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2 Torah Wellsprings

Parshas Vayeitzei

Emunah and Bitachon - Everything is in Hashem’s
Hands

n Thursday before know you wouldn’'t get to
Shabbos parashas noen, Zabiltav for Shabbos.

a chassid of the Toras Chaintiowever, last weekparashas
of Kosov zt'l told his Rebbe Vayeitzei, we read (28:8yym™
that he would be traveling.mmy opoN mm o8 N> 91 3y,

“And on Shabbos, | will be Yaakov made a vow saying,
in Zabiltav.” ‘If Hashem will be with me...’

The word x5, “saying,” is
extra. The pasuk could be
understood without it.
The chassid didn’t understandRather, thepasuk should be
the Rebbe’s intentions. Whyread as follows,v 2pp ~m,
shouldn’t he be in Zabiltav? Yaakov vowed,wx5, that he
will always say,opbs o on

But there were compllcatlonsq_m’ If Hashem will help

on his tr|p,' and he ended YBne...” Yaakov made this VoW,
returning to Kosov. because he needed a constan
He asked the Rebbe, “If thereminder that everything is
Rebbe knew with hisruach from Hashem. Yaakov was
hakadoshhat | wouldn’t be in traveling to the home of Lavan
Zabiltav for Shabbos, whyHaRasha, renowned for his
didn’t you just tell me not to conniving ways. Yaakov was
go?” worried: How would he pass
The Rebbe replied, “It wasn'tall the difficult tests Lavan

ruach hakadoshand | didn't will place before him? He

The Toras Chaim replied, “Do
you really think so?”

1. Often =mx5 means to say to others, but that isn’t applicable here.
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knew that the only solution isan open hand, but he didn’t
to remember that everything iselieve in hashgachah pratis
from Hashem, and Lavan can'tHe thought the wealth he
harm him if it isn't Hashem’s earned was by the “strength of
decree. He therefore made a his hand.”

nederto always say;n ny~ on
and m paya, and opby o oN
vy and the likes (seehlah
2" "o nopna who encourages
this), so he will always
remember that everything is in

Once, he was walking to the
marketplace to buy oxen. On
the way he met Eliyahu
HaNavi, who appeared as a
businessman. “Where are you
going?” Eliyahu asked him.

Hashem'’s hands.”
After saying thisdvar Torah *“l am going to the market to
the Toras Chaim told his buy oxen.”

chassid, “I heard you say that,
you will be Shabbos in
Zabiltav, but | didn't hear you
say im yirtzeh Hashem The merchant said, “I have
therefore | was doubtful it money in my pocket. Buying
would happen. Because youhe oxen or not buying them is
can't succeed in any venture totally up to me.”

without Hashem'’s help”I(nrei

Baruch Devarinj.

Say im yirtzeh Hashemor ox
=y, if Hashem decrees it.”

Eliyahu told him, “If you have
this attitude, you won't
On this topic, we share the succeed.”

following story" On the way to the marketplace

There was a wealthy, generoukis money fell, and he didn’t
man who helped the poor withrealize it. Eliyahu saw the

2. We told this story last week in brief, as it is written by the Chida (in
1va »rn). This week, we tell the story with elaboration, as brought in
Otzar HaMidrashim:
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money bag and put it on amoney bag and put it on the
stone in the forest, in a placestone in the forest, where the
where people don’t pass. first money bag lay.

The merchant came to théNhen the merchant awoke, he
marketplace, and after a lot olsaw that his money was stolen.
toil found the good oxen heHe returned home, very upset.
sought. When he was about t(&

h i that he | e thought about what
pay, he realized that he los appened to him twice, and he

realized that it was from
He went home, devastated. Heaven. He was being
unished because he didn’t say
m yirtzeh Hashenand believe
that everything is run by
Hashem’s hashgachah He

his money.

Sometime later, he took a ba
of money and set off for the
marketplace once  again

E:?yauu met hi”;l' I'-Il;his timel’dmade a kabbalah that from
lyahu appeared 1K€ an Ol on he will sayim yirtzeh

man. Ellyahu_ asked him theHashem for everything he
same question as before, wants to do

“Where are you going?”

The merchant set out to the
market a third time to buy
oxen. This time, Eliyahu
appeared like a youth looking
for work. “Where are you
going?” Eliyahu asked him.

Eliyahu heard the man
answer as before. He still
didn’'t say im yirtzeh Hashem
Eliyahu told him, “Say im
yirtzeh Hashemor m = o,
because your success is in
Hashem’s hands.” “I am going to the market to

[ buy oxen,im yirtzeh Hashem
Eliyahu saw that the merchant > oo Y

wasn’t accepting his counselEliyahu wished him success,
so Eliyahu had him fall asleep.and added, “If you need help
When the merchant waswith the oxen, call me.”

sleeping, Eliyahu took hisThe merchant said, “If
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Hashem helps me buy theA yeshiva bachur had to go
oxen, | will hire you to help home to do the mitzvah of
me.” kibud av ve’embut he didn’t
have any money to pay for
the trip. He decided he would
o  hishtadlus and do
hatever he can, and Hashem
will help him.

This time, he had siyata
dishmaya He bought oxen for
a cheap price, and he hire
the lad to lead the oxen
home. As they were walking,

the oxen suddenly ran off intoys \walked three days to the

the forest. The merchant ranosest train  station. (That
after them. The oxen stoppeQipesn’t cost money, only

near a stone. The tWo MON€%nargy) He arrived at the
bags that the merchant l0S}ain ~station several hours
were on that stone. Thepefore the train would be
merchant ~ was  extremelyjoaying to his home town. He
happy, and he thankedsat on a bench, took out his
Hashem. He continued on hissemara and began to leamn as
way with the lad. When heyq,gn he was in yeshiva. He
was near his home, the lad5q gone hishishtadlus now
suddenly disappeared. 5| he had to do was to trust

Thats when he learned thain Hashem and pray that he

everything is by Hashem's gets home.

hashgachah
Eventually, people started

When one knows thatcoming to the train station. A
everything is in Hashem’sYid approached him and said,
hands, he will know that he“I'm so happy there will be
can have bitachon and another Yid on the train.
Hashem will help him. This Perhaps we can travel
brings us to another truetogether. We can find a corner,
story, told by the Alter of so we don't have to be among

