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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY

come across the idea of Maaseh Avos Siman Ubonim. Utilizing

that profound concept can open a panoramic view of Olam

Hazeh, realizing Kadosh Baruch Hu’s reason for creating man,
teaching us the Derech Hashem to this very day. Just as each of our Avos
specialized in their own unique Avodas Hashem, so too each of our Avos
had a distinct niche in their Maaseh Avos Siman Cbonim. All together
they forged Klal Yisroel's DNA as detailed in Chazal of Rachmanim,
Baishonin and Gomlei Chasadim as well as others.

W hen trying to comprehend the Gadlus of our Avos we regularly

The Gemara (Berochos 26b) teaches that oupn max mban, Avraham
created nmnw, Yitzchak created nmin and Yaakov created amyn. Parshas
Vayeitzei begins with Yaakov coming, unexpectedly to Har Hamoriah,
experiencing an early sunset and Davening Maariv. We wonder, what
would have happened had Hashem not tampered with nwxaa nwyn
and let the sun run its course? We can assume that Yaakov would have
Davened Mincha. It seems that Hakadosh Baruch Hu devised it all to
ensure that Yaakov Davened Maariv. There is an pmy here that needs to
be explored.

Meforshim understand that the Nisyonos and misfortunes of Yaakov’s
life are the Maaseh Avos Siman Lbonim of Klal Yisroel’s being driven
into Galus. Both his departure now from his parents’ home, from Eretz
Yisroel and his exodus (46:1) to meet Yosef in Mitzrayim correspond to
the two times we were driven out of our land. Yaakov is the Av of Galus.

The Meshech Chochmo (46:2) takes note of the fact that the only Av
that Hashem appeared to in A DREAM was Yaakov and both times as
he was about to leave Eretz Yisroel, here in x¥n and in wan. Rav Meir
Simcha, employs a common metaphor of night referring to Galus, a
time of various difficulties. Therefore, both times before Yaakov heads
into “Galus” Hashem appears to him with the promise to continue to
guide him, to be governed by the same n'van nmawn he had “during the
day”. He aptly compares 2myn to the n>an of the “night of Galus” How
hard it is to Daven in Galus knowing that we have been banished from
our homes, murdered and tormented AS IF Hashem no longer cared.
Could it be that Hashem still listens to our anguished words of prayer,
would Klal Yisroel’s heartfelt “Krechtz” reached on high? Yaakov Aveinu
taught us, that even m>5a our Tefilos are heard, listened to and somehow
answered-mxy o 'n a2, That lesson would have been lost had if Yaakov
had only Davened Mincha and not Maariv. The Av of Galus HAD to
Daven Maariv.

Rashi (28:17) provides us with Yaakov’s road map-starting from Baer
Sheva -heading north-passes Yerushalayim, passes Bais-El and heads
northeast to Choron where he is moved by the emotion of; I passed oipn
"max Yoonnw, my Avos Davened in Yerushalayim and I did not. Yaakov
heads back south and experiences a 7111 n¥'np. (see Rashi and Ramban
there)

Meforshim wonder why he was not moved the first time he passed
Yerushalayim and what changed in Choron. It might be because Choron
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is outside of Eretz Yisroel, and Yaakov had to create a situation where a
Yid, IN GALUS, can still be moved by that sensitivity, have the capacity
despite it being dulled by the darkness, to want to go and be S>ann where
his Avos Davened. The impassioned yearning for Yerushalayim that our
history is filled with had to have its roots in Chutz LAretz. We all know
that our Zaides and Bubbehs would have walked barefoot through the
snow across Europe to make it to Yerushalayim.

This might be an understanding in the Rashi (ibid) who envisions a
new kind of 7770 nwop, which he prefaces with “"mx »x. The reason
Yaakov reached Har Hamariah so quickly was because Hashem moved
it to Beis-El. Ramban is very much opposed to this idea and discredits
it as not being “speed”. When we have the Bais Hamikdash and a Yid
feels the desire to revel in its Kedusha, he can get up and go there. But
without a Mikdash, in Galus, the Yid has no place to go. In the heavens,
however, such “Heiligkeit’, such a holy emotion, emanating from a
dark corner of the earth cannot be ignored. Yaakov Aveinu created for
all of his descendants, filled with the emotion of wanting the nuntp of
Davening where our Avos Davened-Hashem brings the Mikdash to
you-because in Galus we have nowhere to go. (A similar concept is
found in other places as well-with the 1w we are all transported 795
o295 the Chanukah Menorah in our homes carries with it the Kedusha
of the Menorah in the Mikdash etc.)

From the vantage point of viewing Yaakov as the Av of Galus, the Vilna
Gaon, again, opens our eyes. The Galus of Mitzrayim is the blueprint
for all of Klal Yisroel's Galuyos-wanderings. The Geula of Mitzrayim is
likewise the model for the Geula we are all awaiting as promised by the
Navi Micha (7:15) mx5n1 %1% 0™¥n yaxn nxy 0 (see Rabeinu Bachaya
at the end of Shemos). Teaches the Gaon, the Maaseh Avos Siman
Lbonim for Mitzrayim was Yaakov in the house of Lavan. We know
Yaakov left Lavan’s home with great wealth, so too we left Mitzrayim
b1 wiona. Yaakov used a stick (see Meforshim) to inspire the sheep,
Moshe used his non. Both Lavan and Pharaoh chased us at the end of
the third day. This is why, explains the Gaon, our Mitzvah of nx»y ma
D™Myn, to pass on to the next generation our saga in that Galus, begins
with the story of Lavan because Yaakov’s Galus is where it all came from.

Says the Gaon, if you follow the whole story-blow by blow-you will see
how it fits perfectly. His words are; p1pmw mb nwyni b3 1" (maybe in
another article?) (Tikunei Zohar quoted in mmnn 5y X"an "w1ion)

Our mission is to take advantage of Yaakov’s lesson to us: to Daven in
the middle of the night of Galus-73> oma-for the Geulah to come and
redeem the children of our Avos-1pa> oimwn- awaiting the sunrise of
the great day x"1a.

May we all be Zocheh.
»Prf e )V
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MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the leadership of Rav Chaim Zev Levitan and is dedicated to oider Bais Medrash bochurim who have
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How awesome is this place — nta DIzan X111 nn
The great Rav Aharon of Karlin was one of the students of the
Maggid of Mezritch. It is told that once, in the middle of the
night, when R’ Aharon was involved with his learning, he heard
a knock on the door. R’ Aharon asked, “Who’s there?” The
response was, “l am”. R’ Aharon went back to his learning and
he did not open the door. Once again there was a knock at the
door and again R’ Aharon asked, “Who’s there?” Again the
response was, “I am.” This went on for several times until R’
Aharon asked, “Who is ‘I’?” The man on the other side of the
door replied, “We learned together by the Maggid and now |
am on my way home and | thought | would make a side trip to
your home to see how you are.” R’ Aharon told him, “If after all
the time that you were by the Maggid you still call yourself ‘I’,
then you haven’t learned anything by the Maggid. By the
Maggid we learned that there is only one ‘I, and that is
HaKadosh Baruch Hu Himself.”

When Yaakov Avinu was on his way to Lavan, he merited that
many miracles would occur for him. Among them he dreamed
the famous ‘Dream of YaakoV’, that aside from the ladder and
the angels, he had the revelation from HaKadosh Baruch Hu
Who guaranteed him many guarantees, and what did Yaakov
Avinu say when he got up from his sleep (28:17)? ox > o7 I'N'
‘077X N — ‘This is none other than the abode of G-d’. He did
not base the G-dly revelation on his merits, even though he had
spent fourteen years in the yeshiva of Shem and Eiver and he
did not sleep even once in a bed. He did not consider this at all,
rather, he made everything dependent on only one thing
(28:16), 'nTn DIZN2 N W PR MR IMIYN 2py v’ - ‘Yaakov
awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely, Hashem is in this place.”
At times, everyone has ‘achievements’ and in general, the
nature of the person is to say to himself, ‘I must have done
something right to deserve this’ but he never says, ‘Surely,
Hashem is in this place’. HaKadosh Baruch Hu gives you a
present and what do you attach this to? This can be spiritual as
well as mundane, we must always remember that whatever we
have, everything is a present from the Creator. If you can daven
with kavanah, or learn in depth, as much as you have to,
remember to thank Hashem for this, since this was not in your
merit, this is the foundation to elevate 'Dmwn Ww N1l' — ‘this
is the gate of the heavens’.

- TivHaTorah - Vayeitzei
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‘The wonders in the ways of Hashem’ — "a 27712 NIX79Y’
We made an insurance claim because my wife was severely injured by a
bench that fell on her leg at a family occasion.

We argued in court (with the approval of Bais Din), that the insurance
company was liable because the shul near us was at fault and they
should pay for the damages incurred by the injury since we borrowed
the benches from the shul. After hearing all arguments, the court
decided that the shul was in fact responsible for a small portion of the
injuries and the insurance company was responsible for the majority of
the expense but only after we received the money from the shul.
| discussed it with my wife and | told her that my heart was pounding, |
did not want to take money from sanctity, particularly because the truth
of the matter was that they were not totally responsible, and we only
blamed them so that we could get reimbursed. After discussing the
matter, and despite that we really needed the money, we decided that
we cannot take money from the shul and without a doubt, Hashem
would reimburse us from His vast storehouse.
‘Said and done!!l” We immediately contacted the gabbaim and
informed them that we would not take any money from them. They
approached us with the full payment that they were obligated to pay
and we signed the receipt that we received the full payment. At the
same time, we donated the money right back to the shul and in this way
we fulfilled our full obligation and we could go to court with the receipt
that it was paid in full and we did not say anything false, since we had
received the obligated payment on their part.
The donation to the shul was on motza’ei Shabbos. Afterwards | jokingly
said to my wife: “You should know that we should soon hear about an
inheritance from a grandmother or some other windfall of money...
wonders in the ways of Hashem!!1”
Two days later, my mother-in-law called and told my wife that her
grandmother who had passed away some years ago had left an
apartment that they just sold and she wanted to give all the children a
part of the inheritance for the grandchildren.
On Thursday the money was already in the bank account, almost the
exact amount that we gave back to the shul. We were sure that we
would see further salvations for not taking the money, but | did not want
to wait to publicize the story to show what happens when there is faith
and trust in Hashem Who has many ways to repay ‘and whoever listens
to Me never loses’.
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A7V TV X IR
Do not be afraid, My servant Yaakov

(2n:X7) D''7IR QXN 19D YA NINE MY DX
G-d saw my wretchedness and the toil of my hands (31:42)

Seven will knock down a Tzaddik and he will get up -Dp1 7'Tx 719! yaw
Yaakov Avinu, the chosen one of the avos, approached with trembling and
awe, the task of establishing Klal Yisrael, with the twelve tribes of Hashem. He
left while he could still feel the blessings of his father, to receive the dew of
the heavens and the abundance of the earth and be mighty over his brother.
He thought his way would be lined with roses. He thought his journey would
be shortened. He would find a shidduch set aside for him on a silver platter.
His portion would be that of great wealth and belongings. He would then
return to his studies and his pure and heavenly service.

But the One Who knew the generations from the outset planned differently.
Already at the outset of his journey his brother Eisav’s son Eliphaz chased after
him at the direction of his father and he wanted to kill him. Miraculously, he
survived naked and without any belongings, just his life was spared. After
having been left with nothing, he hid in the Beis Midrash of Shem and Eiver for
fourteen years where he toiled in the holy Torah. From there, after years of
toil, he left for his ultimate destination — Charan. But, when he bypassed the
place where his fathers had prayed and he did not stop, he jumped backwards.
There he merited the revelation of the Shechina and the promises of
safekeeping and blessing, as it states (28:13-15) 77 N2y 2OW NNX MUK YIRN'
NNTRN NNOYN 72 )2 127221 ...AXIDI YIRN 19D WAT I WAT2E NINK
TINTN NMNTRN 78 INAYNI 170 WWR 752 ' RNNYI Ry DIR NNt Wl — The
ground upon which you are lying, to you will | give it and to your descendants.
Your offspring shall be as the dust of the earth and you shall burst forth... and
all the families of the earth shall bless themselves by you and by your offspring.
Behold, | am with you, and | will guard you wherever you go, and | will return
you to this soil.”

After these words (29:1), 'I'220 2Apy' Xw'' — ‘So Yaakov lifted his feet’, Rashi
explains — Once he was imparted with good tidings, that he was assured of
being guarded, his heart lifted his feet, and it became easy to walk. He thought
that his trials and tribulations were over and from here on only open kindness
and good would surround him. However, from there he continued to Lavan
HaArami’s house where tried every trick in the book on him. He had to tend
the sheep morning and night, winter and summer, heat and cold, all this while
constantly bombarded with lies and tricks. He accepted all this so he could
marry his soulmate — Rachel. Then he was tricked again and he was given her
sister Leah with the argument that (29:26) "...n'vxn NN7 MmN P nWy' X7'
— ‘Such is not done in our place, to give the younger before the older.”

