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He will put them upon all your foes - 7'xa1w 722 Danai
We see something very interesting in our parsha. HaKadosh Baruch
Hu promises (7:12) DNNYI N7XN D'USYNN DX [IVAYN 2y Al
'DnIX DN'wyl — ‘And it will be because of your listening to these
ordinances, and your observing and performing them’, then many
blessings will come upon us. One of them is (7:15): *» n ' vonl’
"Y'RAIY 722 DINAI ...DMXN 1T 701 7N - ‘Hashem will remove from
you every illness, and all the bad maladies of Egypt that you knew...
He will put them upon all your foes’. The question is, why mention
the curse to go on the enemies (despite that we are very happy
about this), what sin did those enemies do that because HaKadosh
Baruch Hu wants to bless His children, He sends curses to their
enemies?

Perhaps the posuk can be explained based on the Zohar HaKadosh
who says that when a person sins and the decree emerges before
Hashem Yisbarach to punish him, then, if before the decree was
fulfilled, he does Teshuva, Hashem Yisbarach does not punish the
person. However, on the other hand, the decree cannot be nullified
from the world, so what does HaKadosh Baruch Hu do? He takes the
decree and gives it to the goy, as it says (Yeshaya 43:4) DTX |NXI'
"'nnn - ‘I put people in your place’, do not read it as ‘Adam’ —
person, rather read it as ‘Edom’, that Hashem Yisbarach will place
the decree on Edom.
It is appropriate to mention here the words the sefer “Tzeror HaMor’:
The person who sins and then regrets it is not the same person who
has sinned, but rather, he is a new entity whose skin and flesh has
been replaced because of his fasting and afflictions and he is a new
man. As it states (Tehillim 22:32): 'nwy » T Dy?' — ‘to the
newborn nation that which He has done’, and we say about him, |
gave birth to you today. If this is so, how is he deserving of death if
he is a different person? Therefore, a baal teshuva is honorable in
the eyes of Hashem, as it says (Yeshaya 43:4) mn'wa mjp' Twkn'
'MTAD1 — ‘because you were precious in My eyes’, he is esteemed by
himself. DTX INXI 'N2NKR XY 'NNN = ‘and | loved you, and | out
people in your place’, do not read it ‘Adam’ rather ‘Edom’, nmix?I'
"Jwo1 NNN — ‘and regimes in place of your soul’, as it says (Bereishis
25:23) 'ynx' DIX'M DIX71 — ‘the might shall pass from regime to the
other’. Once this man sinned and a decree was enacted, HaKadosh
Baruch Hu nullifies the decree from this man since he is a new man
and places it on another sinner from the offspring of Edom so the
Satan will not accuse this man.
We are standing on the Shabbos when we bless the month of
Teshuva, the month of Elul, we should focus on these words and
remember that HaKadosh Baruch Hu loves those who repent, and if
chas v’shalom a decree is issued against a Jew, after he repents the
decree goes on our enemies. It should be His will that we all repent
with complete Teshuva and all bad decrees be nullified from upon
us.

- Tiv HaParsha - Fikev
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‘One who trusts in Hashem, kindness surrounds him’
This happened on my wedding day, moments before they were
bringing me under the chuppah. My father zt”l took me to the
side and wanted to tell me a story but not before he made me
promise not to repeat it to anyone especially since it happened to
him. After | gave him my word, this is what he told me: This was
during the early years of the establishment of the State of Israel
(1949-1959) when there was a famine in Yerushalayim, and the
tormentors of Israel closed the approaches to Yerushalayim and
there wasn’t enough commerce and food.
My father was one of the milkmen in Yerushalayim and despite
having the resources to buy food, since supplies were not
reaching the city, there was nothing to eat. My father utilized
every moment to learn Torah and even in the house he was bent
over his studies. Mother turned to him and said that the children
are very hungry. He lifted his eyes from the holy Gemara and
kindly told her to say Tehillim.
The righteous mother did as she was asked, but a short time later
she told him that the children are hungry, and they can’t sleep
because of the hunger!!! When he heard that they could not
sleep because of hunger he said, “I will go up to shul to say
Tehillim.” He went up to the floor above the apartment where
there was a small shul and he began to say Tehillim with warmth
and feeling. This was at about midnight. Not long after, two men
came and knocked on the door by my mother. Mother was scared
and asked through the trellis, ‘Who’s there and what do you want
at this late hour in the middle of the night?’ Because of her fear,
she sent them up to the shul. They asked Father to come with
them. Father went down with them and saw two large crates.
They said they were sent by family members overseas to bring
these crates. He pushed the two heavy crates into the house, and
he turned to thank them, but they were already gone. The two
crates were filled with canned food and all types of goodies.
There was enough to sustain the family for many months!!!
Father tried to locate the relatives that sent the crates of food,
but no relative, near or far, knew what he was talking about.
Father finished the story and said: “I am telling you the story to
teach you one thing: If you trust in Hashem, you will not lose a
thing!!! Now you are entering the chuppah, it is important to me
to tell you this to strengthen bitachon in Hashem and He will
bless you abundantly!!!

9.
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When | ascended the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the
tablets of the covenant that Hashem sealed with you, and | stayed on
the mountain for forty days and forty nights; bread I did not eat and
water | did not drink. And Hashem gave me the two stone tablets,
inscribed by the finger of Hashem, and on them were all the words that
Hashem spoke with you on the mountain from the midst of the fire, on
the day of the congregation. (9:9-10)
With these words, Moshe wanted to teach Israel about the avodah
— the service, that every Jew is obligated to be fluent in every
detail and law of the Torah. But, when he comes to actually fulfill
this obligation, the yetzer entices him and tells him that the Torah
is broader than the sea and he will not be able to attain its
aspirations. It continues to dissuade him that he will not even be
able to attain a drop of the sea of Torah since he does not have
the brainpower and it is above his limited understanding. In this
way it hopes to have him abandon his hands from the Torah and
he will not attain the ways of life. The result of this will be that he
will not fulfill his obligation in the world, for the lack of knowledge
leads to a lack of deed.
With this Moshe wanted to encourage the weak and reveal that
these rebukes are only the tricks of the yetzer. This is its way, to
always ‘make something from nothing’, and to prove through lies
that the person will not be able to stand up and serve his Creator.
Therefore, immediately when the yetzer approaches the person,
the person should realize what is before him. Even if it offers 150
proofs that he is not for Torah and avodah, he must believe that
this is a falsehood in its mouth. The proof to this is that the
Creator supervises over all the creations and He has commanded
him to stand guard. Hashem does not come to attack His creations
therefore, he realizes that Hashem Yisbarach has the power and
ability to make the Torah accessible to His creations, and no
argument can stand against this proof. Even if the yetzer
demonstrates that his words are correct, we must believe that it
speaks falsehoods and his words are only an illusion. The
obligation of the person at this moment is to squash the tricks of
the yetzer and to straighten his ways and innocently do what is
right to be acceptable before his Maker. Chazal said (Avos 2:16)
‘You are not required to complete the task’ and this should be a
light unto his feet, and in time he will realize that there was not a
trace of truth to the words of the yetzer, for Hashem has made his
way successful and he will be strong in his learning.
This is what Moshe told Israel: Learn from me the tricks of battle,
for even me, when | went up the mountain to get the ‘Tablets of
the Covenant’ from Above, the yetzer tried to trip me up knowing
that the power of the luchos would spread the light of Torah in the
world. The Aseres HaDibros — The Ten Commandments are
engraved on them and all the mitzvos of the Torah are included in
them. The letters that were etched in them by the finger of Above
lit up like sapphires and had the power to arouse the hearts to
literally fulfill the entire Torah. Since the yetzer knew that the
keeping of the Torah was dependent on these letters, it attacked
me with various schemes. Even though | was commanded by the
Almighty to go up to the top of the mountain and | knew that this
was the will of the Omnipresent, still, the yetzer did not approve of
my clear thinking and it tried to distract me so that | would not
succeed in my mission. | had to stand firm in my mind opposite
these schemes and it tried to confound me by blending day and
night.

Although the days went on as usual, the yetzer continually tried to
confuse me by making it dark when it was really day. But | innocently
continued to sit on the mountain for these forty days even though all
vestiges of wisdom were hidden from me. The fragrance of the Torah
which is called ‘bread’ and ‘water’ did not come to me as | waited.
Only after | overcame all these hindrances, Hashem made my way
successful and the light shone on me. Then, the two tablets that were
engraved with the words that were spoken with you from the midst
of the fire were in my arms. | earned the privilege to extend His holy
light downwards to light your way from the writing of Hashem. You
must understand from this that all hidden things are just the tricks
and schemes of the yetzer, and the person must strengthen his spirit
and stand firmly and mightily against it. Once he passes all the
hindrances and hidden traps, he will become wise and understand
that these were just an illusion.

If one will ask why Hashem did this? Isn’t it the will of Yisbarach that
the Children of Israel fulfill His word? If so, then why does He place
before them hindrances and hidden traps? Aren’t these challenges
liable to make a person forgo his purpose of coming into the world,
and he will turn away from the service of his Creator, and this will
then darken the light? The answer to this is that were it not for these
challenges there would be no novelty in fulfilling the will of Above.
Who would not listen to the counsel of the Master Hashem Who
teaches the paths of life and warns them not to burn themselves?
We find that through these challenges the person understands that
HaKadosh Baruch Hu wants to benefit him without any substitution.
That would bring a loss of benefit, for the nature of a wise person is
that he does not want bread for free. This is why the Creator gave
him wisdom to withstand these problems facing a person. Then he
will think to devote himself to fulfill the will of Above. His very
agreement to this indicates that he forgoes his whole world in order
to fulfill the will of his Creator. This difficulty will supply what he is
lacking when Hashem Yisbarach benefits him, and he will appreciate
the sweetness of the Torah and mitzvos in this world and Hashem
Yisbarach will preserve the glow for him in the world of souls.

These words are clarified by the example of Chazal in Tanna Dvei
Eliyahu (Eliyahu Rabbah Chapter 16): To what is the House of Israel
compared to in this world before their Father in Heaven? To a flesh
and blood king who has many sons and servants. He built numerous
houses and palaces for them. He had an idea and he said: ‘I will
combine my sons and servants, to see who loves and fears me.” He
built a large courtyard and he made a small alley at the entrance, and
he made a very small opening for people to see the face of the king.
His sons and servants came and stood in the courtyard and alley, and
the king knew who loved and feared him, and who feared him but did
not love him. One who loved and feared the king, troubled himself to
squeeze through the small opening to see the king, but the one who
feared but did not love him stood in the courtyard and alley. It also
says in Tanna Dvei Eliyahu (Eliyahu Zuta Chapter 12): What is this
compared to? To a flesh and blood king who had servants. They
would sit on the outside of an iron wall. The king would announce:
Whoever loves me climb the wall and come to me. Whoever climbed
the wall saw the king. Who loved him, those that went up or those
that didn’t? Those that went up!

What emerges is that the purpose of the will of Above is for Israel to
prove their love and belief in their Creator. In this way they prepare
themselves for the reward waiting for them. Therefore, the person
should not be discouraged when he sees the ways of Torah and
avodah are locked before him. He has to repeatedly try to do what
he can until he overcomes the difficulties of Heaven and then
Hashem Yisbarach will shine His light on him and open his heart to
Torah and Avodas Hashem Yisbarach.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Eikev 5779
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

One Hundred Berachos Daily Equivalent to One Thousand Pieces
of Gold Make Amends for the One Thousand Lights
that Flew Off of the Luchos due to the Cheit HaEigel

This week’s parsha is parshas Eikev. Thus, it is fitting that
we examine our sacred duty to utter one hundred Berachos
every day. This obligation is derived from the following passuk
(Devarim 10, 12): 't nR 1815 B8 25 Tayn DRI E9R 1 SRaws anyr
Uwa1Ye31 9335 Yo3 TEUN I AR 12T 1mIR RS 19997 Y3 noby TN
And now, Yisrael, what does Hashem, your G-d, ask of you,
but to revere Hashem, your G-d, to follow in His ways, to love
Him, and to serve Hashem, your G-d, with all of your heart
and all of your soul. Rabbi Meir expounds on this passuk in the
Gemara (Menachos 43b):

NPT ARRIY 81 Y53 N1993 1IRR 772 DTN 299,910 T9RR 93 10 R
JTayn BRI TEYN T YR

It was taught in a Baraisa: Rabbi Meir used to say: A
person is obligated to recite one hundred Berachos daily,
as it states: “And now, Yisrael, what does Hashem, your G-d,
ask of you.” Rashi provides the following clarification: In the
phrase “ppox 1t 2", read the word as “rxn” (one hundred),
instead of “m” (what). In other words, instead of reading: “What
does Hashem want,” we are to read it as “Hashem wants one
hundred.” Citing Rashi, Tosafos explain that this implies that we
are obligated to recite one hundred Berachos.

