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Messengers to Balaam - ny'7a 78 D'OX'm

A Chinese researcher devoted his life to the study of the life of
the butterfly and its development. We know that the process of
the development of the butterfly happens in four stages. The
first stage is the egg and from the egg a larva hatches. The larva
then becomes a cocoon. Finally, the butterfly, using much
strength, breaks out of the cocoon and emerges into the world.
Then, it spreads its wings and is set free. In his research, the
scientist noticed that the butterfly exerts much strength to
break out of the cocoon, and out of pity for it ‘he helped’ by
making a hole in the cocoon to make it easier for the butterfly
to emerge. However, to his great surprise, the butterfly could
not spread its wings and fly. After several attempts, the same
thing happened. Every time he tried to help the butterfly break
out of the cocoon, the butterfly could not fly.
The wicked Balaam was at the level of prophecy, and if you ask
why did HaKadosh Baruch Hu give the ability of prophecy to
this wicked man, you should know that this question has
already been answered by Rashi HaKadosh (22:5): ‘If you will
say: Why did HaKadosh Baruch Hu rest His Shechina upon a
wicked non-Jew? So that the nations should not have an excuse
by saying, “Were we to have had prophets, we would have
repented,” Hashem established prophets for them. Yet, they
breached “the fence of the world,” for originally, they were
restrained regarding illicit relations, but this one (Balaam)
advised them to abandon themselves to licentiousness.” Thus,
every level this wicked one attained was only for evil as we see
that in truth, he only used his power for evil. As the narrative
continues, when the angel stood in the way and tried to stop
him from going, it stats (22:23) 'lmxn XnI' — ‘the donkey saw’
and Rashi explains ‘But Balaam did not see, for HaKadosh
Baruch Hu granted permission to the animal to see more than
the man could see, for as a result of the man having
intelligence, he would go mad when he would see harmful
spirits.”
Perhaps the lesson from this is that sometimes the best help
one can give someone, is ‘not to help’. We also must keep in
mind that if we have received the ability to attain higher levels
from HaKadosh Baruch Hu, these are individual abilities and
allowances. We must be careful to use them only for good. We
should not be like the wicked Balaam who used his powers for
evil. If we do not have the powers and abilities, we must
remember that this is surely for our benefit, because even
HaKadosh Baruch Hu bestowed levels to the wicked Balaam
which would definitely harm him. How much more so, when
HaKadosh Baruch Hu holds back some ability or talent from us,
surely this is for our benefit!
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‘The narrow is widened for me’ — "7 nanan xa'
“You have to pay Gedalya $55,000 by tomorrow!!! This is the third
time we are trying to get the money back from the Philippines... What
are they doing with Gedalya?!”
“Don’t worry so much, the salvation of Hashem can come in the blink
of an eye!!l Adding pressure will not help!!!”
This is how | tried to calm my partner when the bank sent back the
money transfer to our company from the Philippines to Israel, each
time requesting another document. Ultimately, we decided to send
the money from the Philippines to the United States and from there to
Israel. However, this takes a few days and we are pressed to pay
Gedalya. | asked my partner to update him that there would be a delay
of a several days in the transferring of the payment due to an
unexpected problem. Gedalya was not receptive insisting that the
money was due today and he owed money to others that he needed to
pay off. My partner promised to do whatever he could to bring him the
obligated payment.
| was so involved in getting the sum today so as not to delay payment
to a fellow Jew and cause him damages. This held me back from going
to davening, until | said to myself, ‘Just the opposite, | will gladly go to
daven since the only One Who could help us now was the creator of
the World, and what would it help to call acquaintances to arrange
loans?! The Creator of the World can even arrange loans and only He
can determine if and from where it will come.
| purposely left the cell phone in the car so even if | wanted to see who
was calling and wanted to help, | would not know. | decided that the
matter would not interrupt my conversation with my Maker.
| calmly davened word for word as if there were no pressure and
everything was taken care of, | beseeched Father in Heaven and |
hoped for salvation. During Bircas Kohanim | felt chills, as if Father was
telling me that He is watching and doing what needs to be done.
| calmly went out after davening and | called my partner to see if there
was any news. He told me that he just got a call from an investor who
had spoken to him half a year ago. He apologized for the long delay
and he wanted to invest 200,000 shekel in the company right away and
he was already on the way. | must point out that this amount was the
exact amount of $55,000 that we needed for Gedalya.
In the midst of our rejoicing, we did not forget that specifically in times
of trouble and distress, that is when it is fitting to leave everything and
not miss davening with a minyan properly especially in times of stress.
A
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Why do the wicked prosper?

DIP D'WIND IXA 17 X177 DX 17 KR a7 Dp'7a IR 0p'IR X
(3:23) :nWYN INX "X 12 TN YUK 12TA DX NI DNXR 7

Hashem came to Balaam at night and said to him, “If the men
came to summon you, arise and go with them, but the thing that
I shall speak to you, that is what you shall do.” (22:20)
It is brought down in the Gemara (Sanhedrin 105a): Rav Nachman
said: Audacity prevails even against the opposition of Heaven, for
at first it is written (22:12) 'nnny 17N X?' - ‘Do not go with them’
and at the end it is written (22:20) 'DnX 17 DI7' — ‘Arise and go
with them’. Rashi explains, that once HaKadosh Baruch Hu told
him ‘Do not go’ he should not have been so brazen as to tell the
messengers that Balak sent the second time (20:19) ‘stay here for
the night’ since he already knew what the One Above wanted, still,
he told them to stay with him. This proved that he did not want to
fulfill the will of Above, and so, his audacity prevailed, and
HaKadosh Baruch Hu agreed to allow him to go with them
Rachmana litzlan, and He told him ‘Arise and go with them.’
Based on this Chazal, believers innocently ask, “Why do the wicked
prosper?’ This went so far that HaKadosh Baruch Hu Himself, went
back on His word and allowed Balaam to go against His wishes.
This is not something that is easily understood. Logically,
HaKadosh Baruch Hu should have forcibly stopped that wicked
one from going. Balaam wanted to prove that the choice was up to
him and he could nullify the will of Above.
The same question arises regarding Avraham’s son Yishmael when
it states (Bereishis 21:20) 'n'I 12 TN QW' 7TA1 WD DX DR
‘Mz N1 — ‘G-d was with the youth and he grew up, he dwelt in
the desert and became a shooter, an archer’. Rashi explains: He
would dwell in the desert and rob the passerby. Although this was
a serious sin, still, the Torah testifies that HaKadosh Baruch Hu was
with him. It is clear from the meaning of the narrative that he
earned a special ‘siyata d’Shmaya’ [Heavenly Guidance] and we
wonder about this, ‘Why did Hashem Yisbarach help him, he was
going against His will?’
In order to ease our minds | will first quote HaRav HaKadosh of
Polnah in his sefer ‘Toldos Yaakov Yosef (Parashas Shoftim): |
heard it similarly explained by HaRav Yoel on explaining the
Midrash (Introduction to Eichah Rabbah Siman 2) ‘Would He only
leave me and guard my Torah.It is a wonder, and Chazal explained
that he secretly robbed, and we must understand, truly, why did
Hashem listen to his prayer when he went against the will of
Yisbarach? We must say that this proves that without free-will we
would not be able to do any wrong. Furthermore, this heartens
people when they see that there is a Supervisor Who hears
prayers from those who pray before Yisbarach Shemo. The proof is
that He hears the prayers of someone who does evil. If this is so,
then how much more so will He listen to one who does good. The
exception are the wicked sinners who pray to Yisbarach that He
help them steal and do other misdeeds. Were it not for this it
would never enter their minds and they would have relied on the
Torah where it is written (Shemos 20:13, Devorim 5:17) 'anan x7'
— ‘Do not steal’. This is what is meant by ‘Would He only leave me’,
that is, that He should not allow me to do bad things and then
promise to help me, for then without His promise | would keep my
Torah since it states ‘Do not steal’. Now based on the promises of
the sinners and they do not keep My Torah, and the words of my
mouth are wise.’
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HaRav HaKadosh explains with these words that even though
HaKadosh Baruch Hu does not want you to go against the words of
His mouth, still, permission is given to the wicked to go against His
will, for were it not for this, there would be no novelty in the service
of the righteous. This gives us a sign that there is a Ruler in the castle,
and if this is so, then we must fulfill His laws and statutes. Therefore,
by going against the conduct of Above, there is an opening for the
yetzer hara to mislead people. Then when the person innocently
strengthens himself in the ways of Hashem, he earns great reward in
the World to Come. In order to extend this hidden aspect, HaKadosh
Baruch Hu Himself helps the wicked to go in his evil ways [while he
still has a spark of Emunah] and he prays to Him. Chazal have pointed
this out (Makkos 10b) ‘The path that a person wants to take, they
lead him’, they literally help him.

We see in the posuk before us that even though the wicked are given
permission to rebel against the word of Hashem Yisbarach, still, he
remains in the domain of his Maker, and it is not possible for him to
do everything he wants to do, for then that wicked person would go
on the path against the will of Above. However, just then HaKadosh
Baruch Hu testifies that he is not able to do anything except that
which the Creator Yisbarach wants. As the posuk states 12Tn NX NI
"NYYN INK 7R 12X TN — ‘but the thing that | shall speak to you,
that is what you shall do.” As the narrative continues (23:16) 'n "'
2T DO P72 YR AW MR 1'e2 NAT Dwhl oy7a YR — ‘Hashem
happened upon Balaam and put a matter into his mouth, and said,
“Go back to Balak and so shall you say.”” Rashi explains: And put a
matter into his mouth — What is this putting? And what would the
verse had been lacking had it said, “Go back to Balak and so shall you
say?” But, when Balaam heard that he is not allowed to curse, he
said, “Why should | return to Balak just to cause him pain?” So
HaKadosh Baruch Hu, put for him a bridle and a hook into his mouth
like a person who pricks the mouth of an animal with a hook in order
to take it wherever he wishes. Hashem told him, “Against your will,
you will go back to Balak.” We must learn from here that the words
that we previously wrote are accurate. He was not given permission
to go against the word of Hashem except for free-will. But when the
wicked man wanted to do something that HaKadosh Baruch Hu did
not want him to do, not only did He not let him do it, rather, He
forced him to do something that he did not want to do.

This is a great encouragement for all the times that we see how the
wicked prosper, the result stems from that sometimes it is not
enough for the wicked to anger their Creator, rather, their conduct
actually brings about a benefit. We must know that this is only to
serve a purpose for the creation, and we must not be envious when
things go well for them. They were chosen to demonstrate free-will
through their sins, and we must know that the truth of the matter is
that they were not given the right to do whatever they want, but
rather, just enough to demonstrate their free-will, and we must
always be strengthened in the service of Hashem Yisbarach and to
know that the main reward is bestowed on the righteous in the
World to Come.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Balak 5779
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“Let each man kill his men who were attached to Ba’al Peor”

The Klipah of Peor Dances among Us until This Very Day Taunting Us:
“If you sin, how do you affect Him,
and if your transgressions are many, what do you do to Him?”