From the beginning everything was upside-down — Yaakov sat calmly learning
Torah and service in the house of Yitzchak and Rivka, surrounded by and close
to his father and grandfather. Now, due to the power of the blessings that he
received, he was forced to run here and there, attacked from all sides,
suffering poverty and tribulations from Eliphaz and Lavan, serving others
instead of (27:29) 'nmx7 17 uNnw'1 omy ITav' - ‘Peoples will serve you, and
regimes will prostrate themselves to you’, he became poverty stricken instead
of 'NX7 71aa niIn' - ‘be a lord to your brothers’.

Even after receiving an express guarantee from the Creator Himself,
everything still worked against him. He worked seven years for Rachel and in
the end was given Leah. He then again worked with the flock for another seven
years for Rachel. Then he was detained for another six years working as a
shepherd for Lavan. This was another chapter with Lavan, always tricking him
and lying to him, stealing from him and shortchanging him. He changed his
wages tens of times, until he was forced to run away in the middle of the night
with his wife and children as if he were one of the thieves.

A lesson and encouragement for generations — NINIT? ZIT'NI TIN'™?
This teaches us a way of life, when we plan to bring something
precious to life, that the way is strewn with tribulations and deception.
It is only in this way was it possible to establish Klal Yisrael.
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Something that comes easily, without exertion and stumbling
blocks, one must be cautious that it did not tem from the yetzer
hara. When one is faced by numerous challenges and hindrances,
this is a sign that the matter is important. That is why the yetzer
and its minions are not allowing the project to go through easily.
Only by overcoming its powers, will one succeed and HaKadosh
Baruch Hu will complete it for him.
Even now in our generations, anyone who begins and is
encouraged in the service of Hashem, it is just then that difficulties
and obstacles pop up against him. The person stands there and
wonders, ‘This is Torah and this is its reward? Before | even begin
doing this mitzvah all these things are happening to me.” This can
cause him to weaken his service because it seems to him that he
is not wanted nor his service. So this is an encouragement and a
lesson for all future generations that whatever happened to our
holy forefathers, are the foundation for all future generations
after them. This is why the Torah wrote these lengthy narratives.
They are not just stories. Rather, the truth is that the stories are
like all the mitzvos in the Torah and they are lessons for all future
generations. The holy avos withstood challenges that confronted
them on the paths they were taking.

The trust in Hashem — pwa jInVaN
We would also like to point out another moral lesson in the
shidduch of Yaakov Avinu. We must first point out that we have
no concept of the comprehension and ways of the holy avos since
they were so exalted. However, we can understand a moral
lesson. Because the ground shrunk to facilitate the journey for
Eliezer, Avraham’s servant, and immediately Rivka showed up at
the well. Besuel who wanted to block the shidduch was punished
and Eliezer immediately went on his way and she became
Yitzchak’s wife. In contrast to this, when Yaakov Avinu left on his
journey, all these stumbling blocks happened to him and a long
time passed before he reached his destination, and even once he
reached it he was detained for many days and the matter cries
out, explain it.
The explanation is that when Eliezer left, it was a prayer from the
depths of the heart that Hashem should prepare someone
appropriate for him, since he did not know how to turn right or
left. Therefore, he asked Hashem to guide him on the true path,
as we see from the passage (24:12) napn DX 77X "N mx’
1T DY TON nWYI DI'N 197 X1 — ‘And he said, “Hashem, G-d of
my master Avraham, may You so arrange it for me this day, and
do kindness with my master Avraham.”” And so, he merited Divine
Intervention every step of the way.
However, in contrast to this, Yaakov Avinu knew that people were
saying: ‘Rivka has two sons, and Lavan has two daughters. The
elder daughter for the elder son, and the younger daughter for
the younger son.” (Rashi to 29:17) He already knew who his kallah
was destined to be, so he was lacking a complete prayer of
request. Therefore, all these events took place to hold him back.
But, as we mentioned above, we do not have the slightest
comprehension of the greatness of the avos, especially since this
was the calculation of Hashem that the Nation of Israel would
sprout specifically through difficulties. It is enough just to teach
the future generations that when confronted by difficult times like
these, this is to prepare them with encouragement and hope for
their descendants.
Hashem Yisbarach should help that we merit to serve Him without
consternation and distractions, and we merit Divine Intervention
in all our undertakings.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Vayeitzei 5780
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

Yaakov Avinu Went to His Soulmate Rachel Imeinu
to Prompt HKB”H to Seek Out Kenesses Yisrael

In this week’s parsha, parshas Vayeitzei, it is fitting that we
examine HKB”H’s divine supervision. HKB”H orchestrates for
Yaakov Avinu to marry two sisters, Rachel Imeinu and Leah
Imeinu, the two women who built the House of Yisrael for all
generations. The people of Yisrael expressed this fact when
they blessed Boaz after his marriage to Ruth (Megillas Ruth 4,
11): n*a X QNY 122 WK 8YD1 RND N2 YR IRan WK DR TR
"ox w*—may Hashem make the woman who is coming into
your house like Rachel and like Leah, both of whom built
up the House of Yisrael.

It all began with the divinely preordained meeting of
Yaakov and Rachel. When Yaakov arrived in Charan, he began
conversing with the shepherds (Bereishis 29, 9): 231 ury”
NIR 3PP FIRT TWRD TR P10 AR AWK INER oY a8a Y1 ony
Yyn 1387 AR D01 3P WA MR MK 1Y RS NNT MK NR (a7 ns Ym
Um0 19 NN ORYT Dre apye pwrt N onR (e IR NN DY a8an oa
While he was still speaking with them, Rachel had come
with her father’s flock, for she was a shepherdess. And
it was, when Yaakov saw Rachel, the daughter of Lavan,
his mother’s brother, Yaakov came forward and rolled the
stone from upon the mouth of the well and watered the
sheep of Lavan his mother’s brother. Then Yaakov kissed
Rachel; and he raised his voice and wept.

Subsequently, Yaakov appeals to her father, Lavan, to be
given her hand in marriage (ibid. 18): 2181 Yra nx apy> anx”
"maupn N2 Yrnaa onw yaw 1rayk—Yaakov loved Rachel, so he
said, “I will work for you seven years, for Rachel, your
younger daughter. After completing the agreed upon seven
years of service, Lavan decides to deceive Yaakov; he secretly
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substitutes Leah for Rachel. Lavan invites all of the local
people to participate in his celebration (ibid. 22): nx 1% f1o8”
"mnwn Wy oipnn 2wk ¥o—so Lavan gathered all the people
of the place and made a feast. According to the Midrash
(B.R. 70, 19), they celebrated Lavan’s successful deception of

Yaakov all night long.

Truly, the wonders of Hashem'’s divine supervision are
beyond description! The union of Yaakov and Leah Imeinu
produced six shevatim—half of the entire House of Yisrael.
Meanwhile, Lavan HaArami and his guests were celebrating
the fact that Yaakov had been duped. As the author of the
Pesach Haggadah attests: "wsm nx =1pyY wpea 1a%1"—Lavan
intended to spoil everything; however, our Father in Heaven
had other plans (Tehillim 2, 4): "mY ay%» 't prws mnwa swr'—He
Who sits in heaven will laugh, the Lord will mock them.

As it were, HKB”"H was saying to the heavenly family: If
Lavan and his cohorts knew how essential the union of Yaakov
and Leah is to the establishment of the House of Yisrael, they
would not be rejoicing at all. After all, Yaakov and Leah are
destined to produce six shevatim that will fill the world with
their kedushah. Among them will be Shevet Levi, the tribe of
the kohanim and leviim, who will serve Hashem in the Beis
HaMikdash. Also among them will be Shevet Yissachar, who
will study Torah day and night; and Shevet Zevulun, who will
engage in commerce and support the scholars of Yissachar.
Leading them all will be Shevet Yehudah, the tribe of David
Melech Yisrael. The Melech HaMashiach will descend from
him to redeem Yisrael from all of its exiles and stamp out all
of the evil forces that oppose the forces of kedushah.
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This raises a perplexing question. If it was the will of HKB"H
that Yaakov Avinu also marry Leah Imeinu, why did He arrange
for the marriage to Rachel to be Yaakov’s primary focus and
desire? Notonly did Yaakov show no interest in marrying Leah,
but he only married her due to Lavan’s deception.

Yitzchak’s Mate Came to Him
Yaakov Went to His Mate

I would like to propose a wonderful explanation based on
a precious insight from the incredible teachings of the Ben
Ish Chai in his sefer Aderes Eliyahu (Haftarah for Parshas
Vayeilech). The navi says (Michah 7, 19): w125y 1nam=r am
TWR BMaRY 1o 2yt naR 1NN, onRue o oy mibiena Phwnt wnany
Jrap v 1niaxy nyaw: He will once again show us mercy;
He will suppress our iniquities. You will cast all their sins
into the depths of the sea. Grant truth (“emes”) to Yaakov,
kindness (“chesed”) to Avraham, as You swore to our
forefathers in days of old. To interpret these pesukim, the
Ben Ish Chai refers to the Midrash Rabbah related to the passuk
(Eichah 5, 21): "m7p>s 1w won 3w R ' uavwn’—bring us
back to You, Hashem, and we shall return, renew our days
as of old. There is an age-old, ongoing dispute between HKB"H
and Yisrael. Kenesses Yisrael says to HKB”H: “First, bring us
back to You, Hashem”; then, “we shall return” to You via
teshuvah. Whereas, HKB”H says to Yisrael (Malachi 3, 7): 121"
"Bo"oN 121wR1 *sR—return to Me and I will return to You.

To achieve a better understanding of this dispute, let
refer to the Midrash on this week’s parsha (B.R. 68, 3): w»
AT KT TTNN RD AT PrIRY IUER KD AT w1 ur DR 7Y XY
apy KX 29057 1110t BN 1o apys o83 ovvna There are those
who go to their mates; while there are those whose mates
come to them. In the case of Yitzchak, his mate came to
him (Bereishis 24, 63): “He saw, and behold! Camels were
approaching.” In the case of Yaakov, he went to his mate,
as it is written (ibid. 28, 10): “And Yaakov went.” Now, we
know that the relationship of HKB”H with Kenesses Yisrael
resembles that of a “Chasan” and “kallah.” This is evident
from the following passuk related to Matan Torah (Shemos
19, 17): "mamnan 1 @opbxn nxaph oy nx awn xer’—Moshe
brought the people forth from the camp toward G-d. Rashi
explains in the name of the Mechilta that the words “toward
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G-d” indicate that the Shechinah went out towards them like
a bridegroom who goes out to greet his bride. Similarly, it is
written (Yeshayah 62, 5): ™ppx by wowr nvs by 1nn wiwnr—
and like a bridegroom rejoicing over his bride, so will
your G-d rejoice over you.

Based on this introduction, the Ben Ish Chai purports that
when HKB”H says: “Return to Me and I will return to You”—
he is following the example of Yitzchak Avinu, who waited
for his soulmate to come to him. Hence, as it were, Kenesses
Yisrael must come to Him. Kenesses Yisrael, on the other
hand, are following the example of Yaakov Avinu, who went to
his soulmate, Rachel Imeinu, and made every effort to make
her his wife. According to this scenario, HKB”H, the “Chasan,”
must pursue his soulmate, in keeping with the words: “Bring
us back to You, Hashem, and we shall return.”

This then is the meaning of the navi Michah’s entreaty:
“He will once again show us mercy; He will suppress our
iniquities. You will cast all their sins into the depths
of the sea.” From the outset, HKB”H will make an effort to
purify us and cleanse us of our sins, in order to return us to
Him. One might argue, however, that Yitzchak waited for his
soulmate to come to him; that would imply that Yisrael must
pursue HKB”H and not vice versa. Therefore, Michah prayed:
“Grant ‘emes’ to Yaakov”—Ilet the true halachah accord with
Yaakov, who strove to seek out his soulmate. In that case, itis
also appropriate for HKB”H to once again show us mercy and
to seek out Yisrael.

Based on this understanding, he proceeds to interpret
David HaMelech’s prayer (Tehillim 14, 7): nymes 1180 00 m”
"HRTYY MY 2pYY YA 1y n1aw ' awaYRw —O0, that out of Tziyon
would come Yisrael’s salvation! When Hashem restores
the captivity of His people, Yaakov will exult, Yisrael will
rejoice. He pleads that HKB”H will bring Yisrael’s salvation
from Tziyon; that HKB”H will take the initiative to return
Kenesses Yisrael to Him. Then, “Yaakov will exult, Yisrael
will rejoice,” seeing as HKB”H decided that the halachah
accords with him—that one must seek out one’s soulmate.

This, in fact, is the halachic ruling in the Gemara (Kiddushin
2b): wox m? 25 (71-15 ©¥137) 771N TN 1A 2381 IR IYRY 22 Ran”

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NNYY NRID NIDTY
NP2 DY [2 NTIN' DNNANE DY NIIAT [2 DY 2PpY' NIV 2 ONI'A 501 N2 NdON

Parshas Vayeitzei 5780 | 2

OO



PRI AR DY 1Y @R YW 1997w a0, RS AWK 1vn 0o ans KY1,wR
1 Y At AR Y ARy IRy bwn e by ammb nws bw ot
JnTeaR Yy armm eaR Yya For it was taught in a Baraisa:
Rabbi Shimon says: Why did the Torah say (Devarim 24, 5):
“When a man shall ‘take’ a woman,” and it did not write
instead: “When a woman shall ‘be taken’ unto a man”?
Because it is the way of a man to pursue a woman, and it is
not the way of a woman to pursue a man. It is analogous
to a man who lost an item. Who searches after whom?
Clearly, the owner of the lost item searches after his item.
This summarizes his delightful words.

“Grant emes to Yaakov chesed to Avraham”

It appears that we can add a fascinating tidbit to his sacred
words. Why did the navi associate Yaakov’s approach with
Avraham by saying: "mrmaRY 7or 2ppsY nax 1nn"—grant truth
(“emes”) to Yaakov, kindness (“chesed”) to Avraham?
Let us refer to an explanation from the holy master, Rabbi
Yehoshua of Belz, zy”a, regarding the words "nsbns mima"—
rightly merciful-in the Pesach Haggadah (Adir Hu). We know
that each of the Avos served Hashem with his own respective
midah. Avraham Avinu served Hashem with the midah of
“chesed”—Xkindness; Yitzchak Avinu served Hashem with the
midah of “din”—judgment; Yaakov Avinu served Hashem with
the midah of “rachamim”—an amalgamation of “chesed” and

“din” tending more towards “chesed.”

In the heavenly court, Yisrael are judged with all three of
these midos. This factis brought down by the Degel Machaneh
Ephraim (Vayeira) in the name of his grandfather, the holy
Ba’al Shem Tov, zy”a: 17v 1nnwa 1pT a8 21X 1A w1783 nyny”
197 NPT AWAR R 5 .07 AN O 3PP PRt onnss oo e
J’apYe1 pREe oaN nana oot A pw ox s nnR - The three holy
Avos comprise the Heavenly Tribunal; for, it is impossible to
be a fair and honest judge without the attributes of Avraham,
Yitzchak and Yaakow.

Now, suppose there is a difference of opinion between
Avraham—who relies on the midah of “chesed”—and
Yitzchak—who relies on the midah of “din.” In such a case, we

follow the principle (Berachos 43b): "y»snm 127 novn"—the
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halachah is determined by the third opinion. Here, that would
be the opinion of Yaakov, who relies on the midah of “rachamim,”
which is more compatible with the opinion of Avraham. Now,
seeing as Avraham’s “chesed” and Yaakov’s “rachamim”
constitute a majority versus Yitzchak’s “din,” we rule in favor
of the majority (ibid. 37a): "m»a13 mobn moa=1 r. As the Torah
teaches us (Shemos 23, 2): "n1my @221 »ainR"—favor the majority
in a dispute. This then is the implication of the words: mm”
"maYns—it is halachically correct and justified for HKB”H to
treat Yisrael with “rachamim,” in accord with the principle of
"mony oo R’ —following the majority opinion.

Based on this conclusion, we can view the dispute between
Yitzchak Avinu and Yaakov Avinu in a new light. In the case
of Yitzchak, his soulmate came to him; whereas, in the case
of Yaakov, he went in search of his soulmate. Now, regarding
Avraham Avinu it is written (Bereishis 11, 29): mnar np»”
"] I AWK W1 Y 0UaR WK oW ovwa oty 1ina—Avram and
Nachor took wives for themselves; the name of Avram’s
wife was Sarai, and the name of Nachor’s wife was Milcah.
The words: "m1ar np*’—Avram took—imply that he sought
out his soulmate. This agrees with Rabbi Shimon’s elucidation
in the Gemara above; he concluded from the words of the
passuk: "mwR wiR 1 *>"—when a man shall take a woman—

that it is the way of a man to go out in search of a wife.

Thus, we can suggest that Avraham Avinu—the paradigm
of “chesed”—went out in search of his soulmate, in order
to establish the halachic ruling that HKB”H should seek out
Yisrael as an act of “chesed” and return them to the fold
through teshuvah, as per the passuk: "mama 5x "1 uawn'—
bring us back to You, Hashem, and we shall return. In
contrast, Yitzchak Avinu, the paradigm of “din”—had his
soulmate come to him. For, he wanted to establish the halachic
ruling according to the dictates of diving judgment—that it is
necessary for Yisrael to pursue HKB”H, as per the passuk: 121"
"maY9R ARt *wx—return to Me, and I will return to you.

However, it was yet to be determined whether the halachah
accords with Avraham or with Yitzchak; until Yaakov Avinu,
the paradigm of “rachamim,” went to seek out his soulmate,
Rachel. Thus, he broke the deadlock, and it was determined
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that the halachah would follow the way of Avraham. Now,
seeing as we follow the majority opinion, this implied that
HKB”H, the Chasan, must seek out the kallah, Yisrael.

For this reason, we pray: "2on1my w1232 12212 21w"—He will
once again show us mercy; He will suppress our iniquities.
We beseech HKB”H to treat us with “rachamim” and return us
to Him via teshuvah. Now, if one argues that we must first
return to HKB”H, in keeping with the viewpoint of Yitzchak,
we should respond: “Grant truth ‘emes’ to Yaakov, ‘chesed’
to Avraham—the “emes” was determined by Yaakov, whose
actions tilted the halachah in favor of Avraham. Itis a man’s
responsibility to seek out and pursue his soulmate. As such,
it is fitting for HKB”H to return us to Him.

Rachel Imeinu Exemplifies the Soulmate
Coming to HimLeah Imeinu Exemplifies Him
Going to His Soulmate

Following this line of reasoning, we will endeavor to
explain why Yaakov Avinu wished to marry only Rachel
Imeinu; while HKB”H arranged for him to marry Leah first.
We find a tremendous chiddush in the writings of the Bnei
Yissaschar (Tishrei 2, 15). As pointed out, in Yitzchak’s case,
his soulmate came to him; while in Yaakov’s case, he went
to his soulmate. In truth, this is not entirely correct. For,
With regards
to Rachel, “he went to his soulmate.” As the Torah states

in Yaakov's case, we find both approaches.

explicitly, Yaakov loved her and pursued her (Bereishis 29,
18): “Yaakov loved Rachel, so he said, “I will work seven
years for you—for Rachel, your younger daughter.” On
the other hand, with regards to Leah Imeinu, “his soulmate
came to him.” Yaakov had no intention of marrying Leah;

their union was orchestrated from above.

It appears that we can explain the matter based on the
well-known concept of “ma’aseh Avos siman la’banim”—the
actions of the Avos foreshadow what will befall their children.
Here is what the Ramban writes concerning this concept
(Bereishis 12, 6): 1apa nixan nrw=aan ¥o2 101X 120,595 99 1nIR”
95 1IRT,TIRE 7775 120150 ST, DA Ay R, 200 PR nitias
meaa% 1w mary yeRw mm This principle, mentioned succinctly
in the Midrash Tanchuma (Lech Lecha 9), plays a vital role

o | — L — P —
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throughout the parshiyos involving Avraham, Yitzchak and
Yaakov. The events experienced by the Avos foretell future
events that their descendants will experience. It is for this
reason that the Torah chronicles their journeys, the digging of
the wells and all the other events that might otherwise seem
superfluous. They all foretell future events related to the

destiny of the children of Yisrael.

This explains very nicely a teaching in the Zohar hakadosh
(Vayeitzei 148b).
Mikdash. His departure from that site to go to Charan alludes

Yaakov slept at the future site of the

to the galuyos—the places Yisrael were exiled to after the
churban of the Beis HaMikdash.

The same idea is presented in the Midrash Rabbah (B.R.
68, 13) and also in the Midrash Tanchuma (Vayeitzei 2). The
latter explains that the malachim ascending and descending on
the ladder in Yaakov’s dream were the guardian angels of the
nations of the world. HKB”H showed Yaakov how they would
rise to power, and how He would cause their downfall.

This enlightens us as to why Yaakov Avinu initially
attempted to marry only Rachel but not Leah. For, he sensed
via his “ruach hakodesh” that Leah was only meant for a match
in which she would come to her mate. Therefore, seeing
as Yaakov’s departure to Charan alluded to the galuyos, he
wished to establish the halachah in accord with Avraham—
that the man must seek out the woman. For, that would serve
as a preparation for the geulah from the galuyos; HKB”H
would have to take the initiative in bringing Yisrael back, as
per the passuk: “Bring us back to You, Hashem, and we
shall return.”

However, in his dispute with Kenesses Yisrael, HKB"H
says: “Return to Me and I will return to you.” Therefore, He
arranged for Leah to come to Yaakov without any effort on his
part. This demonstrated His viewpoint that Kenesses Yisrael
must take the initiative; they must first perform teshuvah
before He takes them back.

In reality, both viewpoints are correct. With regards to
tzaddikim such as Yaakov Avinu—whose flaws are minor—
due to their righteousness, they are able to take the initiative

2=\ E 57 6= G =017 =R S (=
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and perform teshuvah. Thus, they fulfill the will of HKB”H:
“Return to Me and I will return to you.” This, however,
is not feasible for Jews who are not on that exalted a level.
Therefore, Kenesses Yisrael beseeches HKB”H to initiate the
process and draw them near: “Bring us back to You, Hashem,
and we shall return.”

Lavan HaArami Gave Leah to Yaakov
to Impede the Process of Teshuvah

Based on what we have discussed, we can begin to
comprehend why Lavan and his cohorts conspired to have
Yaakov marry Leah unwittingly. After all, they represented
the roots of the klipos, and they recognized that Yaakov would
pave the way for all of Yisrael. So, if Yaakov took the initiative
to go and seek out his soulmate, Rachel, this would prompt
HKB”H to take the initiative in seeking out His soulmate,
Yisrael, in keeping with their appeal: “Bring us back to You,
Hashem, and we shall return.” Therefore, they cleverly
conspired to have Leah take Rachel’s place—an example of
“his soulmate coming to him.” This would compel Yisrael
to take the first step and perform teshuvah of their own
initiative. Seeing as the yetzer hara and all of its forces impede
and prevent Yisrael from performing teshuvah of their own

initiative, they intended to delay the geulah in this manner.

When Eliezer
embarked on the mission to bring Rivkah back as a wife for

Let us provide support for this notion.

Yitzchak, Lavan and Betuel did not prevent Rivkah from going
with Eliezer. On the contrary, they encouraged Eliezer to
take Rivkah, as it is written (Bereishis 24, 50): bx1nza1 125 1921
mp T8 nPan nan 210 IR P PUR 927 Do1 RY 9270 R ' 1R
27t 3T WRD 1R 139 nex ot 791 Then Lavan and Betuel
answered and said, “The matter stemmed from Hashem!
We are unable to speak to you either bad or good. Here,
Rivka is before you; take her and go, and let her be a wife
to your master’s son as Hashem has spoken.” In contrast,
here Lavan cunningly substituted Leah in place of Rachel as
Yaakov’s bride.

Let us explain based on what we have discussed. Lavan
and Betuel were reshaim, wicked men opposed to Yisrael’s

= A N PSR\ ey (e e 7 ¢
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kedushah. Therefore, they agreed to send Rivkah with Eliezer
to be Yitzchak’s wife. By doing so, they wished to establish the
halachah in accord with Yitzchak—that a person’s soulmate
comes to him. This would necessitate that Yisrael would have
to perform teshuvah to begin with; otherwise, they would not
be able to leave galus.

This coincides amazingly with Lavan and Betuel’sresponse:
“The matter stemmed from Hashem! We are unable to
speak to you either bad or good.” They were alluding to
the reason they agreed to let Rivkah go—to establish the
The words “the

matter stemmed from Hashem” imply that Hashem follows

precedent that “a mate comes to him.”

His viewpoint that Kenesses Yisrael must first return to Him,
as per the passuk: “Return to Me and I will return to you.”
In this vein, they continued: “Here, Rivka is before you; take
her and go, and let her be a wife to your master’s son”—in
other words, his mate was coming to him. “As Hashem has
spoken”—that Kenesses Yisrael must take the first step by

performing teshuvah.

Here, however, Lavan adopted a very different tactic.
Yaakov Avinu went in search of Rachel—to establish the
halachah in accord with Avraham, so that HKB”H would have
to take the initiative by bringing Yisrael near to him, as per
the passuk: “Bring us back to You, Hashem, and we shall
return.” Therefore, Lavan deceived Yaakov by substituting
Leah for Rachel. Thus, Yaakov’s mate came to him in the same
way that Rivkah came to Yitzchak. As a result, the scenario of
a woman going to the man was the majority; it occurred with
both Yitzchak and Yaakov. This would compel Yisrael to first
return to HKB”H. In reality, however, Lavan was unwittingly
doing what HKB”H wanted. By sending Leah to be Yaakov’s
wife, the groundwork was laid for tzaddikim, who are on a
high enough level to take the initiative on their own to return
to Hashem.

Rachel Imeinu Prays on Behalf of Yisrael
for HKB”H to Take the Initiative

We can now begin to comprehend why it was heavenly
ordained for Rachel to die on the road. Thus, she would be
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able to pray for her children returning from galus. As Yaakov
tells Yosef (ibid. 48, 7): 7973 113 Y83 Yr17 25 mnn 1781 9R133 2IRT"
"BrY N3 KU NNAK 7973 0w 7I3PKRT NNaR XY yaR nnas mya—but
as for me—when I came from Paddan, Rachel died on me
in the land of Canaan on the road, while there was yet a
stretch of land to go to Efrat; and I buried her there on the

road to Efrat, which is Beis Lechem.

Rashi comments: “And I buried her there”: And I did not
even take her to Beis Lechem, to bring her into the land, and
I know that there are hard feelings in your heart against
me. But you should know that by the Word of G-d, I buried
her there, so that she should be an aid to her children
when Nevuzaradan would exile them, and they would pass
through by way of there (Rachel’s tomb), Rachel would go
out onto her grave and weep and seek mercy for them—
as it says (Yirmiyah 31, 14): “A voice is heard in the heights

(Rachel weeps for her children), etc.” And HKB”H answers

Shvilei Pinches

her (ibid. 15): “There is reward for your act, says Hashem . .
. and children shall return to their borders.”

Let us provide an explanation based on our current
discussion. As explained, Yaakov’'s departure from Eretz
Yisrael to go to Charan alludes to the galuyos. Accordingly, his
return to Eretz Yisrael alludes to the return from galus, at the
time of the geulah. Therefore, when Yaakov returns to Eretz
Yisrael, Rachel dies along the way. For, in the case of Leah,
she went to her bridegroom. Following her example, HKB"H
could argue that Yisrael should act accordingly and first
return to Him. In the case of Rachel, however, Yaakov went
to find her. Therefore, it is appropriate for her specifically to
pray for HKB”H to take the initiative and bring Yisrael back
to Him. This is the significance of HKB”H’s reply to Rachel:
“There is reward for your act. .. and children shall return
to their borders.” In other words, HKB”H will bring Yisrael
back, as per their appeal: "mamn 19x ' n3*wn"—bring us
back to You, Hashem, and we shall return.”

\Y;’
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck
he Medrash in this week’s Parsha writes: Hakodosh Boruch Hu
I Yosheiv U’Mizaveig Zivugim. Bito Shel Ploni Liploni, Ishto Shel Ploni
Liploni, Momono Shel Ploni Liploni. The Medrash teaches us that
Hashem dedicates time to making matches. We all know that He
puts two people together in marriage. However, the Medrash also says
that He takes away a man’s wife from one person and gives her to another.
Finally, Hashem takes away people’s money and gives it to others.

There are several messages that we can extract from this Medrash. The
first is that people believe that their life is a constant. What they have,
they will always have. While people may speak contrary to this belief, their
disappointment and shock when life changes reveals their true thinking. No
Brocho can be taken for granted.

The next lesson requires us to read the Medrash further. The Posuk says,
Elokim Moshiv Y’chidim Baiso, Motzi Asirim Bakoshoros, that Hashem
takes people out of their situation ‘Bakoshoros’. The Medrash explains this
word as two words, B’chi V’Shiros, people react either by crying or with
song. Hashem will always do what is best for people. Despite Hashem’s
concern for people, they can choose their reaction. Ma’an D’bo’i Omar
Shiro, U'ma’an D’lo Bo’i Boche. They can either accept what Hashem did
graciously or they can cry their eyes out.

The combined message of the Medrash is that people should realize that they
see the world from their small bubble, unaware, or quickly forgetting, that
Hashem is outside of their vision but is nevertheless overseeing everything.
That awareness alone should convince people to see the events of their lives
with Shira, song, and not B’chi, with crying and complaints.

In Honor of Areivim & Those Who Help Us

Areivim’s 19" Year of Service to Klal Yisroel

s | traditionally do, during the week of our annual dinner | will divert
A from the usual Chinuch topics to discuss Areivim and the important
work that we offer the Monsey community and beyond.
| am often asked if our work at Areivim is getting easier or more difficult.
The answer is a mixed one. The challenges we face today were unheard
of ten years ago, which itself is made more difficult by the fact that those
challenges were unheard of ten years before that. This is true in so many
areas. Equally important is what each challenge leads
to. For example, mental illness & the popularity of
the internet have contributed to an increasing lack of
boundaries or acknowledgements of the existence of
systems and hierarchies.

On the positive side, parents are more quickly willing
to acknowledge the challenges they face and take the
necessary steps towards getting professional help
for themselves and their children. Another positive
development is that many of our former teenagers and their parents
are forming a growing army of dedicated people helping those doing
organizational work. It has been about 7 years since the last Baal Habos
asked me, “Is there really a problem with today’s teenagers?” | am always
pleasantly surprised at the amount of people willing to give back
to the community.

“T am ﬂlWﬂVS }Jlmmntlv
surprised At the amount of
an}yle Willing to giVe back.

to the community. ”

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

Over the years, | have learned that Klal Yisroel always adapts to confront their
emerging needs. | remember when | was younger, as a child of the Holocaust
generation, Klal Yisroel was seeing not only the rebirth of Frum individuals
but also of families and entire communities. Our communities were healthy
and most of the families | knew were completely self-supportive, able to take
care of their financial, Chinuch, and emotional needs. (This does not deny
the many deficiencies that resulted from the scars endured by the Holocaust
generation, which we are still affected by.)

Therefore, as our community grew in size, community,
andYiddishkeit, our emphasis was with what was needed
at that time, the Mitzvohs of Bain Odom Lamokom.
Yeshivas, Bais Yaakovs, Minyonim, and Shiurim were
forming everywhere. People focused on beautifying
Shabbos- and Yom Tov-related Mitzvohs, happy to spend
significant monies for those Mitzvohs. The need to
dedicate resources towards the Mitzvohs which were
Bain Odom Lchaveiro, although they always existed,
was less prominent and therefore it did not attract significant communal
attention.

Around 25 years ago, our communal needs changed and Klal Yisroel adjusted.
Instead of focusing our efforts on Mitzvohs Bain Odom Lamokom, the
community required a shift to the (generally) more important Mitzvohs that
are Bein Odom L'chaveiro.
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In addition to helping one’s neighbors, | include the Mitzvohs among people
to which many of us are oblivious, yet should be our first priority, treating
our spouses, children, siblings, and parents with the respect they deserve,
the support they need, and to commit to standing by them regardless of the
cost. As a child, | do not remember a deliberate focus on learning how to be
better husbands, wives, and parents. We just did our best and expected those
around us to consider what we offered to be satisfactory.

For many years we didn’t understand the need, and then we couldn’t grasp
the extent of our Bain Odom Lchaveiro responsibilities. As a result, our
community eroded, our families splintered, and our children suffered. But, as
in the past, we are adapting to Klal Yisroel’s needs.

Initially, even when we realized that we had to offer one of our children more
attention and resources, we could not grasp the extent of what was being
asked of us. We would approach our challenging children in an oversimplified
manner. We would buy them things and assume they would be happy. We
would pay for the therapist and assume that we did our job. We didn’t invest
ourselves or our hearts. This too is changing.

Recently, in increasing numbers, | am taking boys out for lunch whose parents
| took for lunch years ago. While this may seem like a lack of success, | am
finding these parents much easier to work with than their parents and, as
a result, | am meeting their own children before they are true problems.
Many of them are still in mainstream schools. All that is asked of me is some
tweaking instead of the crisis intervention required with their parents.

Parents are acting as mentors and some of them are good ones. This is
something | have been advocating for years (a lecture that | posted to Torah
Anytime describes the differences between the typical parent and the parent
who acts as a mentor). Parents are asking me if they should take a week off
from work to go with their son or daughter on a vacation. That is a serious

undertaking, yet some parents understand what is needed and the parent is
just waiting for my approval before they purchase tickets.

Parents are telling me to advise them without consideration of the cost,
even when they have little money of their own and their child has not
spoken to them in months. They understand that their responsibility is not
dependent on their present relationship with their child. Instead, they have
an independent responsibility to their child.

At Areivim, we have helped with this transition. Recently, parents are calling
and asking to give back to the community. Areivim consists of two categories
of staff members. Paid, and a growing list of volunteers, many of whom are
paying back, even if only indirectly, because they have been helped when they
needed it most.

| would like to conclude with a personal thank you to everyone. The last few
years have shown an increase in people appreciating our work and dozens
of people have shown me a kinship, even a friendship, the likes of which had
been missing until recently. To all my friends, your friendship gives me energy
every day.

In conclusion, | want to dedicate this article to Klal Yisroel and our increasing
realization that we are responsible for ourselves, our children, and for all of
our brothers and sisters. Kol Yisroel Areivim Ze Boze is more than a slogan.
We have all been humbled and realize that it is our moral obligation and
we will be judged in Shomayim according to our achievements in this area.
Please attend our dinner, either to continue your commitment to Klal Yisroel
and what is one of today’s most pressing needs or to make your commitment
to help KlalYisroel at our dinner.

Story from "Torah Tavlin™ By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman

n the old cemetery in Krakow, Poland, lies an unmarked grave with the

following words: “Here is buried the remains of an unknown man - T'a!

1w 1'7v (Let his neighbor tell about him).” Apparently, the “neighbor” in

question is in the next grave over, that of the great tzaddik and author of
“Megaleh Amukos”, R” Nosson Nota Shapiro ZT”L, and the amazing story of
this unige gravesite goes as follows: Many years ago, a young man approached
the shammes of the Krakow chevra kadisha with a request that he wished
to buy the plot and be buried next to the Megaleh Amukos. The young man
was unknown to the shammes or the community and so he dismissed the
request outright; how could a simple, unknown man be buried next to one
of the greatest sages of the generation? But the young man did not give up.
He took the elderly shammes to the side and said conspiratorially,“Do not
worry, | can afford to pay whatever you ask!”

At first, the shammes wouldn’t hear of it. But then, on impulse, he
mentioned a large sum of money and the man instantly agreed. In fact, he
pulled the money out of his purse and held it out. The shammes was well on
in years and in a moment of weakness, thought to himself,“So what if | took
the money? | deserve it after all my hard work.And besides, | am over eighty,
and this young man is not even thirty. By the time he leaves this world, there
will certainly be new board members, and at that time, who will be able to
get the money back from me?” So he took the money.

It took fifteen years, but as fate would have it, the young man passed away
while the old shammes remained alive.The chevra kadisha members, who did
not know about the secret deal with the old man, buried him in another part
of the cemetery as they would any unknown person in the community, and
the old man thought nothing of it.

That night, the younger man appeared in a dream to the old shammes
and demanded that he move him to the plot next to the Megaleh Amukos.
They had a deal, he accused, and he even paid money for the exclusive right.
The shammes paid no attention to the dream, but it repeated itself on the
next night, and then a third night. On the fourth night, the deceased issued a
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warning that if the shammes did not move him, he would be summoned up
to the Heavenly Court.

At this the old man became afraid, and he told the story to the esteemed
Rov of Krakow, R’ Yoel Sirkis ZT”L,also known as the Bach.The Bach rebuked
the old man for taking the money, and told him to distribute it to charity for
the benefit of the young man’s soul. But he would not consent to bury the
young man next to the Megaleh Amukos.

“But what will | do now?” said the old man with fear. The Bach told him to
go to the younger man’s grave and inform him that if there was to be a din
Torah in court, it would be here - in the Rov’s home - rather than in Heaven.

On the appointed day, the shammes came to the Bach’s house and saw
that a partition had been set up in the study. The Rov and the shammes sat
on one side, and from the other side they heard the voice of the dead man as
he argued that he had bought the plot next to the Megaleh Amukos and he
wanted to be moved there.

“You are unknown to us,” said the Bach.“Begin by telling us, what is your
name?”

“l am forbidden to tell you,” said the dead man. No amount of persuasion
could get him to disclose his identity.

“If so,” said the Bach finally,“How do we know that you are worthy to be
buried next to the great tzaddik? Therefore, if you cannot tell us your true
identity, we cannot fulfill your request.” But the dead man would not give in.

Finally, the Bach had an idea.“If your soul is really so great,” he said, “then
move yourself to the plot you want!”

The next day when the members of the chevra kadisha entered the
cemetery, they found the young man’s grave empty, and next to the Megaleh
Amukos they found a new grave which they had not dug. They decided to
erect a stone over the grave, but since they did not know the young man’s
name, they wrote only the words:“Iy™ 1'7y T'ar” - “Let his neighbor attest to
him.” This is the stone that remains in that ancient cemetery until this very
day.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

Parshas Vayeitzei and Tehillim 3 - A New Look at “24/7"

David Gurwitz

The recently famous - or infamous - expression “24/7"” applies in a special way to the life of a Jew.

We, of course, immediately might think that we are not bound by “24/7.” In one sense, this is true.
We have the gift of 24/6 and...Shabbos.

Dovid Hamelech says in kappitel 95 in Tehillim, *Mizmor shir leyom haShabbos...lehagid baboker
chasdecha ve’emunasecha baleilos - ...to proclaim his kindness in the morning and his faithfulness
in the nights.” Chazal tell us that this refers to Avrohom, who established Shacharis, and to Yaakov,
who established Maariv.

However, we can also learn how to break the sense of non-stop flow from day into night into day.

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l teaches us, in this parsha and its related Tehillim kappitel 3,
derived from the lives of Yaakov Avinu and Dovid Hamelech, how to lie down and how to get up,
not just physically, but with a sense of incredible gratitude. In doing so, we learn how to approach
the darkness of night and golus and mistake, and the joy of Hashem allowing us to get up every
day.

Kappitel 3 is also part of the full bedtime prayer, after Hashkiveinu and Hamapil and Shema and
kappitel 91, which we also read after lighting Chanukah licht, since it, too, addresses and adds to
the protection of light against the darkness that Yaakov Avinu provided in his establishment of
Maariv and in his later battle with the malach - which has a gematria of 91 - of Eisav. (Remember,
Chazal want us to start learning 30 days before a chag, and every day leading up to it.)

Rav Hirsch frames the context of kappitel 3, which addresses Dovid Hamelech fleeing from
Avshalom, by pointing out that the kappitel stands in the sharpest contrast to the grandeur of the
prior one, calling for the continuation of the individual directive in the first kappitel to be expanded
to the lives of nations to focus on Hashem’s moral law, because only ethical and moral strivings can
be sure of Hashem’s help. Rebellion and the reproach and judgment of his people deliver him up to
hopelessness and despair. Yet, just by simply lying down, sleeping, and being awakened again,
Dovid - indeed, all of us - can find assurance that Hashem has not forsaken us after all.

Per Rav Hirsch, Hashem comforts and brings new joy to the hearts of all those bowed down by guilt
and misery, by calling out to them the following: "By the very act of permitting you to awaken to a
new day, Hashem assures you that He will help you regain the lost purity and serenity of your life.”

How many of us can think about such a madreigah?

It is interesting that the English word serene sounds like the word siren, referring to a singing
sound. Serenity is musical!
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Rav Hirsch describes the first word of the kappitel, mizmor, as melody without words, connected to
zemir, cutting away, like zemirah, vine. Shir refers to the chanted word. He quotes the Gemara in
Maseches Pesachim (107a) that when the word mizmor comes first in any kappitel in Tehillim,
rather than beginning with L’Dovid, it means that Dovid's exalted song came only after the
depression, as a way to lift himself from the beginning negative state.

Let’s look at a similar lashon in both Parshas Vayeitzei and Tehillim 3.

Kappitel 3, posuk 6, states, “Ani shochavti va‘ishana hekitzosi ki Hashem yismecheini - I laid down
and I slept and I awoke because Hashem sustains me.”

In Parshas Vayeitzei (28:16), the Torah states, "Vayikatz Yaakov mishenaso vayomer achein yeish
Hashem bamakom hazeh ve’anochi lo yodoti - And Yaakov awoke from his sleep and said, 'In truth,
Hashem is on this place, and I did not know it.””

Rav Hirsch comments that Yaakov modestly points out the proximity of Hashem not to himself, but
to the place. His first thought is that there is no need to go up to Shomayim to find Hashem. He is
right here. The second thought is, “I did not know that Hashem and His Glory come to seek its
bearers amongst humans.”

In Parshas Vayeitzei (28:11), a version of the word makom is mentioned three times. The deep
sources tell us some fascinating aspects of the word makom that apply here as well.

First, Chazal tell us that all the small letters in the Torah of the 304,805 letters - like the small Alef
in Vayikra - add up in value to 186. The value of makom - Mem (40), Kuf (100), Vov (60) and Mem
(40) - is also 186. The "makom” of Hashem is where we find His humility.

Second, the four letters of Hashem’s Name, when multiplied by each other - i.e., Yud times Yud, or
100, then Hey times Hey (25), Vov times Vov (36), and Hey times Hey (25), add up to 186,
makom. What Yaakov felt was certainly true; since Hashem fills the world, all places are mystically
the makom of Hashem, as seen by the value of the letters of His Name multiplied, equaling the
value of the word makom.

Third, we also see a hint to Chanukah, as the Torah (49:10) says that the Sar Hamashkim told his
dream “/’Yosef.” “L’Yosef” is begematria 186.

My wife and I have both been deeply moved and influenced over the years by the words of Rav
Yitzchok Kirzner zt”l. His tapes and lectures are extraordinary. He says something amazing about
Tehillim from the point of the positioning of mizmor and /’'Dovid. He explains that Dovid’s life could
have left him focusing his writings and thoughts in the 150 kappitlach of Tehillim in a state of kaas,
anger.

Instead, he used his love of Hashem to devote his life and his expression of that love via the 150
kappitlach of Tehillim to Hashem and to His people - le‘ami. The gematria of both kaas - Chof (20),
Ayin (70) and Samach (60) - and le‘’ami - Lamed (30), Ayin (70), Mem (40) and Yud (10) - add up
to 150.

There are also 150 words in Ashrei, which also expresses, word for word, the essence of the 150
kappitlach of Sefer Tehillim.

Makom literally means, besides the word place, to get up. May we be moved by the thrilling
optimism of Rav Hirsch and Rav Kirzner, who extract diamonds and yesodos from the gratitude of
Yaakov Avinu and Dovid Hamelech, to enable us to break the “"24/7"” mindset and learn to stop and
appreciate and look for Hashem in our lives, starting when we lie down and as soon as we get up.
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Parashas Vayeitzei
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Yaakov departed from Beer-Sheva and went towards Charan. (28:10)

Chazal (Bereishis Rabbah 68) address the concept of
Heavenly intervention with regard to shidduchim, matrimonial
matches. We derive from Yitzchak Avinu’s shidduch that mei’Hashem
yatza ha’davar; “The matter stemmed from Hashem” (Ibid. 24:50).
The Midrash states: “There are those for whom their zivug,
pair/spouse, comes to them (as was manifest in the case of Yitzchak
Avinu), and there are those who must go to their spouse (as was
evinced with Yaakov Avinu, who had to travel to Canaan to seek his
designated spouse). What is Chazal teaching us with this statement?
It is a fact of life that some people find their designated spouse more
easily than others. Yitzchak did not have to travel to seek his wife.
Rivkah came to him. Yaakov, their son, experienced a much more
difficult shidduch process. He had to travel to find his future wives
and work twice for seven years before his actual match was
confirmed. This was not a case of “like father, like son”; Yaakov's
shidduch was not an easy journey. What novel idea is Chazal
introducing when they say: Some travel to their spouses; for others,
their spouses travel to them?

Horav Baruch Dov Povarsky, Shlita, explains that this
documents mei’Hashem yatza ha’davar, “The matter stemmed from
Hashem.” Not only is the identity of one’s spouse Heavenly
determined and designated, but even how and where the shidduch
will achieve fruition is all from Hashem. Hashem has His reasons for
every bit of “angst” that is intrinsic to shidduchim. It is all Heavenly-
mandated and included in the story of the shidduch of these two
people.

The Rosh Yeshivah explains why Hashem has arranged life
this way. Secular culture asserts that the successful marriage of two
people is the merging of two personalities and characters that are
able to interface harmoniously, together with their physical
attributes and appearance. As the Rosh Yeshivah asserts: Certain
colours blend perfectly with other colours. In the case of a shidduch,
too, it is an aggregate of varied natural and physical components
that blend together as one. It is not so simple. In fact, it has very
little — if anything — to do with a physical, natural standpoint. A
shidduch is a spiritual cohesion of two nefashos, spirits/souls; the
synchronisation of the neshamos of two individuals, male and
female, who were originally counted as one — separated — and now
have come back together. The spirits of this man and woman must
conform to one another, as they establish a spiritual congruence to
set the foundation for a successful marriage. Only Hashem can
accomplish this.

Each zivug is different. Some require very little action to
complete their zivug. For a couple, it was not necessary for Yitzchak
Avinu to go out “in search” of Rivkah Imeinu. Instead, she came to
him. Our Patriarch Yaakov required considerable toil in order to set
up his home. He was destined to travel to Charan, to live there for
years with his family. Furthermore, his time in Charan spanned
fourteen years, during which he learned in the yeshivah of Shem and

Ever. This, too, was part of the spiritual perfection process of his
shidduch.

Why does marriage have to be so spiritually accurate?
Simply, because through the vehicle of marriage, one is granted the
opportunity to bring down a neshamah, soul, from Heaven — a soul
that is implanted within the physical container (the child) comprised
of the DNA of both parents. Thus, the spiritual correlation of the
parents will impact future generations, as their descendants build
their homes upon the foundation of Torah values. A deeper reason
exists, however, for the perfection of the spiritual coalescence of
man and woman in matrimony.

Chazal (Pirkei Avos 5:1) state, “By means of Ten Utterances,
the world was created.” Pirkei D’R’Eliezer (3) states that the tenth
maamar, utterance, is, Lo tov he’yos ha’adam levado; ee’se lo eizer
k’negdo, “It is not good that man be alone; | will make him a helper
corresponding to him” (Bereishis 2:18). Thus, the creation of Chavah,
the first woman, was a complimentary creation that perfects the Ten
Utterances. Indeed, in the sheva brachos, seven nuptial blessings,
two blessings conclude with the words, yotzeir ha’adam, the
creation of man. One is for Adam, and one is for Chavah. We wonder
why the syntax of the tenth utterance differs from that of the first
nine. Hashem begins with (sort of) a preface: “It is not good that
man be alone.” Why did Hashem not present a similar preface to the
previous creations, such as, “It is not good that darkness be in the
world,” etc? Each of the creations could have been preceded with a
reason for their creation. The only one that stands out is the
creation of woman. Why is this?

Rav Povarsky explains that yetziras Chavah, the creation of
the first woman (and, subsequently, all of womanhood), completed
the creation of Adam. From the standpoint of the creation of
humans, Chavah was not a new creation. She, too, was a human
being, no different from Adam, but her creation comprised the
hashlamah, conclusion/completing, of Adam. This creation occurred
when Adam betrothed and married her. She then became his wife,
his eizer k’negdo. At this point, Adam completed himself. Hashem
served as the agent who facilitated their union by creating Chavah.
In the tenth utterance, in the last aspect of Creation, Adam
“partnered” with Hashem, as he completed the last component in
Creation.

We understand now why Hashem prefixed the tenth
utterance with the words, lo tov, while the others did not have a
prefix. Any creation which Hashem performed by Himself does not
require a “reason” prior to its creation. The last act of Creation,
which allowed for Adam’s participation, required an explanation, so
that Adam could understand its reason and purpose. With this in
mind, we have a deeper appreciation of the spiritual link between
two souls in matrimony. As husband and wife unite through
marriage, the husband becomes complete, his creation having
achieved its full perfection. A simple, physical merging of two
units/people would not generate such spiritual unity. Thus, husband
and wife would be deprived of their oneness.

Hebrew Academy of Cleveland
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And the eyes of Leah were soft. (29:17)

Why were Leah’s eyes soft? Chazal (Bava Basra 123)
explain that Leah heard the conversation of people who would talk
among themselves. “Rivkah had two sons; her brother, Lavan, had
two daughters. The older daughter is (apparently) promised to the
older son, and the younger daughter to the younger son.” Leah
asked concerning the nature of the older son’s endeavours.
(Obviously, if she were destined to marry him, it would be nice to
know what type of life she was destined to have.) The response was:
“The older son is an evil, base person, a thief who preys on the
innocent.” When she asked about the younger son, the reply was:
Ish tam yosheiv ohalim; “A simple, wholesome man abiding in
tents.” When she heard this, she wept copiously until her eyelashes
separated.

Horav Nosson Wachtfogel, zI, derives from here a lesson
concerning the enormous power of tears. It is well-known that
prayers have an amazing effect on achieving one’s goals. Hashem
listens to sincere prayer. We now see that tears (prayer with tears)
have an even greater effect, such that it is possible to abrogate a
decree. Leah Imeinu was well aware that forty days prior to her birth
a Heavenly decree had announced who her designated spouse
would be. How could she possibly change that decree? She was
supposed to fall to Eisav, an eventuality that she dreaded. She did
not give up hope. What was her secret “weapon”? How could she
hope to extirpate what had been decreed prior to her birth? Tears.
With tears, one is able to achieve what prayer alone cannot.

Chazal (Berachos 32) state: “From the day that the Bais
Hamikdash was destroyed, the gates of prayer have been closed.
Although the gates of prayer are no longer open, the gates of tears
are not closed.” While the depth of Chazal’s statement obviously
requires deeper clarification, one thing is clear: Through the vehicle
of tears, one is able to penetrate Divine sanctuaries which otherwise
are not accessible through prayer. Leah did not simply cry once,
twice; she cried incessantly, until her eyelashes fell off! Her tears
supported her fervent prayer until, finally, Hashem accepted her
plea to be free of the curse of becoming Eisav’s mate. He removed
her from Eisav’s domain and placed her in the domain of the Avos
ha’kedoshim, holy Patriarchs. Thus, she not only became a
Matriarch, she became the progenitress of six Shevatim, tribes, of
Klal Yisrael. She achieved all of this through her tears.

What is so special about tears? Horav S.R. Hirsch, zl,
explains that tears are the sweat of the soul. Tears emanate from the
heart. They are authentic. Real tears cannot be simulated. Prayer
that is accompanied by tears has greater efficacy, because it has
greater authenticity.

Throughout the annals of history, we have heard of gedolei
Yisrael, Torah leaders, who have achieved their pinnacle of
achievement due to their profuse weeping. Their copious tears
ascended Heavenward and made the difference. The Chafetz Chaim,
zl, had an old worn-out siddur, an inheritance from his saintly
mother, which he cherished and held close. He often declared that
whatever “little” he had achieved in his life was all b’zchus, in the
merit, of this siddur. His mother had prayed constantly from this
siddur. Her prayers were accompanied by her sincere weeping. For
what did she pray? — Neither for honour, nor for wealth; she
beseeched the Almighty that her young son grow into a talmid
chacham, Torah scholar, a G-d-fearing, ethically correct, Torah Jew.
Her tears made the difference, and we -- in fact, the entire Jewish
world -- are their beneficiaries.

297K IDRDR 12 WADN
And the Angels of G-d met him. (32.:2)

The word va’yifga connotes an unexpected encounter.
When the angels encountered Yaakov Avinu, it was an unusual
experience for them. As Horav S. R. Hirsch, zI, explains, Yaakov Avinu
was the first of the Avos, Patriarchs, who merited to have mitaso
sheleimah, that all of his children were righteous and followed in his
ways of serving Hashem. Even after living for twenty years in the
home of the evil Lavan, they emerged spiritually unscathed. The
level that Yaakov achieved was incredible for the angels to behold. It
was a momentous experience for them to see such a family on earth
(amid physicality and materialism) emerge so spiritually pure.

How did this happen? How does one succeed in imbuing
his family with such G-dliness? How does one (so to speak) bring
Hashem “down” into his home, into his life? The answer lies at the
very beginning of the parsha, when Yaakov had an otherworldly
experience, Vayifga ba’makom; “And he encountered the place”
(ibid. 28:11). It was in this place that our Patriarch had his famous
dream, in which “he met the Divine.” This vayifga was his
momentous experience; in which he encountered Hashem in this
world. In order to imbue one’s home/life/family with G-dliness, he
must see/experience G-d in his life, in this world. He must sense that
Hashem is everywhere, a part of everything that happens
concerning him and around him. When one feels Hashem/vayifga
ba’makom, then one can bring Heaven “down” into his life, so that
vayifgeu bo malachei Elokim.

Bringing Heaven down to earth, imbuing one’s earthly
endeavour with Heavenly meaning and focus, is what defines the
tzaddik, righteous person. The tzaddik sees Hashem in every aspect
of his life. The tzaddik, however, is a human being like the rest of us,
but as the root of the word tzaddik implies (derived from tzedek,
just/correct), the tzaddik acts exactly as his Creator wants him to act.
A tzaddik embodies Hashem’s paramount conception of the human
being. While the tzaddik does everything that the human being
does, he does it on a more elevated plane, a Divine level. To the
tzaddik, everything has purpose; everything has meaning: that
purpose and meaning are linked to Hashem. Thus, everything that
the tzaddik does allows him a greater connection to Hashem.

We find that even the term tzaddik is enhanced with the
added appellation, tamim. Noach is characterised as a tzaddik,
which is enhanced with the added appellation of tamim. Noach is
characterised as a tzaddik tamim, which is (at first glance) translated
as a wholesome/complete tzaddik. The commentators, each in his
own inimitable manner, offer their own understanding of these
terms, breaking them up into two levels, or standards, of
ethical/moral commitment. /bn Ezra and Sforno say tzaddik applies
to action and tamim to thought. Ramban opines that tamim defines
righteousness, i.e., complete in righteousness. Rabbeinu Bachya
defined tzaddik as a person who is careful with other people’s
property; one who distances himself from any vestige of thievery or
impropriety. Tamim is defined as shaleim b’chol midosav, one who is
perfect in all of his character traits. A tamim is ethically flawless in
his demeanour. His ethics are impeccable, all rendered so by his
commitment to Heavenly standards.

Horav Sholom Schwadron, zl, relates the story of an English
lawyer, a Jew by birth, but one who knew very little of his religious
heritage. He was the paragon of integrity and ethicality. He defended
a businessman who, he discovered later, was irreputable, a
scoundrel who had fooled him. The judge in the case felt that
somehow the lawyer was also involved, and he sought to have him
disbarred. The lawyer did not know what to do. His only error was in
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defending a thief. He turned to his good friend, a deeply-religious
Jew, who advised him to pray to Hashem for salvation.

The lawyer refused to pray. Apparently, earlier, at one point
in his life, he had promised Hashem that he would never again ask
Him for anything. He told his friend the incredible story of his
“promise to Hashem.” He had reason to be in Australia for a high
profile case. Since it would take some time to resolve the case, he
took his seven-year old daughter with him for company.

One day, the young girl suddenly developed a high fever.
This was the lawyer’s only child, and he immediately brought her to
a respected physician. After running a number of tests, the doctor
rendered his grim diagnosis: the girl was succumbing to an infection
that was invading her body. She had very little time to live. When
the lawyer heard the news, he broke down. He did not know where
to turn. He remembered that the last time he had been in shul was
many years earlier, at his bar mitzvah. He went in search of a shul
where he could pour out his heart to Hashem.

The lawyer walked for hours until he came to the frum,
observant, Jewish neighbourhood. He saw what appeared to be a
shul, and he entered. As it was midday, the shul was empty of
congregants; so the lawyer had the sanctuary to himself. He
approached the Aron Kodesh and began to cry bitterly. “Please
Hashem, | make only this one request. | promise | will ‘never’ bother
you again. Please let my little girl survive. She is all | have!” He
stayed a while, crying his heart out until he was spent. Upon
returning to the hospital to visit his daughter, he was greeted by the
doctor, who exclaimed, “Your daughter has opened her eyes!” It was
clearly a miracle, which the lawyer attributed to his fervent plea to
Hashem.

“Do you understand why | cannot pray to Hashem? | gave
my word that | would never ask Him again for anything. How can | go
back on my word?” The Torah scholar explained that Hashem looks
forward to sincere prayer, and this would not be considered breaking
his word. He listened. He prayed to Hashem. The Almighty listened,
and he was found innocent, and he was able to continue practicing
law.

Rav Sholom concluded the story with the following
inspirational words, “We see from here how Hashem causes events
to occur for the purpose of bringing those who are sincere and
wholesome in their faith closer to Him. Imagine how much He will
do for someone who is also G-d-fearing and fully committed to Torah
and mitzvah observance.”

Ethical perfection often demands that one be a vatran,
acquiescent and compliant. A demanding person will never achieve
temimus. This is demonstrated by the following story (which
appeared on these pages a while ago). A wealthy young widow
became ill and was called to her eternal rest. As she lay on her
deathbed, she spoke to her only daughter, who was then of
marriageable age, “lI am leaving you my entire fortune on the
condition that you visit the Rosh Yeshivah of a certain yeshivah and
ask for his very best student as a husband. This money is only on the
condition (obviously, it was contingent that the boy and girl would
be attracted to one another) that you marry the best bochur in that
yeshivah.”

The daughter adhered to her late mother’s behest, and,
after speaking with the Rosh Yeshivah, met with his suggested match
for her. The relationship went well; they liked one another, and,
before long, they were engaged. All was good and well until a few
weeks prior to the designated wedding day, the kallah, bride, heard
rumours that, indeed, an even better student was in the yeshivah.
She should have trusted the Rosh Yeshivah, but this is how rumours

wreak havoc on people’s lives — especially the gullible and
unassuming. The kallah became distressed, and the chassan, groom,
not wanting to cause her any added anxiety, “suggested” to her that
she would best be served by following her emotions and looking into
the other young man. They parted on good terms. The kallah
arranged to meet the other “best” student, and a match made in
Heaven achieved fruition. The young couple was married. The ex
went back to learning in the yeshivah where he once again achieved
“best student” status. Everyone was happy.

Six months passed, and the Rosh Yeshivah of a pre-eminent
yeshivah in Yerushalayim visited the yeshivah where this “best”
student was learning and asked his Rosh Yeshivah for his best
student. He was searching for a young man whom he could groom to
one day assume his position as Rosh Yeshivah. The suitable choice
was, of course, our original chassan, who, by now, in addition to his
scholarship, had developed an enviable reputation for his
extraordinary middos and high ethical standards. A position such as
this was the dream of every yeshivah student. It is a level to which
everyone aspires. Yet, when the position was presented to the
student, he demurred. At first, he refused to give a reason for his
refusal, but, after some prodding by his Rosh Yeshivah, he relented
and explained why he had said no.

The student was well-aware that this was a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity, but he felt that he could not treat his original
kallah, who was now happily married to the “best” student whom
she made sure became her husband, in this manner. How would she
feel when she discovered that the young man whom she had passed
over had just become a respected Rosh Yeshivah of a distinguished
yeshivah? She would begin to question her husband’s scholarship:
Perhaps she should have stayed with her first chassan; should she
forfeit her mother’s inheritance?

The bachur explained, “I could not allow this to occur. |
could not hurt this girl. Thus, | was mevater, graciously refused, the
position. Better | should not be a Rosh Yeshivah than aggrieve my
original kallah.”

We now have what | feel is an insight into the meaning of
tamim.

Va’ani Tefillah

WIPHR "7 Ny paw
Shema koleinu Hashem Elokeinu.
Hear our voices, Hashem, our G-d.

When we pray to Hashem and ask Him to respond to our
plea, we are asking Him to effect a change concerning a standing
decree. Hashem’s decisions are not arbitrary. Every decree is
determined by Heavenly wisdom; thus, it is correct and true.
Whatever Hashem does is right. If so, how can we persuade Him to
change His mind (so to speak)? Horav Yitzchak Kirzner, zl, explains
that prayer changes us — the supplicant — not Hashem, Who is
immutable. Through prayer, we become closer with Hashem. Horav
Chaim Volozhiner, zl, teaches that once we become closer to
Hashem, blessing inevitably follows. The reason for this
transformation is that when we come closer to Hashem, we become
different. By recognising Hashem’s Presence within our lives, a
change occurs within us — a change which enables Hashem’s
blessing to flow to us.

This publication is available worldwide via email and e-readers.
For info call: ISRAEL 02 532 6058 / USA (216) 371-7609 / UK 0208 420 4821
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The Well

‘A
bba, where did Yaakov Avinu meet

his wife, Rachel?”

“By the well.”

“And where did Eliezer meet Rivkah
Imeinu; Yitzchak’s wife?”

“By the well.”

“And where did Moshe Rabbeinu meet
his wife?”

“By the well.”

“Well, well, well. They all met by the
well. What’s so special about the well?”
“Excellent question, Esti. The Malbim has
a beautiful explanation that shows you
how deep the well really is.”

“Abba, you are so poetic.”

“Our sages relate a story about a well. An
elderly sage asked Rebbe Yehoshua how
to bring a well from the field into the
city. He answered, “Bind it with ropes
made of bran, and bring it in.”

“That is a strange question and answer,
Abba. It needs explanation.”

“Yes, Esti. All of the good that Hashem
bestows on this world is called “beer
mayim chaim” (the well of living waters).
He is The Source of all good, just as water
is the source of all life. When the Jewish
people are in their homeland in the Land
of Israel, the parable relates that the well
is in the city. When we are in exile and
the Shechina (Divine Presence) is in exile
with us, then the well is in the field.
When the elderly sage asked about bring-
ing the well into the city, he was really
asking about ending the exile and bring-
ing the Jews back to the Holy Land.”
“That is a question that we all want to
know the answer to, Abba.”

“Bind the well with ropes made of bran,
and bring it in.”

“Abba, you can’t make ropes from bran.
It does not stick together.”

“Exactly, Esti. The golus (exile) is due to
sinas chinam (hatred for an unjustified
reason). The Jewish people in this state
are compared to bran, which cannot stick
together. We do not love each other
enough to stick together.”

“What can we do to correct that, Abba?”
“The verse continues saying that three
flocks of sheep drank from the well. The
sheep are the Jewish people, whose
whole existence is from Hashem’s good-
ness. There is only one problem. There
was a big stone on the well, which could
only be moved by all of the shepherds
together. The big stone is compared to
the yetzer hora (evil inclination) and the
sins he causes, which block us from receiv-
ing Hashem’s bounty. When all of the
shepherds gathered together they re-

moved the stone and opened the well. So
too, when all of the Jewish people gather
together, we can open the well.”

“But Abba, the shepherds returned the
stone to the well after they watered their
sheep.”

“You are very smart, Esti. We have re-
turned to golus many times, even after
we have done teshuva. However, Rachel
then came to the well with her sheep.
Yaakov then took the stone off the well
by himself. In Yaakov’s merit the final
redemption will come, when Rachel
comes to the well with her holy sheep,
the flocks of Jewish people who thirst for
Hashem’s blessings.”

Kinderlach . . .

We have mentioned the importance of
unity many times. It is the key to the com-
ing of Moshiach. Be as nice as you can be
to as many people as possible. Now we
learn about another important point. We
have to thirst for the end to this golus. In
the 15" blessing of the daily prayers, (Es
tzemach Dovid avdecha) we say that we
wait for Hashem’s redemption all of the
day. When you are saying these words,
think about all of the pain and suffering,
poverty, sickness, and death in this world.
All of the tension and fighting between
people. The geulah (redemption) will
bring an end to all of this. Think of how
you are waiting every minute, for Hashem
to reveal Himself. Speedily in our days.

Ask Nicely

«“«
Bing me my book.”

“Bring it yourself, I'm not your servant!”
“You could at least do me a favor this
one time, after all of the favors that I've
done for you.”

“Favors? What favors? | don’t remember
any favors. I've already done a million
things for you, and you never thank me.
You only know how to ask for more.”
“Children, children, please stop talking
like this. Do you hear yourselves? How
are you speaking to each other?”

“What’s wrong, Abba? We're just having
a regular conversation.”

“This should not be your regular tone of
conversation. You are not speaking nicely at
all. Yaakov Avinu teaches us the importance
of speaking nicely in this week’s parasha.”
“Where, Abba?”

“*Yaakov said to them (the shepherds),
“My  brothers, where are you
from?”’ (Bereshis 29:4). The Shelah HaKa-
dosh points out that it is fitting for a per-
son to speak pleasantly, and with honor.
For Yaakov called these shepherds,
‘brothers’.”

“l see, Abba. He did not even know
them, yet he honored them by calling
them brothers.”

“Exactly. The Shelah HaKadosh relates
something even more amazing.”

“What, Abba?”

“Hashem said to Yaakov, ‘Return to the
land of your fathers’ (Bereshis 31:3). The
time had come for Yaakov’s family to
leave Lavan’s home. He was the head of
the household and they were obligated to
listen to him. How did he inform them of
Hashem’s command? He explained the
whole history of Lavan’s trickery to them
in great detail. He then described the
prophesy that informed him of Hashem’s
will. The Torah, which does not waste a
single word, writes ten verses to relate
Yaakov’s conversation. The Shelah HaKa-
dosh explains that Yaakov could have
commanded them directly. Instead, he
explained himself. It is fitting for a person
to relate his desires to other people in a
way that they will want to do his will.
Not just to command them directly. Even
if they are bound to listen to him.”

“l see, Abba.”

“If you would like your brother to bring
you a book, perhaps you can explain to
him that you are in the middle of writing,
and it would be difficult for you to get up.
Tell him how much you appreciate him.
Make him want to bring you the book.”
“Abba, you have not just commanded me
to speak nicely, you have made me want
todoit.”

Kinderlach . . .

There are two ways to say something, the
nice way, and the other way. “Get me a
glass of water!” Wouldn’t it be much nicer
to say, “May I please have a glass of wa-
ter?” “Finish your vegetables!” Perhaps
you can say, “Vegetables are so important
for your health. Eating them is really not
so bad.” Sweet words are the best spice for
those vegetables. Ask nicely, kinderlach.
Explain yourself. Make people happy to
listen to you.

All rights reserved to the author <* Please direct all inquiries concerning this publication to (02) 585-2216. #1099%
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28:10 “axan apy
“And Yaakov departed
from Be’er Sheva, and went to Charan.”
The Torah is telling us that Yaakov left
Be’er Sheva, yet the Torah did not tell us
prior to this that he was even in Be'er

hadl]

Sheva. One would assume that he was
with his parents in Chevron, and he left
Chevron. Why does the Posuk say that
he left Be’er Sheva?  Yitzchok told
Yaakov to go find a Shidduch by Lavan in
Padan Aram. If so, why did Yaakov go to
Charan?

The Torah could have just said
that Yaakov went to Charan. Why does
it need to mention that he departed from
Be’er Sheva? This is to tell us that the
departure of a Tzaddik from a place
makes an impression. For at the time
that Tzaddik is in a city, he is its
magnificence; he is its splendor; he is its
grandeur. Once he departed from that
place, its magnificence has gone away, its
splendor has gone away; and its grandeur
has gone away. ("wn)

The Posuk says that Yaakov left
Be’er Sheva — but wasn’t he in Chevron?
We know that Avrohom and Yitzchok
lived in Chevron, so it would seem fair to
assume that Yaakov left the house of his
father, which was in Chevron. Yaakov
Avinu wanted to leave Eretz Yisroel, to
flee from Eisav and to find a Shidduch.
Who gave him permission to leave Eretz
He left his home town of
Chevron and went to Be’er Sheva, to ask
permission from Hakodosh Boruch Hu if
he could leave Eretz Yisroel. Yaakov said
that if Hashem will grant
permission, then he will leave, and if not,

Yisroel?

him

he would not leave. The Posuk says, “ ¥l
apy” — and Yaakov left; he was granted
and therefore

permission to leave,

left.(ynw vip)

Rashi tells us that the Posuk
says that Yaakov left Be’er Sheva and
went to Charan to teach us that the
departure of a Tzaddik from a place
makes an impression. In what scenarios
does the departure of a Tzaddik make an
impression on the place they left? Is it
only in a scenario where the Tzaddik
resided long and

there a time

A Good Impression

accomplished much, or would it leave an
impression even if the Tzaddik was there
for a very short time? The Yalkut
Shimoni tells us that Yaakov Avinu left
Chevron and went to Be’er Sheva to

request permission to leave Eretz Yisroel
in search of a wife. We see from this that
Yaakov was in Be'er Sheva for a
temporary stay, yet Rashi tells us that we
learn from this that the departure of a
Tzaddik leaves an impression on the
place which he left.

conclude that even if a Tzaddik is in a

We can therefore

place for a very short time, he still leaves
a great impression on that which he
leaves behind. (7822 nin)

The Posuk is teaching us here
that the moment Yaakov left Be'er
Sheva, it was as if he already arrived at
Charan. Chazal tell us in Kiddushin 40a
that, “nwyn? noa¥n n"apn NaIw nawnn” —
When one has a good thought, he plans to
Mitzvah, before he
accomplishes that Mitzvah, or even if

do a even
something unavoidable occurs that does
not let him complete that Mitzvah,
Hakodosh Boruch Hu connects it to an
action, to make it as if the person actually
performed the Mitzvah. Being that
Yaakov sought to fulfill the Mitzvah of
Kibbud Av Va’eim, as they were the ones
who told him to go to Charan, as soon as
he left Be’er Sheva, it was as if he already
arrived at Charan, and fulfilled the
Mitzvah of Kibbud Av Va’eim. ('w7x).

This Posuk can be understood
based on Remez, that Yaakov left Be'er
Sheva, the world above, and went to
Charan, this world. “nipna vao1” — And
Yaakov attached himself to Hakodosh
Boruch Hu, Who is the o7y 7w mipn.
“DN D DT 'R DTN DIPRN KD NN R KT
o778 n” — Yaakov realized that
everything in this world is worthless, and
there is only one important thing — the
D'?7% N2 — the house of Hashem, that
which one does I’'shem Shomayim. Only
those things have a Kiyum in this world.
“pmwn Www 1’ — this world is nothing
more than a gate between this world and
the next world. Every person is given the
choice if he wants to enter the door into
the next world or to remain in this world.
(AxIAn M9 N)

DNIn N Na NR? nnwa 1017

The Torah does not tell us that
Yaakov went to Be’er Sheva. However,
by the Torah telling us here that Yaakov
left Be’er Sheva, we learn that he went
there to receive permission from
Hakodosh Boruch Hu as to whether he
should go to Charan, as his parents had
instructed him. Yaakov went there due
to the respect he had for his parents, for
he wanted to do their will, and it was
there that Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave
him a Havtacha that he would be taken
care of, and he need not fear. ("na n12n)

The Torah is teaching us a very
important lesson about how Yaakov lived
his life. Yaakov was a true Eved
Hashem. His goal was to do Rotzon
Hashem. The place that he resided at
any given time,
understanding of what Hakodosh Boruch
Hu wanted from him. It didn’t matter to

was based on his

Yaakov where he was and where he was
going as long as it was Rotzon Hashem.
Yaakov went to Be’er Sheva, to
find out if it was Rotzon Hashem to leave
Eretz Yisroel. The Torah tells us that he
left Be’er Sheva to tell us that he was
there for a short time, and his only goal
was Rotzon Hashem. Being that Yaakov
was so holy, his time in Be’er Sheva, even
though it was for such a short time, still
had a tremendous impact, and even more
so when he left. Every place one travels,
or ends up being “stuck” in a certain place
One must find the
reason and utilize it for good. Yaakov

is all for a reason.

certainly brought about tremendous
Kedusha in Be’er Sheva, and therefore
when he left, it made a tremendous
Roshem. The Posuk then tells us that he
went to Charan, although Yitzchok had
told him to go to Padan Aram — where
Hakodosh Boruch Hu had
Yaakov go to Charan, for that was where
Lavan was, and that was really what his
father wanted.

Lavan was.

When one serves
Hakodosh Boruch Hu in the proper
manner and always seeks to do what he
believes to be Rotzon Hashem, then
Hashem steers him in the correct
direction, and ensures that he is in the
right place at the right time. May we be
Zoche to truly serve Hakodosh Boruch
Hu and always seek to do

Hashem.

Rotzon

For guestions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetel@gmail.com Thank you, Y. Schechter
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WHO'S THE MAN ON TOP OF THE LADDER

Yaakov Avinu came to the place of the Bais Hamikdash and he slept there. It was here where he dreamt about the ascending ladder
to the heavens. When he awakens he exclaims (Bereishis 28,27) 198 w> ;' @1pn2 7777 21X R? "ny7 it is true that Hashem dwells in this
place and | did not realize it. Rav Shimshon Ostrepoli renders on these words a very esoteric meaning. He writes that there are four
faces on the four sides of the Kisay Hakavod, a lion, an angel, an eagle and man, 7% 2172 721 07X. The face of the man is no other
than Yaakov Avinu. Up until this time Yaakov realized that the R 2172 w1 were part of the Kisay Hakavod. However, he was
unaware that his own form was part of theKisay. Only during the dream he realized that even his countenance was part and parcel
of the Throne of Glory. This new understanding of Yaakov is alluded to in these words. 198 w° 73' 21pna 711, The word 398 is the
acronym of the three faces that Yaakov already knew were part of the Kisay Ri°7 22107117 It was only after the dream that he
realized that he himself 2py° represented the 07X. To this new addition Yaakov says 21k X7 °nv7 if did not realize the acronym
of 921X was on the Kisay N> 17w 5217 %2pY.

Even the malachim couldn't believe this incredible sight of seeing Yaakov the mortal man sleeping at the place of
the Bais Hamikdash and seeing his same face engraved on the Throne of Glory. How was this feat possible that a creation of flesh
and blood could reach such lofty spiritual heights to be in both places at the same time? Chazal describe their astonishment by
commenting that the malachim that were ascending and descending the ladder were the same ones. They repeated their ascent and
descent on the ladder to see the form of Yaakov on the Kisay and again to see Yaakov on earth, and could not believe that they were
identical.

Let us hear a deeper explanation in these words *ax%m1 °PPX 2°9w 077 12. The word 12 does not mean the ladder but rather in
himapy> for Yaakov was the ladder. The ascent or the descent of the malachim depends upon the Yid which also symbolizes the
letter yud of 2p¥°, the man on the Kisay. This concept is brought out in the Chazal that states that when Yanason Ben Uziel was
learning Torah, the fire that emanated from him would burn up a bird that happened to be flying over his head at the time.
The lashon of the Chazal is 73 q n797 %y WX 77wl However, there is another interpretation to this Chazal. The malachim have
different names according to their varying levels as angels.n is the lowest level of a malach while in comparison a 77 is on a higher
level. The madraigah of Torah which Yonasan Ben Uziel reached while learning was so lofty that even an 7% which was a lower
level malach, 7w, was elevated to the status of a 7 W.

Growing up | remember a song called He's got the whole world in His hand. This spiritual was written in World War Il by Obie
Philpot, a Cherokee Indian. It speaks of G-d as our creator and protector. Of course who else besides the creator can be referred to
with such an ability to have the whole world in his hand except for one who is holding a globe in his hand. Yet according
to Chazallehavdil this expression goes on every Yid every day that he is gifted with thetzelem Elokim and neshamah that can effect
with its thoughts, speech, and behavior the entire universe for good or for bad. His powers are likened to the ladder of Yaakov which
stands on earth yet reaches the heavens. The Baal Haturim writes that 2710 ladder is the same gematriah of 17 money. Money is
earthly and one never has enough of it always craving for more. Yet it is a ladder heavenwards for if it is utilized for chesed and
support of Torah learning, then it has climbed the ladder to the heavens and one will receive tremendous reward for giving it to
charity.

We must not forget that Am Yisrael is engraved on the Kisay Hakavod the place where Hashem's glory shines and resonates
throughout all the upper worlds nurtured by our actions. How does one climb the earthly ladder to the heavens? The answer is
alluded to in Yaakov's own words *21%1 X7 *ny7°. The word *21x symbolizes the |, ego, me, my bodily pleasures. *21x X? means that |
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say NO to my *2IR. My yetzerharah has no limits and you cannot negotiate with him just like you cannot negotiate with terrorists.
Only with such commitment and resolve, slowly but surely, rung by rung, we can climb the ladder upwards. By each small
achievement we can attain the level of *ny7 which means | have connected with Hashem as the passuk says 278 ¥75 N 77 NWRK.
When one realizes the letters of °21X, that the yud of Yaakov is part of the Kisay and is able to elevate the }oX of the Kisay, he
becomes super empowered to ward off any attempts of the yetzer hara whose goal is to hijack your neshamah.

The malach of Eisav fought Yaakov in the coming parsha at M2y» *pa the crossing of the Yabok River. Why in this particular place?
The gematriah of pasis the same as 218 X% . The malach of Eisav figured that in this place particularly, Yaakov is vulnerable to lose
that power of*21x X7 . He was wrong. However, he did injure Yaakov Momentarily in the 72 of the thigh. Chazal say that this injury
alluded to the generation of Shmad which first occurred in the Galus of Yavon at the period of Chanukah. It was during this period
that the Greeks attempted to lure the Jewish Nation to follow in their philosophy and lifestyle, a life geared to enhance the bodily
pleasures and say yes to all its cravings. | remember tasting this pressured philosophical influence about twenty years ago when the
Coca Cola began blitzing the media by pushing Sprite to be more popular than Seven Up with the slogan that had a subliminal "life"
moral message of "Obey your thirst"! This theme also was conveying that when your body calls for pleasure you'd better listen
carefully and act swiftly. No questions asked!

The victory of the Chashmonaim was the commitment to just the opposite, to obey your neshama, and to subjugate and harness the
body. A stark hinting to this is the gematriah of 713711 which is m1a. The | of the person is his "218which is gematriah 81. By absorbing
the message of the eight days of Chanukah and its lights, one can become inspired into realizing}>X 12 there is no outside existing
strength or power available to man in order to accomplish anything without Hashem. This concept of Man's 1°X 12 is written by
adding the letter 11 to *21X (symbolizing 8 days). f7211m is the gematria of X 112 to the 71389.

When the Aseres Hadibros begins with the words 1R 7' 7°p%X, it hints to the interpretation that when Man thinks that his’2ix is a
powerful entity fueled on its own, he must realize that it is really 7' 777X who powers the *21X. The proof to this is that He took you
out of Mitzrayim when the *21X was helpless and paralyzed on its own. When this realization sinks in, only then can
one's "oaRtransform into a 803 of kovod for Hashem. That is why they both share the same gematriah as 81. Loving Hashem with %22
722% (with the kollel 107) even with the | of one's being, is tantamount to changing the *21X of selfishness into 218 711 (107), the |
and ego that become transformed into service of Hashem.

On Chanukah Am Yisrael turned the injury of 52 into the letters of 95, the flask of oil that lit miraculously for eight days. Chazal say
that the fight of Yaakov with the malach raised dust to the Kisay Hakavod. In other words, the battle was whether Yaakov
and Klal Yisrael will be able to nullify one's’21k to the point of making it a vessel for Hashem's glory as alluded to in the
gematriah 238 8% with the kolle/ equals X8> T13. On Chanukah with such avodas Hashemof21x R%, we can merit tony? to
experience a more intimate relationship with Hashem. >ny7> is referring to the passuk 27> w°k "ny (Vayikrah 16,21) which the Hemak
Davar translates as a o1 2% an individual with a smart heart. *ny7 is composed of these two words 7> *ny. When one nullifies
his "21% heart to Hashem he is rewarded with the wisdom to intimately come closer to Hashem >22%2 oW 1732x.
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The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel

Nachmani, was born in 5467
(1706/1707) into an illustrious
family with great Rabbinical
lineage. He studied the revealed and
concealed parts of the Torah by the
Torah greats of his day.

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa,
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was
recognized as a holy and pious
individual, as well as a tremendous
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah.
He passed away on the 6™ of Elul
5539 (1779).

His Seforim were named, Toldos
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the
Torah. In his introduction, he
explains that since his only son had
died during his lifetime, he wrote
his Seforim to perpetuate his own
memory after his passing.

The following is his passionate
request to learn his works.

“I implore of you with ten terms of
supplication to choose from my
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that
finds favor in your eyes, for your
learning will sooth my soul etc...
“This righteousness will stand by
you forever — to ‘eat’ in this world,
and be satiated in the next. In this
merit, Hashem will repay you with
children, health and sustenance.
“...and now my brothers and
friends etc. do a true kindness, and
with your eyes you will see children
and  grandchildren  surrounding
your table, houses filled with all
that is good, wealth and honor will
not cease from your children...”
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If Hashem, the G-d of my father etc. would not have been with me, you (Lavan)
would have sent me away empty handed, Hashem saw etc. the toil of my hands
and he rebuked you last night (31:42)

The medrash says (Bereishis Rabba 74:12) that work that a person does
honestly with the intention of keeping himself busy and out of contact with the
yetzer hara is even more beloved by Hashem than zechus avos, merit of one's
righteous forefathers. This we learn from the fact that the merit of Yaakov Avinu's
forefathers, Avraham and Yitzchak, saved Yaakov Avinu from being sent away from
Lavan's house empty-handed (a monetary salvation) as implied by the above passuk.
Whereas, in the merit of Yaakov Avinu's toil he was spared from physical harm that
Lavan intended to do to him due to Hashem's rebuke to Lavan, as implied above.

The Zera Shimshon dwells on this concept of finding the Avodas Hashem,
even in one's mundane work, by explaining the following mishna.

The mishna (Avos 1:10) says: Shemaya and Avtalyon taught: Love work and
despise positions of leadership etc.

The Zera Shimshon offers the following amazing explanation why it is
specifically Shemaya and Avtalyon who extol the virtues of earning an honest
livelihood.

The medrash says (Bereishis Rabba 39:8) that in Avraham Avinu's travels, he
passed by Aram Nahrayim and witnessed the inhabitants eating, drinking and
acting wantonly. He prayed that he should have any share in that land. When he
reached Sulama Shel Tzur (on the Northern border of Eretz Yisrael) he saw the
inhabitants of the land weeding, hoeing etc. he prayed that he should merit this land.

The commentaries explains that since the first land was near water, the
inhabitants did not have to be busy working the land and they had all the time to
waste being merry. Eretz Yisrael however, is a land that has to be carefully cultivated
due to the fact that it is dependent on rainwater. When Avraham Avinu saw this, he
prayed that this land would be given to him, like this his descendants would be kept
busy and away from sin.

With this Medrash, the Zera Shimshon explains that being the Shemaya and
Avtalyon were either converts or the descendants of converts, it had to have been
that they were descendants of the individuals who worked, for if they descended
from those that did not toil, Avraham Avinu already prayed that he should no
portion in that land (and it's people). It now makes sense why they specifically are
the ones the extol the virtue of an honest occupation.

This is why they continue to warn that one should despise positions of
leadership since the Gemara says (Kiddushin 70a) that once one is appointed to a
position of leadership he may not perform labor in public. Losing out on one's
privilege to toil is not worth it, even at the expense of not taking on a position of
leadership. In fact, the Gemara relates (Nedarim 49b), that some Amora'im would try

to perform permitted forms of labor to have this benefit.
5921 177 P D53 R NUAT NOPMDY 39 PR 1593 SRR oW DY M NI 13 T D90 9 Thaye 1329 ;s
Dy

The (English) Sefer, 'Zera Shimshon on the Torah' with an unprecedented biography on the
Zera Shimshon is available at Lulu.com or by calling 1844.212.0689 and ask for 'Zera
Shimshon on the Torah', ISBN 978-0-359-85606-0.

signup & dedications — zerashimshon@gmail.com
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM - TO SUBSCRIBE: RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH

TR

SPONSOR AN ENTIRE WEEK FOR

Following Daas Torah, Ramapost is sharing the opporuntity to sponsor weekly Divrei Torah.
The following publications are read by hundreds of people every Shabbos. Sponsor an individual Dvar Torah or

the entire collection, in the zechus of a choleh, I'eiluy nishmas, or for someone in need. A small message can

be put on the Dvar Torah of your choice which will be distributed across Monsey and online.

A S nnEEn

DIVERI TORAR BRINTED & DISTRIBUTED BY RAMAFOST

>

145 YISRO

CHOOSE A DVAR TORAH TO SPONSOR
CONTACT US WITH A PARSHA AND OPTIONAL MESSAGE

"CONTACT INFO@

info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369,9600 | F: 845.369.9601
382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952
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AD H E R E ! Send your artwork to mitzvos@ramapost.com to secure your ad space.

I  ROCKLAND TRANSFERS
_ ._ CAR SERVICE
we T e Years

Rabbi Daniel David Dahan, Sofer Stam N " OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Tel: 646 387 5683. Email: Sofersogood4(@gmail.com

Checkmg. mmmmofsefer'rm Teﬁllm e d Safe WILLS & TRUSTS TAX PLANNING

Mezuzot, and Megillot. = SAME DAY SERVICE ¢ g St ad R ELDER LAW MEDICAID PLANNING
o PROBATE ESTATE PLANNING

TRUST ADMINISTRATION SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
HALACHIC WILLS ASSET PROTECTION

Emanuel Haas, Esq Ari J. Zaltz, Esq

Reserve Online

www.RocklandTransfers.com H aas 65' Zaltz . L L P

Call / Text
845.425.3900 | INFO@HAASZALTZ.COM | WWW.HAASZALTZ.COM

(845) 288'8838 2 PERLMAN DRIVE | SUITE 301 | SPRING VALLEY, NY 10977
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age and the rlght price.
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ROSENBLUM

ARCHITECTURE
TODD ROSENBLUM @ rosenblumarchitecture.com T3 7/R1"I ﬂ’}}ﬂ 2
. 845.364.0337 9 200 East Eckerson Road g b OCKLAND P - TR e gt £
0 914.522.6793 Suite 230 E 3Bl i (© 347.618.5028
= todd@adaparch.com New City, NY 10956 i_.) ER V bookings@djkaej.com
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FIRST/CLASS POMONA

LEASINMNG
ENTERPRISES CORP.
Custom Home Builders
845-354-0018

%
TELETEEH www.POMONAENTERPRISES.com

SECURITY& COMMUNICATONS ﬂ

UNLIMITEDISRAEL U N Y
S

‘ ON ISRAEL’S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK
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info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601
382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952
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