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hazal call this period of time, based on the Haftorahs,
C xnnma1 nyaw - the seven weeks of comfort and

reassurance after the three weeks of mourning. A
note in passing: It takes seven weeks to mitigate the three
weeks of mourning, indicating the level of anguish the
Halacha expects us to have. Halevai!

We just passed the extraordinary Yom Tov of Tu B’Av, with
all the advertisements declaring it a great day for whatever
they are collecting money for. But what is it really all
about? Many of us know the Mishna (Taanis 4:8) that
makes an astonishing declaration: Yisroel had no Yamim
Tovim as great as the 15" of Avand Yom Kippur when the
girls, dressed in white borrowed garments (Yerushalmi
adds that the boys would also borrow clothes), in order
not to embarrass those who had none, and they would
meet to arrange Shidduchim; in the spirit of the Pesukim
that emphasize 5>nnn x°n 'n nx as well as her own merits.
We probably should understand the borrowed clothes
as an indication of jpapa Hanon bx - do not be deceived
by the outward appearance - it is not really who she is,
because tomorrow it won't be there. The Mishna certainly
gives great importance to making Shidduchim - for each
individual and for the perpetuity of Klal Yisroel. There is
a message for all of us to do what we can to help those that
need Shidduchim. Amazing how this elevates these days
above all the other Yamim Tovim.

The Gemara (Taanis 30b) wonders what makes these days
so special, so unique that warrant their supremacy. We
can understand Yom Kippur as it is - a day of n>nm nmbo
- nothing more rewarding than Aveiros being forgiven,
but what is the Yom Tov of Tu BAv about? The Gemara
offers six answers.

1) The day that the Shevatim were allowed to
intermarry. Any woman who inherited land with
Yehoshua could not marry outside her Shevet,
as the land would then belong to her husband’s
Shevet.

After the scandalous incident of Pilegesh B’'Givha,
and the subsequent war with Shevet Binyamin, a
Shevuah was made not to allow their daughters
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to marry members of Shevet Binyamin (Shoftim
21:1). On Tu BAv, they decided to nullify the
Shevuah, with the understanding that it was only
intended for the first generation of Binyamin and
not the future generations.

The mvm of the omyn 'x¥v to die in the Midbar
ended. See Tosafos (s.v. Yom Taanis ibid) that
every Tisha Bav they would dig their own graves,
climb into them and when everyone survived the
day, they considered it to be a mistake in the date
so they went back in, day after day, until Tu BAv
when they would realize the m1m was over.

When Yeravam Ben Nevat placed roadblocks to
prevent Jews from going to the Bais Hamikdash
(instead to his own temples), they were removed
by the Melech n5x 12 yvin on Tu B'Av.

The day that the Romans allowed all the an»a »»n
to be buried after being exposed to nature for so
many years.

The day that they stopped cutting trees for the
Mizbeach, since the sun was no longer strong
enough to dry the wood properly to prevent it
from becoming wormy. Rabbeinu Gershon (Bava
Basra 121b) explains that now they had more time
to learn which made it a Yom Tov. See Rashbam
(ibid) that they rejoiced because they finished a
Mitzvah - like a Siyum when you finish a Masechta,
see Biur Ha'Gra Y.D 246:76. (See Derashos Bais
Dovid from Rav Dovid Tevil who questions this
o'RbE1 0T wiy).

This accumulation of six answers raises a much bigger
question. Here the Mishna ascribes to Tu BAv a
superiority — the super Yom Tov - even having it precede
Yom Kippur on the list yet it is not even clear why. Giving
six answers to one question does not do much to convince
us of its supreme rank amongst the Yomim Tovim. It is
like a man who gives a lavish Kiddush in Shul and, when
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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

asked why, responds; it’s his Shviggers Yahrtzait; I got a
new pair of glasses; it's not my Bar Mitzvah Parsha but it’s
Rosh Chodesh so it’s the same Haftorah that I read; and
it's my former boss who fired me sons Aufruf. None of the
opinions, each quoted by a different “nx7 1xn - satisfy the
question. Even if you put all six together, we still wonder
how and why Tu B’Av is at the head of the table of all
Yamim Tovim.

Rav Wolfson (Emunas Itecha ©v"mwn onvnp), in a
spectacular Maamar, illuminates the dilemma and brings
us to a level of Nechama that we all could use right now.
The mo> that really opens the door for us to justify Tu
B’Av’s standing comes from the Chidushei Harim (pa »myp
omyni) which we will try and comprehend. Tisha BAv has
the unique status as a day of mourning, and as a Yom Tov,
during which no minn is said. It is almost as if the day has
two parts: before and after Chatzos. The Tur (O.C. 478)
correlates the Chazal o»1nna »y7awn (Eicha Rabba 3:5), that
whatever day of the week Pesach falls out on, Tisha BAv
is the same day with the v"a n"x system. Many Mefarshim
explain that the Yom Tov aspect of Tisha B'Av is because
Moshiach is born on the ninth of Av (x1:17"»x). Explains
“The Rim” that Tu B’Av is the end of the seven day mbax
that started on Tisha B’Av. Klal Yisroel gets up, dusts itself
off and embarks on the road of Nechama which will IYH
lead to the ultimate n%1x1. Rav Wolfson posits that with the
w"a n"x correlation, Tu B’Av connects to Shemini Atzeres,
which Sefarim explain relates to the number eight (always
above and beyond nature) and relates to the Geulah
described by the Pasuk pnx or5 pnwm. Tu B’Av is our first
step to the final goal of w»y nrmmm. Here, Rav Wolfson
inserts another Yesodosdike idea employed by many
Sefarim. The Ramchal, in many places (Derech Hashem
4:7 for one), teaches that time runs in a circle (not a
straight line ad infinitum) and we travel through it. We
heard many times from Rav Moishe Shapiro, that a year -
mw - is called such because it is the nw — we are repeating
again in that circle of time. What this means is that each
part of the circle has the energy, the chemistry to provide
for certain abilities, skills and emotions during that niche
of time. There is a niche called wwnmn 11, which is why
Pesach happened then - not the other way around. Pesach
did not create the niche of mnn. There is a niche called yar

nnnnw ,which is why Sukkos happened then. Sukkos did
not create the niche of nmmw. The time itself has its own
potential energy regardless of whatever might happen in
it. Then there is something labeled by Sefarim as “nnnnx -
poorly translated as “light that shines backwards” Try and
bear with me - I'm trying as hard as I can. That means that
the =x of the particular niche in time shines and radiates,
even though the event did NOT YET HAPPEN. This is
why Avraham and Sara ate Matzos years before we even
left Mitzrayim, because they felt its radiance. Yaakov and
Yosef cried over the Churban of Shiloh and the Mikdashos
years before they were even built.

So suggests Rav Wolfson: The real reason Tu B’Av is such
a Yom Tov is because it celebrates something that DID
NOT HAPPEN YET - we are preparing for the nbxa
nmbw since we are still at a crossroads, hoping to find
the roads that leads to the Geulah and the end of the pw
qox1 of mourning. Therefore, the Gemara tries valiantly
to find it’s reason - six times — hence the confusion and
ultimately, one can relate the reasons given as steps to the
day when xmmbwxa x1mo — the moon will be full - as it
was during the reign of Shlomo Hamelech (Zohar .mnp 2"n
- like your gonna look it up) symbolizing the world in the
way it is supposed to be (See Derashos Bais Dovid above).
This also corresponds to Tu B’Av, which is on the 15™ of
the month, when the moon is full. That’s what Tu BAv is
all about: the world at its highest peak — the way Hashem
wanted it to be — mmbwa — whole, no gaps, everything in its
right place. No wonder that it’s the time for Shidduchim -
1725 0TRA NP 0 X5,

May Hashem allow us to travel through the doors of Tu
B’Av, and the upcoming weeks of nnm, until the Yamim
Noraim, so that we can rejoice together with m7 12 mwn
BBA.
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Everything that emanates from the mouth of Hashem
It is told about R’ Zusha of Anipoli that he never asked anything of
anybody, even when he was in exile and he was not able to do
things for himself, he did not change from this custom. Once, his
situation was so bad he had nothing to eat and it was a dangerous
situation and Hashem Yisbarach performed a miracle for him and
milk and honey emerged from his teeth. This sustained him for
three months until someone gave him money to buy food and
then the miracle stopped.

The Torah states (8:3) 7v X7 ' W'TIn |yn? ...;an NX 79X
'DTRN DN DD RYM 7D 7Y 9D DTRN 'Rt 1A% on'7n - ‘He fed
you the manna... in order to make you know that not by bread
alone does man live, rather by everything that emanates from the
mouth of Hashem does man live’. Bnei Yisrael ate the manna for
forty years that they were in the Wilderness, to instill in them the
knowledge that ‘rather by everything that emanates from the
mouth of Hashem does man live’, and just as it was then so it is
today. True, today food does not fall down from heaven, but we
must know that what seems to be ‘natural’ to us regarding
sustenance, even if bread is prepared simply from flour that is
ground from wheat which grows in the ground, even this is a
miracle. This is also called that which emanates from the mouth of
Hashem. For were it not for what emanates from His mouth, the
wheat would not grow, and nothing would happen.

You wake up in the morning filled with concern and you carry it
with you throughout the day, and you even take it back to bed
with you at night.. Worry surrounds our lives, and in our
smallness we think that if we stop worrying chas v’shalom,
perhaps an accident will happen. We are like the hitchhiker who
carries his belongings on his lap so as not to be an extra burden to
the car and driver, and he does not understand that either way he
and his pecklach [packages] are being transported by the car and
driver. We must also believe with basic faith that HaKadosh
Baruch Hu is concerned for all our needs, and we do not have to
be all that concerned, since He has already worried about
everything beforehand. In truth, perhaps we can see this today as
well. One who is strengthened in faith and trust in Hashem
Yisbarach, HaKadosh Baruch Hu prepares his parnasah in a natural
way and even in a supernatural way since this is the main purpose
‘in order to make you know that everything that emanates from
the mouth of Hashem does man live’.

- Tiv HaTorah - Fikev
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‘To behold the sweetness...” - "...oy1n2a nitn?’'
7 Av 5780: | went up the steep steps and | was short of breath and
had pain in my left leg. Since | have a heart condition, | knew these
were signs of a heart problem. | immediately called my doctor for
an appointment and he sent me to the hospital.
| davened Mincha with a minyan and asked the Creator to help me
guard my eyes in such a wayward and loose place, especially in Av
with many difficult challenges. When we came to the hospital, |
took off my glasses to guard my eyes, my wife took care of
everything with the medical record. In the emergency room they
saw the referral that | was short of breath, they immediately
shouted they were concerned for corona. | tried to tell them it was
a heart condition, but everything fell on deaf ears, they only heard
corona, and | was quickly taken to a corona ward. There, | was
taken in alone, my wife was left outside, scared. However, |
realized that | was in a very quiet place, no one was walking around
the ward, even the patients were not allowed to walk around and
the doctors and nurses were covered from head to toe for corona,
so there was no problem with immodesty.
| called my wife who was outside and told her my prayer was
answered. | was sitting calmly alone, and she said that outside it
was difficult guard the eyes. In fact, | received faster treatment
than in the regular ward. | used the time to learn seforim that |
brought with me, and | said Tikun Chatzos and learned about the
destruction of the Bais HaMikdash and hoped for the coming of
Moshiach. Four hours later the results came back that | was
negative for corona, and | was sent home to rest after determining
that B”H | was not in danger.
8 Av 5780: The next day, Erev Tisha B’Av, | recited Bircas HaTorah
from the ‘Avodah Yesharah’ siddur with the customs of Tzaddikim
and lists their yahrzeits. | realized that Tisha B’Av is the yahrzeit of
the Chozeh of Lublin. | looked to see his sayings and | found two.
One, a segulah for salvation, that if one is ill and recovers, should
make a seudah on Tuesday for Hoshea ben Bari. | immediately took
this on. Second, it is good to learn a Gemara that mentions Rav
Nachman bar Yitzchak which helps prayer. | began learning before
Tefillah three Mishnayos as usual, and since | cannot learn on Tisha
B’Av | earned three more. | wanted to learn Gemara, but | could
not find my Gemara, so | took a Gemara Shabbos that | learn in the
afternoon. | happened to learn a piece with Rav Nachman bar
Yitzchak. Now | knew why | could not find the first Gemara. Then |
sensed because of my request to guard my eyes and not ‘see’
prohibited things, | merited the segulah of the ‘Chozeh’.
| recited the Tefillah after learning with more concentration and
feeling and | hoped it helps me become completely healthy. .t
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Be as scrupulous with a minor mitzvah as
a major one
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And it will be because of your listening to these ordinances, and your
observing and performing them (7:12)
Rashi explains: If the light mitzvos that a person treads with his
heels, you will listen to, then Hashem, your G-d, will safeguard
the covenant and kindness, and He will keep His promise to you.