Additionally, Tosafos provide us with a wonderful “remez.” If
we count the number of letters in this passuk, there are exactly
99; however, by adding the letter “aleph” to the word n", we
arrive at a total of 100 letters--i"8n. Thus, we have an allusion
to the 100 Berachos that we are obligated to recite daily. We
find this same interpretation and allusion in the commentary of
Rabeinu Bachayei:

111972 1IN 773 2R 20 T 21N 1 YT 1man wate t prre
JIPNIR PWAT EWN 1T P02 W . Tayn TR EYN T anRaw o bes

—— = | o~ =, - P - P —

(o= el T et ool oy el
A/ (e NN N =T "/.‘7' RNy NN It

r4li7a [l s

1195 210 NG AN AR, AN NG 105w i nbna nrwnw 57N o
1091 177 NASHON W 191.101993 AR7A 013 553 7925 DIR 29w NNSHRON 1112
19 95 17am 992 1 W i R 99,0 NT? 933 1120 19 00 Mt

Toward the end of this comment, he brings further support
for this exposition from the passuk (Tehillim 128, 4): “Behold,
the man who fears Hashem blesses 12 2”—100 Berachos, the
equivalence of "1 72,

Notwithstanding, let us consider why HKB”H chose to teach
us the obligation to recite 100 Berachos daily by deleting one
letter from the passuk "sx=w» npr. As explained, the passuk as
it is written in the Torah contains 99 letters, and we have to add
one letter orally. Additionally, why did HKB”H specifically delete
the letter “aleph,” as per the elucidation: "rtxn RoX 1 »pn YR"—
do not read “mm” but rather “nxn”?

100 Berachos to Halt the Deaths
of 100 Men Dying Daily

Apropos this subject, we find the following in the Tur (0.C. 46):

217 2INA] (R-25 2 YR1MW) 25157 11993 ARR 1770 21w vy TYnn 11
7IRM BN 1R 01 553 0,11 ARG KU By - Sy opi (1320 DR w1
DAY 1PN WA MR 1990 PR 7Y, By Py 1 RS DRwn mwas
nAma AR 97 Yy n199a R S om0 19 SY1,n1993 AN YRAwY
a1 953 n19na nRn nbwny

In the times of David HaMelech, one hundred Israelites
were dying each and every day—the reason for these deaths
was unknown. After investigating the matter, David HaMelech
divined the remedy and instituted the recitation of one hundred
Berachos. Our sages followed suit by instituting the completion
of one hundred blessings, in addition to the Berachos recited
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routinely throughout the course of daily events. The Tur employs
a gematria in the passuk (Shmuel II 23, 1); the passuk contains
the words "7y mpir—the gematria of 5"y is 100. [The Tur’s source
is the Midrash Tanchuma (Korach 12) and the Midrash Rabbah
(ibid. 18, 21).]

In his sefer, Kad HaKemach, Rabeinu Bachayei reconciles
the apparent contradiction. For, Rabbi Meir’s elucidation in the
Gemara infers that Moshe Rabeinu had already instituted the
obligation for Yisrael to recite 100 Berachos per day based on the
passuk: "ayn YR PPoR 1 mYxawe nanyr. Whereas, the Midrash
infers that David HaMelech instituted the 100 Berachos. Rabeinu
Bachayei explains: It appears from all of the above that Moshe
Rabeinu, a"h, instituted them originally. Afterwards, they
forgot them and David instituted them anew. After David’s
time, they forgot them and the sages of the Talmud instituted
them once again.

It behooves us to attempt to achieve a better understanding
In the times of David HaMelech, the
institution to recite one hundred Berachos daily was forgotten.

of what transpired.

Yisrael were punished severely for this sin of omission; as
a consequence, 100 men died daily. Ultimately, via “ruach
hakodesh,” David HaMelech discovered the reason for this
plague; it was because they neglected to recite 100 Berachos
per day. This implies that even if they blessed Hashem daily
with several Berachos, since they did not fulfill the complement
of 100 Berachos, they were punished.

“The thousand pieces are yours, Shlomo” the
Reward for 100 Berachos Is 1000 Gold Pieces

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by introducing
a passage from the Kol Bo (1: The law of 100 Berachos): ansv
,B1° 933 11573 1IRR T92Y WY 7S NN 2301 D IR RS D7 R
D17 na fnee (18 97) 1PYIN NSTRA 1IRRTD 01 Y52 DAt GYN Ionwaw 1
J119m31 11992 Y pawy vy 11 ' mw 3 Yw oo Rt Rabbi
Asher, z’]l, wrote: Come and see how much HKB”H loves
us! He commanded us to recite 100 Berachos every day,
so that we would earn 1000 gold pieces every day. As we
say in Maseches Chullin (87a): A heavenly voice went forth
and said, “The cup of berachah is worth forty gold pieces
(dinarim)”—ten golden dinarim for every single berachah.
(The conclusion of the last sentence are the words of the Kol Bo,
not the Gemara.)

Shvilei Pinches

Thisideaisalsobroughtdowninthe sefer HaRokeiach (Hilchos
Berachos 320), authored by Rabeinu Elazar of Garmiza, zy”a, one
of the Tosafists. He uses this fact to explain the rationale for the
two bracelets Avraham’s servant, Eliezer, gave to Rivka (Bereishis
24, 22): "abpwn amr mwy’—their weight was ten gold shekels.
On account of Rivka, Eliezer recited a berachah to Hashem for
having found Yitzchak’s intended mate, as it is written (ibid. 27):
71X DY IANT 1TOM S1Y KT TWR DITIEN MR OPYR 712 R’ —he
said, “Blessed is Hashem, G-d of my master Avraham, Who
has not withheld His kindness and truth from my master.”
Hence, he gave her two bracelets, weighing ten gold pieces, to
repay her for the berachah she enabled him to recite.

The Rokeiach concludes by using this fact to point out an
allusion in the passuk (Shir HaShirim 8, 12): "mabw 1% aoxn"—the
thousand (silver) pieces are yours, Shlomo. Now, the Midrash
(Shir HaShirim Rabbah 3, 14) teaches us that the name Shlomo
in Shir HaShirim alludes to HKB"H: ">w mivwnw 15n"—the King
to Whom shalom (peace) belongs. This then is the remez in
the passuk: “The thousand pieces are Yours, You to Whom
shalom belongs”—we are telling HKB”H that we are offering
him 100 Berachos every day, whose value is 1000 gold pieces.

We will now introduce the amazing words of the Chasam
Sofer. In his Likutim on the Torah (Chayei Sarah), he explains
the message of the above passuk in the name of his Rav, the
author of the Hafla’ah, zy”a, (ibid.): @*1unu% nunxnt mabw 19 aox”
mvpoawn Tviph oavwpn oeman 1ma nk—the thousand silver
pieces are yours, Shlomo, and two hundred more to the
sages, who guarded the fruit of Torah from our designs . .
. your fellows, hearken to your voice of Torah. He refers to
what the Beis Yosef writes (0.C. 46, 3) with regards to the silent
prayers of Shabbas. Since they only contain seven Berachos, we
are missing twenty Berachos.

Nevertheless, we have two ways to make up this deficiency
and to complete the 100 Berachos. Firstly, we can increase our
consumption of fruit and make the required Berachos over them.
In the words of the Shulchan Aruch (0.C. 290, 1): m»1am1 n1aoaa nan”
"R1972 1IR7 1an wny 01 1 smt—one should indulge in fruit,
delicacies and various fragrances to complete the count of
100 Berachos. Secondly, as the Shulchan Aruch explains (ibid.
284, 3): ortnnx aye vann N199aYT 1IN 2RI N19NaY 1Y Ay
"RaWa DR UMY N1DN2 ANnR Pan ey 15 by maR—we should
focus on the Berachos recited by those who read the Torah and
recite the Maftir, and respond Amen after them; these will count
toward the 100 Berachos that are lacking on Shabbas.
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Let us now return to the interpretation of the passuk: 1% ax:t”
"mayw—we give HKB”H, to Whom shalom belongs, 100 Berachos
daily, worth 1000 gold pieces. On Shabbas, however, when we
are missing 20 Berachos, one remedy is: "1*71a nx mrwub nnRnt—
to make up the 20 Berachos, worth 200 gold pieces, by reciting
Berachos over fruit that we consume. Another remedy is: @*an”
mpymwn T91pY Bavwpn—to pay close attention to our fellows who
recite Berachos over the Torah; after they utter their Berachos,
we will respond Amen.

It is worth noting that this wonderful explanation presented
by the Chasam Sofer in the name of his mentor is also brought
down in the Shu”t Teshuvah M’Ahahavah (Part 2,237) in the name
of his brother, the great Rabbi Shmelke of Nikolsburg, zy”a. Thus,
we have two sacred sources suggesting the same interpretation
of the passuk.

Now, since we are obligated to recite 100 Berachos daily, even
on Shabbas, why didn’t our blessed sages see fit to institute the
silent prayer and its repetition with eighteen Berachos on Shabbas
also, just like on weekdays? In truth, the Gemara (Berachos 21a)
addresses this question and explains: 7125 miwn 1IMILR RS
"naw—they did not impose upon him due to their concern for
the honor of the Shabbas. Yet, since the sages did impose on
us to complete the 100 Berachos by reciting extra Berachos over
fruit and by paying close attention to the Berachos of the Torah
recited by others, it seems that it would have been preferable
to simply complete the 100 required Berachos by praying a full
Shemoneh Esreh.

100 Daily Berachos to Rectify the Closed Mem
and Samech that Flew Off of the Luchos

[ had a wonderful idea concerning this obligation to recite 100
Berachos daily, whose reward is 1000 gold dinarim, prompting
us to say to HKB"H: "mabw 9% avxn”. We will begin by introducing
a fantastic explanation from the Sifsei Kohen, one of the young
disciples of the Arizal, in this week’s parsha (Devarim 9, 17),
explaining why we recite 100 Berachos daily. In addition, he
explains why 100 men died every day due to their failure to recite
100 Berachos daily.

Here is the gist of his sacred words, which are based on the
holy teachings of the Gemara (A.Z. 5a): m71nn AR YRw? 929 RY”
9131 BAN DOON NANAR AN NARIY L1 UYIY NIMn INTR R RYY 10 KON
JInTAan 2TRS 19K oswyn onyar oovis vy Yisrael only received
the Torah so that the Malach Hamaves would not prevail over

Shvilei Pincles

them, as it is stated (Tehillim 82, 6): “I said, ‘You are divine,
sons of the Most High are you all (like heavenly malachim, who
do not die).”” However, you have corrupted your deeds (by
sinning with the “eigel”) and therefore: “Like men you shall
die.”

To explain the matter, we will refer to the Torah’s description
of the first luchos (Shemos 32, 16): n1n &1t 2pHR 2051 ansam”
"mirmyt Yy—and the script was the script of G-d, etched on
the luchos. They expounded in the Midrash (S.R. 41, 7): »27"
INTRN N1 TRIN A 1301193 1 N1Ner RN D1 0N TR 0IN T
M 1 onen oaIR en1att it Rabbi Yehudah says: Do
not read the word as "n1r—etched—but rather as "n1mr—
freedom from exiles. Rabbi Nechemiah says: Freedom from
the Malach Hamaves (the angel of death); and our Rabbis
say: Freedom from afflictions. Thus, we learn that if the first
luchos had not been broken, the Malach Hamaves would have
had no control over them; however, as a consequence of the
“cheit ha’eigel,” which precipitated the breaking of the luchos, the
previous reality of death returned.

The Sifsei Kohen explains why this was necessary. He refers
to the Midrash Tanchuma (Ki Tisa 26): nx m"apn 15 1w npwa”
M98 AP AR TIRTT AR BN 21 1w 1190, 1aRy NN PYa1o i nimbn
oW R AR AT e wn e e by mrad IRgnn ombyn anst N

s When HKB’H gave him the luchos, they carried
themselves; however, when he descended and approached
the encampment and saw the eigel, the letters inscribed on
them flew off. They became too heavy for Moshe’s hands
to bear. Immediately, Moshe became enraged and he flung
them from his hands. We will endeavor to explain the matter of
the letters flying off of the first luchos.