Nevardok zt'l: all the goyim, and we can
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learn Torah together.” minutes. People on the
The bachur replied, “I would platform began boarding the
like that very much, but I train, but thisbachurremained

don’t have a ticket.” sitting on the bench. He was

“g b What calm, because he trusted
© 9o buy one. What are ¥oUyashem will yet help him get

waiting for?” -
. onto the train.
“The problem is | don’'t have
money to buy a ticket.”  Then the conductor blew the

second whistle. Only two

u ? : .
So why are you here’ Youmlnutes left until departure.
act very foolishly. You

., Station in a hurry, rushing to
three long days .for ngthmg. catch the train. He asked the
The bachur rep!led, I trust_ bachur “Why arent you
that my Father in heaven Wlll boarding the train?”
help me get on the train.

Hashem has His ways. | did‘l don’'t have money to buy a
my hishtadlus and the rest ticket.”
Hashem will do.” “I'l buy two tickets. One for

The man laughed at him, and you and one for me.

said insulting words. Then heThey boarded the train a
bought a ticket and boardednoment before the doors
the train. closed.

The bachurcontinued learning The bachur thanked his
Torah. He trusted and prayedenefactor immensely, and he
that Hashem help him getthanked Hashem for helping
home, to perform the mitzvah  him get onto the train.

of kibud av ve'em The bachurlooked around for

The conductor blew the firsta place to sit on the packed
whistle. This meant the traintrain, and that's when he saw
will be leaving in five the Yid whom he spoke with
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earlier. The Yid was shockedhappened to Yaakov, and
to see thebachuron the train. Lavan witnessed it. Hashem
The bachur said, “You see, it warned Lavan that he mustn’t
is good to trust in Hashem. Asharm Yaakov. But Lavan still
the Midrash GShochar Toy didn't realize that he was
Tehillim 31) states,nman 5> totally in Hashem’s hands. He
oum un ww, ‘Whoever trusts still thought he could do
in My name, | will save him.”” anything he wanted to. As he
The man replied, “How cansaid, pn ooy mwpd = 585 v, |
you say you acted wisely? Ifhave the ability to do bad to
the man wouldn’'t have comeyou... only Hashem prevented
at the last minute, you wouldme. He didn’t recognize that
be left alone in the trainhe should emphasize the final
station, without a way to getwords, “Hashem didn't let
home.” me” and recognize that he
can't do anything if it isn't
This story was told by the Hashem’s will.
Alter of Novardok zt'l, and it
is known that he was thelLehavdil Lavan's  ways
bachurin this story. reminds us of the foolish Yid
who thinks everything is up to
Reb Shalom Shwadronztl man. He saw before his eyes
repeated this story to explairthat everything is in Hashem’s
how Lavan foolishly said to hands, but he didn’t
Yaakov (31:29), = 5% Se» acknowledge it.
W DIAN PN P Domp ey’
oy "3 P owwn N> Sy s Let us go in Yaakov Avinu's
oy o oy, ‘I have the ways,™my opds o x5, to
ability to harm you, only the always say, im vyirtzeh
G-d of your father told me Hashem and to know that
yesterday, ‘Be cautious, don'teverything is by Hashem’s
speak good or bad withhashgachahAnd then we will
Yaakov...” A miracle succeed in all our ways.
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Nisyonos - Growing from the Hardships

It states, s wan axw a9 mn meon 5. This can  be

maewn, the ladder was on thetranslated: Lavan’'s children
ground, and its top reached theealized that because of their
heaven. The Baal HaTurimfather, Lavan, who afflicted

writes, w5 pw> PHwww w5 wr Yaakov, Yaakov reached his
e 1oy mpw, “This is to hint high levels.

that if a person was thrown toYaakov told his children

the ground for a moment, he

will [afterwards] go up to the (31:46), muax wp>, to gather
., stones. But when the brothers
heavens.” Because after

descent one rises even highe?OOK the stones it statess

onax. Rebbe Aharon of Belz
Rebbe Hershele of Zidichoivztl explained that the stones
zt'l was honoring a simpleimply tests and struggles.
person, immensely. TheYaakov told themwp5, to pick
students asked him about thathem, as one picks out
because that person wasn't diamonds. Each struggle can
scholar, and he didn't seem tdoe viewed as collecting
be a tzaddik. Rebbe Hershelprecious gems, because one
explained, “In one of mygrows so much from those
travels, | stayed by this manexperiences. The brothers
for a long time. He didn’t give didn’t recognize the benefit of
me more than dry bread andhose tests, and therefore it
water each day, and he had mstates wnpn, they took the
sleep in his barn. | sufferedstones, as someone taking
physically, but because of itsomething out of the way.
all | reached very great heightsThey didn’'t appreciate the
spiritually. Therefore, 1 haveimmense value of each

hakaras hatovfor him...” hardship.

Rebbe Hershele added that it states Tehillim 91:12), %
states (31:1)nx mwy wan® wNn  THM N3 [un D TaNe o3,



Torah Wellsprings - Vayeitzei 9

“Hashem carries you on Hiswhen she saw Yaakov
hands, lest your feet be hurt orworking for Lavan to marry
a stone.” An old woman, whoRachel, because she feared she
suffered a lot in her lifetime, would end up marrying Eisav.
asked, “Why didn't Dovid But something good came
request that Hashem remové&om that in the end. Seder
all the stones and hardships®lam tells that Rachel was
Why did he only request thatniftar at the age of 37, and her
we be elevated above thdwin sister Leah, wasiftar at
stones, so the stones don’'t hud4. This means that the final
us? seven years of Leah’s life she
The answer is, there willwas Yaakov's only wife. Her
always be stones in our life,seven years of hardships were
and they are for our benefit.paid off with seven years of
Our request is that we shouldeing Yaakov's only wife.
grow and become elevated byecause, as the Baal HaTurim
those tests, rather than to falivrites, sometimes we fall to

from them. the ground, but immediately
afterwards we reach the
Leah suffered for seven years greatest levels?