In this week’s parsha, parshas Balak, we learn of an
enormous chesed that HKB”H performed on behalf of Yisrael.
Unbeknownst to them, HKB'H foiled the malevolent plans of
Bilam and Balak, who conspired to curse Yisrael. Not only did
HKB”H prevent the wicked Bilam from cursing Yisrael, but He
compelled Bilam to bless Yisrael.

In this essay, we will examine the tragic event described at
the end of the parsha, which was precipitated by the malevolent
advice proffered by Bilam harasha (Bamidbar 25, 1):

oYY INTPRT AR nuEa SR Nty nyn S oowswa YRawe awr”

Ao 91pa Syab URAws a1, RS Tnw e YeRe R mary

YTANAT PWAR WIR 17T DRIW? 0aTe TR wn anas LN AR
Sarpa Hyab

Yisrael settled in the Shittim and the people began
acting promiscuously with the daughters of Moav. They
invited the people to the feasts of their gods; the people
ate and bowed to their gods. Yisrael became attached to
Ba’al Peor ... Rashi explains that it was the daughters of Moav
who prevailed upon Yisrael to follow and worship Baal Peor.

Curiously, the text begins by describing two transgression:
(1) Their illicit relationship with the women of Moav and (2)
Yet, when Moshe
addresses the judges of Yisrael, he neglects to mention their

their sacrilegious devotion to Ba'al Peor.

indiscretion with the women of Moav; he only addresses the sin
of avodah zarah (ibid. 5): "21ya byab orraean vk ws nar—Ilet
each man Kkill his men who were attached to Ba’al Peor.

Moshe Rabeinu Temporarily
Forgot the Pertinent Halachah

Let us begin with the plain meaning and interpretation of
the text. Concerning Zimri ben Salu, who brought Cozbi bat
Zur before Moshe Rabeinu, we learn the following from the
Gemara (Sanhedrin 82a): anx mwn Yy naxeam nnvivyas nwan”
A9 770 o 1N N2, ATI0R TRRA BRT NN IR TIIOR 1T oAy 13,1
YRR MRS 29513 mRi 2Un9T 120,033 891 1A o unn mbyn:
/1995 DT WYR IR ,37 1K, ANT 1 ATPUR 13 oA 81 3N0T T
1PRIP DR YPIaT 2200 AT RTINS ARty 10 KRY KA AR 1R 1Y R
JRPATA WY TR RANOKRT K0P Y AR 13 pyaa He (Zimri)
grabbed her (Cozbi) by her braided hair and dragged her
in front of Moshe. He (Zimri) said to him (Moshe), “Son of
Amram, is she prohibited or permitted? If you say that
she is prohibited, then who permitted the daughter of
Yisro to you?” The halachah—that zealots may kill one who
cohabits with an idolatress—temporarily escaped him.
The people wept loudly; this is implied by that which is
written (Bamidbar 25, 6): “And they were weeping at the
entrance to the Ohel Mo’ed.” Then, it is written (ibid. 7):
“Pinchas the son of Elazar saw.” What did he see? Rav
said: He saw the incident and he recalled the halachah.
He (Pinchas) said to him (Moshe), “Brother of my father’s
father, did you not teach me upon your descent from Har
Sinai: One who cohabits with a Cuthean woman, zealots
may Kill him? He (Moshe) responded to him, “The one
who reads the document, deserves to be the one to
execute the verdict.”
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In other words, Moshe informed Pinchas that since he
was the one who remembered the pertinent halachah, it was
fitting that he be the agent to execute the halachic ruling.
That is precisely what happened. Pinchas rose from among
the people and executed Zimri ben Salu.

Now, this particular halachah: "1a Pyaa 1Rap naaaR Hyan'—
one who cohabits with an Aramis (a non-Jewish woman),
zealots may Kkill him—is categorized as a halachah that is
not explicitly carried out. As we learn in the Gemara (ibid.):
A 93 M3 1137 MR A MR Y PAIm PR TR K3 K70 37 TRR”
5 1 R omdy Ran e a1 AR Rav Chisda said: If one
comes to seek counsel—as to whether or not to carry out
this halachah by killing the sinner—they (the judges) do
not instruct him to do so. It was also said: Rabbah bar
bar Chanah said in the name of Rabbi Yochanan: If one
comes to seek counsel—regarding this halachah—the
judges do not instruct him to do so. Rashi explains that this
halachah only applies to a zealot who acts spontaneously and
independently without seeking the counsel of Beis Din. For, if
he hesitates and seeks counsel, he is not instructed to kill the
sinner; and if he does, his act is punishable.

Let us summarize. Initially, when Yisrael sinned by acting
promiscuously with the daughters of Moav, Moshe did not
recall the halachah that he himself taught when he came
down from Har Sinai—namely, that a zealot is permitted to
kill one who cohabits with an Aramis. In reality, even if he had
remembered the halachah, he would not have been able to
instruct the judges to kill the perpetrators. For, this halachah
only applies to a zealot of Hashem, who acts promptly without
seeking counsel.

This explains very nicely why Moshe Rabeinu instructed
the judges: “Each of you must execute his men who
were attached to Ba’al Peor.” Although their promiscuous
behavior with the daughters of Moav constituted a serious
transgression, he could not instruct the judges to kill them.
Only Pinchas was permitted to do so, because he reacted
zealously of his own accord to avenge the honor of Hashem.
Regarding the avodah zarah of Ba’al Peor, however, Yisrael
were warned explicitly at Har Sinai (Shemos 20, 3): 1% rtmy X"
"1a 9y mnx onok—there shall not be unto you the gods of
others before Me. Hence, they rightfully deserved the death
penalty for worshipping avodah zarah.

Shvilei Pinches

Nevertheless, we must still endeavor to explain the text
in parshas Pinchas (Bamidbar 25, 16): ,anaxY mwa Bx 't 2210
@Y 1951 TwR ooz BoY B BTN 05 ,DRIN RS 22277 AN 1NN
Ly moann g1s nomn DRINR 1T KW N3 vars 737 Dyt mya a3t by
sya 231 Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: “Antagonize
the Midianites and smite them; for they antagonized you
through their conspiracy that they conspired against you
in the matter of Peor, and in the matter of Cozbi, daughter
of a Midianite prince, their sister, who was slain on the
day of the plague, in the matter of Peor.” Note that HKB"H
only mentions the transgression involving Peor.

Similarly, in parshas Vaeschanan, it is written (Devarim 4,
3): mR T wR woRm B 00,1y Hyan n nwy wR NR NN Ry
oI5 Y BOYEYN ‘i3 DUPAT DARTTaPNR TEYNR 1 rrawn ya bya
a1 Your eyes have witnessed what Hashem did to Ba’al
Peor. For, every man that followed Ba’al Peor, Hashem,
your G-d, destroyed him from your midst. But you who
cling to Hashem, your G-d, you are all alive today. Note that
once again HKB”H only mentions the transgression related
to Ba’al Peor. This clearly deserves further explanation. For,
while it is true that the sin of avodah zarah was more serious
than the transgression with the daughters of Moav; still, the
latter was also a serious transgression and deserved mention.
After all, the halachah dictates that zealots may kill those
guilty of this sin.

Had They Eaten Only the Mahn
They Would Not Have Worshipped Peor

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by
introducing a fascinating insight presented by the great Gaon
Chidain Simchas HaRegel on the Pesach Haggadah, in the name
of a great scholar, Rabbi Yaakov Sasson, ztz"l. He investigates
why the Moabite women invited the men of Yisrael to eat from
the offerings to their gods before enticing them to worship
the avodah zarah of Ba’al Peor. Recall the passuk cited above:
“They invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods;
the people ate and bowed to their gods. Yisrael became
attached to Baal Peor.”

To explain the matter, he refers to the Mishnah (Sanhedrin
60b). There, we learn the nature of the avodah zarah of Ba’al
Peor: "mnTiay Nom 1 m1pa Yyab mey aywan”—worshipping Ba'al
Peor involved defecating in the presence of the idol. Now,
with regards to the “mahn,” the Gemara (Yoma 75b) teaches
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us that it was called (Tehillim 78, 25): ya1w o - nmax oy’
"EeMSR IRY @YaaNT oonxna—“abirim bread,” bread that
was completely absorbed by all 248 limbs. (Translator’s
note: This is the second interpretation in the Gemara; the
Hebrew term for limbs is “eivarim.”) As such, no waste was
produced and nothing was eliminated from the body.

This raises an obvious question. If no waste resulted from
the consumption of the “mahn,” how did Yisrael worship the
avodah zarah of Ba’al Peor? Therefore, the daughters of Moav
cleverly invited them to first feast with them and partake of the
sacrifices offered to their gods. After consuming normal food
that was not absorbed by their limbs, they produced bodily
waste and: "11ya Yyab YRw mxn"—they were able to worship
the avodah zarah of Peor. This is his beautiful insight.

It behooves us to mention the question the Gemara poses
(ibid.). If the “mahn” was thoroughly absorbed in their limbs,
why was it necessary to command them (Devarim 23, 14):
max By 9% mon 1n’—you shall have a shovel in addition
to your weaponry ... and you shall cover your excrement?
This clearly indicates that they did excrete bodily waste. The
Gemara answers: "B J71IR 197151 29I MR Manw omat--they
also consumed food items that the merchants of the nations
of the world sold them. We learn from the Gemara that in
addition to the “mahn,” Yisrael ate items that they purchased
from travelling merchants. That being the case, they could
have worshipped Ba’al Peor even without partaking of the
Moabites’ feast to their gods.

HKB”H Sent Mahn Down to Yisrael to Sanctify
Them and Save Them from Ba’al Peor

We will now attempt to reconcile the explanation of the
tzaddik cited by the Chida.
rationale regarding the “mahn,” which HKB”H provided for
Yisrael in the midbar. Itis written (Shemos 16, 4): YX 'n1 2R
1wnRY 1193 01 137 10PY oY RO ,0MYN 11 oY 0o 2Rk Mt awn
"R X n1ns 1ot noak—Hashem said to Moshe, “Behold! 1

First, we will suggest a novel

will rain down for you bread from heaven; and the people
shall go out and gather enough for each day, so that I may
test him, whether he will follow My Torah or not.”

We can posit that HKB”H witnessed the power of the tumah
of Ba’al Peor that the Moabites employed to bring down Yisrael
prior to their entering Eretz Yisrael. Hence, HKB"H provided

Shvilei Pincles

them with a remedy before they encountered the affliction.
He provided the “mahn” for Yisrael, which was absorbed
entirely in their limbs, not resulting in any bodily excrement.
Seeing as it was bread from the heavens, from the source of
the supreme kedushah, anyone who consumed it, sanctified
his entire body in the process. As a result, he would be able
to withstand the klipah of Ba’al Peor, whose worship required
the excretion of bodily waste. This applied even to the food
they purchased from the merchants of the other nations.

The daughters of Moav, however, intended to cause
Yisrael’s downfall with the avodah zarah of Peor. Therefore,
they cleverly fed them from the feast to their gods, which
contaminated them with a tumah akin to the tumah of the
dead, as it is written (Tehillim 106, 28): =a1ya Yyay 11y
"monn orar oRn1—they attached themselves to Ba’al Peor
and ate the sacrifices of the dead. Thus, they corrupted
the kedushah imparted by the “mahn”; consequently, they
worshipped the avodah zarah of Ba’al Peor. This then is the
meaning of the passuk: “They attached themselves to Ba’al
Peor.” So, why didn’'t the kedushah of the “mahn” protect
them? The passuk answers that it is because they: “Ate the
sacrifices of the dead.”