The matter can be explained based on what we have learned in
the Gemara (Shabbas 104a): "1y 11 ©22 nmiyaw 7"no 1 o"n"—the
“mem” and the “samech” on the luchos stood miraculously.
Rashi explains that the script etched on the luchos penetrated
from the front all the way through to the back of luchos, making
the letters visible on both sides. Therefore, the central, stony
portions of the “samech” and final “mem” were suspended
in air, unattached to the body of the luchos. The fact that they
remained on the luchos was a miracle. As a consequence of the
“cheit ha'eigel,” however, the miracle ceased, and all the internal
parts of the final “mem”s and “samech”s flew off of the luchos.
This is what the Midrash means when it says that the letters flew
off of the luchos.
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It Is a Life Potion for the Deserving
and a Poison for the Undeserving

In this manner, the Sifsei Kohen goes on to explain why 100
men died each day until David HaMelech instituted that Yisrael
recite 100 Berachos every day. He refers to the Gemara (Yoma
72b): oo 1% mewya 15T ,Mwn DV AWK 771N AR (TR-T 2°737) 29037 KRR
Jmmen oo Y nwya nor kY o»n What is the significance of that
which is written (Devarim 4, 44): “And this is the Torah which
Moshe put (‘sahm’) before Bnei Yisrael”? If one is deserving,
the Torah acts as a potion (the meaning of the Hebrew word
“sahm” spelled with a samech) oflife; butif one is notdeserving,
it acts like potion of death—like a poison. So, before the first
luchos were shattered, Yisrael were deserving in the merit of the
letters o"w that remained on the luchos miraculously; at that time,
the Torah represented a life potion for them. After the “cheit
ha’eigel,” however, when all of the final “mem”s and “samech”s
flew off of the luchos, it became a death potion for them; hence,
the death decree returned.

It was precisely for this reason that Moshe Rabeinu instituted
that Yisrael recite 100 Berachos daily when he proclaimed: sy’
"y YR PPYR 1T Yxawr—interpreting the a as m"8n. By so
doing, they paid HKB”H a wn—a form of tax—as atonement for
the damage inflicted to the letters 2"e, which possess a gematria
of 100. During the times of David HaMelech, however, this tikun
was forgotten. Consequently, 100 men died every day, due to
the damage to the letters »"e. The plague continued until David
HaMelech reinstituted the practice initiated by Moshe of reciting
100 Berachos every day. As a result, the plague stopped.

Let us add a nice little tidbit to his sacred words based on
what we have learned in the Gemara (Succah 52a): 81a% 1ny%”
"ROYWAT %31 DUPUTNS YIR3 TUMmwY yan axsy frapn Nsan—le’asid
la’vo, HKB”H will bring the yetzer hara and slaughter it in
the presence of the tzaddikim and in the presence of the
reshaim. The Shela hakadosh (Chayei Sarah 10) explains the
matter based on the fact taught in the Zohar hakadosh and in
Midrashim that the name of the yetzer hara is ¥"xnw.

The first two letters of its name—the “samech” and the
“mem”—emanate from the realm of tumah; whereas, the last
two letters—the “aleph” and the “lamed”—emanate from the
realm of kedushah. The latter sustain the yetzer hara and allow
for its continued existence. This then is the implication of the
statement that HKB"H will slaughter the yetzer hara le’asid
la’'vo; he will remove the name %X, and it will be deprived of
its sustenance. As a result, the two letters emanating from the
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klipah—the “samech-mem”—will cease to exist. This concludes
his sacred remarks.

Now, we are familiar with the Gemara’s teaching (B.B. 16a):
"Rman N N1 L0 80 K1, uw Rit'—he is the Satan; he is the
yetzer hara; he is the Malach Hamaves. The Gemara elaborates
(ibid.): "mmawa Hvin nwn Yo, eannt AT, aYnnT 17, KIN RAnnsT—a
Tanna taught in a Baraisa: It (the Satan) descends and lures
people into sin; it ascends and incites (G-d’s wrath against the
sinner); it takes permission (to kill the sinner) and takes his
soul. Rashi explains that at first when it descends to lure and
mislead people, it is called the “yetzer hara”; afterwards, when
it ascends to prosecute the person before the heavenly court, it
is called the “Satan”; subsequently, when it receives permission
from above to kill the sinner and it descends to take his neshamah,
it is called the “Malach Hamaves.”

It should be apparent from what has been said that the
power of the Malach Hamaves to impose death emanates from
the letters "o in its name—which function as a nmn n"o—a
lethal potion. Accordingly, we can appreciate why the first
luchos imparted to Yisrael freedom from the Malach Hamaves.
For, the letters "9 that remained on the luchos due to a miracle
nullified the power of the Malach Hamaves emanating from
those letters, rendering it powerless to carry out its deadly
task. Yet, when the luchos were shattered, and the letters o"o
flew away, the lethal power of the Malach Hamaves—emanating
from the o"v in its name—was restored.

1000 Lights Vanished when
the Luchos Were Shattered

Following this exalted path, we will now proceed to explain
the matter of the 1000 golden dinarim that are compensation for
the 100 Berachos, as indicated by the passuk in Shir HaShirim:
"maYw 7Y aoxn". We have learned in the Gemara (Shabbas 88a):

YW R127 DWW IRD,yRwEY eyl UNWY 1TpnY ywa NRD 0an watr”
RN WY TAID TR, 0INS AW 17 1w TRAWR TR R Yo nawn oKRYn
,B177°81 117an BORYRA 139 DMWY NG 1770 DRW INUMY 11907, Yawa a1
9 RTT, 17021 WA 1T 191912710 R 0ITY NX DRE? 213 Toan TNy
JoRRT AR P wnt (1 aw)

Rabbi Simai expounded: At the time Yisrael proclaimed
“na’aseh” prior to “nishma,” sixty myriads of ministering
angels came to each and every Jew. They tied two crowns to
him—one correspondingto “na’aseh” and one corresponding
to “nishma.” But when Yisrael sinned, one hundred twenty
destructive angels descended and removed them, as it states
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(Shemos 33, 6): “Bnei Yisrael were stripped of their jewelry
from Har Chorev” ... Moshe merited receiving all of them,
and he took them. For, next to the aforementioned passuk, it
states (ibid. 7): “And Moshe would take the tent.”

The Arizal teaches us in Sha’ar HaKavanos that just like Yisrael
merited receiving two crowns—which are magnificent lights—
for pronouncing “na’aseh” prior to “nishma”; similarly, Moshe
Rabeinu merited receiving 1000 magnificent lights from HKB”H
at the time of Matan Torah. However, after Yisrael sinned with
the “eigel,” the two crowns were confiscated. Similarly, Moshe
also had to forfeit the 1000 lights that he had received; he only
retained one of the 1000 lights.

This is one explanation for the tradition to write the “aleph”
of "R in the passuk (Vayikra 1, 1): "mwnbx xap»1"—with a small
“aleph”--x7'p1 9% . This tradition alludes to the fact that after
the “cheit ha’eigel,” Moshe only retained one out of the thousand
lights that he had received. [Translator’s Note: In Hebrew, the
term for the letter “aleph” is q7% and the term for one-thousand
is a9x; thus, a miniature “aleph” implies that he only retained
a miniscule portion of the 1000 lights.] Yet, since he forfeited
them through no fault of his own—but rather due to Yisrael's
sin—HKB”H compensated Moshe, by depositing with him all of
the crowns that were confiscated from Yisrael.

Accordingly, the Arizal explains that the situation that existed
at Matan Torah, prior to the “cheit ha'eigel,” recurs on every
Shabbas. At the entry of the Shabbas, Moshe Rabeinu reclaims
all of the 1000 lights that he received prior to the “cheit ha'eigel”;
it represents a form of extension and supplement to the Shabbas.
Since his own 1000 lights are restored to him, he graciously
returns to Yisrael all of the crowns that they forfeited and were
deposited with him for safekeeping during the week. These
lights represent the supplemental kedushah that Yisrael receive
on every Erev Shabbas.

Based on this understanding, the Arizal explains the formula
we recite in Shacharis on Shabbas: 15 nanna fwn mw»—Moshe
rejoices on Shabbas, because the portion he received prior to the
“cheit ha'eigel”—namely, the 1000 lights—is restored to him;
"5 nxp 1R 13y *3"—as the Almighty’s trustworthy servant—of
whom He attests (Bamidbar 12, 7): “In My entire house he is
trusted—he returns the two crowns that were confiscated from
Yisrael and placed with him for safekeeping. The passage goes
on to describe the nature of the portion bestowed upon Moshe
that is returned to him on Shabbas: 11aya nna 1wx=3 naxan Yo"
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"o A1 Yy aav—You placed a crown of splendor on his head,
when he stood before You on Har Sinai—these are the 1000
lights that he received at Matan Torah, which he had to forfeit,
and are returned to him as a gift on Shabbas. This is the gist of
the Arizal’s sacred explanation.

We will now introduce another fascinating insight that we
have presented several times in the past. In the sefer Yalkut
Yashar (40, 4), he brings down what he heard from his uncle, the
great Rabbi Moshe of Razvodov, ztz"l, who cited the great Rabbi
Shalom of Kaminka, ztz”"l. He discusses the nature of the 1000
lights that were confiscated from Moshe Rabeinu due to the
“cheit ha’eigel.” As we learned above from the Sifsei Kohen, the
luchos were shattered, because the miracle involving the closed
“mem”s and “samech”s ceased.

Accordingly, the esteemed Rabbi of Kaminka points out an
amazing fact. In the Aseres HaDibros, there are precisely 22
final “mem”s and 2 “samech”s; their gematria adds up to one
thousand (22x40=880; 2x60=120; 880+120=1,000). This is the
key to the one thousand lights that were initially bestowed upon
Moshe Rabeinu when he received the Torah; however, when the
letters flew off of the luchos due to the “cheit ha'eigel,” those one
thousand lights were confiscated from him. This concludes his

fascinating insight.

100 Berachos Worth 1000 Gold Dinarim
Rectify the 1000 Lights

Now, this illuminates for us the reason they instituted the
practice of reciting 100 Berachos every day, whose worth is 1000
gold dinarim. As we learned from the Sifsei Kohen, we are obliged
to recite 100 Berachos daily as a tikun for the letters “samech”
and “mem” (whose gematria is 100) that flew off of the first
luchos due to the “cheit ha'eigel.” As explained, the twenty-two
“mem”s and two “samech”s that flew away were the 1000 lights
that vanished. Therefore, we are required to recite 100 Berachos,
whose value is 1000 gold dinarim, as a tikun for the 1000 lights
that vanished. This is implied by Shlomo HaMelech’s statement:
"mabw 7 axn”. Clearly, these two ideas go hand in hand.

It is now with great pleasure that we can explain why HKB”H
omitted the letter “aleph” in the passuk: 7poX 1 1 HRw» anpr
mmayn YR1w—compelling us to add it orally by reading "mxm in
place of ma. On numerous occasions, the Bnei Yissaschar (for
instance Shabbasos 3, 8) explains in the name of kabbalistic
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sefarim that the letter a9x (“aleph”) is A% (1000), as we find in
the passuk (Devarim 32, 30): "gox =2nx a1 n2°8"—how could
one pursue a thousand?

Based on this fact, we can suggest that the letter “aleph”
is missing from this passuk, because HKB”H wanted to teach
us that we are obligated to recite 100 Berachos daily—worth
1000 gold dinarim—to compensate for the 7"sx (1000) missing
lights that vanished due to the “cheit ha’eigel.” By reciting 100
Berachos daily, it is as if we are inserting an “aleph” in the passuk
to restore the 57X lights.

[t is with great pleasure that we can now address the matter
of the tefilos we say on Shabbas. Our blessed sages profoundly
chose not to institute eighteen Berachos on Shabbas—similar
to the weekday tefilos. This compels us to find other ways to
complete the tally of 100 Berachos on Shabbas. We have learned,
however, that all of the 1000 lights that were confiscated from
Hence, it
would seem that the tikun of 100 Berachos—worth 1000 gold
dinarim to make amends for the 1000 lights—is unnecessary
on Shabbas.

Moshe Rabeinu are returned to him on Shabbas.

Notwithstanding, it is evident that the reappearance of the
1000 lights on every Shabbas is lacking; it is not completely as it
was prior to the “cheit ha’eigel” Proof of this is the fact that the

Shvilei Pinclhes

decree of death has not been repealed—as was the case before
the shattering of the luchos. Furthermore, we have still not
merited the complete geulah. Clearly, the appearance of the 1000
lights on Shabbas is merely a semblance of the future geulah. This
is consistent with the kedushah of Shabbas, which is merely a
semblance of Olam HaBa. Therefore, we still need to find ways to
complete the tikun of 100 Berachos even on Shabbas—Dby eating
fruit and hearing the Berachos of those who are called up to the
Torah. Thus, we will hasten the arrival of the future geulah—at
which time the 1000 lights will be restored fully and the decree

of death will be repealed.