3. There was once an astrologer who claimed he knew how to read the
stars. The king trusted him and believed all his forecasts. But then

someone slandered the astrologist to the king, claiming that he just makes

things up, and doesn’t really know anything at all. The king ordered one of

his strong bodyguards to kill the astrologist. The king said to the bodyguard,

"When | give my signal, shoot."

The bodyguard stood on the side, as the king asked the astrologist, "You

say you know everything, so let me ask you, how are things with you now?"

"Matters aren't so good." He sensed there was a problem.

"And when do you think you will die?"

"I don’'t know. But | do know that | will die three days before the king dies."

The king became frightened. Instead of signaling to the guard to kill him,
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Tefillah Hashem promised him almost

One of the primary gains froma” of these. Hashem saidjm
yesurimis the potential to turn pzal - BT V= SRS
your heart to Hashem -TNT 7T ON o pmawm,
Hardships opens up a person'se_’ehmd | am with you, and
heart intefillah in a way that Will guard you wherever you

he generally couldn’t pray. 99 and I will return you to
this land..." (25:15).

When we compare Yaakov'sBut Yaakov's request, that he
requests with the promisesalways have bread and
Hashem gave him, we see thatlothing @12% w3 5386 ond),
all of Yaakov's desires werewasn't answered. The Midrash
answered, except for two. explains that Hashem didn't
want to guarantee this, because
then Yaakov wouldn’'t have
any reason to daven. Hashem
wanted there should always
remain some difficulty,
something lacking, so Yaakov
would always be turning to
Hashem in prayer.

The following are Yaakov
Avinu's requestsopor v DN
o0 OIN WN MR TR e Ty
nagn wiacc T Sand omd S nn
LN M 58 odwa, “If Hashem
will be with me, and guard me
on the path that | am going,
and He will give me bread to
eat and clothes to wear, and This is often the reason for the
will return in peace to my hardships; to draw the person's
father's home..." (25:20-21). heart to Hashem. Similar to

the king appointed that very same guard to protect the astrologist from all
harm. It was important to the king that the astrologist should live, for he
felt that his life depends on it.

The astrologer realized that the situation he thought was a problem turned
out to be his salvation, because he now had a full-time bodyguard. The
moral of the story is, when we think we have problems, it's very likely that
the problems are really the solution and the salvation.
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what Chazal say, "Why wereYaakov became angry with
the imahos barren? It is Rachel and said, ‘Am | G-d
because Hashem desires towho prevented you from
listen to the prayers ofbearing children' (30:2) the
tzaddikim." Hashem wants atzaddekes(Rachel) saw she
connection with us, andcan't rely on Yaakov's
sometimes, only hardships willtefillos, so she began to pray
establish that. herself... and Hashem heard
her prayers' (30:22)." Because
Rachel asked Yaakov to prayhen one prays from the
for her to bear children. Thedepths of his heart, hitefillos
Ramban writes , “When are answereél.

4. It states in Tehillim, ora Y xIpx PYx > 1 =n, "Have mercy on me
Hashem, because | am going to call you all day long" (86:3). The Arvei

Nachal explains that the purpose of hardships is to spur people to daven.

David HaMelech promised Hashem that he would continue to pray even

when his tzaros pass, and his life is good and well. He said, 79x " 1 »n

ora Y5 XApX, "Have compassion on me Hashem, because | am going to

call you all day long. Therefore, there’s no reason for You not to save me.

Don't say that You want the hardships so | will pray, ora Y5 Xapx Ix ™,

because | will daven to you, regardless."

5. Someone came to Rebbe Yisrael of Kozhnitz zy'a, placed a gold coin
on the table for a pidyon and said, “Someone stole a lot of money

from me.”

“l promise, | didn’'t do it,” the Rebbe replied.

The man placed another gold coin on the table, and told some more details

about his misfortune.

The Rebbe said, “If you give me fifty gold coins, you'll have your salvation.”

The Yid turned to his wife and said, “Let's get out of here. We will pray

ourselves and Hashem will help us.”

The Rebbe said, “You've just received your salvation." Because there is

nothing greater than a tefillah which emanates from one's heart.

If you loaned money to your fellow man and you know that the borrower



12 Torah Wellsprings - Vayeitzei

En route to Charan, Yaakovobut the entire world became
stopped at Har HaMoriah andike a wall before him
he prayed at sunset, as it statgpreventing him from going
wawn N3 0 LLopea pan (25:11). anywhere].wmwn 82 3, Chazal
This was when Yaakovsay Hakadosh Baruch Hu

establishedefillas Maariv. As caused the sun to set earlier

Chazal tell us: Avrahamthan usual because He wanted
instituted Shacharis Yitchak to speak to Yaakov in privacy.
Minchah and Yaakov This can be compared to when
establishedMaariv. a friend comes to a king, and

the king says, 'Put out the

On this pasuk (25:11) the candles and the lanterns. |
Midrash Bereishis Rabba want to speak to my friend in
68:10) states, dipnwa  pen, privacy.” Similarly, Hakadosh
Yaakov wanted to travel on,Baruch Hu had the sun set

is a pauper and isn't able to repay the debt, the Torah says, 19 mn X5
mwd, “don’'t pester him for the money" (Shemos 22:24). The Chozeh of
Lublin said, the Torah prohibits pestering the poor, nwn> 1% mn X5, but
from Hashem, one should continue asking until he gets his desires.

Reb Dovid of Lelov zy'a taught this lesson from this week's parashah where
it states, mpna yaon, which means tefillah. yaon is similar to the Yiddish word
peiger (pest) when one keeps asking over and over again for the same
thing. mpma wyaon can therefore mean that one should ask and ask from
Hashem, until he receives his desires.

On the pasuk, mmxn 1mwn apy ypn (28:16) the Baal HaTurim writes, “The
last letters spell ma'x, because a person's prayers are heard with a tzibur
(together with a minyan).”

