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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY

nwna

he most momentous occurrence in the long and storied

history of Klal Yisroel takes place in Parshas Yisro.

Matan Torah. The revelation at Har Sinai, the exalted and
imposing moment of nnx nmn 15 1N oinn M NSTam forever
shaped the destiny of our people. The human, of flesh and blood,
hearing the words spoken by Hashem Himself made us who we
are and will forever be. The brief instant of onx DPBXR "NIAX 1K,
reverting back to the sinless Adam HaRishon created a n3bnn
WITR M o0

There is a telling lesson of ourselves that can be learned by a
careful reading of the Pesukim that precede the actual mwy
mnaTn. It is always eye-opening to learn something about our
Yiddishe Neshamos. Let's try.

Hashem begins to instruct Moshe about how to prepare us for
Matan Torah (19:10-25). We were told to prepare, clean our
clothing and to retain our mwrtp. We are given our perimeters,
not to climb the mountain or even to touch it under the penalty
of death. To ascend the mountain was only allowed after the
Shofar (of Yitzchak) was sounded signaling the departure of
nrow from Sinai. Moshe does as he is told by Hashem (19:14)
and the Matan Torah begins (19:16-19). The nrow descends on
Har Sinai and Moshe ascends to the top. Here Hashem sends
Moshe back down with the warning - AGAIN - for the people
and for the Kohanim - not to touch or climb the mountain to
avoid any tragedy. Moshe responds (19:23) they won't, You
already warned them. Hashem tells Moshe (19:24) just go down
and warn them again, and Moshe does (19:25). Obviously a
sequence of Pesukim that deserves our attention.

Rav Simcha Zisel Broide, Chevron Rosh Yeshiva in his classic
Sefer Sam Derech on the Parshios and Maamarim enlightens
us. The revelation of Sinai was such a spiritual experience of
devotion and belief, enveloped in the smoke filled 'n 7 with a
never wavering or ending 1mwn »p - Hashem taught Moshe how
Bnei Yisrael would react. Yes, you told them three days ago but
the »wm 75 nxny of the Yiddishe Neshama would not be able to
constrain themselves. You need to warn them IN THE MIDDLE
of The Maamad, their near out of control urge to be oy1a mmb

'n will push them beyond what they will be able to take. Rav
Simcha Zisel see's this in a Ramban at the end of Mishpatim
where the Pasuk says that Hashem did not strike the great men
(Nadav, Avihu and the Zekainim - Rashi) for "seeing" Hashem
and 1nwn Yaxn. (Mefarshim struggle to translate this - some say
this was bad while some say they enjoyed it as if they had sated
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themselves with food and drink.) However it may be, Hashem
spared them. Explains the Ramban, because they restrained
themselves from climbing the mountain. The Pasuk goes out of
its way to praise the 5xaw» 1a-5wx for being able to resist that test.
Bnei Yisroel sensing the nw that descended on Sinai, would
aspire and search for more, so Hashem tells Moshe warn them
again. Don't ever underestimate their passion for opx nap.

Rav Simcha Zisel extends this concept in his Maamarim on the
Parsha. The Gemara (Sanhedrin 76b) teaches us that to return a
lost object to a Goy (where there are no Darchei Shalom issues)
is an Aveirah that is unforgivable based on the Pasuk (Devarim
29:18) IXNYA NX M7 Moo wn> because you equate the nmn, the
satisfied one (Rashi - Goyim that have no thirst for their creator)
with the nxny, the thirsty one (Rashi - Knesses Yisrael that
thirsts and yearns to be in awe of their creator and to fulfill his
Mitzvos). How interesting it is that the difference that Chazal
focus on in describing the vast and obviously extensive inequity
between us and them is thirst for the creator. A Yid craves
Ruchnius while this is absent by the Goy and to equate them to
each other is such a grave mistake in the assessment of character
- you so missed the boat - is just unforgivable.

Based on the lesson above, we might suggest another point
in that Gemara. Why is this Mitzvah of Hashavas Aveidah
the place that Chazal point out the antithesis of our nature in
contrast to them? The answer may be, based on the Gemara
(Kiddushin 2b) that posits that the nature of man is to pursue
a wife because nax by “mn nTax Sya - it is the owner of the
lost possession who searches after his possession. Rashi explains
that this is an allusion to Adam's rib which was used for the
creation of Chava and therefore man searches to find it - he
wants it back, he needs it, he is missing something. Chazal here
are telling us that a Goy does not have the will to have the most
important aspect to being a creation of G-d - he is satisfied, he
is not missing anything. A Yid must be a nxny - look at some of
our Shul's, they are (hopefully) not attended only once a week,
they are full, some for 18 hours a day by o>xny, we must earn that
title by being thirsty, parched and searching for what we had at
Sinai so that we will be Zocheh to have =y5 naw vma uyne xim
X"13°m 5.
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MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the leadership of Rav Chaim Zev Levitan and is dedicated to oider Bais Medrash bochurim who have

chosen to pursue the path of Zevulon while rooted in the tents of Yis
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B"h they have had great siyata d'shmaya in enabling these bochurim to shteig and face the

world as real Bnei Torah. Rav Levitan’s reputation in the chinuch field and his warm and caring personality have led to the tremendous hatzlocho of this wonderful mosod.
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As one man with one heart — TnX 272 TNX W'ND
There was a certain family where the children were always
fighting with one another and the father wanted to put a stop to
it. What did he do? He told his children he had a unique present
to give them, but he wanted a special place to give it to them his
gift. The family went out in search of the perfect spot and when
they reached a nice place, as soon as they stopped, the children
began to fight. This one wanted the seat and another one said he
saw it first, so the father told them they had to move on.

They tried telling him that this spot was good enough, but the
father did not want to listen to them, and he said they were
moving on. This happened every time they came to a nice spot
and the children fought, the father made them move on until
towards the end of the day they reached a desolate area where
there was no water or wood and not even a bench to rest on. All
the children lay down on ground exhausted and they even had
no strength to fight.
The father stood and said, “This is the perfect place to give
presents”. The children were surprised, and they said, “Now?
Here? Didn’t we walk past nicer places today than this?!” The
father replied, “This place is special, not because of its beauty,
but because here you are united and are not fighting. Therefore,
here is where | want to give you the present!”
The Children of Israel traveled in the desert for forty years and
they went through many stops, but when they came to the Sinai
Desert, they received the Torah. Why specifically there? The
Torah reveals the answer (19:2): 7xw' oW |N*1 1'0 72T IX2Y'
"INn T - ‘They arrived at the Sinai Desert and Israel encamped
there opposite the mountain’. Rashi explains, ‘Israel encamped
there — as one man with one heart, but all other encampments
were with complaints and arguments.” When the Children of
Israel were united, they could receive the Torah, but if chas
v’shalom there was no unity, it is impossible to receive the
Torah.
> W17 manNl' — ‘you shall love your fellow as yourself
(Vayikra 19:18). The Torah depends on this and even our daily
prayers depend on it. The Ari HaKadosh says, ‘Before a person
can arrange his prayer in shul from the Akeidah on, he must
accept upon himself the mitzvah of ‘you shall love your fellow as
yourself’ and intend to love every Jew as himself. This will enable
his prayer to intermingle and rise up with all the prayers of
Israel. It can go up and bear fruit.

- Tiv HaTorah - Yisro
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Make a teacher for yourself and remove yourself from uncertainty

| needed to go to the doctor, so | made an early morning
appointment. | am a talmid of Moreinu HaRav whose main teaching is
davening with a minyan. Now | made all kinds of calculations how to
daven with a minyan and make it to the doctor on time. Nothing
worked and | did not see how | could daven with a minyan. | asked
the doctor’s office for advice and they told me that if | come to the
hospital the night before, | could do all my preparations and then
daven with hospital minyan in the morning. Then right after davening
| could go to the doctor. | was very pleased with the advice and the
hashgacha. But then | remembered something else the Rebbe says,
always ask a Rav the question even if the answer seems clear to you,
still it is better to ask. | called the Rav and explained the dilemma and
he firmly said: “Do not spend the night in the hospital, since you
might enter into a possible prohibition from the Torah as you are a
Kohen, and a Kohen cannot stay in the hospital if someone dies... It is
better to daven by yourself then put yourself in doubt...”
All my plans were canceled, and | followed the ruling of halacha. It
never entered my mind to think this way and | saw the importance of
asking a Rav and not relying on myself.

.Na

Prayer for the way — 70Th n'7'on

| had meetings all day away from the city where | lived, and | only had
a window of about forty minutes to find a minyan for Mincha since all
other times there was no shul in the vicinity.
| went to a residential neighborhood and | looked for a shul or
shtiblach where perhaps there would be a minyan. | asked the first
person | saw in the street where there was a minyan for Mincha
then? Of course, | wasn’t expecting an answer, but | hoped he would
guide me to a minyan. To my complete surprise he said: “Perhaps you
can help us complete the minyan?” | couldn’t believe it, and he
guided me to an address a couple of houses away. He explained that
a Gadol was staying in that apartment and it was difficult for him to
go out, so they were arranging a minyan for him in the house. |
completed the minyan and | received a bracha from the Tzaddik.
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If you want money and hidden things,
look for it

g’nwﬂbn w‘;

This week we read about ‘receiving the Torah and the Aseres
HaDibros’ which the whole world and the upper and lower
creations have been anxiously awaiting and anticipating this day. It
would have been fitting if the Torah first preceded this parsha with
a preparation and a celestial illumination, laws and statutes about
the awe and love for the awesome glory for where they were
standing. Heaven and earth was opening for them and they would
see a vision of G-d. But instead, the parsha opens with and
describes at length, the matter of the righteous convert who had
just come closer to Klal Yisrael who had recently heard the name
of the Creator, after having served every idol in the world.
Amazingly, we can ask, what is the Torah hinting to us with this
narrative specifically at this time?

Devotion to Torah — n1IN%? W91 nin‘on
Apparently, the Torah is teaching us that we should see and learn
from the ways of Yisro, beautiful things that we can use to prepare
to stand to receive the Torah and hear the Aseres HaDibros from
the mouth of the Almighty Above. We see that Yisro left his home
and sanctuary and all his belongings and went to an empty place
as it states (18:5) "aTAN 7% nwn NN NN X' - ‘Yisro, Moshe’s
father-in-law came to the wilderness’. Rashi explains, ‘We, too,
know that they were in the desert, what is the Torah telling us?
The Torah spoke in praise of Yisro, for he was living in a place of
high honor in the world, yet his heart moved him to go out to the
wilderness, a place of desolation, to hear the words of the Torah.’
The Torah is only found by a man who wants to greet it and gives
up the pleasantries of this world. He is ready to forsake everything
for it and to go out to the wilderness. Why did Yisro give up
everything and go to a desolate place? To hear the words of the
Torah. Just to hear a little something from the Torah, he was ready
to travel far from home and go to the wilderness. This act of
devotion is a fitting and beautiful opening to the parsha.

This is why they established the section of Yisro in the Sefer Torah
before the giving of the Torah, even though there are those who
hold that Yisro came only after the Torah was given — to teach that
the Torah only resides in the hearts of those who toil in it and truly
want to understand it. Their faces darken to travel far just to hear
the words of the Torah — the Torah clings to them and its glory is
instilled in them as Chazal said (Berachos 63b) ‘The words of the
Torah are only retained by one who kills himself over it.”

The G-d of my father came to my aid — "Tya 'ax 'p7x
In our parsha, the names of Moshe’s two sons are written and the
reason why they were called by these names (18:3-4) Tnxin Dv'
AN PR D TYHIR TNRD DY, 'NMI01 YN MY 12 RR D DY
'"\1ya — ‘the name of one was Gershom, for he had said, “l was a
sojourner in a strange land’, ‘and the name of the other was
Eliezer, for “the G-d of my father came to my aid”’. With this
Moshe Rabeinu wanted to encourage the weak-kneed in every
generation who feels as if he is ‘removed from the inheritance of
Hashem’ which is derived from ‘Gershom’. He feels that chas
v’shalom he is pushed away from before Hashem and he feels a
heaviness and sadness in all his limbs. What is the advice for him
that he is not at all correct and Hashem is close to all who call
upon Him? This is why he named his second son Eliezer ‘for the G-
d of my father came to my aid’, that is, he is not pushed away,
rather, Hashem always helps those close to Him.

So that this encouragement is always before him he named his son
who were close to him, and he always called them by these
names, to remind him when he needed Hashem’s help, he would
clearlv know that Hashem’s aid is alwavs close byv.
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He thanks Hashem for His kindness — 1Ton 'n%? 111’
Even when we give praise and thanks to Hashem for the kindness
that He always does for us, it is not enough to fulfill our obligation
just by singing praises though is certainly important by itself, rather,
it must be as if we are offering a Thanksgiving offering — which is
offered and given willingly by someone for the same of Hashem who
benefited him. As we see with Yisro who immediately upon hearing
of the great and awesome miracles and wonders that Hashem did for
our forefathers in Egypt and at the Yam Suf, after which he said
(18:10) "Ny TMI DMx¥Nn TN DOXNX 7'¥n WK N N2 - ‘Blessed is
Hashem, Who rescued you from the hand of Egypt and from the
hand of Pharaoh’ and then (18:12) 'n'77x"7 n'nati N7y niz'l' — ‘and he
took an olah-offering and peace-offerings for G-d’, as if to say thanks
must be engraved on our hearts — to always remember His wonders
and signs that He did for our forefathers and for us when we brought
ourselves closer to Hashem Yisbarach with goodness and
encouragement comparable to an offering, although we cannot
repay even 1/1000%" to the Rebono shel Olam of all the good He does
for us, still, the mind and heart must be that we want to offer it.

Not only this, but the very offering of Yisro clearly demonstrated that
there was a G-d in the world as he announced (18:11) » nyT nny'
'D'n7RN DN N 71ma - ‘Now | know that Hashem is greater than all
the gods’. The very acknowledgement that there is a Creator in the
world, he saw the need to give thanks to Him — how much more so
for us, HaKadosh Baruch Hu’s children, when we recite 100 brachos
every day, among them blessings of the mitzvah of praise and
enjoyment. When we recite them we must consider and proclaim
that Hashem is King of the World, and it is not enough to just say it,
rather, we must live with it and fulfill the mitzvos like children of
kings with the desire to offer thanks for all the good bestowed on us.

17 I'"TTIN — TTIN DTXY NnT'Nd
The way a person measures — he is measured

So, what caused Yisro to come and make this unique proclamation
before everyone that ‘Hashem is greater than all the gods’? Surely, it
was all the miracles and wonders that surrounded the exodus from
Egypt which aroused him to consider the greatness of Hashem.
However, you see one point in this more than the hashgacha in that
when the Egyptians drowned in the Yam Suf there were three levels
of death. The upright of them (15:11) 'n1o1v> 177%' — ‘sank deep like
lead’ and died immediately. The average ones (15:5) m> n7ixna 1M
'lAx — ‘descended in the depths like stone’. The wicked ones (15:7)
'wi?d IN'7OR" - ‘it would consume them like straw’, they were tossed
about up and down. One saw with his own eyes the hashgacha pratis
that their punishment was meted out measure for measure. This
comes to arouse in us to cling to Hashem and declare ‘Blessed is
Hashem, Who rescued you from the hand of Egypt’ — Twx 1212 D'
'Din'7y 17T — “for with that which they schemed against them’ (18:11),
Rashi explains ‘in the very kettle in which they cooked, they were
cooked’ — measure for measure.

The righteous of the generations have said that even though Chazal
said (Berachos 32b) ‘Since the day the Temple was destroyed, an iron
wall has separated between Israel and their Father in heaven’, that is,
the world is run in a hidden manner, yet, there is still reward and
punishment ‘measure for measure’. Anyone who contemplates the
matter will recognize why he is being rewarded or punished — in
order that he correct the afflictions of his heart and soul and where
he needs to strengthen. Similarly any limb that something happens
to, he knows that it needs correction, and a good measure is better
than a measure of punishment, if one conducts himself properly then
he will receive manifold measures of goodness and wonders.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Yisro 5780
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

A Parsha Was Added to the Torah in Yisro’s Merit Bringing
the Total of Parshiyos to n”y1 to Negate the Evil in the World

In this week’s parsha, parshas Yisro, we will focus on
the opening passuk (Shemos 18, 1): 12 1115 190 yaws”
1R ' RORIT 0D MY YR nenb oopby ey aws Bo nx nwn imn
Jemxnn Yxawe Yisro, the priest of Midian, the father-in-
law of Moshe, heard all that G-d did to Moshe and to
Yisrael, His people—that Hashem took Yisrael out of
Mitzrayim. Rashi comments: What report did he hear
that prompted him to come? Krias Yam Suf and the war
with Amalek. The commentaries endeavor to explain and
justify Rashi’s comment. Why does Rashi specify that he
heard about Krias Yam Suf and the war with Amalek? After
all, the passuk only states that he heard about “all that G-d
did to Moshe and to Yisrael, His people—that Hashem
took Yisrael out of Mitzrayim.” There is no mention of
the war with Amalek.

Additionally, it behooves us to consider the fact that
Yisro merited adding a passage to the Torah—the passage
of "mmn nnx1. In fact, the very name Yisro alludes to this
merit. As Rashi informs us in the name of the Mechilta
(ibid.): He was called by seven names—Reuel, Yeter,
Yisro, Chovav, Chever, Keini and Putiel. He was named
Yeter (which means “more”), because one more passage
was added to the Torah on his account—namely, nnx1»
«nmn. He was named Yisro, because when he converted
and fulfilled the mitzvos, they added a letter (the letter
“vav”) to his name.

Simply understood, he merited this distinction, because
he sanctified the Name of Heaven publicly by renouncing all
forms of idolatry with the proclamation (ibid. 11): *ny= nny”
"martoNit bon it Y1 'o—now I know that Hashem is greater
than all the gods. Here, Rashi comments: This teaches us

el o el iy et e o e el Vo et oy el
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that he was familiar with every form of idolatry in the
world, that he did not leave a single form of idolatry that
he did not worship. Notwithstanding, it is still incumbent
upon us to explain why he merited such a great distinction—
the addition of a passage to the Torah.

Invalidating the King and Kohen of the Klipah—
Pharaoh and Yisro

We will begin our illuminating journey with an insight
from the Zohar hakadosh (Yisro 67b). We learn that HKB”H
purposely arranged for Yisro to convert and unite with
Moshe prior to giving Yisrael the Torah. For, there is a king
and kohen in the realm of kedushah; and, correspondingly,
there is a king and kohen in the realm of the klipah. On
the side of kedushah, HKB”H is the sovereign King, reigning
over all of creation; the malach Michael functions as the
kohen, who offers korbanos on the heavenly mizbeiach.
We have learned in the Gemara (Chagigah 12b) that the
DowInY 13w
"Enp 1YY 2mpRt TRty YrTan 2w TR M3 namy wepnt ne—
it contains Yerushalayim, the Beis HaMikdash and the
mizbeiach; Michael, the preeminent minister officiates
and offers a korban on it.

fourth “rakia”—firmament—is called Zevul:

Correspondingly, on the side of the klipah, Pharaoh is
the king, and Yisro is the kohen. As King of Mitzrayim,
he opposed and refuted the sovereignty of HKB”H, the
King of the World by declaring (ibid. 5, 2): yrnwx 2w ' m»”
"1 AR NPT RS SRAwr R nywy wipa—who is Hashem that
I should heed His command to release Yisrael? I do
not recognize Hashem. Whereas Yisro, the Priest of
Midian, one of Pharaoh’s key advisors, who embraced and
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worshipped every form of avodah-zarah, functioned as the
kohen of the klipah.

According to the Zohar hakadosh, it was impossible to
give Yisrael the Torah until HKB"H shattered the king and
kohen of the klipah. Pharaoh, who refused to recognize
the sovereignty of HKB”"H—as per his declaration, “I do
not recognize Hashem”—was invalidated and subjugated
via the “eser makkos”—the ten plagues. Thus, he was
coerced into confessing (ibid. 9, 27): pr1xn '7 oyan nxwn”
"mepwan myt axk1—this time, I have sinned; Hashem is the
tzaddik (Righteous One) and I and my people are the
wicked ones. His subjugation was enhanced by Krias Yam
Suf, when his entire army was drowned. As explained, he
alone remained alive to recount the wonders of Hashem,
as it is written (ibid. 16): =12pa 7nTAYT NRT MEY3 DYIRY
"paNT Yoa mw 1av 1ynb omis nXR TniNant—because of this, 1
have left you standing, in order to show you My power
and so that My name may be declared throughout the
world. Yisro, on the other hand, the Priest of Midian was
subjugated when he abandoned every form of idolatry and
declared: " nYx9om 15172 20 "ny 7 tny”—now [ know that
Hashem is greater than all the gods.

Upon further analysis, it is evident that first the king
of the klipah was subjugated involuntarily by means of
the makkos and Krias Yam Suf. After that, the kohen of
the klipah, Yisro, submitted voluntarily. Initially, as one of
Pharaoh’s key advisors, he chose to flee from Pharaoh. This
is chronicled in the Gemara (Sotah 11a): ey rnixs vr nwbw”
M3W 1907, P71902 11T PRYY SR A9 yEw aya 1ane 3R oybs
Jnvean nawYs 1awew vis aan 1ot Three participated in that
advice—Bilam, Iyov and Yisro. Bilam, who proffered
advice (to drown the babies of Yisrael) was Killed; Iyov,
who remained silent, was subjected to afflictions;
Yisro, who fled, his descendants merited sitting in the
Chamber of Hewn Stone as members of the Sanhedrin.
Subsequently, he submitted totally by converting and
proclaiming: “Now I know that Hashem is greater than
all the gods.”

Thus, it is easy to comprehend why Yisro, the Priest of
Midian, merited adding a parsha to the Torah. As pointed
out above, Yisrael could only receive the Torah at Har Sinai
after the king and priest of the klipah had been thoroughly
shattered and subjugated. Therefore, it was only fitting that

Shvilei Pinches

he be awarded this tribute. After all, he complied voluntarily
with the invalidation of the king and priest of tumah; so, it
was in his merit that Yisrael received the Torah.

Nullification of the Star Named "ny2"
via the n”ya Parshiyos of the Torah

Following this line of thought, we will endeavor to
explain in greater depth why Yisro merited adding a
passage to the Torah. We will refer to a fantastic revelation
from the divine kabbalist Rabbi Shimshon of Ostropoli,
ztz"l, hy”d, in Likutei Shoshanim. In his remarks, he
amplifies on Pharaoh’s statement to Moshe and Aharon
(ibid. 10, 10): nx1 2R AYWR WS BORY "1 1D 10 BTN AERT
"movaa 721 ¥ 5 1 ooav—he said to them, “So be Hashem
with you when I will send you and your children! See
that evil faces you.” Citing a Midrash Aggadah, Rashi
comments: There is as star whose name is "1y=” (Ra’ah).
Pharaoh said to them, “I see through my astrological
predictions that star ascending to meet you in the
midbar; and it is an omen of blood and killing.” When
Yisrael sinned with the “eigel,” and HKB”H wished to
kill them, Moshe said in his tefilah (ibid. 32, 12), “Why
should Mitzrayim say, ‘He took them out in Ra’ah’?”
This is what he (Pharaoh) said to them, “See that Ra’ah
(the star boding ill) is facing you.” Immediately (ibid. 14),
“Hashem reconsidered regarding the star Ra’ah,” and
He transformed the blood into blood of circumcision.
For, Yehoshua circumcised them. That is evident from
the passuk (Yehoshua 5, 9): “Today, I have rolled away
the humiliation of Mitzrayim from upon you.” For, they
(the Egyptians) would say to you, “We see blood decreed
upon you in the midbar.”

Rabbi Shimshon is perplexed by this comment. Very
well! HKB”H transformed the omen of blood and death to
the blood of “milah.” Nevertheless, how did He mitigate the
negative effects of the star named Ra’ah? He refers to the
following Midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah 18, 3): %1 fminn bs”
"npwaa n"ya—there are a total of 275 (7”y1) parshiyos in
the entire Torah. Accordingly, we can suggest that the ill
effects of the star named n«ya are nullified by the Torah’s
n«ya parshiyos.

With this understanding, he explains the implications
of the private dialogue Moshe Rabeinu had with HKB”H
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(Shemos 3, 11): *=1 rp=a HR 79X 5 2218 "1 RIPYRT R Mwn a8
233K 7D JUINIT 77 171 TRY MIN 0D TARYT (BT8RN YRIW 113 AR RINIR
e ann By @aphRa AR 1Tayn orzhn oyt nxR IReRIma panbwy
Moshe replied to Elokim, “Who am I that I should go
to Pharaoh and that I should take Bnei Yisrael out of
Mitzrayim?” And He said, “For I shall be with you —
and this is the sign for you that I have sent you: When
you take the people out of Mitzrayim, you will worship
Elokim on this mountain.”

Let us explain. As the head of the klipah of Mitzrayim,
Pharaoh possessed 355 forces of tumah, the numerical
equivalent of the name m1"p1a. We know that Moshe Rabeinu
was 80 years old when he was sent to take Yisrael out of
Mitzrayim, as per the passuk (ibid. 7, 7): mamw 12 nwny
"ayaa BR 01373 mw oamwt whw 13 1R mw—Moshe was
eighty years old and Aharon was eighty-three years old
when they spoke to Pharaoh. As such, he possessed the
capacity to negate the letter 'a (with a numerical equivalent
of 80) from the name 1"p=y; that left the three letters n"yn
intact, in full force.

This explains very nicely Moshe’s objection to HKB”H:
"myma YR T9R 05 o m"—who am I that I should go to
Pharaoh? Note that he mentions the words »a (50) and
»"5 (30) in this objection; their sum possesses the gematria
of the letter 'a. Moshe argued that he only had the power
to nullify the “pei” in the name n"y=a. As such, he felt that
he was not an adequate emissary, because the three letters
m"yn remained in full force.

To which HKB”H responded: “For I shall be with you —
and this is the sign for you that I have sent you: When
you take the people out of Mitzrayim, you will worship
Elokim on this mountain.” According to Rashi, HKB"H
informs Moshe here that Yisrael are destined to receive the
Torah at Har Sinai. In the merit of their future acceptance
of its m"ya—275—parshiyos, they nullified the remaining
three letters of Pharaoh’s name.

The Term "115" Is an Acronym for 1nw1 v 201
ny1—There Is a Star Named Ra’ah

Let us now add a fascinating comment from the Kehillas
Yaakov. He brings down this explanation of Rabbi Shimshon
but adds a wonderful allusion in the passuk (ibid. 30, 18):

Shvilei Pincles

"nwr s nwyr'—you shall make a copper “kiyyor”
(wash basin). The term "n»wy1"—you shall make—implies
the act of tikun. The term "am5” is an acronym for v’ 251>
ny mwi—there is a star named Ra’ah. How will they
accomplish this tikun? By means of "nwm”. The Midrash
(B.R. 17, 7) explains that this term is an abbreviation for:
" Avynbw maon ntvaw’—referring to the wisdom of
Torah that trickles down from above. In other words, the
tikun for the star named n"p= is via the n«pa parshiyos of
the Torah.

We can now propose a novel idea. We have learned
that Yisro was responsible for the addition of a parsha to
the Torah. That addition brought the number of passages
in the Torah to 275--n«yn .
letters were negated in the name n"y=a. Thus, the amazing
partnership of Yisro and Moshe Rabeinu nullified the 355
forces of tumah of n«y1p. Moshe Rabeinu nullified the ’;

In their merit, those three

whereas Yisro helped nullify the three letters m"pn.

We can now begin to comprehend the wonders of
HKB”H’s divine orchestration. Before assigning Moshe the
task of taking Yisrael out of Mitzrayim, He arranged for him
to flee to Midian, where he rescued Yisro’s daughters from
the other shepherds. As a result of his heroic act, he was
invited into Yisro’s house and was given Tzipporah, Yisro’s
daughter, as a wife. Clearly, this entire scenario was set
in motion, so that Yisro would ultimately advise his son-
in-law, Moshe, to appoint officers of thousands; so that
he would not bear the burden of leadership alone. Thus,
a parsha would be added to the Torah, bringing the total
number of parshiyos to 275--n"yn. In this manner, Yisro
and Moshe united to nullify the forces of tumah of m"y=g, as
detailed previously.

Furthermore, we learned in the Gemara above: “Three
participated in that advice—Bilam, Iyov and Yisro.
Bilam, who proffered advice (to drown the babies of
Yisrael) was Killed; Iyov, who remained silent, was
subjected to afflictions; Yisro, who fled, his descendants
merited sitting in the Chamber of Hewn Stone (as
members of the Sanhedrin).” Since Yisro fled and objected
to Pharaoh’s "mya"—his evil plans concerning Yisrael—he
merited assisting Moshe Rabeinu in nullifying the forces of
tumah of n"yaa—specifically the three letters "np=".
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Yisro Nullified the Four Sources
of Evil in the Parsha He Added

It is with great pleasure that we can now focus on the
revelation of the divine kabbalist Rabbi Shimshon of
Ostropoli in Likutei Shoshanim. He analyzes the counsel
Yisro gave Moshe in the passage that was added to the Torah
(ibid. 18, 21): nnax »wax 2opYR *R=° B swaR oyt Yon mmn nnsy
WY YT DI MW NING MW 2R MY oY nawt pes R
ny 953 myn nx wawt And you shall see (appoint via “ruach
hakodesh”) from among the entire people, men of means,
G-d-fearing people, men of truth, people who despise
money, and you shall appoint them leaders of thousands,
leaders of hundreds, leaders of fifties, and leaders of
tens. They shall judge the people at all times.

He explains, in his own sacred way, based on the Tikunei
Zohar (Tikun 37, 78b), the rationale for reciting the passuk
at the beginning of Arvis every night (Tehillim 78, 38):
«Innn Y3 P° XY119X 3°WAY 13771 PPNW? XY 11P 1527 01N K1Y —
and He, the merciful One, pardons iniquity, and does
not destroy; He frequently withdraws His anger, and
does not arouse all of His rage. This passuk is aimed
at nullifying the four klipos: mam a8 ,momwn 119 that reign
during the night.

Rabbi Shimshon explains that prior to converting, due
to his dedication to avodah-zarah, Yisro was intimately
connected to these four klipos. Therefore, to rectify this
situation, he advised Moshe to appoint for Yisrael: “Leaders
of mav'x (thousands), leaders of nixn (hundreds),
leaders of mwn (fifties), and leaders of nw'y (tens).”
Note that the first letters of these four categories are the
same first letters as the four klipos: 17y rma n nonem a'x. By
appointing these tzaddikim to judge Yisrael at all times,
they eliminated these four klipos from their midst. These
are his sacred remarks.

Following this sublime path, we will explain why Yisro
merited adding a parsha to the Torah aimed at combatting
these four klipos. We will refer to a wonderful insight in
Eretz Chaim (Mizmor 38)—a commentary on Tehillim,
authored by the divine kabbalist, Rabbi Avraham Chaim
HaKohen. He asserts that the reason HKB”H commanded
us to offer four types of korbanos in the Beis HaMikdash—

Shvilei Pinclhes

namely, amrn abry aw'R nRw'n—was to abolish the four
aforementioned klipos--norw vy '8 mavn —that share the
same first letters.

Torah Study Is a Segulah
to Eliminate the Four Major Klipos

Relying on this premise, I would like to propose an
explanation for what we have learned in the Gemara
(Menachos 110a): mwpY mmnm AR 2on37 R WPy woe AR’
nman vy 29pn T9RD TINa pown Yo ,awNy1 nRuav1 nmny
RYR 705 sy nmant A nmanb abiph oxn K29 nR BwRT nNon
N1 1 K91 ARV K91 A51Y RS 9998 10K 1103 powpn Yo X3 anN
awx Reish Lakish said: What is the meaning of that
which is written (Vayikra 7, 37): “This is the torah (laws)
of the olah, of the minchah, of the chatas and of the
asham?” Whoever engages in the study of the Torah is
considered as if he offered an olah, a minchah, a chatas
and an asham. Rava said: This phrase—“of the olah,
of the minchah . ..”—should be simply “olah, minchah
... (without the letter ‘lamed’ as a prefix)” Instead, Rava
explained: Whoever engages in the study of Torah
does not require neither an olah, nor a minchah, nor
a chatas nor an asham. We will endeavor to explain the
connection between Torah-study and these four categories
of korbanos.

Based on the Eretz Chaim, we can suggest that Reish
Lakish and Rava are teaching us a wonderful lesson. We
know that the main way to abolish the klipos is via Torah-
study. As we have learned in the Gemara (Kiddushin 30b):
ONR PR 17102 2YPOY BNR ON1,1°730 7710 1Y JNR[21 YA A8 onRns”
"3 maoni—I have created the yetzer hara, and I have
created Torah as its antidote. If you engage in Torah-
study, you will not be delivered into its hand. This
teaches us that Torah-study subdues the yetzer hara, which
is the source of all the klipos. Similarly, we learn in another
Gemara (Shabbas 30b), that as long as David HaMelech
was engaged in Torah-study, the malach-hamaves could
not touch him.

This clarifies the statement of Reish Lakish very
nicely: “Whoever engages in the study of the Torah is
considered as if he offered an olah, a minchah, a chatas
and an asham.” He specified these four korbanos--r>vy
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ow'R nNwn anmra—that are aimed at abolishing the four
klipos--ax marrnmema vy . This is why he said that whoever
studies Torah is viewed as if he offered these four korbanos
that abolish the four klipos.

This is also the implication of Rava’'s statement:
“Whoever engages in the study of Torah does not
require neither an olah, nor a minchah, nor a chatas
nor an asham.” If one studies Torah, he no longer needs
to bring these four korbanos to subdue the four klipos; for,
they are subdued by the Torah he studied. An allusion to
this fact is inherent in the passuk: by mbyy mann nxe”
"EwRY1 nRvn1. The gematria of m"nn n"Rr equals i mwn "y
m"am ak—the four klipos eliminated by Torah-study.

Now, the “sitra achra”—the evil force—is called “Ra’ah.”
This is evident from an elucidation in the Zohar hakadosh
(Introduction 12a) regarding the passuk (Mishlei 28, 14):
"myaa Ym0 12Y nwpnt Tan Tnan TR wR’—praiseworthy is
the man who always fears, but he who is stubborn of
heart will fall into misfortune (“ra’ah”). In other words,
a person should fear and revere Hashem at all times;
however, if he is reluctant to do so and hardens his heart,
he will fall prey to the evil force known as “ra’ah.”

Now, we can rejoice by shedding some light on the
parsha added to the Torah containing the counsel Yisro
gave Moshe Rabeinu: »w niv'm 2w @R »w oby nawr
"1’y et mowan. As we learned from Rabbi Shimshon,
theleaders of thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens, were
intended to nullify the four leaders of the klipos--nrw' g
1y marn. The addition of this passage brought the number
of parshiyos in the Torah to 275--n"yn ; they counteract
the ill effects of the star named Ra’ah (whose gematria
is 275) that is an omen for blood and death. Therefore,
through this parsha, he provided Moshe Rabeinu with a
tactic to combas the four leading klipos that cause death
and destruction in the world.

Eliminating Amalek through
the 275 Parshiyos of the Torah

Continuing onward on this sacred journey, we will
now address Rashi’s comment: “Yisro heard”—what did
he hear that prompted him to come? He heard about
Krias Yam Suf and the war with Amalek. To better
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comprehend this comment, we will refer to a passuk
that appears after the passing away of Aharon HaKohen
(Bamidbar 21, 1): x=w» 83 » 2211 3wt 11y Ton uyion ynwn”
7aaw 12mm 2w YR ey paanst 711—the Canaani, King of
Arad, who dwelled in the south, heard that Yisrael had
come by the route of the spies, and he warred against
Yisrael and captured a captive from it. Rashi clarifies:
“The Canaani heard” that Aharon died and the Clouds
of Glory had vanished . .. “Who dwelled in the south”
refers to Amalek, as it says (ibid. 13, 29): “Amalek
dwells in the southern region.” He (Amalek) changed
his language to speak the language of Canaan.

We learn from this passuk the klipah of Amalek and the
King of Arad are one and the same. The Agra D’Kallah
(ibid.) points out that the gematria of =™y (274) equals
XY Y'ma (238+36), implying that the klipah of Amalek
opposes Rachel and Leah. As we know, Rachel and Leah are
the Imahot, the matriarchs of Yisrael, who established the
House of Yisrael. The berachah the people bestowed upon
Boaz attests to this fact (Ruth 4, 11): & nRam mwsn nR ' ny
"HRTLY N3 AR DNY 122 WK RS0 Y qns—may Hashem
make the woman who is coming into your house like
Rachel and like Leah, both of whom built up the House
of Yisrael. Therefore, Amalek, who opposes the kedushah
of Yisrael is called the King of Arad; since the gematria of
7"y equals "Xy A

[ had a wonderful idea concerning the fact that Amalek
is called the King of Arad. In the passage chronicling the
battle with Amalek, it is written (Shemos 17, 10): mwnar
"myaan wRa vy 1im ;nk—and Moshe, Aharon and Chur
ascended to the top of the hill. In Likutei Shoshanim, the
holy Rabbi Shimshon of Ostropoli, zy”a, notes that the first
letters of the names arm 197K 1w are identical to the first
letters of mn¥r % nomw'n. This indicates that the kedushah
of Moshe, Aharon and Chur negates these three Kklipos.
Hence, the passuk specifies that they “ascended to the top
of the hill,” alluding to the first letters of their names and
the top of these klipos.

So, why doesn’t the passuk allude to the elimination of
the klipah of “mp”? Because Moshe Rabeinu eliminated
that klipah by raising his hands, inspiring Yisrael to

perform teshuvah for their sins. The Torah describes

e Rty I e Y e e 1 N e T P e N s
X e T N e e e ) e oSN o e SN e e e e e

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NNYY NRID NIDTY
NP2 DY [2 NTIN' DNNANE DY NIIAT [2 DY 2PpY' NIV 2 ONI'A 501 N2 NdON

Parshas Yisro 5780 | 5

OO



this event as follows (ibid. 11): =21 17> nwn o WwRs "
"sx=wr—it happened that when Moshe would raise his
hand Yisrael was stronger, and when he lowered his
hand Amalek was stronger. The Mishnah expounds on
this passuk (R.H. 29a): n1mamw R manyn nmey mwn bw 1 oo
Praywnt oyn abs PYanon YRAwtw mra v any KOR manbn
'Eamaann P omwaw onvary nab nx But do Moshe’s hands
win a battle or lose a battle? Rather, the Torah comes
to tell you that so long as Yisrael gazed upward and
subjugated their hearts to their Father in Heaven, they
would prevail; but if not, they would fall.

Now, it is written (Bamidbar 24, 20): "pYny g2 nmwra'—
Amalek is the first of nations. This teaches us that
Amalek is the source of all the klipos; it has the capacity to
invoke against Yisrael the four klipos--mam AR ,nomwn 1y .
This is why it was necessary for Moshe, Aharon and Chur
to ascend with their kedushah to abolish those four klipos.
[t appears that this is why Amalek is referred to as the King
of Arad. This appellation indicates that it possesses the
power to arouse, chas v’shalom, these four klipos. This,
however, was only true before Yisro counselled Moshe and
added the parsha of "mmn mnxy”; at that time, the Torah
only contained 274 parshiyos, the numerical equivalent of
the name 7y.

Hence, after Yisro’s counsel, and the addition of the
aforementioned parsha—advising Moshe to appoint
officers over groups of nmwy ,mwmnn N7 oEYR

N

Shvilei Pinches

(thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens) to nullify the
four klipos with those same first letters (,mm e a8
1vy)—Amalek, represented by the King of Arad, could
no longer summon those four klipos to wreak havoc on
Yisrael. Thus, it turns out that since the addition of Yisro’s
passage to the Torah, the Torah contains 275 parshiyos,
which have the capacity to eliminate the klipah of Amalek,
the King of 7™y (274). As long as there were only 274
parshiyos in the Torah, he had power and control;
however, when Yisrael are dedicated to the Torah, they
overpower Amalek.

We can now comprehend the profundity of Rashi’s
comment: What events did Yisro hear about that
Krias Yam Suf
and the war with Amalek. Rashi is asking: What events

prompted him to come join Yisrael?

inspired Yisro to come and add a parsha to the Torah? Rashi
answers that he heard about the incredible miracle of Krias
Yam Suf. Yet, Amalek still had the audacity to approach and
attack Yisrael. Thus, Yisro concluded that the King of Arad
possessed the power to reign and overpower Yisrael, so
long as there were only 274--7"p1 —parshiyos in the Torah.
Therefore, he came to add one more parsha to the Torah
to increase the number to 275--n"y2 . As a result, they
possessed the power to overpower the klipah of Amalek. If
Yisrael study Torah, they will merit abolishing the klipah of
Amalek and hastening the complete geulah, swiftly, in our
times! Amen.
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Please go to www.TorahAnytime.com to listen to Rabbi Shmuel
Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck
T he Medrash in this Parsha (27:9) says, Shibartem “Na’ase”,

you broke the instruction to do what | tell you (by creating

the Eigel). Hizoharu “Nishma”, (at least) protect for yourself
the second part, to listen. How can someone keep the Mitzvoh to
listen if he doesn’t follow the instructions of doing?
The message is one for each of us to consider. There are 2 distinct
schools of thought after people do Aveiros. The first is regret. They
are doing what they shouldn’t; they may have grappled with it, but
they failed. They feel bad because they know what they are doing
is wrong. While they failed in the Na’ase department, they are still

acknowledging the Nishma. They are still admitting that it is wrong
and continue to believe in the Torah and this specific Mitzvoh.

Others, after doing something they should not do, begin to
rationalize their actions in order to purge themselves of guilt. They
will say that 1) others do worse things; 2) there is a lenient view; or
3) they did not really do what the Torah restricted. Sadly, some will
say 4) | don’t really care. Because they were weak and dropped the
Na’ase, they felt compelled to drop the Nishma. In doing so, they
have weakened themselves further and, in many cases, will go from
one Aveiro to the other.

That is why Hashem asks of us all to acknowledge that what we did
was wrong and not make excuses. So, although we fell short today, it
is less likely that we will fall short tomorrow.

The Most Important Part of Any Plan

lives or the lives of their children. They will sometimes tell me

that they were also speaking with someone else who offered a
different approach. | respond that although | would suggest my plan,
there is nothing wrong with following the other plan. But, what they
must do is consistently follow the other plan.

I often offer people a plan to help them improve their personal

That’s because it is better to consistently apply what | may consider a
mediocre plan than to inconsistently follow a better plan.Therefore,
they can choose any approach they want but then they must stop
speaking to multiple people which will cause them to change
directions throughout the process.

Consistency is important in all areas of life. It
allows people to know what to expect from
each other. My wife knows when | am home,
when | am in Shul,and when | am busy. |, in turn,

"‘Iénau?ing what pza;;le
can or can’t ex;aact

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

and, most importantly, our children.| remember this happening when |
was a child and have also been told by many others that they have had
similar experiences. It seems that this is a classic parenting oversight
that applies with children until they are around 12 years old.

A child would make a joke, and one, or both, of the parents would
smile, possibly even laugh heartily. A few days later, the child would
make a similar comment, possibly only because they wanted to make
their parents laugh again or wanted (deserved) attention from them.
This time the parents were busy or stressed, and they became angry
at the child for repeating the same behavior.

Parents must appreciate that children can’t
be expected to see the world as it is, that
the parents have a completely separate life
independent of their children which causes
them (the parents) to be inconsistent. Children

know the same about her. Knowing what (7][(71:[»61’5 PTEVE%'L’S see the world as if they are the center of their
people can or can’t expect of others . . " parents' world. The parents work is trivial, not
prevents misunderstandings. mtsunﬂ(&rsf;nnﬂbnq" important in the greater picture. The same is

More important than being consistent in our

behavior is to be consistent in our values, likes, dislikes and moods.
Otherwise, we confuse others and we often confuse ourselves. Many
people speak of values but do so with an “asterisk” mark. They will
sincerely speak about Shabbos but sometimes come home 3 hours
before Shabbos and other times minutes before candle lighting. Not
only does his wife not know what to expect, Shabbos itself does
not know what to expect from him.They will speak about Torah but
barely make time to learn.

Here’s another example, one related to how we interact with others

true regarding bills, other family members, and
everything else that parents deal with each day.

The mixed message is more damaging than people imagine. The child
now has no standard to follow. He can’t build his skills by learning
what is appropriate behavior and what is not. He has not been able
to find anything which consistently works, believing it’s his fault (all
young children assume their parents are consistent, always right, and
it’s their own fault for doing things wrong).

Because children find it difficult to interpret events, you have to be
careful talking about Torah and then having them see that you didn’t
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learn with your Chavrusa today. They absorb everything, especially
contradictions.

A lack of consistency is most damaging when trying to help angry, or
otherwise unsettled, children.When children are difficult, parents are
often advised to be disciplined and loving. That means they should
be try to be always nice to them, ignore their negative behaviors
which are personal, but not allow them to mistreat parents or family
members.

This isn’t so easy.Some children have no problem asking their parents
for money while screaming at them. The parents may be advised to
be conciliatory to their child but that they won’t help them if they
were "rewarded" for mistreating them.What would be effective is to
convey the message that their behavior doesn’t allow others to care
about them.

Many parents follow through with this first part well by not giving
them the money they requested, but then they feel guilty and negate
the message. Feeling bad, they will follow up with a text with an
apologetic tone, sometimes even giving the children instructions on
how to receive the money.The child interprets the text as regret on
the parent’s part and they were rewarded, even if only with a time
delay. No lesson has been taught.

| know a parent who removed money from his son's account so that
he shouldn’t spend it on unhealthy things. (That is almost always a
wrong decision.) But, then, through third parties, kept sending him
money.The inconsistency did more damage than he can imagine.The
boy still has money but is now angry for his money being taken away

which, eventually, will be given back to him.

Why do we act so inconsistently? Before people react, they must
have a long-term plan and, more important, they must appreciate how
that plan will help them. Many people ask advice but don’t appreciate
the advice for a few reasons.

I) The advice asks them to do things which take them out of their
comfort zone. They have been accustomed to thinking that parents
always have to be nice to their children, unaware that they always
have to be effective, which only 99% of the time means being nice.The
real mission is being effective.

2) Without a real understanding how being mean helps (it's not
actually being mean), it’s impossible to sustain doing so. | have found
some parents responding well when | explain why they should be firm
while others refuse to grasp why they should.

3) Some parents simply can’t bear to listen to someone else’s advice
and they subconsciously sabotage it to confirm that others are not
smarter than they are.

4) Finally, the pain is often too much for parents to stay the course.
Sadly, their urgent need to make their children better contributes to
their unhealthiness.

Nothing is more important than our emotional health and that of
those we love. Supporting, or creating, their health is difficult.The first
step is consistency, even if it may be the most difficult thing during
stressful times.

Introducing the Daf Yomi Companion to Agados of Shas

Rabbi Shmuel Gluck is well-known for his life lessons and insights into the human personality. All of his teachings are based on
the classic Torah sources. Many of his insights are gleaned from the Gemara, particularly the Agadeta.

With this in mind, Rabbi Gluck has created an invaluable resource for those learning the Daf or for anyone else who may be

interested in this material.

The Daf Yomi Companion begins at the very beginning of Shas (B'rachos 2A) and provides a running commentary, in English, of

much of the agadic material found throughout Shas.

There is no cost for the Daf Yomi Companion.
However, it is by subscription only. You can subscribe or unsubscribe at any time.
Please subscribe by emailing daf@areivim.com and writing "Subscribe’. It's as simple as that.

Enjoy this sample:

A TINY 2N QT NidD"12 Ndon

YR Y Bw a2 200 9

A Talmid Chochom should not eat together with an Am Ha’aretz. This instruction is not intended to promote bias against anyone in K'lal
Yisroel. The advice is made necessary because all people, even those with strong values and an enormous amount of self-discipline, can and
will be affected by their surroundings. This is true because our surroundings do not give us speeches, so we are unaware that we are being

affected and our guard is down. It just happens.

Interestingly, many people, those without discipline, insist that they can hang out with anyone and it will not affect them. Their belief, while it may
be an honest one, is mistaken, because they don’t appreciate two things.

The first is that when it comes to one’s character development, there is no risk, as small as it may be, which can be considered to be acceptable

risk. The smallest change can still be damaging.

Secondly, many people do not appreciate that a weakening of their character is significant even when it's only in degrees. They see things as ‘all
or nothing’ and can't imagine becoming a “nothing”. Therefore, they won'’t see the risk. Our Chachomim, wisely, of course, see things differently.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

Parshas Yisro - Essence of Ten Commandments - David Gurwitz
My wife's father and my brother of blessed memory murdered by the Nazis, yemach shemam , share the same
name, Binyomin.

The Torah teaches us that not only does a nhame match the neshamah of an individual, but a name in and of itself
has great significance.

Who was Binyomin in the Torah and what was his significance?

Binyomin was the twelfth son of Yaakov Avinu. We are taught that Binyomin was one of four people who never
committed a sin in their entire lives. He merited, out of all his brothers, to have the Bais Hamikdosh, in Yerushalayim, built
in his shevet’s portion of Eretz Yisroel.

Why? What made Binyomin so worthy of this gift?
The Torah teaches us that, in great part, his zechus came from his mother Rochel.
What did Rochel do in her life to receive such a son? What was so special about her?

Rochel died while giving birth to Binyomin. He was Yaakov's twelfth son. With his arrival, there would be twelve
shevatim. Kever Rochel has always been a special place for Klal Yisroel. On its walls is a prayer which begs Hashem to
judge us all with merit, to be dan lekaf zechus. Literally, it means dan, judge, lekaf, with your palm extended and open like
a scale of justice, zechus, containing merit, or all the good that the one being judged has. It does not mean give someone
the benefit of the doubt. There is no doubt involved at all. That is the whole point - to eliminate the doubt that tries to
plague all of us, constantly, above everything and everyone we view. Amaleik, from last week’s parsha, after the splitting
of the sea, attacked the Bnei Yisroel and brought doubt into the world. His name has the same value as the word safeik,
doubt.

Chazal tell us that Rochel's soul is arguing on our behalf constantly. She pleads with Hashem to judge us
favorably. He listens to her.

Why, Rav Chaim Shmulevitz asks, does Hashem listen to the prayers of Rochel more than to the prayers of our
holy ancestors? The reason for this is, he says, that although the others were known for their excellence in mitzvos bein
adam laMakom, Rochel's outstanding quality was found in her observance of mitzvos regarding relationships with other
people. She gave her opportunity to marry Yaakov first to Leah, and only a "person who yields to others can expect others
to do the same thing.” Just as she judged favorably in her situation, a mere human who overcame pain and
disappointment to avoid embarrassing her sister Leah, she entreats Hashem to do the same and to judge us with merit.

How does this information about Binyomin and Rochel relate to Parshas Yisro and the giving of the Torah at Har
Sinai - literally, Mountain of Hatred - since giving the Torah brought a new level of hatred into the world from those who
wish to deny Hashem'’s system of revealed morality contained within the Torah?

In the parsha, Yisro comes to join his son-in-law, Moshe Rabbeinu. At this point, the subject of judges and how to
set up a system of judges is discussed. Then, with tremendous fire and thunder, the Aseres Hadibros are given.

What are the Aseres Hadibros?

1. I am Hashem. 6. No murder.

2. You should have no other gods. 7. No immorality.
3. Do not take Hashem’s Name in vain. 8. No stealing.

4. Observe Shabbos. 9. No lying.

5. Honor your father and your mother. 10. No coveting.
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Why did Hashem place the concept of judging right before the giving of the Aseres Hadibros?

The Aseres Hadibros, from which all of the 613 mitzvos derive, define how we are obligated to live in this world.
They define and separate right from wrong. They are the basis of all justice.

The Aseres Hadibros are the standard by which Hashem judges each and every one of us. Hashem created justice
and He created law. Is it not logical that Hashem would give us the tools to live by, to turn ourselves into such tools, the
means with which to create and recreate our lives, just as He does with His world every moment, even if we do not always
see it?

There is a powerful message contained in the Aseres Hadibros as a group. Hashem is always sending us messages,
especially in the packaging of the messaging. Too often, we stop at the package and do not look at the inner message.
Even the package has a meaning when it comes from Hashem.

If we add up all the letters in the words of the Aseres Hadibros, we find something fascinating relating to the
previous discussion.

There are 620 letters in total in the Aseres Hadibros. 620 is the numerical value of the three words, plus the three
words themselves, which make up the expression dan lekaf zechus.

That is arguably the summary of the entire Aseres Hadibros.
Judge others favorably.

Literally, it means to carry in your palm the merits, the good character traits and actions, of who or what you are
judging.

How does this relate to us?
Is this just for a dayan, a judge, to know? How does this affect our day-to-day life?

Judging is perhaps what we do more than anything else all day. What we eat. What we wear. When we get out of
bed. What we say. What we should not say. How we should say something properly. When we should say something.
There are dozens, if not hundreds, of other decisions.

We will be judging ourselves and whether we are keeping the mitzvos to the best of our abilities. Even when we
put on tefillin and daven, we will be judging ourselves.

How do we know this? The word for daveing is mispallel, from the root felill, which means to judge yourself.

As Jews, we must evaluate every thought and action according to Hashem'’s standards. In fact, the word Jew
comes from Yehudah, which means to acknowledge. Leah showed us that we can be grateful even when the circumstances
of our lives have disappointment and heartache. Her behavior illustrates that life's challenges provide opportunity for
closeness to Hashem. He gave us his Torah to be close to Him. Leah's sister Rochel teaches us to judge another person
with favor.

Both of these messages combine to teach us the following: We must judge Hashem in the spirit of dan lekaf
zechus.

We must try - and it is very, very hard - to judge our Creator favorably and trust that what we perceive as
stumbling blocks or misfortunes are really opportunities to become the best person, and the best Jew, we can possibly be.

To think this way, to live this way, requires ratzon, willpower.
The numerical value of the words kein yehi ratzon, it should be according to His will, is the value of emes.

The Torah we received in Parshas Yisro is called Toras Emes. It is a lifetime of work to find and follow the truth.
The rewards are endless and eternal.

That is another reason why the Torah is eternal, since it is total truth. So are the lessons of bravery and self-
sacrifice and considering the feelings of other people, which led to the shevet of Binyomin having the Torah and the Bais
Hamikdosh rest in its portion.

The word Binyomin is comprised of the letters that make up the words bonei yomim, building days.

We should build our days for peace and for completion of what Hashem wants from us, and the Bais Hamikdosh
should be built speedily.

May this serve as a zechus for the neshamos of my brother Benyomin ben Tzvi, and my parents Tzvi ben
Avraham, and Basya bas Yeshaya.
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Parashas Yisro
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Yisro heard... everything that G-D did to Moshe and Yisrael, his
people. (18:1)

Was Yisro the only one who heard about Hashem’s
wondrous miracles on behalf of the Jews? Shamu amim yirgazun...
“Nations heard, they were anguished” (Shemos 15:14). The entire
world heard, but only Yisro responded actively to the message. He
came to join the Jews, realising that the deities he had worshipped
until now were a sham. We all Aear, but we do not all listen. The
sound enters our ears, but not our brain. Hearing without cognitive
processing does not relay the message, leaving the person as if he
had never even heard.

Horav Chaim Vital, zI, writes that the remach, 248 organs
of the body serve as the levush (literally garment), covering, mantle,
for the 248 spiritual organs (each corresponding to a specific mitzvas
asei, positive commandment). When one is missing the performance
of a specific mitzvah, the concomitant mitzvah will likewise be
absent from his cumulative mitzvos. One who lacks an organ is sadly
deficient in the functioning of that organ. It is not his fault, but it still
does not make him whole. In the spiritual realm, one’s body can be
sorely lacking due to the multiple mitzvos in which he is deficient.
Hashem responds to this situation, Shimu u’sechi nafshechem;
“Listen, and revive your souls” (Yeshayah 55:3). Hashem says, “If a
person falls from a roof, his entire body will suffer. The physician will
patch him up with band-aids all over his body. | am not like the
mortal physician,” (says Hashem). Each person has 248 organs,
among them the ear. The entire body may be (spiritually) soiled with
sin; yet, if the ear listens (to the word of Hashem), it will catalyse the
revival of the body. This is what occurred concerning Yisro, who had
spent his life worshipping every deity until he “listened.” His
listening spurred his spiritual metamorphosis, catalysing him
ultimately to convert.

When the ear listens, it will provide the therapeutic effect
vital for the healing process of the entire body to occur. One who
listens well to mussar, reproof, will change his ways and transform
his life. This is what is meant by, “Listen, and revive your souls.”

We attend a speech on a topic that addresses the need to
refine our ethical behaviour, our religious commitment, and, at the
end of the session, we pat ourselves on the back and proceed to
continue along our merry way as we did earlier. Horav Reuven
Karlinstein, zl, relates the story of the new oleh, émigré, to Eretz
Yisrael, who, during his first Shabbos in the Holy Land, climbed a fig
tree that was not his and plucked figs to his stomach’s content and
ate them. Not only did he steal the figs, he climbed a tree and
harvested some of its fruit, an act of desecrating Shabbos.

Another Jew was walking by wrapped in his Tallis, having
just concluded davening. He took in the whole scene. He called out
to the man, “Do you realise how many prohibitions you have just
transgressed? Shabbos, stealing, eating unchecked figs (they could
be infested with bugs, prohibited for his consumption).” The oleh
continued eating, ignoring the rebuke that was directed at him. The
man said, “Eretz Yisrael is so wonderful. | could never have done this
in the Diaspora. Here | am able to eat sweet figs and listen to words
of Torah to accompany my meal.” This man heard the rebuke, but
did not listen to it. To him, it was words of Torah.

Horav Isser Zalmen Meltzer, zl, Slutzker Rav, moved to Eretz
Yisrael and became the Rosh Yeshivah of Eitz Chaim Yeshivah. He
lived in Batei Brode (a section of Yerushalayim) near Horav Aryeh
Levin, zl, Mashgiach of Eitz Chaim. Rav Aryeh would teach a class to
the congregants of the shul nightly before Maariv. Rav Isser Zalmen,
who had been Rav Aryeh’s Rebbe in Slutzk, had no problem imbibing
his student’s lecture.

One week, one of the women who listened to his nightly
shiur (it was not so common for women to attend evening services
and listen to the proceeding class) asked if Rav Aryeh could speak
the following week prior to the end of Shabbos on the imperative of
honouring one’s wife. Apparently, her husband left much to be
desired in his manner of treating her. She felt that requesting her
husband to cease denigrating and humiliating her would not be as
effective as a public class on the topic. This way, her husband would
not feel singled out and might adjust his behaviour on his own.

Rav Aryeh obliged, and that week he spoke of the
importance of treating one’s wife with the utmost respect. He
focused on the dictum, “He loves her as he loves himself, and
honours her even more than he honours himself.” Rav Isser Zalman
came early to the shiur and listened intently taking in every word.
Following Maariv, the venerable Rosh Yeshivah approached his
Mashgiach and said, “Thank you so much. | am certain that you
were speaking to me. It is appropriate that you brought up the issue.
After all, when one is engaged all day with male students, upon
coming home, he often forgets to honour his wife properly.”

When Rav Aryeh heard his Rebbe thank him, he became
anxious: “No, Rebbe. In no way was my intention to address the
Rebbe.” Rav Aryeh was speaking to the recalcitrant husband (who
probably did not hear what he was saying), but Rav Isser Zalmen
thought that it was meant for him. This is the meaning of shemiyah,
listening.

1D DY IR AATOR T ;717 KD
You shall not recognise the gods of others in My Presence. (20:3)

The prohibition against having any other gods is quite
simple: A Jew believes only in Hashem as the Only Source of
anything in his life. To ascribe power of any form to any other entity
is pure idol worship. The Sefer HaChinuch considers this the ikar
gadol, great/primary principle concerning upon which all the
mitzvos are dependent. As Chazal (Sifri, Parashas Re’eh 11:28) state:
“Whoever concedes to avodah zarah, idol worship, it is as if he has
denied the entire Torah.” Essentially, a Jew by his very faith in
Hashem must be totally committed only to Hashem, realising and
acknowledging that at no moment of his existence may he think that
he can “go it alone”, without Hashem as his driving power source.
For a Jew to say that he requires no help from Hashem is absolute
kefirah, heresy.

Another aspect of our self-delusion is common. When we
think about it, we subtly and inadvertently deny Hashem’s powers
every moment of our lives. Horav Yitzchak Zilberstein, Shlita,
presents a simple, common situation. A person prays to Hashem for
success in a given endeavour: a refuah sheleimah; to be cured of an
iliness; a shidduch, matrimonial match for a child; or financial
undertaking. After much prayer, he receives a positive Heavenly
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response. All goes well. He is now in the clear, home free. He feels
great. Everything has worked out. He is in seventh heaven, jumping
for joy. Now what? When someone asks him, “How’s everything?”
his reply is: Ani k’var b’seder, “I am all fine” or “I am good, | have
nothing to worry about (any more).” At this point, he is expressing
that he no longer needs Hashem. The Almighty “came through” for
him. Now everything is on the up and up. It is at this point that he
could lose it all. Why? Because he forgot about Hashem. Nothing is
sustained unless Hashem sustains it; nothing lasts unless the
Almighty wills it.

In his commentary to the words, Va’ta’amod mi’ledes,
“And she ceased giving birth” (Bereishis 29:35) Ibn Ezra alludes to
this idea. He explains that Leah Imeinu ceased to have children after
Yehudah was born because she intimated that she no longer needed
children. She was one of Yaakov’s four wives, and she already had
four sons. (There were initially supposed to be twelve. Thus, she felt
that she had already received her quota.)

A similar idea applies to the Shunamis, mother of
Chavakuk, whom the Navi Elisha blessed that she would have a
child. Once she gave birth to the child, she stopped visiting the Navi
until the child died, and she needed a miracle to bring him back.

Rav Zilberstein posits that this happens more than we care
to acknowledge. We are in need of a Heavenly blessing. An
individual prays and prays, pleads and beseeches Hashem until that
moment that He responds affirmatively. Then, suddenly, he stops
praying. His request was fulfilled. What should he pray for now that
Hashem has fulfilled his request?

“I need nothing. It is all good in my life” is a statement that
presents the speaker as a devout Jew who refuses to impose more
on Hashem than is necessary. He asked. He was answered. He is now
happy. Why bother Hashem? He is in error. It is never a bother for
Hashem. On the other hand, his attitude indicates that all is well,
when, in fact, it could change at any time. The only endeavour that
can avert disaster is tefillah, prayer. We convince ourselves that all is
well, not thinking that all is well only when Hashem wills it so. The
Brisker Rav, zl, would constantly repeat the pasuk, Lishiyuascha
kivinu kol ha’yom, “For Your salvation we hope all day” (Shemoneh
Esrai). This was his way of reiterating his constant belief in Hashem
as the only Source of salvation.

TR DNRY T°AN NN 720
Honour your father and your mother. (20:12)

The Sefer Hachinuch explains that the shoresh, root, of the
mitzvah of Kibbud Av v’Eim, honouring parents, is a sense of hakoras
hatov, gratitude, to those who have acted kindly towards him. One
who is a kafui tov, ingrate, is a naval, abominable person. He acts as
if his benefactor, in this case his parents, are strangers to him. He
quickly ignores the fact that his parents are the reason that he is
here altogether. For this alone, he should honour them. One who
does not honour his parents will soon present a similar attitude
toward his Father in Heaven.

One has a relationship with his parents that is unlike any
other relationship, because parents are his reason for being. They
are a part of him, as he carries their DNA. Having said this, when a
person has a low self-esteem or is just not happy with
himself/herself, it might be reflected in the many ways he/she treats
his/her parents. If parents are a part of a person, and that person
has negative feelings about himself, these feelings will similarly be
manifest towards his parents. The inverse is the intense love one
develops for parents as the product of the positive feelings he has
for himself/herself.

While honouring parents is (should be) a given, it becomes
especially difficult when parents age, or become infirm, physically or
emotionally. It requires extraordinary patience, commitment, love
and extreme dedication to execute this mitzvah to the fullest extent

when conditions such as age, infirmity, and cognitive impairment
prevail. Some do what they “must” and, when relieved of their
“turn,” breathe a sigh of relief and run. Others cherish every
moment that they have with their parent(s) and consider it prime
time. Both types should be aware that their own children are
watching. So is their Heavenly Father.

We would do well to consider — over and over again —
another aspect of parents: Parents never give up hope on their child
— regardless of age and circumstance. Parents never forget about
their child, because one does not forget about himself. The following
incredible story underscores this verity.

It was October of 1973; the Yom Kippur war had broken
out. Horav Yisrael Lau, Shlita, then chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv, sought an
opportunity to alleviate, to some degree, the sad state of those
young soldiers who had been wounded, and were suffering both
physically and emotionally. He was told that the best place for him
was the hospital, which meant working round the clock to address
the needs of the wounded and tend to various crises that arose from
their traumas. Some soldiers were hanging onto life by a thread. Rav
Lau’s presence and ability to talk to the soldiers could make a major
difference in their attitude and willingness to fight for life.

Rav Lau immediately acted on the advice and proceeded to
the local hospital, prepared to do whatever was asked of him. It
happened to be that this hospital was a burn unit that cared for
those who had been wounded in explosions and fires, and those
whose bodies had been critically burned. The pain that these brave
men sustained was beyond description. The screams that one heard
from the rooms was something out of a bitter nightmare. The Rav
went from room to room, bed to bed, offering whatever hope and
solace he could provide. Alas, it was insufficient to assuage the
terrible suffering these men were experiencing.

At the end of his visit, he entered a room where two
physicians, a nurse and a middle-aged woman stood around the bed
of a soldier who was yelling uncontrollably. The two doctors and the
nurse were in the midst of speaking with the young man’s mother.
Rav Lau entered and immediately asked what he could do. The
doctor replied that the soldier had been burned from head to toe.
“There is nothing we can do for him. We keep on raising his
morphine level to give him some relief. Nothing. We have been
unsuccessful in our attempts to calm him down.” Rav Lau whispered
into the soldier’s ear; perhaps his soothing words would help.
Nothing. “Try to sleep,” he said, “so that you will not feel the pain.”
Once again the response was continued screaming. Seeing that he
could do nothing, the Rav left to stop by another room.

To hear a young, fellow Jew screaming loudly in response
to excruciating pain is a devastating, emotionally painful experience.
Rav Lau was shaken, his heart pounding, due to his feelings for the
soldier and his inability to help him in any way. He paced back and
forth, thinking to himself, “What can | do? What can be done to help
this young man who had yet to commence the long road to
recovery?”

Ten minutes passed, and Rav Lau realised that it had
suddenly become quiet. No screams were coming from the soldier’s
room. He stopped pacing, owning up to the realisation that if the
screaming had suddenly ceased, something terrible must have
happened. He ran to the room, tears flowing freely from his eyes. As
a Rav, he would don his “other hat” and pay his final respects to this
brave young man.

The Rav went to the room and walked in to find the soldier
sleeping peacefully with his mother sitting next to his bed. Rav Lau
was incredulous, and it was quite obvious. “What happened?” he
asked. “I was here fifteen minutes ago and your son was hysterical.
How did this radical change take place?”

“Rav Lau,” the mother began, “my son was burned from
head to toe, from top to bottom. Everywhere his skin is raw. During
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the entire time that he was screaming, | kept looking, searching for
one spot, anything that was left unburned. Finally, | found a small
spot behind his knee, about three inches in diameter, that | could
put my finger on. | began to caress this spot and gently whisper to
him, ‘It is okay. Mommy is here. Mommy will not leave you.’ | kept
repeating this litany, as | continued to smooth his unburned skin.
Before long, my son stopped crying and fell asleep.”

An incredible story. Now for the postscript, and its
connection to the concept of Kibbud Av v’Eim. Years later, Rav Lau
would relate the story and add his own observation concerning a
major verity in life (one which | feel we ignore more often than we
care to admit): “Who was the one to give solace to the soldier? Who
was the one to be able to quiet him down and help him forget about
his pain? His mother. Not the doctor, not the nurse, not his friend,
not even the Rav. It was his mother, whose entire goal in life was to
care for her child and love him unequivocally. Someone like that who
really, really cares never gives up. She will search and search (in
every nook and cranny) until she finds that one clear, unburned spot
for her to caress and give comfort.”

As | prefaced the story, parents never give up on us. They
always find a way to reach out and give comfort and hope. Why
should we do the opposite?

PR 7Y YN YN KD
You shall not bear false witness against your fellow. (20:13)

Chazal (Pesikta Rabbasi 21) teach that each of the Aseres
HaDibros, Ten Commandments, corresponds to one of the Ten
Utterances, through which Hashem created the world.
(Understandably, this concept is beyond the scope of this paper.)
The Midrash goes on to identify which commandment coincides
with which equivalent utterance. Interestingly, the prohibitive
commandment, Lo sa’ane b’reiacha eid shaker, “You shall not bear
false witness against your fellow,” corresponds with Hashem’s
declaration that mortal man should be created, Naase adam
b’Tzalmeinu kidmuseinu; “Let us make Man in Our image, after Our
likeness” (Bereishis 1:26). How do these two (commandments)
parallel one another?

Horav Baruch Dov Povarsky, Shlita, explains that when
Hashem said, Naase Adam; He was intimating that man would be an
elevated, holy creation — so holy that the Ministering Angels were
prepared to sing Shirah, a song of praise before him. Adam HaRishon
had a very G-d-like image. Since we have established that man is a
sublime creation, representing the image of G-d in this world, man’s
primary essence, his defining nature, his identity in relationship with
Hashem must (on a mortal level) maintain parity with the Heavenly
Image. What about man allows him to rise above all other creations?

Clearly, since man was created in the likeness of the Divine,
it is vital to focus on the identity (so to speak), the defining essence
of Hashem. Chazal (Shabbos 55A) teach, Chosamo shel HaKadosh
Boruch Hu emes; “The signature of G-d is truth.” Just as an artist
affixes his signature to his painting, so, too, has Hashem ingrained
His signature in the universe, His creation. This concept is reiterated
in the Zohar HaKodesh in its commentary to the last three words of
the story of Creation: (Asher) bara Elokim laasos, “Which G-d
created and made.” The final letters of these words: bara — aleph;
Elokim — mem; laasos — saf, spell emes. Hashem’s artistry, His
universe, is imbued with His signature of truth. As such, Hashem’s
identifying essence with which He signs His work is emes. His mahus,
essence, is truth. He is, in fact, the only Absolute Truth; the only
Reality, because He is eternal.

Therefore, reason dictates that man’s endeavours/speech
and activities must be characterised by truth as close to
unvarnished, unembellished truth as is humanly possible, if he is to
maintain this human parity with the Divine. Thus, one who bears
false testimony, who prevaricates, essentially defames and destroys

the Heavenly Utterance of Naase Adam. To lie is to contradict the
Tzelem Elokim, Heavenly image. To put it in everyday normative
vernacular: One who lies removes himself from the realm of
humanity as intended by Hashem. He created us in His Image, which
demands that we be the paragons of integrity. When we fail to live
up to our Heavenly mission, we undermine our humanity.

An added caveat concerning emes provides food for
thought. We hear the term, “hidden truth,” commonly used to stress
that there is more to what we hear and see. (As the saying goes,
“Hidden truths are unspoken lies.”) Perhaps we might explain the
idea of hidden truth as truth, which, at times, requires time to be
revealed, to be understood. Our Sages observe that the final letters
of the words, Bereishis bara Elokim; “In the beginning of G-d’s
Creation,” spell the word emes (similar to the words of the Zohar
quoted earlier), alluding to Hashem’s signature as emes. We wonder
why, if emes is so important, Hashem’s signature is alluded to only at
the end of the word. Hashem should have commenced the Torah
with words whose opening letters comprise emes.

We must say that the essence of truth — or what we would
suggest is the meaning of “hidden truth” —is determined at the end
of a journey, not at the beginning. (It happens more often than we
are willing to concede.) We begin a project, an endeavour, but the
path of truth appears to be riddled with holes and obstacles — not
very pretty. Yet, as time goes on and we persevere, we realise that at
the conclusion, the end of the journey, the path of emes was the
only way that we could have arrived safely and successfully at our
destination. Truth often remains elusive and hidden, leaving us to
raise questions and wonder if we have made the correct decisions. If
we patiently persevere, we will see that Hashem’s “signature”
always prevails.

Va’ani Tefillah

aNYON2Y HRIWS TAYA WIPHR "7 718N
Retzei Hashem Elokeinu b’amcha Yisrael u’visfilasam.
Be favourable Hashem, our G-d, toward Your People,
Yisrael, and their prayer.

Following immediately after the tefillah/brachah of

Shomea Tefillah, in which we ask Hashem to accept our prayers, is
the tefillah of Retzei. While on the surface Retzei appears to be very
similar to shomea tefillah, it is obviously formulated to express a
new idea. Horav Shimon Schwab, zl, observes that in the previous
blessing, we ask Hashem to accept Tefillas Amcha Yisrael, the
prayers of Your nation, Yisrael. Now we ask that Hashem listen to
Amcha Yisrael u’visfilasam, Your nation Yisrael and its prayers.

Notably, the primary focus is on the acceptance of the
nation, as opposed to its prayers. Thus, the tefillah of Retzei asks
Hashem to accept Klal Yisrael in its mission of instilling Kiddush
Hashem in the world. We do not ask Hashem to give us something.
All we ask is for the opportunity to spread His glory successfully.

Instead of being a mekabel, recipient, we ask to be a
mashpiah, giver, to sanctify His Name in the world. Rav Schwab, thus
distinguishes between the previous tefillah, whose focus is a
reference to tefillah (service of the heart), and this prayer, which is
b’chol nafshechem, with all our nefesh/soul, referring to our giving
to make an imprint on the world in His honour.
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Kinder Torah..

Parashas Yisro

”DJ

Hashem is Close

«
s/ou look frustrated, Yankel.”

“l am, Mutty. | have been trying to call a
professor who specializes in heart dis-
ease.”

“What is the problem?”

“He is so hard to get to. | keep calling the
office. First they told me to call back, and
then they kept me on hold for twenty
minutes until | finally gave up. Next they
took my number and he never called
back. This is so frustrating! A person can

have a heart attack just
from trying to reach the ,.\ //(<

cardiologist!”

“l doubt that, but you
have brought up an
important  point. A
person has to be
accessible in order for

him to help you. The '
biggest expert in the

world is of absolutely no

use if you cannot reach him.”

“You are 100% right Mutty. Do you have
any advice for me?”

“Yes, Yankel. | have a bigger expert for
you to get in touch with. He is always
available. His line is open twenty-four
hours.”

“Really? That is amazing!”

“He is incredible. 1 will show you how to
contact Him.”

Mutty pulls a small sefer out of his pocket.
He opens it up and begins reading the
words printed inside.

“Shir ha’maalos. Esa einai el ha’harim, me
ayiin yovo ezri? (A song of ascents. | raise
my eyes to the mountains; from where
will my help come?) Ezri me’im Hashem,
oseh shomayim vi'aretz. (My help is from
Hashem, the Maker of heaven and earth)
[Tehillim 121:1,2].”

“Ahal | see what you mean, Mutty. The
expert is Hashem, and | can reach Him
any time with tefillah (prayer).”
“Precisely, Yankel. This fact is actually
expressed in a verse in ‘Ashrei’. ‘Hashem
is close to all who call upon Him — to all
who call upon Him sincerely’ (Tehillim
145:18). The Chofetz Chaim, in his com-
mentary on parashas Eikev exults, ‘How
fortunate a person is in this world! He
can attach himself to the Creator, and call
out to Him whenever he wants, as the
verse states, “Seek Hashem when he can
be found; call upon Him when He is
near” (Yishaya 55:6)." In this world eve-
ryone can find Him, as stated in a differ-
ent verse, “‘Wherever | will permit you to
mention My Name | shall come to you
and bless you’ (Shemos 20:21). Hashem
can be reached by any Jew, any place any

time. He is completely accessible. When
we reach the next world, after 120 years,
the situation will be different. Whatever
connection we have established with the
Almighty will remain fixed. We cannot
come any closer.”
“Oy vey!”
“Yes, oy vey. Therefore, my dear friend
Yankel, now is the time to act! Now is
the time to call out to Hashem. He is
always there. He always receives your
calls. He always listens. He is All Power-
ful, and capable of granting all of your
requests.  Furthermore, He
desires a close relationship
with you. He wants you to
call out to Him, look to
Him, open your heart to
Him, and trust Him. In
return He will come
close to you. That is the
most precious
relationship ~ that a
human being can ever
have. It gives you strength, comfort,
and faith. It gives the Almighty nachas
ruach, something more valuable than
diamonds. And, it lasts forever. You rela-
tionship with Hashem will continue in the
next world . . . for eternity.”
“That is awesome.”
“Indeed. Call out to Hashem. He will
cherish your call, and give you unbeliev-
able reward.”

Kinderlach . . .

When you are down, Who do you call?
When you are happy, Who do you thank?
When you need something, Who do you
ask? When you are alone, Whose com-
pany do you seek? Who is always there to
listen? Who will always stay with you for-
ever and ever? Only One. Hashem. We
say every day in Ashrei, ‘Hashem is close
to all who call upon Him — to all who call
upon Him sincerely.” Take these words to
heart, and call out to Hashem. He hears
you, and He will relate to you. This rela-
tionship that you will establish is more
precious than gold and silver. Cultivate,
cherish it, guard it, and you will enjoy it
forever. Call out to Hashem. He is yours.

Rav Gifter once went with his son-in-
law, Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Feuer to a
diamond dealer in Manhattan. The dealer
explained to the Rav the details about the
size and value of the diamonds. Some of
the diamonds were so small that their
beauty could only be appreciated with a
microscope. Yet, the dealer was very
careful with each and every diamond, no
matter how small. Rabbi Feuer related
that Rav Gifter valued each and every
word of Torah as a great treasure, in the
same way that the diamond dealer val-
ued even the smallest diamonds.

ame Rabbi Feuer told Rav Gifter a

chiddush (original Torah thought) on
Mesecta Eruven from one of his congre-
gants. Rav Gifter, upon hearing this was
so elated that got up, took his son-in-
law’s hand, and began dancing around
the dining room table singing, “Tov i
Toras picha me-alfei zahav vokesef” (The
Torah of Your mouth is better for me
than thousands in gold and silver - Tehil-
lim 119:72).

ne Rav was once giving a shiur (lec-

ture) to the entire Yeshiva. His shiurim
were very deep and complicated, and to
interrupt him was unthinkable. A young
student stood up in the middle of the
shiur and asked a question. Rav Gifter
walked several feet across the room, and
gave this young man a big kiss on the
forehead. That is how much he valued
the student’s words of Torah.

ne Radak explains the following verse

in Tehillim (84:6). “Fortunate is the man
whose strength is in You. It forms paths in
his heart.” Constant learning and striving
to increase his knowledge and wisdom of
Hashem’s Torah will make paths into
your heart. Each day you will traverse
those paths and strengthen them. That is
the secret to love of Torah. Learn it con-
stantly. It will enter your heart.

A Love of Torah

ne Medrash Tanchuma relates that

Yisro had seven names. One of them was
Chovav, which means dear. Why was
Yisro called Chovav? Because he cher-
ished the Torah. HaRav HaGaon Mor-
dechai Gifter zt”l passed away nineteen
years ago. His love of Torah knew no
bounds, as the following stories heard at
the hespedim (eulogies) in Jerusalem illus-
trate.

Kinderlach . . .

Someone who loves another person can-
not bear to be separated from them. They
want to be together all of the time. A per-
son who loves a particular place or thing
also cannot bear to leave it. That is what
we are striving for in Torah. Rav Gifter
zt”l learned so much Torah with such fire,
that his love for it grew very strong. So
strong that he and the Torah became in-
separable. In his memory, let us strive to
emulate him. Try to increase your learn-
ing. And try to learn with real enthusiasm.
Keep in mind that the Torah that you are
learning is more valuable than diamonds.

All rights reserved to the author <* Please direct all inquiries concerning this publication to (02) 585-2216. #1109#
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A Proper Environment - The Key to Growth

181 “nn " jnd NNt ynwi
awnY 0'PIN DWY TWUX 75 IR dwUn
XY DX T RN D L InY IR
n"ynn”
“And Yisro, the minister of Midyan, heard all
that Hashem did to Moshe and to Yisroel, His
people; that Hashem took Yisroel out of
Mitzrayim.” The Torah tells us that Yisro
heard about what occurred to Moshe and Klal
Yisroel, and he therefore wanted to join them.

We know that it is truly special to be a part of
the Chosen Nation — Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s
nation. However, why did Yisro feel the need
to actually join Klal Yisroel in the Midbar?
Why not just convert to Judaism, and serve
Hakodosh Boruch Hu from where he was?
18:2 “NwR NIDX DX NWN NN NN NPl
nun” —“And Yisro, the father-in-law of Moshe,
took Tzipporah, the wife of Moshe.” Yisro took
Tzipporah and her two sons now, to teach Klal
Yisroel a 7own 10m, a very wise and important
lesson for life. It says in Shemos Rabbah 1:32
that Tzipporah was called as such because she
purified her father’s house with the blood of
the “n19¥” — “bird” which purifies a Metzorah.
Being that Tzipporah was Zoche to be the wife
of Moshe Rabbeinu, and because of it, her
father’s
became Geirim — they came under the Kanfei

entire household converted and

Hashechina, and were from the great people in
Klal Yisroel, then certainly Klal Yisroel should
take Mussar for themselves. If having a
connection to Moshe Rabbeinu can have such
a great effect on Goyim, how much more so can
Moshe have a positive effect on Yidin, his
brothers, his nation, by them being close to
Moshe. “nx ' Dw1a TNRN DY YUK N1 W DRI
101 ywa men 0 — “And her (Tzipporah’s)
two sons: of whom the name of one was
Gershom, for he had said, ‘I was a sojourner in
a strange land’.” “nm yaN” — “a strange land”
is a reference to Mitzrayim, which was called,
“Amd1” to all of its residents, for they were
constantly made to move from one location to
another. Bereishis 47:21 “Inx 1vayn nyn NI
INX¥? VI DX 722 nxpn ,0we — “As for the
nation, he resettled it by cities, from one end
of Mitzrayim’s borders to the other.” Rashi
explains that Yosef transferred all the people
of Mitzrayim from one city to another, in order
to demonstrate that individuals no longer had
a claim to their former property. There was a
great hunger in Mitzrayim, and Yosef had
control over all of the food in Mitzrayim. In
order to obtain food from Yosef, one had to give
Yosef, the Kingship of Mitzrayim, all of their
lands. By Yosef having them constantly move,
it was apparent that they did not have any
ownership rights in the land. Thus, they were
called, “n21” — sojourners in their land. As
the Arizal explains on the Posuk in Bereishis

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

15:13 “nn%? X7 yaxa T At a7 — meaning
that Klal Yisroel would be strangers in a land,
that the land would not be the resident’s land
— namely, the resident Mitzriyim were not
owners of the land they inhabited. When
Moshe went to Midyan, he married Tzipporah,
who was a “auin” a resident in the land of
Midyan. Moshe wanted a remembrance of his
being a stranger in a land that was “nm21” —
the land of Mitzrayim, so he called his son,
pwa. All of the Mitzvos we perform we are to
do, “D"yn N7 1017 — as a remembrance of our
being Zoche to leave the land of Mitzrayim.
We must remember that we were slaves in
Mitzrayim, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu took us
out of Mitzrayim, in order that we serve Him:
learn Torah and perform the Mitzvos of the
Torah. (n wx |2)

It says in the Sefer ‘71T njpm that
the reason that Yisro wanted to join Klal
Yisroel was because he heard of the great
attribute of Klal Yisroel, that they did not go
to battle against the Mitzriyim, even before
they were told that the Yam would split for
them. Klal Yisroel were Zoche to a miracle
where the Yam split for them, and they did not
battle against the Mitzriyim. One could have
advanced an argument and said that it wasn’t
that Klal Yisroel chose not to fight against the
Mitzriyim, but that they did not fight because
they had no idea how to. They were servants
in Mitzrayim for years, and did not know how
to fight, and therefore they did not fight. The
answer to this question is that we see clearly
that this was not the case, for when it came to
the battle with Amalek, Klal Yisroel did go out
and fight them. We see that Klal Yisroel did
know how to fight, and that which they did not
fight against the Mitzriyim was because they
did not want to be naIv 193, ingrates, against
them. Klal Yisroel exhibited the great Midah
of Hakoras Hatov, even though the Mitzriyim
were not exactly nice to them, but Klal Yisroel
were still in their land for many years, and did
not want to fight them. When Yisro heard of
the battle of Amalek, he then understood that
Klal Yisroel did not fight the Mitzriyim
because of Hakoras Hatov, and this made him
want to be a part of Klal Yisroel. This is what
Rashi means when he says, that Yisro hears
Milchemes Amalek; Yisro heard about the
Milchemes Amalek, and then he knew that
Klal Yisroel had the amazing Midah of
Hakoras Hatov. (90w "nn)

What did Yisro hear that caused him
to join Klal Yisroel — he heard about Krias
Yam Suf and Milchemes Amalek. “xaIynw” —
He heard and he came. Why does Rashi and
others tell us that Yisro came because of Krias
Yam Suf and Milchemes Amalek, when the
Posuk tells us explicitly, “7x 1w nx "1 XXIn D
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n¥nn” — “Because Hashem took Yisroel out of
Mitzrayim?” Yisro sinned to some extent by
his being an advisor to Paroah about the evil
he perpetrated again Klal Yisroel, even though
Yisro gave him good advice — not to harm Klal
Yisroel, as the Gemara in Sotah 1la says.
Makkos 5b — One who is part of a group of
those who sin, even if he doesn’t actually sin,
nonetheless he is punished along with the
sinners. Yisro was part of a group of sinners,
Yisro did much
Teshuva for his being part of that group and
turned away from  Avodah  Zarah.
Nonetheless, now that he heard about Krias
Yam Suf, he recognized the Midah of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that everything is
Midah K'neged Midah. Yisro understood from
this that his Teshuva should also be Midah
K'neged Midah. He therefore wanted the
opportunity to give good advice to Klal Yisroel.

and was therefore liable.

That meant that he was required to give good
advice to Klal Yisroel if the situation arose
where he could give them good advice.
Perhaps it was good enough for him to stay
where he was and potentially give advice from
there. Was there any reason that he had an
obligation to do more than that, to actively
seek to do whatever he could to give them
advice? Perhaps he did not have to terribly
inconvenience himself, or worse, by going
through the Midbar with them. That was until
he heard that Amalek advanced from faraway
to attack Klal Yisroel. If to do evil to Klal
Yisroel Amalek was willing to go far, then
certainly he must act in kind and travel
through the Midbar with Klal Yisroel in order
to give them advice, and rectify his wrong.
(3910 oNN)

While it is certainly a great privilege
and wonderful thing to be a Yid, one must
know that the way to grow in Yiddishkeit is to
be around other Yidin, specifically Tzaddikim
and Talmidei Chachomim, as they have a
profound effect on all around them, and they
help elevate all to a greater level of Ruchniyos.
Klal Yisroel demonstrated great Middos,
including the Midah of Hakoras Hatov. How
can one acquire such a Midah if he does not
have it? While a person can work on it on his
own, his best chance of acquiring that Midah
is by being around those who live it. The more
one sees it and becomes accustomed to it, the
more he will be attracted to it, and will end up
doing it as well. Yisro also wanted to have a
direct opportunity to assist Klal Yisroel. He
wanted to do for others, and if he was far away
from them, he would not have had the
opportunity to help others. May we be Zoche
to be in a proper environment which helps
foster our continued growth in Yiddishkeit.
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CAN ONE EVER PREPARE ENOUGH

Chazal tell us that Moshe Rabbeinu added on a day of preparation to Matan Torah. Hashem requested from Bnei Yisrael to prepare 1nni nI'n today
and tomorrow. Moshe added a third day of preparation. Hashem gave the Torah after Moshe's added day which conveyed that He agreed with
Moshe's decision (Shmos 19,15 Rashi). Why did Moshe Rabbeinu feel it necessary to add on to the instructions of Hashem of only a requirement of
two day preparations? Some meforshim explain that it was to demonstrate the power of the Chachamim and Torah Sh'bal Peh. We would like to
suggest to you three thoughts on this matter.

For the attainment of any qualitative mitzvah fulfillment, one has to prepare for it and think about the significance of the avodah he is about to
perform. This is one of the reasons why our chachamim instituted the saying of a beracha prior to its fulfillment. By making preparations before the
fulfillment of the mitzvah, one allows himself the possibility of infusing the mitzvah with freshness and enthusiasm, without which it would fall into
the category of rote and habitual conduct. However, sometimes even the preparation can become rote. Let us take for instance the recital of berachos
before the performance of mitzvos. They were initially instituted in order to supply us withnthe fervor and devotion that we might have been missing
without it. But alas, they too have become mechanical and are recited without concentration and feeling. So what are we supposed to do in order to
kindle the natural fire of the neshamah? This is a real problem that every spiritual growth oriented person has to constantly grapple with and face
time and time again.

The minhag by Chassidim and others is that the Birkas Hazimun before bentching begins with the Yiddish calling of |'waya |2yl 1'n 'MIa instead of
7021 ‘NN | once read that the purpose of this alteration is because the Birkas Hazimum was instituted by our Chachamim as a preparation for the
mitzvah of Birkas Hamazon. However, over time, since this is a mitzvah of the Rabbanan it also eventually became rote and habit and became viewed
merely as an elongated Benching thereby losing its identity of being a preparation for benching. So in order to get everyone's attention and at the
same time to preserve the Birkas Hazimun as being recognized as a preparation for benching, the custom has become to say 1121 'nia1 in Yiddish.
In this way, everybody will realize that the purpose of Birkas Hazimun is to prepare to bentch and to get one's thoughts together. Obviously the
Anshei Kenneses Hagdolah did not speak the Yiddish language and therefore the Zimun is not an elongated attachment to the nusach of benching,
but rather only our added introduction to serve as our calling to prepare for this great mitzvah of Birkas Hamazon.

Let us apply this same thought to Moshe's added day of preparation for Matan Torah. With Hashem's command to prepare two days in advance
there lies a twofold challenge. His commandment of preparation can be looked upon as part of Matan Torah and not as a preparation to it. Another
added hurdle to these two days of preparation is the Chazal that tell us that a person who is commanded to perform a mitzvah is greater than the
one who fulfills the mitzvah voluntarily. Tosfos explains that the reason for this is because when one is commanded to fulfill the mitzvah, his yetzer
harah is working with his full bag of tricks against him not to fulfill Hashem's will. This is in contrast to one who performs a mitzvah when he is not
commanded to do so, for the yetzer harah does not invest his energy to stop such an individual since he would only be capturing a booby prize.

Moshe felt that it was necessary to add a one day preparation originating from Man thereby separating the preparation from being mistakenly being
connected to Matan Torah itself. As the preparation remains a preparation and not lost in the forest, it will inspire increased devotion, excitement,
and kavannah for the mitzvah of Kabbalas Hatorah. Preparation that stems from Man also protects the preparation from being stymied and
extinguished by the yetzer harah, in contrast to one that is commanded by Hashem.

A second thought on the matter relates to an explanation that is given why there were 49 days of Sefirah before Matan Torah. The interpretation is
that the Mishnah in Avos states that there are 48 prerequisites in order to acquire the Torah. The first 48 days are designated to make these
acquisitions. The 49t day is to realize that with all our work, we have not yet even begun to prepare for this colossal otherworldly gift. As paradoxical
as it sounds, only with this stark realization of our inadequacy, we are now really prepared to receive the Torah.

This same concept is repeated in the Nishmas Kol Chai tefillah. We say that if our mouths were full of song as the oceans, our lips as wide as the
heavens, our eyes as brilliant as the sun, our tongues abundant with song like the waves of the sea, we would be totally inadequate and incapable
to praise You for your unending kindness etc. Yet after we finish stating our declaration of total inefficiencies, we say in the same breath that with
the limbs You created us with, we will praise, thank, bless, elevate, accept your kinship, bring out you holiness, etc? The answer is that the moment
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we realize that we are void of any power that could come near to praise You Hashem even an iota, only then we are given the permission to do our
best and within our capability to praise You.

Moshe Rabbeinu felt that we shouldn’t be deceived into thinking that it is within our human means to sufficiently prepare for Matan Torah and the
revelation of Hashem at Har Sinai even if Hashem commands us to do so. The extra day of preparation parallels the 49t day of Sefirah by which we
came to the realization that we haven’t even begun to prepare and we must start again.

Likewise, after preparing ourselves to daven the Shemoneh Esrai by the prior reciting of Birchos Hashachar, Pesukai D'zimrah, Birchos Shmah, Yetzias
Mitzrayim and Kerias Yam Suf, we nevertheless still approach the Shemoneh Esrai with the passuk supplicating 7'n7nn Ta' 'o1 NNON 'MOY TN
Hashem | am incapable of opening my mouth to say your praises please open my mouth. Only with this introductional passuk it is proper to stand
and daven before the King of Kings the creator of the cosmos and universe. Similarly we find that first daf of every Mesechta sends the same message
by beginning with the second daf. It is as if it is sending the message that no matter how much you learn in this mesechta look at yourself as if you
never even got started with daf aleph. With this realization you can now begin to start learning. Likewise Moshe Rabbeinu wanted Am Yisrael to come
to that realization that even with two days of commanded preparation, it is considered as if you didn't even start preparing. Only with this realization
you can now go and receive Hashem and His Torah the following day.

A third thought on this matter is the chait of Aitz Hadaas happened because Adam added a non prescribed attachment to the commandment of
Hashem. Hashem told Adam not to eat from the tree. However, Adam added in his instructions to Chavah, a safeguard to distance herself from eating
the fruit, and that was the prohibition not to even touch the tree or its fruit. The problem was that he did not reveal to her that touching the tree
was added by him and not by Hashem. The Nachash being aware of Adam's communication to Chavah concerning the added prohibition of contact
with the tree, cashed in on the opportunity to intentionally push Chavah against the tree. With its malicious and deceptive character, by doing so it
proved that just as she didn't die by transgressing the command of Hashem not to touch the tree, she won't die by transgressing the prohibition of
eating from the tree. Convinced of the Nachash's reasoning and logic, she partook from the tree and gave it to Adam as well.

Concerning this explanation of the cause of Man's falling from Hashem, Chazal say in Sanhedrin Y112 q'0mn 2. Anyone who adds, in reality detracts.
Therefore, in order to bring a full tikkun to the chait of Aitz Hadaas which was rectified at Matan Torah |nnnItT nj709 (Shabbos 146), Moshe reenacted
the conduct of adding but made sure that this time it was not a detraction but just the opposite. Therefore Moshe added on a day of preparation
without first speaking to Hashem, similarly to Adam adding on the prohibition of touching the tree without telling Chavah about the addition. With
this addition Yisrael became greater prepared for Matan Torah and not only did it not detract from the initial statement that was made by Hashem,
but it reinforced it as well.
At Matan Torah Moshe added and Hashem agreed. This is not always the case with adding. One must make a cheshbon hanefesh when he decides
to add on to Hashem's words. In the Shma Yisrael there are two enlarged letters in the first passuk, the ayin of ynw and the dalet of TnX. It spells
the letters of YT to know, TV to be a witness to Hashem, and in the English pronunciation it reads TV to add. Before one decides to add stringencies
or upgrades to the Torah, he must T know himself well to discover what is behind his motivation to add. Has he fulfilled everything that is expected
of him with exactness that he is ready to journey on to new additions? One must remember that all his actions must be a Ty testimony to Hashem
to the all - knowing judge. One can fool and deceive the populace but testimony to Hashemn must be the truth the whole truth and nothing but the
truth. Don't add if by doing so you will come to neglect Hashem's and the Chachamim's previous obligations.
One would be better off to first speak it out with a Chacham or a Rebbi prior to adding on to what you think is important. | would like to share with
you a personal story which | call the Legend of the White Sox. As a bachur | started the minhag to wear white socks for Shabbos since the Ari was
makpid to wear four white garments and | was a ben bayis Shabbos guest by a local Rebbe who did the same. Sunday morning my Rebbi ztl Rav
Shlomo Freifeld called me over and asked me what's with the white socks on Shabbos? (I grew up in Boston whose home team was the Boston Red
Sox in contrast to Chicago's White Sox. Until today | wonder if my Rebbi had this kavannah in mind as well as an opening line for the conversation). |
replied the minhag of the Ari and kovod Shabbos. He smiled only the way he alone could smile, with both love and mussar asking, Are you maavir
the Sedrah niaan TNXRI KN DY which is a halacha in the Shulchan Aruch which has greater priority than a minhag? The message to me was clear.
It feels much better and it is easier to fulfill kovod Shabbos with white socks than to be maavir the Sedrah. Maybe that was my rationalization and
cover up on my shortcoming of not always completing the parsha as | should have, thereby not honoring the Shabbos properly with the basics. The
struggle of DIAAN TNRI X171 DY in honor of Shabbos is more of a kovod to Shabbos specifically because it requires greater sacrifice of my comfort
zone than white socks. Baruch Hashem my Rebbi socked it to me, and implanted in my head the light of what it means to become a deeper ovaid
Hashem.

Gut Shabbos | Rav Brazil
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Zera

Shimshon

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel
Nachmani, was born in 5467
(1706/1707) into an illustrious
family ~with great Rabbinical
lineage. He studied the revealed and
concealed parts of the Torah by the
Torah greats of his day.

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa,
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was
recognized as a holy and pious
individual, as well as a tremendous
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah.
He passed away on the 6™ of Elul
5539 (1779).

His Seforim were named, Toldos
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the
Torah. In his introduction, he
explains that since his only son had
died during his lifetime, he wrote
his Seforim to perpetuate his own
memory after his passing.

The following is his passionate
request to learn his works.

“I implore of you with ten terms of
supplication to choose from my
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that
finds favor in your eyes, for your
learning will sooth my soul etc...
“This righteousness will stand by
you forever — to ‘eat’ in this world,
and be satiated in the next. In this
merit, Hashem will repay you with
children, health and sustenance.
“...and now my brothers and
friends etc. do a true kindness, and
with your eyes you will see children
and  grandchildren  surrounding
your table, houses filled with all
that is good, wealth and honor will
not cease from your children...”
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Yisro heard everything that Hashem did to Moshe and the Yisroel, His people,

that Hashem had taken Yisroel out of Eqypt (18:1).

Rashi, quoting the Gemara (Sota 12b), says that Yisro heard about the splitting
of the Yam Suf and the war with Amalek and these two events caused him to join
the Jewish people.

The Zera Shimshon asks how did Chazal know that it was specifically these
two things that made Yisro join the Jewish people in the desert. As well, it seems that
it was both of these happenings together that made Yisro come and that one or the
other by themselves would not have made Yisro decide to come and join the Jewish
people?

The Zera Shimshon explains that, earlier (Shemos 1:10), Rashi explains that the
Egyptians decided to get rid of the Jewish people via water. They chose this method
because they were aware that Hashem punishes measure for measure and He had
already promised that He would never punish the world again with a flood. What
they did not understand was that although Hashem promised not to bring a flood on
the entire world, He never promised not to eradicate a country with a flood. As well,
Hashem promised not to bring a flood upon dry land, however, He still could
punish those that sinned with water by bringing those that He wanted to punish to
the water itself.

The difference that Yisro saw between these two possibilities that Hashem still
had even thought He had promised not to bring a flood was that by bringing a flood
on only one country and not the world, that would be considered acting craftily
(Chas VeSholom) to get around His promise. Whereas not bringing a flood at all and
just having the Egyptians come by themselves into the water and drowning is not
since Hashem didn’t bring any form of flood.

When Yisro saw that Hashem chose to bring the Egyptians to the water as
opposed to brining a flood to Egypt, he was close concluding that in other promises
Hashem would not do something (that Yisro deemed) crafty to get out of the
promise He made. Namely, the promise He made to the forefathers that He would
not destroy the Jewish nation.

Technichally, Hashem could have said that this promise was only if they acted
properly but if they stepped out of line, the promise is irrelevant. Now that Hashem
chose to bring the Egyptians to the water and they themselves entered the water,
rather than bring the flood on them in their own land, Yisro decided to join the
Jewish people because he was almost convinced that Hashem wouldn’t evade His
promise not to destroy the Jewish people.

This however was still unclear to Yisro since the Medrash (Rabba Bereishis
97:3) says that when Moshe Rabbeinu was taken out of the Nile, all the other babies
that were thrown into the Nile came out alive. Thus, in reality, the Egyptians did not
kill any of the Jewish children. For this reason, Yisro thought that perhaps that was
why Hashem didn’t bring the flood on the Egyptians in Egypt but rather brought
them to the water. Therefore, Yisro was still undecided how Hashem dealt with His
promises.

However, this was only firmly proven to Yisro when the Jews fought Amalek.
At that time, the Jews were not in the best state as the passuk says (Shemos 17:7),
they doubted Hashem by saying, “...Is Hashem among us or no?” Still, Hashem did
not allow Amalek to destroy them. This proved to Yisro that indeed, even when the
Jews were not good, Hashem did not look for a way out of His promise not to
destroy them. That is when he decided to join the Jewish people.
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so that we can
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Ramapost offers a weekly printed subscription to the following Divrei Torah:
Please fill out the online forrm at RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH to subscribe. We ask that
your free printed divrei torah be picked up every Friday at our Monsey (Rt 59) or Wesely Hills/Pomona location.
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Meoros Hatzadikkim  Sichat Hashavua Likutay Torah Oneg Shabbos Hitkashrut Ohr Chaim Torah
Dvar Torah & (Hebrew) (English) (English) (Hebrew) (Hebrew) We”springs
Weekly Yahrzeits R’ Elimelech Biderman
(English) (English)

Ramapost.com/
meoros-hatzadikkim
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Compilation of Divrel Torah

DIVRE] TORA n1 In n Hﬂ n1 Ramapost.com/ram-hatorah

DIVREI TORAH PRINTED & DISTRIBUTED BY RAMAPOST
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM

info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL 382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952



AD H E R E ! Send your artwork to mitzvos@ramapost.com to secure your ad space.

CAR SERVICE

5 “ <A 2 i
b et 177 79801 £ N
) TR0 D10 W0 N~ i
i i : T OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Rabbi Daniel David Dahan, Sofer Stam - \ . O WILLS & TRUSTS © TAX PLANNING

_ ROCKLAND TRANSFERS 5
'Years

Tel: 646 387 5683. Email: Sofersogoodd@gmail.com © ELDER LAW © MEDICAID PLANNING
Checking, writing, and sale of Sefer Torah, Tefillins, il fe © PROBATE © ESTATE PLANNING

Mezuzot, and Megillot.  * SAME DAY SERVICE # 5 ivals) ate © TRUST ADMINISTRATION © SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
© HALACHIC WILLS © ASSET PROTECTION

WOD'LSOdVINVY

Emanuel Haas, ksq.  Ari J. Zaltz, ksq

reseve Online | Haas & Zaltz, LLP

www.RocklandTransfers.com
CO“;’TEXT 845.425.3900

INFO@HAASZALTZ.COM | WWW.HAASZALTZ.COM

(845) 288'8838 2 PERLMAN DR | STE 301 | SPRING VALLEY, NY 10977

al ‘lﬁdependent e%t%shop several companies to find..
— you theright cov and the rlght prlce N

ROSENBLUM &l CHEVRA L'BITACHON
ARCH'TECTURE j \ OF ROCKLAND C(’UN’[‘Y

TODD ROSENBLUM @ rosenblumarchitecture.com
Chevra L'Bitachon is a community security f
. 845.364.0337 @ 200 East Eckerson Road . . . . i i
0 914.522.6793 Suite 230 organization which tré?ms and manages (©) 347.618.5028
= todd@adaparch.com New City, NY 10956 members of the community to become guards bookings@djkaej.com

for their own shuls and mosdos as well as
other security related resources.

For more info, please contact us at info@clbrc.org
or call/whatsapp 845.704.1205

(add us to whatsapp to see our regular security related updates)

e J'W'f A ENTERPRISES CORP.

5 4 OCKLAD Custom Home Builders
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www.POMONAENTERPRISES.com
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Z ‘ UNLIMITEDISRAEL
N

ON ISRAEL’S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK
P: 845-371-9800
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS >>