This explains very nicely the rationale provided by Chazal in
the Gemara for the reason they only instituted seven Berachos
in the silent prayers of Shabbas rather than eighteen, like
on the weekdays: “They did not impose upon him due to
their concern for the honor of the Shabbas.” They wished
to demonstrate that the obligation to rectify the 1000 lights
by means of 100 Berachos is not the same on Shabbas as it is
during the week. Therefore, they chose not to impose on the
tzibbur. Nevertheless, we are still obliged to complete the tally
of 100 Berachos on Shabbas in order to hasten the arrival of the
geulah and the complete return of the 1000 lights, swiftly, in

our times! Amen.
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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY

iraas Shamayim, fear of heaven, seems like a daunting
Y task to us. In the minds of many, leading a life that

is dictated by the fear of Hashem and having it play
a role in all of our decisions is reserved for the Tzadikim.
However, as Moshe Rabeinu reminds Klal Yisroel of Hashems
expectations, he asks them; nx+5 ox »3 qayn Sxw Ppbxr 7 nn
' what does Hashem your G-d ask of you but merely to fear
Hashem your G-d etc. insinuating that Yiraas Shamayim is
not a vast or immense demand. “Just” a small thing, to have
Yiraas Shamayim. This prompts Chazal (Berachos 33b) to
ask; is Yiraas Shamayim a small matter? They answer, »215 ,1x
X1 X Xn>n nwn yes, for Moshe who said these words, it
was a small matter. Meforshim wonder, how Moshe charged
us, pedestrian humans with this demand - small matter as it
may have been to him - true fear of Heaven was a great deal
to ask of everyone else.

We may begin to understand this based on the words of the
Maharal (Gevuras Hashem Perek 18). As a brief introduction,
Torah names typically define the very essence of the person
or object. (See Tiferes Yisroel Mishnayos Shekalim beginning
of Perek 6 for a fascinating read of this subject) When Adam
named all the animals, the Torah recounts; “and whatever
Adam called each creature, that was its name” (Beraishis 2:19).
Adam assessed the fundamental nature of each animal and
named it accordingly. Names are not only for identification,
they are descriptive.

Chazal (Yalkut Divrei Ha' Yamim 1;674-4) say that Moshe had
ten names. Each name describes another aspect of Moshes
qualities. His father called him Chaver, his mother referred
to him as Yekusiel etc. (Yalkut Shemos 2-166) The name as
he is known is Moshe, given to him by Bisya the daughter of
Pharaoh, as she declared; \nn*wn o jn », for I drew him from
the water. What was unique about this name that Hashem
chose it over the others? And why did she choose the word
om-Mayim over the word mx- Yeor, river?

Maharal provides us with a glimpse into the depths of this
name and why even Kadosh Baruch Hu used this name.
He explains, in Maharal-speak, that Mayim epitomizes
Gashmiyus — materialism, (see his lengthy elucidation; ibid)
and Moshe is epitome of Ruchnayus - spirituality, as if he has
no physical existence. (Meforshim suggest that it is for this

TIN 721y, S _. >

D”YWn ax’1d

reason that no one knows the burial place of Moshe as there
was no physical aspect to his being that required burial) The
name Moshe, is inherently the polar opposite of what water
symbolizes and he was thereby named as being drawn from
it.

And although this deep concept is difficult to fully grasp, the
basic idea that water symbolizes Gashmiyus can be applied
to clarify the aforementioned Gemara. The Gemara is not
inferring that it was easy for the “Ish Moshe” the man Moshe
to achieve Yiras Shamayim over others, rather its easier for
the person imbued with the characteristic of Moshe-one who
frees himself from the shackles of Gashmiyus, to achieve
Yiras Shamayim. Hence, the Gemara doesn’t refer to him as
Moshe Rabeinu, rather Moshe inferring the Middah, not the
man.

The more one is determined to fulfill his Gashmiyus bucket
list, Yiraas Shamayim becomes that much more of an elusive
goal.

Rav Shimon Ben Pazi said about the human condition,
Mym *H X My S Mx- woe to me from my Creator, who is
sure to punish me if I succumb to temptation and woe to
me from my Yetzer Hara, who attempts to lure me from
the proper ways (Berachos 61a). The Alter of Kelm (Kisvei
Ha'Sabba V’Talmidav M’Kelm volume 1 page 218) views this
important statement as the barometer to gauge one’s level of
Yiraas Shamayim. If ones concern of »¥rn " nx is expressed
more often, the “Krechz” is bigger than the fear of myn 5 nx
it is indicative of a sound level of Yiraas Shamayim.

The Torah commands (Eikev 10:16) 03225 nbny nx onbm — and
you shall cut away the barrier of your heart. Rashi explains
Orlah as the blockage and covering of our hearts. There is a
spiritual hardening of the arteries which we are commanded
to remove. Chidushei Harim notes, that it says Levavchem,
your hearts-plural, and not Halev-singular, because every
heart has its own challenges and blockages that prevents us
from growing. Every one of us has our own struggle to reach
Yiraas Shamayim.

May Hashem allow us to accomplish this “small matter” and
become nnxa omw xv.

MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the leadership of Rav Chaim Zev Levitan and is dedicated to oider Bais Medrash bochurim who have
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

M

The necessity and responsibility to study Torah is mentioned a few times
in this Parsha. People can learn Torah to fulfill their obligation without
appreciating the many advantages of learning Torah as is intended, and as a
result, they will not be rewarded with the life-enhancing skills found inside
of it.

y thought on this week’s Parsha is of secondary importance to
an expression within the thought which | have learned to “carry”
around with me. | hope readers will do the same.

Unaware of the beauty of Torah, many people may believe that they have
extracted whatever there is to extract when, in reality, they have not. This
causes them to believe that they can offer opinions, act as a leader, and
become resentful when they do not understand the Torah.

Sefer Eliyohu Rabo (6/19): Koro Odom V’lo Shono, Adayin Bachutz Hu
Omeid, If a person learns Tanach but not Mishnayos, he is still Bachutz, on
the outside. That means he is not capable of grasping what Tanach really
means. This statement is not intended as a criticism as much as it is an

assessment of his status and what he can expect from the Torah.

Tono D’bei Eliyohu continues, Shono V’lo Koro Adayin Bachutz Hu Omeid.
If a person learns Mishnayus but has not learned Tanach, he is still on the
outside of understanding the Torah. This is a statement to those who learn
Gemorroh, but have a minimal grasp of Tanach.

Finally, Koro V’shono Vlo Shimeish Talmidei Chachomim, Dome K’mi
Shenisalmo Mimenu Divrei Torah. If a person learned both Tanach and
Mishnayus but has not learned under a Rebbi (which, to a degree, is achieved
by learning Gemorroh), it is as if the wisdom of the Torah is still hidden from
him. This is because there are so many gaps in his understanding that his
knowledge has no practical value.

The expression Bachutz means a lot to me. | fear that | am not getting it and
even more afraid that | think | am.To be on the outside means the Torah has
not taught me how to live or how to think,and therefore | am not capable of
making effective decisions. Everyone who claims to affiliate with the world
of Torah should be terrified that they may be Bachutz, on the outside, and
do what they can to truly belong to the Torah world.

Maturity Through Experience

business, and even in friendships. One of the more important

requirements is the ability to think several steps ahead. Some people

are naturally gifted in this area. Many are not. Such people are at
risk of being taken advantage of when dealing with others who are capable
of thinking ahead.

T here are certain skills necessary to excel in marriage, parenting,

There is a second skill required for people to succeed in life which, again,
some people are naturally gifted at while others are not. It is the ability
to anticipate other people’s personal preferences. |
can make a "move” to which | know what my reaction
would be, but this is meaningless if | don’t know how
the other person will react.

When working with individuals and families, | find that
many people fall into the category of those unable to
think beyond the next step. In addition, their decisions
are made without considering how their child or
mentee will react to their decisions. This is what | have
referred to in the past as people's personal databases,
without which it becomes difficult to be confident with any decision. | have
written extensively on the topic of databases. My video lectures on this topic
can also be found on TorahAnytime.com.

The ability to anticipate several steps ahead and to know how others
will react, when not natural skills, can be learned ones. First, people must
appreciate their importance. Often, it is simply not important enough to
them to even make the effort. Many people respond to what they consider
to be counterintuitive advice with blank stares, unaware that there is more

"One of the bigqest causes for
failure in Chinuch is when
parents/Mechanchim do not

consider how the child will

react to their decisions.”

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck
to consider than just the immediate next step.

Considering the next step requires parents to look at a child, not as
they are now, but how, it is reasonable to believe, they will become
after they react to the parent’s decisions.

1) | often suggest to young men and women that they begin the Shidduch
process even if they don’t seem to be ready to marry and undertake the
responsibilities of a family. (Of course, this must be decided on a case-by-
case basis.) | do so because | have found that people
generally don’t mature merely with the passage
of time. They mature because of the stages in
life they experience. Knowing that they are “on the
market” causes them to act differently, as do all the
subsequent stages of actually dating, going out on a few
dates with the same person, considering engagement,
and engagement, etc.

While there is risk in such a decision, there is also risk

in stagnating people’s growth. This same rule applies
in other areas. People that are not responsible often become responsible
when those responsibilities are the result of the next stage of life, such as
transitioning from elementary to high school or from a local to an out-of-
town school.

To succeed, it is necessary that they realize that they are moving ahead in
life and not just being asked to accept more responsibilities. Whether or
not they will interpret the next stage as moving forward in life depends
on the individuals themselves, as well as how it is presented to them. The
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best opportunities are when they are motivated on their own. | often
tell parents that if they want to do something, then it is already
something for them to consider.

2) Some people are unable to see beyond anything not directly in range of
their view. | often tell people that,at Areivim’s housing, we offer a community,
an environment which allows people their best opportunity to grow. While
we offer room and board, that is not what they should be focusing on.
Recently, someone insisted on seeing the house before their relative moved
in. The house was clean besides the kitchen which is actively used (that
should be a good thing). They cancelled their plans to move in, as they were
unable to see beyond what was in front of them.

One of the biggest causes for failure in Chinuch is when parents/
Mechanchim do not consider how the child will react to their
decisions. There are very few decisions which are good or bad moves. It
is mostly about how the other person will react. Many parents choose a
school because it is what their child really needs without considering how
their child will react. Saying “structure is good for my child” may be true
but it also may not be practical at this stage. Most children that require
structure react poorly to it and that has to be considered before a decision
is finalized.

Therefore, as important as it is to be able to see beyond the next move,
it is equally important to be able to incorporate the personality of those
being helped into the decision process. When parents ask whether their
suggestion is an effective one, | ask them the following question: “How will
your child likely react?”

Often their response will be, “Well, | hope they will react in a positive
manner”. Or, they ask me how | think the child will respond, even though |

never met their child. | tell them that asking me how they should respond
is meaningless because the question to ask is, if | did “X”, how will my child
react. They are the ones that know the answer.

3) The lack of the two skills mentioned above plays a strong role with regard
to money. Many parents ask their children to contribute to the cost of the
family car, pay for their own clothing when they have jobs, etc. | am very
opposed to this idea. (Readers should feel comfortable contacting me if they
would like to discuss my position, and the alternatives.)

| have spoken to multiple teenagers who tell me that money, more than any
other single issue, taints their attitude towards their parents. Children can
not comprehend that their parents struggle with financing, so they interpret
the request for money to be a selfish one. Nothing parents say changes their
opinion. Therefore, asking children to contribute to the household is a great
idea if they do not consider how their child will react to the request, which
would often turn the idea into a terrible one.

Of the most difficult challenges when trying to help people is that there is
a wide range of possible responses. With regard to their actions, there may
be only two or three choices, such as will the child show up or not show
up to the job that someone found for him. Nevertheless, there are multiple
possible internal reactions they may have. Some examples include the mood
that it will create, the long-term resentment the child may harbor for being
manipulated, and his feeling of failure if the job overwhelms him. | am asking
parents to pause before deciding and to do their best to consider all the
factors, present and future, and to consider the preferences of the invidual
being helped.