When Yaakov was on Har HaMoriah, he said, 7p23 apy oown omwn 2w 1,
"This is the gateway of heaven. Yaakov awoke in the morning..."
(28:17-18). The Baal HaTurim writes, "We learn from this that the gates of
heaven are open at daybreak, anwa mby and it's an ideal time for tefillah.”
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early, to speak with Yaakov inking requested all the lights to
privacy." be put out. All these represent

darkness and hardships. The

We can explain this MidrashMidrash states that wherever
in the following way: The Yaakov turned he perceived a
nighttime  nay tefillah wall before him. This alludes
represents a person who'so the feeling many people
going through hard times, anchave when they’re going
is praying to be saved fromthrough hard times. They feel
those hardships. Even thehey have nowhere to turn, and
name, 27y, is from the word wherever they go they're
a7, which can mean mixed upconfronted with another wall.

or confusion.wawn 83 3, the Hashem says, exactly at times
sun setaxa 5, can be reachas, like this | want to speak with

extinguished, as the Midrashyou. | want to hear your
says in the mashal that the tefillah.
Bas Ayin

Tuesday, the 12th of Kislev, ismuch of it will make you sick.
the yahrtzeitof Reb Avraham But when it comes to praising
Dov Aurbach ben Reb Dovidtzaddikim, there is no limit,
zt'l of Avritch, the Bas Ayin, because when people hear the
one of the great Rebbes of twgraises of tzaddikim, they will
hundred years ago. Towards emulate their ways.

the end of his life he moved to

Tzefas, and is buried there. CoPecially on theyahrtzeitof

a tzaddik, it is even more

important to discuss the

tzaddik's ways and to study
his divrei Torah

The wisest of all men, Shlomo
HaMelech, teaches Mishlei
25:27),%pm ,am N> man waT SN
ma> omaa. The Meiri explains As the Rema MiPanozt!l
that the pasuk means that (Kanfei Yonah writes, “The
although honey is sweet, tocsecret of ahilulah, yahrtzeit
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of a tzaddik is that in heaven'lt's all very interesting, but
all the worlds are discussingthis isn’'t the right time. This
the good deeds anchiddushei is a chasunah Now all
Torah of this tzaddik... This is speeches should be about the
hinted in Chazal Brachos6:), chasunali A vyahrtzeit is
Y N9 a1 xRy, [which can called achasunah because in
be translated] on ax®>n, heaven, everyone is speaking
yahrtzeif of a tzaddik, »ux, the divrei Torah of that
the reward [and what onetzaddik and are discussing his
should be occupied in isp», good deeds. All other
the words of Torah that thisconversations are inappropriate
tzaddik spoke and taught.” at this time.

So, we see that on the day Ofhg yismach Yisraekt'| (e
a tzaddik’syahrtzeitit is even .., <n o %) writes, “A

more important to discuss theyahrtzeit is called a hilula,
praises of that tzaddik, and tq,acquse just as by ehasunah
repeat his divrei  Torah e kesubahis read before the
because that is the primaryhasanto remind thechasan
discussion in heaven. ot his opligations to the

The Zohar calls a yahrizeit Kallah, similarly, —on the
"hilula” which literally yahrtzeit of a tzaddik we

translated is a wedding. Whafémind the tzaddik of his
is the connection? obligation to his chassidim.”

According to the Rema

MiPano, the explanation is afz?bbe Yissachar Dov of Belz
follows: zt'l explains that ayahrtzeitis

called a hilula (chasunal
If someone will stand up at abecause just as people give
wedding and speak on anyresents to thechasan and
section of Torah other thankallah at a chasunah Hashem
what's related to thegives presents to the tzaddik
chasunahpeople will tell him, on hisyahrtzeit
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Hashem gives the tzaddik theElimelech wasniftar and the

present he desires, and thevil decree  was  sitill

tzaddik primarily desires to threatening.

have the ability to bestow _

kindness to Yidden. Thus, onRebbe Elilmelech came to
a yahrtzeit Hashem grants theRebbe Mendel Riminover in a
tzaddik the ability tomashpia dream and explained to him

goodness to klal Yisrael. Why he wasn't abolishing the
_ harsh decree. He explained,
The Gemara Ghulin 7) says, “Here in heaven, | see how

their demise than during theiryhy should annul the decree?”
lifetime,” so the tzaddikim

who performed wonders andRebbe Yissachar Dov of Belz
kindness for the Jewish natioret’l says that this factor
in their lifetime, certainly do prevents tzaddikim in heaven

so after their demise, too. from praying for the Jewish
. nation. From their perspective

Nevertheless, there ISin heaven everything is good
something that prevents ything 1S good,

tzaddikim from  bestowing S0, WhY should they pray for

goodness to the world. To
explain, we’ll tell a story:

But on theyahrtzeit a part of

his neshamahcomes down to

There was an evil decree orthe grave. He is back in this
Klal Yisrael, and Rebbeworld and sees the hardships
Elimelech of Lizhenskzt’l told people are going through. This
his student, Reb Mendelinspires the tzaddik to pray,
Riminover zt'l, that after his and since the root of his
petirahhb he will work in neshamahis under Hashem’s

heaven and he won't rest untithrone, he davens from there
the decree is abolished. Rebband annuls the harsh decrees.

6. Rashi (Bereishis 27:1) writes, “At the time when Yitzchak was bound
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Wonders and Miracles threw himself to the ground
eand prayed. Later he explained

during his lifetime, and heWhy he needed to pray on the
certainly continues to do sodround: "I saw the stones were

from his place in heaven. falling sideways, and not
downwards. | understood that

It is known that there was athis meant thesamech mem
devastating earthquake inthe Satan) was executing this
Tzefas  year  5597/1836.disaster. When this occurs, the
Almost a thousand peoplepnly protection is  total

perished under the rubble. hyumility. That's why 1 fell to
the ground.”