1'APY2 UT DTRY NIIXN
The mitzvos a person tramples with his heels

By way of a hint, the Torah is coming to let us understand and
know the path take, to teach us how to fulfill the minute details
and particulars of the mitzvos — called ‘the mitzvos trampled
with his heels’, that is — those mitzvos that do not come from
time to time, season to season, rather, the ones a person
encounters every day and every hour. Since they are so
common, people tend to disparage them, and chas v’shalom not
out of levity or disregard, rather, because of doing them by rote
which causes them to be disparaged, like a person stepping on
something constantly, so he no longer honors it properly.
Therefore, the posuk comes to say that once a person
strengthens himself specifically with these mitzvos, and he no
longer does them as people are taught, rather, one should try to
do them completely and with purpose and proper intent, then
he will bring much joy to the Palace Above. The person himself
will earn the joy of the mitzvah, and in this way, he will fulfill the
Torah wholeheartedly.
This is the hint: "nma1’ this is an expression of joy, when do you
have complete joy? When there is "ajpy"' those mitzvos that one
tramples with his heels, "jlyvawn’ if you will listen and do them
properly, then you will merit the joy of mitzvah. Not only this,
but even if you are deficient in this, yet you are able to
strengthen to repent — even then it will benefit you as hinted by
‘eikev tishmeun’, that is, if at the end you do teshuva and return
from the evil way, you will earn all the brachos.

Being particular in keeping mitzvos — niixnn DI'pa ITETN
This is the custom of those who fear Hashem — to be careful in
keeping the mitzvos, the light ones and the difficult ones, be
meticulous in doing every mitzvah properly and do them in a
way that brings satisfaction to the Creator of all worlds,
particularly in those matters that people disparage as stated
(Tehillim 12:9) 'nTX 127 N7t DD’ — ‘when baseness is exalted
among the sons of man’ — meaning: these things that are the top
of the world and people disparage them.

Even when one recites a bracha of a mitzvah or a bracha of
praise or benefit, they are meticulous to read them from a
siddur. Certainly, those who are particularly careful to recite
Bircas HaMazon with full concentration from a siddur. The same
with the bedtime Kriyas Shema is a complete avodah and not
skipping words. This is despite their knowing these tefillos very
well by heart as | often see the image of my father, my teacher,
even in his later years was particular to recite brachos from a
siddur as one who counts money.

When they keep these things, they demonstrate their love for
the mitzvos and the Creator Who commanded them. Therefore,
they do not look for ways to exempt themselves from doing
mitzvos, just the opposite, they seek out to do them as much as
they can. The opposite of those who disparage these mitzvos as
in the Gemara (Avodah Zara 18a) ‘What does the posuk mean
(Tehillim 49:6) "120' "apy v' — ‘the iniquity of my heel will
surround me’? It means the sins that a person does when he
tramples with his heels in this world will encompass him on
Judgment Day.’
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As the navi Yeshayahu suggested that the reason punishment comes
to a person is because (Yeshaya 29:13) n'wax nixn 'Mx DNXY' ‘ANl
'nT'7n — ‘their fear of me is like rote learning of human commands’,
that is, those mitzvos done by rote, without thought or heartfelt
feeling, therefore, the guidance of the Creator is done in a hidden way.
The best way to approach this is to keep even the mitzvos that seem
light properly. If one does this then, they will merit all the brachos
mentioned in the Torah as it concludes (7:12-13) NX 17 7R 'n Wi
7102 19 721 2N PN JANKIE T'NAXYT YAWI WX TONN NXENNAN
NNTRN 7V JIRY NNNWYI Y'97X MAW NX' JWANI )T JNNTR N9l
17 NN 1'NaX7? vawl WwR — ‘Then Hashem, your G-d, will safeguard
for you the covenant and kindness that He swore to your forefathers.
He will love you, He will bless you and He will multiply you, and He will
bless the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your land; your grain, your
wine, and your oil; the offspring of your cattle and the herds of your
flock; on the land that He swore to your forefathers to give to you.’
Trust in the Life of the Worlds — n'mYiyn '"na jinva
When a person is standing at a crossroads on a path that he has never
walked before, then, people will naturally be afraid of what may come
his way. We do not know how it will end, will it be good or bad. For
this the Torah comes to teach us that it is incumbent on us to trust in
Hashem and to know that just as His mercy helped us to this point and
His kindness has not left us, so it will never leave or forsake us.
We learn this in our parsha regarding the person who is afraid (7:17) '
'DYNINT 721X ND'X 1N N7RN DYAN D20 2272 RN - ‘Perhaps you
will say in your heart, “These nations are more numerous than |, how
will I be able to drive them out?’ The Torah promises them (7:18) x7'
'Dnn X' — ‘Do not fear them!” — that is, there is nothing to be afraid
of, because 'n"™xn 7371 NY197 'P7x "N NWY YUK X 10T T - ‘You
shall remember what Hashem, your G-d, did to Pharaoh and to all of
Egypt’, |2 ...nZTAN T'AI D'NONNI NNRAL 'Y IX) WX N7Tan nonn'
'DN19N X' NNK TWUKX DYN 727 P9 "N NV - ‘the great tests that
your eyes saw, and the signs, the wonders, the strong hand... so shall
Hashem, your G-d, do to all the peoples before whom you fear’ (7:19).
Israel is told that if they are afraid of the seven nations which they will
conquer, and they do not know how to stand before them because of
their strength and power and how will they be victorious and inherit
them. The Creator promises them not to be afraid of them at all,
rather, they should remember the great signs that they saw what
Hashem did to them when they left Egypt, and the great miracles that
He did for them in the Wilderness. He will also do these things to all
the nations to come to fight with them and fulfill (20:16) 72 n'7on X7'
'"mwa - ‘you shall not allow any person to live’.
It is brought down in seforim that if a person does not take strength
from the past to apply to the future, an animal is better than he is.
Therefore, a person should always contemplate the lessons from the
past and gain strength for anything that comes his way, even if he is
faced with a challenge that he has never faced before, he must know
that by the Creator Yisbarach everything is the same and He will surely
help him now as well. The same applies to avodas Hashem in general
when a challenge confronts him, or he is confronted by the war of the
yetzer and he does not know where he will get the strength to stand
against the yetzer hara, his known enemy and is evil. Even then it is
clear that Hashem will help him and give him the strength to overcome
the hindrances to his avodas HaBorei.
We find before us good advice and way of life, for when a person fears
what is coming and he does not know what the day will bring, then he
will strengthen and remember the good days and the miracles and
wonders that the Creator did for him. Then he will be guaranteed and
will know that just as he was helped before, he will be helped now.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Eikev 5780
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

An Important Lesson Concerning Raising Children

David HaMelech Saved Avshalom from Gehinnom
by Uttering the Word 13" Eight Times

This week’s parsha is parshas Eikev. In the second passage
of Krias Shema, which appears at the end of the parsha, HKB"H
instructs us to teach our children Torah and to raise them
according to the precepts of the Torah (Devarim 11, 19): an=tavr”
71121 735WaT 7172 51 TN°23 TNawa 03 127 oo nx anik—and
you shall teach them to your children to speak about them,
while you sit in your home, while you walk on the way,
when you retire and when you arise. Rashi comments: From
the time the son knows how to speak, teach him the passuk
(Devarim 33, 4): “Moshe commanded us the Torah”—so
that this should be his customary speech. From here, they
taught that when the baby begins to talk, his father should
talk with him in “lashon hakodesh” and teach him Torah.

In a similar vein, the Rambam learns from this passuk that it
is a mitzvah to educate young children in the ways of the Torah
(Hilchos Talmud Torah 1, 1): A father is obligated to teach
his young child Torah while he is a minor, as it says: “And
you shall teach them to your children to speak about them.”
The Seforno also interprets this passuk as a general mitzvah
concerning raising and educating children: “You shall teach
them to your children” implies that you should accustom
your children to perform mitzvos.

It Is Essential to Be a Role Model

There is a disagreement among the poskim as to whether
the important mitzvah of educating one’s children in the ways
of Torah and mitzvos is ordained by the Torah or merely by the
Rabbis. Nevertheless, it is with great pleasure that we will now
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introduce an idea from the great Rabbi Yehoshua of Belz, zy”a.
He notes that the word "amix” in the passuk--nx nnix anTayr”
"m3 137> m3n13—seems to be superfluous. It would have sufficed
to say: "ma 737 2222 nx anayr. Furthermore, this word is read
as "amR” with a “vav,” although it is written in the Torah as
"anR"—without a “vav.”

He deduces from these scriptural nuances a valuable
principle concerning the education of children. It is not
enough for a father to teach his children how to behave and
serve Hashem. It is essential that he serve as a role model
for his children—that they see him actually learning Torah
and performing mitzvos. Thus, they will emulate him. This is
alluded to by the word mnx—the way it is actually written in the
Torah--"anx ana%r. In other words, if you yourselves—anx—
actually study Torah and perform mitzvos, the implication of
the passuk as it is read--"ma 127> n713 nx pRIR anTAYT"—will also

be fulfilled; your children will also act accordingly.

Let us compare this deduction to the case of Miriam,
a daughter of the watch of Bilga, described in the Gemara
(Succah 56b). She rebelled and denounced her religion. As a
consequence, the sages punished her father, who was a kohen;
they prohibited him from serving in the Beis HaMikdash. The
Gemara asks: "mr127 moy 12203 monm2 miwn”—do we penalize him,
because his daughter sinned? Xp177 Xn1w "WwKR "ART PR 23K NN
"IN IR 112RT I8 Kp1wa—Abaye said, “Yes, indeed!” As people
often say, “What a child says in the marketplace (in public),
it heard from its father or mother. Hence, they deserve to be
penalized for not educating their children properly.
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Now, if we see the negative impact of parents’ poor behavior
on their children; consider how much of a positive impact their
good behavior has on their children—such as following the
precepts of the Torah and demonstrating the attribute of “yirah.”
As we have learned from our master, Rabbi Yehoshua of Belz,
zy”a, this is the lesson learned from the spelling "anx”, without a
“vav”; we must learn to be good role models for our children.

The Absence of the Letter “Vav”
Alludes to Torah Study Not L'shma

Let us suggest another implication of the absence of the
letter “vav” in the word "anx”. We have learned in the Gemara
(Pesachim 50b): mawY RYw »a Yy a8 nngnt n7Ins 0N POy oyy”
"mawy K3 1YY XY Tinmw—a person should always engage in the
study of Torah and the performance of mitzvos even though his
actions are not purely motivated—not I'shma; because from
these activities that are not purely motivated, he will eventually
come to learn Torah and perform mitzvos for its own sake, with
the purest of intentions—I’shma.

The brilliant author of the Chiddushei HaRim, zy”a, explains
that even if he is still learning Torah not I’'shma; nevertheless,
others who see him will be inspired to learn Torah. Perhaps,
they will even do so I'shma. Thus, we can interpret the Gemara’s
statement as follows: A person should study Torah and perform
mitzvos even if his motives are initially insincere—not I'shma.
"mawy 8w Tinnw”—for, even though he is doing so not I'shma;
nevertheless: "mwY 83"—someone else, who sees him and is
inspired by him, may end up studying Torah I'shma. Now, let
us apply this dictum to a parent, in particular. Even if a parent
is not on a level to study Torah and perform mitzvos I’'shma;
nevertheless, he should do so even not I'shma; mnawy xbw q1innw”
"mawy Xa—because his children will emulate him and end up
learning Torah I'shma.