Story from "Torah Tavlin™ By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman

himon was an eleven year old boy learning in a Polish cheder, when R’
S Meir Shapiro ZT”L, the Lubliner Rav, came to test the boys and speak

to them in learning. The children exceeded his expectations and the

Rav told the children that as a prize for doing so well he was going to
share with them a secret for life. He quoted the following words from the
Be’er Hativ in the name of the Chinuch:“Whoever is careful to recite Birchas
Hamazon with kavana, word for word (from a bentcher), is assured he will
never worry about where his next meal will come from for his needs will be
taken care of with respect and generosity all the days of his life.” The words
entered Shimon’s heart and he decided, right then and there, to accept upon
himself to always bentch with kavana (concentration). It wasn’t easy. After
lunch, while other children ran out to play, he stayed longer, taking his time,
saying each word carefully, wasting most of recess but never relenting on his
kabalah.

When the Second World War broke out, Shimon was still a boy. Amidst
the havoc of war, he was separated from his entire family, undergoing misery
and loneliness in Nazi concentration camps. Fortunately, he was chosen to
work in the camp kitchen, as an assistant to the cook and this made Shimon
constantly aware that the blessing of R’ Meir was already being fulfilled. There
was no shortage of food in the kitchen and he never had to worry about
going hungry. He made sure that after eating bread, he would recite every
word of bentching loud and clear and if he saw that circumstances would not
allow him to bentch properly - he wouldn’t eat!

One day, a high ranking Nazi officer walked into the warm kitchen and
noticed Shimon working there. Instantly, he became furious and started
screaming, “How can it be that a Jewish boy is healthy and well-fed in this
camp?” He told Shimon to walk outside immediately and handed him a small
hammer. Pointing to the frozen earth he told him to dig a bunker two meters
deep to protect Nazi officers from the Russian bombs. It was obviously an
impossible request and they both knew it. But none of that mattered.“Upon
completion you may return to the kitchen,” said the sadistic animal and
stormed away. The implications were obvious. Shimon was never meant to
return to the safety and warmth of the camp kitchen.With the small hammer
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in hand, Shimon raised his eyes Heavenward.“Hashem,” he said,“l am keeping
my part of the deal,and | was promised that | will be taken care of all the days
of my life. | am still a child! Is this called my whole life?”

Suddenly, a truck full of German soldiers drove by. When they saw a
Jewish boy standing on the frozen ground, trying to dig with a hammer, they
burst into racuous laughter. Furthering his embarrassment, the Germans
began pelting the young boy with whatever was at hand. There were bottles
and cigarette butts, but also potatoes, cucumbers and other produce. This
went on for a quite a bit.VWhen the truck finally moved away, Shimon realized
that he was standing in the midst of a pile of vegetables! He had asked for
food, and here it was! But he wasn’t out of the woods yet. He needed to dig
an impossible hole and if he couldn’t finish the bunker before the Nazi officer
returned, all these vegetables would be useless to him!

But this prayer, too, was quickly answered. Out of nowhere, another truck
drove by - this one carrying non-Jewish Polish soldiers. They saw piles of
vegetables and asked Shimon if they can have some.With a sudden stroke of
inspiration, Shimon responded, “Well, if you dig me a bunker right here, two
meters deep, | will let you take all the food!” Without Shimon even lifting a
finger, the men jumped out of their truck and with their shovels and picks,
set to work. Before long, the hole was completed and Shimon was more than
happy to give them the entire stock of his valuable produce.

Soon the Nazi officer returned. He stood there shocked, unable to fathom
how a child had managed to dig such a precise bunker, through frozen earth,
with just a hammer for digging! He looked at Shimon with a venomous gaze
and declared, “| always knew you Jews have someone watching over you.”
Then he ordered Shimon back to the kitchen!

With the help of Hashem, Shimon survived the war, promising himself
in those dark days, that he would always make sure to bentch with kavanah
- thanking the One Above for providing him with food in such a generous
fashion.And he kept this kabalah his entire life. In Jerusalem, where he lived,
he was well-known for his special affinity and zehirus for the mitzvah of
Birchas Hamazon.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT'L

David Gurwitz
Parshas Ekev

Seeing Kindness in the Heel

Let’s see how much we might learn from examining a place we rarely ever see, or think about, or feel, but which serves as one of
the foundations of our lives - the heel.

Let’s also see how this week’s Parsha’s commandment to eat and be satisfied - which led to the creation by our Sages of the full
prayer after eating - also ties in with Chesed, and more.

Then, let’s try and combine the heel and chesed.

This week’s Parsha begins with the following words; “It shall come to pass because you listen to these laws.” Why did it use the
word Ekev next to the word listen? “Ekev” means the following: end, because, reward, and “as a consequence of”. It is an unusual
word. It also means...heel.

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/ provides a long explanation on how the word Ekev fits in to his view of all the mitzvahs and
chukim and mishpatim which are lumped together under the word mishpatim. He beautifully explains that they are all to be carried
out under the yardstick of tzedek, as duties we owe; hence, no reward can be claimed.

We cannot see the results of fulfilling any mitzvah. The paths of the Torah form an ever widening circle, in which the mitzvahs
overlap and lose themselves in each other. We see far reaching results from what are apparently small mitzvahs. Therefore, all
must be done with equal conscientious faithfulness, all being equal to us, as a duty we owe.

Ekev, he says, indicates something NOT consciously striven for. It is something that remains unconsidered, which teaches us to
focus on that which we might leave behind, due to possibly being influenced by the changing circumstances of the times. We might
step over them - hence, ekev - as having little meaning. Distinguishing between more and less important was always bad for us.

The first Beis Hamidkdash was destroyed due to lack of adam I’'mokem, and the second due to adam I'chavera. We must take the
Torah as a whole — as King David says in Tehillim, Toras Hashem temimah Mshivas Nafesh.

The Baal HaTurim also teaches us - 700 years ago - more about the word Ekev. He points out that the word Ekev has a value of
172, equaling the number of words in the Ten Commandments! The Torah is teaching us that, if we will listen to the 172 words of
the Ten Commandments, which are the basis of and contain all of the 613 Mitzvot, we will merit Hashem’s kindness that he swore
to our forefathers.

The Baal Haturim pointed out in last week’s Parsha that the second Luchos had 189 words, as compared to the first. The
difference, of course, is 17 - the value of the word Tov - good.

It occurred to me last Shabbos while reading the baal haturim during the leining of Parshas Veetchanan that 172 and 189 - the
combined number of words in both Luchos - equals 361, which is the value of the words byad Moshe, meaning by the hand of
Moshe! That is exactly the number of words he brought down in two trips!

The Baal Haturim also points out that the letters of the word Ekev can be rearranged to spell the word Kevah, permanent, which
we are instructed to do in Pirkei Avos this week regarding setting fixed times to study Torah.

Following this thought, we understand why the Gemara in Yuma, Daf 28b, tells us that Avraham kept the entire Torah before it
was given. We learn that Avraham kept the entire Torah from the language in the Akeidah, where it says Ekev Asher Avraham
Bekoli — because he listened to “"My” voice - since the word Ekev and its hint at 172 words, is used there.

The Baal Haturim also points out that the heel walks behind the foot, in a humble way, and it is therefore not “stubbed” as are the
toes! We “dig in” squarely with our heels!

It is quite fascinating that the number of bones in the foot is twenty six, which is the value of Hashem’s name. This helps us
remember who is supporting us when we stand and walk - and the rest of life as well.

The Lubavitch Rebbi, zt”/, tells us that the heel has some significant advantages over other limbs, in that it is the part of the body
that yields most easily to the will - putting the heel into hot or cold water is easier than with any other limb. While this seems to
come from insensitivity, in fact, being so far from the mind and heart, the heel is less resistant to our conscious power, and more
to our inner power.

Rashi tells us more - if a person listens to the commandments that he would normally tread with his heel, then, Hashem will
safeguard him. The Parsha then immediately points out the Chesed that Hashem swore to our forefathers, and in doing so,
connects the two ideas.
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Where can we see more Chesed hidden in the letters of the word itself, and the idea, of Ekev?

The letters Ayin and Bais surround the letter Kuf, forming the word Ekev. Ayin and Bais — 70 and 2 - add up to 72, the value
of........ Chesed!

When these two letters are spelled out, we see something amazing. Ayin — when spelled out (Ayin -Yud - Nun) adds up to 130.
Bais - when spelled out (Bais - Yud - Sof), add up to 412. Together, these two spelled out letters of Ayin and Bais, the letters
surrounding the Kuf in the word Ekef, add up 542, which is the value, with the Collel, of the word.... Yisrael!l!

There we see a hint of the Chesed inherent in Yisrael, with the surrounding part of the word for heel!
That is Part One. Let’s look at the letter Kuf, the remaining inner letter.

Kuf - when spelled out (Kuf Vav Peh) equals 186, which is the value of the word Makum, Hashem’s place! In fact, the letters of
Hashem’s name, when multiplied by themselves - i.e., Yud times Yud, Heh times Heh, etc - also adds up to 186! What do we see
from all of this?

THE SURROUNDING OUTSIDE LETTERS OF EKEV - Ayin (Ayin Yud Nun - 130) - and Bais (Bais Yud Sof - 412) total 542,
REPRESENT THE CHESED INHERENT IN YISRAEL, WHILE THE INNER LETTER - Kuf Vav Peh - 186 - REPRESENTS HASHEM’S PLACE
OF HOLINESS.

Now we can, perhaps, begin to understand how we became Am Yisrael, Bnei Yisrael, Clal Yisrael, Netzach Yisrael, from David
Melech Yisrael - from an Ekev.

Let’s recall from Sefer Shemos how we received the name Yisrael. Yaakov was born with his hand grasping on to the heel of Esau.
Hence, his name in Hebrew means “from the heel”. The root of his name implies another aspect of Ekev — HUMILITY. After all, the
heel is the lowest part of the body.

However, humility does not mean PASSIVITY. Let’s review the way Yaakov received the name Yisrael in light of this idea.

Yaakov fought with and overpowered the angel of Esau, and the angel named him Yisrael, which means, you have struggled with
G-d, and with man, and you won. That is what Yisrael - Israel - means. We struggle. But we win.

The letters of Yisrael, when rearranged, spell Rosh Li, the head is mine.

So Yaakov’'s two names - Yaakov, related to the heel, and Yisrael, the head is mine - represent the span from low to high, from
the apparently least sensitive - the heel - to the apparently most sensitive - the head. Yaakov’s nhew name encompassed the entire
gamut of life.

That is perhaps why the Torah calls him an Ish Tam - a complete man. Yaakov fought with Esau’s angel.

Our sages tell us that this angel has three personalities, and names - the Satan, the Yetzer Hara, and the Katigor - the
prosecuting angel in heaven, who argues against us after the Yetzer Hara influences us negatively and before the Satan executes
judgment on us.

This angel named Yaakov - Yisrael. We discussed that the difference in Gematria between Yisrael — his - our - new name, and
Yaakov is 541, less 182, which is 359, the Gematria of Satan!!! Yaakov was able to incorporate all of the Satan, and overpower
him, to become Yisrael, or Rosh Li, the head is mine.

Now, let’s look at what we all pray for daily.
Moshiach (which is the rearranged letters of the word Yismach - you shall be joyous) has a Gematria of 358.
He is one less than the Satan, in this world. He always seems to be behind by 1 in this battle.

We see that one of the names of the defending angels is Sanigor. The Gematria of Sanigor - 323 - is one more than the Gematria
of Katigor - 322. Here, the deficit of one is reversed. What is the end result? In heaven, we are ahead by one - Always.

In this world, we are behind by one - Always. That is an even playing field. How does this relate to the heel?

The actions that simply require us to get up and start doing something different and differently - even the actions of an insensitive,
lowly heel - can, and usually do, require us to take a first step, and what is that point of first contact?

It is the heel.
Now we can see the connection to eating and thanking Hashem that we discussed above.

Benching - the prayer for after eating, from this week’s Parsha which says “you shall eat and be satisfied” - has an expression
near its end which relates to this.

Harachaman Hu ....... May the Compassionate One make us worthy of the days of Moshiach and the Life of the World To
come....Magdil Yeshusos Malcho, V' Ose Chesed Limshiku — One of makes great the salvations of his King - and does Chesed -
kindness - which brings His Moshiach .

Doing Chesed brings Moshiach - that is the message.
Our sages tell us that the times before the coming of Moshiach are called the Heels of the Moshiach.

The letters of the word for heel contain the Chesed of Yisrael - whose name comes from the “heel” based battle for Moshiach -
surrounding the Makom, the place of Hashem, whose value is hinted at in the entire foot bone structure.