The Bas Ayin helped peopl

The Bas Ayin was in hideis
medreshwhen the earthquake_., . :
This story is an example of the
began. He told everyone to : :
. salvation the Bas Ayin
come to his side of the room : LY
. performed for Yidden in his
When everyone was near him

the roof over the other half ofrsliitlm:a th/znsdtonjgitfroisfallri]r?
the beis medresitollapsed. PP 9

on people in his time, he will
At this time, the Bas Ayin certainly remove the stones

on the mizbeiach and his father was about to sacrifice him, the gates
of heaven opened and the malachim saw the akeidah and they began to
cry. Their tears fell into Yitzchak’s eyes, and that weakened his eyesight.”
Why did the heavens need to open for the malachim to see what happens
in this world?
The answer is, the malachim can always see what's happening in this
world, but they generally see things from heaven’s perspective so they
don’t see the tzaros. They see that everything is good. But when the
heavens open, the malachim can see the world from our perspective, which
brings them to tears.
7. Today, when one visits the Bas Ayin's beis medresh, he sees that

the ceiling has two levels. This is from the earthquake, when half of
the ceiling collapsed.
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that lie heavily on people’shis death should atone for
hearts in our times. others, and the plague will
stop. This is another example

In 80 there was a plague ingf the Bas Ayin’s mesirus
Tzefas. Many people becameefeshto help Yidden during
ill, and many died. The Baspjs |ifetime. Certainly then,
Ayin became ill and was sickafter  his  demise, and

for a few days. Before hisggpecially on hishilulah, he
demise, he said, “I'm the lasiyj| pe granted the ability to

victim of this plague. After pestow much goodness on the
me, no one will die.” And Jewish natiort.

that's what happened. _
The closer one is to the

It seems that the Bas Ayintzaddik, the more presents and
agreed to die in this plague sgoodness he can receive.

8. Once, the levayah of a simple person passed the Bas Ayin's home,
and he went outside to join them until after the burial. People
wondered about this, because the Bas Ayin hardly ever left his home, and
this time he remained until the end.
But the niftar wasn't as simple as people thought. When the chevrah
kadishah did the taharah they saw that the top of the niftar's legs were
black. They asked the new widow about this and she explained, “Fifty years
ago, my husband was a merchant and he traveled to chutz le'aretz to sell
his wares. He had many difficult tests there. He was even engaged to
marry a non-Jewish woman. At the wedding hall there was a barrel filled
with hot coals to provide heating. My husband jumped into the barrel to
save himself from sin. His scars come from that time. The bride’s family
thought he was insane and threw him out of the hall. That's how he was
saved from sinning.
The Bas Eyin said that he saw a column of fire going in front of this man’s
coffin, and the Gemara (Kesubos) says that this honor is given to only one
or two people in each generation. He merited it because of this outstanding
deed of mesirus nefesh, and the Bas Ayin wanted to participate in this
special levayah.
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Therefore, fortunate are thosél know a family in Eretz

who do something in honor ofYisrael who needed geshuah

the Bas Ayin’syahrzeit such The head of this family made
as to daven at hikever to a seudah for ten people in
make aseudahin his memory, honor of the Bas Ayin on the
to learn hisdivrei Torah and Bas Ayin’s yahrtzeit and he

primarily to follow in his received hisyeshuat!

ways. That creates a
connection with this holy Reb Shlomo Grosz'l was a

tzaddik, and he will more Slonimer Chassid from Tzefas
easily receive thgeshuoghat who sold kerosene for his
come about on this day. parnassahbut he was always
extremely tight, financially.

The Seudas Hilulah There was barely food in his

The Beis Avraham (Noach)home. The night of the Bas
writes, “When there is aAYin's yahrtzeithe went to the

seudas hilulah to celebrate P€iS hachaimand prayed at the
the yarhtzeit of a tzaddik, Bas Ayin's grave, begging
even those who never knewlashem that hisparnassah
the tzaddik, and even thosshould be easier. That night he
who never heard divrei Saw the Bas Ayin in hlf
Torah from the tzaddik, dream. The Bas Ayin said, “I
when they gather to follow @Ppreciate that you prayed at
his ways, and they tell holymy grave [ag theZohar states
stories about this tzaddik, andhat tzaddikim have pleasure
they repeat hisdivrei Torah when people daven fflt their
that he taught Yidden thedraves] but why didn't you

path to serve Hashem, thignake a seudah for me?”
grants them a connectiodn the morning Reb Shlomo
with that tzaddik...” Gross gathered ten people for

a seudahin honor of the Bas
The Tosher Rebbey'a in his Ayin. After the seudah he
sefer Avodas Avodahwrites, bought a lottery ticket and
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won a large sum of money. HeTax collectors audited a
donated a portion to thecertain man’'s business. They
Slonimer Yeshiva, andfound that he has six
requested that the yeshivah usielephones,  although his
this money annually to make ausiness only needed two
seudahin honor of the Bas lines. They also saw that the
Ayin. business has two cars, though
the business really only
(Reb Shlomo Gross requestedeeded one. It was obvious
that they should use whitehe was declaring his own
tablecloths for theseudah and needs as business expenses, t
he had a few other requests to avoid taxes.
make thisseudahspecial and
inspirational.) This tradition
continues until today in the ™’
Slonimer  Yeshivos, still
funded by the money Rebwhile the tax collectors were
Shlomo Gross earned on th‘?nvestigating for more
Bas Ayin’s yahrtzeit. evidence of tax evasion, he
_ remembered thesegulah of
One of the gedolei hador yaing aseudahin honor of
shlita had a divorced daughtery,o Bas Ayin. He promised

and for a long time, they,at if everything turns out
couldn’t find a shidduch for well. he will make aseudas

her. He sent a group of hisyiuiah on the Bas Ayin's
students to Tzefas to make a :

_ yahrtzeit
yahrtzeit seudalfor the poor
people in Tzefas in honor oflmmediately after making this
the Bas Ayin'syahrtzeit Two kabbalah the agents told him,
weeks later she was engaged.This time we will let it pass.

But next time we come, make
The following happened incertain we don’t find anything
vpwn in Eretz Yisrael. like this going on...”

He knew that the punishment
this could be
imprisonment.
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A yungerman from stent, to widen the artery
Williamsburg went to his passage. The doctor wanted to
doctor, because he was havindo the surgery that very day,
trouble falling asleep. Hebut the man said, “Please,
thought the doctor wouldthere is something | have to
prescribe sleeping pills, but thetake care of first. The manager
doctor asked him to take amof my bank told me that if |

EKG test. Immediately afterdon’t deposit a certain amount
the doctor saw the results hef money into the bank today,
asked him, “When was the lasthe account will be closed.”

time you were at yourWhile he was explaining his

cardiologist?” financial emergency to the
“A half year ago. Why? Is doctor, his phone rang. It was
something wrong?” the bank reminding him to

) _ _ _ the money.

Yes, something is t'ernbly The doctor replied, “O.K., you
wrong. Make an appointment,,, taye care of the bank. But
as soon as possible.” onioht  at  midnight, stop

“I'_m busy for a few dgys..: I eating. Tomorrow we will do
will go to the cardiologist the procedure.”

afterwards.”

The doctor saw that he wasn't' NS yungermanimmediately
getting the point, so he said, “/called up a friend, who was a

will arrange the appointmentP@dl tzedakahand a baal
for you” Within a few chesedand asked him to lend
moments, he told him that heim & large sum of money. He

has an appointment for theexplained that he needed to
next morning put the money into the

bank...and he told him about
The cardiologist examined him his operation.
and saw that one of the
primary arteries was almostAs they spoke, this poor
entirely blocked. He needed ayungermancomplained about
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his poverty. He said, “I do sothe segulah of making a
many segulosfor wealth and yahrtzeit seudahin honor of
for siyata dishmaya and it the Bas Ayin, and | mocked it.
seems that none of them workl said, ‘Last year, | made a
Take a look at me? I'm poor,seudahfor ten Yidden, and did
and | have to borrow money...it  help me  anything?
It doesn’t seem that all thoseThroughout the vyear I'm
segulosare helping me in any borrowing from one to pay off
way.” another.....’ And then,
The baal tzedakah replied, someone in the beis medresh
“Certainly it helped you. Justtold me, ‘How do you know
think about the miracle thatthe segulah didn't work?
just happened to you. YouPerhaps you weren't destined
went to the doctor because yoto live this year, and because
weren't sleeping well, and thatyou made aseudahin the Bas
saved your life. Don’'t you seeAyin’s merit, you are alive?’
the miracle that is happeningNow it seems that he was
to you, perhaps specificallyspeaking withruach hakodesh.
because of thesegulosyou Perhaps my life was saved
do?” because of thaseudah..”

The point was accepted.

The baal tzedakah added, He quickly arranged for a
“Tonight is the Bas Ayin’'s seudahin honor of the Bas
yahrtzeit Why don’t you light Ayin. (He was cautious to
a candle and say somdinish his meal before
Tehillim in his merit, as a midnight, when he began his
segulah for a successfulfast) The surgery was
operation tomorrow.” successful.

The yungermanreplied, “Just

this morning, in the beisOn the topic of seudos we
medresh  after shacharis share the following story that
people were speaking about the Bas Ayin told:
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Someone once invited thesucceeded to abolish the
Chernobyler Maggidy'ato be seudah for siyumim, but |

the sandakat a bris. won't let the yetzer hara

_ succeed to annul theseudah

"Are you making a seudah fq, a milah..."
too?" the Chernobyler Maggid\yhen the Bas Ayin repeated
?ske(_:i. o _ this discussion, he explained:
afford a meal. the Chernobyler Maggid that

. ig?
"Without a seudah | won't there be a meal at a bris~

come. I'll only come if there's

a seudat’ When the Satan speaks in

heaven before the heavenly
"But what can | do? | can'tcourt, and tells the sins of the
afford it?" Jewish people, the good

months, he'll pay you less untiifor their aveiros because they
the debt is paid up.” don’'t want to sin. The proof

IS, no Yid ever made geudah
The Chernobyler Maggidto celebrate anaveirah but
taught that theyetzer hara they do make festive meals
works very hard to preventwhen they perform mitzvos,
people from making aseudah such as by &ris milah The
for a bris milah He said, “The heavenly court accepts this
yetzer hara'sname is xmp, claim, and the Jewish nation is
which is roshei teivosfor ovo saved. However, if Kial
ey px noom, don't make a Yisrael will stop making a
seudahfor a siyum my» nmyo  seudahfor a bris milah, and
ney> px, don’'t make a mealfor other  mitzvos, the
for a mitzvah, angx n>» nmyo  malachimwill lose their proof
neys, don’t make aseudahfor that the Jewish nation doesn’t
a milah. The yetzer harahas want to sin, and they won't
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have an answer for the Satanwe can daven at other
That's why it was so importanttzaddikim’s grave, and that
for the Chernobyler Magid will bring immense results.
that the Jewish people should

have seudosat abris milah ~ AAnother indication to the
specialness okivrei tzaddikim

Tefillos at the Kever of is the Rashi (beginning of
Tzaddikim . .

Vayech) which states,

The Gemara %otah 14., see “[Yaakov said to Yosef] ‘I

n'an mnin) teaches, "Why was pyried Rachel on the road and
Moshe’s grave concealed from gign't pbring her to Beis

people? It's because Hakadoshechem to bring her into Eretz
Baruch Hu knew the BeiSyijsrael. | know you are upset
HaMikdash will be destroyedyith me because of that,
and the Jewish nation will gopowever, know that it was by
to exile. If they will go t0 Hashem’'s decree, so she can
Moshe's grave, and cry, beéghelp her descendants when
and say, ‘Moshe Rabbeinunyvazraden takes them into
pray for us’ Moshe will stand gaiys Her descendants will
up and pray and terminate thgass py her grave, and Rachel

exile. Because tzaddikim argyj|| come forth from her grave

their demise than when they
were alive...” This couldn’t This source also delineates the
be, because thgalus had to importance okivrei tzaddikim

happen, therefore Moshe’sl_he

. Minchas Elazar of
grave is concealed from us.

Munkatchzt’l would sing ‘Bar
This Gemara gives us aYochai at his father's kever
glimpse of how special the— the “Darkei Teshuvah—
privilege of davening akivrei because his father wrote three
tzaddikim is. Unfortunately, sefarim on Tikunei Zohar
we don’'t know where Moshewhich was written by Reb
Rabbeinu’skeveris, however, Shimon bar Yochai.
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One year, before he begarhis, the Minchas Elazar told
singing Bar Yochai he his father the manygezeiros
explained the wordspyn -wx and hardships that had
% on (that are in the song).befallen the Jewish nation, so
People generally translate ithis father could daven in
“Fortunate is the nation who heaven on their behalf.
learn yourdivrei Torah” The

problem is that it should be,There was a childless person
aianih oedn opn “MwN,  or who would often go to Rebbe
something like that. The wayElimelech of Lizhensk zt'l°

it is written (Dﬂ opn N to ask him to daven for him
—m%) it means the nationfor children. Each time he

teaches something to Rel¢ame, he gave the Rebbe a

Shimon bar Yochai. kvittel and a pidyon This
_happened many times. At

The explanation is, there IS| a5t theyeshuahcame. A son
something that we teach was born.

tzaddikim. We teach them

about the gezeiros andshortly afterwards Rebbe
hardships that the JewistElimelech wasniftar, and then

nation is enduring. Heaven the boy wasniftar, as well.
sometimes conceals the harsh

decrees from tzaddikim, soThe father knew what he had
they won’t know about themto do. He brought his son to
and they won't be able toRebbe Elimelech’skever and
annul them. People come tcaid, “When | asked you to
the kever and theyteach the daven for children and when |
tzaddik about those mattergave you all thosepidyonos
that were concealed from thenthis wasn’'t my intention.” He
(7> onm) so they will daven put the child down and began
for Klal Yisrael.” After saying leaving thebeis hachayim

9. Some say this story happened with the Baal Shem Tov zt'l.
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Soon afterwards, the boy stoodor rain. Their tefillos will
up, alive and well. Rebbecertainly be answered, it will
Elimelech of Lizhensk told therain strongly, and everything
boy in a loud voice, “Dear will get wet.”

Child! Shout ‘Father! Father!’
with all your might, so your
father will hear you before he
leaves the cemetery, and yo _ oo
won't be left here by people wh_o believe inefillah
yourself.” like that.

Rebbe Yehoshua of Belzt'l |5 this week's parashah

told this story when he wasRachel told Yaakov (30:1)3n
visiting his father’s grave, the. oM Dun o, “Bring

Sar Shalom of Belz, ztl. me children, because if not, |
Rebbe Yehoshua added, “Novwgm like dead.”

that we are near my father'syaakov responded (30:2)nnn
grave, we should also shouty ooy, “Am | in Hashem’s

‘Father! Father! I'm here. piace to bring you children?”
Don'’t leave us!™

When the Bas Ayin heard
this, he said he wants to
lgemain in Tzefas, to be among

Rebbe Yehoshua of Belzt!l
Belief in Tefillah explained their conversation
The Bas Ayin arrived inbased on a fundamental
Tzefas on Rosh Chodesh Eluldifference of when one prays
He planned to stay in Tzefador himself and when one asks
for the yomim tovim and then a tzaddik to pray for him.
move to Yerushalayim afterWhen one prays to Hashem
Simchas Torah. On Hoshanalfor himself, even if his belief
Rabba he heard a woman telin Hashem isn't perfect, the
her son, “Yerachmiel! Go tefillah is still sufficient, and
bring down the carpets fromHashem will answer his
the roof. Tomorrow Yidden tefillos and perform miracles
will bench Geshenm the batei for him. But when one asks a
knesiyos and they will daventzaddik to pray for him, the
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yeshuahis dependent on theof the Bas Ayin. It will be a
extent that he believes in theseudas hilulahand a seudas
tzaddik. If he doesn’t believe hoda’ah together.

fully in the tzaddik, the . _

tzaddik can't pray for him, Within thirty days, on the

Therefore,  Yaakov  told 22nd ~ of ~ Teves, — her
Rachel, s osbs nnnm, “I'm not forty-year-old brother became
like Hashem. One can pray t¢ chasah On the 12th of

Hashem, even when the<Slev, they had a large
emunah isn't perfect. But ifcelebration on thgahrtzeit as

you ask me to pray, you have she promised.

to believe in me. But | see youwhen one goes through hard
don’t, because you sail 37 times. and then he has a
~P% o8 o3 “Bring me children, sajvation, it is often hard to
and if not.." You arent conpect the dots and to know
certain | can help you. If youfor certain which segulah or
dont believe in me, | amhich prayer brought about
unable to help you.” the salvation. But sometimes

Similarly, when one goes to altheére are hints to help us
tzaddik’s keverto daven, the determine. _ _

effect of histefillah is largely The following story is an
dependent on hiemunahin example:

the tzaddik. | heard the story directly from

Miracles that Happened through the baal maaseh(from the
Tefillah at the Bas Ayins Kever person to whom the story

Tevesywn a woman davenedoccurred). This man was
at the Bas Ayin’'skever and childless for many years, and
promised that if her olderafter many medical tests, the
brother (who was forty yearsdoctors told him that there was
old) becomes ahasanwithin nothing known to medicine to
a month, she and her familyhelp them bear children. They
will make a seudahin honor even said that it was
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impossible for them to everthis yungermanwas once in
bear a child. Bnei Brak, visiting his
~father-in-law, and he was
He davened at the Bas Ayin'Sooking in a beis medresh for
kever on npwn %03 3%, the the sefer Bas Ayin He met
Bas Ayin's yahrizeit. A year e yeshayah Tishleshlita
later, onw'pywn 505 3, his SON 5nd asked him where he can
was born. find a Bas Ayin Reb
The Bas Ayin never hadYershayah told t]im, “This beis
children:  therefore, peoplemedreSh doesn’t have one. But

' i n come to my home an
consider his kever mesugal YU ¢@n cOMe 1o my home a d

for davening for children. | Wil lend you aBas Ayin’

There was a childless couplé™> thewasrera;]Ikingh to Tsd
from Kiryat Sefer, who ome, Re eshayanh asked,

couldn't daven at the Bas D° YOU want specifically a

Ayin’'s kever because theiﬁs Aé’.m orf IS Iany Otzg,
husband was acohen They =~ asSSIdiC SETEr alSo good:

decided they would go to the 1€  replied, I~ want

Bas Ayin's beis medresh anoEpeC'f'CG‘”E/ a tBaSt f?’\ln
daven from there. ecause | repeat wort of the

Bas Ayinevery Shabbos meal,
He says, “As soon as weand now | am visiting my
began ourtefillos, our tears father-in-law, and | don’'t have
and our prayers stormed thdhe sefer..” And he told Reb
heavens. At that time, | madeYeshayah his story, and the
a kabbalahthat if we have a salvation that happened to
child, we will repeat avort him.
from the Bas Ayin at the _ _
Shabbos seudah, every There’'s a _famlly of baalei
Shabbos for the first year.”teshuvah in — the  Meah

Their tefillos were answered. She’arim — neighborhood  of
Yerushalayim, without

We know this story, becausemoney, and without financial
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support from their families. yahrtzeit Many miracles
Making matters even harderhappen by theaefillos said on
their washing machine brokehis grave. Let's go there, and
The wife said that without abe’ezras Hashemyou will

washing machine, thehave a yeshuali
children won't have cleanThey traveled together.
clothes to wear... Throughout the trip, the

yungerman was  speaking

The .head of this family WasS about washing machines, the
walking around the streets Ofvarious brands and sizes

Meah Shearim, to see if he Caréxpressing the benefits and

find E}I seconhql hand sr;[_ore thaElisadvantages of each one. It
SElIS washing machines. —\yas obvious that this matter

As he was going from store to 1y heavily on his mind.
store, he met up with Reb .

Motel Rothman shlita. The They came'to thetzion of
yungerman expressed histhe Bas Ayin, and each ‘_)f
financial hardships to ReptN€Mm davened  for —their
Motel, and the latest one, thafnd'vIOIuaI needs. Then they

he needs to buy a second-haridf@v€ Off to Miron to daven
washing machine. at Reb Shimon bar Yochai's

kever, and to make &eudas
Reb Motel tried to convincehilula in honor of the Bas
him that he shouldn’t buy aAyin. After davening in
second-hand machine becauddiron, they went to a local
you can never know whatsupermarket to buy food for
problems will suddenly comethe yahrtzeit celebration.
up, but the yungermanwas Immediately as they left the
insistent that he can’'t afford asupermarket thisyjungerman’s
new one, and his only solutioncell phone rang. It was a
was to buy a used machine.Chinese auction — tzedakah
Reb Motel Rothman told him,that he invested in some time
“Today is the Bas Ayin’'s back. They called to tell him
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that he had just won...a newChazal ask, ‘How is it possible
washing machine! for a human being to be
f':\ttached to Hashem? Rather, it

he also had aeshuahon that means to attach oneself to

day — but he had a far greate[ 2oeM's  aributes. ~ As

cE—Iashem IS compassionate, so
yeshuah Because he davene ) ,
: Shall you be compassionate...

for more important matters

s . This source teaches us that one

than a washing machine
ecomes attached to another

Because when the gates o

when one emulates their good
heaven are open, and we have

) middos Therefore, if you will
the opportunity to ask for :
mulate the middos that |
whatever we want, we shoul

be wise to ask for greaterrained myself in since my
things, and not just for ayouth, we will be united. Even

) . from the distance, our
washing machine. . : )

connection will be like face to

Anavah — Humility face. | have three primary

The Bas Ayin was already onMiddosthat | trained myself to
the boat in the port of OdessaP€ cautious in since my youth.

Ukraine, to travel to Eretz N€Y —are: caution from
Yisrael, and his devotedspeaklngashon haralies, and

chassidim from Avritch were fTOM arrogance. If you take up
with him on the ship, to spendthese three attributes, you will

another few moments with € united with me.”

their great Rebbe before heO £ th _ h f
leaves them. They asked him "¢ 9! Ih€ primary themes o

“What can we do to maintainfhe sefer Bas Ayiris humility.

our connection with you, even
after you leave?”

Reb Mottel Rothman says tha

The Bas Ayin is buried in a
cave, in the old cemetery of
The Bas Ayin replied, Tzfas. To come to hikever

“Hashem obligates ugain v, one needs to bend low.
to be attached to HashemTzaddikim said that this
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exemplifies the Bas Ayin’'smw nm. This means, when
humility. Even to come to hisyour fellow man is suffering
grave, one must bow andrrom some matter, you should

lower himself. feel the pain together with

_ your fellow man, exactly as
The Bas Ayin teaches that thg,q feels it.” 7, the gezeiros

Chanukah menorah is place@ng hardships of your fellow

below tentefachim because aman, mw, you should feel

person must bend with them equally.
humility to earn miracles.

The Bas Ayin Shemini n"1
smm) discusses the people who
Very important lessons inexternally make the
ahavas Yisraelare found in impression that they love their
the holy sefer Bas AyinFor fellow man, but internally,
example, the Bas Ayin writeswithin their hearts, they think
(Chukasnpn nat v 1m1), “The very negative and hateful
primary gemilus chasadims thoughts towards their fellow
when you feel your fellow man. The Bas Ayin says that
man’s pain as though it werea chazir represents them,
your own. 1nx spells n">1 nx, because ahazir puts forth its
to consider yourself as thesplit hooves to show that it's
brother of the poor. [A brotherkosher, but it doesn’'t chew its
feels the pain of his siblings,cud, because although from
and he tries to help in anythe outside, he seems kosher,
way he can. This is how weinternally, he isn't kosher.
should feel towards everySimilarly, these people show
Yid] | heard from the they are kosher from the
Berditchover Rav zt'| who outside, but inside their hearts,
repeated it in the name of the they hate their fellow man.
Maggid of Mezritch that one

of the thirteen attributes forThese people are preventing
the derivations of the Torah isMoshiach from coming. When

Abavas Yisrael
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people will love their fellow signs of kashrus, inside and
man externally and internally,outside, because it will have
in their deeds and in theirsplit hooves and chew its cud.
hearts, Moshiach will come. The chazir of that era will
represent the people of that
Therefore, when Moshiachera, who love their fellow
comes, thechazir will have man, inside and outside.

10. The Midrash says that it is called +1n because it will return to become
kosher in the era of Moshiach. It will begin to chew its cud, and have
both signs of kashrus (Or HaChaim).
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