Now, the Zohar hakadosh teaches us (Parshas Vayechi 241b):
" nR 87T nax nix’—the letter of truth (“emes”) is the letter
“vav.” The Imrei Yosef (Pinchas), authored by the great Rabbi
Yosef Moshe of Premishla, ztz"], explains this statement by dint of
allusion. The “milui” of the letter “vav”—the letter that completes
the spelling of its name— 11 —is also a “vav.” Thus, this letter
represents a person who is true through and through.

Thus, we can suggest another explanation for the absence
of the letter “vav” in the word "anx”. The passuk is instructing
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fathers to act as role models and study Torah even if it's not
I'shma—i.e. even if they lack the letter “vav,” which represents
someone whose external actions reflect their inner selves. In
other words, even if they are not learning Torah I'shma, they
can still be good role models for their children and inspire them
to learn Torah I’'shma.

This provides us with a very nice understanding of Chazal’s
statement (Shabbas 23b): "msm *121an @223 125 12111 723 Yo —
one who lights candles (Shabbas and Chanukah) regularly
will have sons who are Torah scholars. Consider a person
who comes home after along, hard day’s work. Instead of going
to rest or going to sleep, he regularly lights a candle so that he
can study Torah on aregular basis. Such a person is assured that
his children will follow in his path and be Torah scholars.

The Torah Inserted the Education of Children
between the Mitzvos of Tefillin and Mezuzah

Iwouldlike to propose an explanation for the curious sequence
of topics in the second passage of Krias Shema (Devarim 11, 18):
09%12 NN BRIN DNTAYT B9 P2 RIRYILY 191 09T Yy MY oMk onwpy
7m°2 NI By BRsnDt ,TRIpat 125waT 1912 Nyt nvas naws 02 1ety
»1ywa1 You shall bind them for a sign upon your arm and let
them be for tefillin between your eyes. And you shall teach
them to your children to speak about them, while you sit in
your home, while you walk on the way, when you retire and
when you arise. And you shall write them on the doorposts
of your house and upon your gates.

We will endeavor to explain why the Torah inserted the
mitzvah of educating children--"ms°12 nk nnix anmMmb1"—between
the mitzvah of tefillin--1a2 navivy 11 07 Yy MRS oMK oWy
"as»y—and the mitzvah of mezuzah--qn°a nirirm Sy onansr
maywat. Seemingly, it would have made more sense to juxtapose
the mitzvos of tefillin and mezuzah—which both involve writing
passages on a kosher parchment—and to record the mitzvah of

educating children either earlier or later.

Let us explain the matter based on what we have learned
from the holy master, Rabbi Yehoshua of Belz, zy”a. Clearly, there
are mitzvos that can be performed inconspicuously. These two
mitzvos, however—tefillin and mezuzah—must be performed
openly, for all to see. Regarding the mitzvah of tefillin, we find

the following elucidation (Berachos 6a):
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NP2 T BY 9 YANT My Yo 1RT1 30057 IRy o 1y phrannw i
SWRTAW 19T0a0 TR IR T1TAT 1IN 030 RN, RN I8 Yy

From where do we know that tefillin are Yisrael's
strength? For, it is written (Devarim 28, 10): “Then all the
peoples of the earth will see that the name of Hashem is
proclaimed over you, and they will revere you.” And it was
taught in a Baraisa: Rabbi Eliezer the Great says: These are
the tefillin shel rosh. It is evident from this passage that the
tefillin shel rosh are worn such that they are visible to everyone.
Similarly, the mezuzah is affixed outside, at the entrance to
one’s house, where it can be seen by everyone.

Accordingly, we can suggest that this is the reason the
mitzvah of educating children is inserted between these two
mitzvos. This teaches us that just as the mitzvos of tefillin and
mezuzah are performed openly, for all to see; so, too, a father
must engage in Torah and mitzvos openly for his children to
see. And, as explained, the word "anx” in the phrase on=Tav”
"anX is written without the letter “vav,” to emphasize the fact
that you yourselves should learn Torah openly for your children
and grandchildren to see. In this manner, they will learn from
you to study Torah and serve Hashem.

David HaMelech Uttered "12”
Eight Times to Save Avshalom from Gehinnom

Based on our current discussion, it is fitting to address a
fascinating subject related to Avshalom. He rebelled against his
father, David HaMelech, and pursued him, attempting to kill him
and wrest the kingship from him. In the end, his hair got tangled
up in a tree and he was killed. When David was informed of
what had transpired, he wept profusely and mentioned the
word "12"—“my son”—eight times in his mournful words.
Here are the pertinent pesukim (Shmuel II 19, 1):

213,13 DTYWaNR 712 1NY2 MK 191,720 e Ny By Yy tonn ma
PP 1A AR VKRY TUn L, DIYWEAR TIRN AR N 1Y aibwar
13,013 pTYwaNR  BIvwaN 212 brta i g

The king trembled. He ascended to the upper chamber
of the gateway and wept; and thus he said as he went, “My
son, Avshalom! My son, my son, Avshalom! If only I could
have died in your place! ... The king wrapped his face,
and the king cried out in a loud voice, “My son, Avshalom!

Avshalom, my son, my son!” The Gemara (Sotah 10b) explains
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that seven utterances were to extract him from the seven
chambers of Gehinnom and the eighth was to bring him into
Olam HaBa.

At first glance, this explanation seems quite surprising.
After all, there is no such thing as preferential treatment in the
heavenly court. As we have learned in the Gemara (B.K. 50a):
»5 To¥R DYAR TR MRIY 10 1IN RT 1IN R T3 W1 RN
Joawn 1ro11ys All who say HKB”H is lenient (i.e. He disregards
transgressions) will forgo his life, as it says (Devarim 32, 4):
“The Rock, perfect is His work, for all His ways are just.” So,
if Avshalom truly deserved to be punished in Gehinnom, how
did David HaMelech manage to get him out of Gehinnom by

uttering 13" eight times?

I had a wonderful idea. I would like to explain David
HaMelech’s profound intent based on the fact that a father
is responsible for his children’s education. Furthermore, if
they behave inappropriately, chas v’shalom, disregarding
the precepts of the Torah, it is incumbent upon the father to
evaluate himself and consider that perhaps he failed to educate
them properly. This coincides amazingly with the passuk
(ibid. 29, 17): "mayp>1 wxa ma waw o2 wr 1p"—perhaps there is
among you a root growing hemlock and wormwood. As the
Ramban explains, if a person has even the slightest thought of
heresy or denial of Hashem'’s authority, it constitutes a bitter
root that is liable to flourish in one of his offspring in a future
generation, G-d forbid. In the words of the Ramban: wa1w axm »5”
"m0 wawn axa 1am1—for the father is the root and the son is

the twig that will sprout from his roots.

This then is why David HaMelech said repeatedly: “My son,
my son, Avshalom!” He was advocating on Avshalom’s behalf,
arguing that Avshalom was actually a tzaddik. His failure and
his pursuit of his father was aimed at punishing David HaMelech
for sinning with Bas Sheva, as it is written (Shmuel II 12, 11):
"qnran 1pa Yy opn van ' Ak 13"—so says Hashem, “Behold!
I shall elicit evil against you from your own household.”
Hence, David accepted responsibility for Avshalom’s actions. He
conveyed this message with the utterances: “My son, my son,
Avshalom!” Therefore, it is I who must make amends through
teshuvah; it was my iniquities that caused you to pursue me.
Avshalom, on the other hand, who has already been punished

with a horrible death deserves life in Olam HaBa.
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“A psalm of David as he fled
from Avshalom his son”

Following this line of reasoning, we will explain in greater
depth why David HaMelech uttered "13"—“my son”—eight
times. Let us refer to an elucidation in the Gemara (Berachos
7b) related to the passuk (Tehillim 3, 1):

37 AR LY Rpat 111D np 13 DbwaR taan mnss Ty
D717 211 Y 1UY REOW DIRY 01T 9370 nY Swn ,niowaN 13 1vny
D7 27,17 T MARY 1190 11T IND AR, MRY 1AW KRS 23Xy 1 pnaw
RTMT 1195,°5y U270 KT R1T 11010 1N 12 AW 90K, 28y 197 ,70080 nyn oy
JRAR DY DO K2 ON0 AR 71T TEK 0T D1wh  mRY K1 oTYwaRT

“A song of David, as he fled from Avshalom, his son?!” It
would have been more appropriate to say “a lament of
David.” Rabbi Shimon ben Avishalom said: It is analogous to
a person who was served with a loan document. Before he
pays it, he is sad (troubled); after he pays it, he is happy. The
same applies here. David, when HKB”H said to him, “I shall
elicit evil against you from your own household,” he was
sad. He said, “Perhaps it will be a slave or an illegitimate
child who will not have pity on me.” Upon seeing that it was
Avshalom, he rejoiced. Because of this he said, “A song!” He
thought, “Most sons have pity on their fathers.

In Yearos Dvash (Part 1, 11), Rabbi YehoNasan Eibschutz, ztz"],
poses a question related to this Gemara. In reality, Avshalom
pursued David, aiming to kill him; he didn’t show him any mercy
whatsoever. So, why did David rejoice when he realized that
his nemesis was Avshalom. To explain the matter, he relies on
a fundamental principle. When a person is punished for his
iniquities, there are two type of punishments. The first involves
suffering emanating from HKB”H; the second involves suffering
emanating from the realm of nature and the constellations.

HKB”H inflicts suffering in order to cleanse a person of his
iniquities, as it is written (Devarim 8, 5): 7wx> »3 733% oy ny”
1Mo PPEUR 1112 N wR 1o»—you should know in your heart
that just as a father will chastise his son, so Hashem, your
G-d, chastises you. In the second case, HKB”H protects a person
from the forces of nature and the constellations as long as he
occupies himself with Torah and mitzvos. In the words of Chazal
(Shabbas 156a): "sxaw*> 9 px"—the constellations hold no
power over Yisrael! However, when a person ceases to occupy
himself with Torah and mitzvos, HKB"H conceals His presence

Shvilei Pinclhes

and His protection, so to speak. As a consequence, the person
suffers afflictions due to natural causes and the constellations.

The Yearos Dvash explains that there is a dramatic difference
between these two categories of suffering and punishment.
The suffering coming from HKB”H was designed from the get-
go to atone for the person’s transgressions. This is clearly not
the case with regards to the suffering emanating from nature
and the constellations. In fact, a person is only exposed to this
type of suffering because HKB”H did not elevate him above the
control of the constellations due to his transgressions. Hence,
they were not aimed specifically at him; and, as such, they do
not atone for his iniquities.

Let us now apply this concept to the Gemara. David, when
HKB”H said to him, “I shall elicit evil against you from your
own household,” he was sad. He said, “Perhaps it will be a
slave or an illegitimate child who will not have pity on me.”
He feared that he would be punished by having HKB”H remove
His protection from him. Perhaps someone who by his nature
lacks compassion or mercy would rise up against him. Thus,
David’s iniquities would remain intact, without atonement.

Upon seeing that it was Avshalom, he rejoiced. Because
of this he said, “A song!” For, it is the nature of a son to show
his father mercy and compassion. Here, however, his son
showed him no mercy whatsoever. Thus, it was evident that
this punishment did not emanate from the realm of nature
but rather from HKB”H. Clearly, HKB"H had orchestrated
Avshalom’s rebellion against David in order to cleanse him of

his iniquities. This is why David rejoiced and said “a song!”

The Rambam’s Interpretation of
“l will be indifferent to you with a vengeance”

[ would like to suggest to our royal audience something that,
in my humble opinion, is so obvious. The basis for the Yearos
Dvash'’s explanation—that HKB”H punishes people by placing
them under the control of the forces of nature—comes from the
Rambam. He teaches us the proper way for a person to behave
and react in times of trouble (Hilchos Ta’anis 1, 2-3):

This practice is one of the paths of teshuvah. When
trouble arises, and the people cry out and sound the
trumpets, everyone will realize that the calamity befell
them because of their evil deeds, as it states (Yirmiyahu 5,
25): “Your sins have turned away (the rains and the harvest
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climate).” This awareness will cause the removal of the
trouble. However, should the people fail to cry out (to
Hashem) and sound the trumpets, and instead say, “What
has happened to us is merely a natural phenomenon
and this trouble is merely a chance occurrence,” this is a
catastrophic perception of things, which causes them to
remain committed to their evil deeds. Consequently, this
trouble will lead to further troubles. This is implied by
that which is written in the Torah (Vayikra 26, 27): “If you
remain indifferent to Me, I will be indifferent to you with a
vengeance.” In other words: When I subject you to troubles,
so that you will perform teshuvah, and you say it is a chance
occurrence, I will compound your troubles as an expression
of vengeance for that indifference.