Hashem should empower us to learn how to constantly take that first step for Chesed, already inherent in the letters forming the
word Ekev - heel. There is already Chesed mystically hidden in the letters which make up the place where we land that step - the
supposedly ‘lowly” heel - and in every trip we take.

Recall from the Drush on Massei regarding Vayesu and Vayachanu that the difference in EVERY journey we take, between every
leaving and camping, is the value of Chesed.

These individual steps will, G-d willing, combine to form the foundation to withstand the tremors of the overall heels of Moshiach,
may he come soon, in our days.
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You shall know in your heart that just as a father will chastise his
son, so Hashem, your G-d, chastises you. (8:5)

Every time that we as a nation — or Jews individually — are
challenged with adversity, be it in the guise of illness, economic
troubles, childrearing, or circumstances that cause unspeakable
pain, we ask ourselves: What is the purpose of this challenge? Is this
Heavenly punishment meted out against a person, or is it a Heavenly
Father’s loving discipline? Is it punitive, or therapeutic? The
distinction is in the word, “Father.” How do we view the Source of
the adversity? Is it from a Master or from a loving Father? The Torah
gives us the answer with the above pasuk: “Just as a father chastises
his son, so, too, Hashem chastises you.” It is loving discipline. Will
the awareness that it is being sent to us by Hashem in His role as
Father make a difference? Absolutely. We realise that Hashem seeks
our return to Him. The adversity serves as a reminder: “Although
you have acted out of character, | still love you. You are My son. |
would like you to come home. This is a reminder that | care about
you.”

Concerning the pasuk in Mishlei 3:12, “For Hashem
admonishes the one He loves; as a father, He mollifies the child,” the
Gaon, zI, m’Vilna writes that “A father disciplines a child that he
loves until he sees a positive reaction, when the child changes the
downward/negative course of his trajectory. This chastisement is a
manifestation of deep, abiding love. A father wants his son to
change; thus, he ‘encourages’ his return through various media, of
which pain/trouble/adversity is a powerful motivator.” The Gra adds,
“The sign that this adversity originates from deep love is, that when
it is over, one sees the father making every attempt to fulfil the
wishes of the child.” (Once the censure has run its course and
succeeded in turning around the child’s behaviour, the father is
prepared to do anything to “get into his child’s good graces.”)
Veritably, when one chastens, employing the medium of painful and
troubling challenges, it is an indication that a loving father is behind
the “slap.” One does not slap a stranger’s child, because it is none of
his business. When it is my child who requires “straightening out,”
however, | will apply the necessary discipline.

Horav Simchah Wasserman, zl, underscored this idea in
light of the unspeakable horrors and tragedies which our People
sustained during the Holocaust. This was both a churban gashmi,
physical/material destruction, and a churban ruchni, spiritual
devastation, in which the greatest Torah leaders and yeshivos were
destroyed. What is the Heavenly sign that indicates that this was all
part of the Heavenly Father’s plan? The fact that today we are
blessed with an extraordinary abundance of yeshivos, Torah scholars
of all genres, means that Klal Yisrael is building both spiritually and
physically. (One only has to take a look at the sheer numbers of
Torah families throughout the United States, Europe and, of course,
Eretz Yisrael, to affirm this verity.) We are on the upswing. As in the
Egyptian exile, when we grew exponentially with each mother giving
birth to sextuplets, we are growing today. Kiruv/Jewish outreach is at
an all-time high. Young people are returning “home” to the Judaism
of their grandparents and great-grandparents. All of this is a sign
that the suffering which we endured seventy-five years ago was

orchestrated by Hashem as a Father acting out of love for His
children. We are not privy to His reasoning, but we accept His
decree as children who respect their Father should.

It is with this logic in mind that we are, perhaps, able to
understand how some of our greatest and holiest leaders accepted
Divine will with consummate love. Horav Yisrael Gustman, zl, was a
Talmudic genius without peer. At the age of twenty, he served as a
dayan, judge, on the illustrious Bais Din, Rabbinical court, of Horav
Chaim Ozer Grodzinski, head of European Jewry. Rav Gustman
suffered terribly throughout the horrors of the Holocaust. He related
that during the entire period of the war, he recited Viduy (confession
before death) hundreds of times. Death had approached him so
often, and so close, that he used the shorter, abridged version of
Viduy, because he was uncertain whether he would live long enough
to recite the long form. (The mere fact that he had the presence of
mind to recite Viduy, to confess his sins, is an indication of his
enormous love for Hashem and His profound understanding that the
tragedy which was occurring before his very eyes was part of a
Divine plan.)

Rav Gustman was subjected to the most inhuman physical
and psychological torture. How he survived in body, mind and soul is
a mystery. | take the liberty of sharing some of his experiences, so
that the reader can have a deeper appreciation of this great Rosh
Yeshivah. On one occasion the Nazis decided to “relieve” the Vilna
labour camp of its Jewish population. Rav Gustman and others were
marched to the Ponary Forest at the outskirts of Vilna and lined up
at the edge of a large pit. An SS man walked down the line of Jews
and shot each one in the head, after which each one fell backwards
into the pit. (I do not think anyone of our generation has an idea
about — or is able to fathom — the immense suffering endured by
these brave, martyred men and women.) When the SS man came to
Rav Gustman, he shot him in the head as well. The Rosh Yeshivah
felt the bullet enter his skull and he, too, fell into the pit, assuming
that within a few moments he, too, would be dead.

Once in the pit, however, he realised that he had
movement in his arms and feet. He was not dead. He was very much
alive! He lay there, playing dead, until the Nazis concluded their
beastly work. He then untangled himself from beneath the corpses
and pulled himself out of the pit. He had no question in his mind: he
had been the recipient of an overt miracle. The bullet had
penetrated his skull and remained embedded there, invisible, with
no apparent wound inflicted.

On another occasion, once again in the Ponary Forest, Rav
Gustman was present when Jewish families were brought to be
murdered. A pit had been dug, and the men were separated from
the women and children. This was the scene that confronted him:
men on one side of the pit; women and children on the other side.
The Nazis then took the children from their mothers’ arms (in some
cases they pried the children from their mothers’ arms), flung them
up in the air, and shot them while they were still in the air. The
corpses of these tiny Kedoshim, holy martyrs, fell into the pit, after
which their murders were followed by that of their parents. Mothers
would run over to the Nazis and plead that they be killed before
their children, in order not to witness the death of their children.
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After witnessing this horrific scene, Rav Gustman “lost it.”
He could no longer contain himself. He was determined to speak to
the “hearts” of the executioners. He approached the officer in
charge and asked to speak with him. The response was as to be
expected from such a subhuman beast: he raised his rifle and gashed
the Rosh Yeshivah in the head with its butt. Rav Gustman fell to the
ground, bleeding profusely from a gash in his head.

He never forgot this scene. Indeed, when Rav Gustman
lived in Yerushalayim, he would stand and watch as the children
would parade through the streets on Yom Yerushalayim. He
explained, “My eyes that have seen children murdered can
appreciate the sight of Jewish children marching in joy through the
streets of Yerushalayim.”

Rav Gustman had a ben yachid, only son, Meir, whom he
called Meirke. He was the apple of his father’s eye, a child so sweet
and bright, as beautiful as a child could be. During a purge of the
Jewish children of the Vilna Ghetto, the Nazis discovered the hiding
place where Rav Gustman had concealed Meirke. He held the boy in
his arms to protect him from the beasts. It was not enough, as the
Nazis beat the child relentlessly, raining blows on the boy and his
father until the child bled out over his father. When the Nazis were
convinced that the child had succumbed, they pushed the father and
dead son into a pile of manure.

Rav Gustman washed off his son’s body and then
personally buried him. He removed the boy’s shoes which he used
to secure bread for his starving wife and daughter. His usual
procedure was to divide whatever food he was able to obtain, with
the largest portion going to his son and daughter, the next to his
wife. The last portion was eaten by himself. This time, however, he
found himself unable to do so. He felt that he was eating his own
son’s flesh.

After relating some of the tragic events in the life of this
legendary Torah giant, one wonders: How did he remain normal?
How was he able to learn Torah, to teach students? How did he
function as a human being after experiencing such unspeakable
horrors? There is only one answer: He believed with complete faith
that whatever had occurred was part of a Divine decree; part of our
Divine Father’s love for His children.

We are unable to grasp Hashem’s decree. As the Kotzker
Rebbe, zI, would say, “If one understands what G-d does, then He is
not G-d.” All we can do is affirm, believe and accept. This is how
children are to respond to their parents.
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Arise, descend quickly from here, for your people have become
corrupt...they have made themselves a molten image... | grasped the
two Tablets and threw them... and | smashed them. (9:12-17)

The chet haeigel, sin of the Golden Calf, went down in
infamy as the greatest religious outrage, the ramifications of which
continue to haunt us to this very day. The wrath manifest by Hashem
against His nation almost catalysed our extinction. Horav Avraham
Pam, zI (“Messages From Rav Pam”/Rabbi Shalom Smith), posits that
the sin of the Golden Calf was not merely idolatry. This was not Klal
Yisrael’s first jaunt with paganism. They had been idol worshippers
while they were still in Egypt. The Golden Calf was difficult, because
it was not ordinary idolatry, but rather, a fusion, an attempted
synthesis of kedushah and tumah, holiness and impurity. They had
created a molten image of a calf which they somehow thought was
infused with holiness. They thought they were doing the right thing.
Since Moshe Rabbeinu was not present — they felt that they needed
a replacement.

Is it any different today, when we attempt to create a trans-
religion by combining Torah with modern culture, ignoring traditions

of the past, labelling them archaic and not in tune with the times?
“Heaven forbid” should we reject religious observance. We only
want to infuse it with contemporary culture. Let us come out of the
dark ages, no longer relegate ourselves to being primitive men, and
do it the modern, progressive way. This has been the clarion call of
the reformers heralding back to the original eigel worshippers.

When the Heavens parted during the Giving of the Torah,
Hashem’s Throne had been visible. On it, Klal Yisrael saw the
engraved form of a calf. Voila! This would be a suitable form of a
godhead. Indeed, Hashem would even be pleased. The underlying
chet, sin, of the eigel was the blurring of the distinction between
holiness and impurity, to the extent that some of them actually
thought that they were performing a mitzvah!

This was the coup d’etat, ultimate success of the yetzer
hora: Convincing the sinners that they were saving Judaism from
itself. They claimed that idolatry that is a mitzvah is no longer
idolatry. They were serving Hashem in a more progressive, more
inclusive, manner. This explains why Moshe did not immediately
shatter the Luchos. He waited until he had descended and had seen
the moral and spiritual outrage of their religious perversion with his
own eyes. ldolatry alone would not have spurred Moshe to shatter
the Luchos. The people had been idolatrous in Egypt, and yet they
had been able to return to Hashem. This form of idolatry, a fusion of
holiness and impurity, took no prisoners. It was ultimate destruction.
An aveirah, sin, which is thought to be a mitzvah, is the most
insidious and lethal form of sin, undermining the opportunity for
return. After all, people believe that they are saving Judaism — not
destroying it.

It was only after Moshe Rabbeinu personally saw the
revelry and the morally abberative behaviour associated with the
“service” to the Golden Calf that he arrived at the conclusion that
this was not just idolatry — it was a lethal fusion of holy and profane.
This is a recipe for disaster. A number of situations and issues exist in
Jewish religious life in which the dichotomy between the holy and
profane is a matter of opinion, based on how one chooses to
interpret halachah or whom one chooses to follow in his views. This
is one of the greatest challenges of our time. In order to survive one
must have a rebbe who is a consummate Torah scholar, an individual
whose moral and ethical purity is unquestionable and only
superseded by his yiraas Shomayim, fear of Heaven.

01117 721 1TV
And to serve Him with all your heart. (11:13)

What is meant by service of the heart? Rashi quotes the
Talmud (Taanis 2a) that states: Zu hee tefillah, “This is prayer.”
Tefillah is the service of Hashem which is performed in the heart.
Mental and emotional concentration is an essential component of
prayer. One who does not concentrate during prayer is simply
reciting words. Prayer is man’s conversation with Hashem. One
cannot have an effective, intelligent conversation unless he thinks
about what he is saying and to Whom he is speaking. When one
prays, it is critical that he divest himself of all extraneous thoughts,
so that he can focus his mind on what he is doing: speaking with
Hashem. Prayer is actually much more than conversation. It is
avodah she’b’lev, service of the heart. It is a service; we serve
Hashem through prayer.

