a form that can serve
Hashem - these I can transform into
shining yungeleit who accept my words
with truth and humility.” That was the way
of the Shomer Emunim.

Rav Yitzchok of Drovitch, 7 of Nissan

A Talmid of the Ba’al Shem Tov

From my new upcoming book on Simcha:
What Simcha Can Accomplish

A wedding procession once passed
by the home of the Rebbe Reb Zusha. Upon
hearing the music and seeing the

procession, the Rebbe Reb Zusha went
outside and began to dance and make
merry before the groom and bride. When
he had finished and come home, the
members of his household berated the
Tzaddik that it was dishonorable for an
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elderly Rebbe such as himself to go out and
dance in the streets.

“Let me tell you a story,” answered
the Rebbe Reb Zusha, (and he spoke of
himself humbly, in the third person as was
his custom): “In Zusha’s youth, Zusha was
a talmid of the Zlotschover Maggid. Once,
during our studies together, the Maggid
grew impatient with Zusha and he yelled at
Zusha. Afterward, he regretted this and
asked Zusha to forgive him. ‘Of course
Rebbe, 1 forgive you,” was Zusha’s reply.
Then again before Zusha lay down to sleep,
again the Maggid showed up and asked
forgiveness. ‘Yes, yes, Rebbe — 1 forgive
you!’ was Zusha’s reply again.

“Then, as I lay down in bed before
sleep had overcome me, his saintly father,
Rav Yitzchok of Drovitch, may his memory
be a blessing, appeared to me. Rav Yitzchok
turned to me and said, ‘I left one son, just
one precious son in this world before I
died, and you wish to destroy him all
because he insulted and yelled at you?!” he
accused.

“Rebbe,’ 1 entreated him, ‘Zusha has
already forgiven him twice with all my
heart and soul?’

“Humph, you call that forgiveness?’
Rav Yitzchok challenged me back. ‘Come
with me and I will teach how to truly
forgive someone completely.’

“And so I got out of bed, dressed and
followed Rav Yitzchok as he led me toward
the bathhouse. When we got there, Rav
Yitzchok commanded Zusha to disrobe and
enter the waters of the mikve and
submerge and immerse myself completely
three times under the waters, and with
each submersion to recite wholeheartedly
that I forgave his son, the Zlotschover
Maggid. Zusha did so.

“When 1 finished, I saw that Rav
Yitzchok’s faced glowed and shone brightly
with a blinding other-worldly light. I asked
him what the source of such a shining
countenance was, and he taught Zusha that

he merited such a shining light because he
was careful and diligent in fulfilling the
three rules of Rav Nechunia ben HaKaneh
(mentioned in Megilla 28a):

1. I never honored myself through
my fellow’s shame.

2. I never went to bed before having
forgiven anyone who had caused me any
pain.

3. I was easy-going with my money
for charitable causes.

“Furthermore,” added Rav Yitzchok,
‘you should know that whatever I achieved
through diligence in fulfilling these three
rules, can also be achieved through Simcha
—joy.

“Therefore,” concluded the Rebbe
Reb Zusha, “when I saw the wedding
procession and the opportunity to rejoice, I
ran outside to dance and grasp the
opportunity to rejoice in Simcha shel
mitzva!” (Sippurei Chassidim).

eI

A Revealing P’sak Din

The Imrei Chaim of Vizhnitz used to
relate how once Rav Yitzchok of Hamburg
sat together with Rav Yitzchok of Drovitch
to pasken (rule over) a matter of Jewish
law.

The case before them involved a
wealthy merchant from Brode who had
passed away suddenly, leaving no will.
Another merchant claimed that the dearly
departed owed him a loan that had never
been repaid and that the orphans should
pay him from their inheritance.

Rav Itzikel Hamburger ordered the
orphans to swear the traditional oath that
their father had not left any instructions
regarding such a debt and that they were
then exempt by halocha to pay it.

Rav Yitzchok of Drovitch, however,
said, “My esteemed colleague — the halocha
is on your side. What should I do, though —
how can I agree when I see the soul of the
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departed standing right here and he
confesses that he does indeed owe the
money?”

“Sorry, the Torah is not in Heaven,”
insisted Rav Itzikel Hamburger. “We must
rule according to the halocha. Besides, you
say you see him, but I don’t.”

To which Rav Yitzchok of Drovitch
replied, “Nu.” At that moment, Rav Itzikel

Hamburger’s eyes and ears were opened,
and when he too heard the words of the
meis (dead person), he fainted! When he
was revived, he turned to his colleague and
stated, “Nonetheless, the Din Torah is with
the side of the orphans.” He wrote up the
judgment, to which Rav Yitzchok of
Drovitch affixed his signature, and the
orphans were sent on their way.

N N N TN
Rav Mordechai Neshchizer, 8™ of Nissan

Rav Mordechai of Slonim used to
tell how Rav Mottele Neshchizer boasted
that had he inherited his Rebbe, Rav
Michele Zlotschover’s cup and table, he
would have had the power even to resurrect
the dead!

Once, when Rav Mottele was in fact
staying in Zlotschov, a certain young girl
took ill. As she took a turn for the worse,
the doctors feared for her life and her
family dispatched someone to seek the
Tzaddik’s aid. Rav Michele Zlotschover’s
widow approached Rav Mottele and told
him of the young bride-to-be, who was just
betrothed, who now lay in her sickbed at
death’s door!

“Please,” she beseeched the Tzaddik,
“I have heard rumors that you said if you
had my husband’s cup and table you could
even revive the dead; please use them to
save this girl before she joins them and
leaves this world!”

Rav Mottlele took a knife, scraped
some wood off the Zlotschover’s table and
mixed it with coffee in his Rebbe’s former
cup, instructing that the girl drink the
concoction.

Miraculously, she was healed!

e

The Holy Snuffbox

The Imrei Chaim of Vizhnitz
inherited Rav  Mottele  Neshchizer’s
snuffbox from his holy father, the Ahavas
Yisrael of Vizhnitz. The Imrei Chaim used
to leave it on his shtender and from time to
time he would take from the snuff inside it.
He related that the Ahavas Yisrael used to
grasp the holy snuffbox during the
recitation of Malchiyos, Zichronos and
Shoforos on Rosh HaShana and would
retell the following tale of how his father
and their relatives fled Vizhnitz during the
First World War:

“My holy father, the Ahavas Yisrael,
had Rav Mottele Neshchizer’s snuffbox in
his pocket when the wicked Cossacks
stopped them and accosted my family,
searching them in order to steal any
valuables. One of the Cossacks desired the
snuffbox, but as soon as he put his soiled
hands on it, he began to shake and tremble,
and he quickly threw it aside as if it had
burned him! My holy father picked it up
and took it back. The truth is, said the
Imrei Chaim, that it wasn’t the Cossack
who tossed aside the snuffbox — no, no it
was the other way around! It was the holy
snuffbox that tossed him aside!