Upon careful scrutiny, it is apparent that the Rambam is
teaching us a vital lesson. In times of trouble, we must have
“emunah sheleimah”; we must believe sincerely that the
trouble we are experiencing is a form of punishment from
HKB”H intended to stimulate us to cry out to Him and to
perform teshuvah. If we do so, He will remove the calamity
we are experiencing. However, if we are convinced falsely by
the yetzer hara that “what has happened to us is merely a
natural phenomenon and this trouble is merely a chance
occurrence”—i.e. that this punishment is not from Hashem—
this is a catastrophic perception of things, which causes
them to remain committed to their evil deeds. Consequently,
this trouble will lead to further troubles.

The Rambam states emphatically that not only will the original
trouble remain extant but their troubles will be compounded.
Since they attributed their troubles to chance, natural occurrences,
HKB”H will allow them to be subject to natural occurrences
without divine supervision or protection. The Rambam proves
his point by quoting a passuk in the first “tochachah” (ibid.): “And
if, despite this, you still do not listen to Me, still treating Me
as happenstance, I will treat you with a fury of happenstance,
and I will afflict you, even I, seven ways for your sins.”

The Rambam explains that the Torah is informing us that
HKB”H punishes sinners “measure for measure”—“midah
k’'neged midah.” The passuk says: "»pa ny ansvar—implying
that they attribute their woes to chance, natural occurrences;
and, as a result, they fail to recognize the need for teshuvah.
Then: "=y nnna mony *nsvn"—HKB”H will punish them with a
vengeance by unleashing the forces of nature without providing
divine supervision or protection.

Shvilei Pincles

The Number Eight Alludes
to Supernatural Supervision

I would like to propose an interpretation of the remainder
of the passuk based on the Rambam. If the punishment for
attributing their woes to happenstance is that they will be
vulnerable to the capricious behavior of nature, then why will
they suffer sevenfold?

We can explain this based on a concept that appears over
and over again in the writings of the Maharal. The number
seven relates to the natural order that was created during
the seven days of creation. The number eight, on the other
hand, which is greater than the number seven, relates to the
supervision that is above and beyond the realm of nature. Here
is what the Maharal writes in Gevuros Hashem (47), explaining
the Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni Beshalach) that focuses on the
word & at the beginning of Shiras HaYam (Shemos 15, 1): "
"IR=we 1131 nwn w—the letter “aleph” equals one; the letter
“zayin” equals seven; thus, they equal eight. Moshe said
that in the merit of the mitzvah of “milah” which was given
to be performed on the eighth day, the sea split. We express
praise with the word 1'x.

The Maharal explains that the miracle of Krias Yam Suf
was a supernatural event. Therefore, it required the merit of
a supernatural mitzvah, namely, the mitzvah of “milah,” which
is performed on the eighth day. A child is born naturally with a
foreskin; we alter his natural appearance by removing the foreskin,
in order to fulfill the mitzvah of “milah” HKB”H gave us.

This helps us understand the Rambam’s interpretation of
the passuk: "apa "y ansbm 5 wynwn &Y nxraarr’—if you attribute
your troubles to natural happenstance; nmma msny snsvm”
"mp—I will punish you “measure for measure” by subjecting
you to chance, natural occurrences. Then, the passuk explains
the implications of this punishment: 5y paw "8 98 nanK *nwr
"monrun—you will be completely vulnerable to the laws of
nature created during the seven days of creation.

The Eight Utterances of "12” Indicate
that the Punishment Was Supernatural

We can now begin to appreciate David HaMelech’s profound
intent. He uttered the word "12” eight times in order to save
his son Avshalom from Gehinnom and to bring him into Olam
HaBa. In this manner, David accepted the blame for Avshalom’s
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rebellious actions, which he caused by sinning with Bas Sheva.
The eight utterances indicated that Avshalom'’s actions against
his father were beyond the laws of nature to atone for his sin.
Therefore, with his death, Avshalom deserved to be forgiven

and pardoned and granted life in Olam HaBa.

Additionally, we can explain very nicely why David
HaMelech repeated Avshalom’s name several times in his
lament: “My son, Avshalom! My son, my son, Avshalom!
... “My son, Avshalom! Avshalom, my son, my son!” The
Gemara (Berachos 7b) teaches us: "ma xnw7"—a person’s name
causes and influences his actions. Now, the name Avshalom is
comprised of the two words “av” and “shalom.” This alludes
to the fact that he would ultimately live in peace—shalom—
with his father—av—since it is the nature of a son to love his
father. It was heavenly ordained, however, that he act against
his nature and rebel against his father. He pursued his father

to punish him, contrary to the laws of nature, to afford him

W2
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atonement. Hence, Avshalom also deserved atonement and

eternal life in Olam HaBa.

In conclusion, itis worth remembering what we have learned
in the Gemara (A.Z. 4b):

David was not suited to perform that deed (to sin with
Bas Sheva), as it is written (Tehillim 109, 22): “And my heart
(referring to the yetzer hara) has died within me (David had
already vanquished his yetzer hara).” . .. Rather (his sin was
heavenly ordained to demonstrate the path of teshuvah for
individuals), this is meant to teach you that if an individual
sins, we tell him, “Go and reflect upon another individual
(namely David HaMelech)” ... And this is consistent with that
which Rabbi Shmuel said in the name of Rabbi YoNasan:
What is the meaning of that which is written: “The words of
David, the son of Yishai, the words of a man who was ‘hukam
ol’”? The Gemara answers: “The words of David, the son of
Yishai,” who demonstrated the benefits of teshuvah.
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Please go to www.TorahAnytime.com to listen to Rabbi Shmuel
Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

V’otzemYodi, that our success in battle may cause us to think

that it was our strength that allowed us to be victorious. In
truth, the source of our success was Ki Hu Hanosein Koach
La’asos Choyil, Hashem is the one who gave us the strength to
win in battle. The Targum extends the message of the Passuk
and writes, "Don’t think that, Yos Chochma’yo Oso Li Kol
Ho’richush Halon, my intelligence is what caused my financial
success."

I n this Parsha, we find a very well-known expression, Kochi

The message is clear. Even what we consider to be natural
strengths aren’t really a strength of ours but are a gift from
Hashem who “powers” us. That explains why some people
can’t do anything wrong in business for years and then can’t
seem to do anything right, or vice versa.

In addition to wealth, there’s a third area which many people
mistaken to be something they have naturally earned which
is also, in truth, a gift from Hashem.We say in P’sukai D’zimra
(and it’s a Passuk) Ha'osher V’hakovod Lifanecha, wealth and
“Kavod” are before you, meaning that Hashem disburses it
as he sees fit. Some translate Kavod as assets. The Malbim
translates it as the honor given to you by others.

Being respected is a tool for Tzadikim. The more they are
respected, the more people will follow the direction that
they’ve taken in their personal lives. It’s also a weapon for
Resha'im, who use respect as a way to increase their wealth
and power.

Unlike money, for which there is a Mitzvah to place effort in,
there is no Mitzvah to work on increasing how much others
respect you. Instead, people should “put their head down, place
one foot forward, then the next”, and continue to do so their
entire lives. If they achieve respect, then Hashem has decided
that they deserve it and can use it as a tool. (Sometimes they
don’t deserve it. Other times, being recognized will divert
them from their strengths.) If not, then Hashem is telling them
that respect won’t serve them well.

For me, the lesson is that | pay less attention to how people
see me, knowing, that like Parnassa, the amount of respect |
receive is decided by Hashem.While | have to act properly,
like going to work which doesn’t affect my income, my actions
don’t directly affect what others will think of me. This has
made me calmer and more focused.

his article is a letter | wrote to help our new staff prepare
T for our year-round, therapeutic, wilderness program. It
offers techniques for helping others change how they
react to others without a formal “sit-down” meeting. Sit-down
meetings create resistance and can only be
down sporadically. Effective interaction can

What I'm going to describe is the key to
succeeding in changing others. Almost
everything else that we do falls under the
category of entertainment and babysitting.

whether a true client or our younger brother, is unaware that
therapy is taking place. Succeeding at informal therapeutic

Playing Therapist Without Anyone Knowing

so don't worry if it falls
on deaf ears.”

As you know, the most effective therapy is when the client,

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

intervention requires several skills and excellent instincts.
While some people have them naturally, they can all be learned
skills.

1) The first step is to be aware of what is
happening or what is being said. We begin

be attempted throughout the day (although "Kﬂﬂf in mim( thateach by becoming aware that what is being said
it does depend on several factors, such as (o vprsation rE}JT&SEntS a  ordone is less significant than the intent or
the current state of the relationship). . . the perspective that led to that behavior. For

t”’”f sliver af’?aur work. example,a boy can come late. He may do so

with the intent of being passively resistant.
He may be lazy. He may lack the ability to
live in a structured manner. Perhaps he
simply can’t calculate the time needed to
complete the small tasks, such as brushing
his teeth, to get there on time.

We must know what is the root before responding. Otherwise,

RAMAPQOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NNYY NRID NIDTY
NP2 DY [2 NTIN' DNNANE DY NIIAT [2 DY 2PpY' NIV 2 ONI'A 501 N2 NdON

OO

WOD'LSOdVIWVYH A9 LNOAV1

08LS AIMIT SVHSHUVd



our response falls on deaf ears as we completely miss our
target.

In one’s personal life, | suggest that people don’t think too
much into things as it does little more than increase the noise
in their heads.When mentoring, it’s best to think into things.
But you should then quickly decide if what you saw is worth
thinking about. If not, discard it in your computer's “trash”
where, if patterns emerge, you can still retrieve it.

In addition to getting a sense of their motivation, it’s important
to consider the broader environment. Is he late because
someone else did, or didn’t, do something? Is there a problem
with his clothing that made him come late? Possibly, he was on
time and the fault lies with your watch.A judge may not render
a judgement until all the information is placed before him.

The challenge with drawing conclusions is that you have
to act as if you are certain while, internally, being open to
the possibility that you are mistaken or missing information.
Your response must include an “escape plan” in case you are
mistaken. That escape plan may be an apology or, if you are
quick enough, to change direction in mid conversation.

Observing becomes even more challenging when the number
of moving pieces increases. Three boys will be preparing a fire
for supper.You are standing several feet away. One boy begins
acting agitated at another boy. The agitated boy may be the
cause of the problem or he may be the victim.The boys that
he is talking to may also be either the victim or the cause of
the problem. But, possibly, he may also only be an innocent
bystander. It may actually be the third person, the one on the
side, who is pressing the buttons. This is important because,
while you can’t respond without clarity, you can’t let too many
incidents slip. (Parents often don’t place nearly enough thought
before they walk in their children’s room and begin dispensing
advice and criticism.)

Assuming that you have mastered the art of noticing what
is taking place, the next step is to be relatively confident
what exactly that is. It helps to have background on each boy
although you shouldn’t make the mistake that everything fits
into two or three neat categories that you gleaned from his
profile.

Your response should be one that |) seems natural, 2) invites
conversation through humor or by intriguing comments, and
3) touches on the topic. Here are some examples. Keep in
mind that you will need multiple conversation openers, pieces
of humor, and trivia. All of this is before we discuss how to
respond therapeutically.

Imagine two boys lacking self-esteem. One becomes a bully,
the other becomes overly sensitive. You observe them doing
the “dance” each one has been doing for the last few years.To
the sensitive one you would say, “| noticed he’s treating you
like a younger brother. | had the same hassles with my older

brother." If that isn’t true, invoke something else that is true,
personal, and in a tone and body language that “invites” the
boy into the conversation.

You should then pause and look for eye contact or some other
sign that he registered that you realize what happened. Then
you say, “l can tell you what | did. Are you interested?”. Any
nod or other sign of approval is enough. Communicating may
not be his strong point. (After a few times, you should try to
get him to communicate more, saying something like, “l always
thought we're having fun together.Why not give me a,“Sure, I'd
love to hear you ramble”.)

What are you telling him you did? This is where you need
multiple life lessons at your fingertips. I'll list many of them
off later. Once you say your life lesson to him, you position
yourself to observe the same incident happening again. Then
you say, “Remember what | did. It really worked for me”.

What you've done is taught him a life skill. You have also
empowered him, making him confident that he doesn’t have to
be a punching bag without the tools to respond or to accept
the abuse without internalizing it. Finally, you have made him
realize that there are good people (that’s you) worth hanging
around with.Any single message may be insignificant but, after
a few more, you are making a serious impact on his life.

You have to take a different approach to the bully. Again, when
alone, even if it is a few hours later, you tell him something
like this: "You may have been frustrated but it’s stinky (that’s
a deliberate word because it’s not “parental” and seems to be
spontaneous and genuine) when you let it out on others. My
father/brother/friend used to do that. It never felt good. But,
even more importantly, the person that did it lost something
and never even realized that he did.| still liked him, still listened
to him, but the real respect gets lost.You're a good guy. It’s not
worth putting it at risk for a few words”.

My responses may sound great but the hard part comes when
he responds with something like, “l don’t care, he’s an idiot”.
Now you have to be creative.Your response must |) include
empathy, 2) include a complete absence of judgement, 3) lack
any resemblance to parental expressions, 4) not ask for any
commitment from him, 5) clarify how his actions won’t serve
him well, and 6) include personal life stories so he believes
you're connecting with him.

Keep in mind that each conversation represents a tiny sliver of
your work so don’t worry if it falls on deaf ears.

The Village Leadership Expedition (V.L.E.),Areivim’s newest
program, is a therapeutic wilderness program that services
teenage boys and young adults in a safe, structured, positive

and supportive environment.The Village accommodates

teenagers whose behavior is deemed “out of control” by
parents and community leaders. If you or someone you know

could benefit from this program, please call 845-371-2760.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

Parshas Ekev-"Before and After” the Siyum Hashas - A review and a new
lesson about “"Before and After”

By David Gurwitz
Morning before:

As I prepared to attend the Siyum Hashas years ago - along with tens of thousands who were finishing and
starting over, those who plan to begin the study of Shas, and those family and friends who help support and
encourage those who study - I would like to share some thoughts that will perhaps enrich the experience.

I am writing this in the merit of my mother, Basya bas Yeshaya a”h, whose yahrtzeit is Tu B’Av, this Thursday
night. May it be a zechus for her neshamah in Shomayim.

The words neshamah and hashomayim have the same gematria. Here we see a hint to the fact that we have
an automatic connection from heaven to our souls at all times, since we are a cheilek Elokah mimaal. May we
be able to increase this awareness constantly.

I heard from Rabbi Eliyahu Goldstein, a close family friend and son-in-law of Chaim and Chaya Gittie Rosenberg,
our original Monsey close family friends, something quite exciting to consider for this evening: The neshamos
of Abaya, Rava, Rabi Akiva and all the Torah greats who we have studied these seven and half years will be at
the Siyum. They encourage us to continue learning their words, as shown by Abaya, who made a big siyum and
meal for those who finished a section of learning.

I'd like to add to this great anticipation and combine four thoughts into an action plan from the power of the
Siyum.

First, we also know that Chazal tell us that we are supposed to teach our children several things, including how
to swim.

Second, we know that Chazal tell us that Yaakov Avinu, who the Torah tells us was an ish tam yosheiv ohalim,
a complete man who lived in tents studying, /o meis, did not die.

Third, we also know that the Torah tells us the following, which I wrote a few weeks ago: “Zos haTorah adam
ki yomus ba’ohel - This is the teaching regarding when a man dies in a tent.” Rav Zalman Margolis zt”/ explains
that a person must act like he is dead when it comes to interruptions while learning. One must have total
concentration. In this regard, it is quite fascinating that the value of the last letters of the expression adam
(Mem, 40) ki (Yud, 10) yomus (Sof, 400) ba‘ohel (Lamid, 30) equal 480, which is the value of the word Talmud.

Fourth, what are the first and last letters of the Talmud? They are Mem, from “Mei‘eimosai,” at the beginning
of Maseches Brachos, and Tof, from “halachos,” the last word in Maseches Niddah. They form the words "meis,”
as in Yaakov lo meis, and tam, as in Yaakov ish tam.

Perhaps we can view tonight as a lane change in a pool, when you finish swimming at one end and kick off to
start anew, with tremendous excitement and time management success. Perhaps we can take the “/o meis” and
try to become an “ish tam,” except when we are learning, when we are supposed to be “dead” to the rest of
the world.

Finally, in a similar fashion, perhaps we can take the Tof of “halachos” and the Mem of “Mei’eimosai” and
combine them and the over two million words of the Talmud and 2,711 two- sided pages many times.

Enjoy the simcha of so many other Jews, and the simcha of Hashem seeing what his children are trying to do
to learn his Torah. Just like on Tu B’Av in the desert, when we realized that the decree for dying had stopped
and the day became a cause of celebration, may all difficult decrees against us be annulled forever.
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Morning after:

There were many, many, scenes and moments, and words of Torah and chizuk, at the Siyum Hashas that were
unforgettable.

However, none were more moving to me than this one, pictured, of a joyous man in a wheel chair with his son
sleeping on his side.

I am moving slowly today, but still crying a lot.

I am trying to process what I experienced at the Siyum Hashas last night - what was happening on the stage,
shown and heard so clearly from the big screens and clear sound system; the tear-filled dancing; the feeling
of achdus and gratitude to Hashem; and the renewed inspiration from this incredibly well-organized and
historically meaningful event.

I spent a lot of time watching and listening to - and trying to feel and appreciate - what was happening in the
audience, including watching the man who stood for almost the entire five hours, communicating in sign
language to a group of hearing-challenged Jews on the stadium floor section.

I used to teach math to deaf students while I was in college. They hear, too, just differently. That story is for
another time.

The English word audience comes from the Latin word “audientia,” hearing.
Hearing was on my mind yesterday, perhaps in a way that was a bit different. Why?

The morning before leaving for the siyum, I received a delivery from the music studio with the Yamaha grand
piano on which I record my music. In it were several copies of my next two music CDs, with 16 new
compositions, which, after years of work, are almost finished. All the songs are mixed and now “pre-mastered”
- in effect, sound and volume equalized - so that I can review and sort the collection as a whole before the
actually completion. I am close to a sort of “siyum” of many years of work in that part of my life as well.

I would like to also add one amazing gift that Hashem sent me just as I approached my seat and I saw the
words "Siyum Hashas"” all over the stadium. The shefa, or flow, from the event, no doubt, deserves the credit:

The gematria of Talmud (480) with the kollel (1) is 481.

The gematria of Siyum (Samech - 60; Yud - 10; Vov - 6; and Mem - 40; = 116) Hashas (Hey - 5; Shin - 300;
and Samach - 60; = 365) is 481.

May our learning together - Talmud with the kollel-- lead to its related Siyum Hashas and be a source of
tremendous nachas to Hashem, Who gives us the ability to do so and the phenomenal teachers to teach us,
and then rewards us all as if we did it ourselves. In that alone, His love is ain sof, limitless.

A Great new lesson about "before and after”!

I'd like to conclude with a very powerful teaching that was given over to our now expanded daf yomi group by
our inspiring magid shiur, Rabbi Leiby Grohman. On Brachos, daf Beis, amud Aleph - the beginning of shas -
the first tanna quoted is Rabbi Eliezer. The last tanna quoted in shas in Uksin is....Rabbi Eliezer. Why?

The gemara in Sukkah daf 28 tells us that Rabbi Eliezer was the first one in the beis medrash, and the last one
to leave. Rabbi Leiby Grohman told us that the reward for such incredible hasmada was the place given as the
“bookends” of all of shas to Rabbi Eliezer!

Nothing we do goes unrewarded and unnoticed by Hashem.

I would like to add another thought about the significance of the “"bookends” of shas being given to Rabbi Eliezer,
by focusing on his name - which literally means “my Hashem helps me”. This reinforces what was said earlier
- our efforts are always aided by Hashem.

I had difficulty getting started and maintaining this non-stop schedule approximately 15 years ago. BH, I
persevered. BH, I am also, bli neder, inspired by Rav Scheiner at the siyum, trying to learn two halachos a day
of shmiras haloshen, and also using the sefer *“Word Power”. My wife has been learning it for quite a while, and
it has changed her - and me and my family — as a result. We also believe that it has brought bracha and
shmirah.

We can be assured that Hashem will help us stay focused and on target in ANY seder of learning.
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You should know in your heart that just as a father will chastise his
son, so Hashem, your G-d, chastises you. (8:5)

We have undergone much hardship throughout our
tumultuous history. These were not isolated occurrences during which
we were subject to the whims and fancies, disdain and loathing, all
products of a cruel, envious world who blamed every one of life’s
incongruities on the Jews. Whatever happened to us did not “just
happen.” It was all Heavenly-designated by a loving Father, Who, at
times, was either meting out fatherly discipline or providing us with
“opportunities” to secure our spiritual future. Everything was the result
of the profound love that a father has for his son.

The Kedushas Levi (m’Berditchev) explains why the month of
Av is the month during which we minimise simchah, joyful expression.
He quotes the pasuk in Shemos 17:8, Va’yavo Amalek va’yilachem
b’Yisrael, “Amalek came and battled Yisrael.” Previously (Perek 7), the
people tested Hashem, saying, Ha’yesh Hashem b’kirbeinu? “Is Hashem
among us?” The Midrash explains the juxtaposition of the people’s
questioning Hashem'’s Presence among them upon Amalek’s arriving to
battle them, comparing it to one who is sitting upon his father’s
shoulders, so that he is carried in this manner. While they are moving,
he meets his friend and asks him, “Have you seen my father?” His father
interjects, “You are riding on my shoulders, yet you ask, ‘Where is my
father?’ | will show you. | will put you down on the ground and see how
you react when your enemy attacks you.” Likewise, Hashem protected
Klal Yisrael ever since they departed from Egypt. The Pillar of Clouds and
Pillar of Fire sheltered them from their enemies. Yet, they had the
unmitigated audacity to question, “Is Hashem in our midst?”

We derive from here (says the Berditchever) that, in some
instances, the Father causes adversarial diversions as a way of imbuing
us with fear, in order that we should realise that we have a Heavenly
Father who has not, and will not ever, forsake us. Thus, the month
during which both our Batei Mikdash were taken from us is called Av,
Father, so that we always remember that whatever tragedies occurred
during this month, it was all about reminding us that it is the work of our
Father, Who cares deeply about each and every one of us.

Horav Yissachar Shlomo Teichtal, zI, applies the words of the
Berditchever to explain our opening pasuk, “As a father cherishes his
son,” as Hashem’s message to us: “I am doing this to remind you that |
am always here and | love you. This is not discipline. This is love.”

PPN T IR IR DX 2 (YN IR PR T N 23w anul
And now, Yisrael, what is Hashem, your G-d, asking of you, other
than to fear Hashem, your G-d. (10:12)

In his commentary to Sefer Shemos (3:22) Horav S.R. Hirsch, zl,
distinguishes between various meanings for the word sho’ail, to
borrow/to ask. His rule is: When the word sho’ail is followed by the
word mei’eis, from, it means to request, as it says (Shemos 3:22),
V’sho’alah ishah mishchentah, “Each woman shall request from her
neighbour.” When the word sho’ail is followed by the word mei’im, with,
it means to borrow, as in (Shemos 22:13), V'chi yishal ish mei’im reieihu,
“If a man shall borrow from his fellow.” The reason for this is that, when
one borrows an object, he does not become its owner. Ownership is
retained by the object’s physical owner. Thus, the owner who lends an
object will “come along with it” (so to speak) and he is still imach, “with

”

you.

With this idea in mind (imach implies that the owner comes
along with the object), Horav Shimon Schwab, zI, homiletically renders
the above pasuk which addresses yiraas Shomayim, fear of Heaven. Why
does the Torah write, Mah Hashem... sho’ail mei imach, “What does
Hashem wish (to borrow) (request) from you?” What is the meaning of
Hashem “borrowing” our yiraas Shomayim? It should rather have said,
Mah Hashem sho’ail mei itach, “What does Hashem request of you?”