Let us attempt to describe the depth of the service, so that
we can better understand the critical importance of maintaining
complete focus on the prayer that we are offering up to Hashem.
Horav Yechezkel Abramsky, zI (quoted by Horav Reuven Karlinstein,
zl), asks the following question. The Kohen Gadol would enter the
Kodesh HaKedoshim, Holy of Holies, four times on Yom Kippur. (This
was the only time that he went into this holy place. He was the only
person who ever entered.) Prior to the first three times that he
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entered, he would remove his golden vestments and change into
white linen vestments. The first time he entered, he burned the
Ketores, Incense. The second time was to sprinkle the blood of the
par, young bullock. The third time was to sprinkle the blood of the
se’ir, goat. He then once again donned his golden vestments and
continued the avodos ha’chutz, the outer service, performed in the
Kodesh, Holy. He then once again changed into linen vestments in
order to enter the Kodesh HaKodoshim for the purpose of removing
the kaf, spoon, on which he transported the Ketores and Machatah,
shovel, which was used to carry the burning hot coals. After
removing these two utensils, he once again changed into his gold
vestments. Having said this, we turn to the question. It is
understandable that in order to remove the shovel, it was necessary
for the Kohen Gadol to return to the Kodesh HaKodoshim. Initially,
when he left the shovel with burning hot coals on it, he would wait
until the Ketores was burnt. The spoon, however, was emptied of
Ketores. It was clean. Why did he not remove it when he left the first
time? Why was it necessary to return for the purpose of retrieving
the spoon? During this time, the spoon did not serve a specific
purpose. Why did he not take it out when he left?

Rav Abramsky explains that when the service of the
Ketores was concluded, the Kohen Gadol would stop and recite a
short prayer. When one prays, he should not be holding an empty
cup (or anything) in his hand, because it is distracting, and he cannot
concentrate completely on the prayer. Therefore, he leaves the
spoon (which might be a distraction during his short prayer) in the
Kodesh HaKodoshim, only to return a fourth time to retrieve it.

Rav Karlinsky now adds his piéce de résistance. If one’s
spoon in his hand is considered a distraction and impugns the
integrity of the prayer, can we begin to imagine what one hundred
“spoons in the head” will do to one’s prayer? (This means: We pray
to Hashem with a wandering mind that is thinking about everything
but the words of his prayer. Is this appropriate?)

Prayer is not necessarily defined by the number of words,
but rather, by the quality, meaning and depth of each word. Indeed,
one word in the gamut of prayer has compelling significance and
efficiency. This is the word, Amen. When one answers, responds to a
blessing with the word Amen, he solemnly ratifies the blessing.
Much has been written in Torah literature concerning the
importance of, and power associated with, the word Amen. | want to
relate a story concerning a talmid, disciple, of the Gaon, zIl, m’Vilna,
who was known as Rav Leib Chasid. Obviously, that such an
appellation replaced his last name, is an indication of his
extraordinary level of spiritual devoutness.

Tefillah was a large part of Rav Leib’s life. When he was not
praying, he was learning, thus spending his entire day in devotion to
Hashem. This is how he earned his nom de plume. When Rav Leib’s
daughter became engaged and he realised that he would have to
make a wedding and prepare some sort of dowry, he knew that he
would have to take time off from his previous level of spiritual
devotion and involve himself in the outside world. Since he did not
own a business, he decided that he would travel to Vilna, a city well-
known for its adherence to Torah, where his reputation preceded
him. Perhaps in Vilna he would be able to “raise” the necessary
funds in order to marry off his daughter. (Rav Leib was not a
schnorrer. This is how people used to live. The “have nots” would
reach out to the “haves.”)

Rav Leib travelled to Vilna, where he remained for a few
days before returning home. His family was incredulous. Is it
possible that during his short stay he was able to secure sufficient
funding to pay for his daughter’s matrimonial expenses? The
questions seemed to be coming at him from all sides. He responded,
“First, let us gather together the entire extended family for a meal.”
They all (daughters and sons-in-law, sons and daughters-in-law)
came together for dinner. Shortly before Bircas Hamazon, Rav Leib

rose from his chair and addressed the group, “You are all aware that
| travelled to Vilna in order to secure funds for the upcoming
wedding. My first stop in this city was at the home of my revered
Rebbe, the Gaon. When | entered his house he was in the midst of
eating dinner. | waited for him to complete his meal and bentch.
When he bentched, | noticed that when he reached the words,
u’mikol tuv I'olam al yichasreinu, “and from all good things, may He
never deprive us,” all those at the table responded, “Amen!” This
was a tremendous chiddush, novel idea, to me, as | had never heard
that one recites Amen after al yechasreinu. | decided right then and
there to leave for home immediately, to inform all of you of this
chiddush. Once you are proficient in bentching in this manner, | can
return to Vilna.”

Rav Leib could not remain in Vilna as long as he knew that
there was one Amen that his family was missing out on. Apparently,
it was worth it for this great tzaddik to travel back and forth to Vilna
just to teach his family the significance of reciting a single Amen.

We recite Krias Shema thrice daily. While some employ the
proper kavanah, others focus on the meaning of the words, while
yet others complacently fly through the words as they complete the
rest of the davening. Perhaps the following Torah thought will add a
new dimension to the way we recite Krias Shema. The Zohar
HaChadash, cited by the Yesod U’Shoresh Ha’Avoda, teaches that
there is a place in Heaven which has 365 heichalos, rooms
corresponding to the days of the year. These 365 rooms are under
the dominion of the Avos, Patriarchs: Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, and
Adam HaRishon. Into these rooms enter all of the Krias Shema
recitals of the entire year. Adam stands by the entrance and does
not allow any deficient Krias Shema (a missing word, letter, lack of
concentration) to gain entrance into the corresponding portal. Every
Krias Shema that passes “inspection” is taken and given to the Avos
who, in turn, kiss the Krias Shema and the individual who recited it.
When it comes time for this person to leave this earthly abode, his
soul is seated twice daily next to the Avos! Having said this, we now
have a new dimension concerning Krias Shema to consider seriously.

Va’ani Tefillah

oI'n 72 nup e 1
Ki I’'yeshuascha kivinu kol hayom.
Because it is for Your salvation that we hope.

We begin by asking for Moshiach, his salvation and
redemption, and conclude by asserting that it is Hashem’s salvation
for which we are yearning. Horav Shimon Schwab, zl, explains that
Moshiach will lead, inspire, purify and catalyse our return to Hashem
via the medium of teshuvah, repentance. However, without yeshuas
Hashem, the Almighty’s salvation, Moshiach is incapable of
redeeming us. Indeed, Moshiach himself will have to have
undergone a process of teshuvah previously. Without yeshuas
Hashem, there is no yeshuah. When one leaves this world, his soul
enters up into Heaven where it is asked, Tzipisa I'yeshua? “Did you
eagerly await yeshuas Hashem?” This question has been pejoratively
interpreted as, “Did you wait for Moshiach as if it is all in Moshiach’s
hands?” We must pray to Hashem that He send Moshiach, and that
once Moshiach arrives he will, under the guidance of Hashem, lead
us from sin and direct us on the path of repentance. Indeed, the
Melech haMoshiach will be the tzaddik, righteous leader, who leads
Klal Yisrael to redemption, but he himself will also be one of those
who are redeemed.
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7:12 “ nX Jlynwn 2py 2l
DNINYI AN D'VOYND

onx on'wyr”

“And it shall be the reward
(literal translation of the word Eikev is
“heel”) when you hearken to these
ordinances, and you observe and perform
them.” What does the Torah mean by the
word, “Apy” — “heel” here? Additionally,
how can the Torah tell us about the reward
one will receive for performing the Mitzvos
of the Torah, when the Torah just told us in
the previous Posuk, that one will not receive
reward in Olam Hazeh for the Mitzvos
performed, rather he will receive reward for
it in Olam Habah?

The last letters of the words, “ni
jvnwn 2py” spell, “Qn” — as it says in
Yirmiyah 31:19 “pnox 7 v 20" — “My
favorite son is Ephraim.” (If one will heed
the Mitzvos of the Torah properly, he will be
the favorite son of the Ribbono Shel Olam).
(0mox n112n)

The “apy” — the heel — alludes to
one’s children, as Chazal tell us, “ xy1> X2
nIAXT’ — “The son is the knee of his father.”
The Chasam Sofer explains the Posuk in
Melachim 1:2:1 “nx Ix1 nm? 77 ' 2P
NPTAE YIRD 72 1012 1710 DIR K7 11 nny
wX? nnl” — “The days of Dovid came close
to his dying, and he instructed his son
Shlomo saying: I am going the way of all the
earth; be strong and become a man.” A
Tzaddik in this world is constantly a, “y721n”
— he is moving upward in his Avodas
Hashem and in his Ruchniyos. However,
once he dies, he can no longer move up and
he remains standing. If the Tzaddik leaves
behind children who follow the proper path
of Avodas Hashem, then they are
considered like their father, and it is as if
the father is still alive and can continue to
be a7'71n. This is the meaning of the phrase,
“NIANT RYD K1Y — that a child is an
extension of his parents, and if the child
goes on the proper path of Avodas Hashem,
then it is as if the parents are alive, and will
continue to be elevated in this world. “nrmi
jiynwn apy” — If you will raise your children
on the path of the Torah, that the apy the
heel — the children, will “jiynwn” — heed the
Torah, then, “Dnix pn'wyl pnnwl” — even
when you are no longer alive in this world,
it will be as if you are actually performing
those Mitzvos. (Dnnax axY)

Brochos 32b — Yeshaya 49:14
“anow T ,'T mary ey s’ — “And Tzion
said: Hashem has forsaken me, and the
Lord has forgotten me.” Raish Lakish said:
The Congregation of Yisroel said before
Hakodosh Boruch Hu: Ribbono Shel Olam,
ordinarily, if a man marries a second wife in
addition to his first wife, he recalls the
actions of the first wife (by taking a second
wife it causes the first wife to feel hurt and
forsaken; she assumes she must have done

I Will Not Forget

something to lose her husband’s attention,
and she is no longer the main focus of his
thoughts. However, she can still reasonably
expect her husband to recall the early days
when he first married her, the days when
he had a great love for her and married her.
You (Hakodosh Boruch Hu) however, have
both forsaken me and forgotten me!
Hakodosh Boruch Hu responded, “My
daughter; twelve constellations I created in
the Rakia, and about each and every
constellation I created thirty army
commanders, and about each and every
army I created thirty Ligyon, etc... and all
of them I only created for your sake, and you
say to Me, You have forsaken me and
forgotten me’?” Klal Yisroel responded:
Ribbono Shel Olam — being that there is no
forgetfulness before the Kisai Hakovod,
perhaps You will not forget the incident of
the Eigel. Hakodosh Boruch Hu responded,
Even these will be forgotten. Klal Yisroel
responded: If there is forgetfulness before
the Kisai Hakovod to forget the incident of
the Eigel, then perhaps You will forget what
happened at Har Sinai. Hakodosh Boruch
Hu responded: I will not forget you.

We need to understand the
meaning of this Gemara. Why in fact will
Hakodosh Boruch Hu not forget Har Sinai,
yet will forget the Eigel? Doesn’t Hakodosh
Boruch Hu act with complete equality?
Additionally, in regards to Klal Yisroel
accepting the Torah, the Gemara uses a
Loshon of, “2'0 nwyn” — the incident of
Sinai. Why doesn’t it say, “nnn n7ap” —
Klal Yisroel accepting the Torah? It says in
Medrash Eichah 3:1 (See above) that Klal
Yisroel told Hakodosh Boruch Hu that they
accepted the Torah while the other nations
of the world did not. The Gemara says the,
“3'0 nwyn” — for it is not just that Klal
Yisroel had a Zechus in that they accepted
the Torah, but also the incident of Sinai, in
that the other nations of the world would
not accept the Torah. This gave Klal Yisroel
a great Zechus. It is for this reason that
Hakodosh Boruch Hu will never forget that
they accepted the Torah, yet He will forget
the sins they transgressed, specifically the
Eigel, for being that they were the only ones
who accepted it, they have a right, so to say,
to be insolent. This does not mean that we
don’t need to do Teshuva, it just means that
if we Chas V’sholom sin, we can do Teshuva
and Hakodosh Boruch Hu will accept it.
(o"n n>1)

The previous Posuk says, “nrn
oniwy?” — and Rashi explains that the
Torah is telling us that one must perform
Mitzvos in this world, and tomorrow in
Olam Habah, he will receive reward for
those actions, for as the Gemara in
Kiddushin 39b tells us that there is no
reward for Mitzvos in this world. If so, why
does the very next Posuk tell us that if we

DNIN DWW N AR Nnwa 10T

heed the Mitzvos of the Torah we will
receive reward in this world? Vayikra 26:8
— Rashi explains that one cannot compare
the few who follow the Torah to many who
follow the Torah. It is not just that there
are more doing it, but it is exponentially
greater. The Vilna Gaon says that when the
Mishna tells us of the pillars of the world
upon which the world stands: Torah,
Avodah, and Gemilas Chasodim, each one
of them has more value when performed as
a Tzibur.

