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2 Torah Wellsprings

Parshas Vayigash

The Advantages ofBitachon

he Brisker Rav (the To encourage himself, the
Gri'z) zt'l| married into a Brisker Rav reviewedShaar
very wealthy family, and his HaBitachon from the Chovas
father-in-law gave him aanLevavos many timles. He
entire street in Warsaw forsaid, "I used to think that
his dowry. someone who owns a street in
o ~ Warsaw is wealthy. Now |
But this gift came along with khnow that someone who
many obligations (such asistydies Shaar HaBitachon
flndlng._ tenants,_ collectingtens of times is wealthy,
rent, hiring superintendents tqyecause no one in the world

maintain the houses etc.) angs happier than someone who
all this was taking him away has bitachon"

from Torah study. The

Brisker Rav decided he wouldWhen one hasbitachon he

hire an agent to sell all theshould feel in his heart as
houses for him. though Hashem is telling him

that everything will work out.
But then WWI began and theans the ~ Rabbeinu B'Chaya
Brisker Rav had to run away yites, s wnwaa pin 15 s

When he returned 10 WarsaWoaan nwm ymman, "One's heart is

the agent was no longer a“Vestrong with  his  trust in

The Brisker Rav went to theHashem, as if Hashem

government archives to see promised him."

what happened to his property.

He discovered that the agentf Hashem would promise

wasn't honest and had put theomeone that He will help

street with all its houses on hishim, the person would be
own name. very happy. He wouldn’t have
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any worries at all. That iscontinue doing so. There's no
how we should feel when we need to worry.

have bitachon It states, qpn b oo .5z

A person who lives with this (47:12)! The Divrei Yisrael
belief is definitely the happiestof Modzhitz zt'l| explained,
person in the world. on%, one'sparnassahapn w5, is
in accordance to how much
one looks up to Hashemy
means "looking." See
Megillah 14, "haman'").

A wagon driver once told
the Chofetz Chaim, "My
horse, which was my sole
source for parnassah died.
Now | don’'t know what will In a second explanation, the
be." Divrei Yisrael explainss5 onb

The Chofetz Chaim replied,qm means we should tru_st "
" Hashem for parnassah like
If your horse was your source , . .

children trust their parents to
of parnassah then | agree support them
with you that you should cry." PP '
But when one knows thatChildren are certain their
Hashem is our source ofparents will support them.
parnassah there is never They have no worries at all.
reason to panic. Hashem, whd@hat is how we should trust
supported you until now can in Hashent.

1. Literally this means that Yosef sent food to his brothers and to their
families based on how many children they had, and how many mouths
there was to feed.
2. The Sefer HaBris writes, "And now, wise reader, it isn't proper that
an intelligent person like yourself should toil so hard for parnassah.
Be strong in your bitachon, trust in Hashem, and He will support you... You
shouldn't be working from morning to night, putting your life in danger
traveling overseas or through forests... Certainly, you shouldn't seek
parnassah in forbidden ways, chas veshalom... But then again, one must
do something. As Chazal say, 'Perhaps a person can do nothing at all, and
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A priest once told the peopleand the Torah calls themas;,

of his town that they shouldn'tin singular tense, because
buy alcoholic beverages inthey served one G-d." We
Jewish bars. At that time, mostearn from this Rashi that
Yidden's parnassahwas from nws: are the goyim, andys:
krechmers bars, and the are the Yidden.

priest's decree jeopardize

their parnassah %e say thebrachahnws: xma

man. This is referring to the
One Shabbos, the Yeitav Lewgentiles, who are callechws:
zt'l came to that village. Onin plural. The brachah says
Motzei Shabbos, thethat Hashem created many
bartenders told him how theygentilesom, and they have
lost their parnassahbecause needs. The purpose isrnnb
the gentiles stopped buyingss om3, to give chiyus and
from them, by the priest'sparnassah for Yidden, who
orders. are calledvs:. But since in this
village, they aren’t helping
you in any way, they don't
have any reason to live.” After
saying this, a plague broke out
in that city, and hundreds of
gentiles died.

The Yeitav Lev replied, =
refers to the Yidden, anchws:
refers to Goyim. Because it
states (46:26),nxa1 wmn 53

3y, 'All the souls that
were coming with Yaakov...'
Rashi writes, 'Esav was onlyThe governor of the area
six people, and it statesws launched an investigation to
3, in plural tense, becausdind the source of the plague.
they served many gods.They investigators reported
Yaakov had seventy peopldhat the townspeople used to

still earn his livelihood? No. The Torah says, nwyn "wx 933, Hashem's
blessings are dependent on one's deeds.' Therefore, trust in Hashem, and
He will bless your efforts."
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drink alcoholic beverages,third time, wooxn oxn? The
which cleaned their systemsstudent told the Beis HalLevi
from bacteria. But lately, theyabout his business and
aren’t drinking so much, andfinancial success. The Beis
therefore they became ill. HalLevi replied, “Until now

The governor investigated th%%l:uéﬂd I—Tue V(‘j’gzts Habk:g;jge

reason they stopped buyln3—Iashem makes shidduchim

alcohol, ‘and when he hear and Hashem gives children
that the priest forbade them 9

from buying from Jewish bars,and parnassah But | didn't

: ask you that. | askedoxn
the governor called him to , ,
: : woonn, 'What do you do?' |
trial, and the priest was

ounished with death. wante_d to hear what you learn,

the mitzvos you perform, etc.,

What Do You Do? because that is what you do.

The Beis Halevi met one ofAnd you didn’t answer that
his students. The Beis Halevi question at all.”

said, "It is so long since I've

Seen youmoaNs own?'™ The sefer“Devarim Achadirh

explains that Yosef told his
The student replied thatbrothers (46:33),xp »
baruch Hashemhe's married, ommssy oowyn a8 mpn o5
and he told him where hetmy ™ mpn wiy, “When

lives... Pharaoh asks you ‘What do
The Beis HalLevi asked himyou do?” tell him that you
again, ooxn oxn?” are shepherds...” Yosef was

concerned that when Pharaoh
asks them what they do, they
will tell him about their
The Beis Halevi asked him aTorah and tefillah, because,

This time, the student told him
about his children.

3. Literally, wooxn oxn means, "What do you do?" It can also mean,
"What's new by you?"
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as the Bes Halevi clarified,rosh yeshivaof a large yeshiva

solely that is what man doesin London. He asked one of
Everything else Hashem doeghe students to collect money
But Yosef knew that Pharaohfor the yeshiva, because the
wouldn’t understand that, sofinancial situation of the

he told them to tell him yeshiva was very tight.

about their parnassah that _ _
they are shepherds. The bachur tried going
door-to-door, but he didn't

Nevertheless, Pharaoh couléarn any money. Some didn't
tell by their unenthusiasticanswer the door. Those who
response that their work asanswered said they give
shepherds isn’t what they trulytzedakalto other places. Some
consider as their achievementpeople insulted him. One
home had a sign, Shnorrers

Then Pharaoh spoke with and dogs prohibited.”

Yaakov, and Yaakov Avinu

said (47:9),mw »» v oy B The bachur returned to the

"n. He was bemoaning that h&/eshiva and sat down to study
didn't serve Hashem as muchrorah. He didn’'t want to tell

as he felt he should. Pharaolhe rosh vyeshiva that his

realized that he doesn't speakenture was a total failure.
the same “language” asthe rosh yeshivacalled for

Yosef's family. They have ahim, and said, “I have to thank
different idea of what is called  you for your efforts.”

accomplishing than he has. He

told Yosef, 75% wa pmwy a8, The bachurreplied, “There is
"Your family came to you, but nothing to thank me for. |
not to me, because they don’t  didn’'t do anything.”

understand me and | don’t . : .
understand them." The rosh yeshivaeplied, "We

do ourhishtadlus and Hashem
After the World War 1l, Reb sends thebrachah You made
Moshe Shneiderzt’l was the hishtadlus and a wealthy
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person just promised to giveshould he be there? The Sfas
the yeshiva 25 sterling! (whichEmes  Berzhan, Noach
was a lot of money in thoseexplains, “People are very
days. (Told by Reb Moshebusy making a living, and it
Shternbuch  Shlita, Taam is hard for them to focus on
v'Daas vol.1, p.206). the truth that everything is by
Hashem’s hashgachah
The Gemara Taanis 22) Eliyahu is in the market
implies that Eliyahu HaNavi place to inspire people to
is in the marketplace. Why remember this."

Judging Others Favorably

There are times we think(45:3), mip5 vax 30 85 qor
someone is against us, cruehsn %m0 N, 'l am Yosef...
to us, etc. but it is very The brothers weren't able to
possible that we are seeingeply because they were
things incorrectly. If we could frightened from him." The
see matters correctly, weMaharal translates the words,
might see that it was all justman ©ma o, literally: "They
a misconception. were frightened by higace"+

They saw a new face, a new

Yosef's brothers realized thalggef. They saw him now, for
they misjudged him, and that {he first time, as he truly is.
frightened them. They used to

think Yosef was arodef who At first, the brothers thought

wanted to harm them, and felty0Sef was arodet someone
it was within their rights to Who desires to harm them.

sell him as a slave. But now they saw that they
erred. Yosef could have
But then Yosef told themeasily harmed them because

4. Because if the pasuk means that they were afraid of him, it would
say, 1mn Yy .



8 Torah Wellsprings - Vayigash

he was the ruler of Mitzrayim We too, often err when we
and they were at his mercyjudge people. They often have
The brothers realized theya very different "face" than
were mistaken, and werehow we perceive them.
frightened by the magnitudeAcknowledge this folly and

of their error. start judging people favorably.

The Power of Resolve

In this week's parashah and then Yaakov agreed to
Yehudah explained to Yosef send him.

why he's pleading for . : .
Binyamin more than the Other\é\gr?\//inocl:lg Y\?::Sg/h S topm;nelﬁg
brothers. Yehudah saidjay »

o Binyamin? If Yehudah failed
n o 3, "It is because your .

in the mission, Yaakov would
servant guaranteed the lad... :
(44:32). have even greater distress

Rashi explains. "If vou wil because Binyamin will be lost
P L y and also Yehudah will be in
ask why I'm pleading for . .
: : niduy (banned). How did
Binyamin more than all the , .
Yehudah's words convince

others? They aren't so _ /
?
connected, but | am bound, Yaakov to send Binyamin?

with a strong knot, to be The Avnei Nezerzt'| explains
banned from both worlds [if | that every person has amazing
don’t return with Binyamin]." strengths within him. It is
known and documented that
As it states in last week'speople have  outstanding
parashalh  Yehudah told capabilities during
Yaakov (43:9),w uawpx o emergencies. Even a weak
R TON YPNOR N> o wwpan  person can perform deeds that
oen 55 7 cnwem e, "l will  the strongest people in the
be his guarantor.... If | don't world can't do. People are
return him... to you, | will known to lift cars, jump from
be in sin before you forever'great heights and run far
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distances, when they are irl19:106), w5 ey npaws
danger. They find strengthsypas wown, "I swore... to keep
they previously didn’'t know Your mitzvos..."

they had. Those powers Were, v does the mpaw

always in them, they just came help a
ways in them, ey Jd person keep the mitzvos? One
to the fore in the time of need.

Is obligated to do the mitzvos
Yehudah accepted on himsel[.,eforeg the shevuah so how

a ban, aniduy, if he fails to does swearing help?
return with Binyamin. When

Yaakov heard this, he knewThe answer is, success is
that Yehudah will succeed independent on how sincerely
bringing Binyamin back home.one desires to do the deed.
A niduy is a very serious The stronger the resolve, the
matter. It meant that Yehudarpreater the chances are of his
would be banned from theSuccess. — The  stringent
yeshivah shel maalals well obligation to uphold ashvuah

(as the Gemara says iBotah increases one’'s resolve and
7). Since Yehudah's futurethereby ensures that he will

was at stake, Yaakov knew

that he will use all his When Yaakov heard that
revealed and latent powers toyehudah was daring himself
achieve his goal. And indeedwith a niduy, he understood
he succeeded. that his resolve was firm, and
he will succeed in returning

Similarly, it states Tehillim with Binyamin.

mnyy - Focus on the Present

Chazal say nmpv refers to and depresses them.
teshuvah When one doesFurthermore, thinking about
teshuvah it is important to the past errors, generally
focus onnmyy, the present. causes those errors to be
repeated in the future.
The past pulls people downTherefore, the path for

perform the mitzvos.
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teshuvahis nnmy, to focus on Rather, nmyy, think about the
making the present better angresent, »=xpn 5w, and don't
to forget the past. be sad.*

Yosef told his brothers (45:5)

'One bachur was very
WoooMpa M SN wEpn S8 Ann

" .. disheartened by thaveiroshe
mn R onop, "and now, don’t

be sad, and don't let this angecomm'tted’ and he spoke with

ou, that you sold me here the Leiv Simchah (of Gurytl
Yo Y """ about it. The Leiv Simchah

Rebbe Yechezkel of Shinowvtold him that according to the
zt'l says that Yosef told them,Ramban, Yaakov Avinu never
wepn 5% anp. "Don’t rebuke found out how Yosef ended up
yourselves for selling me, andn Mitzrayim. Yaakov never

don't dwell on the past,asked Yosef, and Yosef never
because that will only holdtold him. Because the past isn't
you back from improving. important. What was, was.

5. Rebbe Shalom of Koidenov zt'| said that teshuvah must be with a
broken heart (maw» 2%) but not with depression (maxy). The difference
between a broken heart and depression is that when one has a broken
heart, he feels that he is worse than everyone in the world. When one is
depressed, he is angry at the entire world.
The hint is in this week's parashah. Yosef told his brothers, 1axyn 5x anwn
oorya A YN, if you won't have atzvus, then you won't be angry with others.
The Beis Aharon zt'l once rebuked his son, and told him to be happy. The
son asked, "Why do you rebuke me specifically about being happy? There
are so many other things that | do wrong?"
The Beis Aharon replied, "All other aveiros and bad middos, you know that
they are bad, and you will eventually repent. But people don’t recognize
how severe atzvus is, and how it draws a person down into the mud.
Therefore, | rebuke you specifically in this regard.”
The Beis Aharon said, "Atzvus isn't an aveirah, but it pulls people down
more than the greatest aveirah. Simchah isn't a mitzvah, but it raises a
person higher than the greatest mitzvah."
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What's important is to makefocus on the present, rather

the future better. than to mope over the past. If

_ _ _they moped or were distraught

The Lev Simchah advised thispat they caused this person's
bachur to ignore the past, geath, they wouldn’t have the
because what was, was, angijinower to bury him. they
the path ofteshuvahis amn, 10 \youid live their entire life

make the future better.  \ith a guilty conscience that
The Yerushalmi Pe'ah 8:8) they caused someone's death.
OIBut because they focused on
Reish Lakish went to bathe in"at Ehe'[)r/\ cag. do atj tt?]et
the hot springs of Teveria,preﬁeg’l ?y flscovere di
and met with a pauper askind'® "ad P€nty of money, and |
asn't their fault that he died.

for a donation. They said,_l_h. torred o di
"When we return from the > Pauper preferred to die

baths, we will give you." than to spend his own money.

When they returned, the . ‘
pauper was already dead. H& StAeS (47:8-99x myo

died from hunger. Reb™ ™2 = 11T n W TR 3Py
: .00 opm owpn, "Pharaoh asked
Yochanan and Reish Lakis , :
o . : : aakov, 'How old are you?
said, "We didn’'t merit taking :
Yaakov replied... they are few
care of you when you were "
: . and bad years...
alive, we will take care of you

now, after your death. There are thirty-three words in

When they were preparing himthese twopesukim and Chazal
for burial, they found a wallet tell us that Yaakov Avinu died

filed with money on his body. When he was thirty-three years

younger than his father
The Lev Simchah of Guet'l Yitzchak because he
spoke about this episode, andomplained before Pharaoh.
said that it demonstrates how(Yitzchak lived until 180 and
the holy Amoraim would Yaakov until 147.)
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Not all the words of the will train ourselves to focus on

pesukim were  Yaakov's. the present, and to let bygones

Among them is Pharaoh'she bygones, it will be easier

guestion, "How old are you?"for us to live without

complaining, and to live

happily without appearing old
and worn out.

Why was Yaakov punished for
Pharoah's words too?
The Mefarshim answer that

Pharaoh -~ was ~shocked byI'he Divrei Chaim of Tzanz

Yaakov’'s elderly appearance, , o
. 'l once said: "It states
and this caused Pharaoh to as . _
Vayikra 6:6), 5 70 mn wa

him his age. Yaakov explaine . .
m3on 85 namn. This means a fire

to him that he isn't so old,
N to serve Hashem should
only the tzaros of his life ) .
: always be burningnama 5p, in
made him age early. Yaakov_ | :
) ,one's heartaaon 85, even if he
was punished for Pharaoh’'s . : )
! . committed sins, those sins
question because his o :
appearance prompted it shouldn’t dlscc_)urag(_e him, and
" cool off his fire and
Yaakov was punished forinspiration. He should
complaining, and for continue serving Hashem.
appearing old. What lessoriJpholding the Torah is

can we take from this? If we dependent on this attitude."

Kibud Av ve'Em

Targum  Yonoson (46:29) Yosef was supposed to live
writes that when Yaakov metuntil 120, but since his father
with Yosef, he didn't realize bowed to him, he was niftar
that it was Yosef. He thought at 110.

it was a king or a

high-ranking officer, so heln contrast, someone who
bowed down to him. Becauséionors his parents will merit
he bowed to Yosef, Yosef lostarichus yamim a long and

years of his life. prosperous life.
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The pasuk (46:29) statesb» ruling like a king, his heart
Ty MW op A rwy Sy, "Yosef became filled with love and
fell on his father's neck, andfear to Hashem, and he saw
he cried on his neckhow Hashem's ways are good
copiously." According to the and perfect, and that He gives
Targum Yonoson, Yosef wasgood reward for those who
crying because he lost years ofear Him. It is the way of the
his life. righteous that when something
good happens to them, they
didn’t fall on Yosef's neck and attach themselves to Hakadosh

e . Baruch Hu because of the
he didn't kiss hw_n. Chazal Sf,aygood and truth that Hashem
that he was saying Shema.

DR .~ did with them. The Shema

The question is, if it was time iscusses Hashem's  kingship
to say the Shema, why wasn"fI
Yosef  savin Shema aand oneness, and our love to
well7s ying ’ Him. It was proper to say
The. Maharal Gur Aryeh Shema when Yosef came to

: , _y him, after all the distress he
answers that it wasn't time to

read Shema, rather Yaakmpad suffered the past. He

Avinu's heart was filled with merited seeing Yosef as king,
and he loved Hakadosh
love of Hashem, and he

wanted to take the opportunityEiar::UChanFéu \r/]\(/aho a?:lge;?;l foorn

0 exs:;/?nsg thk:z ;gcr):::.ns byhimself Hashem's kingship,
and to love and fear Hashem.

As the Maharal writes, "WhenThis is a correct explanation,

Yaakov saw his son Yoseffor those who understand.”

Rashi writes, "But Yaakov

6. The Maharal writes, "They ask, why didn't Yosef say Shema, since

this was the time for Shema? It is difficult (a dochek) to answer that
Yosef read the Shema earlier or later, because those who are zariz (swift
with the mitzvos) they all say Shema at the same time."
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The Steipler zt'l (Birchas in Eretz Yisrael. He asked his
Peretz Vayigash asks that rebbe, Reb Eizik Sherzt'
also according to thiswhether he should devote
commentary we don’t himself to helping his parents
understand why Yosef didn'tget settled; it would take away
say Shema. Although it wasn'at least two weeks from his
the time to say Shema, Yosef learning in yeshiva.
should have expressed his love . .
to Hashem by saying Shema',:zeb Eizik Sher didn't know
as his father was doing. the answer, because the

Shulchan Aruch HaRav says

The Steipler zt| answers thahal someone  who  has

Yosef was doing the mitzvahPotential to succeed in Torah
of kibud av ve'em and it shouldn’'t stop studying, not
wasn't time for him to be €ven to perform mitzvos that

involved in any other activity. N© One else can do, other than

Yaakov was allowed to use thd!™M:, and this bachur had
opportunity to express his lovePotential to become great in
and fear to Hashem, but Yosef 0rah. (Indeed, today he is
had to focus on the mitzvah at ~ One of thegedolim)

hand — the mitzvah okibud Rep Eizik advised him to ask
av.veem the Chazon Ish ztl. The

. bach bachur asked the Chazon Ish
In n"wn a bachurcame to Eretz his question (without

Yisrael by himself. His paremsmentioning the Shulchan

arrived two years later, imwn.  A¢ch HaRay. The Chazon
The bachurwanted to help his Ish replied, "It is natural that a

parents find a place to live andypjiy should do this for his
to help them flnqlparpassah parents” s meps  Vol.2
because by this time the p.184).

bachur already learned the
language and he knew theReb Yaakov Halperin zt'l
culture, and how things worknoticed that a greattalmid
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chachamin Eretz Yisrael was and added, "Hakadosh Baruch
sad, and he asked him aboulu has enough reward to
that. The talmid chacham give both to you and also to
replied that his parents justReb Yaakov..." ¥~ wyn Vol
came from Lodz, and he has 2. p.181).
to support them. But he
hardly has money for himself, There is this famous story of
and he doesn't have moneyp father who wrote a letter to
for his parents. his son who was learning in
Reb Chaim Brisker's yeshiva
Reb Yaakov Halprin replied,that he wants him to return
"I will support your parents, home. The student asked Reb
but on condition that | will Chaim Brisker what he should
earn the reward for thedo, because his father didn't
mitzvah." attach money for the trip. Reb
The talmid chacham didn't Chaim told him, "You aren't
know how to respond. Heobligated to pay for the trip
didn’t want to lose reward for home, but that doesn’t exempt
the mitzvah. "l need to think it you from your obligation to
over," he replied. walk home, because walking
doesn’t cost money..."
He asked the Chazon Istt'l.
The Chazon Ish told him,Reb Shlomo Klugerzt'| wrote
"What's the question? Ofin a letter to his son, Reb
course, you should accept Revraham Shmuel Binyamin
Yaakov's offer. And if you Z'l, "My dear son, why isn't
lose the reward for theyiras shamayim upon you?
mitzvah, so you lose it. Know, When you write a letter to me
one must be ready to evenwith chidushei Torajy send a
jump into Gehinom to honorgreeting to your mother, and
one's parents." do the mitzvah ofkibud em
From now on, send a greeting
Then the Chazon Ish smiled to your mother..."
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Yesurim - for one's benefit

In a concentration camp, Relbrhat is how Reb Efraim’s life
Efraim Shwartz z'l| was was saved.

standing in line together WlthOften matters seem bad, but

hunqlreds of other Yidden. Rebthey are really the beginning
Efraim saw that the extremely something very good.

thin were sent to the left, andrpere are several examples of
those who had some flesh this principle.

(albeit minimal) were sent to

the right. Reb Efraim was thin, The Gemara Erachos 60:)
all skin and bones. When ittalks about someone’s field
was his turn, he took a deeﬁhat was flooded and all his

breath and put out his chest tfmps were ruined. But now

appear healthy, but the Naz is field is irrigated and

signaled him to the left. Rebberal'zed’ and it t\;:”” produce
Efraim fell before the Nazi, o o' crops In the upcoming

and cried and pleaded beforé/\?:rrs' ‘Q;z’ dmhaa Wgz’ejot'f:?mng
him. He even stamped his feet y g PP '

as a child, to no avail. He wasThe Amud HaAvadoh told the
sent to the left. following story: Farmers who

That situation turned to be forraise livestock — like cattle and
his benefit. A few hours laterhorses — know that they must
he heard that whoever wagrepare plenty of hay ahead of
sent to the right was killed. time, during the fall season. In
The Americans were the winter the earth is frozen,
approaching, and the Nazié:overgd with snow, there is no
wanted to kill as many YiddenNay n the f|ellds, and the
as possible. They killed the animals can't pasture.

healthier Yidden first, One rancher owned one
assuming that the weaker onelBundred oxen, and he stored

will die on their own. away hay for them. After
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Succos, fifty oxen died. Heleads to the next aliyah
said that it was for the best.(ascent). The wise view every
Eventually, he saw that it wasdescent as a step towards the
indeed so. He accidentallynext ascent. They aren't
only prepared sufficient hayfrightened by the difficulties
for fifty oxen. If he had one they endure in life, because
hundred oxen, he would haveahey know something very
used up all the fodder in thegood will happen to them,
middle of the winter, and thenbecause of these events. Yosef
all one hundred of themwas hinting to his father that
would die from hunger. Fifty although they are going down
oxen died, so fifty could to Mitzrayim, and that this
survive the winter. His lossexile is the beginning of all
was for his benefit. future exiles, nevertheless, it is
an ascent. As it statespn
mN NS LLmoapn, the purpose
of the descent iswv5 to rise
up to higher levelsapy mm nm
oman, Yaakov's spirits were
raised. He Dbelieved that
goodness would emerge from
his descent.

It states (45:27)%pn Ny 8M

MM N N PNYS [or Mo wN

oman 39y, “He saw the wagons
that Yosef sent to carry him,
and Yaakov's spirit was
rejuvenated.” The  Shem
MiShmuel (p.299) explains
thatmy comes from the word
Srp, round, alluding to a We say,op 5 o%%unmn o v
wagon’s round wheels. Thepep, “Your  compassion
wheel goes down, but then itshould "roll" onto your holy
goes back up again. Eachation.” | heard from aalmid
yeridah (descent of the wheel)chacham that we are

7. The Gemara (Kiddushin 26) discusses a pin that has a diamond

inserted on the top. This type of jewelry reminds us that sometimes
there is a pin that pricks and hurts, but there's a diamond there. Right now
matters don't seem to be good for you, but you may discover a diamond.
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requesting that the wheels thahardships ofgalus The Kii
turned down should "roll" Yakar explains that Hashem
back up again, and everythingvas telling Yaakov that he
should become good for theshouldn't fear the afflictions of
Jewish nation. galus because they will turn
around for his benefit. As it
states $hemosl:12), w» w
ma 10w, “As they afflicted
them, so did they increase...”

It states (46:2), opbx A
T NN 5N LL90n mNama SNed
oW opewN o b o e,
"Hashem said to Yisrael
(Yaakov Avinu) in a vision at The Be’er Mayim Chaimzt'l
night... Don’t be afraid to go (nam =mx w nm) lists four
down to Mitzrayim, because Ireasons for afflictions
will make you into a great (yesurin). [1] To increase
nation there..." Both nighttimeone’s portion in  Olam
and dreams signify theHaba® [2] Yesurim liberates

8. Yesurim are a quick way to become close to Hashem, but one has
to know how to accept the yesurim properly.

We will express this with a mashal:

The purpose of a car is to help people get to their destination quicker. A

car is a much faster means of commuting than walking. Nevertheless, one

must know how to drive a car, and one must know the rules of the road.

Otherwise, he might cause more harm than good.

The nimshal is Hashem gives tests and challenges. If one accept them in

the right way, he will become close to Hashem through them. But if he

doesn't react to the challenges properly, it will distance him from Hashem.

David HaMelech said (Tehillim 49:5), snn 752 nnox, "l will tell my riddle

with my harp ..." but this chapter doesn'’t tell any riddles.

Reb Yohonoson Eibshitz zt'l said that a great riddle is found in this chapter.

It discusses the riddle of the world, that we see some people becoming

wealthy and successful, while others don't share this same fate. Why do

people suffer? What is the purpose of pain and distress?

The answer is 02, The decibel of a harp (and all string instruments) is
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him from being punished inwhen the good comes to the
Gehinom: [3] It is a person it first appears bad to
wake-up call, rousing peoplehim. But with time, he will see
to teshuvah [4] The fourth that it was good. He will
reason foryesurim (which is discover a great favor
the topic of our discussion)hgppened to him. This

good will come from this

bad. It looks bad now, but itthe Beer Mayim Chaim
is the beginning of somethingg|ifies that initially he will
very good. say, nm§n 1 M2 because
The Be’er Mayim Chaim presently it is bad for him.
elaborates on this fourth pointBut eventually, when matters
He writes, “Sometimes,turn around and become
Hashem decrees good, andood, he will say,awn ma

dependent on how strong one pulls on the strings. Similarly, hardships
stretches us, ripens us, and makes us better people.
9. The Be'er Mayim Chaim elaborates, "One moment in Gehinom is
much worse than all punishments of this world. Because punishments
of this world are for the body, while the punishments of Gehinom are for
both the neshamah and for the body... Chazal say that our fire is 1/60th
of the fire of Gehinom. Everyone understands the great pain of being
thrown into fire of this world, we can only imagine the intense fire of
Gehinom. Therefore, a thousand punishments in this world is certainly
better for him than one punishment in Gehinom." Thus, the yesurim in this
world are beneficial, because suffering here, saves us from much greater
suffering there.
10. The Be'er Mayim Chaim explains that Hashem could have given him
goodness without dressing it in yesurim. Everything is by hashgachah
pratis. Apparently, he needed the yesurim to free him from his sins. But in
retrospect, one can look back and see that even the hardships was a step
in the good that Hashem was giving him.
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»am, thanking Hashem fordescend to Mitzrayim ‘in iron
His kindness! ropes,' as a slave (see Shabbo:s

89:) but now he was brought

to Mitzrayim with honor,

summoned by Yosef, the king
of Mitzrayim.

The Be’er Mayim Chaim
shows that Yaakov Avinu's
suffering when Yosef was
away for twenty-two years is

an example of this concept. AS‘Therefore, it was now time
the Be'er Mayim Chaimfsr vyaakov to say the
writes,  “Yaakov  suffered prachah swem 2wn to thank
immensely for twenty-two Hashem for the twenty-two
years when Yosef was takefears of affliction, because
away from him..» But this pow he sees that that curse

affliction turned around andpecame a blessing, with very
proved to be very beneficial. great benefits.

Yosef became the king of

Mitzrayim, and he supportedTherefore, it states (46:1jm

Yaakov and his family during pny» vax 985 o, “Yaakov

the famine. Furthermore,sacrificed to the G-d of his
Yaakov was destined tofather, Yitzchak.” Specifically

11. The Be'er Mayim Chaim teaches:

It states (Tehillim 118:21), myvwy *5 »nm »nmy > 1K, "l praise You
Hashem because You afflicted me, and | had a salvation." It begins with
nnmy D TN, thanking Hashem for the affliction with the brachah 11 M2
maxia. And concludes, mywy *5 sam, thanking Hashem with 2wnm 20 12
for the salvation that came from it.

The Be'er Mayim Chaim gives another explanation: »nmy »» 9nK, if a person
will praise Hashem for his afflictions, because he believes they are for his
benefit (to free him from sin, or for some other reason), aww " »m, this
emunah will turn the affliction around, and it will become the beginning of
something very good for him.

12. To atone for the twenty-two years he didn't practice kibud av ve’em

(see Megillah 17).
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Yitzchak's name is mentionedHe teaches this lesson from
because Yitzchak representthe pasuk(46:4), .y 7w D
harsh judgmentmidas hadin »p 5y v e 5om, “l will go
Now Yaakov thanked Hashendown with you [to
for the midas hadin because Mitzrayim]... and Yosef will
he saw how even what heplace his hand over your
thought was bad was a stegyes.” What does it mean

bringing him immense that  Yosef  will  cover
goodness. Yaakov's eyes?
Spiritual Gains The Meshech Chachmahn"{

Yidden's primary desire is to) 'Si) writes, Yaa_kov r'nay
earn spiritual gains, to becomg‘ave been wondering, "Why
closer to Hashem, to lear shpuld_ | 9o d(.)W” o
more Torah, to perform more |tzrqy|m? tht W'.” come
mitzvos, to do chesed with from it? How will this t:_)rlng
others, etc. Often, thgesurim _to my shelelmus’
we go through seem to prevenPerf(.aCt'on’ n Hashem's
us from accomplishing ourserwce’? Hashem told
goals. We think, wouldn’t it be Ayraham to go to FEretz
better if we didn't have all Yisrael, the chosen land... But
theseyesurim so we can servewhy .ShO,U|d 9o _to
Hashem better? Mitzrayim?' Hashem replied,
aom, the story that happened
Bederech  Tzachuys the with Yosef,7»p 5 v ner, will
Meshech Chachmah showslose your eyes so you won't
that Yaakov Avinu was ask questions on Hashem's
wondering what spiritual gainhashgachah. Yosef became
could possibly come from histhe ruler of Mitzrayim, and
galusto Mitzrayim. from his position he taught

13. Bederech Tzachus means not the literal meaning of the pesukim, but
it is a true lesson we glean from the pesukim
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and influenced the Egyptiangosition Yosef accomplished
to live with righteousness. Letso much. As the Meshech
this story close your eyes saChachmah writes, he
you won't ask questions, andnfluenced the entire country
SO you won't try to understandwith true ideals. Hashem told
Hashem’s hashgachah We Yaakov that this story should
say this commentarpederech enable him to close his eyes
tzachus’ and to rely Dblindly on
Hashem's hashgachah and
Yosef might have alsoplan. It seems like no spiritual
wondered what good can comgains will come from it, but
from being separated from higemember what happened to
holy father and brothers,Yosef and know that very
brought to live alone amonggood things, even (great
idol worshippers and sinnersspiritual gains, will come from
in Mitzrayim. But from that your exile in Mitzrayim

14. Shulchan Aruch (61:5) states, “The custom is that one should cover
his eyes with his hand when saying the first pasuk of Shema, so he
won't look at matters that interfere with his concentration.” This implies that
one covers his eyes and he says, “Even when | don’t understand, | close
my eyes and believe that everything is for my good.
When he covers his eyes he says Tnx ' wpYx ‘. This implies that also
the attribute of kindness, which is represented by the name 71, and also
the attribute of Hashem'’s strict justice, represented by 1rpbx, are both Tnx
— from the One Hashem, and they are both for our benefit. | close my eyes,
because | don't understand how. | believe without seeing and without
knowing how, but everything is for my good.
When Yosef met with Yaakov he fell on his father and cried. Rashi (46:29)
writes, “But Yaakov didn’t fall on Yosef's neck, and he didn't kiss him.
Chazal say that he was saying Shema.” We can explain that when he met
with Yosef, he recognized how all the bad and strife he endured were all
for the good. Therefore, he considered this an ideal time to announce, 'n
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Hashem is Always with Us will also go out.” In these

The Kli Yakar teaches thatWords, the implication is the
Hashem promised Yaakov thaPPPoSite: First Hashem will
every moment the Yidden will PTing Yaakov's family out of
be in Mitzrayim, Hashem will Mitzrayim, and then Hashem

be there with them. They will Will leave. The result is that
never be in Mitzrayim alone.Whenever the Jewish nation
Hashem will come toWll ~be in  Mitzrayim,
Mitzrayim before them, angHashem will be there with
Hashem will leave afterthem, so they will never be
Yaakov and his family leaves. ~ &lone in Mitzrayim.

In that way, they won't be a
moment in Mitzrayim without

Hashem's presence.

The KIli Yakar compares this
to someone who is about to
swim in very deep water, but
The Kli Yakar proves this he is afraid to be there alone.
from the pasuk(46:2), 7w =% So, he asks an expert swimmer
Moy oo Popx o e e, "l to go into the water before
will go down to Mitzrayim him, and to leave after him, so
with you and | will take you every moment he will be in
out, and | too will leave." the deep water his partner will
be there to save him.
Similarly, Hashem promised
that he will come to Mitzrayim
before them and leave after
them, so they will never be
there alone.

It first says Tw =, that

Hashem will go down to

Mitzrayim, and then it states

Ty, with you. This means

Hashem will go to Mitzrayim
first.

Moy oy Pyx 0w, “l will bring  Even when going through
you out of Mitzrayim, and | hard times, Hashem is always

TR 11 1pYK, that even those matters that seem to be from 1wpYx, Hashem’s
attribute of strict justice, were all Hashem’s kindness.
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with us. We are never alonegexiled to Bavel, theShechinah
we are never abandoned, was with them...”

because even afflictions ar
for our benefit eI'he Mgshech Chachma_h adds
that this is the translation of

The Meshech Chachmatihe pasuk(Tenhillim 20), '

teaches this lesson from thé" P78 2w Jawr mw ov3, even
pasuk (46:2), Sxwd opow v WHEN you are going through a

bbn mwws, “Hashem spoke ™™ & hard times, recognize
Hashem will answer

with Yaakov in a vision at that
night." The Meshech Your tefillos, because Hashem

Chachmak writes. np IS with you. 3ppr oo qaw, the

reference to Avraham andSioy that happened with
Yitzchak, the Torah never tellsY@@kov Avinu will lift your
us about a prophecy at night, spirits and encourage you.
but by Yaakov (in this week's  gyerything is for the Good
parashahh and also in - Q) v
Vayeitzei28:11-12) the Torah It states {eh'”'m 23:3), 3

P Yopma, “He leads me in a
tells about Yaakov Avinu’'s ”

ood way.” »n» can be read

prophecies at night. Both thes?qorwar ds or backwards (a
times, Yaakov Avinu was

about to go down tochutz palindrome). Because even

le'aretz Hashem came to himWhen everything seems to be

at night to show him that evengOing In the wrong direction,

at night, which signifies the It is alwgys, P 3y e,
Hashem is leading us in the

darkness of galus the best wavs

Shechinahwill reside with the ys.

Jewish nation. As ChazalThe Gemara Rosh Hashanah

(Megillah 29) say, 'They were 18) states, “The Yevanim

15. Reb Yechezkel Abramsky zt'l very much appreciated this vort from
the Meshech Chachmah, and he would repeat it each year parashas
Vayigash, to whomever visited him that Shabbos.
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forbade the Jewish people tdoan to survive. The trick is to
say Hashem’s name. When théelieve even then that
Chashmonaim won the wargeverything is led by Hashem,
they made atakanah that for his benefit.
Hashem’s name should be

written  even in  legal Sometimes we don't see
documents. They would write,anything good coming from
‘In year such-and-sucfys srvb  the yesurim yet we believe
wop 5785 Sv, to Yochanan, the that it was for our benefit. As
cohen gadolfor the exalted the Be'er Mayim Chaim
G-d.” The chachamim heard explained, they either bring us
about this and were displeased:loser to Hashem, or free us
They said, ‘When the debt isfrom punishment in Gehinom,
paid, theshtar (document) will or arouse us tateshuvah or
be thrown into the garbage andhey are the first step of
it will be a disgrace for something very goodYesurim
Hashem’s name.’ Theyare always for our benefit.
therefore annulled this law.”  They are never negative.

We can ask, they could havelhe Chofetz Chaim teaches:
written Hashem’s name onYosef's brothers didn’t
money. (As in America, “In understand why so many
G-d we trust.”) There is nohardships were befalling them.
fear that the money will be The viceroy of Mitzrayim was
thrown in the garbage, becausepeaking harshly to them,
people don't throw out money.suspecting them of spying, and
afterwards for theft, Shimon
We can answer: It isn'twas imprisoned, and Binyamin
difficult to believe in Hashemwas at risk of being
when you have money. Themprisoned as well. But then
trick is to believe in HashemYosef told his brothers (45:3)
when you don’t have moneyqaor ux, “I am Yosef!” and all
and you need to take out a their questions disappeared.
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The Chofetz Chaim writes thatYisrael until the cure is first
Yidden in this longgalus of prepared." Every yesurim
two thousand years also havaelready has a yeshuah
many questions. There are sprepared, but one doesn'’t see,
many matters that don’'t seenmand one doesn’t find it, until
to make sense to them. But the the right time comes.

day will come when Hashem

will announce,n »%, and then The Yismach Yisrael
all their questions will be (Vayigash 2) says that it often
resolved. They will understandhappens that a person is

how each episode igaluswas looking for something and
for their benefit. then he sees that it was right

_ . next to him, all along.
It we live presently with gimjjarly, when a person is
emunahthat =7 a8, we will be waiting for a yeshuah
able to live with joy in the gometimes the salvation is all

present, too. prepared for him and he just

Even when going throughhas to open his eyes to
hard times, Hashem is withrecognize its At first the

us, because everything is fogalvation is concealed from
our good. him, because Heaven wanted

this yesurim should continue
Everything in its Destined Time  {o, 3 certain period of time,
Chazal Megillah 13:) say, but when the time is up he
"Hakadosh Baruch Huimmediately finds what he was
doesn’t Dbring injury onto looking for.

16. The Yismach Yisrael bases this lesson on the following Midrash
(Bereishis Rabba 53:14):

"Everyone is blind until Hakadosh Baruch Hu opens their eyes. As it states

(Bereishis 21:19) ‘Hashem opened [Hagar's] eyes and she saw there was

a well..." The salvation can before a person, but he won't see it until the

time comes, and Hashem opens up your eyes.
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This happened to Yosef'snilah. The answer is, when

brothers. They enteredthe time was ripe everything
Mitzrayim through twelve made sense, and they knew it
different gates because they was Yosef.

were searching for Yosef (see _
Rashi Bereishis42:13). They '0Sef told his brothers (45:9),
were very motivated to find T IS TN BN 138 O 0 1
him and bring him home. Yet, S 737 V&0 opox wow aov 13,

when they stood before Yosef, Uy and go up to my father

they didnt consider that@nd tell him, ‘So says your

perhaps the ruler standin?r?n’ljosef- Hashem made me
before them was Yosef. They"€ King over Mitzrayim...

heard that the viceroy of 1€ told thewm, to hurry. It
Mitzrayim was once a slave Was certainly proper to hurry
but it didn't dawn on them t© tell their father that Yosef

that perhaps this was theitV@S alive. Yaakov Avinu
brother. This is because thesuffered all these years, and it
time wasn’t ripe yet Even Would be achesedand kibud

when Yosef told his brothers, 2V t© tell him as quickly as
NN DTSR WM DO e UM possible that Yosef was alive

aes, ‘I am Yosef your and well.

brother whom you sold tONevertheless, Yosef said
Mitzrayim...” the Midrash (45:24) 9v2 wnn %, and
(938) states that they didn’tRashi exp|ainsﬂynog 10BN 58
believe him. Therefore s 5 This  means  they

o wme ond, “He showed ghouldn't return home  with

them that he has bris milah’ extra-large strides.
(see Rash) and then they
believed him. The Imrei Emeszt'l explains

that Yosef was telling them
The Yismach Yisrael asks,that although they should go
how is milah a sign that he home quickly, they shouldn’t
iIs Yosef? Arabs also dorush excessively. This is
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because everything has itsncluding the court of Rebbe
time. There is a pre-destinedBunim of Pshischa. The
time when Yaakov will hear Kotzer Rebbe saw witliuach

the good news that Yosef ishakadoshthat Berke was ill

alive, and it is impossible to and neededefillos.

tell him that news earlier than

the time destined from Above.A group of Kotzker chassidim
Though they should rushimmediately hitched a wagon
home, there is no reason t@nd set off to Warsaw, to tell
rush extraordinarily. It will the Chidushei HaRim of Gur
anyway be impossible to getzt'l| and other tzaddikim, to
home before the time planned daven for Berke.

by Hashem.
Soon after they set out, one of

Related to this point, the Beisthe wagon wheels broke. They
Yisrael zt'l repeated thesaid this is from theyetzer
following story he heard from hara, trying to prevent them
the chassid Reb Ben Tziorfrom doing this important
Ostraverzt’l. Reb Ben Tzion mitzvah. So they fixed the
said that he witnessed thavheel and continued on their
story in Kotzk, when this way. Then one of the horses
story happened. died, but they continued on.
When they came to
Chassidim were studying inSakranovitz one of the
the Kotzker Rebbe’st'| beis chassidim became critically ill.
medresh when suddenly théfhey had to stop in
Rebbe opened the door of hiSakranovitz for a few days
room and said, "Berke needsntil he recuperated. When he
rachamei shamayih Berke was feeling better, they
was Tamerl's husband, the continued their journey.
renowned baalas tzedakah
who supported severalThey came to Praga, a village
chassidic Rebbes and courts)ear Warsaw, and saw people
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returning home from Berke’'ssma, don't be too hasty
levayah They were too late. because you anyway will not
be able to change Hashem's
Reb Ben Tzion Ostraveet!| plan. The moment it is
said that the people of Kotzkdestined for Yaakov to know,
were discussing the Kotzkethe will know, not a minute
Rebbe’s ruach hakodeshHe sooner. Yosef told them to go
knew from the distance thatquickly, ax 5% ¥ mn(45:9)
Ber'ke was ill. But they said but don't go too quickly,
that even more, they sawbecause you will not be able
Hakadosh Baruch Hu'snofes to change the time that was
Hashem showed them that if it decreed Above.
is destined for someone to die,
nothing will prevent it from Reb Mordechai Weber takes a
happening.  Hashem  willcity bus every day to a beis
arrange it so tzaddikim won’tmedresh where he gives his
be told about it, so they won’'tdaily shiur. One day, the bus
be able to annul the decrearrived, but there was no room
with their tefillos. First a to board it. So he waited for
wheel broke, then a horsehe next bus, and the bus after
died, and then one of thethat, but they were all full, and
chassidim became ill. Becaus¢here was no room for him to
Hashem decided that it waget on. He was only able to
time for Ber'ke to leave thisboard the fourth bus. He was
world and nothing could wondering why this happened,
change his fate. since something like this never
happened before.
Similarly, in this week's
parashah the brothers He boarded the fourth bus and
returned to rush home to tellsat down next to a man who
Yaakov Avinu the good newsasked him to tell him stories
that Yosef was still alive. about Rebbe Aharon of Belz
Yosef warned themmnn 5% zt'l. (Years before, Reb
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Mordechai was agabai for and only spoke briefly on the
Rebbe Aharon of Belz.) Rebbus, but he decided to please
Mordechai told him that him and come to theort.
Rebbe Aharon once told them
about a certainkapo (Jewish At the vort, the father, “When
policeman, working for the this shidduch was suggested,
Nazis in the Holocaust) whomany people discouraged me.
was righteous. Mostkapos They said, ‘The grandfather
wereresha’im They slandered was akapo in the war. Who
the Jewish community. Butknows how many sins he
this particularkapo passed the committed, and how many
test, and never informed onpeople he hurt? It isn’t proper
and never harmed another Yidto marry your daughter to his
Rebbe Aharon said that withgrandson...” But then | spoke
self-sacrifice, this kapo wouldwith you and you told me
help Yidden, and Reb Aharonabout this kapo who didn'’t
himself was also helped byharm anyone, and he even
that kapo several times.  helped them. | immediately
agreed to consider the
A few days later, this manshidduch.."
(who sat next to RebThat's when Reb Mordechai
Mordechai on the bus) calledunderstood why three busses
Reb Mordechai and invitedpassed before he could get
him to his daughter'sonto a bus. He had to be
engagement party. Relthere to help this shidduch
Mordechai thought it wasoccur. Everything has a time,
strange that he was invitedand everything is planned
They hardly knew each other from Above.
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