Rav Schwab cites Chazal (Niddah 16b) who teach, “Everything
is in the hands of Heaven except for the fear of Heaven.” Everyone must
expend his own effort and toil to achieve yiraas Shomayim. There are no
“free tickets,” no easy way. Nonetheless, in our tefillos, prayers, we
implore Hashem, V’yacheid levaveinu I'ahavah u’l’'yirah es Shemecha,
“Unify our hearts to love and to fear Your Name.” If we ask for it, it
means that this is a way of achieving it. Apparently, this tefillah implies
that yiraas Shomayim can be had for the asking, even without
expending our own effort.

Initially, one must do it himself. He must toil to achieve yiraas
Shomayim. After one has acquired a modicum of yiraas Shomayim by
virtue of his own exertion, however, we pray to Hashem that He
“borrow” this yiraas Shomayim and “repay” it with interest. We know
that achieving the optimum level of fearfulness is beyond our ability.
Thus, we ask for Heavenly assistance, knowing full well that unless we
achieve the first rung, we will not be able to climb the ladder on our
own.

Yiraas Shomayim means yiraas ha’romemus, fear of awe. A
person is awestruck with fear of the greatness of Hashem; thus, he
diligently does everything possible to uphold the mitzvos and everything
that Hashem asks of us. It is a constant mitzvah, because Hashem is
constantly with us; otherwise we would not exist. Shivisi Hashem I'negdi
tamid, “I set Hashem before me always” (Tehillim 16:8) is a halachic
imperative which enjoins us to act appropriately all of the time,
regardless where and in what circumstances, we find ourselves. Horav
Moshe Soloveitchik, zI, would not stand for Shemoneh Esrai a minute
longer in public than when he recited it in private. He saw this practiced
by his father, Horav Chaim Soloveitchik, zI. Rav Chaim dressed in public
as he dressed in private. One’s behaviour must be consistent, because
one always stands before Hashem.

Horav Mordechai Gifter, zl, taught, “Man’s very essence is
directed solely to the goal of recognising the Creator and, consequently,
not only his soul is bound together with the Master of the Universe, but
even his body and his entire existence are rooted in the great purpose
for which he is intended.” (Rav Gifter, Rabbi Yechiel Spero). | can attest
that these emotions were evident in the Rosh VYeshivah’s total
demeanour. He once wrote, “If man finds his Creator, he has found
everything.” This was not a mere aphorism; this was the way the rosh
yeshivah lived his life.

nnwa Y7

N’y pPNX' ‘1 N2 NN NN

Mrs. Chana Turner

1”70WUn AX ONIn V' NNUVO]

NN

Hebrew Academy of Cleveland

Dedicated to the memory of Ellis Goldberg z”’| publisher and distributor of the worldwide edition of Peninim

RAMAPQSE

NNYY NRID NIDTY
NP2 DY [2 NTIN' DNNANE DY NIIAT [2 DY 2PpY' NIV 2 ONI'A 501 N2 NdON

OO




Horav Aryeh Levin, zl, the Tzaddik of Yerushalayim, was wont
to say, “A person who is truly reverent in his fear of Heaven is one who
lies awake at night worrying, ‘What have | done today to relieve the
suffering of a Jew made wretched by his troubles?’” Rav Aryeh had an
uncanny ability to relate to the entire social and religious gamut of
Jewry. He had feelings for them all and was acutely aware that what
caused one to be on the outskirts of religion was usually circumstances
in his life that were often beyond his control. He saw through the cloud
of ambiguity, which others refused to penetrate; thus, he was able to
reach out to love and be loved by all. He saw Hashem in each and every
Jew. To achieve such a spiritual plateau, one must truly be a yarei
Shomayim.

Horav Avraham Kalmanovitz, zl, was one of the leaders of the
Vaad Hatzalah, Relief and Rescue. Following World War Il, he worked
feverishly to save Jews, both physically and spiritually. He was
instrumental in the spiritual reclamation of Moroccan Jewry which was
falling prey to the heresy preached by the Alliance Israelite Universelle.
(This was a Paris-based secular Jewish organisation founded in 1860 by
the French statesman Adolphe Cremieux to safeguard the human rights
of Jews around the world. In North Africa, they attempted to secularise
the Jewish legal and educational systems, attempting to alienate Jews
from the Orthodox way of life.) This motivated Rav Kalmanovitz’s clarion
call for help. “Save Moroccan Jewry,” he cried to anyone who would
listen. He travelled to Eretz Yisrael and called a meeting of the gedolim,
Torah leaders, and implored them to help: “Give me someone who
speaks their language, who is a scholar, righteous and G-d-fearing, who
can turn the tide of assimilation.” The Torah leaders chose a young man,
Horav Rapahel Abo, zI, and charged him with the mission.

Rav Raphael spoke with his revered Rebbe, the Rosh Yeshivah
of Porat Yosef, Horav Ezra Attiyah, zl, and asked his advice. The Rosh
Yeshivah not only agreed, but gave him tzedakah, charitable funds, to
ease the burden of starting up the program. Rav Raphael left his young
wife in Yerushalayim as he trail-blazed the spiritual wasteland that was
Morocco at the time. After searching for a suitable community in which
to establish a yeshivah, he arrived in a city which had a sizeable Jewish
community that seemed interested. Indeed, the rosh ha’kahal, Reb
Moshe Yifrach, a distinguished man of means, even agreed to join in the
endeavour. His presence would surely turn the tables in Rav Abo’s
favour.

At the very last minute, Reb Moshe called that something had
come up. He could not attend the meeting. “But | need you,” the young
Rav asserted. “If you do not attend, it will all be in vain. The kahal
respects you. Your attendance is critical to our success.” “lI am very
sorry. My son is ill and | just picked up medicine at the pharmacy. | do
not want to be late in giving him the medicine,” was Reb Moshe’s reply.
“Please, | beg of you, without your presence, everything that we had
planned will be a waste. Your son will be well. Hashem will see to his
cure. | assure you!”

The plea emanating from Rav Raphael’s pure heart moved Reb
Moshe. (Rav Raphael was all of thirty years old at the time.) Rav Raphael
spoke passionately to the crowded shul, where a standing-room only
crowd had gathered to listen. Undoubtedly, Reb Moshe Yifrach’s
presence would make a difference. Suddenly, the doors burst open, and
the pharmacist came running in, pushing himself through the crowd. As
soon as he saw Reb Moshe, he fell on him and asked, “Where are the
pills?” “What pills?” Reb Moshe asked. “The ones that | gave you.”
“Here, in my pocket.” When the pharmacist saw the jar of pills, he all
but fainted.

“You have no idea how lucky you are,” the pharmacist cried
out. “When | finished my day’s work, | reviewed the pharmacy receipts
and prescriptions. | suddenly realised, to my horror, that | had given you
the wrong medicine. The pills had somehow been exchanged and placed
in the wrong container. The pills that | sold you would have killed your
son. Hashem looked after you!”

At that moment, the entire congregation gazed at Rav Abo,
knowing full well that it was his perseverance in demanding that Reb
Moshe attend the meeting that had saved the day. It did not take long
for the Moroccan community to learn that they had a tzaddik living in
their midst. Rav Abo’s deep-rooted commitment to Hashem set the
foundation for the Otzar HaTorah educational network to grow in
Morocco.

017172 D222 NN DNX DNTAYI
You shall teach them to your children to discuss them. (11:19)

The Bnei Yissachar, Horav Tzvi Elimelech Shapiro, zl, cites
(Takanos Tamchin D’Oraisa) Chazal (Bava Basra 21a) who credit Rabbi
Yehoshua Ben Gamla with being the innovator of universal Torah
education for all children. He was concerned for orphans who had no
parent to teach them Torah. He set up Torah teachers in every province
and district so that all children, regardless of parents or financial ability,
would be availed Torah instruction. Chazal laud him for having ensured
that the Jewish People would not forget the Torah. In the Shulchan
Aruch, Yoreh De’ah 245:7, it is ruled that communal monies may be used
to provide Torah instruction for all children, to the point that members
of the community may be taxed to fulfil this responsibility.

The Bnei Yissachar observes that while one fulfils the Biblical
injunction of V’limadetem osam es bneichem by teaching Torah to one’s
own child, he does not execute the Rabbinic command unless he
provides for the instruction of all children — rich or poor. He adds that
once Rabbi Yehoshua enacted his decree concerning universal Torah
education, it underscored the Biblical mitzvah to the point that unless
one provides Torah education for all children, he does not fulfil his
personal Biblical mitzvah of V’limadetem osam es bneichem. Torah
education that does not reach all aspects of the Jewish community is
deficient in fulfilling the mitzvah.

This idea is based upon a ruling made by the Pri Megadim in
his pesichah, preface, to Orach Chaim (3:78) where he states that if
Chazal have added chumros, stringencies — which they feel enhances the
mitzvah — one is not yotzei, does not fulfil his Biblical obligation unless
he follows the Rabbinic enhancements. By adding their Rabbinic
stringencies to the Biblical commandment, Chazal have altered the
criteria from Biblical fulfilment, since the Torah commands us to follow
Rabbinic interpretation. Therefore, since Rabbi Yehoshua ben Gamla
entered his innovation into the mitzvah’s criteria, one must see to it that
all children study Torah. Otherwise, he has not fulfilled the Biblical
command of V’limadetam.

Horav Yissachar Shlomo Teichtal, zI, concurs that the mitzvah
of V’limadetam demands universal education in order to fulfil (even) the
Biblical command, but for a different reason. He quotes Ramban in his
commentary in Devarim 33:14 concerning the pasuk, Torah tzivah lanu
Moshe, morashah Kehillas Yaakov, “The Torah that Moshe commanded
us is the heritage of the Congregation of Yaakov.” Ramban observes the
Torah choice of the word kehillas, congregation, over bais, house (bais
Yaakov), or zera, seed/children (of Yaakov). He suggests this alludes to
the Torah’s inclusion of not merely those born to Jewish parents, but all
Jews, every Jew who joins the Jewish nation, accepting its mitzvos and
living according to its traditions. Torah is the inheritance of all those who
enter under the halachic rubric of Judaism. Torah for the kahal,
congregation, includes converts.

With this in mind, Rav Teichtal posits that if Torah is the
possession of the congregation, it should be the responsibility of each
and every Jew to see to it that every member of the Jewish kahal have
access to it, even if he has no father to teach him. How is this achieved?
How do we see to it that every member of the kehillah receives a Jewish
education? We follow Rabbi Yehoshua ben Gamla’s precedent. He
showed us the way by providing Torah teachers in every Jewish
community. It is insufficient to reach out only to individuals, since the
Torah is a “group” inheritance, not an individual bequest. Thus, it
behoves us to think outside of our self-proclaimed “box”, and view all
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Jewish children as being part of our extended family, because — when all
is said and done —they are.

D1 1177 D1'21 NR DNX DNTNYI
You shall teach them to your children to discuss them. (11:19)

The Torah provides a unique criterion for teaching Torah to
one’s children. They should be able to discuss Torah; or,
alternatively, when they speak, Torah should emerge from their
mouths. Speech is the communication or expression of thoughts. An
individual who speaks Torah thinks Torah. One’s cognitive dynamic
should be shaped by Torah, so that when he expresses an opinion, a
comment, it is Torah-based, the expression of a Torah mind. Thus,
Rashi explains, as soon as a child is able to speak, his father should
teach him Torah, so that it will be his “language” of communication.
Therefore, everything which the child will eventually learn:
halachah, mussar / ethics, hashkafah, philosophy / outlook /
perspective, will all be the tools of his manner of expression. The
Torah’s language is eternal. It speaks the language of the past,
present and future. We just have to listen.

What does one do in a situation in which the parents have
exhausted every method, every avenue, of educating their child, all
to no success. The child either simply refuses, or he is unable to
grasp/retain the material, resulting in frustration, depression,
friction. The following vignette is illuminating as well as inspiring.

An eighth grade student in a prominent Torah institution was
doing poorly. Regardless of the motivator, he remained unmotivated.
Nothing turned him on to learning. He had no desire to learn, and,
as a result, he was lazy and uncaring. His parents were outstanding
people and incredible parents. They would stop at nothing, spare no
expense, to somehow light a fire under their son, to arouse him to
the beauty of Torah. They knew full well that if one does not learn,
he will soon fall into a bind and eventually dislike learning and
everything associated with it. Religious observance often suffers as a
consequence of the negativity that ensues. This was eighth grade.
Which yeshivah would accept him as a student?

Time passed, and one day the rebbe who had made some
serious attempts at inspiring the boy to learn, noticed a yeshivah
boy davening Shemoneh Esrai in the corner of the shul. The
kavanah, concentration, and devotion on this bachur’s face was
evident and moving. It was obvious that he was really into the
davening, expressing himself with unusual feeling. The rebbe asked
someone who this bachur was. The response floored him, “Oh, he is
that boy who everyone had given up on. Something occurred, a
sudden transformation; he was accepted into an excellent yeshivah
where he has been learning nonstop and growing into an
exceptional ben Torah.”

The rebbe was flabbergasted. How could this be the very
same boy who was essentially just taking up a seat in his classroom?
He had tried everything to motivate him to learn, all to no avail.
What happened? He decided to speak to the parents. He went to
their house and conveyed his surprise. “First of all, mazel tov on your
son’s aliyah, advancement, in Torah. | am so happy for you and for
him. How did you do it? When we finished the school year, | was
certain that public school was his next place. What happened?” the
rebbe asked.

The father slowly began to speak, “Truthfully, when school
closed for the semester we were in a quandary. We knew that our
son must go to yeshivah, but, with his dismal record of achievement
and dispirited attitude toward learning, no mainstream institution
would consider him for enrolment. We felt that we had exhausted
every avenue of endeavour. We had tried everything and spoken to
everyone. Then it dawned on me: We had a ‘third’ partner in our
son. We should not have to shoulder all of the responsibility.

Hashem Yisborach is a one-third shutaf, partner. We decided that
very night we would open a Sefer Tehillim and pour out our hearts to
our other Partner. We had done our share in caring for our son; now,
we would turn to Him to do His share!

“Within a very short period of time, we began to notice a
change in our son’s habits, his attitude. He began to daven with
fervour and concentration. Learning occupied every free moment.
This was a new child, not the boy who we had known, but the boy
for whom we had prayed. He was accepted into a yeshivah based
solely on merit, not on mercy. We realised that while we had
davened to Hashem often, we never spoke to Him as a shutaf in
‘our’ son’s development.”

How true this is. What would be so strange if we were to
express our feelings to our Father in Heaven in such a manner;
talking to Him as our partner in our child? “Avinu, Av HaRachaman,
Our Father, our compassionate Father; this child with whom You
have blessed us is actually less ours than Yours. You are truly our
Partner in his life.

You created his neshamah, soul.
You formed him and breathed into him the breath of life.
You raised him, strengthened him and maintained his health.

Please do Your share and help him along spiritually, so that
we will all share in his nachas. Thank You, Hashem!”

Va’ani Tefillah

7'TON INN X7 '2 DMNRAL NN 172 82 2 2100
HaTov ki lo chalu Rachamecha, v’ha’Meracheim ki lo samu
Chasadecha.
The Beneficent One, for Your compassions were never exhausted,; and the
Compassionate One for Your kindnesses never ended.

Few people have both: compassion; and the wherewithal
to provide for those for whom they care. Some are compassionate,
but lack the funds or ability to help. Others have no shortage of
material assets, but lack the emotion to empathise with the needs of
those whom they could help — if they would feel like it. Hashem'’s
compassion is never exhausted, and His ability to bestow kindness
has no parameters.

Horav Yitzchak Zilberstein, Shlita, explains that a father,
regardless of his extraordinary love and compassion for his child, will
eventually age and have physical limitations placed on his ability to
provide. As a result, he must settle for lesser goals concerning his
children. It is not that he does not want, he is simply not able.
Hashem neither ages, nor does He have any limitations whatsoever.
He is always there for His children, and for this we thank Him
profusely.
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NIx¥Yn and more NIXN

7:12 “ N Iynwn 2py aal
DNINYI QXD D'UOYUNA
DnX on'wyr”

“And it shall be the reward (literal
translation of the word “apy” is the heel)
when you hearken to these ordinances,
and you observe and perform them.” The
Ramban tells us that the word, “apy”
means reward. Why does the Torah use
this word to refer to reward, instead of
using a more obvious term such as, “>w?”

It says in Meseches Avos 4:2
“NIxn ,nIxn DY’ — a person must recognize
the greatness of Hakodosh Boruch Hu,
and see the great Chesed of Hakodosh
Boruch Hu each and every day, with a
great desire to serve Hakodosh Boruch
Hu. The reward one receives is that he is
able to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu with
love. One should only desire to serve
Hakodosh Boruch Hu for the sake of
serving Him. “nixn 10w’ — the reward for
performing a Mitzvah is a “nixn” — that
Hakodosh Boruch Hu is Mezakeh us that
we should be able to perform more
Mitzvos. There is no reward for Mitzvos
in this world except for the ability to
perform more Mitzvos. “apy n'ni” — The
Ramban says that the word “apy” means
reward — meaning that the reward for the
performance of Mitzvos will be, “jivanun”
— “nixn ,nixn DY’ — that you will be able
to do more Mitzvos; then, “ '7x 'T vl
Tonn nXI Nan NX 17” — Hashem will have
your reward waiting for you in Olam
Habah. (7' n"™nn)

The 'v from the word “apy*
represents Torah, for there are nuo 'y
mn%?. The 'p represents the 100 Brochos
The
represents the two Torahs; the Torah
Shebiksav and the Torah Shebal Peh.
(omox 1)

Sanhedrin 77a — The Gemara
says that the six thousand years of the

that one must recite daily.

world are broken into three parts: two
thousand years of InIn — emptiness, two
thousand years of Torah, and two
thousand years of Moshiach. Rashi says
that 172 years prior to the completion of

the two thousand years of Torah, was the

DNIN DWW NI NK? NN 10T7?

Churban Bais Hamikdash. Moshiach was
supposed to have come at the completion
of the two thousand years of Torah and
the commencement of the two thousand
years of Moshiach. However, due to the
sins of Klal Yisroel, they held back
Moshiach from coming. We see from this
Rashi, that if not for the sins of Klal
Yisroel, Klal Yisroel would have only
been in the final Golus for 172 years.
There is a Remez to this in the Posuk in
Parshas Eikev — “nx jwnwn apy nqi
n7xn noownn” — Had Klal Yisroel
listened to the commands of the Torah,
they would have only been in exile for,
“Qpy” — “172” years. Eliezer, the servant
of Avrohom Avinu also alluded to this
when he gave gifts to Rivkah. Bereishis
24:22 “Ipwn ypa ant on” — Eliezer was
telling Rivkah that if her children will do
Teshuva, they will be redeemed from
exile after, “vjpa” — “172” years, for then
Moshiach would have come, who is
compared to a nm, that which smells
pleasant, as it says in Yeshaya 11:50
“1nx1ainnnl” T p)

According to the law, the Torah
Shebal Peh was not to be written down,
rather it was to be transmitted orally
from generation to generation.
Nonetheless, at the end of the times of
the Tana’aim, they realized that the
hearts of the people had weakened, and
there was great forgetfulness in the
world. They feared that if the Torah
Shebal Peh will not be written down, it
will be forgotten from Klal Yisroel.
Therefore, they permitted the Torah
Shebal Peh to be written down. Tehillim
119:126 “ynun non 17 mwy? ny” — “It is
a time to act for Hashem, they have
voided Your Torah.” They permitted the
Torah to be written down, although it
was really improper, for the greater good
of the Torah and its Mitzvos being upheld
through writing down the Torah Shebal
Peh. “apy n'n1” — And it was at the “end”
— the end of the generations, “ nx jlynwn
78N D'oownn” — “pynwn” — “iy nwn” —
they “sinned” by writing down these
Mishpatim — Torah Shebal Peh. The
reason that they did so was so that the

Torah should not be forgotten from Klal
Yisroel, “Dnix on'wyl onnwi” — So that
Klal Yisroel should heed the Torah and
its commandments. However Le’asid
Lavo, this sin of having the Torah Shebal
Peh written down will no longer be
needed, because, “ NN 7 PP T MYl
INIAXYT YAWI WU NYIAWNI ToNN DX NNan”
— This is the guarantee that Hakodosh
Boruch Hu gave to our forefathers that

«

He would give them back the full power
of  their that
forgetfulness should not reign over them,

remembering, so

as the Posuk says in Devorim 31:21 “ &%
w1t 'on Nown” — then Torah Shebal Peh
will revert to the way it was supposed to
be; the Torah transmitted only by mouth.
(n qor )

The last letters of these words
spell, “|an” — to tell us that the Torah is
passed down from a father to his son.
(arnn v

How do we know that the word
"2jy” means reward? We know it from
Torah Shebal Peh. We need Chazal to
It is the Torah
which we need to remember — as it is not

teach us what it means.

meant to be written down — but to be
transmitted from Rebbe to Talmid, from
father to
generation. The Torah is teaching us a

son, from generation to
very important lesson on how we are to
learn the Torah Hakdosha. We must
learn the Torah through the lens of the
Chachomim. The starting point must be
that we will fulfill the words of the Torah
because Hakodosh Boruch Hu said so.
However, once we are going to fulfill the
commands of the Torah, we want to
understand the meaning of the Torah
Hakdosha.
understand the Torah, it will connect us
to the Torah Hakdosha even more. The
more Mitzvos we perform, the reward for

If we will seek to truly

those Mitzvos are that we will have more
Mitzvos to perform, which will bring us
closer and closer to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.
There can be no greater reward than
coming close to Hashem. May we be
Zoche to receive much 17y — reward, more
Mitzvos which bring us closer to

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.
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THE SINKING WALL AND HOW IT RELATES TO THE CHURBAN

The Midrash (Aicha Rabba 4,15) relates when Nebuchadnezzar's general Nebuzaradan was besieging Yerushalayim he was initially so
discouraged at his lack of progress that he sought to withdraw. Nevurazden was then told that as a sign of Divine displeasure with the Jews,
Hashem would cause the city's walls to sink slightly into the ground each day. Nebuzaradan measured the walls and discovered that their
height decreased each day by two tefachim, cubits. Encouraged by this sign, he maintained his position and ultimately conquered the city.
Why was Yerushalayim captured and fell into the hands of the enemy in such a fashion by its walls sinking two tefachim daily? Hashem could
have simply made the walls collapse in one shot as it happened in Yeircho. What lesson of life should we glean from this?

In Shir Hashirim 8,11 Am Yisrael prides itself with the description nnin 'ax 1 am a wall. Rashi explains that the wall depicts that my love to my
beloved is solid and strong. This concept, of possessing a love that is immovable similar to a wall, already existed from the time of Avraham
Avinu and his relationship with Hashem. Hashem stated at the time when Nimrod was about to throw Avraham into the fiery furnace for
breaking his father's idols, "If his emunah in Me will be very strong and unwavering as a wall, then | will save him from death and if not he
will perish in the fire. Avraham was willing to be sacrificed for his belief in Hashem and he was miraculously saved from death.

When Am Yisrael crossed the Yam Suf they were surrounded by towering walls of water on both sides as the passuk says 07112 T2 and Dmnl
D7NNWNI DI'M'M NnIn DN2. Chazal write that these walls became erected from the mitzvos that Yisrael were going to fulfill. As the Yalkut
writes

MINN 2277 'TNUY 28w nnta [ ,0'n1a] (0% 0' |12) 712N NENNRIN DAY DN DNNY 78112 70 28w 1T nUw1a nnin on? o'nnl
.NMN21 NN197 'ININ WY FTNYY 178 NNTD INIK NN 0NR9%W 0MY21.980WA |"2'9n NN 'TNY DY 1782 NNTD INIR Q0N 280w21.0"0n %W nmm
NNNNA MY 9101 Y290 22 W) NIKINY ['TNUY 1782 NNTDINRIN DD DNNNRYI

Malach Gavriel descended to join Am Yisrael as they crossed the sea and he surrounded them with his protection and proclaimed to the
waters on their right be careful of this nation who will soon receive the Torah which was given by the right hand of Hashem. The merit of the
mezuzah which is fixed on the right side of the door will save them. To the left waters he announced be careful for Yisrael who will lay tefillin
on their left hand and will also have the merit of tefillah.

Am Yisrael's walls of protection are their mitzvos that they fulfill. This was the response of Avraham Avinu NI7Tan2 "TwI nnin X | am a wall
and my breasts are compared to towers upon which Rashi comments .n1IN N2T1 78w MK D200 NIWATA 'MAI NI M2 19X - NIZ7TAND 1w
These are the shuls for davening and the Beis Medrashas for learning that nurture Yisrael with its protection.

The Shem Mishmuel writes (1¥ 'uaw 9'7) that the mitzvah of mezuzah protects our dwellings from the bad influences of the culture that could
enter. As the word NIt contains two words Nin 11 death has moved out. The influence of the n'a1n niwn is toxic and deadly to our spiritual
well being and the mezuzahs serve as a wall to block their entrance from poisoning our neshamas. This is the avodah of van 11D turn away
from evil. The tefillin is the mitzvah that fortifies the 210 nwy to tie ourselves to the will of Hashem fulfilling the purpose and meaning of our
existence as ambassadors of Hashem's kingdom. We see from these two mitzvos that our protection can only come about from both strengths
and one alone is not sufficient and will not do the job.

The word T2 which means wall is gematriah 54. The seforim tell us that Haman is mentioned in the Megillas Esther 54 times. The number of
letters that make up the ten names of Haman's children are also 54. We suggest that this connection is to convey that Amalek’s purpose is to
remove the nnin a8 of Am Yisrael and break down their walls of protection, the shuls and Batei Midrashim, the mitzvos of tefillin and mezuzah
and allow the DN NiwN to seep into their houses. This might be one of the reasons why our Chachamim added another day for Purim the
15t of Adar specifically for walled cities because Amalek's goal was to break down our walls. They attempted to do this by luring the
inhabitants of the city Shushan to join the party of Achashveirosh and sink down to the level of deep impurity. We see from the enemy's
intentions how low of a level Yisrael who attended the gala affair would have sunk into by Achashveirosh's command of queen Vashti to
parade naked in front of the drunken masses. The victory of Purim was not only that Amalek was defeated but we once again we were
dedicated to rebuild our walls of spirituality and with love and renewed commitment to Torah and mitzvos.

RAMAPOST AInannl
NP2 NIY 2 NTIN' DNAANIE N NAIAT |2 NWD 2py! BalabllY) 12 YND'N 5N DA NdOYN . .
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The word T2 with which Hashem cursed Kayin after he murdered Hevel is translated by the Targum as 122 and n172. Rabbeinu Bachya Bereishis

4,14 writes
phyam nawm *nba xITw 15 0°10 N0 BY 797 oYY I b nIYAT YT 0

That wandering in galus without a fixed dwelling denotes Hester Panim Hashem's hiding himself from you and not demonstrating his
hashgacha and concern over your welfare. When we are in galus we are prone to lose the wall of protection of our Torah and mitzvos. Our
T2 causes our loss of T

Klal Yisrael at the time of the first Beis Mikdash were slowly allowing their wall of kedusha to fall apart. Its deterioration doesn't happen all
in one time overnight. Rather, slowly but surely, brick by brick, layer by layer, the wall began to be dismantled and to disappear. Each brick
alone might have seemed insignificant against the whole picture but over time the damage became more noticeable to an outsider. It is like
the person on a diet who craves to eat his favorite cake and goes ahead and cuts only a thin sliver from it and eats it. The small sliver doesn't
make him feel guilty. Each time he deceives himself into thinking it's only a sliver which is undetectable. But after twenty slivers one can easily
notice that half of the cake is missing and it becomes obvious to all that cheating if consistent even in small amounts will be eventually
discovered. So too, the yetzer harah chisels away at one's wall by introducing this cultural idea, and the next, all along deceiving us into
believing that this is no worrying since this small piece will not break the bank. Overtime when one looks back why he feels alienated from
the life and values that he was brought up with he will recognize that although very subtle, one sliver at a time will down the road actually
leave one bankrupt.

There was once an experiment where they boiled up water and put a frog inside and the reaction was that it jumped out immediately. Days
later they took the same frog and placed it in cold water on the stove. They turned on the fire and waited to see what happened. Since the
water only got hot slowly "sliver by sliver", the slow increments of heat was not a shocker for it to jump out and it remained inside the now
boiled water until it succumbed.

This is why Hashem destroyed the Mikdash by allowing the walls of the city to slowly sink and disappear into the ground leaving the city
defenseless. This was the exact process that caused the sinking of the spiritual walls to Am Yisraelni?1ana mTwi nnin X, The punishment
therefore came in the form of midah keneged midah in order to teach Yisrael how they reached such a low point in ruchniyus that there was
no choice but to close up shop and try a second attempt after 70 years.

Now we can explain what message was Hashem sending by diminishing the wall daily by exactly two n'nav specifically. The sefarim tell us
that the meaning why the Torah wrote an enlarged letter dalet by the word Tnx of Shmah and an enlarged letter raish by the word InX in
the prohibition of idolatry 1nX 787 nINNwn X7, was to ensure that we should not get mixed up with the two letters since they look almost the
same, and thereby read the passukim with a horrific distortion. Hashem is 1nx another, and don't prostrate before Hashem Tnx.

The difference between these two letters is the yip the thorn protruding at the upper right roof of the dalet, in contrast to the letter raish
which is a smooth curve. This teaches that the difference between Hashem Echad and Ail Acheir is in the small deviations. Avoiding the thorn
are the people who say that today we don't have to be too strict, those are old prehistoric customs, this part of Torah is outdated. They are
smoothing out the dalet of echad which symbolizes rigid rules, boundaries and regulations more exacting than a science, and slowly but
surely that yip will become chiseled away. Instead of having in our possession a Torah of Hashem Echad will be transformed into a modernized
INK 78 with a Reform conversion, a liberal agenda, with a sprinkle of diluted Torah just here and there. This slow removal of the yIj of the
letter dalet is hinted in the measurement of two times the word nav which is gematriah 98 including the word. 2x98=196=YIj1. The spiritual
walls in the minds and hearts of Am Yisrael were slowly being dismantled and this process of the inner churban therefore caused the physical
walls to also to disappear tefach by tefach.

This parsha brings the second section of the Shma vinw DN n'nl where it says DN10I D1211% NNQ' |9 DJ7 NNWN. The Rabbeinu Bachya learns
that are hearts will be seduced to turn our backs to Hashem because of the "good life" of our material success and serenity. One can also
interpret the word nnar as originating in the name of nar the son of Noach. The heart becomes captivated to the glitter of beauty and
glamour that the culture packages with enticing captions and bait. The heart becomes so hooked and brainwashed by the commercials that
the heart takes over the nia7n, the controls, that were formerly held by the head and intellect. The word ninn the brain and intellect, spells
nnin the wall. It is the heart's cravings that tear down the walls of righteousness values and heritage. The word nnat is gematriah nia7n.
D2117 NNa' the heart takes over the reins of the person and rules him. N71'av N11Ia Ny until it reaches the nadir of D'N%% DNTAVI DNYOI
DMNN you turn even farther from Hashem and worship strange deities. Your wall has crumbled and leveled to the ground upon where it once
stood high and erect protecting you from infiltration of your enemies.

In the Nacheim addition of the Tisha B'av Mincha we saynJina n'nX TiI2271 2'20 WX NNRIN ‘N DIXI N7 AR IR Hashem promises that even
though He destroyed the Bais Hamikdash with fire, nevertheless with fire You will rebuild her. As the passuk says | will be for her a wall of
fire around her and | will dwell inside with My Kovod and glory. May this future revelation of kovod Hashem immediately replace the Kovid
Virus that is in our midst 12'2'2 N1nNA. Let us together rebuild our inner walls.
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His friends and family still think and speak

of him often and remember the life lessons he
taught them about responsibility and love.
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Now Vou Kyow!
Inexplaining the Torah's choice of
words here of “you shall consume the
other nations,” the Malbim focuses on
the “food chain of the universe.”

He says, “lust as the domem (a non-
living entity such as soil) nourishes the
tzomeach (living things like plants) and
the tzomeach is the nourishment of the
chai (living creatures such as cattle)
and the chai is the food of the medaber
(speaking creatures, i.e. Man), so is the
medaber  “food” for the Torah-
observant Jew.

This is borne out by the words of Balak
who feared, “lest the congregation lick
up the area as an ox uproots the grass
of the field,” comparing the Jews’
conquest of his land to that of another
superior-inferior relationship in the food
chain, and by Kalev's comment of,
“Lachmeinu haim — they are our
bread,” referring to the giants of
(Canaan being easy fodder for them.

While the idea of “consuming” other
people is not to be taken literally, it
does mean that Torah Jews are to have
their needs met by the rest of humanity.
Indeed, the Gemara relates that when
Moshiach comes the nations of the world
will come to Hashem asking for reward
since all they did (such as building roads,
markets and bathhouses) was for the
benefit of the Jews who study Torah.

Thus, it behooves us to consider how
we are to act in order to rise above our
status as simply humans and infuse
ourselves with godliness, earning our
elevated status in this “food chain.”

Thought of the week:
When a2 Jew doesn't make
"Kiddush” i.e. keep himself holy)

the Goyim make ‘Havdala"
(and remind us that we're different.)
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“You shall consume all the nations... showing them no pity, and you shall not
serve their gods for it is a snare for you.” (pevarim 7:16)

One of the hallmarks of a Jew is that he is merciful. It seems at odds with our natures, then, for
the Torah to tell us to show no pity to the inhabitants of the land which we are conquering.
Surely Hashem is a loving G-d Who cares about all His creations. Why then does He seem to
wants us to cheapen human life?

The first part of the answer is that we must understand what is at stake. We must realize that
the two phrases in this posuk are cause and effect. If you take pity on them, and thus you
become close to them, you will chas v’'shalom come serve their gods. It is a slippery slope.
While we are to dwell with our neighbors in society, we are not to become enmeshed in their
culture or personal life, because this will lead to their values becoming ours.

There is a distinction between Jews and all other nations. They don’t have the same role in
creation as we accepted upon ourselves at Har Sinai. We took on responsibilities and mitzvos
that others don’t have. Even our relationship with Hashem is different because He has higher
expectations from us.

Isn’'t He the most merciful being in the Universe? Yes. More compassionate and loving than any
human, Hashem nevertheless has rules that may seem cruel to us. But that’s because we don’t
understand everything. There’s a bigger picture and He is painting it.

Some suggest that because the nations provide society with many necessary things, we might
be tempted not to destroy the nations who had come to live in Canaan and conquered it before
us. We might think it a waste to lose that benefit. Therefore, Hashem had to give us a very
specific and direct command to ignore our tendencies for mercy and listen instead to His word.

In Mishlei (12:10), Shlomo Hamelech says, “The wise man knows the needs of his animal, but
the mercy of the wicked is cruelty.” While it seems that the wicked man is expressing mercy, he
is actually creating a great wrong. The Malbim explains that the “animal” in question is our
physical nature. The wise person knows to provide its necessities and stop there. The wicked
person pursues every pleasure to provide for his “animal” and does inestimable damage.

Were the Jews conquering Canaan to show “mercy” to the inhabitants, this would have fulfilled
their humanistic desire to be kind, but would have thwarted their ultimate spiritual goals and put
them in grave spiritual danger. Further, having compassion at the wrong time can be deadly.
King Shaul left Agag alive and this led to Amalek’s remaining a nation and endangering the
Jewish People. One who has “mercy” on a terrorist who then goes and kills many others has
been cruel and insensitive to those people and their families.

All midos and attributes of behavior must be measured against the Torah’s scale, for only then
will they be truly good midos. There is no attribute worse than a good one used at the wrong
time. We are therefore adjured to override our natural tendencies and follow our minds rather
than our hearts, and Hashem’s guidance rather than our “guts.”

R’ Abba Zalka Gewirtz z’l, was a rabbi in Bradley Beach, NJ and Waterbury, CT. One day, a

congregant came to him to discuss schooling for her children. They were getting older and the
local day school couldn’t accommodate them. He advised her to send them away to Yeshiva.

“Rabbi,” she cried, “I can’t send them away. [I'll lose them!” “Shirley,” responded R’ Abba Zalka
with sincere emotion, “If you send them to Yeshiva they will give you nachas for the rest of your
life. But if you DON'T send them away, then you will lose them!” Shirley didn’t listen.

Years later she came back. “Rabbi Gewirtz,” she sobbed. “You were right. | didn’t send them
away... they didn’t go to Yeshiva to study Torah... and now I've lost them.”
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