“Torah” we see in Megilah 3b —
which says that the Torah of a Rabbim is
much greater than Torah of individuals.
“Avodah”, refers to Tefilah, which is
stronger with a Tzibur, and as the Mishna
in Avos 5:13 tells us, that when one
performs “Gemilas Chasodim” in public,
others see him doing and they will do it
along with him, so that there will be a
Rabbim doing it together. Perhaps we can
say that while one does not generally
receive reward in this world, as the
previous Posuk tells us, this Posuk here is
telling us that when one serves Hakodosh
Boruch Hu as part of a Rabbim, then there
is reward in this world. The Yismach
Moshe in Parshas Ha’azinu says that
Teshuva of the Rabbim, even if done from
Yirah, is considered as if it was done with
Ahavah (which is a higher level of Teshuva,
and it causes one’s sins to become Zechuyos)
and causes their sins to become Zechuyos.
It is known that the reward for performing
Mitzvos with Ahavah is double, meaning
that not only does one receive reward in the
next world, but he even receives reward in
this world. (nnnax ayy)

Other nations come together to
attack Klal Yisroel and to look down at Klal
Yisroel. However, we know that Klal
Yisroel is not the heel, but in truth, they are
the head. It was Klal Yisroel who accepted
the Torah Hakdosha, and they are
Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s children. The Posuk
uses a Loshon of ajy for reward to teach us
that even when we are considered like the
heel amongst the nations of the world, we
can still receive reward. The reward will
come when we serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu
with great joy, and we do so with the Tzibur.
It is the nation Klal Yisroel who received
the Torah, and it is the nation, Klal Yisroel,
who need to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu.
We need to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu as a
nation, a Rabbim, and then the Torah tells
us that we will receive much reward for it.
May we be Zoche to work together to bring
all of Klal Yisroel to serve Hakodosh Boruch
Hu in the proper manner, and this will
bring much reward for us — the greatest
reward of all, being Zoche to seeing the
rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash, nanna
X nma!
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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS AIKEV v"ywn

HANG ON TIGHT TO THE ROPE

Rav Yosef Echeinstein Shlita Rosh Yeshiva of Edison once related to me a story of his Zaida the Zidechaver
Rebbe and the Brisker Rav z"l. His Zaide said to the Brisker Rav that the sefarim say that the reason why the
times of Moshiach is called Ikvesah Meshicha because the generation of Moshiach will have the lowest souls
that were placed in Adam Harishon in the heels of his feet. Aikev means the heel thereby referring to the
lowest neshamos. Nevertheless, that same generation will be the most important of all their predecessors
since the entire body of man which symbolizes all the previous generations stand and are supported by the
heels. When the Brisker Rav heard this explanation he began dancing form joy repeating over and over again
even though we are the heel, all the previous generations are supported by us.

This is hinted in the passuk |lvawn 2apy Nl as Chazal tell us that the word Nl suggests simcha in
comparison to 'n'l which connotes sadness. That even during the time of the 2j7y the generation right before
the coming of Moshiach we will be happy by realizing that even with all the tumah that surrounds us we have
the power to nevertheless fulfill the mitzvos of Hashem. At the end of the word |lvnwn, there appears the
letter nun soffees which seems unnecessary. However it alludes to the fact that even in the fiftieth level of
tumah we can still hear the calling of Hashem. That even if we will be weak in mitzvos as described in the first
to letters of wn, we can still make ourselves into YNaw? j1Iyn a Mikdash for Hashem in order to rest inside His
Shechinah.

Alluded to in the extra letter nun, is another concept. The letter nun appears in the form of a rope which
connects one end to the other, no matter how great the distant is between them. The passuk says (Devarim
32,9) In7m 2an apy' my 'n P70 D Yisrael are Hashem's portion and rope. The Chofetz Chayim ztl said that
the rope symbolizes emunah in Hashem. The reason being that the Yid's emunah starts with his belief that he
possesses an eternal connection with Hashem no matter how distant he strays away from Him. In the times of
Moshiach the winds of the world will constantly try to shake one off the rope that every Yid is attached to. The
test of the generation will be not to lose one's grip from the rope which by doing so he will allow himself to be
thrust into the abyss of emptiness. The letter end nun looks like a rope with its straight and long form. It is this
rope of emunah that a Yid must not let go of during the period of 2py. If one holds on tight and tenaciously,
what follows will be 1vnwn one will hear the word of Hashem speaking to him even from the depths of the
50" level of tumah.
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The acronym of the In7na 2an apyr my 'In' 70 is 'n 1y, which means that even though we are an "y ny a
spiritually poverty stricken nation, nevertheless we are chai and everlasting contrary to all the norms of
history from the beginning of time until today.

How do we strengthen ourselves during these difficult and stormy times? The answer is also found in the word
[lvnwn which means to gather together as found in the passuk byn Nx 71w ynw (Shmuel 1,15,4). This is the
message with which Yaakov addressed his children before his death om'n n'anxa n'n' NN 0dD7 NTaNI IDOKN,
assemble and | will relate to you what will be in the end of days. Every Yid draws emunah and infuses himself
from it when we get together for a spiritual purpose. It is like a rope which is constructed from many individual
strings. However, when combined into one, they become a singular strong force that will not weaken by the
pull of even heavy weights. So too, the rope of emunah when combined together by many Yidden it makes
each string an unwavering force to withstand the tsunami of an incoming tide that threatens to wash away
everything of spirit and virtue in its path. A rope of emunah is spelled the same way as the verb to pore. To
continue to grasp on to the emunah rope one must pore over it and study its message its meaning and its
effect on one's life. To be successful at emunah one has to be a craftsman believer as the root of ninx nIx
suggests. The more one pores over emunah the deeper relationship one has with Hashem.

Hang on tight and we will merit to greet Moshiach.
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Zera

Shimshon

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel
Nachmani, was born in 5467
(1706/1707) into an illustrious
family ~with great Rabbinical
lineage. He studied the revealed and
concealed parts of the Torah by the
Torah greats of his day.

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa,
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was
recognized as a holy and pious
individual, as well as a tremendous
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah.
He passed away on the 6™ of Elul
5539 (1779).

His Seforim were named, Toldos
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the
Torah. In his introduction, he
explains that since his only son had
died during his lifetime, he wrote
his Seforim to perpetuate his own
memory after his passing.

The following is his passionate
request to learn his works.

“I implore of you with ten terms of
supplication to choose from my
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that
finds favor in your eyes, for your
learning will sooth my soul etc...
“This righteousness will stand by
you forever — to ‘eat’ in this world,
and be satiated in the next. In this
merit, Hashem will repay you with
children, health and sustenance.
“...and now my brothers and
friends etc. do a true kindness, and
with your eyes you will see children
and  grandchildren  surrounding
your table, houses filled with all
that is good, wealth and honor will
not cease from your children...”
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You will eat and you be satiated. (8:10).

In this week's parsha, the Torah speaks about eating. The Gemara derives various
halachos regarding eating, one of which the Zera Shimshon discusses.

The Gemara (Ta'anis 5b) relates that R' Nachman and R' Yitzchak were eating
together. When R' Nachman requested R' Yitzchak to share some divrei Torah, R'
Yitzchak responded, "One may not converse during a meal lest the food accidentally go
down the windpipe instead of the esophagus (causing him to choke)."

The Zera Shimshon asks the following questions on this Gemara.

1) If R' Nachman wanted Torah to be spoken at the table, why didn't he himself
say a dvar Torah instead of asking R' Yitzchak to say one?

2) As well, why wasn't R' Nachman aware of this seemingly logical halacha?

3) Regarding R' Yitzchak response, why didn't he just say, "One may not speak
during a meal"? Each word of explanation that he added, seemingly violated the very
halacha he was saying? R' Nachman would have surely been able to figure out the
obvious reasoning for this halacha?

The Zera Shimshon answers these questions with the following Gemara.

The Gemara (Brachos 43a) teaches that if people are eating a meal together and
wine is served, each person makes his own bracha on the wine. After the meal however,
over the cup of wine upon which Birchas Hamazon is recited, one person makes the
bracha for everyone. Ben Zoma explains that since during the meal each person is
occupied with eating and will not pay proper attention to the bracha being made, he
makes his own bracha whenever he is ready. After the meal however, when people are
no longer eating, everyone can pay proper attention to the bracha being made by one
person.

Tosafos says, that since the reasoning behind this halacha is that those eating will
not pay proper attention to the bracha being made, if the person says 'Savri Rabbanan'
before he makes the bracha, giving those eating enough time to concentrate, then even
during a meal, one may make a bracha for all those present.

Rabbeinu Elchanan however, argues and says that regardless if someone
announces 'Savri', being that Chazal made a rule that during the meal each person makes
his own bracha, a person is no longer Yotzeh with another's bracha. As well, sometimes,
regardless of the announcement, some people will not properly concentrate.

The Zera Shimshon now applies this machlokes to the conversation between R'
Nachman and R' Yitzchak.

R' Nachman holds like the opinion of Tosafos that once an announcement is made
and people stop eating one person can make a bracha for everyone. R' Nachman applied
this reasoning to the halacha of speaking during a meal and let R' Yitzchak know that he
had stopped eating and was ready to concentrate on the dvar Torah the R' Yitzchak
would say, negating the fear of possibly choking. This is why he himself did not say
divrei Torah since he was not sure R' Yitzchak had finished eating.

R' Yitzchak however, was of the same opinion of Rabbeinu Elchanan that even if
one makes an announcement it doesn't change the halacha, and in the case of the bracha,
the rule of Chazal is still in place either because once the rule was made it cannot change
or because the tactic of 'Savri' is not foolproof as explained.

Therefore, although R' Nachman was already aware of the halacha not to speak
while eating, R' Yitzchak added an explanation explaining his position. Since making an
announcement is not foolproof and some may continue eating and possibly choke, an
announcement does not help and that halacha remains the same.

signup & dedications — zerashimshon @gmail.com
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SECURITY & COMMUNICATONS

(£ 347.618.5028 J
bookings@djkaej.com

FIRST/VCLASS |

LEASING

POMONA

845-354-0018

ENTERPRISES CORP.
Custom Home Builders

UNLIMITEDISRAEL

ON ISRAEL’S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK
P: 845-371-9800

shop

cov e ar}dt 1

www.POMONAENTERPRISES.com

se MenAsurance Services ~

semeninsurance. E"H'h’

WHAT =

— Subscription-based daily Torah study —

Get Your Chayenu

To get Chayenu delivered

to your home or office, visit , i
R Chayenu is portable - take it

with you and learn Torah on the

Also available on the app bus, train or plane, at work in the
store, Google play or on the office, whilst waiting in a line or
web at even when watching the kids play!
Chayenu is global! Over 20,000 And Chayenu is for everyone -
Jews, in more than 500 cities, in 35 the layman, business person,
countries - are being inspired daily, teacher and scholar - all in
through Torah learning in Chayenu. bite-size or in-depth format.

HAVE QUESTIONS?
info@chayenu.org

5-2978 Fax 845-231-6224

ROCKLAND TRANSFERS e 7 1
CAR SERVICE ENTER A NEW UNIVERSE
OF KOSHER ENTERTAINMENT

& as eighth grader Aryeh Rosen struggles with
: one of hl! greatest and most danqemus /_‘-

Reserve Online
www.RocklandTransfers.com
Call / Text

(845) 288-8888 T WWW.ACHDUTENT.COM ﬂu.ua D orcharem &
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Ramapost offers a weekly printed subscription to the following Divrei Torah:
Please fill out the online forrm at RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH to subscribe. We ask that
your free printed divrei torah be picked up every Friday at our Monsey (Rt 59) or Wesely Hills/Pomona location.
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. LIKUTAY

TORAH

Meoros Hatzadikkim  Sichat Hashavua Likutay Torah Oneg Shabbos Hitkashrut Ohr Chaim Torah
Dvar Torah & (Hebrew) (English) (English) (Hebrew) (Hebrew) We”springs
Weekly Yahrzeits R’ Elimelech Biderman
(English) (English)

Ramapost.com/
meoros-hatzadikkim

APOST =
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Compilation of Divrel Torah

DIVRE] TORA n1 In n Hