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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 9 J y ,

eople often use the expression, to voice their frustration, and
P say: “Enough is enough?” Siblings always “fight”, and it might

be that in our house, many, many moons ago the expression
was - “enough is enough, but more than enough is for sure enough”
We will IYH read about the “more than enough” that gave Klal Yisroel
its second major black eye in the Midbar, the Chet Hameraglim. Here,
Kadosh Baruch Hu says to Moshe: mrn opn »nyx» mx 7y - how much,
to what point will these people anger Me (14:11). Our reaction to the
report of the Meraglim was to cry, causing catastrophic results for
them, and for us. The Gemara (Sanhedrin 104A) teaches that Hashem’s
comment was: “You cried for nothing, without a cause, I will give you a
reason to cry on this day for generations.” That night became the ninth
of Av, described as n>5n noan noa (Eicha 1:2), she weeps and weeps in
the night, where Klal Yisroel weeps twice for the destruction of both
Batei Mikdash. (The lesson here is that we cannot cry for nothing - no
matter what - because the tears of a Yid are so Chashuv to Hashem
that they must be utilized properly and rise above mans’ pettiness to
establish our own ob¥a x123w oxn 2an.) The Maharal comments on
the Gemara - mixn mxn pmy ar pay. He goes on to explain (Chidushei
Aggados Sanhedrin, Gevuros 61) the extent of that calamity was that
Yetzias Mitzraim, and the entry into Eretz Yisroel, were meant to be one
unit and both would have been eternal. The exodus from MItzraim was
eternal with the Cheirus Olam - we became Avdei Hashem perpetually,
without interruption, and had the Yotzei Mitzraim been able to follow
through and flow naturally into Eretz Yisroel, our entry would have
been forever. Our crying severed the entry into the land from the
Exodus, causing Bechiya Ledoros (See Malbim in Torah Ohr).

So many Meforshim try to make some sense of how the Yotzei mitzraim,
having witnessed Nissim V’Niflaos without end, where every rule of
nature was shattered, could suddenly question Hashem’s ability to bring
them into Eretz Yisroel. That question is not where this article is going,
but rather will focus on Moshe Rabbeinu’s Tefilah to save us.

The Chet Hameraglim and the Chet Haegel both brought us to the
brink of extinction were it not for Moshe’s interceding on our behalf.
Moshe created the Yud Gimmel Midos Harachamim in order to spare
us from the Egel, and a modified form of the Yud Gimmel Middos
for the Meraglim. The Ramban makes a note of those differences and
explains the reasons for Moshe making the changes (14:17). Moshe
Rabbeinu pulls out all the stops to save us by invoking the Zechus of
the Avos - 772y SxwH pnyh omax> a1 (Shmos 32:13) - to spare us
from namw, from »i and from Galus (Rashi ibid). Klal Yisroel exists to
this very day on the Zechus Avos, as we say three times a day, *1on 2om
D73 7135 SR Xoam max.

The Ramban wonders - why did Moshe’s Tefilla after the Meraglim not
include the Avos? His answer is frightening. Eretz Yisroel was given
to the Avos, and we were supposed to inherit it from them, but the
Meraglim defied their fathers and renounced the gift of the Avos. Twx
1T 7NN PWHK X DMK DM 191 TRN 12 0ma i maxa. How could Moshe

VOL. 1/ISSUE 41 2”wnNn 11"D 0"’

invoke the Zechus Avos when the sons are ready to discard the very
land that the Avos loved and cherished. What a powerful Vort! I once
saw from the Chafetz Chaim that the Zechus Avos can only help us
if we value and treasure the same things that the Avos valued and
treasured; then we belong to them. Otherwise, we become like the
words in my Mechutans song: “They were Jews I didn't recognize”
Mesorah has a very special place by Ehrliche Yidden, as it should. The
delicate issue with Mesorah is that sometimes it may be based on a
mistake. I once had a Talmid tell me, how can it be Asur to talk during
Davening - my grandfather talks, my father talks, all my uncles talk, it’s
almost like a Minhag! I once Davened in a Shteibel that shall remain
nameless, where the moment they finish “Keser”, they start putting out
the Kiddush on the tables- 55 5an )55a. My friend sitting next to me
quipped (after Chazaras Hashatz) that every kid in this Shteible thinks
that the last words of Mussaf on Shabbos are 11212 mm banw.

But Gutteh Yidden know what is real and take it very seriously. The
love of Torah, the love of Talmidei Chachamim, the love of »>1¥2 opow
"2y, the love of family, the love of Eretz Yisroel are all on the agenda.
No, no, this is not an advertisement for Birthright just a chance for me
to vent. The sad situation in Israel today is very disturbing. The long
time tension between Daatiim and the secular population is becoming
disturbingly more agitated. Any Frum Yid is mortified at the things
that some Jews say about Torah and Yiddishhkeit, sprinkled with Israeli
humility, of course. There is, however, a Pasuk that the increasingly
militant left fulfills y7mmn 10 105, When Yechezkel (20:32) chastised
us, he gives voice to our thoughts; om5 mn oAamx onx a1 oo Sy abym
" myaxn mnawna- let us be like the nations, like the families of the
lands. It is hard to be proud of what’s going on there and I sense, its
eroding the necessary yaxn nxn for some of us. What are we thinking
when we say:omma x5 qmwa wry nrmmm ? I believe that most of our
Zeides and Bubbas would have walked barefoot in the snow across
Europe to Eretz Yisroel- my father AH would have - if they would only
have let him in. We know what’s wrong, but we can’t throw out the
baby with the bathwater - that’s our Mesora from the Avos. Okay, that’s
enough, back to the Ramban.

The Ramban gives us another insight into what Kalev did. Chazal tells
us (Sotah 34B) that Yehoshua received a Beracha from Moshe to be
spared from the plot of the Meraglim, whereas Kalev went to Chevron
to be Mespallel at the Mearas Hamachpeila to be spared. It may just be
that he did not go there because it’s a Makom Kadosh, he went there
to get an injection of yaxn nxn that the Avos loved so much, as an
immunity to the other Meraglim.

May we all be Zoche to cherish and embrace our Mesora- and be able to
return without interruption to omma ¥ - BBA- mywrb noynn.
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MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the leadership of Rav Chaim Zev Levitan and is dedicated to oider Bais Medrash bochurim who have
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Do not fear — IN'N 1N

There is a story brought down in ‘Chovos Halevavos’: ‘One of
the Chassidim related that he saw a fearful man sleeping in
the desert. He asked him: “Aren’t you afraid of the lion when
you sleep in the desert?” He replied: “I am ashamed from my
master, if he should see that | am afraid of anything other
than he.” One can read this story over and over and it would
still be hard to comprehend. Since he is ashamed, so he is not
afraid? Sometimes it is possible to see this mainly with
children who act as if they are not afraid because they do not
want the others to laugh at them and make fun of them. But
the truth is, in their hearts, they are very afraid, and they are
just hiding it. Then, what is the chassid’s answer that ‘I am
ashamed from my master if he sees that | am afraid’?
The miraglim [spies] tried to scare the nation with their
stories about the strange land that they had seen and the
mighty and fearful people that lived there. But Yehoshua bin
Nun and Kaleiv ben Yefunah told the people (14:9) 72x 'na N’
'YAXN DY DX IKY'N X DNXE TN - ‘But do not rebel
against Hashem. And you will not fear the people of the
land’. Here too, the words come back to them. They told the
people, ‘Do not fear’, do not be afraid, but the people were
afraid! How do you try to calm the people?! You want them
to put on an act as if they are not afraid, like that child who
puts on an act because he is embarrassed that they will make
fun of him?!
The answer to the question is in this very posuk. ‘But do not
rebel against Hashem’. Yehoshua and Kaleiv told the people:
“You need to be afraid, but not from the Canaanites and the
giants, rather, from HaKadosh Baruch Hu, you have to be
afraid of Him, as it states in Mishlei (28:14) Tnon DTX NWX
'Tmn — ‘Praiseworthy is the man who always fears’. But you
try to change things, to rebel against Hashem chas v’shalom,
and fear people. This is not right. This too was the response
of the chassid. It is not that | am putting on an act as if | am
not afraid, | am afraid, but | am only afraid of HaKadosh
Baruch Hu. Therefore, ‘1 am ashamed from my Master, if he
sees that | am afraid of anything else besides Him’. Every Jew
must remember this. Everyone has fear in his heart. You can
choose to fear people or animals or to fear HaKadosh Baruch
Hu.
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‘The main thing is the intent’ — "maidA Y7y’

My brother-in-law left with my sister and young daughter to visit family
in the south to celebrate a family chalakah [a boy’s first haircut]. They
also invited my father to join them for the trip so he could get out a little
since he was isolated because of the coronavirus.
Father generally does not take trips like this, he took some seforim with
him to learn on the way and he went. As for me, | left with my wife, to
Rechov Bar llan Shmuel HaNavi to take care of a few things and | took
my mother and two small brothers along to get them out of the house
since they too had been stuck in the house.
On the way to one of the stores we passed by the cemetery of Sanhedria
where many Gedolim are buried. My mother had wanted to daven there
by the graves, | suggested that the main reason we went was to get
some air, now we should go in and pray. Mother was very please with
the suggestion and she poured her heart out in prayer for every family
member, with tears and pleading. She went like this from stone to stone
crying and pleading in a way that | had never seen my mother do before.
| was pleased to see my mother pray with such feeling like this and | too
used the time to daven warmly and my wife sis as well. We stood like
this for two whole hours, praying for the family and all of Am Yisrael.
When we left there, Mother thanked me very much and she said that
she did not know why, but she had a feeling that she had to daven like
that. My wife also said that she had a unique feeling and she could only
daven for my family and in particular my sister, my father, and the
babies. It was strange and | also davened more and my mother. We
thought that since they were not with us, we thought about them more.
However, two hours later, everything became clear as to why we cried
so much: At the exact time that we were davening, my brother-in-law
got into an accident. My sister broke her arm. My father was learning
and he walked away without a scratch. Apparently, the merit of Torah
protected him, even though the windshield shattered. My brother-in-law
walked with minor injuries and the babies were unharmed.
The car flew off the road after being hit by a speeding truck coming at
them. They ended up on the side of the road and the truck squealed to a
stop half a meter before crushing them all to death.
In retrospect, we now understood the hashgacha that occurred for the
safety of the family and for some reason we said all those Tefillos which
saved their lives.
There were many other miracles, but | told myself that | would only
write a few to inform everyone that Hashem is G-d, King of the World
and preceded prayer to the affliction and everything in an amazing way.
With thanks to the Creator of the World.

.n.n
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In a way a man wishes to go — they lead
him ﬂw

T )

'lv1> YIX DX NNY D'WIR 17 N7Y' — ‘Send forth for yourself men,
and let them spy out the land of Canaan’ (13:2). Many ask, why
did Moshe Rabeinu agree to the request of the people to send
out spies to check out the land when this might result in crying
for generations and even to cause the Nation of Israel to wait in
the Wilderness for forty years, and make them go on 42 journeys
in an infertile land — instead of taking them straight into the
desired land and benefit from its glow?
You chose life — D'"na nanal
Rather, it is the way of the Torah to give a person free will to
choose between good and bad. This is why the world was created
that the person can choose for himself the path that he wants to
go on, whether on the path of avodas Hashem or chas v’shalom
the other path. The reason that the person is not given ‘free
bread’ [meaning no free will], is that if the person is rewarded for
doing a mitzvah that he has not worked on or put any effort into,
and has not faced any challenges in performing it nor having any
free choice, then his reward is not earned, but rather, is a free
gift. Since a person wants to be rewarded for the work that he
has done as the Gemara states (Yerushalmi, Orlah 1:3) ‘One who
eats bread that was given to him in kindness and is not his own,
is embarrassed to look at the one who gave it to him’.
Therefore, when Israel requested to check for themselves the
land that was promised to them, Moshe Rabeinu agreed to grant
their request. Regarding this it states (Hoshea 14:10) nmwr o'
‘D1 17wD' D'WWIDI DA D7 D' TN ‘N AT — ‘For the ways of
Hashem are straight; the righteous walk in them and the sinners
will stumble over them.” The very fact that the person has free
choice gives the person the ability to reach lofty levels and
receive great reward. On the other hand, he can fall into a deep
abyss as we see with the spies. Even though they were
distinguished men as Rashi explains, ‘Every instance of the word
anashim in the Torah is an expression of importance. At that time
they were honorable.” Still they stumbled, and they caused it all.
ININ ['2'71n — 1'7'7 A¥N DTXY 1T
In a way a man wishes to go — they lead him
It is a wonder how such distinguished men came to sin with a
such a severe sin to the extent that they rebelled against Hashem
and they dragged the entire Nation of Israel with them to be
stained for future generations. But with the power that they
were looking for shortcomings — so they found them, as we learn
when they returned (13:26) 75 7281 DX 781 nwn 78 Ik 7Y
2T DNX 'Y 7R 2 DTV - ‘They went and came to Moshe
and to Aharon and to the entire assembly of the Children of
Israel, and brought back to them’ and Rashi explains, ‘Why does
it say “they went”, they have already returned? Rather, to
compare their going to their coming; just as their coming was an
evil scheme, so too, their going was with an evil scheme.” This
aligns with the Gemara (Makkos 10b) ‘In a way a man wishes to
go they lead him’. Every person goes on the path that he wants,
whether a good path or a stubborn path, and when they look for
shortcomings, they easily find them, and they find a lot of them.
The trait of lowness brings life — 0''n ax'an Ni79wn nT'n
Yet, Yehoshua and Kaleiv had another trait. When they returned
they told all of Israel (14:7) n210 NNX N7 N2 1172V WK YIRD'
TN T8N — ‘that the land that we passed through is very, very
good’, not like the words of the spies who disparaged the land
and spoke badly about it. Therefore, 'D'waxn n 1'n' — ‘lived from
among those men’ (14:38), they merited life and they took their
portion in the land, and they even took the portion of the spies
4 who remained in the Wilderness.

And so, where did this good trait come from? It is as Chazal said (Avos
4:4) ‘Be very, very humble in spirit (meod meod) to correlate with the
double expression by the land.
In the merit of taking on the trait of lowness they merited to be saved
from the evil portion of the spies and to receive their complete
reward. This is the way of the righteous, not to be full of themselves
and not to make their work dependent on their strength, rather, all
their success and everything they attained was dependent on
Hashem, as Moshe and Aharon said (Shemos 16:7) 'nn nnal' — ‘what
are we?’ The gematria of ma is meod (45).
The power of the decent man — w3 W'R 7w IN1D

When Moshe Rabeinu sent them, he gave them detailed instructions
(13:18) 'n'2y 2w'n DYN DRI X' AN YIRN DX DN'RLY — ‘See the land
— what is it? And the people that dwells in it’. One of the things that
he asked the spies to check was (13:20) ‘' DX YV N2 W' — ‘Are
there trees in it or not?’. Rashi explains the intent of trees — ‘See if
there is among them a decent man who can protect them through his
merit’. Despite the people of Canaan were very wicked and the
lowest of the nations as it states (Vayikra 18:3) (WX |v1d YIX nwynd'
lwyn X7 nMw DdNX Xan X — ‘do not perform the practice of the
land of Canaan to which | bring you’” meaning that the dwellers in the
land of Canaan were filled with sins without any merit to be alive. Yet,
when they find a decent man among them, he protects them all and
the Bnei Yisrael would not have the power to destroy them.
From here we see the significance of the decent person who can
protect an entire generation of sinners. It is an exceptionally good
trait that when Bnei Yisrael conduct themselves properly, they surely
protect the entire generation and they save them from anything bad.
Even every individual has the power to change the world for merit or
for debt as brought down in the Gemara (Kiddushin 40b) ‘A person
should always perceive himself as though he were half-guilty and
half-meritorious. If he performed one mitzvah, he is fortunate — for
he has tipped the balance for himself toward the side of merit. If he
committed a single transgression, woe to him — for he has tipped the
balance for himself toward the side of guilt.” See how a person must
be careful and watch every step since everyone is dependent on him.
However, Yehoshua and Kaleiv saw all the events that were
happening to them with a good eye, calmed the people (14:9) n%7x 10’
‘DRI 78 INX N Dn'2yn — ‘Their protection has departed from
them, Hashem is with us. Do not fear them.” Rashi explains, ‘Their
shield and their strength; the decent ones among them have died,
lyov who used to protect them.” We are not discussing a righteous
man of the generation who had the power to nullify evil decrees,
rather, just a decent gentile, had he been alive, Am Yisrael would not
have been able to enter the land. As long as he was alive, he
protected his entire generation.

I accept the potion of tribulation — 212 10T Xno
It is not only does the decent man who protects an entire generation,
but also one who accepts his tribulations with love without questions
or doubts, protects the generation from all evil as brought down in
the Gemara (Gittin 36b ‘Those who suffer insult but do not insult
back, who hear their disgrace but do not reply, who perform His will
out of love and are happy in suffering, regarding them the posuk
states (Shoftim 5:31) 'mN2x2 wnwin NXYD anxl' — ‘But they who
love Him shall be as the sun going forth in its might’. Not only that but
the reward for challenges accepted with love as explained by the Ohr
HaChaim HaKadosh (Vayigash) that the segulah to save a person from
tribulations is to accept them with love. By accepting them with love,
this causes them to disappear, for the purpose of them is to bring one
closer to the Creator. By not changing his traits he sweetens the
judgment and his debt is covered by what he has already suffered.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Shelach 5780
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

An Amazing Revelation from the Arizal

The Neshamos of the Twelve Shevatim Attached to the Meraglim
to Assist Them but Abandoned Them before They Sinned

This week, we read parshas Shelach, which contains one
of the more difficult episodes in the Torah to comprehend,
the story of the “meraglim.” Hence, we will explore the
epic failure of the “meraglim,” who were sent to scout the
land (Bamidbar 13, 1): mowax 9% nbw ,anrY mwn R '8
Rk TR WIR MR WIR URAW? 2135 1011 IR TR WIS PAR N 1IN
Jananewysinywn rniak Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying,
“Send forth for yourself men, and let them spy out Eretz
Canaan that I give to Bnei Yisrael; one man each from
his fathers’ tribe shall you send, every one a leader
among them.”

The text makes it quite clear that the “meraglim” were not
ordinary men. The men that were delegated were leaders
of the people, men of stature. The Torah attests to this fact
in the following passuk (ibid. 3): 1988 127an nwn onIR Ayw”
"M YW 213 2wRD 2R 2910 't 'a Yy—Moshe sent them
forth from Midbar Paran by the word of Hashem; they
were all distinguished men; they were leaders of Bnei
Yisrael. This makes the events that followed all the more
surprising. How did men of such outstanding character fall
prey so easily to the yetzer hara? Itinduced them to speak
ill of the special land that HKB”H had promised to give to
the descendants of the holy Avos. Clearly, the “meraglim”
were subjected to a daunting test that they were not able
to withstand.

It is evident from the following pesukim that Moshe
anticipated the challenge they would face (ibid. 16): nvx”
112 13 YWY W RPN PANT AR TNY 1R nYw AWK DOwIRD nme

"ywi—these are the names of the men whom Moshe
sent to spy out the land; and Moshe called Hoshea bin
Nun Yehoshua. Rashi comments: He prayed for him:
May G-d save you from the plot of the “meraglim.” In
other words, the task they faced was so trying that Moshe
felt it necessary to pray even on behalf of Yehoshua, his

trustworthy disciple.

This raises an interesting question that bothers many
Why didn't Moshe Rabeinu, the
foremost of the neviim, see fit to pray for the success of

of the commentaries.

all the “meraglim”—so that HKB”H would save all of them
from the trap set for them by the troublesome, despicable
yetzer? As we know, due to this epic sin, the people were not
permitted to enter Eretz Yisrael as originally planned.

A Wonderful Chiddush from the Arizal

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by
introducing a teaching from our great teacher, the Arizal, in
Sha’ar HaPesukim. There, he explains simply why Moshe
only prayed on behalf of Yehoshua. He was worried that
the “meraglim” might kill Yehoshua if he attempted to
prevent them from discouraging Yisrael from entering the
land. Here are his sacred words:

N5an N2°0 %, 111 13 PRIy Twn RApe Pay ,uwa 11T whay Yo

N WA R TN TR NTS QYT 10 o e R KPS vy
2293 BT TINDY BRRY Y297 05 mYYannn 12w, YR Tron Pt
1551 ,13m7mY ansYTa 1 ene BINT, YIRS neranny inyink YRAwn nwn
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TammY xR RYY 9m1Ys ,moann nxyn e 17 ey twn Yann
595 pwin 9911 K91, AR 2 o1 (9-20 W) 19nRa Proan 181 e
Jalyaa 19 PRY 1, 17190 AR RTYInY 1Y DmnIN v ey

Moshe did not pray that Yehoshua would not be
influenced by the plot of the “meraglim” to speak
disparagingly of Eretz Yisrael. That was contingent on their
desire to fulfill the will of Hashem. Rather, he prayed to
save Yehoshua from their plot to kill him along the way.

Let us now present a wonderful insight from Rabbi
Shmuel Vital, zy”a, in his gloss on Sha’ar HaPesukim (ibid.).
He finds merit in the meraglim’s report, categorizing it as
an aveirah I'shma. He asserts that their aim was to prolong
Moshe’s life, by having him continue to lead them in the
midbar for the forty-year duration.

He writes: We can judge the “meraglim” in a positive
sense. They spoke about the land in negative terms,
so that Yisrael would not enter it; because they heard
the prophecy of Eldad and Meidad: “Moshe will die
and Yehoshua will bring in.” Therefore, it would be
preferable to kill Yehoshua and to prevent Yisrael from
entering the land. Thus, Moshe would remain alive and
well. Hence, Moshe prayed, “May G-d save you from the
plot of the meraglim.”

Nevertheless, even if we concede that the “meraglim”
committed an aveirah I’'shma, they still deserved punishment
for committing a “chilul Hashem.” After all, they contradicted
and mutinied against HKB”"H, Who promised them that the
land was good. This is evident from Caleiv’s remark (ibid.
14, 8): wx yax 1uY 701 ARTT PINT YR 12NN K317 123 A ox”
AR ML YR 1a R waT abn nar Xit—if Hashem desires
us, He will bring us to this land and give it to us, a land
that flows with milk and honey. But do not rebel against
Hashem ... Hashem is with us!

The Amazing Explanation of the
Arizal Involving Reincarnation

So far, we have introduced the Arizal’s simple,
straightforward explanation; we have explained why
Moshe only prayed on behalf of Yehoshua and not on

behalf of the other spies. Now, we will delight in an
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alternate interpretation (Sha’ar HaPesukim ibid.) in which
he presents the mission of the “meraglim” in an entirely
different light.

As per his usual sacred way, he brings to our attention
a nuance in the text regarding the princes of Ephraim and
Menashe, the two sons of Yosef. With regards to shevet
Ephraim, the Torah simply says (ibid. 13, 8): mmax muny”
"1 13 ywin—for the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea bin Nun; the
relationship to Yosefis not mentioned. Whereas, with regards
to shevet Menashe, it says (ibid. 11): *1a mwan munb qov nuny”
mo1o 1a—for the tribe of Yosef, for the tribe of Menashe,
Gaddi ben Susi. We will endeavor to explain why Yosef is
not mentioned in association with shevet Ephraim.

To make sense of all of this, the Arizal reveals to us what
can truly be viewed as (Tehillim 25, 14): "»&9"Y ' 110"—the
secret of Hashem is revealed to those who fear Him. He
teaches us that when Moshe sent the “meraglim” to scout
out the land, HKB”H sent the holy neshamos of the original
shevatim, the sons of Yaakov Avinu, along with them. Each
one attached itself to the leader of its respective shevet, in
order to assist them to succeed in this difficult test. This
is the implication of the words: Yx=w> 212 »*wx1 prwiR oY1s”
"man—they were all distinguished men; they were
leaders of Bnei Yisrael. The Torah is informing us that
the actual, original leaders of the shevatim—the sons of
Yaakov, who is also known as Yisrael—attached themselves
to the “meraglim.”

The Neshamah of Yosef Attached Itself to
Shevet Menashe but Not to Shevet Ephraim

With this understanding, the Arizal explains why Moshe
prayed only on behalf of Yehoshua and not on behalf of the
other “meraglim.” Every other shevet had the neshamah
of the head of its shevet attached to it—to withstand the
daunting task ahead of them. Yehoshua, however, the
prince of shevet Ephraim, the son of Yosef, did not have
a distinguished neshamah attached to him, since the
neshamah of Yosef had already attached to the prince of
shevet Menasheh, Yosef’s firstborn.

This explains very nicely why Yosef’s name is mentioned
only in association with shevet Menashe: nuny qov nuny”
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"o1o 73 1 nwmm—and not in association with shevet
Ephraim: "11212 ywinomax muny”. As explained, the neshamah
of Yosef only attached itself to the delegate from shevet
Menashe and not to Yehoshua, the delegate from shevet
Ephraim. Perforce, Moshe had to pray a special tefilah to
save Yehoshua from the plot and fate of the “meraglim.”

Accordingly, the Arizal explains the significance of
the name change introduced by Moshe. He changed his
disciple’s name to y"wim, in keeping with his tefilah: n””
"EYannan neyn 1y wr—an entreaty for divine protection and
salvation. (Note: The name of G-d employed in this tefilah
is N«".) Now, the head of Moshe’s shevet, shevet Levi, had
not yet attached to any shevet. After all, shevet Levi did
not participate in the mission of the “meraglim,” since they
were not allotted a portion of Eretz Yisrael. Therefore, by
naming his pupil Yehoshua, Moshe was praying that HKB”"H
would send the neshamah of Levi—which should have
rightfully attached to Moshe—to attach to Yehoshua, who
was like a son to him. He felt that the attachment of Levi’s
neshamah would help his pupil withstand the influence of
the “meraglim.”

The Name n™ Alludes to the Leviim
Who Sang on the Fifteen Steps

As aloyal servant in the presence of his master, I would
like to grab onto the coattails of the Arizal and elaborate on
the choice of the name Yehoshua. As explained, with this
name Moshe sought salvation from the name N«?, by having
the neshamah of Levi attach to Yehoshua. Now, we learn in
the Mishnah (Midos 2, 5) that in the Beis HaMikdash, there
were fifteen steps ascending from the Ezras Nashim—
where the women stood—to the Ezras Yisrael—where the
men stood: 715 URAw* nAryY a0 i mibyn Ty wan”
Jmaa praIR o 1w monnaw nivyn vy wan We learn
from this Mishnah that those fifteen steps correspond to
the fifteen Songs of Ascents—Shir HaMa’alos—recorded
by David HaMelech in sefer Tehillim (Mizmorim 120-134).
Also, that is where the leviim stood when they sang on the
festival of Succos, during the joyous water ceremony—
Simchas Beis HaSho’eivah. On each step, they sang one of
the Shir HaMa’alos. Concerning that joyous ceremony, we
have learned in the Mishnah (Succah 51a):
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JITTIEW IR YW NIPIANS B1Aa3 TR 1 wYn fwaRt nrron”
oUo2231 A5 DT MINAwnT AW vMaT 0mtaab 0vMnINg
nmibyn nwy wan By maon K2 2w oar naeinst oenvens
nmibynn Y ey wan s ol nayh YRAwe narpn nreraen
I DYRINT A 53 Py oo by mevanaw

Chassidim and men of good deeds would dance before
them with flaming torches in their hands, and say before
them words of songs and praises. And the leviim, with
their harps, lyres, cymbals, trumpets and countless other
musical instruments, stood on the fifteen steps that led
down from the “Ezras Yisrael” to the “Ezras Nashim,”
which corresponded to the fifteen “Shir HaMa’alos” in
Tehillim. For on them the leviim would stand with their
musical instruments and utter song.

This is also described in Rashi’s commentary on the
first of the fifteen Shir HaMa’alos (Tehillim 120, 1): Shir
HaMa’alos. It was to be recited by the leviim on the
fifteen steps descending from the Ezras Yisrael to the
Ezras Nashim. There are fifteen psalms included here
in the Shir HaMa’alos (Songs of Ascents). In the Ritva’s
commentary on the Pesach Haggadah, he explains that this
is the rationale for enumerating the fifteen good “ma’alos”
in the Haggadah (Dayeinu).

It appears that we can deduce from the words of the
Ritva why there were specifically fifteen steps in the Beis
HaMikdash. Let us refer to an elucidation in the Gemara
(Menachos 29b) related to the passuk (Yeshayah 26, 4):
"meny1y M ‘1 e ss"—for in 1, Hashem, is the strength
of the worlds. The Gemara teaches us that Olam HaBa
was created with the letter “yud,” and Olam HaZeh was
created with the letter “hei”—the two letters that form
the divine name N«*. Now, seeing as the Beis HaMikdash
provided kedushah and life to the entire universe and both
worlds, there were fifteen steps in the Beis HaMikdash,
corresponding to the name N«*, with which both worlds
were created. (Note: The numerical value of the letter
“yud” is ten; and the numerical value of the letter “hei” is
five. Their sum equals fifteen.)

We can now begin to comprehend the explanation of the
Arizal. Moshe renamed his pupil y"&1m in order to draw

the neshamah of Levi to him via the divine name 7" Let
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us explain. Through their singing on the fifteen steps in
the Beis HaMikdash, the leviim invoked the name N«?, with
which the two worlds were created. Therefore, it is fitting
that this name alludes to the neshamah of the head of
shevet Levi, whose descendants appealed to this name.

The Neshamos of the Shevatim Left the Meraglim
when They Decided to Speak Ill of Eretz Yisrael

Following this sublime path of reasoning, we will continue
to explore the revelation of our mentor, the Arizal. What
exactly happened with the neshamos of the original shevatim
that attached to the “meraglim”? In Sha’ar HaGilgulim
(Intro. 5), the Arizal explains that there is a big difference
between the reincarnation of a neshamah—a “gilgul”—and
the attachment of a neshamah—an “ibur” A gilgul comes to
rectify a blemish or shortcoming from its prior incarnation.
That soul enters a person’s body on the day of its birth and
cannot leave it until the day of its death. It experiences and
endures all the afflictions suffered by the physical body,
including the suffering associated with death.

Occasionally, however, the neshamah of a tzaddik
descends to Olam HaZeh and attaches to a person to help him
through a difficult trial or situation; it has not come for its
own sake or to rectify its own blemishes. In this situation, the
neshamah does not enter the body at birth, it enters merely
as an “ibur”—to assist the person temporarily in a time of
need. Therefore, it is not compelled to endure the suffering
of that particular body. Now, if the neshamah of the tzaddik
derives pleasure and pride from the person’s behavior and
actions, it remains with him for that short period of time.
On the other hand, chas v’shalom, if the person sins and
behaves improperly, the neshamah abandons the body
prematurely—before it becomes tainted by the person’s
flaws and transgressions. It announces (Bamidbar 16, 26):
"HIRM DOYWAR 2UWANT YRR Yyn K1 119"—turn away now from
the tents of these wicked men.

Accordingly, the Arizal explains that the neshamos of
the shevatim did not enter the “meraglim” as gilgulim but
rather as iburim. They merely attached to them temporarily
to help them withstand the difficult trial ahead of them.
Hence, when the “meraglim” opted to speak ill of Eretz
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Yisrael, the neshamos of the original shevatim left them
even before they sinned; thus, they remained untainted.

In this light, the Arizal interprets that which is written
after the return of the “meraglim” (ibid. 13, 26): 1%
"R YR en YR owiar—they went and came to Moshe
and Aharon. Note the specific language of the passuk:
Why does it say "sv»"—they went? After all, they had
just returned, as it is written (ibid. 25): yaxm =1nn 1=
"a1e mrpaaR yprn—they returned from spying out the land
at the end of forty days. Hence, the passuk should have
merely said: “They came to Moshe and Aharon.” Thus,
the term ™s%»"—they went—relates to the neshamos
of the shevatim, who left the “meraglim” and returned to
Gan Eden. Whereas, the words “they came to Moshe and
Aharon” relate to the “meraglim,” who returned with their
disparaging report.

The Maor V’'Shemesh Reconciles the
Righteousness of the Meraglim

At this point, it gives me great pleasure to present a
wonderful insight from the Maor V’Shemesh. He addresses
the apparent contradiction and discrepancy concerning the
stature of the “meraglim.” Atthe beginning of their mission,
the Torah attests to the fact that they were distinguished
men, leaders of the people: "man YRws 13 "wr" DR oY1,
In fact, Rashi comments that whenever Scriptures employs
the term "m»wiN’, it expresses importance; for, at that
point in time, they were honorable. In other words,
at the outset, before they embarked on the mission, they
were still upright, reputable men. Subsequently, however,
it states (ibid. 26): “They went and came to Moshe and
Aharon.” Here Rashi comments: Why does the passuk
state that “they went”? To compare their going to their
coming. Just as their coming was with an evil intent, so,
too, their going was with an evil intent. In other words,
already when they embarked on the mission, their intent
was no longer honorable.

Based on what we have learned from the Arizal, the
Maor V’Shemesh reconciles the contradiction very nicely.
When they were initially chosen for the mission, the
passuk uses the phrase "m*wax g%12”; Rashi comments that
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this suggests that they were all honorable at that juncture.
He was not referring to the actual “meraglim,” but rather to
the neshamos of the shevatim that had attached to them;
they were thoroughly righteous, consummate tzaddikim.
The “meraglim” themselves, without their “iburim” were
flawed; therefore, the Torah compares their going to their
coming—both were characterized by evil intent. This
concludes his explanation.

Letus add a fantastic pointin support of this explanation.
In summary, the Torah initially says: "13 »wxn mawax ovis”
"man Yxaw'—they were all distinguished men, heads
of Bnei Yisrael were they. We learned from the Arizal
that the description “heads of Bnei Yisrael” alludes
to the neshamos of the shevatim that attached to them.
Therefore, Rashi commented appropriately that they
were honorable at that time, due to the presence of the
neshamos of the shevatim that had attached to them. At
the end of the expedition, the Torah says: “They went and
came to Moshe and Aharon.” Here, the Arizal explains
that “they went” indicates that the neshamos of the
shevatim left them. Therefore, comparing their going to
their coming was also appropriate, since they themselves,
without the attachment of the neshamos of the shevatim,
went and returned with the same truly evil scheme.

Now, let us return to the words of the Arizal. In this
manner, he interprets the praise HKB”H lavishes upon
Caleiv ben Yefuneh from shevet Yehudah (ibid. 14, 24):
7y K171 1Y NAAR M9 N0 apy 2Ys *1ay'—but my servant
Caleiv, because a different spirit was with him, he
followed Me wholeheartedly.

The Arizal explains: The other “meraglim” were
imbued with a different spirit related to the shevatim
that had attached to them; but they didn’t follow after
Me, and they left. This one, however, from the very
outset, had a different spirit related to the “ibur” of
Yehudah with him, and he didn’t sin. Therefore, he
followed after Me and completed (the mission properly),
at the end, like at the beginning. The reason for these
two (that did not sin) is as follows: Yehoshua was aided
by Moshe’s tefilah and the fact that he gave him this
name (Yehoshua) on a permanent basis that would
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remain with him. And Caleiv was aided by the tefilah
he prayed, as he prostrated himself on the gravesites of
the Avos in Chevron; and (as a result) he did not sin with
evil thoughts.

Yosef Hinted to His Brothers that
They Would Reincarnate into the Meraglim

It now gives me great pleasure to share with you, my
brothers, the wonderful, incredible nuances of the Torah,
as revealed to us by the Arizal. When Yosef’s brothers
went down to Mitzrayim to purchase grain during the
drought, he says to them (Bereishis 42, 9): anx m¥wan”
"BNR3 PART NP DR NIRAY—you are “meraglim”; you have
come to see the nakedness of the land! This remark is,
indeed, surprising. Although Yosef intended to make them
squirm and suffer for the sake of their atonement (for the
sin of selling him); nevertheless, Yosef was the paradigm of
a tzaddik and surely would not have violated the kedushah
of his speech. So, how could he have uttered an out and out
lie; he was fully aware that they were not “meraglim”?

Yet, based on what we have learned from the Arizal,
Yosef HaTzaddik actually spoke the truth. With that
apparent accusation, he was hinting to his brothers that
they were destined to attach to the “meraglim,” who were
delegated to scout out Eretz Yisrael in the future. Thus,
what Yosef was really saying was: n1ay nx nixa% onx oovaan”
"BRR3 yAIRT—you are going to attach to the “meraglim” in the
future, who are going to see Eretz Yisrael as a frightening,
undesirable place.

Inkeepingwiththissacredinterpretation,letusinterpret
the response of the shevatim to Yosef (ibid. 11): 722y 1 xb”
"mamm—your servants have never been “meraglim.”
They responded that they took no part in the sin of the
“meraglim.” They insisted that they would abandon the
“meraglim” before they sinned, so as not to participate in
the sedition. Notwithstanding, we will endeavor to explain
Yosef’s purpose for mentioning to his brothers that they
were destined to attach to the “meraglim.”

Concerning the profound intent of Yosef HaTzaddik, I
had a wonderful idea. In Tiferes YehoNasan (Mikeitz), the
great Rabbi YehoNasan Eibeschutz, zy”a, provides us with
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a true gem. The passuk says (ibid. 8): @m1 1PrR N qoP 139"
m1ean X9—Yosef recognized his brothers, but they did
not recognize him. In Likutei Torah (Melachim 1), the
Arizal teaches us that the neshamah of Yosef attached to
his descendant Yeravam ben Nevat, from shevet Ephraim;
however, before Yeravam sinned with avodah-zarah, Yosef’s
neshamah abandoned him.

Accordingly, Rabbi YehoNasan explains that this is why
the shevatim wanted to Kkill Yosef, but ultimately sold him
into slavery instead. It was because they foresaw via their
“ruach hakodesh” that the neshamah of Yosef would attach
itself to Yeravam ben Nevat. Hence, they thought it best to
remove him from the congregation of Yisrael and have him
become an Egyptian. They did not, however, see that before
Yeravam turned to avodah-zarah, the neshamah of Yosef
left him. Yosef, on the other hand, saw future events more
accurately and completely. As per the Arizal, Yosef foresaw
that all of the shevatim would attach to the “meraglim.” In
contrast to his brothers, however, he also saw that their
neshamos would leave the “meraglim” before they sinned
by issuing the disparaging report on Eretz Yisrael. Thus, he
knew that they did not participate in the sedition.

This then is the implication of that which is written:
“Yosef recognized his brothers.” Yosef recognized that
his brothers were destined to attach to the “meraglim,” who
spoke lashon hara regarding Eretz Yisrael. Nevertheless,
he did not punish them on that account, because he

N7z
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recognized that they did not participate in the sin of the
“meraglim.” On the other hand, the text informs us: “But
they did not recognize him.” They thought that Yosef’s
neshamah would remain with Yeravam to the very end; for
that reason, they sold him into slavery.

We now have cause to rejoice, because we have been
enlightened! We can now comprehend the profound intent
of Yosef HaTzaddik. His brothers sold him into slavery,
because they foresaw that he was destined to attach to
Yeravam ben Nevat, who ended up worshipping avodah-
zarah. Therefore, he rebuked them: nx mxRa% onx oY1’
"BNR3 YART N1My—you, too, are going to be “iburim”; you are
going to attach to the “meraglim,” who are going to see the
land in a negative light.

To which they replied justifiably, as Yosef knew they
would: "m9aan 912y P RY". They asserted that they would
not be culpable for the sin of the “meraglim,” because their
neshamos would leave them prior to the sin. In this manner,
he informed them that they had judged him improperly.
While it was true that he was destined to attach to Yeravam
to help him overcome the yetzer of avodah-zarah, he did
not remain with Yeravam. Just as they would leave the
“meraglim” prior to the sin, so, too, he would leave Yeravam
prior to the sin. With this awareness, the shevatim made
peace with Yosef and acknowledged his status as Tzaddik
Yesod Olam.
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

lal Yisroel decides that they will not go to Eretz Yisroel.
K Yehoshua & Kalev try to convince them differently before

a Gezeira is placed on them. The Medrash explains that
they responded as follows:

Imru Lohem, tell them (Yehoshua and Kalev),Ain Atem Ne'emonim
Aleinu. We don’t trust you. Why? Acheinu Chosheshim Bonu
Yoiser Mikem, our brothers (the other 10 Meraglim) are more
concerned for us than you are. Klal Yisroel equated the comfort
level of the message with the amount of concern the messenger
had for them.

Their response is another aspect of human nature we should
keep in mind.When speaking to others in a critical manner (even
if it was done sensitively), we will sometimes get a response that
sounds something like this, “If you cared about me, you wouldn’t
say that”. They are equating speaking “happy” with caring and

trying to protect them with being mean and uncaring. Such a
response is a diversion and, while they are probably aware of
their intent, sometimes they actually may not be.

Many people are unable to hear anything which takes them out
of their comfort zone. For ourselves, we should be mindful and
consider if our rejection of any message is based on reality, which
would be legitimate, or to avoid our discomfort, which isn’t.

When speaking to others, we should appreciate that those acting
resentful are just being consistent with human nature and, instead
of becoming angry, we should step back and try again, this time a
little softer and more sensitive.When possible (not with relatives
and close friends that rely on you for support), try to keep a
distance from those who twist the intention of those who care
enough about people to try to change them.

his article was prompted by several people who recently
T woke up one morning and realized that their marriage,

children, career, or life isn’t at all what they had expected.
In addition, they realized that despite all their efforts, it isn’t
reasonable for them to expect that their life will ever look
like they envisioned it would. Their first reaction was one of
disappointment concluding that they will
never be happy or feel accomplished.

Readers may be thinking that | am speaking
about a mid-life crisis so they may place this
article on the side for a few decades. In truth,
we all share this challenge to varying degrees.
There is the newly married Kolel person who
realizes that he will never be a Rosh Yeshiva
or the real estate investor who will forever
live day to day.

Most people, as they reach their thirties and

forties, realize that they have been under the illusion that they
have more control of their lives than they thought they did. In
reality, no one has as much control of their lives as they thought
or hoped. Realizing this is part of maturing. But there is an
aspect that many people, even as they mature, never completely
grasp. They have less control, even awareness, of what

When Change Never Comes

”T[‘E'f betieve that t/wy
know exactly what will
make them happy and, by
doing so, they are insisting
that natking else will.”

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

resources they will have available to them to bring them
happiness and/or to help them feel accomplished. Once
they realize what will be available to them, they must
take what is offered to them and create the happiest,
most successful person they can from what was given to
them.

From a very young age, people have a vision,
and sometimes a very specific vision, of
what, to the exclusion of anything else, will
make them happy. Some people’s vision is so
narrow that it becomes their greatest enemy.
There are many stories of people who, when
describing the spouse that they are looking
for, will specify height, hair color, background,
educational background, and more. They
believe that they know exactly what
will make them happy and, by doing so,
they are insisting that nothing else will.

Most people are more practical and see most of their needs as
recommendations and understand that life is a lot like a grab bag.
Even they have “boundaries” and believe that they will only find
happiness within those boundaries.
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| am not suggesting that people shouldn’t have preferences or
that they shouldn't actively pursue their dreams. | am suggesting
that in everyone’s life there is a time that they should let go of
those dreams. Letting go is important. Until people let go, they
can’t direct their energies into alternatives which may have been
their destiny from the beginning. Without letting go, resentment
builds, feelings of inadequacy seep in, and people become toxic.
Accepting is liberating and energizes people to make a difference
in themselves and in others.They will have found happiness even
if it is not in the form that they could ever have imagined.

Here are a few examples. | am deliberately choosing life altering
ones, where, initially, people may feel crushed.The same thoughts
apply to the smaller disappointments of life.

How much more happiness would there be in the world if parents
realized that their children won’t share their values? Instead of
insisting that they do and crying themselves to sleep every night
for failing, they can support their child’s desire and support their
becoming well-adjusted adults, spouses, and parents. And they
should remind themselves that that may have been their mission
all along.

Everyone wants to have children. Some unfortunate people
haven’t merited children after many years of marriage. Although
this is a very sensitive topic, | would like to suggest something
| saw in the Sefer Chochmo U'mussor. It’s possible that their
mission wasn’t to bring up a family but to utilize all their extra
time to help KlalYisroel. It may not bring them the same pleasure
but it is still another example of acknowledging that we have less
control, even awareness, of what resources we will have available
to us to bring us happiness or feel accomplished in our lives.

Everyone wants a happy marriage. People place years of effort
and sometimes spend significant amounts of money on therapy
and vacations with the purpose of enhancing their relationships.
At some point, it may become clear that they are destined to
a semi-meaningful marriage. Accepting it allows people to take
pleasure in their children and projects (when it doesn’t divert
them from their family responsibilities). And, surprisingly, they will
be more accepting and loving, and therefore, in an overall better
relationship with their spouse.

In a similar vein, | am sometimes forced to explain to teenagers
that they will never get emotional support from their parents.
Instead, they will have to find alternative support from other
relatives, Rabbeim/Morohs, and friends. While this seems unfair |
remind them that they can lament this reality or be just as happy
as others are, if not happier (since they can customize their
support group which others are unable to do).

| speak to people who think | am crazy for telling them that they
can be happy even if they don’t have enough money to purchase
expensive vacations, homes, and more. They have a vision for
happiness and won't let go. It is easier for me to understand when
people find it difficult to accept that even without sufficiently
supporting their families that they can still be happy and
accomplished.
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Mastering this concept is challenging for several reasons. The
first reason is that this is not about a change in behavior as
much as it is a change in priorities. It is much more difficult to
change how we think than it is to change how we act. | am not
asking people to stop trying. | am asking them to stop
insisting. Keep trying but allow some of your time and energy
for other ventures.

Secondly, this change requires creativity. Realizing that one’s goals
for the last 40 years may not be their lot in life doesn’t make
it obvious what will be their life mission. Finally, exploring and
cultivating one’s own path takes much more effort than doing
what everyone else does.

There is one more challenge which must be given the same
consideration as the others. Everyone wants to feel normal and
look, to others, as if they are in a typical situation or belong to a
typical family.They don’t want to consider finding accomplishment
or support from alternative sources knowing that the majority of
others are relying on the common ones.

While this is a legitimate cause of angst, it doesn’t change the
reality and this is the message of this article. We all have to let
go of some, sometimes most, of our hopes and aspirations. That
doesn’t mean we have to compromise. It just means we will have
to blaze our own trail. Just as most people will appreciate that the
person who would like to be wealthy but can’t should “let go” of
that dream because most of us are not and are never expected
to be wealthy, our hopes are no different. It’s just a matter of
appreciating what is our reality.

The underlying message is a practical one, but it’s important to
know that it’s based on our belief that Hashem knows what’s
best for us and, therefore, while initially realizing we have less
control of our lives than we thought was a disturbing
realization, realizing that control has been retained
by Hashem should be comforting. Take advantage of the
opportunity of the greatness that awaits you.
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please join now by purchasing a raffle ticket
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

Parshas Shelach- Connecting Parshas Shelach and Rav Hirsch’s Birthday
By David Gurwitz

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/ was born on the 25™ of Sivan in 1808. This year, Rav Hirsch’s
birthday falls out the day before Shabbos Parshas Shelach.

This led me to think about the connection between Rav Hirsch’s life and what he faced in
Germany at the time, and the situation that existed at the time of the meragl/im. After all, Chazal
tell us that the horribly sad set of events that were set in motion from the actions and words of
the spies - in particular, the destruction of the first Bais Hamikdosh in 3338 from creation - is
hinted at by the gematria of Shelach being 338.

I also feel that Rav Hirsch was a birthday gift to all of us, sent to us by Hashem during a time of
great difficulty in perceiving the situation confronting Jews and their place in maintaining their
heritage against forces from the outside world in Europe. His clarity and laser-like powers of
observation of many patterns also teach us and prepare us to properly frame and understand
events from the past. At the time of the meraglim, there were also less than positive reports
being offered about Yiddishkeit and its place in the land where we were told to go by Hashem
after He took us out of Mitzrayim.

In large part, the influence of Rav Hirsch on all of our lives is simply incredible. His work
influenced Sarah Schneirer to become the force behind women’s education via Bais Yaakov
schools. Just stop for a moment and think of the wide-ranging effects that her vision and efforts
have had on the face of Torah Jewry today. In addition, many of his talmidim became rabbeim
in Russia and Poland. Here, too, imagine the cumulative effects of those teachers as well. These
aspects were coupled with Rav Hirsch’s relentless fighting of the forces of the enlightenment -
along with the efforts of the Chasam Sofer - and his seemingly endless writing, and his teaching
and raising ten children.

Rav Hirsch certainly changed my life, and it is my honor to help spread his wisdom. I try to
remember what Rav Hirsch says, and I try to remain aware of the fact that Rav Hirsch and his
derech encountered deep and insidious opposition. Be’ezras Hashem, in future columns, we will
explore more of the effect of the work, writings and vision of Rav Hirsch.

We can understand why Tehillim 64 is the kappitel related to Parshas Shelach, the parsha of the
meraglim. In the third and fourth pesukim, the kappitel states, “"Tastireini misod merei’im
meirigshas po‘alei oven. Asher shonenu chacherev leshonam... - Save me from the counsel of
the wicked, from the assembly of evil-doers who have sharpened their tongue like the sword.”
In posuk 6, Dovid Hamelech says, "Yechazku lamo dovor ra - They encourage themselves in an
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evil matter.” The Radak says that this means that they strengthen for themselves an evil matter,
meaning that they take a small fault and exacerbate it for evil reasons.

Last year, we quoted Rav Avigdor Miller zt”/, who says that most of the names listed in the
parsha are truncated. For example, Shamua was Elishama - My Hashem hears, Nachbi was
Nachbiel - Hashem is my concealment, and Sodfi was Sodiel - Hashem is my secret. This also
relates to the Tehillim, and the message is clear: The meraglim forgot what the role of a true
shliach is - to be Hashem’s messenger. This explains the shortening of the names of these leaders
and, in particular, the removal of Hashem’s Name from their names. Per Rav Miller, this, too,
shows Hashem’s disapproval of how the spies approached their mission, their shlichus. Their
names did not merit completion.

With great difficulty, we read the meraglim story, and their negative speech, and it sets a
negative tone that dominates the majority of the rest of this fourth book of the Torah, especially
as we approach the Three Weeks. We are brought back in time, and our memories of a very
rough past are triggered. We also discussed last year that the word zachor, remember, can be
broken into zach rosh, purity of the head. That is memory. To improve memory, we must keep
a clear head. To improve our sense of shlichus, we must remember our mission. How do we see
this mystically?

The Hebrew letters of Zachor are Zayin, Chof and Reish. Look at the letters that come after these
three letters in the Alef-Bais. Ches follows Zayin, Lamed follows Chof, and Shin follows Reish,
which, together, form the word shelach. Memory is a precursor to shlichus, our mission.

This idea of remembering is also pointed out in the posuk regarding tzitzis - of course, in this
parsha of memory - that is in Shema. The word tzitzis comes from the word matzis, to see. Rav
Hirsch provides us with his insight into the meaning of tzitzis. Tzitzis comes from tzitz, related
to zeitz, shosh and sus (horse), all referring to a movement pressing outwards from inside.
Hence the related word tzitz, sprouting, blossoming, from the stem and branches of plants, a
blossom, wings and curls on an animal, and curls. Tzitzis means looking for action. It serves -
or should serve - as the memory guide for action.

Therefore, there is one more aspect of memory that, surprisingly, turns our view to seeing the
future. My friend and teacher, Rabbi Leibel Lamm, another huge Rav Hirsch talmid, comments
as follows: "With a particular focus on the single thread of blue on each corner, Rav Shamshon
Raphael Hirsch zt”l refers to this ‘eighth thread’ as 'representing the power of Judaism as it is
dipped into 'techeiles’ (a certain sky blue dye). He claims that the source of its name ‘techeiles’
is etymologically related to the word ‘kala,” meaning end. Rav Hirsch says that the blue reminds
us of the limits of humankind to comprehend the true depth of the supernatural realm. The word
‘techeiles’ might also be subtly alerting us to the ultimate end, the tachlis, the goal of our
existence.”

In the end - techeiles - the spies did not start with Hashem in their hearts. We are all spies in
the worlds that we live in, bringing reports back. We can learn from Rav Hirsch that the action
plan taught by the tzitzis and techeiles is memory focused on a purpose that is externally
generated and then internally accepted. That message is that Hashem is sending our souls on a
mission here, 24 hours a day.
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Parashas Shelach
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Send forth men and let them spy out the land of Canaan. (13:2)

Moshe Rabbeinu relayed to Hashem the nation’s request for
spies to reconnoitre Eretz Yisrael. Hashem told Moshe to send them.
If the nation insisted on sending spies, it was best that Moshe be
involved in the decision concerning whom to send. For if the nation
were to act on its own, without direction from its spiritual leadership,
it would be tantamount to rebellion. Furthermore, a nation without
leadership is more like 600,000 leaders, each with his own opinion,
acting independently of the other. Obviously, they were deficient in
their emunah, faith, in Hashem. He had promised to lead them into
the Land, after making good on his previous commitments to them.
The redemption that they had experienced was buttressed by many
miracles, including the Splitting of the Sea and the manna from
Heaven. The experience of these events should have been sufficient
proof to believe in Hashem. The people thought otherwise. They
were using mortal minds to determine a war that was to be fought
with supernatural capabilities. Why did they act this way? They
could not “see” success. One cannot perceive success using his
limited human vision. This is the definition of faith. Their suggestion
was founded in faithlessness. The fruit that it bore was rebellion
against Hashem.

Horav Yisrael Lau, Shlita, relates the story of the daughter
of a rav who had assimilated and given birth to a child that was the
product of her liaison with a non-Jew. She gave the child up to a
Catholic Monastery. She added to her act of apostasy by cutting
herself off from Judaism. A young rabbi who knew her from
childhood, when he would spend hours studying with her father,
attempted to dissuade her. He visited her to find out what had
happened to her father. When she saw who he was, she proceeded to
slam the door in his face. He was relentless, and she finally deferred
to him and opened the door. After pleading with her to tell him what
had happened to her father, she finally broke down and told him.

Apparently, the Nazi murderers had entered his house,
pushed her aside, and entered the study where her father was sitting
ensconced in 7Tallis and Tefillin, bent over a Gemorah, learning. He
looked up at them and innocently asked, “What do you want from
me?” The Nazi took his rifle that was slung over his shoulder and
pounded in the Rav’s head with its butt. The butt of the rifle drove
the Tefillin Shel Rosh into his skull, killing him. The blood poured
out of the wound, soaking his beautiful white beard and the Gemorah
upon which his head fell.

“Do you now understand why I am bitter, why I have no
faith? That is how they took my father from me. How can I continue
believing?” The young rabbi broke down, and, together with his
rebbe’s daughter, he wept bitterly for their loss.

“I, too, have questions which no mortal can answer. No
human being can answer such questions. Our function is to believe.
This is what Jews have done throughout the millennia. This is what
your father, my saintly mentor, taught — by lecture and by example.
Your child’s grandfather has only one grandchild. If he continues on
the present trajectory which you have chosen for him, you will be
handing your father’s murderers their victory. This is what they
wanted — to extinguish the fire of faith in the Almighty. If your child
follows in his grandfather’s -- your father’s -- path, then your father
has won. What will it be: the Nazis or your father?”

With these closing words, the rabbi walked to the door and
down the steps of the house. The young woman came running after
him and got into his car: “We are going to pick up my son. You can
have him on the condition that you will raise him.” He agreed only if
she would assist in the process. Otherwise, it would be too traumatic
for the boy. “You draw him near to you, and, through you, I will draw
near to him,” he proposed.

Today this child is a Rosh Yeshivah in Yerushalayim, the
only living descendant of the old man in Warsaw.

I conclude with the words of a distinguished Chassidishe
Rav (quoted by Horav Aharon Lopiansky, Shlita), “People turn to me
with all manner of questions, to many of which I do not have a
readily available answer. Answers are not the solution; learning how
to live with an unanswered question is the solution. As one sees the
emes, truth, of the big picture, all it takes is patience and study, and
understanding will someday follow.”

PR AN PV 73w
Are there trees in it or not? (13:20)

Was Moshe Rabbeinu interested in the land’s vegetation?
Rashi explains that Moshe’s inquiry concerning a tree was an
allusion to a tzaddik. He wanted the spies to discern whether a
righteous man was in the Land, in whose merit its inhabitants would
be spared. The righteous activities of tzaddikim are undisputed. If one
were asked to paint a portrait of a tzaddik, he would probably depict
a man with a saintly countenance, bent over a pile of sefarim, Torah
volumes. Some tzaddikim are ordinary people, but have earned
tzaddik status because they are mezakei ha 'rabim, bring merit upon
many people. Among them are individuals who have sacrificed their
own perfection for the sake of perfecting others. Such a person has
the added benefit of earning reward as a result of those whom he was

instrumental in bringing to perfection.

Chazal teach that one who brings merit upon many people —
ein cheit ba al yado, sin will not come through him. He will not be
the cause of a sin for others — and certainly not himself. Many
attempt to reach out to those in need of perfection, but, due to their
own lack of perfection, they do so prematurely; and not only do these
individuals not succeed in their mission, but they also hurt
themselves in the process. Horav Avigdor Miller, zI, was wont to say
that when young men who are yet unripe, not yet having themselves
achieved the learning necessary to teach others, go out into the world
and attempt to teach others, they may fail and, in the process, hurt
themselves. They are like unripe fruit, which can spoil easily. They
must have a message to convey to the world, and a manner in which
to communicate that message effectively. This process involves time
and patience, as the would-be-mentor matures spiritually.

Horav Sholom Schwadron, zI, would relate the following
story concerning the extraordinary impact of zikui ha’rabim. The
story occurred during one of his trips to London during Chanukah.
He visited a distinguished businessman, himself a Holocaust
survivor, who manifested unusual respect and love for Torah scholars
who disseminated Torah. Indeed, anyone who promoted Torah study
and mitzvah observance was very special in his eyes. Rav Sholom
wondered what in his life had catalysed such refreshing admiration.
The man noticed the look of incredulity on his face and said, “Rebbe!
My attitude toward talmidei chachamim, Torah scholars, is all
because of my father.” A minute passed, and the man saw that Rav
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Sholom was expecting an explanation for the explanation. He said,
“Let me share my story with the Rebbe.

“In the city where we lived, there was a tailor who was
aptly called Moshe the tailor (der shneider). Unfortunately, he was a
maskil, member of the Enlightenment, a secular Jew who observed
absolutely nothing. His father became ill and passed away. Moshe sat
shivah, observed the seven-days of mourning. (Apparently, in Europe
circa pre-World War II, this was one of the traditions to which
maskillim still adhered.) Sadly, due to his alienation from Torah, the
majority of the community (which was observant) did not make the
effort to visit him during his period of mourning. My father’s attitude
was, ‘He is a Jew and, as such, he deserves to be visited.” My father
proceeded to go over to his house and spend time with him.

“When Moshe saw my father at his doorstep, he could not
believe his eyes. My father broke the ice with warm comforting
words. After a short conversation, my father said, ‘Moshe, you are
obligated to provide your father’s soul with the ability to rest in
peace. It would be appropriate for you to attend services in a shul
where you could recite Kaddish Yasom, orphan’s Kaddish. This
would be a tremendous i/lui neshamah, perpetuation of your father’s
soul.” Surprisingly, Moshe immediately agreed and followed through
on his commitment. After services, he remained in shul to attend a
shiur, Torah class, and, in due time, he became a fully-observant Jew
who adhered to all mitzvos.

“When I was thirteen, the Nazis ravaged our city and
murdered the entire community — my family and Moshe the tailor
included. I was saved and sent to a concentration camp where I was
interred for five years. I was befriended by a young man who was
quite distant from the Torah way. He attempted to convince me that
to turn my back on Torah, to assimilate and emulate the lifestyle he
had chosen for himself. Unfortunately, he was able to sway and
convince me to ‘alter’ my religious commitment. I drew the line,
however, at Shabbos. 1 would not be mechallel, desecrate, Shabbos.

“With the advent of the American liberation, we were both
sent to a Displaced Persons camp where we were slowly introduced
to a normal way of life. It took some time before we were able to eat
regularly. Our bodies were unable to digest real food and certainly
could not handle regular sized meals. To consume too much too fast
was to invite illness and even death. We were nursed back to normal
eating habits.

“One Shabbos, following a hearty dinner, my friend pulled
out a cigarette and said, ‘After eating such a filling meal, I must
smoke a cigarette,” which he promptly did right in front of my face.
He offered one to me, and, knowing that I had never smoked on
Shabbos, put it into my mouth. All this was despite his awareness
that I drew the line at Shabbos. My yetzer hora, evil inclination,
burned within me: What damage can one cigarette make? I thought to
myself that after all 1 had undergone these last five years, I was
entitled to one cigarette. The yetzer hora knew that once he gets you
into the techum ha’heter, boundary of permissiveness, he has you.
Now, once I smoked, the yetzer hora had little resistance in
convincing me to take the train into town — which we did.

“The city was packed with people rushing all over, and
whom do I meet? None other than Moshe the tailor. I could not
believe my eyes. Moshe had died at the hands of the Nazis. What was
he doing here? He was certainly some sort of apparition. But why? It
had to be some sort of subconscious vision. Moshe was no longer
alive. Nonetheless, I was too shaken up to continue with my friend. I
returned to my room and began to cry incessantly. I had just
desecrated ~ Shabbos. What  had gotten into me?

“I drifted off to sleep and began to dream. In my dream I
saw Moshe laughing at me, ‘Your father was the reason I became
observant. I could not “live” with the notion of you — his son —
desecrating Shabbos. 1 asked permission to descend one time to save
you from falling into the eternal abyss.” That day forever changed my
life. My father’s love of Torah caused him to reach out to an
unaffiliated Jew. In turn, that Jew saved me. Those who devote
themselves to zikui ha 'rabim are, therefore, my heroes.”
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We were like grasshoppers in our eyes and so were we in their eyes.
(13:33)

When the meraglim, spies, returned from their mission, the
nation debated their negative report. They ruminated back and forth:
Could they triumph over the giant Canaanites or would they be
defeated? The meraglim were emphatic that they had no hope for
success. The people listened to them, and they began their bechiyah
shel chinam, unwarranted weeping — a weeping for which we have
been punished with a bechiyah [’doros, weeping for generations. As a
consequence, that night, which was the Ninth of A4v, became the
precursor of our national day of mourning. What did the meraglim
fear? What was it that compelled them to return with such negativity?
The Kotzker Rebbe, zI, in what has become a well-known, often
repeated explanation, says that our above pasuk presents the crux of
their problem, the root of the sin which led to their turning their
collective backs on Hashem: “We were in our eyes as grasshoppers.”
Why? Because the giants referred to them as grasshoppers. In other
words, the meraglim’s identity was defined by the Canaanite’s
opinion of them. Their self-image was predicated on what the giants
thought of them.

A negative self-esteem is not a sin, but it invariably leads to
— and is at the root of — most sin. One who feels good about himself,
who is not filled with despair, cares about himself. Such a person will
not easily fall prey to the wiles of the yetzer hora. Does negative self-
esteem bespeak one who is wicked? No, but one who has a low self-
esteem is an enemy of — himself. He is wicked to himself. He will
ultimately become wicked to Hashem. The Baal Shem Tov once told
his talmid, student, “You lack emunah, faith.” The student was taken
aback. “Rebbe, 1 spend hours daily engrossed in faith and in
improving my relationship with Hashem.” “You have faith in
Hashem,” said the Baal Shem Tov, “but you lack faith in yourself.
One who has no faith in himself will eventually renege on his faith in
Hashem.”

We all encounter situations that create ambiguity in our
lives. For some, it is a physical/economic/emotional challenge. For
others, it is the demons within, products of depression, which, for the
most part, is self-imposed. It is specifically during such moments that
it would serve us well to reflect upon Hashem and the role He plays
in our lives. This provides us with the comfort of knowing that we
are not in this alone. We should, thus, be encouraged and empowered
to go forward with confidence, to transform despair into hope.

This is how we should act. How many of us, however, can
say that they conform to this line of thinking? How many, instead,
defer to depression and fall into despair? When someone does not
believe himself capable or suitable for a mission, it will adversely
affect his spiritual standing. The Chiddushei HaRim implies this
concept in an incredible commentary to Devarim 25:18 concerning
Amalek’s evil attack against our people. The Torah admonishes us to
remember Amalek’s ambush of the fledgling Jewish nation following
our exodus from Egypt: “That he happened upon you on the way, and
he struck those of you who were hindmost” — necheshalim acharecha
— those who were hindmost, the back of the line, alone, without
protection. This is Amalek. He preys on the weak, the least affiliated,
those who do not have the community’s protection.

The Midrash Tanchuma identifies those who were the
necheshalim, who travelled at the back of the line: Shevet Dan, who
were eschewed by the Anan, Pillar of Cloud, that protected the
nation, because they were ovdei avodah zarah, idol worshippers!
This statement is mindboggling. To assert that a Jewish tribe was
guilty of idol worship so soon after yetzias Mitzrayim, exodus from
Egypt, is unnerving. Yet, the Midrash clearly makes this statement.
Furthermore, as the Chidushei HaRim points out, we know that the
Jewish nation travelled in groups, with one of every four tribes
carrying the group’s degel, banner/flag, of distinction. The chosen
tribe was the one that was the most worthy, most distinguished.
Shevet Dan carried a degel! How do we reconcile their avodah zarah
with being singled out to carry a degel?
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The Gerrer Rebbe explains that the Tribe of Dan was very
much like its name, which implies judgment — without compromise.
Thus, since they felt that they were undeserving of accolades or
honour, they refused to accept it. While some people would do
anything for the opportunity to receive attention, Shevet Dan
eschewed the limelight — especially if they perceived themselves to
be unworthy of the recognition. Is this such a terrible attribute to
have? It depends. If Hashem Yisborach selects a Shevet, this means
that the Almighty considers the Shevet worthy of the position. Who is
to argue with Hashem? Indeed, this is why Hashem chose them for
distinction — specifically because of their inordinate humility. Such a
person/Shevet shall carry the Banner of the Tribe! Nonetheless, if
they felt so low that they would refuse Hashem’s Divine mandate,
they were taking the issue of self-esteem too far. Even if one feels
himself unworthy, he accepts the position if Hashem commands.
Likewise, if one’s rebbe believes in him, he should, in turn, believe
in himself. If he does not, if he takes the negative self-image too far,
he is a rasha — to himself! A rasha to himself is still a rasha!

I think this idea is behind the concept of the rasha of “four
sons” fame. I was always bothered by this “errant” son who, despite
having issues with the religion in which he was raised and for which
his parents and grandparents before him had sacrificed, joins with his
family at the Seder table. If he is so estranged with the religion that
he has no problem deriding it publicly at his family’s Seder table,
why does he bother to attend? If he is a rasha, let him stay away.
Applying the above thought, we have a new understanding of the
rasha. The son who comes to the Seder is wicked — to himself. His
absolute negative self-image has distorted his entire outlook on
Judaism. He thinks/believes that if he is inadequate, the entire
religion must be failing him. His only way out is to denigrate what
others consider holy, because the alternative means focusing on
himself and his self-imposed/perceived shortcomings. He is not a bad
son in the wicked sense of the word. He is a son whose negative
image of himself, and concomitant low self-esteem, have so distorted
his perspective on everything around him that is truly positive that he
must whittle away at it in order to preserve his own distorted outlook
of himself. The harm this rasha causes is primarily to himself.

An individual’s attitude under difficult circumstances not
only often defines his character, but it also portrays his true spiritual
commitment. It will determine if said commitment will endure the
test of time. Yosef and Dovid originally met in Auschwitz where they
were both interred in the same block and worked together on the
same work detail. They both suffered traumatically, losing their entire
families to the Nazi murderers. Their relationship was concretised
when they spent a year as displaced persons in Bergen Belsen
following the war. Having to emigrate to Eretz Yisrael, they, like so
many others, were forced to suffer the pain of having insult added to
injury when the British Mandate, which was then the governing
power of Palestine, set a quota on how many Jews were allowed to
come “home.” They set their sights on America, as did so many
others.

By the time they arrived in America, they had married and
started families. Being devout men, they both did everything possible
to maintain their religious commitment in a country where Torah
Judaism was an anomaly. Their greatest difficulty was on the
economic front. Earning a living to support their families was
becoming increasingly difficult, since Shabbos, our day of rest, was a
regular workday. It was not uncommon for an observant Jew to hold
down his job all summer, only to lose it the first Friday of the winter,
after the clock was changed. To leave work early meant being fired,
which was the case for many fium, observant Jews — Yosef and
David were no different.

On one Friday afternoon, both Yosef and David were fired
from their respective jobs. While it came as no surprise, it did not
alleviate the fact that neither one even had food for Shabbos.
Nonetheless, they accepted their lot as a faithful Jew would. It was
their individual responses that distinguished one from the other.
Yosef went home, informed his wife and children that it was going to

be a rough Shabbos without food, and they proceeded to celebrate
Tishah B’Av on Shabbos. The entire family sat there depressed,
weeping, the pangs of hunger coursing through them. They lamented
their sorry lot in life. David also came home and informed his family
of their troubles. He, however, took a different attitude. They were
going to celebrate Shabbos Kodesh with everything but food. His
wife set the table, placed the challah cover -- sans challah -- in its
appropriate place. She lit candles and wept through her usual prayer.
When the children began to complain about their bitter lot in life,
David began to sing zemiros, the Shabbos songs. Within a few
minutes, everyone was singing like never before. Indeed, on that
Shabbos, when they thought they had nothing — they actually had
everything. It was their greatest, most inspiring Shabbos, which they
would remember for the rest of their lives. In fact, it was that
Shabbos and how they celebrated it, which determined the spiritual
trajectory of the individual children of Yosef and David.

Yosef’s children never forgot the misery and travail, the
bitterness and emptiness of the Shabbos when they went hungry.
Later in life, they decided that a religion that demands that one starve
was one which they could do without. They reneged the religion
which their father had tried so hard to keep. On the other hand,
David’s children never forgot the inspiration they had experienced
during that uplifting Shabbos, when they learned that religion was
not about food, but rather, about one’s relationship with Hashem. The
glass is either half full or half empty. A positive outlook on life
begins with a positive outlook on oneself. Negativity begets
negativity, while positivity breeds positivity.

Va’ani Tefillah

Tnbmn asen 'I’? a7
Nodeh Lecha u’nisapeir Tehillasecha.
We thank You and relate Your praise.

We all know the importance of paying gratitude, saying
“thank you” for favours rendered. Do we ever stop to think, however,
how far this obligation extends? I am sitting at my desk Erev Pesach
during the insidious plague that is attacking the world, and I stop to
think how much we owe Hashem — not just for the great, obvious
gifts, but for every moment, literally every breath.

Horav Alexander Ziskind, zI, author of the Yesod u’Shoresh
Ha’Avodah (quoted by Horav Avraham Chaim Feuer, Shlita), wrote a
lengthy tzavaah, ethical will, to his children, in which he
demonstrates in great detail how he never forgot any kindness which
Hashem bestowed upon him. He explained how every line of
Shemoneh Esrai speaks to him, awakening within him memories of
Divine kindnesses going back to his earliest years. As a result, he
devoted himself to reiterating Hashem’s kindness and relating His
Praises to others.

The Rav reminds his children to thank Hashem for even the
most mundane, almost insignificant favour. He writes: “Thank
Hashem purposely every time you need the simplest utensil and you
find it — a knife, a spoon, a pen. Thank Hashem for giving you a table
and chair. Thank G-d for a small pinch of snuff. Nothing is too
insignificant to warrant thanking Hashem.” If I may add: it is not the
favour, but the Benefactor. We must realise and teach our children
that Hashem bestows everything upon us. Without Him, we have
nothing. Indeed, without Him — we are nothing!
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Miriam + Meraglim = 613

13:2 “nx Nm1 o'wax 17
M7 n1 AR WK YD YR
nLUNY? TNX W' TNR WX ,7XW"
DDA X'W1 72 In7wn max”
“Send forth for yourself men, and let them spy
out the Land of Kna’an that I give to B'nei
Yisroel, one man each from his father’s Shevet
you shall send, everyone a leader among
them.” Rashi says that the Parsha of the
Meraglim is juxtaposed to the Parshah of the
incident of Miriam, for the Meraglim did not
learn from what happened to Miriam. How
can we compare the words of Miriam, who
spoke Loshon Hara about the Gadol Hador,
Moshe Rabbeinu, and the Meraglim who spoke
about the Holy Land of Eretz Yisroel —which is
inanimate?

Why is the Parsha of the Meraglim
near the Parsha of Miriam?
stricken with Tzara’as for speaking out
against her brother, Moshe Rabbeinu, and
these wicked ones (the Meraglim) saw what
happened to her and did not take a lesson from
her. (")

Rashi says that the Parshah of the
Meraglim is near the Parshah of Miriam for
they should have learned from Miriam, and
not sinned. It seems like the main complaint
against the Meraglim was that they did not
take the Mussar from what happened to
Miriam, and not that they transgressed the
prohibition of speaking Loshon Hara. It
appears from this that there was some sort of
Chiddush, new thing, that should have been
learned from the incident with Miriam, that
they did not know prior to that incident. What
was the Chiddush that they should have
learned from the incident with Miriam? The
prohibition of Loshon Hara is from the Mitzvos
that are Bein Odom L’chaveiro, between man
and his fellow friend. The main part of the
prohibition is that speaking Loshon Hara
causes harm to the one whom the Loshon Hara
is spoken about. It would then follow, that if
one were to say something that would not
cause harm to the one who spoken about, then
that speech would be permitted. According to
this reasoning, if one were to speak of the
disgrace of stones and wood, it would not be
covered under the prohibition of speaking
Loshon Hara, Rechilus, or giving someone a
bad name, for the stones and wood do not have
any feelings, and will therefore not be
embarrassed nor have any pain. If the
Meraglim were to use this reasoning, they
could have advanced the argument that they
did not do anything wrong by saying “Loshon
Hara” about the Land of Eretz Yisroel, for the
Land cannot feel any pain embarrassment —
and thus it is permitted to speak “Loshon
Hara” about it. To combat this potential line
of reasoning here, Chazal tell us that the
Meraglim should have taken Mussar from the
incident with Miriam, and known that it is
prohibited to speak words of disparagement

Miriam was
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about a matter of Kedusha, even if that which
is disparaged will not feel it. Immediately
after, the Posuk tells us that Miriam and
Aharon spoke about Moshe, their brother, the
Torah announces to us, “Txn 1Y nwn URNI” —
that the man Moshe was exceedingly humble.
Why did the Torah state that Moshe
was very humble specifically here? It is to
teach us that Moshe was so humble, that he
did not see himself as anything important, and
felt absolutely no pain or discomfort from the
words of Miriam and Aharon. Thus, as far as
speaking Loshon Hara about Moshe, it should
have been no different than speaking Loshon
Hara about a rock, which would also not have
any pain. Nonetheless, Miriam and Aharon
were punished for their words, for it is
prohibited to speak disparaging words, even if
it is about an inanimate object and will not feel
any pain, if it is a nUITP 7w K¥oN, an object of
holiness.  Being that it is something of
Kedusha, and the Shem Shomayim is upon it,
anyone who mars its Kovod is like it is causing
a P’gam in the Kovod of its Creator, Hakodosh
Boruch Hu.  This is the Mussar Hakodosh
Boruch Hu gave to Miriam and Aharon —
12:6,7 “I"7N NXIN2A T DONI ' DN NAT N VY
|AX1 "M 752 ,NYn "Tay |3 X7 .12 QTR DI7N] YTINK
'T NAANI NIT'NA K71 NXINAT 12 12T N9 7R N9 .NIN
nwn Tyl 12T7 DNXRY K7 yimi v — “Please
hear My words, If here shall be prophets
among you, in a vision I shall make Myself
known to him, I shall speak to him in a dream.
Not so is My servant Moshe; in My entire
house he is trusted. Mouth to mouth I speak to
him, in a vision and not in riddles, and he
gazes at the image of Hashem. Why do you not
fear to speak against My servant, Moshe?”
Hakodosh Boruch Hu was telling
Miriam and Aharon that although Moshe
Rabbeinu was indeed exceedingly humble, and
the words in no way harmed him, nonetheless,
it is improper speech for he is, “My servant”
and he is on a much higher level than all other
Nevi'im, and thus even if it won’t harm him,
speaking derogatory words about him affronts
My honor, the honor of Hakodosh Boruch Hu,
and is thus prohibited. So too, Eretz Yisroel,
has Kedusha, with its Master on top of it.
Vayikra 25:23 “yIxn '7 '> nnmx7 10NN X7 yIrnl
Ty dDnX Davini 0 D — “The Land shall not
be sold in perpetuity, for the Land is Mine, for
you are sojourners and residents with me.”
Hakodosh Boruch Hu states clearly that the
Land of Eretz Yisroel is His Land. The Land
of Eretz Yisroel is on the level of, “ n'w nnwn
'17” — it is owned by Hakodosh Boruch Hu, as
opposed to the rest of the land that others are
able to own. Thus, since the Land of Eretz
Yisroel is Kodosh, by saying derogatory words
about it, it is an affront to the honor of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu. The Meraglim should
have learned from the incident of Miriam, that
it is strictly prohibited to speak Loshon Hara
about things of Kedusha, even if the things of
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Kedusha will not have any pain from those
words. Their sin was grave, to speak Loshon
Hara about the holy Land of Eretz Yisroel.
(haniwn na pvn)

Rashi says that the reason that the
Parshah of Meraglim is near the Parshah of
Miriam is because the Meraglim didn’t take
the Mussar from seeing what happened to
Miriam when she spoke Loshon Hara about
her brother. The Gemara in Eiruvin 15a says
— How can one who speaks Loshon Hara be
Mesaken himself so that he does not speak
Loshon Hara? Only by toiling in Limud
Hatorah. There is a Remez to this as n'72an
and nn together is the Gematria of 613, the
Taryag Mitzvos of the Torah. By learning the
Taryag Mitzvos of the Torah, it will give one
the strength to overcome the sin of speaking
Loshon Hara. (012 xwt)

Now we can understand the severity
of sin of the Meraglim and what they should
have learned from the incident with Miriam.
Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Klal Yisroel that the
Land is a good Land. Klal Yisroel did not trust
Hakodosh Boruch Hu. The Land of Eretz
Yisroel is a Land full of Kedusha. We don’t see
anywhere that the Meraglim were going to
make sure that the land was full of Kedusha,
so they too can be elevated with the Kedusha
of the Land. Rather, their focus was on the
physical aspects of the Land.

Hakodosh Boruch Hu told them the
truth, that the Land is a very good Land, but
they did not trust Him. There can be
something called trust, and perhaps one can
say that he does trust, but would still like to
see for himself — as this would make him even
more excited.  While Klal Yisroel were
supposed to get a very good land in Gashmiyos,
more importantly was that it was a Land of
Kedusha. Klal Yisroel did not focus on this
aspect, and this ultimately caused the
Meraglim to give an evil report about the
Land, and caused them to not be allowed to
enter into this Holy Land. The Meraglim
should have learned from the incident of
Miriam, that even if one will not harm the one
who the evil words are about, nonetheless, if it
is a thing of Kedusha, one cannot speak ill of
it. Moshe Rabbeinu was so humble, that the
words spoken about him were not harmful to
him — yet Miriam and Aharon were punished
because Moshe represented Hakodosh Boruch
Hu, and thus speaking evil about him was
strictly prohibited. The same applied with the
holy Land of Eretz Yisroel. Klal Yisroel did
not appreciate the holiness of the Land, and
the Meraglim sinned greatly by speaking
disparagingly about it. May we be Zoche to
appreciate the holiness of the Land of Eretz
Yisroel, and be Zoche to once again have it in
all its glory and Kedusha, with the coming of
Moshiach, jpx nm=a nanna!

OO



T , )
aphnll /3

PARSHA WITH e

YESHIVA ZEEV HATORAH www.zeevhatorah.org

For sponsorship and to subscribe please email Yaakov@zeevhatorah.org

WHAT'S IN A CHANGE OF NAME ANYWAY?

ywIn's name was changed to ywin' thereby changing his name to mean that Hashem should save you from the ill advice of the spies.
Chazal tell us that this letter yud which was added to his name was not just pulled out from the hat like a magician's rabbit but rather
it was taken from the name of our Matriarch nnw. Hashem changed her name from "W to nYw which merited her to give birth to
Yitzchak. This is the letter yud that Yehoshuah now possessed. The difference is that in Sarah's name, the yud was at the end of her
name and now it is at the beginning of a name. The Chasam Soffer asks that if aspect of names and letters are so exacting, then where
did the vowel of Sh'vah (:) under the Yud come from? The letter yud in Sarah's name did not have a Sh'vah under it since it was fixated
at the end of her name. However, now that the yud was upgraded to be the first letter of another name, the sh'vah that was added
where did it come from?

The Chasam Soffer answers that two dots were taken from the three dots of the vowel 7120 that lay under the letter of 2 in the word
[11 ]2 ywin'. With this interpretation he explains that Yehoshuah is the only person that we find described together with his yichus as
being a son of Nun, with the word |2 pronounced bin instead of ben. It is because the letter yud in the beginning of Yehoshua's name
needed a Sh'vah to be pronounced. This too cannot just be pulled out of that hat, for everything that Hashem does is exact and perfect.
That vowel Sh'vah came from the |2 in the description of his whole name |11 |2 ywin®.

Now we understand that the physical body of Yehoshua's yud came from mw. Let us now explain the neshama connection between
the two and how did this yud protect Yehoshuah from the influence of the peer pressure being amongst the other spies. When Sarah
gave birth to Yitzchak she was worried about the influence that Yishmael who was Avraham's son would have on Yitzchak. The passuk
says (Bereishis 21,9) that Sarah saw that the son of Hagar was jzn¥n upon which Rashi brings the Medrash that it is to be interpreted
to correspond to the three Cardinal Sins for which one must sacrifice his life in order not to transgress them.

This interpretation seems difficult from two perspectives. One, how would Avraham allow Yishmael to remain in his household when
he acted so immorally? Secondly, this interpretation contradicts another Rashi later on which testifies to Yishmael's level of
righteousness. Avraham sent Hagar and Yishmael from his house on account of Sara's displeasure with the situation of them living in
her dwelling. While in the desert, their water supply ran and the Torah writes that Hashem listened to Yishmael's cries bW XIn "wX2
that Yishmael was judged on the level he was on at that particular time of crisis. Rashi brings the Chazal that at that time he was a
tzadik.

P I TNYY °n ¥7W3IT IR 0°370pn NN IRY PAW °DY NWYY TNY RITW 71 °DY ’YY 1771 X7 PWIY AW RITW D°WYND 5 (TL 179) - DW RI7 WK
.OW RI7 WK 77 137 IR PWIY YW PWYH 20 O IR P7I% 9 1R YWI IR 2773 X7 70 1PWIOY D2WH X171 IR 19 19Yn INR XH¥3 T2

If Sarah at a previous time already saw that Yishmael was pnxn with the three Cardinal Transgressions, how can he be labeled a tzaddik
a short time later? One answer to this question is to understand the words of Chazal in their interpretation of pnxn in slightly a
different manner. What Chazal meant was that Sarah had radar sensitivity to pick up the seeds and character tendencies of Yishmael
towards these three aveiros. True that at that present time Yishmael did not actualize any of these aveiros, however Sarah saw in
Yishmael the roots and the subtle attitudes of these wayward conducts. w'an Ini' 0'w17 NnaNa N1M' N1 an extra understanding was
given to women (Niddah 45b). n1'a describes the ability to deduce, to break the whole into finer details and to build upon the initial
thought. Sarah had that ability to see from the roots of Yishmael the distorted growth and evil that would eventually emerge from
him.

Now we can understand why Avraham did not feel a need to separate Yitzchak from Yishmael because he did not see any overt hinting
to such evil behavior by him. This also answers the contradiction between the two Chazals. In the desert Yishmael was still considered
a tzadik in his deeds because he never committed such wicked aveiros. However, Sarah perceived in his character the seeds of nxn,
the leaning towards such behaviors and she was therefore insistent that even in his potential state alone there is a real danger that
Yitzchak's spiritual wholesomeness will be affected for the worse.
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This ability of Sarah's n1a of separating Yishmael from the family in order to remove his subtle influence from Yitzchak is the process
of Havdalah Motzei Shabbos. We first recite the Birkas |'*n with corresponds to the letter '. Next comes the nD'nwa the spices, which
corresponds to the letter 2. This is followed by the beracha on the 71 which is the letter nun of n1'a. These three culminate with the
beracha of "Tanan the separation of weekday from Shabbos, holy from profane, light and darkness, between Yisrael and the nations
of the world.

It is very interesting to note that the four steps in N1'a correspond to the four limbs fixed on one's head which partake in the mitzvah
of Havdalah. The |'* symbolizes n9n the mouth with which the beracha is recited that allows one to drink the wine. qxn the nose,
symbolizes the 1 of N1'a because the nose smells the besamim. |'vin the eye must benefit from the 1 of N1 as it benefits from the
light of the candle. |Iw'7n the tongue and language is used to say the last beracha of Havadalah. The speech and language of the Yid
exalts him amongst all the nations as we say in the Yom Tov davening niniw'za 7on nnnnni.

Isn't it incredible that the gematriah of these four W0 'wa XN N9 equals the same as naw! Shabbos which is separated from
the rest of the week facilitates that a Yid can rid himself of these subtleties that branch out from the three major aveiros. If one uses
his N9 to embarrass or abuse another person it is tantamount to 0T N3'9w killing him. One who uses his QX his nostrils to become
angry then it is tantamount to N7 nTIAY for X also means anger. One can use his |'V for sensual pleasures which is a branch of "17"a
NIMy. Sarah Imeinu possessed this power of Shabbos not only on Shabbos but also during the week as the Chazal say pnx' nx2Qi
KX "W n'7nKRN and Yitzchak brought Rivkah to his mother's tent: Nnaw 27Y7 Naw 27vn 2177 11 that one of the miracles present by
Sarah was that the Shabbos lights lasted the entire week (Bereishis 24, 67 Rashi).

Before Kiddush the custom is to recite from Mishlei the perek of X¥n' m 7'n NWX. Some meforshim learn that the 7'n NWK is Shabbos
and so it is hinted in the first word nUX which is gematriah (with the word) naw. But Chazal also say that this perek in Mishlei were
the words used by Avraham Avinu to eulogize Sarah. This demonstrates that Sarah Imeinu was a Shabbos person during the entire
week. She was super sensitive to the subtle influences that came from the outside of her home. She did not allow those influences
into her home even though she was very active as a partner in Kiruv like her husband. Even before anyone entered their hospitable
abode they had to wash their feet from the sand that they worshipped. This is the roots of Am Yisrael and its environment must be
1000% germ free from any alien unholy influence.

Yehoshua in the capacity of a spy with eleven others needed the yud specifically of an individual who could pick up the subtle nuances
of dissent and lack of emunah that could evolve during their mission. For even the slightest unfavorable perspective about Eretz Yisrael
could influence others to follow along with the group opinion and pressure. However, fortified with the yud of Sarah he was guided
by her na'n' n1'a a Shabbos perspective on the world as it is hinted in the wordsnamn' nara (incl. the nine letters and kollel) which is
gematriah Nnaw. Yehoshuah merited to draw havdallah and spirit from the full name of |11 "2 ywin' being read such because the two
dots were removed from the |2 to become the vowels under Sarah's yud. He was now gifted with the n1'a ability to separate from the
influences that would distant one from his closeness to Hashem and fulfillment of this mission on this world.

Even the addition of the vowel X1w had a tremendous effect on Yehoshuah? This was a constant reminder for him to daven during his
mission '1*'N 27172 XIYW NIKN 12'V 12N (Tehillim 119,37). Keep my eyes from seeing lies give me life in Your ways. Stay clear from
the n'72an nxy who fulfill the passuk (Tehillim 144,8) W |'a' D1 KIW 12T DN'D WK their mouths speak lies and with their right
hand they swear falsely. Together the XIv and the * were the ammunition and strength to ward off the influences of herd conformity.
The added N1 and ' brought Yehoshuah out of the state of wIX' hopelessness (the identical letters). Because of his changed name he
was saved from the gezirah of the Meraglim and the rest of Am Yisrael who were to die in the desert because of their complaints of
Eretz Yisrael. In Tehillim 106,38 the passuk says of this decree 12N DNIX 7'907 DN? IT' XYWL Those who believed in the lies fell into
WIN' because of Xw'l and perished. Yehoshua davened not to be swayed by the masses and he was saved and led the next generation
into the Promised Land. There's a lot more in a name than we think!
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Ramapost offers a weekly printed subscription to the following Divrei Torah:
Please fill out the online forrm at RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH to subscribe. We ask that
your free printed divrei torah be picked up every Friday at our Monsey (Rt 59) or Wesely Hills/Pomona location.
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