To be said on Gimmel Nissan, the day of Zevulun’s Nosi
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It is known that the day of the 3rd of Nisan is mesugol for parnossa. The source for this is
Sefer Chaim V’Sholom (Vayeitzei), from the Munkatcher Rav (the Minchas Elozor) who says he
heard from Rav Yechezkel Shraga of Shiniva (Divrei Yechezkel) that the day of the 3rd of Nisan,
when the Nosi of Zevulun is read, is mesugol for parnossa and ashirus. This sounds like any one
of the other numerous segulos for parnossa. That's why I think it's a disservice to tell anyone
this without also telling him what it says before that on the very same page.

He starts off the page by explaining that nxs3 1212t mow 8 191219 means that through
Zevulun’s mxs1 (hinted by gnxsa) for Torah (his giving money to Yissochor so he can learn
Torah) the Torah is his reward, but Zevulun will also be happy (mw) in this world
immediately since he needs to make more money in order to support Talmidei Chachomim.
This seems to be the lesson we should take out of it. By supporting people who learn Torah -
everyone according to his means - we can be worthy of getting parnossa. This should get
those people who speak disparagingly of Talmidei Chachomim who are supported to stop
speaking thus, as really the Talmidei Chachomim are doing the giver a favor.

1212t mow is equal to o3, hinting at dealing honestly. 113t maw is also meramez to simcha
being mesugol for parnossa. Rav Nosson Breslover once told someone with financial troubles
that simcha is mesugol for parnossa. The man replied that it was difficult to be happy in his
present situation. Rav Nosson responded, “But what won’t a person do for parnossa?” (The
same story is told over with the Yismach Yisroel of Alexander.) Rav Mendel Riminover says a
remez to simcha being mesugol for parnossa is the last letters of 77 nx nmp and maw 98 M are the
same and they are a Name connected to parnossa. The first letters of 1,131 mow are equal to the
first letters of mow 98 n»m. This is also meramez in the Mishna: woma mown vwy 8 s, How does
one become an Ywy? pbmammwn - by being happy with one’s lot.

1212 equals 11 reminding us of i nwIs.

18 = Vayikra / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com



Lea said regarding "3t that Hashem had given her a 2w 1. Rashi says that this means
as Onkelos translates it, 2v p>n - “a good portion”. The gematria of 72t is equal to nn®sn. The
word 1212v in w"a n"8 is voowy, equal to 479 - the gematria of nyya, as in on> Soxn pox nyva. The last
letters of 7nxsa 193t mow equal or®. This pasuk teaches us that although there are people who
seem to amass great wealth without breaking a sweat, the pasuk is teaching that if one thinks
TON Nty meaning one’s own efforts are what makes - as the pasuk says: 7 Dy °m> 72253 NN
mn 90 X% mwy, then no matter how much one may have, it will never be enough (as Chazal
teach that if one has a hundred he wants two hundred). Then despite all you may have, >>xn
o>, it seems like you only have bread. The gematria of nyta with the kollel is equal to the last
letters of »1 b3y °m> 73353 XY The posuk then says: 2w 9oy 581N 99 05 NP5 MK 2 TN ON W Ty
- which can be read as: until he does teshuva and realizes that he is just dust and powerless, as
Avrohom Avinu said: 908195y 281 - “I am but dust and ashes”. When someone comes to the
realization that every single great idea and every single penny comes only from Hashem, (as is
hidden in the pesukim, 7ox is equal to 57°%, which alludes to Hashem who is One and the 5w oo
oy and the first letters of o3y 'n> equal twenty-six, Hashem’s Name) then even if he only has
bread, he feels like he has everything, as the Mishna says: w>ma mown vwy 81 mvN. He is then
taken out of the curse of on® %o8n 7ox ny1a. Hashem is saying 798, meaning “(by the sweat of)
your face”. When you take the 7 off to make it *ox which would be referring to Hashem, then
you have the first letters of 57 nx nmp - we ask Hashem to “open His hand” since we can’t do
anything on our own. We can then realize there is only One Who controls everything, as nya
or> axn pox with the kollel is equal to TR "7 wp5R 7 58w ydw.

Rashi on the words, o8 nyt3, says: 737712 mwnw NX> - “after you toil a lot”. But many
toil and barely put food on the table! mwnw nx> - “after you toil” can mean two things: 1)
After you are done with thinking that your own toil makes parnossa. 2) Reading it with a
comma 7137713 ,mnw nx>. After toiling hard by working on your emuna, then 1397 1. This
doesn’t mean quantity, rather quality. There will be lots of shefa; the money will come from
the side of kedusha, as opposed to one who thinks he gets money on his own, and has the
money coming from the “other side”. A remez to this is that 129712 is the same gematria as M.

The Munkatcher Rav shows how the name of />3t is equal to ninety-five, which will be
equal to the Names of Hashem - ‘38 p~-p - when Moshiach comes. After he speaks about the
segula for parnossa, he says that we should understand that Nisan is a time of Geula. As Rav
Gamliel Rabinovitz constantly says, we need parnossa to live but we should remember that
Hashem has no house, no wife (we are in golus), most of his children don’t know how to say
Shema. He says that Hashem doesn’t even have bread, so to speak, as we say in korbonos: nx
2 139p. He says that besides constantly saying, “Give me, give me,” we should ask Hashem
to rebuild His house.

We should all remember that the berocha of parnossa on this day comes from supporting
Talmidei Chachomim. May we all be zoche to have parnossa berevach and do good things with it,
and may we be zoche to realize what we are missing without Hashem’s House, so that we can
daven properly for its rebuilding.
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Zera

Shimshon

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel
Nachmani, was born in 5467
(1706/1707) into an illustrious
family =~ with great Rabbinical
lineage. He studied the revealed and
concealed parts of the Torah by the
Torah greats of his day.

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa,
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was
recognized as a holy and pious
individual, as well as a tremendous
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah.
He passed away on the 6™ of Elul
5539 (1779).

His Seforim were named, Toldos
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the
Torah. In his introduction, he
explains that since his only son had
died during his lifetime, he wrote
his Seforim to perpetuate his own
memory after his passing.

The following is his passionate
request to learn his works.

“I implore of you with ten terms of
supplication to choose from my
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that
finds favor in your eyes, for your
learning will sooth my soul etc...

“This righteousness will stand by
you forever — to ‘eat’ in this world,
and be satiated in the next. In this
merit, Hashem will repay you with
children, health and sustenance.

“...and now my brothers and
friends etc. do a true kindness, and
with your eyes you will see children
and  grandchildren  surrounding
your table, houses filled with all
that is good, wealth and honor will
not cease from your children...”
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And Hashem called Moshe (1:1)

The Medrash (Rabba 1:15) says any Talmid Chacham that does not possess
wisdom and understanding is less significant than a dead animal. This is seen by the
fact that Moshe Rabbeinu, who was the master of all prophets and the father of all
the wise people, and even he did not enter the Mishkan until Hashem called him.

The Zera Shimshon asks a number of questions on this Medrash.

1) How can it be that a dead animal can be superior to a human being? All
the more so, better than a Talmid Chacham?

2) As well, how is this concept seen from the fact that Moshe Rabbeinu did
not enter the Mishkan without being called?

3) Also, how indeed is it possible that a Talmid Chacham does not possess
wisdom?

The Zera Shimshon explains this Medrash as follows.

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 92b) says that it is forbidden to have mercy on
anyone that does not possess wisdom.

The Maharsha explains this Gemara to mean that a person ‘who does not
possess wisdom’ means someone who thinks that he can survive on his own wisdom
and does not need to pray for Hashem’s assistance. This is why it is forbidden to
have mercy on such a person. Of course, we must have mercy on everyone,
especially on someone who is lacking in any way. However, a person who lives,
thinking that he is charge and he does not have to come on to Hashem - he lacks
wisdom by his own choice and that is why the Gemara says one may not have mercy
on him.

For a Talmid Chacham who undoubtedly knows that everything is under
Hashem’s control, the reason why he would lack wisdom, which the Maharsha
explains to mean - he does not pray to Hashem for assistance, is because he relies on
his own merits and does not feel that he has to pray for what he needs. Therefore,
when the Gemara speaks about a Talmid Chacham who does not have wisdom, it
does not literally mean that he does not possess actual wisdom, as explained above.

It is for this reason that the Gemara says that a dead animal is better than a
Talmid Chacham without wisdom.

This is based on the explanation of the Iyun Yaakov Gemara (Shabbos 108a)
that in reality a dead animal should be allowed to be eaten, however, Hashem
forbade it in the Torah so that it can be given to the dogs as a reward for the fact that
they heeded Hashem’s command not to bark when the Jewish people left Egypt.

Thus, a dead animal shows how Hashem takes care of all his creations, since
carcasses are fed to the dogs for the above-mentioned reason. Therefore, the carcass
of the dead animal is better than a Talmid Chacham who does not show that he
needs to come on to Hashem Who takes care of all of His creations.

Moshe Rabbeinu is a proof to this as well, since he did not rely on his many
merits to enter the Mishkan, rather he waited until he was called by Hashem. This
shows that no matter how great of a tzaddik a person is, he should not rely on his
merits - the opposite of the Talmid Chacham that does not possess “‘wisdom’, and
relies on his merits and doesn’t pray for his needs.
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"Speak to the Children of Israel and say to them:
When a man among you brings an offering to
Hashem: from animals — from the cattle or from the
flock shall you bring your offering”

(Vayikra 1:2)

Hashem revealed Himself to Moshe Rabbeinu in the
Ohel Mo'ed (Tent of Meeting) and told him to command
Bnei Yisrael concerning the offerings, as it says, "When a
man among you brings an offering". Seemingly, a person
should really be offering his very self as a sacrifice to
Hashem.

It seems that the idea behind the animal offerings is that
just like an animal is slaughtered and offered up before
Hashem, so too a person must prepare himself to be a
korban for Hashem. Upon contemplation, we realize that
this is not a simple matter since the animal is taken to be
slaughtered and offered on the Mizbe'ach even without
its compliance and contrary to its inclination. Yet since a
human being possesses abilities and desires, it is therefore
not possible to force him to sacrifice himself for Hashem.

This being the case, how can one achieve this deep de-
sire to sacrifice oneself, or of oneself, for the sake of our
Creator? The Ramban explains this idea, saying that the
purpose of the korbanot was to bring a person to contem-
plate and observe what is being done to the animal, and
realize that all this should really have been done to him. Yet
since Hashem is merciful, He therefore commanded man to
offer an animal in his place so that the animal that is being
sacrificed should serve as an atonement for him. When a
person sees how the animal is slaughtered and its blood
sprinkled on the Mizbe'ach, this willimmediately lead him
to thoughts of repentance and remorse and he will seek
with all his power to appease Hashem so that chalila what
was done to the animal should not happen to him.

Since the destruction of the Beit Hamikdash and the
cessation of the sacrifices, we have an even stronger obli-
gation to surrender our will to the will of Hashem since we
do not have animal offerings that can atone for our sinful
ways. Unfortunately, sometimes out of habit, we fulfill a
certain mitzvah automatically without inserting any feel-
ings or love for the mitzvah and in this case, the mitzvah
does not serve its purpose and does not have the power
to bring pleasure to Hashem.

This brings out the lesson that 'A person is led on the
path that he wishes to take' and 'One who tries to purify
himself is assisted'. When Hashem observes a person's
desire to surrender his own needs for His sake and He sees
his extreme devotion to his Torah and mitzvah observance,
then He bestows his efforts with a special blessing so that
he can indeed cleave to the path that he wishes to follow.

We have a custom that when young children begin to
learn the Chumash, we start by teaching them the Parsha
of Vayikra that deals with the offerings. Why is this? Since
the details of the korbanot are complex and intricate, we

Self-sacrifice in Place of Bringing Korbanot

would assume that it would more beneficial to begin by
teaching them about the creation of the world and the
deeds of the Avot and only later on introduce the korbanot.
The explanation is that young children have an innocence
and purity which slowly disappears over the years. It is
due to this innocence that a young child is prepared to
almost sacrifice his life for the sake of a small candy. Since
young children possess this extreme devotion for things
they consider important, the Sages wish to take advantage
of that pure innocence to inculcate the youngsters with
mesirut nefesh for the sake of Hashem. Just as they show
self-sacrifice for a single candy, so too they will be prepared
to sanctify Hashem's Name through their actions and show
self-sacrifice for the will of Hashem.

There is nothing that arouses a person's understanding
of mesirut nefesh more than the matter of the korbanot.
The child is exposed to the procedure of slaughtering an
animal and since he understands that all that happens to
the animal should really have been done to the person who
brings the korban, he will immediately accustom himself
to fulfill Hashem's will with mesirut nefesh, so that chalila
what is done to the animal should not happen to him.

It would seem that the small ‘alef' found in the word
"' teaches us that a person should learn a lesson from
the young children, hinted to by this small ‘alef'. Just as
innocent young children show self-sacrifice for treats, so
too a person should train himself to show self-sacrifice for
Torah study and mitzvah performance.

Every single person was created and formed with a
purpose and when he descends to the world of actions,
he must complete his rectification and accomplish the
goal for which he was created. The difficulty is, how can a
person know his intended destiny? How can he know the
goal for which he came down to this world? This world is
chock full of challenges and difficulties; how can a person
know which challenge offers him the opportunity of fulfil-
ing his destiny?

It seems to be that specifically in the areas where a per-
son feels substantial difficulty in serving Hashem, is where
he must invest all his energy and strength. For example,
if a person finds it extremely difficult to get up early in
the morning and pray with a minyan, yet he overcomes
this natural tendency to stay in bed, he is displaying self-
sacrifice for praying with a minyan and through this, he
accomplishes his life's mission.

Life is full of hardships and challenges and since no
one has a life-guarantee or a promise that he and his
family will sail through life peacefully, nobody knows
when hardship will, rachmana litzlan, befall his family.
Therefore, every person must toil to identify his weak-
nesses in avodat Hashem, and to invest effort, with true
self-sacrifice, to strengthen those areas. When Hashem
sees that a person is exerting himself to fulfill His will and
complete his mission in life, then He rewards him with
special protection.




Walking in their Ways

Crossing Paths

| was once invited to the home of a fantastically wealthy
individual. As | toured his house, which was more like a man-
sion, | noticed that the walls were covered with expensive
pictures, each worth a small fortune. Every corner announced
his wealth, yet sad to say, | did not feel any measure of holiness
in this home.

But then the master of the house brought me into an inner
chamber. This room was truly magnificent. It contained an Aron
Hakodesh which was completely coated in silver. When the man
opened its door, | was stunned and moved to find myself in the
presence of approximately ten beautiful Sifrei Torah! | stood
there, speechless in awe. But suddenly, | was shaken at discov-
ering a picture of a cross, resting beside the Aron Hakodesh.

“What is this?” | asked weakly. “Why do you possess a cross,
the symbol of idolatry?”

“Oh, that,” the rich man answered dismissively. “It’s only a
picture. | don’t pay much attention to it, surely never consider-
ing it idolatry, chas v’shalom.”

| was inflamed by his answer. | rebuked him severely for al-
lowing anidol into his home, and for placing it beside the Aron
Hakodesh, of all places!

As | left his house, | reflected upon what | had observed. |
realized that this man could possess such a perverted outlook
as to keep a cross next to an Aron Hakodesh, only because
he never sought the truth. This man never invested effort in
his avodat Hashem. He was satisfied with observing mitzvot,
marrying off his children to Jews and keeping Shabbat and
kashrut. Concerning matters of Judaism, he obeyed only his
intellectual instructions. This brought him to such a level of self-
contradiction that he could placidly place a symbol of idolatry
beside a beautiful Aron Hakodesh filled with ten Sifrei Torah.

His life was missing its primary aspect- exertion in the service
of Hashem, as in the aspect 'Believe one who toils and achieves'.
Had this rich man endeavored to attain the pure truth, he
would never have come to perpetuate such a sham. AJew who
seeks the untainted truth, with no ulterior motives, is helped
by Hashem to find the light of the holy Torah. But without this
exertion, one will never advance in one's avodat Hashem.

The Haftarah

"This people which I fashioned for Myself" (Yeshaya 43)

The connection to the Parsha: In the Haftarah, Israel is accused
of not bringing the offerings to Hashem, while the Parsha speaks

about the laws concerning the service of the offerings.

Guard Your Tongue

Neither to One's Wife

There is no difference when speaking lashon hara, if one is speaking
to other people, family members, friends, or to one's wife. Lashon hara to
one's wife is only permitted if there is a purpose in telling her this informa-
tion, for example, if she sells to dishonest people on credit, the husband
may disclose this information since she will have a hard time getting them
to pay their debts. He may warn her about their dishonest nature and

advise her not to sell to them on credit.

Tidbits of faith and trust penned by Moreinu v'Rabbeinu
Hagaon Hatzaddik Rabbi David Chananya Pinto, shiita
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Pure Jewish Children

It is a holy custom that when young
children start learning Torah, one begins
with Sefer Vayikra, as in the concept, 'Let
the pure come and occupy themselves
with purity'.

Itis heartening to study the wonderful
words of Hagaon Hatzaddik Rabbi Aryeh
Shechter zt"l:

"Baruch Hashem, today's generation
displays a great strengthening in the
study of Torah. Children of six years
old are familiar with the entire Sefer
Bereishit and at nine years old they are
well-versed in all the Five Books of the
Torah. Our children possess enormous
strength. More than once | have been
invited to participate in the siyumim of
my grandchildren and | am awed and
impressed with the all-encompassing
knowledge of today's children.

| heard about a method that Harav
Yosef Halperin zt"l developed, where
one teaches children all the laws of muk-
tza (the prohibition to touch or move
certain objects on Shabbat) in just four
lessons. After that, they are taught all
the intricate laws of 'borer' (separation)
and 'bishul' (cooking) and the children
know how to apply the laws in a most
amazing fashion! They know exactly
what is permitted and what is forbid-
den. Children of three and four years
old already know to control themselves
from speaking lashon hara!

And what about the children of our
estranged brothers?

They are Jews with feeling, who
despite living in foreign countries
are not prepared to allow their
children to cut themselves off from
our People and marry non-Jews.
Many of those who are far from
Torah observance have come to un-
derstand that if they want to raise

& well-mannered and educated
children, they need to provide
them with an orthodox edu-
cation. The sight of a secular
woman walking hand in hand
with a child sporting peyot
and a kippah is already not
so rare...

In previous generations,
4 those committed to a Torah

Words of our Sages

lifestyle were the minority. At the time
when my sisters married, girls were
embarrassed to marry a bachur who was
sitting and learning. The first question in
shidduchim was: What does the boy do?
How does he support himself? Whoever
thought about marrying a Ben Torah?!

When my oldest sister became of
age, the shadchan came to my father
and said, "l have three suggestions for
your daughter, one of themis crazy". My
father, a clever man, asked him what he
meant and he replied: "This boy wants to
learn his whole life. How will he support
a family?" My father was a great G-d
fearing Jew and lover of Torah. Therefore
he replied, "this kind of crazy person is
exactly what | want!" And he merited.
My sister indeed merited marrying the
Av Beit Din of the Edah Chareidit, Rabbi
Moshe Sternbuch shlita.

What great sacrifice this aspiration re-
quired in those days! With her ingrained
love of Torah, she devoted herself to
publishing her husband's sefarim, which
included deciphering his hand-written
Torah insights, typing them and even
selling the sefarim. She also shouldered
the responsibility for the chinuch of her
children and the running of the home,
all so that her husband should be free
to learn undisturbed.

Today the esteem in which we regard
those who study Torah has risen immea-
surably. Which parents do not wish for
their daughter to marry a bachur who
is a talmid chacham!

We are a generation that is searching
for Torah! On Purim night, the Batei
Knesset are full of fathers and sons
studying Torah together. Thousands of
fathers and sons participate in yeshivas
'Mordechai Hatzaddik', carving out time
in the middle of all the festivities to learn
Torah on Purim night and during the day.

More and more Torah Shiurim are
being offered. Retired men who only
with difficulty knew how to read Rashi,
are transformed into genuine talmidei
chachamim. People who never learned
Torah in their lives can enjoy a chavruta
on the phone with an avreich and be-
come talmidei chachamim.

Did any other generation possess
these characteristics? We are the gen-
eration of Mashiach!



Pearls of the Parsha

Humility at the Top of the Mountain

"He called to Moshe" (Vayikra 1:1)

The word 'vayikra' that is written in the Sefer Torah with a small 'alef', has an ob-
vious connotation, as Rabbi Bunim of Parshischa zt"l explains: Even though Moshe
Rabbeinu rose to the most elevated level, he did not become haughty because of
this and fulfilled the directive, "Be exceedingly humble in spirit" (Avot 4:4). Just like
when a person stands at the peak of a mountain, it does not cross his mind to feel
proud because of his height since it is the mountain and not a personal attribute,
that causes him to look tall, so too Moshe understood that his exalted level was a
gift from Hashem.

He continues to explain that we are told, "He humbles the haughty to the ground
and lifts the lowly to the heavens". So seemingly, there is no end to this: Since Hashem
humbles the haughty, the proud one becomes humble. But since He lifts up the lowly,
he once again becomes proud and so the cycle continues. But the true meaning is
that the wicked one does not repent even when standing at the entrance to Gehinom
and even when Hashem humbles him, he remains proud. On the other hand, since a
righteous person considers himself lowly, even when Hashem raises him he retains this
feeling of modesty. This is the meaning of "He called Moshe": Even though Hashem
called him and he attained the highest level, he nevertheless retained his humble
spirit, and this is what the small 'alef' represents.

Sinful Thoughts are Worse than the Sin Itself

"And the Kohen shall cause it to go up in smoke on the Altar — it is a burnt-
offering, a fire-offering, a satisfying aroma to Hashem" (Vayikra 1:9)

Why is the burnt-offering completely burnt while the sin-offering is not?

The sefer 'Imrei Shefer' explains that the reason is that the burnt-offering atones
for sinful thoughts which are considered worse than actually committing the sin. The
'Akeidah' explains the reason for this: If one contemplates a certain sin and decides
thatitisin fact not considered a sin, he has entirely uprooted the command. Whereas
if a person commits a sin without deliberations, simply because his evil inclination
overcame him, there remains the chance that he will not commit this sin again.

This is why a burnt-offering that atones for sinful thoughts is completely burnt. It
teaches us that his punishment is most severe, and just as the entire animal is burnt,
so it would really be fitting to burn the sinner, since sinful thoughts are considered a
grave sin. Since a sin-offering is brought to atone for improper deeds, its punishment
is not so severe, therefore only part of the offering is burnt and the rest of it is eaten
by the Kohanim, to hint that it would be in place to scour the sinner with suffering
so as to remove the sin from his being.

Honey Only at the Start

"For you shall not cause to go up in smoke from any leavening or fruit-honey
as a fire-offering to Hashem. You shall offer them as a first-fruit offering to
Hashem" (Vayikra 2:11-12)

The 'leavening' hints to the evil inclination while the 'fruit-honey' hints to lust.

These things, the Kli Yakar explains, one may only offer to Hashem as a 'first-fruit
offering', meaning in the beginning, when a person wishes to accustom himself in the
service of Hashem. He may then use a small amount of personal appeal and other
subjective intentions, just as our Sages say, "A person should always occupy himself
with Torah and mitzvot even not for its own sake, for this will lead to performance
for its own sake".

A Poor Man's Thoughts on his Offering

"But if his means are insufficient for a sheep or goat" (Vayikra 5:7)

We can ask why a rich person who sins is only obligated to bring a sin-offering, while
the poor person who doesn’t have the means, is required to bring a burnt-offering
in addition to the sin-offering?

The Chida, in his sefer 'Pnei David' explains: When the poor person brings his
offering, it could be that he entertains thoughts of resentment against Hashem for
making him poor, for if he was rich he would be able to bring a sheep or goat for his
sin-offering, and now he is embarrassed to bring his simple offering. The Torah is
more severe with the poor person and requires him to also bring a burnt-offering to

atone for these improper thoughts.

Treasures

Based on the teachings of
Moreinu v’Rabbeinu Hagaon
Hatzaddik Rabbi David Chananya
Pinto; shlita

When does Hashem 'Return Your Call'?!

"He called to Moshe, and Hashem spoke to him
from the Tent of Meeting, saying:" (Vayikra 1:1)

The Parsha begins with the word "™p"', He called,
which is written in the Sefer Torah with a small 'alef'.

We will try to understand why this is so; there is
obviously a lesson here that the Torah wishes to
impart. Rashi (Vayikra 1:1) clarifies the meaning of
the word 'Vayikra' in the following way: It is an ex-
pression of love, an expression that angels use, as it
says (Yeshayah 6:3) "And one would call to another".
But to the prophets of the nations He appeared to
them with a chance and impure expression, as it
says (Bamidbar 23:4), "G-d happened upon Bilam".

Rashi’s clarification shows that the word 'vayikra'
is an expression that shows importance and great-
ness since thisis the language of angels and only the
prophets of Hashem merited being called with this
expression, while due to the impurity of the nations
of the world, they did not merit Hashem speaking
to them with this holy term. Rather, He turned to
them using a coincidental and impure expression,
'vayikar', "G-d happened upon", implying that it was
a chance occurrence.

Due to Moshe Rabbeinu's great modesty, he could
not accept the fact that Hashem was calling him
with the language of the angels. Since he considered
himself of lowly stature, he could not bear the great
honor that Hashem bestowed on him and therefore
asked that the Torah should write the letter 'alef'
smaller than the other letters, so that it should not
be evident to all future generations that he was
fitting and deserving of this greatness. Due to the
small 'alef' the word can be read as 'vayikar'. In this
way, it would appear that Moshe too was called by
Hashem using this chance expression, and not with
the expression of 'vayikra' which denotes the impor-
tance and greatness of the one being summoned.

One can add to this idea by saying that the word
'vayikra' also has the same root letters as the word
"nNMp', calling. This implies that when a person
connects to his Creator by cleaving to His Torah and
mitzvot, then Hashem in return connects Himself
to the person and even calls him to come and study
Torah with Him.

As we know (Tana D'bei Eliyahu Rabba 13), aftera
person passes away, the souls of tzaddikim surround
Hashem's holy Throne and study Torah with Him.
In this reality, where a person connects to Hashem
through Torah, he fulfills the saying (Zohar Section
two, 90:2) "Am Yisrael, the Torah and the Holy One
Blessed be He, are one."
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he third of the Five Books of
the Torah, Vayikra, is called
so because of Hashem calling
Moshe Rabbeinu a"h.

This 'calling' is explained beautifully by
our Sages zt"l in several ways, and in this
column we will concentrate on one of the
interpretations, brought by the Midrash
Rabba (Vayikra 1:6).

"Rabbi Tanchuma began, (Mishlei
20:15) 'There is gold and many pearls,
but lips of wisdom are a precious tool'.
In the normal way of the world, if a man
has gold and silver and precious stones
and pearls and all the precious vessels in
the world, but goodness and wisdom he
does not have, what acquisition does he
possess? This is a parable that says, “if
you have acquired wisdom what are you
lacking, if you lack wisdom what have
you acquired.” 'There is gold', everyone
brought their donations of gold for the
Mishkan, as it says (Shemot 25) 'This is
the portion etc.' 'And many pearls', this
refers to the donation of the princes, as
it says (ibid 35) 'The leaders brought etc.'
'But lips of wisdom are a precious tool'
since Moshe was distressed and said, all
brought their donations for the Mishkan
but | did not bring, Hashem said to him,
by your life, your words are more precious
to me than everything else, for out of all
them He only spoke to Moshe, as it says
'He called to Moshe"".

What is Hashem's speech? The words
of His Torah which are more desirable
to those who study them than gold
and fine gold and more valuable than
a thousand thousands of thousands of
dinars and precious pearls. With their
fierce love of Torah, they discard all of
life's burdens and immerse themselves in
matters of Torah and halacha. Time will
end and we will still not finish describ-
ing this remarkable love. We can derive
great encouragement from one of the
inspiring personalities who lived in our
generation, Maran Rabbeinu Ovadiah

Yosef zt"l. Studying his ways will grant us
some perception of the extent to which
he treasured Hashem's word.

In the sefer 'Shalhevet Yosef Chai', the
author writes thatin 5731 Rabbeinu went
to Yeshivat Hanegev to give a shiur klali.
After the shiur, Rabbeinu, together with
the Rosh Yeshiva, Hagaon Rabbi Yissachar
Meir zt"l, went to visit the Baba Sali zt"l,
who accorded Rabbeinu great honor.

The Baba Sali told Rabbeinu: " | wished
to meet his honor for many years now.
Already in Morocco, | studied your sefer,
'Yabi'a Omer'. Now | ask his honor if he
could please be so gracious as to stay
a while and we will partake of a spe-
cial meal through which we will bring
Mashiach since a time of joy of the Cha-
chamim brings the redemption."

Rabbeinu apologized to the Baba Sali
and explained: "l regret that | cannot de-
lay since a large congregation is waiting
to hear my shiur in Bnei Brak, and Torah
study is considered greater than building
the Beit Hamikdash!"

The Gaon Rabbi Yitzchak Zilberstein
shlita, told over that in 5735 he accom-
panied his father-in-law, Maran Hagaon
Rabbi Elyashiv zt"l, on a visit to Rabbeinu,
to fulfill the mitzvah of visiting the sick.
Maran Hagaon Rabbi Elyashiv went to
Rabbeinu's home where he remained and
talked for longer than his customary time.
When they left Rabbeinu's holy presence,
the Gaon Rabbi Zilberstein expressed his
surprise and asked his father in law, "Why
did Harav divert from his usual custom in
this visit?"

Hagaon Rabbi Elyashiv replied: "Take
note of Rabbi Ovadiah's great love for
Torah! He is now confined to bed only be-
cause he climbed up a ladder in his study
to fetch one of his sefarim and after look-
ing through the sefer he hurried to write
down his chiddush, but he slipped and
fell and injured himself because due to
his great engrossment in Torah, he forgot
that he was still standing on the ladder!
In honor of the Torah of this great Gaon,
whose love of Torah and rare diligence
burns in his bones to the extent that when
heis learning he does not know where he
is, itis fitting that | extend myself beyond
my regular measures!"

The following wonderful story is just

one out of numerous accounts that testify
to Rabbeinu's diligence at all times and in
all places. One year, on the hilula of Rab-
beinu's mother, his father held an azkarah
in his home as a merit for her neshama.
Family and acquaintances all arrived at
the appointed time, but the oldest son,
Rabbeinu Hakadosh, was nowhere to
be seen. Since it was getting late, they
began the traditional order of learning,
hoping that Rabbeinu would still show up
sometime during the evening. But to their
great astonishment, the evening came to
an end and they realized that Rabbeinu
had not attended the azkarah.

The following day, Rabbeinu's brother
went to see if all was well with him and
to uncover the reason for missing his
mother's azkarah. Rabbeinu answered:
"Yesterday | was presented with a case of
an agunah (deserted wife) and asked if |
could find a leniency for her to be able to
marry again. | wrestled with this challenge
the entire night, and only at four in the
morning did | finish writing the answer!
This was certainly a merit for Ima's ne-
shama, much more than if | would have
participated in the azkarah!"

When the brother related this to their
father, he was filled with joy and said,
"Fortunate is the mother who merited
this kind of son!"

Another wonderful story in a similar
vein:

At Rabbeinu's levaya, his son, Hagaon
Rabbi David Yosef shlita, related this
story in his hesped, amid copious tears:
"Fourteen years ago, when Abba was
hospitalized after his first heart attack, the
doctors declared that he urgently needs
to undergo catheterization but Abba
forcefully countered that he first wished
to go home for three hours, after which
he would return for the procedure."

"We did not understand why," his son
told over. "When we asked him about
it he explained: 'l am in the middle of
writing a ruling which would permit an
agunah to remarry. What will be with this
unfortunate agunah? | have no guarantee
that | will survive this procedure, and then
who will have mercy on this unfortunate
woman?!"



MeOros HaRamchal

PARSHAS VaYikra
THE TIKKUN OF THE KORBANOS - OLAH AND MINCHAH

Speak to Bnei Yisroel and say unto them When a man from among
you brings an offering to Hashem . . . If one’s offering is an elevation
burnt offering,” (VaYikra 1:2-3)

The Ramchal teaches us that many of the most primary tikkunim are
achieved by offering the sacrificial korbanos. For example, one of these is that we
need to sweeten harsh judgments of din through chessed and loving kindness.

This is the secret of Adam as an acrostic spelling Epher, Dam, Marah —
191 0T 79X 0”TN and the ashes, blood and gallbladder all represent denim —
harsh judgments that are rectified by the Divine Name YH”VH the source of all
chessed and loving kindness. This is the secret of “If a man offers sacrifices from
you to Hashem,” this is specifically to the name of Hashem YH”VH.

Afterwards it says regarding the elevation or burnt offering named — Olah
which means to elevate and rise up. This is the secret of uplifting and raising up

physical things to a higher spiritual level. This is why it is known as Olah, since it
elevates and uplifts, raising the physical realm.

This is the secret of the statement of Chazal “Olah goes to the Highest” —
(normally translated as the burnt offering goes solely to Hashem the most High)
which we can translate as the Olah rises up to the Highest heights! And therefore,
because the purpose of such an offering is to uplift and transform from physical
to spiritual this offering goes completely to Hashem and none of it is eaten,
because it is so spiritual a physical act such as eating does not apply.

“If a person offers a meal offering — minchah to Hashem his
offering should be of finest flour and he should pour oil on it and
frankincense — levona,” (2:1-2)

The Ramchal explains that if, due to our sins, the supernal attributes are
separated and the nukvah known as the cosmic female is distanced from the
cosmic male then the powers of darkness known as the klippos the shells and
husks of impurity can attach themselves to her and surround her on all sides as it
says “like a rose surrounded by thorns”, however when we bring her back and
draw her close to The King we need to remove all those husks and shells of
impurity that surround her and mixed up with her and then only the finest purest
most refined remains, free of all refuse. This is the secret of why Minchah meal
offering is made from the finest flour.
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From the Editor’s Desk

Dear Reader(s), Amush;

I hope this gilyon finds you and your family in good health.

It seems like the world is on fire with no end in sight. We have to be constantly
mechazik ourselves that Hashem is our Father and nothing can happen to anyone without
His consent. Even though we are in the midst of a magefa and according to the Gemara
different rules apply, however — Ein Oid Milvado overrides EVERYTHING!!

It seems that the fear of Cornona Virus is almost worse than the Virus itself. People
start feeling chest constrictions in place where there aren’t any symptoms. We were told
that social media will make our lives easier and we’ll have 24-hour information at our
fingertips. Not even addressing the Fake News that a lot of those posts represent, can’t we
see that Hashem is using social media against us and as a platform to confuse and scare
us?

Additionally, there were people who had no shame and under the guise of
Yiddishkeit and ‘Tzidkus’ openly stated that they became mosrim and had no issue in
stating that they hope people who were not stringent with the lockdown should contact
the disease and die a horrible death Chas V”’shalom. I'm not advocating what the right
thing is to do with regards to minyanim etc. and everyone has to do their part in the
hishtadlus and in making sure that we don’t make a chillul Hashem. However, where does
it say we are allowed to become mosrim and/or promote someone’s death. This should
not be tolerated under ANY circumstances. They say the virus is spread through droplets
from the mouth — meaning we have to be vigilant what comes out of it in order to break
this vicious cycle.

In times of these, I beseech the wealthy to have rachmanus on their fellow Jew and
open their wallets generously to give to the many poor and the ones that just became
nitzrichim due to layoffs. Please give as you want Hashem to give to you. After all, it’s only
a gift of Hashem and His children are in a dire need. Please, please, please give more than
generously. Hoarding and holding back because of the unknown is a lack of Emunah.

Lastly, it is only with simcha that we will overcome this horrible machla. May
Hashem harken to our tefillos and treat His children benevolently and send His Moshiach
speedily, Amen.
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Sequlah for Parnossa — 3@ of Nisan - Nosi of Zevulun - Eliav ben Cheylon.

www.zchusavos.blogspot.com/2007/03/sequla-for-parnaas-3-nisan-nasi-of.html

The 3@ of Nisan is the Nosi of Shevet Zevulun, Eliav ben Cheylon. Rav
Chaim Elazar of Munkatch, known as the Minchas Elazar, says he heard from
Rav Yechezkel Shraga of Shiniva (Divrei Yechezkel), that today is mesugal,
auspicious, for the flowing of livelihood and wealth. This is because Zevulun was
the tribe that supported Yissachor learning Torah.

From Rosh Chodesh Nisan on there is aminhagto read the “Neseim” from Parsha Naso. (Shlah
beginning of Pesachim “HaChodesh”, Mishna Berura 429:8, Be'er Heitiv 429:6, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 107:1)
The Kav Hayosher in Chapter 88 goes into great detail about this. He says to give tzedaka before reading
the Nosi, since tzedaka always helps ones tefillos. He says this benefits that whole shevet. There is also a “Yehi
Ratzon” to say after the reading. Rav Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov (Bnei Yisaschar) in Igra Dekala (Parshas Pekudet)
says in the name of his Rebbe, Rav Menachem Mendel of Rimanov, that each of the first twelve days of Nisan
represent one month of the year and contain all the koach of that coming month. He says it is well known that the
Chozeh of Lublin would write down what would happen in the coming year during the days of the Neseim, each
day for the corresponding month. The year he was niftar he stopped writing at the month of Av; he passed away
on Tisha B'Av. We see from here that one should daven for all his needs for the coming months of the year on
each representative day of the Neseim. There are those that have aminhagto read the Neseim from a Sefer
Torah, but most read it by themselves from a Siddur or Chumash. It can be found in the back of the Siddur by the
Kriah for Chanukah. Some siddurim have a special tefillah to be said after reading the Nosi of the day to uplift all
the sparks from this shevet and from all the shevatim, Amen Kein Yehi Ratzon!!!

NAX ApY' A 2T LAY NNWI 17'WY71 N TIADY AT [N X X 2N
NNyl 17'Y71 NiNYa 1Y
AN "7V [2* DNDT Y072 AX'IX X'WIN VA9 |'HAT LAYN NNV 'D

17771 2809 1231 23R N uhw aie
PR 77w M DWW NN ARRTNwR 127
| 2P WTRD DRWs YR 2Oy ne TN
TIRY NN N2 R R 792 D90 R
"W3R TN P P2IR TN TR AR RN 2
:DRWT? TN 2P AR Inme TN
“13 2RO 137 7L W NIoia oowas e
Tom


http://www.zchusavos.blogspot.com/2007/03/segula-for-parnaas-3-nisan-nasi-of.html

Tefillah after reading the Nosi portion:
Shevet Zevulun - Selfless supporter of Torah.
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Shevet Zevulun Ben Yaakov Avinu — Was born on the 7t of Tishrei and left the world at the age of 110.
Zevulun was buried in Sidon. Zevulun inherited mountains, hills, seas and rivers. Hashem said "they will need
your Chilazon" (a rare type of sea snail used for dyeing techeiles, threads for tzitzis). Then Zevulun asked
Hashem "how can | be sure that I will be paid for this rare Chilazon snail ?" Hashem replied "whoever takes the
Chilazon from you without compensation will ultimately fail in his endeavor". The tribesmen of Zevulun were
sea trading merchants and with their profits supported the Torah institutions of his brother Yissachar
(Bereishis Rabbah 99:9).

e The symbol of the Tribe of Zevulun is ships;
e The gemstone of the Tribe of Zevulun is Diamond (Yahalom);
e The flag banner emblem of the Tribe of Zevulun is white with a ship on it.

May it be in the merit of the Holy Tzaddik Shevet Zevulun Ben Yaakov Avinu that Klal Yisrael be zoche to
maintain our mission of kedusha v'tahara and yiras shomayim ~ even in the most trying circumstances and
places.

May his zechus uplift us to dedicate ourselves to honor and support Hashem's holy Torah completely,
Amen!!! May Hashem bless us to be zoche to become true selfless supporters of His holy Torah, Amen!!!!

May it be in the merit of Shevet Zevulun that Klal Yisrael be blessed with an outpouring of parnossa and
may all that who are in need be blessed with all they are lacking, Amen!!!

May it be Hashem’s Will and greatest mercy that all the neshamos that have fallen from this Shevet and
from all the Shevatim be uplifted to their proper place in shomayim in the zechus of Shevet Zevulun ben
Yaakov Avinu and the Nosi Eliav Ben Chaylon. May it be His Will - Yehihyu L'Ratzon Imrei Fi V'Hegyon Libi
Lifanecha Adonai Tzuri V'Goali, Amen,V'Amen!!!
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There is a segulah from the Kozhnitzer Maggid to recite three well-known
stories (reproduced below) related to Pesach, (usually on the Shabbos when we
bless the new month of Nissan). The segulah is that the stories will bless the
Jewish people with an abundance of provisions and necessities for the upcoming
Pesach.

Three Stories that are a Segulah for Parnasa for Pesach

1) A certain Jew was selling brandy before Pesach, to provide for the
upcoming holiday expenses. He went from country to country, but at one border,
the guards seized his barrel, since he lacked the proper licenses. The Jew quickly
traveled to the Rebbe Reb Meilech and poured out his heart. The Rebbe Reb
Meilech told him to tell the guards to taste the contents of the barrel; it was only
water. The Jew did as the Rebbe had told him. They were surprised to find that
the Jew was telling the truth! They returned the barrel to him, but then he went
back to the Rebbe, crying: "Now how can I provide for my family for the holiday?
The barrel of brandy was my only way of earning a livelihood and now it's full of
water!" The Rebbe Reb Meilech told him to taste the contents of the barrel. To his
delight, it was full of brandy once again! And the Jew had all the necessities for
Pesach in abundance!

2) A king lost his ring. He proclaimed that he would pay a handsome
salary to everyone who searched for it. There was a poor Jew who had no money
for Pesach. His wife advised him to take up the king's offer. So he joined in the
search, and with the money he earned, he bought all the necessities for Pesach.
This Jew was also a generous fellow; he invited many guests for the seder that
year.

Among the king's advisors was a wicked anti-Semite. On the seder night he
went to the Jew's home and peeked in through the window. When he saw the Jew
eating and drinking and not searching for the king's ring, he saw his chance. He
quickly went back to the palace. "Your Majesty," he said. "You've been fooled.

I'll show you!" The king followed his advisor to the house of the poor Jew,
and peered in the window. There was the Jew at a table full of guests, eating and
drinking like a king! Still, the king was loath to think ill will of his Jewish subject.
He told the advisor, "This Jew is probably interrogating these men to see if they
know the ring's whereabouts."

This Jew's custom was that at "Dayenu," he would recite each verse and all
the guests would respond, "Dayenu." It so happened that the advisor's name was
none other than Dayenu. Just then, they all answered in chorus "Dayenu!" The
king's advisor paled.




The king understood this to mean that his trusted advisor had in fact stolen
the ring. He commanded his royal guards to seize the advisor and jail him, and he
confessed to the crime. And the Jew had all the necessities for Pesach in
abundance!

3)  There was a certain Jew who worked hard for his landlord, the
poritz. One day, the poritz said, "It's lucky for you that I support you. Otherwise,
you would starve!" In his simple faith, the Jew answered, "What are you saying?
There's a G-d in Heaven and He provides for all His creatures. If the poritz won't
serve as G-d's agent, G-d will find me another."

The poritz angrily banished the Jew from his property. This occurred right
before Pesach. This poor Jew now had no money to buy the necessary provisions.
The poritz had a huge treasury where he kept all his gold. He would go in from
time to time to count and polish his coins. He would spit on each coin and then
polish it till it shone. The poritz’' pet monkey would go with the poritz into the
treasury and watch him. He saw his master put the coins close to his mouth; he
thought that the poritz was eating the coins! Monkey see, monkey do. The
monkey copied his master. It stole alone into the treasury and feasted on the gold
coins. The monkey ate so many coins that it died.

When the poritz came into his treasury and saw the dead monkey, he

didn’t realize the cause of its death. His anger had not abated, and he
commanded his servant to throw the monkey into the Jew's house, to teach him a
lesson. "If I don't provide for him, no one will!" The servant threw the monkey in
through the window. When it landed, its stomach burst and all the gold coins
came pouring out. Then the Jew was able to buy an abundance of provisions for
Pesach.

On the seder night, the poritz sent his servant to see how the Jew was
suffering without food. But the servant reported that the Jew's house was full of
food and drink. The poritz later sent for the Jew and asked him from where he'd
had money. The Jew told the poritz how someone had thrown a dead monkey
into his house and that hundreds of gold coins had burst from it. The poritz then
admitted, "Now I truly see that it's Hashem Who provides for us all." And the Jew
had all the necessities for Pesach in abundance!

May you all be blessed with abundant resources for a Freilicha and
Kosher Pesach. May your tables abound with guests who enlighten your
seder with gems of Torah, May you and your children and your
children's children not know from want all of your days, May your seder
table be blessed with the visible revelation of Eliyahu HaNavi in
preparation for the coming of Melech Moshiach, Amen.
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The Shlah HaKodosh writes that one should recite the following Tefila for parnasa on the
day before Erev Rosh Chodesh Nisan. He writes that one should fast on this day. (If one
doesn’t fast, the fast can be redeemed through Tzedaka.) Whether or not one fasts, one
can say the Tefila, which asks Hashem for parnasa and that our merits not be used up in
this world.
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TIMELESS

CUSTOMER
SERVICE
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TIME AND
ATTENDANCE
FOR HEALTHCARE

- Timekeeping | Scheduling | Accruals | PBJ

- Superb CUSTOMER SERVICE to achieve your goals
- Manage Union, DOH and DOL requirements

- Interface with your existing payroll system

- Track staff overages and avoid costly OT

- Robust analytics and custom reporting

- Extended support hours, including legal holidays
- Choice of biometric time clocks

- Affordable leasing options available

914.777.2121
REDUCE PAYROLL COSTS WWW.SBVWM.COM

BY CONTROLLING BUDGETED LABOR




RAMAP

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

©® @ E

WHAT DO THESE
HAVE IN COMMON?

THEY'RE ALL EXACTLY WHAT
THE COMMUNITY ORDERED™

WE ARE YOUR

The result of two years of research,
Care365 is Rockland’'s one and
only geocare center.

Step in for medical services
designed around the

local community’s

actual health needs:

INSTANT CARE UNIT

State-of-the-art walk-in health center,

open late every single day of the year, &
offering Throat Cultures, onsite X-ray,

CT scan, sonogram, express blood test, DO OR OUR
EKG and more

WE ARE A ONE-STOP ADDRESS FOR ALL
ADVANCED SPECIALTIES UNIT

YOUR MARKETING, GRAPHIC DESIGN, o _ _ o
Only facility in the tri-state area skilled

PRINTING & MAILING NEEDS. in detecting and treating atherosclerosis Jefl wall

and COPD—in addition to offering onsite
@ @

infusions, life - saving cardio devices
MARKETING DESIGN N L ©

and more
@

MAIL
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