Now, in parshas Pinchas, Rashi teaches us (Bamidbar 26,
13): All of the 24,000 that perished (in the plague) were
from the shevet of Shimon. Accordingly, we can comprehend
why all of Yisrael, with the exception of shevet Shimon,
maintained their kedushah and refrained from worshipping
Ba’al Peor. Due to the consumption of the “mahn,” they were
not seduced or enticed to eat from the feast to the gods of
Moav. This enabled them to maintain their level of kedushah.
Shevet Shimon, however, followed the example and advice of
their prince, Zimri ben Salu; they were persuaded to partake
of the feast to their gods; thus, they fell prey to the avodah
zarah of Peor.

Moshe Rabeinu Was Buried Opposite the Temple
of Peor to Abolish It with His Kedushah

It is with great pleasure that we can use this information
to explain why the “mahn” fell for Yisrael on account of Moshe
Rabeinu. As the Gemara explains (Ta’anis 9a): m o172 nwhe”
Ly 1r1 1210 nann wHw, et 1IN e, 1 R ORI 1y a1
11573 110, 197R NIDTS Y TIMY B9 RIS RD AT YT ARe 1 IR e
smwn Three preeminent leaders arose for Yisrael. They

O O S SO PN o Y N R RN s A
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are Moshe, Aharon and Miriam. And three outstanding
gifts were bestowed on their account. They are the well,
the cloud and the “mahn.” The well was provided in the
merit of Miriam; the pillar of cloud in the merit of Aharon;
the “mahn” in the merit of Moshe.

Now, with regards to Moshe’s passing away, it is written
(Devarim 34, 5): 1R 11271, °2 P 3R IR ' T3Y wR 0w nR”
"a1ya n°a 1 anm yaxa ma—and Moshe, servant of Hashem,
died there, in the land of Moav, by the mouth of Hashem.
He buried him in the gorge, in the land of Moav, opposite
Beis Peor. The Gemara explains (Sotah 14a): nwn 9apa m san”
"a1pa meyn Yy masv 1o ,m1va nva Yxx—why was Moshe buried
near Beis Peor? To atone for the incident of Peor.

Tosafos write the following: According to a Midrash
Aggadah: Annually, at the time that Yisrael sinned with the
daughters of Moav, at that precise time, Beis Peor ascends
heavenward to prosecute and mention the iniquity. Yet,
when it sees Moshe’s grave, it retreats and sinks back
down. For, Moshe Rabeinu sank it into the ground up to
its nose. So, every time it ascends, it retreats and is sunk
down to the point that Moshe Rabeinu sank it.

Thus, it is evident that the kedushah of Moshe Rabeinu
negates the avodah zarah of Ba’al Peor that arises to prosecute
Yisrael. It is for this reason that HKB”H made the “mahn” fall
for Yisrael in the midbar in the merit of Moshe. As explained,
the “mahn” was entirely absorbed in the limbs and did not
leave the body; due to this kedushah, it negated the avodah
zarah of Peor. This coincides amazingly with the power of
Moshe Rabeinu to counteract the klipah of Ba’al Peor annually,
to this very day.

Let us review the passage from the Midrash more
closely. Annually, at the time that Yisrael sinned with the
daughters of Moay, at that precise time, Beis Peor ascends
heavenward to prosecute and mention the iniquity. Yet,
when it sees Moshe’s grave, it retreats and sinks back
down. This implies that the klipah of Peor continues its
annual attempt to prosecute Yisrael even today. Hence, it
must be subdued each time by the presence of Moshe’s grave.
This is also evident from the following passuk (Yehoshua 22,
17): "mrm @ 1y 1mn 1At RY AWK 21ya 1y nR 1w uynn’—is the
sin of Peor not enough for us, from which we have not
been purified to this day.

Shvilei Pinclhes

So, let us endeavor to understand: (1) What is the nature
of the klipah of Ba’al Peor that it possesses the power to
prosecute Yisrael annually? (2) How does this severe form
of avodah zarah remain in force even today, as indicated by
the passuk: “From which we have not been purified to
this day”? This knowledge will enable us to combat it and
overcome it, and (3) We must endeavor to explain the way
Ba’al Peor is worshipped; it seems strange to defecate in the
presence of an idol that one believes is a god.

The Humility of Kedushah
Negates the Humility of the Klipah

It appears that we can explain the matter based on the
wonderful teachings of the Tzemach Hashem LaTzvi (Zos
HaBerachah).
in the gorge . .. opposite Beis Peor.” We learned from the
Midrash above that HKB”H buried Moshe opposite Beis Peor

to subdue and thwart Ba’al Peor when it rises annually to

He addresses the passuk: “He buried him

prosecute Yisrael. First, however, let us explain the avodah
zarah of Peor, which requires defecating on it.

He explains the matter by referring to the passuk in
parshas Ha’azinu (Devarim 32, 15): naaw vya» pmmwe e’
"R TR A ey IR wien nvws nay—Yeshurun became
fat and kicked. You became fat, you became thick, you
became corpulent; and he deserted G-d, his Maker, and
degraded the Rock of his salvation. Rashi comments: It
demeaned Him and disgraced Him, as it says (Yechezkel 8,
16): “Their backs faced the Temple of Hashem, etc.” You
have no degradation greater than this.

Rashi is referring to that which is written (ibid.): *nx w12
DMwYS nam P31 oYING P2 ' Y5 nna M nvmaeaan nones aen bR
"MRTE Oant ' Yot UR oinR e wam—then He brought
me to the inner courtyard of the Temple of Hashem, and
behold, at the entrance of the Heichal of Hashem, between
the entrance-hall and the mizbeiach were some twenty-
five men with their backs to the Heichal of Hashem, with
their faces turned eastward. Rashi comments (ibid.): It is
evident from the statement that they faced east that their
backs were toward the Heichal. Rather, the passuk is
telling us that their backsides were revealed; they would
uncover themselves and defecate downwards.
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This highlights the great humility of HKB”H. Despite these
reshaim’s total disregard for the honor of HKB”H, He tolerated
the affront. The avodah zarah of Peor wished to demonstrate
the same degree of humility; its worshippers could defecate
and relieve themselves in its presence, and it did not mind.
This, however, was a false display, because the klipah does not
possess true humility. On the contrary, it is proud and wishes
to show that it, too, possesses humility.

Therefore, HKB”H buried Moshe in the gorge opposite the
temple of Peor. For, as the Torah attests, Moshe Rabeinu was the
paradigm of humility (Bamidbar 12, 3): Yan 7xn 11y nwn wRmy”
"maTRM 2 Yy AwR nR1—now, the man, Moshe, was exceedingly
humble—more so than any other man on the face of the
earth! Thus, his kedushah and true humility subdued the false
humility of Ba’al Peor. Hence, when Ba’al Peor sees Moshe’s
grave, it retreats and sinks back into the earth.

The Imminent Danger of Ba’al Peor
in Every Generation

As a loyal servant in the presence of his master, I would
like to elaborate on his sacred words. It is vital that we
comprehend the threat the avodah zarah of Ba’al Peor poses
in each and every generation—so much so that we require the
presence of Moshe’s gravesite to rescue us. Let us return to
the passuk: "mnymer 712 Y31"—and he degraded the Rock of
his salvation. Rashi comments that this passuk alludes to the
vision the malach showed Yechezkel—people with their backs
facing the Heichal of Hashem, defecating and dishonoring
Hashem. It behooves to explain why HKB”H saw fit to mention
the absurd behavior of several demented individuals.

Nevertheless, with the utmost reverence and devotion, let
us suggest a tenable explanation. In truth, this passuk alludes
to every Jew who falls into the clutches of the yetzer hara, chas
v’'shalom. Due to its unholy influence, a Jew fulfills his heart’s
desire instead of the will of HKB”H. In Likutei Amarim (end of
Chapter 24), the author of the Tanya describes how the divine
soul enters a state of galus when a Jew sins:

It (the divine soul) remains faithful to the Blessed One,
even at the time when the sin is committed, except that it
is then in a state of veritable “galus,” as it were, within the
animal soul of the forces of evil, which causes the body to
sin and drags it down with it into the depths of hell, far

Shvilei Pinclhes

down beneath the defilement of the forces of evil and the
klipah of avodah-zarah—may G-d save us! What greater
exile can there be than this—it is a plunge from a high
roof to a deep pit... It is analogous to one who seizes the
king’s head, pulls it down and dips his face in a lavatory
full of feces. For, there is no greater outrage, even if he
does it only for a moment. For, as we know, the klipos
and the forces of evil are called “vomit and feces.”

According to our sacred sefarim, when a person serves
Hashem, he is described as facing towards HKB”H, as it is
written (Eichah 2, 19): 1t »2a ma11 2% o s »saw”—pour out your
heart like water before Hashem. Conversely, when a person
acts in opposition to the will of Hashem, he is described as
turning away from Hashem, with his backside toward Hashem.
Thus, when he satisfies his heart’s desires with forbidden
things—described as “vomit and feces”—it is comparable to
exposing his backside to HKB”H, may G-d help us!

We can now appreciate the profundity of Rashi’s comment
related to the passuk: wie™ nws neay nammw vyasn 1w e’
mmyIwe 1 Yaa ey piR. He said that this passuk is alluding
to the vision the malach showed Yechezkel—the vision of
people turning their backs to the Heichal of Hashem. For, in
truth, this passuk is talking about every Jew that abandons
the ways of the Torah. By so doing, he is turning away from
HKB”H and turning his backside toward the Heichal; it is as if
he is exposing himself indecently to HKB”H.

“If you commit a sin, how do you affect Him?
And if your sins are many,
what are you doing to Him?”

Following this line of reasoning, let us delve deeper into the
subject. Itis written (Iyov 35, 6): Tywa 1271 ,12 Yyan ma nxurt ox”
"M 7T 1R IR 1Y 1N T npte ax oY nweyn m—if you commit a
sin, how do you affect Him? And if your sins are many, what
are you doing to Him? If you are righteous, what do you
give Him? Or what would He even take from your hand?
According to these pesukim, the defect does not affect HKB”"H
In a similar vein, the divine poet, in the Shir
HaYichud (Tuesday) proclaims: "aaws X% nanw ¥s"—no filth
will defile You. This, however, poses a risk. For, if a person’s

whatsoever.

sin has no ill effect on Hashem, he might think that there is no
reason for him to refrain from committing an aveirah.
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Yes, the
Almighty, King of Kings, cannot be harmed or blemished. Yet,

This, however, would be a terrible mistake.

it is His will that we observe all of the mitzvos for our own
good. Therefore, if a person does not act according to His will,
it constitutes a huge blemish and insult to Hashem’s honor.
As we have learned in the Mishnah (Avos 6, 12): x1aw Yo"
PARSS T 712051 WA RIPan Yo 9aRaY 171305 RYR 1IR3 XY, nb1pa 17apn
semewy ar 1naxe All that HKB”H created in His world, He
created solely for His glory, as it states (Yeshayah 43, 7):
“All that is called by My name, indeed, it is for My glory
that I have created it, formed it and made it.” The Mishnah
teaches us that while it is impossible to harm HKB”H Himself;
nevertheless, it is forbidden to tarnish the honor of Heaven by

violating His will.

We can now begin to comprehend the amazing connection
between the sin of worshipping Ba’al Peor and the sin of
promiscuity with the daughters of Moav. The act of defecation
in front of the idol Ba’al Peor is aimed at creating the false belief
thata true, humble god does not care if a person behaves like an
animal—satisfying his heart’s desires that represent vomit and
excrement. It does not matter if he turns away from Hashem
and turns his backside toward the Heichal of Hashem. After all,

all the filth in the world cannot sully Him.

N7

Shvilei Pinches

Thus, we can appreciate why HKB”H mentions primarily
the avodah zarah of Peor. For, it is the source and essence
As

it is written: “Is the sin of Peor not enough for us, from

of all the transgressions throughout the generations.

which we have not been purified to this day?!” Due to
our countless sins, this avodah zarah still frolics among us.
The yetzer hara disguises itself as the avodah zarah of Ba'al
Peor to deceive man into thinking that he can do whatever
he pleases. To prove its point, it distorts the message of the
passuk: “If you commit a sin, how do you affect Him? And
if your sins are many, what are you doing to Him? If you
are righteous, what do you give Him? Or what would He
even take from your hand?”

Therefore, HKB”H provided a remedy ahead of the ailment;
He preempted the influence of Ba’al Peor by burying Moshe
Rabeinu opposite its site of worship. As the agent of HKB"H,
he transmitted the Torah to us. In it, Yisrael were commanded
to sanctify themselves by performing all of the 248 mitzvos
aseh and observing all of the 365 mitzvos lo ta’aseh. As
such, it is within his power to prevail over Yisrael in every
generation not to be tempted or misled by the false doctrine

of Ba’al Peor.
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

want to share two thoughts | learned from the dialogue between Bilam and his
donkey.

1) When Bilam first hits his donkey, the donkey responds,“Have | ever done this
to you before?”. Why is doing something wrong for the first time a legitimate defense?

When others don’t treat people fairly, they must consider several factors before
drawing conclusions and possibly becoming upset at them. One of those conditions is
whether the treatment was contrary to how the other person has acted in the past
and how contrary it is to their nature/reputation.A punctual person who comes late
deserves the right to offer an explanation. Even more, the person who was mistreated
should assume an explanation is forthcoming.

When the donkey asked whether it was the first time, he was being critical of Bilam for
not considering the possibility, even probability, of a fair explanation. In truth, there was
a valid reason. He was trying to avoid the Maloch that wanted to hurt Bilam.

2) After the donkey criticized Bilam, it died. Rashi explains that its death was intended
to preserve Bilam’s dignity. Otherwise, people would remember the incident every
time they saw the donkey.

The lesson is that people have a right to keep their dignity even when they are wrong.
While being criticized, and following the criticism, people should not look down at
them or speak to others about the incident. There are several categories of people
whose dignity is considered optional. Some people are comfortable speaking about
children, even teenagers, in front of them and making jokes at their expense. This
is even considered by many to be a parent's right. The Torah view is that, other than
during a Chinuch moment, even parents must treat children with the general rules of
Bain Odom L'chaveiro.

Therefore, people should not criticize anyone in public. In addition, they should weigh
their words to ensure that they are not speaking too broadly. For example, saying

“everyone does...” when it is really only a few people, or “why do you always..”” when it
has only happened once or twice, is unfairly taking away a person's dignity.

Do | Have to Go to My Past To Succeed in the Future? sy rabbi shmuer Gruck

was asked by someone who is trying to move past the trauma of a difficult

childhood about her need to deal with her past in order to help her succeed

in the future. | told her that she should consider something | once read from

a leading psychologist: “People should not concern themselves with root
causes unless it is necessary. Instead, when possible, they should look forward.”
While the author did not consider this to be a solution for everyone, for some, it
can simplify their quest for a healthy life.

For example, people may find it difficult to keep an orderly home.There may be
several causes. It can be ADD. It can be the result of a previous traumatic episode.
It may be that they resent everything their mother represents and she was a neat
freak. People should consider that it is possible to improve their ability to keep
their home orderly without considering any of these possibilities.

People feel an urge to go back to their past for
several reasons: |) They may believe that going back is
necessary for therapeutic reasons; that making peace
with, or, at least, making sense of their past will enable
them move forward. 2) They may want to take the long
route because it will keep them busy which gives them a
reason to wake up every morning. 3) They may embrace
the drama believing that the more drama in their lives,
the better. 4) Finally, they may be motivated to work backwards because it will
prove to the world how their lack of success is not their fault. Their failures have
been caused by the multiple events which took place in their lives and they are
nothing more than innocent victims. “Proving” that point also allows them the
"right” to fail in the future until they have worked out their issues.

There is no question that many people will have to go back to their past to
improve their future. This is difficult for others to understand. Many healthy
people are impatient, denying the effect of people’s childhoods and believing that,
“They are making it up because they are lazy”.| am not discounting the effect the
past has on people, nor am | telling anyone that they are “babies” because they
insist on bringing their past into their present lives.VVhat | am suggesting is that
while it may all be true and legitimate, nevertheless, it may not be the shortest or
most effective way to overcome their challenges.

"HHere 1s W[»V paa;ala should
consiqer not delving into
their past. "

| am asking people with difficult childhoods to consider whether or not they
are from those who can move forward without first going back. What if people
acknowledged that there is not a universal need to analyze their past? What
if they looked at the problem at hand and said that cleaning up toys
every night should not be “connected” with their interactions with
their mother? What if, instead of discussing their past, they dedicated
their energies to learning the necessary skills?

lam asking people,despite the legitimacy of doing so, to reject the desire to connect
their previous emotional events with their daily tasks. Being a better housekeeper,
in reality, is about |) appreciating what a clean house does to people’s mental
state; 2) realizing that a clean house requires multiple small, manageable tasks
and, on most days, few, if any, big ones; 3) realize that the belief that something is
overwhelming significantly contributes to its becoming
overwhelming.

Here is why people should consider not delving
into their past. The effect that people’s pasts have
on their futures depends on how they subconsciously
“choose” to react and obsess about it. Any significant
incident, or multiple smaller ones, during
people’s childhoods can become their Achilles
heel or their gateway to their future success. For some, thinking about
the past will help them. For others, it will hurt. In addition, they can “allow” those
events to become insignificant just as many other memorable incidents such as
their graduation day play no role in their future success.

The person | was speaking to asked me about her need to undo core beliefs. A
core belief may be a subconscious one, not something that they have specifically
thought about. It is something they just know to be “true”. For example, someone
with difficult parents may have a poor self-image, "knowing" that s/he is not a
good person.

To answer her question, | have to differentiate between a core belief and a
traumatic experience.Traumatic experiences are intangible, inaccessible, and may
require going back into their past to find them and confront them.
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Core beliefs may have emerged from their trauma but it is something they can
finally “touch”. They are capable of asking whether their self-image should stop
them from picking up toys from the floor. Whether being a good person or not
should not allow them to smile when their spouse walks in.While it is difficult to
move beyond their core beliefs, in the least, its knowledge has made it feasible. It
now becomes the person's challenge to ask himself if he can rise to the challenge
and confront his core beliefs.

It is possible to challenge a core belief. For example, saying to oneself that,“I'm a
bad person” is a trauma-infused core belief. Nevertheless, it is possible to move
forward without first going back. People can talk to themselves whenever they
feel that core belief raise its ugly head, and approach that core belief as follows:
“It doesn’t matter if | am a good person or not. It only matters what | do with
my day. So, instead of thinking about myself, even if it is true, | will do what | am
supposed to do.” This is highly oversimplified, yet, at the same time, a powerful
tool when utilized.

My thoughts should not be interpreted as if | believe that learning about people’s
subconscious thoughts are a waste of time. They aren’t. Understanding the way
people think allows them to understand what they are thinking. Only then, can
they take those dozens of thoughts, core beliefs, and consider which ones are
true, untrue, unrealistic, positive and negative. They may also decide which ones
are harmless.

Once they are in touch with their thoughts, it becomes easier to reject some,
confirm others, and allow others to stay where they are. Sadly, many people get
in touch with their subconscious thoughts and do nothing with those thoughts.
Instead of becoming healthier, their living in a freefall style accelerates. They
have opened themselves up, allowing their unhealthy parts to spill out
without the ability to close themselves back up.

Instead, people should consider working on their self-esteem without focusing on
why they do not have it. They should remind themselves that many people who
have never been traumatized were not blessed with being born with a healthy
supply of self-esteem. Just as others do, people should consider independently
working on self-esteem. Doing so is the first step in breaking the grip of the past.

Are people capable of avoiding significant thoughts? Everyone has had several
experiences where, because of a deadline, they were able to focus on the issue
at hand and not on their internal “noise”. While it may have only been for a
limited time, it can be expanded to greater amounts of time until they succeed in
improving their self-esteem.

In closure, self-growth is always a daunting challenge, made more so when people
are burdened by past experiences. Nevertheless, it does not remove from the
burden to follow the shortest path to growth.The thoughts in this article may be
a shortcut for some.
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hen asked about her most meaningful accomplishment, Margaret

Thatcher, the “Iron Lady” of British politics, did not typically mention

serving in the British government, defeating the Argentine invasion of

the Falkans, taming runaway inflation, or toppling the Soviet Union.The
woman who reshaped British politics and served as prime minister from 1979 to 1990
often said that her greatest single accomplishment was helping save a young Jewish
Austrian girl from the Nazis.

On the morning of thel2th of March, 1938, the German Wehrmacht crossed the
border into Austria. The troops were greeted by cheering Austrians with Nazi salutes,
Nazi flags, and flowers. This was officially referred to as the Anschluss, the term used
to describe the annexation of Austria into Nazi Germany. The campaign against the
Jews of Austria began immediately after the Anschluss. They were herded through the
streets ofVienna, their homes and shops were plundered. Jewish men and women were
forced to wash away pro-independence slogans painted on the streets of Vienna. The
Nazis dissolved Jewish organizations and institutions, hoping to force Jews to emigrate.
Their plan succeeded. By the end of 1941, 130,000 Jews had left Vienna, 30,000 of
whom went to the United States.They left behind all of their property, but were forced
to pay the Reich Flight Tax, a tax on all émigrés from Nazi Germany.The majority of the
65,000 Jews who stayed in Vienna eventually became victims of the Holocaust - little
more than 2,000 survived.

In 1938, Edith Muhlbauer, a 17-year-old Jewish girl, the daughter of a wealthy
Austrian banking family, wrote to Muriel Roberts, Edith’s pen pal and the future prime
minister’s older sister. Edith was terrified. The Nazis had begun rounding up the first
of Vienna’s Jews after the Anschluss, and Edith and her family worried they might be
next. They were rich and influential, just the type of people the Nazis targeted in their
determination to rid the world of its Jewish influence. She concluded her letter with a
furtive plea, asking if the Roberts family might help her escape Hitler’s Austria.

Alfred Roberts, the father of Muriel and Margaret, was a grocer in a small town.They
lived in a cold water flat above the grocery with an outhouse; the Roberts’ did not have
the time or the money to bring Edith to their home.So Margaret Roberts, then 12 and

her sister Muriel, 17, set about raising funds and persuading the local Rotary club to
help.With the determination that later set her apart from her peers and characterized
her tenure as prime minister of Great Britain, Margaret and her sister were successful
in raising money and bringing their new friend to the British Isle.

Edith stayed with the Roberts family - as well as more than a dozen other Rotary
families - for the next two years, until she joined her relatives in South America. During
the months she was in the Roberts’ home, Edith bunked in Margaret’s room and the
two became fast friends. Edith Muhlbauer left an impression on the future prime
minister.

“She was seventeen, tall and graceful, evidently from a well-to-do family in Austria,”
Thatcher later wrote in her memoir. But the most important thing Margaret learned
from Edith was to embrace and assist those who were downtrodden. “She told us
what it was like to live as a Jew under an anti-Semitic regime. One thing Edith reported
particularly stuck in my mind:The Jews, she said, were being made to scrub the streets!”
For Margaret Thatcher, who believed in meaningful work, this was as much a waste as it
was an outrage. No human being should ever be treated in this manner.

Margaret Thatcher never forgot the lesson: “Never hesitate to do whatever you
can, for you may save a life,” she would tell audiences, after Edith had been located,
alive and well, in Brazil. Had the Roberts family not intervened, Edith recalled years
later, “I would have been forced to stay in Vienna and they would have killed me and
my entire family.”

When Thatcher visited Yad Vashem during a historic, first visit to Israel by a British
prime minister in 1986, she was visibly shaken as she stood in front of a photo of a
German soldier shooting a Jewish mother and child. She exclaimed, “It is so terrible.
Everyone should come and see it so that they never forget.| am not quite sure whether
the new generation really knows what we are fighting against.” Thatcher spoke up with
courage and strength. When she believed in an ideal, like saving a terrified Jew from
Austria, she was not afraid to follow through, even if she had to stand up against great
odds to do so.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT'L

Parshas Balak

Blockages

Chazal tell us that there are powerful spiritual forces which operate at specific times of the
day and work to block - cognate to the word Balak - our vision and separate us from our
spiritual essence and purity.

We sadly see that this week’s parsha of Balak continues a three-week pattern that is a
further lesson that we were affected by the twisting of the Hey that we discussed in
Parshas Korach and its message of implied kedushah amidst the material of the four
physical directions. How?

Korach begins with a Kuf. Chukas, last week’s parsha, has the Kuf in the middle. Balak has
the Kuf at the end. Parshas Pinchos, read around the 17th of Tammuz, which begins the
tragic period of the Three Weeks and the beginning of the destruction of the two Botei
Mikdosh, has no Kuf.

The Three Weeks is a period also known as Bein Hametzarim, literally “Between the
Restrictions” or “"Between the Blockages.” What happened?

The kedushah as represented by the letter Kuf migrated from the forefront of our
consciousness to the middle, then the back, and then it disappeared. That is the essence of
what caused the destruction of both Botei Mikdosh, literally “"Houses of Holiness.” The
kedushah disappeared.

Rabbi Yissocher Frand quotes Rav Elyakim Schlesinger, who states in his sefer Bais Av that
Bilam, the hired curser and main protagonist and ally of King Balak, knew the time of day
when Hashem’s initial plan of creation - a world based solely on din, without mercy - was
re-expressed.

At that moment of regah, Hashem gives free reign to the middas hadin, the attribute of
judgment. That was the moment Balak wanted Bilam to curse the Jews.

Rabbi Frand also asks and answers a powerful question. Why was Bilam, who could see
this time in the day, unable to see the words of a donkey as miraculous? His personally
motivated self-blindness, a major blockage in all of us, caused him to see incorrectly.

It is not surprising, therefore, that the values of Bilam (142), Vov (6), and Balak (132)
equal 280, the combined value of the letters Pey (80) and Reish (200), representing the
mouth and the head. The number 280 also equals 10 times 28, the number of letters in
the first sentence of the Torah. They combined to curse Klal Yisroel and attack the very
essential expression of creation.
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Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l provides a fascinating analysis of the expression of
kavah, to curse. The root kov only appears here in the mouth of Bilam and Balak, and in
an unusual form. He derives the root to be nakuv, meaning to make a hole, so kav means
to hollow out.

Thus, kavav would mean to wish a person to become hollow, to turn him into a meitz, a
husk, from Tehillim 1:4. According to the Medrash Rabbah, Rav Hirsch says, kavav is
worse than arur.

Rabbi Raymond Beyda says that the eye that could not see - Rashi tells us that Bilam was
blind in one eye - was, in fact, the only non-impediment to Bilam, who called himself the
man whose eye was closed, since the rest of his existence was blind.

Near the end of the parsha, the Torah tells us, “Reishis goyim Amaleik,” before the terrible
incident with idol worship and improper behavior that led Pinchos to act in the zealous way
that is the basis of next week’s parsha, Parshas Pinchos.

The first letters of this expression spell the word regah, literally “the anger,” like the
English word rage. That moment of anger Bilam and Balak were seeking is seen here.
However, we note that the last letters of this three-word expression - Tof, Mem and Kuf -
have a combined value, with the collel, of 541, the value of Yisroel.

Perhaps we can learn that we are also at the back of these attacks on our kedushah, and
can, be‘ezras Hashem, gain chizuk to strengthen ourselves to repel these attacks.

This is one of many hints that Hashem gives us in this parsha, at this time of year, to
teach us that the blockages are there and that we must deal with them in order to grow.

Some hints are from our deeper sources.

The Chidah points out the following. Balak is begematria Samach Mem, one of the names
of the yeitzer harah. He also says that Tzipor, of Balak ben Tzipor, has the same value as
the word Eisav.

The Arizal teaches that Bilam was a gilgul, a reincarnation, of both Lavan and Hevel.

Bilam means to swallow up and represents the idea of spiritual blockage. Bilam swallowed
up all aspects of kedushah and extracted so much that there was nothing left under the
shell.

He, one of the world’s greatest prophets, was affected by money, ego, physical desire, and
a false sense of righteousness. In fact, the entire parsha is filled with blockages to Bilam’s
attempts to curse the Jews, including Hashem speaking to him.

There are, of course, some deep connotations to the combinations of the names Bilam and
Balak, which bring us back to where we started above: “Reishis goyim Amaleik.” In fact,
Chazal tell us that the last two letters of Bilam and the last two letters of Balak together
spell...Amaleik.

We know that the value of Amaleik equals the value of the word safeik, meaning doubt.
Doubt is perhaps the biggest block to and enemy of clarity. May we overcome doubts and
spiritual attacks and withstand the assault that this time period bring.
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Parashas Balak
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Bilaam arose in the morning and saddled his donkey. (22:21)

Devotion to the point of mesiras nefesh, self-sacrifice, is a
powerful and potent catalyst for success in a given endeavour — for
better or for worse. We derive this from Bilaam, whose intention to
curse the Jewish People was so strong that he woke up early in the
morning and personally saddled his donkey — something that an
individual of his stature would never do. Nonetheless, his hatred of
the Jews was so intense that he was willing to perform this menial
task himself, if it would mean that he would arrive earlier and get
down to business.

Rashi observes how far hatred can drive a person to violate
even his own norms of conduct. Bilaam was so driven by his hatred
of the Jews that he saddled his own donkey. Hashem responded to
him, “Rasha, evil one, their forefather, Avraham (Avinu) already
preceded you.” This refers to the Akeidas Yitzchak, Binding of
Yitzchak, when Avraham arose early in the morning and saddled his
donkey. Rashi implies that if not for Avraham’s mesiras nefesh and
devotion to arriving at Har HaMoriah as early as possible, so that he
could carry out Hashem’s command, Bilaam’s zealousness to destroy
the Jews would have been successful.

Bilaam’s saddling his own donkey was an indication of his
hatred of the Jews. Avraham’s saddling his donkey was proof of his
overriding love of Hashem. Both were zealous for their individual
ideal — for better or for worse. Bilaam’s actions were pure evil;
Avraham’s endeavour was pure good. Both were moser nefesh,
willing to sacrifice themselves, for what they believed. This teaches
us a powerful, almost frightening, lesson: Dedication has potency.
Mesiras nefesh makes a powerful difference. When we are up
against an enemy who is dedicated to causing us harm, we must be
prepared with equal commitment. Bilaam’s dedication almost
garnered for him the success that he sought, had our Patriarch,
Avraham, not preceded him with his own brand of dedication. How
are we to understand this? It certainly is not about merit, because
Bilaam’s actions cannot -- by even the remotest stretch of the
imagination -- be viewed as meritorious. He was an evil, morally-
flawed, and profligate individual. Yet, had our Patriarch not exhibited
a tremendous amount of mesiras nefesh — who knows? Bilaam'’s
curses might have found their mark.

Horav Levi Dicker, zl, explains how this phenomenon works.
Man has been granted bechirah chafshis, free-will, with which he
has the power to decide if he will commit good deeds or act
inappropriately and perform evil. Hashem instilled the concept of
hishtadlus, effort/endeavouring, in His world, whereby the greater
the effort one expends, the greater the results. If one were to invest
all of his energy in one specific area, this is the highest level of
hishtadlus. Obviously, Hashem would like us to invest our kochos,
energies, into increasing our mitzvah performance and Torah study.
This is called mesiras nefesh. Since this has nothing to do with merit
and it is under the purview of free-will, one can conceivably be
moser nefesh, give all of his devotion, to evil, and be successful. He
put forth his hishtadlus to the negative, and, by all of the rules of

free will, he should be permitted to see “positive” results from his
“negative” choice.

The Rosh Yeshivah explains that with regard to hishtadlus,
it is not the z’chus, merit, which is gained through the vehicle of
mesiras nefesh that garners success, but the actual mesiras nefesh in
its own right that engenders positive results. It is the level of one’s
steadfastness -- not his ideals, goals, morals -- that ensures his
success.

Thus, Bilaam, as evil as he was, still had a fighting chance to
curse Klal Yisrael — successfully. It was Avraham Avinu’s mesiras
nefesh that pre-empted and overwhelmed Bilaam’s dedication.
Dedication begets success. Avraham’s dedication preceded that of
Bilaam. Veritably, Avraham’s act of fealty was greater, since his
mesiras nefesh was founded and based upon love for Hashem.
Bilaam’s allegiance was built upon hatred of Hashem’s People. |
think love trumps hatred.

The Rosh Yeshivah draws an analogy to a well-respected
individual who erects a wall around his house. It is not becoming a
man of his stature to be standing out in the heat performing
construction. He should leave this work for those who are suited for
it. Yet, at the end of the day, the wall is standing and providing
protection and security. It has nothing to do with the builder’s merit.
It is merely the natural result of building a wall. Avraham Avinu was
moser nefesh to saddle his donkey. His stature had nothing to do
with his success. His commitment, however, did.
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May my soul die the death of the upright, and may my end be like his.
(23:10)

Bilaam offered a prayer on behalf of himself, in which he
alluded to his deep yearning to die as do the righteous. His
arrogance had no shame. He chose to continue living a life of moral
profligacy, but asked to die like the holy Patriarchs. He was not in
contact with reality. He should have known that one cannot live like
an animal and expect to die as a person. One who lives like a goy
does not get the opportunity to die as a Jew. The death one
experiences is the consequence of the life that he has led.

The Chafetz Chaim, zl, explains that life for the Jew is, for
the most part, not a bed of roses. We encounter thorns along the
journey we call life — sharp, painful thorns. We have many
restrictions in Jewish life; food, environmental/social restrictions,
time-bound restrictions, in addition to the plethora of positive
commandments that we must perform. We accept and revel in this
way of life, because we see the beauty of its results. We look at the
world around us, and we can proudly and ecstatically proclaim, “l am
proud to be an observant Jew!” As a result of our inculcation in
Torah and its primary focus of our lives, we understand and are
secure in the belief that the cessation of life, otherwise known as
death, is the transition from a temporal life to a life of eternity, of
permanence. Since we live with this acknowledgement, we do not
fear death, because we spend our lives preparing for that transition.
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The Chafetz Chaim would remark, “The world worries, ‘I do
not have with what to live.” | ask them, ‘have you already addressed
with what you will die?”” In other words, we, as observant Jews,
understand that we are just passing through on our way to the
ultimate World of Truth. Thus, we live a focused life, not haphazard,
ordained by whims and desires. We have a destiny and a
destination. Bilaam thought he could have it all. To live like a goy and
die as a Jew is an incongruity, which even he could not change.

Horav Shlomo Levenstein, Shlita, quotes from the tzavaah,
will, of Horav Michel Yehudah Lefkowitz, zl, in order to demonstrate
the meaning of mos yesharim, death of the upright.

“I ask that, if (at the end of my life) | will be in such
(serious) condition that | will be racked with pain, no medicine or
pain killers be administered that will blunt my cognitive ability. The
greatest treasure is for a person to leave this world in complete
control of his cognitive faculties, in close clinging / attachment with
Hashem Yisborach, so that he can return his soul to Hashem in
complete purity and holiness.”

Afterwards, Rav Michel Yehudah added, “The neshamah,
soul, derives much nachas ruach, spiritual satisfaction/bliss, when,
at the moment of its disengagement from the body (referring to
himself), it passes on from this house (referring to his modest
home). This is for a number of reasons, primarily because in this
home from time to time, the sounds of Torah (study) and tefillah,
prayer, were heard. (Veritably, this is probably all that was heard in
his home, but Rav Michel Yehudah was the paradigm of humility.) It
was a home in which the extras and luxuries associated with Olam
Hazeh, This World, were at a minimum (probably non-existent). Rav
Yechiel Michel performed “some” acts of chesed, loving-kindness,
from this house, as well as invigorating the lives of those who were
downcast in emotional pain, thus fulfilling the primary obligations of
a man in this world.

We have but a glimpse into the life and outlook of a Torah
giant who lived in our generation. He was truly a yashar. Yet, Bilaam
ha’rasha sought such a death. What chutzpah!
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Balak said to him, “Go now with me to a different place... however,
you will see its edge but all of it you will not see.” (23:13)

Balak sought to convince Bilaam that all was not lost — he
could still successfully curse the Jewish People. He would just have
to locate a different vantage point — one that would be propitious for
his seeing the worst of the Jews, so that he would be inspired to
curse them. Balak said, “Come with me to a place where you will see
only the edge, part of the nation, not the people in its entirety.
There, you will be able to curse them.” Horav Gamliel Rabinowitz,
Shlita, derives an important ethical lesson from Balak’s focusing on
the “edge” of the Jews, ignoring the entirety of the nation. How can
a person descend to such a nadir of animus toward his fellow, to the
point that he is capable of issuing a curse against a brother? This is
possible only when he sees the “edge” part of him, when he is
acting out negatively, when he is involved in sinful behaviour. If he
were to see the totality of that person, the multitude of good that
he performs, he would not view him in such a negative light. The
problem is that our perspective on our fellowman is myopic; we see
only what “little” we want to see, focusing on his negative behaviour
-- not on his total self -- which surely includes much positivity.

We are enjoined to judge a person favourably, I’kaf z’chus,
to seek merit in the person we are judging. Everyone has challenges
to overcome. Some are successful — others have great difficulty in

overcoming the adversity which confronts them. As a result, they are
compelled to act in a manner otherwise unbecoming to them. We
must consider this idea and allow it to enter the equation when we
have the temerity to pass judgment on another person. Perhaps the
reason he transgressed was that he simply had too many challenges
on his plate. Who are we to judge?

In order to judge a person, we must take note of his entire
circumstances — everything from day one. So many things,
situations, and people can negatively impact a person’s life. Who are
we to judge — unless we are aware of it all? We will never be aware
of it all, however, because a person keeps certain aspects of his life
buried within himself. At one point, he might lose it and is no longer
able to contain himself, so he sins. It is precisely at this moment of
the person’s failing that we see his katzeihu, edge, his negative
flawed movement. We have no right to judge from a katzeihu
observation.

Balak was no fool. He knew exactly where and when to
look for negativity. Sadly, this flawed personality disorder is not
exclusive to Balak.
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If Balak were to give me his household of silver and gold, I cannot
transgress the word of Hashem. (24:13)

Bilaam made a failed attempt to curse and ultimately
destroy Klal Yisrael. Why did he fail? Bilaam was no ordinary anti-
Semite. He was endowed with extraordinary powers, literally the
pagan response to Klal Yisrael’s Moshe Rabbeinu. As holy as Moshe
was, Bilaam was commensurately spiritually impure. He was morally
flawed, possessing a host of negative character traits. He was the
pagan’s ideal prophet. Nonetheless, his various flaws
notwithstanding, he was a powerful individual who had harnessed
the powers of the sitra achara, the side of impurity. Why did he fail
in his attempt to take down the Jewish nation?

Chazal (Berachos 7a) elucidate the reason for Bilaam'’s
failure. They state that there is a “moment” (approximately 1/16 of a
second) in which Hashem becomes “angry.” (Obviously, this term is
metaphoric, since no term of emotion applies to Hashem. These
anthropomorphisms are used, because the Torah and Chazal have
chosen to speak in the language people can understand.) Rabbi
Elazar said, “Hashem said to Klal Yisrael, ‘Realise how many
benevolences | have bestowed upon you in that | did not become
angry in the days of Bilaam. For had | become angry, no remnant
would have remained from the enemies of Yisrael.”” (This is a
euphemism for the Jews themselves. In other words, had Bilaam
been allowed to succeed, since he knew the exact moment when
Hashem became angry, the Jewish nation would have become
history.)

We derive an important principle from Chazal, one that we,
as maaminim bnei maaminim, faithful sons of faithful fathers,
should reiterate on a regular basis. No person, regardless of his
strength or power, can harm a Jew — unless Hashem allows it. Bilaam
tried to take us down. He failed, because Hashem prevented his
success. When Bilaam saw that all avenues to bring down the Jews
had been sealed from him, he had no recourse but to rely on the
one last resort, the only individuals who could bring the Jewish
People to infamy: the Jews themselves. Yes. We are our own
greatest enemy. No one can harm us but ourselves. When we sin, we
do so by our own choice. We defer to the blandishments of the
yetzer hora, evil inclination, but it is our choice.

It is easy to point fingers when things do not go our way.
Projecting blame has become a way of life for some. The narcissistic
mindset of these people is such that it is never their fault; it is
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always someone else who has prevented them from achieving
success. Rare is the person who looks inward and says, “This is all on
me. It was my fault. | messed up.”
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1 shall see him, but not now, I shall look at him, but it is not near.
(24:17)

Bilaam’s pronouncements encompass four periods in our
nation’s history: from the time they spent in the Wilderness; their
conquest of the Land; the period of greatness following their
conquest; and the End of Days, where he “sees” the greatness of our
nation — not now — but later. Horav Yitzchak Zilberstein, Shlita, notes
that one of the principles of our faith is the belief that everything
that Hashem does is good — even if we do not presently “see” the
good before us. As the above pasuk implies, “I shall see him — but
not now.” Presently, we do not see the good. It hinges on our faith in
Hashem and our trust in His chachamim, wise men/sages, whose
words we accept as truth, even when the circumstances appear to
be totally opposite of what they say. Hakol I'tovah, everything is for
the good. This is what is meant by emunas chachamim, faith in the
words of our sages. The sky may be clouded over, darkness may be
settling in, but if our wise leaders say, “Do not worry; It will be
good,” we believe that we will, in the near future, be privy to an
unambiguous and unconditional good.

One of the chassidim of Horav Chaim Halberstam’s (Sanzer
Rav, zI) had been waiting for years to be blessed with a child — to no
avail. One year he said, “Enough!” He came before the saintly Rebbe
and pleaded, “It is Erev Rosh Hashanah, a new year is about to
commence. Please, Rebbe, bless my wife and me that we will finally
hold our own child in our arms.” The Sanzer blessed him that they
would have a ben zachar, male offspring, that year.

The man'’s faith in his Rebbe’s blessing was unequivocal. If
the Rebbe said that they would be blessed with a boy — then they
would have a boy. The prospective father immediately went to the
Russian ministry to file the birth of his son. When the clerk asked for
the child’s name, the man said, “Yitzchak.” This demonstrates his
level of emunas chachamim. The Rebbe hut tzugezagt, gave his
word. He was certain that it would occur. Why not file now? [Indeed,
this should be a Torah Jew’s relationship with his Rebbe. The Brisker
Rav, zl, notes that once Eili HaKohen assured Chanah, mother of
Shmuel HaNavi, that she would be blessed with a child, her entire
countenance was transformed. The pain that she had lived with for
nineteen years, the prayers that had accompanied her every
movement, changed, once she received the Kohen’s assurance. The
veil was lifted. She was a new person. It was like money in the bank!]

One year passed, and the Sanzer’s blessing was realised.
The proud father and mother were blessed with a child. The
blessing, however, was not fulfilled exactly as the Rebbe had
promised. They were blessed with a little girl. The Rebbe had
“promised” a boy. Nu! A girl is fine. The proud parents were ecstatic
with their new addition.

What about the fact that the Rebbe had said a boy? This
did not in any way trouble the Chassid. The Rebbe said a boy; it
would be a boy. When? It is unimportant. The Rebbe “hut
tzugezagt.” It will happen. Certainly, there must have been a good
reason that the Rebbe’s blessing did not materialise exactly as he
had spoken. Be patient.

Another year passed, and their family expanded with the
addition of another child — a girl. The chassid’s faith in the Rebbe
was rock solid, remaining unshaken. The Rebbe said a boy; it will
happen. This went on for the next three years. Each time, they were
blessed with a little girl. They now were a family of seven! Father,
mother, and five daughters. It was during the sixth year that the

Rebbe’s blessing achieved complete fruition with the birth of their
son, whom they named Yitzchak.

The chassid was firm in his belief that there was a good
reason that the birth of their son (which had been the Sanzer’s
original blessing) was preceded by the birth of his five sisters. The
reason became clear twelve years later when their son reached the
age of twelve.

One day, the Russian army dispatched two soldiers to
collect boys who had turned eighteen years old to be drafted into
the army. They had papers to pick up “eighteen” year old Yitzchak to
be inducted into the army. Father, mother and sisters all countered
that Yitzchak was a mere twelve years old. Indeed, all that the
soldiers had to do was to take one look at Yitzchak and see that he
was short, his body build clearly not that of a teenager, his face
smooth. The soldiers did not accept the various proofs which the
family members provided, and they took Yitzchak with them to their
commander. Let him decide how old Yitzchak really was. The
commander took one look at the young boy and screamed at his
soldiers, “How could you for one moment think that this child is
ready to be a soldier in our glorious army?”

Baruch Hashem, Yitzchak was returned home, where he
continued in his Torah studies, achieving great success in scaling the
heights of Torah knowledge. He ultimately became one of the pre-
eminent Torah leaders of his generation. The Rebbe’s blessing
materialised in such a manner that Yitzchak was able to devote his
entire life to Torah study. His parents never doubted the veracity of
the Sanzer’s blessing for one moment.

Va’ani Tefillah
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V’Karno tarum b’Yeshuashecha.

And enhance his pride through Your salvation.

Karno is usually translated as “his horn.” The strength and
beauty of an animal is highlighted by its horns. Thus, with regard to
David Hamelech, ancestor of Moshiach Tziddkeinu, the term karno is
used to mean “his glory.” Furthermore, the horn had a special
relationship to the glory of David Hamelech, since it was with the oil
poured from a horn flask that Shmuel HaNavi anointed him. A horn
is quite sturdy, thus symbolising the endurance of the Davidic
dynasty which has withstood the test of time. Moshiach Tziddkeinu
will be a descendant of David Hamelech. Shaul Hamelech was
anointed from an earthenware vessel, foreshadowing the short
tenure of his monarchy. The horn demonstrates the glory of Malchus
Bais David, the chosen monarch of Hashem.

Horav Yitzchak Hutner, zl, explains that the function of the
shofar was not simply to make noise. When Adam HaRishon was
created on the sixth day, he was immediately able to accept
Hashem'’s kingship. Royalty/monarchy was introduced and became a
reality with the creation of man. When Hashem blew life into man’s
nostrils, his soul entered his body, making it possible for him to
accept and emulate Hashem’s royalty. Therefore, the blowing of the
shofar will forever be that symbol which brings royalty into the
world.
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Kinder Torah.

Parashas Balak
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Always in the Camp

(13
Yisrael settled in Shittim and the peo-

ple began to sin with the daughters of
Moav. They invited people to the feasts
of their gods; the people ate, and bowed
down to their gods. Yisrael became at-
tached to Baal-Peor, and Hashem’s anger
flared up against Yisrael” (Bamidbar 25:1-
3). This shameful episode in the history of
Klal Yisrael poses two glaring questions.
Firstly, Bilaam had just praised Klal Yis-
rael’s tsnius (modesty) when he blessed
them. “How good are your tents, Yaa-
kov, your dwellings, Yisrael” (Bamidbar
24:5). Rashi explains that the openings of
the tents did not face one another. This
exemplified their dignity and respect for
each other’s privacy. How could such a
nation so quickly fall into terrible sins?
Secondly, what is the significance of tell-
ing us that they settled in Shittim? Why
do we need to know the name of the
place where these sins took place?

The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh answers

both of these questions. The word “shit-
tim” has another meaning besides the
name of the place. It also means “tiyulim”
— pleasure trips. Klal Yisrael settled in this
place and began to relax and walk around.
Can you blame them? They had been in
the desert for forty years, out of contact
with civilization. Now they reached an
inhabited place. They wanted to relax a bit
and enjoy the change of scenery.
And so, they left the camp. There
they encountered the Bnos
Moav, who cleverly enticed
them to worship Baal Peor.

How could such a holy

nation be tricked into
avodah zara (idol worship)? Because
they left the camp. They left that spiritual
fortress called Machane Yisrael. In that holy
atmosphere, they reached the highest
madraygas (spiritual levels). When they left,
they were unprotected. What started as an
innocent tiyul, ended in disaster.

What is the remedy? Never leave the

camp. Never leave the camp?!? Does any-
one have the stamina for that? A person
needs to get out. True. He needs an occa-
sional change of scenery to recharge his
batteries. However, he does not need to
leave the camp. How is this possible? He
can take the camp with him. He can plan
his trip in such a way that his spiritual needs
are taken care of, as well as his physical
ones. He must provide himself with a time
and place to pray properly on the tiyul. This
is as important as the barbecue. He can take
advantage of the unstructured time to learn
Torah in a relaxed atmosphere. He should
only go to places where his eyes will behold
the beauty of Hashem’s world, and not
things that are forbidden to see. Make sure

that the music, the food, and the people
that surround him are all uplifting, and not
the opposite, chas v’shalom (Heaven for-
bid). In this way, he can “take the camp
with him” on his tiyul, be protected from
spiritual dangers, and have a truly safe and
uplifting tiyul.

Kmderlach

i Vacation t:me is just around the corner.

: Where will you go? What will you do?

: What do you hope to accomplish? Vaca-
tion can be a wonderful thing if you plan

: well. Make sure that you find the time and
3 place to pray properly. This keeps you in

: touch with Hashem. Go to places where
: you can appreciate the magnificent beauty

5 of Hashem’s world. Guard your eyes from
: things and people that you should not see.
: Eat well, rest well, and come back fresh

E and ready to begin the new year. Kinder-

Iach have a safe and meaningful vacation!

........................................................

A Mountain of Emunah

Bilaam hated the Jewish people. He

wanted to curse them so badly, that nei-
ther a talking donkey nor an angel of
Hashem could stop him. Yet, when he
opened his mouth to curse them, only
blessings came out.

(44
From the top of the rocks | (Bilaam)

see him (Israel), and from the hills | be-
hold him” (Bamidbar 23:9). The
Ha’Amek Davar elucidates this
verse with a stirring explanation.
Klal Yisrael is compared to a
tall, majestic mountain. The
base is very wide and strong.
It contains mines of iron and
quarries of stone. So too
with the masses of Klal
Yisrael. Their emunah (faith) is
as strong and solid as the base of this
mountain — like a rock.

<y
.,

~~ e are aware of many episodes from

the holocaust that demonstrate this un-
shakable emunah. There is one story from
the book “Those Who Never Yielded”
about a group of 17 young Gerrer Chassi-
dim in the Plaszow camp. They were
selected for death by the cruel comman-
dant Goeth. When he was informed that
they were “Talmudists” he gave them half
an hour before their execution to pray.
He expected to have some ‘fun’ denigrat-
ing the Jews and shaming them. What
happened next was astounding. The lads
formed a circle, encouraged one another,
then asked each other for forgiveness.
One of the Chassidim requested permis-
sion to say some words of farewell. He
told his comrades that they were going to
die als Kiddush Hashem (sanctifying
Hashem’s Name) and the main thing is
that they perform this mitzvah happily.
They broke into song and began to dance

: Kmderlach

party. | am so insulted.”
: me the glass of water that | asked for.

: What’s wrong with him?” People do not

i always measure up to the standards that

i we set for them. Then we get insulted. We }
i have to humble ourselves and not let these :
: things bother us. After all, who are we?

i Are we as righteous as Moshe Rabbeinu?

i With all of his greatness, he was the hum-
: blest of all men. Let life’s little insults pass i
: by. That is the key to humility, which is the
i measure of true greatness. :

as if they had been set afire. They paid no
attention to what was going on around
them. In the midst of their dancing they
jumped into their death pit as the hail of
bullets poured through them. Both Kapos
who witnessed this scene wept emotion-
ally as they retold the story. Absolutely
nothing could shake the emunah of this
Holy Nation.

Kmderlach :
i Youarea part of the greatest people in

! the world. No other nation loves Hashem
E more. No one else puts all of their trust

: and faith in him. We care for Him, and
i He cares for us. Each generanon has its
: tests of emunah. Ours is no different.
Strong forces try to distract us from stay-

5 ing close to Hashem. To stand up to them

: you have to be hard as a rock. No prob-
: lem. Bilaam already spotted that quality in :
E us over 3000 years ago. “From the top of i

: the rocks | see him, and from the hills | :
behold him”. ;

Conceit

(13
Bilaam said to the donkey, ‘Because

you mocked me, if | had a sword in my
hand 1 would kill you’ (Bamidbar
22:29). Can you imagine that? A donkey
mocking a person? Who was this person?
No less than Bilaam, the wisest man
among the nations of the world. A man
whose prophecy was comparable to that
of Moshe Rabbeinu. Yet with all of his
wisdom, he still felt insulted by a donkey,
the lowliest of all animals. He was so
infuriated that he was ready to kill the
donkey and walk on his own two feet to
the nation of Moav. Rav Yosef Dov Mi-
Brisk learns a powerful lesson from this.
We see how conceited a person can be.
He is so caught up in his own ego, that he
demands honor even from an animal. He
is ready to cause himself great personal
inconvenience, to avenge his bruised
pride. “The donkey mocked me.” Bilaam
was correct. He truly was a laughing
stock. He let the donkey make a monkey
out of him.

.......................................................

Rile mterrupted me. What a chutzpah.”
“She did not invite me to her birthday :
“He did not bring :

All rights reserved to the author < Please direct all inquiries concerning this publication to (02) 585-2216. #1078#
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The Mound and the Ditch
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“I am not able to transgress
the word of Hashem, my G-d, to do
anything small or great.” Balak wants
Bilam to go curse Klal Yisroel and Bilam
responds that he cannot go against the
word of Hashem:; he cannot do anything
small or great. What does Bilam mean
when he says that he cannot do anything
small or great?

Bilam was saying that although
he wanted to harm Klal Yisroel, he was not
able to, and that was why he did nothing.
Bilam knew that Hakodosh Boruch Hu did
not want him to harm Klal Yisroel in any
way, yet if he had the opportunity to do so,
he would have rebelled against Hakodosh
Boruch Hu and done so. Bilam did not
have a choice in the matter, for he had no
power over Klal Yisroel, and could not
harm them. (hwn nnw)

Bilam knew the moment that
Hakodosh Boruch Hu gets angry every
day, and in that short moment, the only
word he would have been able to say was,
“n'7d” — destroy them. However, Hakodosh
Boruch Hu reversed his intent of a curse
and instead made it into a Brocha by
having him say, “Ym.” The word “9'n” and
“n7” have the same letters, but the word,
“9m” has the letters going in descending
order, known as, “pwn” while the word,
“n%” has the letters going in ascending
order, known as, “max.” Klal Yisroel go
from right to left, which is the order of the,
“TaN” where the lower value letter comes
before the higher value letter. However
non-Jews go from left to right, like the
order of “pwn”, where the greater value of
the letter comes before the lower value
letter. Bilam wanted to curse Klal Yisroel
with the word, “n%5” which is according to
the order of the, “Taax”, but Hakodosh
Boruch Hu turned it around to the order
that Bilam accustomed himself to, and
used. Therefore, the word was turned
around to go in the order of, “pwn” to
make the word, “4m.” Bilam told Balak
that he cannot curse Klal Yisroel, “ niwy%
N7ITa IX MUP” — he cannot make the lower
value letters come before the higher value
letters in order to spell, “n%,” for that is
not how we use the order. This is the
meaning of the Gemara in Brochos 6la —
“nonnn 09720 2man n frnnn n71ma
joizn” — With greatness you start from the
greatest, “Y7” — with the m being the
greatest value and then each letter
diminishing in value, and with curses, you
begin with the smallest value, “D'75” — the "
being the lowest value and then ascending.
(nwxp)

Bereishis 32:11 “ 'nx T N1 n'7'¥n
1wy Tn” — “Please save me from the hand of

my brother, from the hand of Eisav.”
Yaakov Avinu beseeched Hakodosh Boruch
Hu that he be saved from the hand of his
brother, Eisav. Why did Yaakov ask to be
saved from his brother, and from Eisav —
they are one and the same? There are two
ways that Eisav could have brought about
the downfall of Yaakov: to outright attack
him, or to be friends with him, and
through the friendship seek to turn
Yaakov away from Hashem. Yaakov asked
that he be saved from, “his brother” — from
the mode of attack of being friends, and
from, “Eisav” — from the mode of attack of
being his enemy. Esther 1:1 “wniwnx xin”
— “He was Achashveirosh” — Rashi explains
that the Posuk 1is telling wus that
Achashveirosh remained wicked from the
beginning till the end. What is the
meaning of Rashi that he was wicked at
the end — when we see that at the end of
the Megilah, he raised Mordechai to a
position of power, and appeared to be nice
to Klal Yisroel? Rashi is telling us that
what appeared as Achashveirosh being
nice to us was a way to get Klal Yisroel to
abandon Torah and Mitzvos. He hoped
that his being nice to them would get them
to become part of the Goyim, and to turn
away from Hakodosh Boruch Hu — “his
brother” — the scary friendship with the
wicked which seeks to turn Klal Yisroel
away from the proper path.

Megilah 14a — Haman and
Achashveirosh can be compared to one who
has a "n, a mound, and one who has a ynn,
a ditch. Haman is the ditch, for he was
seeking to destroy Klal Yisroel, while
Achashveirosh was like the mound, in that
he was seeking to raise Klal Yisroel.
Through his raising them and befriending
them, he would try to get them to turn
away from the Torah. Both of them sought
to destroy the nation Klal Yisroel, but in
two different ways. The goal of
Achashveirosh was for Klal Yisroel to be
elevated amongst the nations in a way that
they become part and parcel of the nations
of the world, and not the distinct nation
that Klal Yisroel is always supposed to be.
It is for this reason that there is a large,
“n” and a large, “n” in Megilas Esther,
which is a Remez to the 7n and ynn — the
ways our enemies seek to destroy us. The
Kedushas Yom Tov explains regarding the
Piyut we say Leil Pesach, nmyw xii
I'N1757 1'% DA T IT DAL MR —
we say that in each and every generation,
there are enemies who rise up against us
to destroy us. However, we see that in
certain locations and in certain times, it
seems that no one sought to destroy Klal
Yisroel, and they lived tranquil lives. If so,
how can we say that it is in each and every
generation? There are times that the

enemies seek to destroy us through
devastation and attacking us, and there
are times that they befriend us, and that is
their way of seeking to destroy us. In
every generation they seek to destroy us,
though sometimes it is through befriending
us — we may have tranquil lives, but we
must know the enemy is there, and protect
our Ruchniyos. We need Siyata Dishmaya
at all times to be saved from all ways the
enemy attacks us. “N7ImMa IX mop nIwY?’ —
Bilam tells Balak that Hakodosh Boruch
Hu does not allow him to make Klal
Yisroel small, nor make them big — two
ways to attack Klal Yisroel, and Hakodosh
Boruch Hu saves them from both. ( ax
DNNax)

While the Midah of humility is
crucial in one’s service to Hakodosh
Boruch Hu, there are times that a level of
arrogance is also needed. If one is too
humble, he may think that his Avodas
Hashem is so lacking, that he should just
give up. One needs to raise himself and
say to himself that he can do it; he can be a
true Oved Hashem if he works on it. It
says in the Noam Elimelech regarding 0>
and 20T — the q0d is the Midah of Ga’avah,
as the numeric values of the letters
increase, while, ant is the Midah of the
Anavah, as the numeric values of the
letters decrease. Bilam said, “Even if you
were to give me a house full of -anti qod - I
would not be able to do anything, small or
big” — he was saying that he cannot do
anything to Klal Yisroel: I cannot make
them have the improper Ga’avah, “big”
which Hashem despises, nor can I make
them have the improper Anavah, “small”
which causes one to despair from his
Avodas Hashem. (onax axY)

There is this great balance that
each person must strike, between being
exceedingly humble, yet at the same time
to have some sort of arrogance (Sotah 5a).
This minute arrogance is important in
each Yid knowing that he is so special to
Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Hakodosh
Boruch Hu is rooting for him to be a true
Oved Hashem, and to overcome his
obstacles, in what is called, “life.” One can
see things as small issues, or big issues,
but one must never lose focus on what he
is trying to accomplish. Bilam says that he
cannot get to Klal Yisroel through the
small or the big; he cannot uproot them
from the focus no matter what he will
throw at them, for Hakodosh Boruch Hu
said he cannot do so. Hakodosh Boruch
Hu is there for us — we just need to show
Him that we are there for Him — that we
truly want to serve Him, and then He will
not allow any harm to befall us in any way.
May we be Zoche to conquer all that is
small and big, and be true Ovdei Hashem.

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshete\@ﬁmail.com Thank you, Y. Schechter
—— -
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Zera

Shimshon

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel
Nachmani, was born in 5467
(1706/1707) into an illustrious
family ~with great Rabbinical
lineage. He studied the revealed and
concealed parts of the Torah by the
Torah greats of his day.

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa,
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was
recognized as a holy and pious
individual, as well as a tremendous
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah.
He passed away on the 6™ of Elul
5539 (1779).

His Seforim were named, Toldos
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the
Torah. In his introduction, he
explains that since his only son had
died during his lifetime, he wrote
his Seforim to perpetuate his own
memory after his passing.

The following is his passionate
request to learn his works.

“I implore of you with ten terms of
supplication to choose from my
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that
finds favor in your eyes, for your
learning will sooth my soul etc...
“This righteousness will stand by
you forever — to ‘eat’ in this world,
and be satiated in the next. In this
merit, Hashem will repay you with
children, health and sustenance.
“...and now my brothers and
friends etc. do a true kindness, and
with your eyes you will see children
and  grandchildren  surrounding
your table, houses filled with all
that is good, wealth and honor will
not cease from your children...”
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How good are your tents, Yaakov (24:5).

The Zera Shimshon asks that if Bila’am’s intention was to praise the
tents of Yaakov (the Batei Kenesi’os) why did he add the word i, how good
etc. why didn’t he just say it as a statement - The tents of Yaakov are good?

As well, why did Bila’am choose to refer to the Jewish people as
Yaakov?

The Zera Shimshon explains that the Mekubolim teach (Rikanti
Va’eschanan) that the secret of the Mezuza is that the word mu» becomes 1 m»
- death is removed, meaning that a structure with a Mezuza protects those
that are inside from death.

As well, the ‘inside’” of the word mwm is v which has the numerical
value of twenty six - the same numerical value as the name of Hashem (7).

The “outer” letters of mm are n» - death. Implying the name of Hashem
separates the » from the n and protects us from death.

Shuls - Batei Kenesi'os, are exempt from the obligation of placing a
Mezuza on their doorposts. This is because they are intrinsically places of life.
They therefore, do not need the Mezuza to save those in them from death.

When Bila’am said these words, “How good are your tents, Yaakov” he
was referring to the Batei Kenesi'os. This is why he said 1w 1 as opposed to
only 1w since the words 1w i have the numerical value as the word o -
life. They both equal sixty eight. This hints to the fact that the Batei Kenesi’os
are places of life.

This is also why he specifically chose to refer to the Jewish people by
the name Yaakov. The passuk says (Micha 7:20) apy*> sy, “Bestow truth to
Yaakov”. The word nnx has the same make-up as the word mnm. This is as
follows. The » and the n are clearly the same in both words. And the x is in
reality made up of two > and a 1. These letters have the numerical value of
twenty six - the same as the name of Hashem (7"71) which itself is also hinted
to in the word mni» as explained.

Since the trait of Yaakov is the trait of m»x, which has the same
properties as the word Mezuza, Bila’am used the name Yaakov since it is
most connected to what he was saying. (The words were in reality placed in
his mouth by Hashem as he himself told Balak.)

This also explains what the Gemara says (Ta’anis 5b) that Yaakov
Avinu did not die. Since Yaakov Avinu’s trait is the trait of mmx and the
properties of this word negate death (as explained above) therefore, Yaakov
Avinu did not die.

9150 13 7T s 1Y
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YOUR LOGO
HERE

FIRST/VCLASS |

LEASING

I TELETECH

SECURITY & COMMUNICATONS

UNLIMITEDISRAEL

ON ISRAEL’S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK

POMONA
ENTERPRISES CORP. YOUR AD HERE

Custom Home Builders
845-354-0018

www.POMONAENTERPRISES.com

WHAT s CHAYENU? ROCKLAND TRANSFERS BRI '
— Subscription-based daily Torah study — CAR SERVICE ENTER A NEW UNIVERSE
OF KOSHER ENTERTAINMENT

B as eighth grader Aryeh Rosen struggles with
: one of his greatest and most danuemus oo
ll'll sions...GETTING UP ON TIME!!

Get Your Chayenu

To get Chayenu delivered

to your home or office, visit , i
R ! Chayenu is portable - take it

with you and learn Torah on the

Also available on the app bus, train or plane, at work in the
store, Google play or on the office, whilst waiting in a line or
web at even when watching the kids play! ! .
Chayenu is globall Over 20,000 And Chayenu is for everyone - AR Res erve O nli ne
Jews, in more than 500 cities, in 35 the layman, business person,
countries - are being inspired daily, teacher and scholar - all in www.RocklandTransfers.com
through Torah learning in Chayenu. bite-size or in-depth format. 5 - .

Call / Text

HAVE QUESTIONS?

A auEsTioNs g (845) 288-8888 - Macﬂnmmcom l]u..ﬁ:!ﬂsmz ;



MPSS?@??%E @MﬂgNEF FILL OUT THE ONLINE FORM TO SUBSCRIBE:

Ramapost offers a weekly printed subscription to the following Divrei Torah:
Please fill out the online forrm at RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH to subscribe. We ask that
your free printed divrei torah be picked up every Friday at our Monsey (Rt 59) or Wesely Hills/Pomona location.
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Meoros Hatzadikkim  Sichat Hashavua Likutay Torah Oneg Shabbos Hitkashrut Ohr Chaim Torah
Dwvar Torah & (Hebrew) (English) (English) (Hebrew) (Hebrew) Wellsprings
Weekly Yahrzeits R’ Elimelech Biderman
(English) (English)

Ramapost.com/
meoros-hatzadikkim
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. RAM HATORAH

Compilation of Divrel Torah
- 11 1171«1 HH indaeein

DIVREI TORAH PRINTED & DISTRIBUTED BY RAMAPOST

MIZMOR
Loovin

winder Torab.”

ENGLISH 4 E COMING SOON: TN 1a1Y
DIVREI TORAH ALL NEW ORIGINAL CONTENT
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM

info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS =>



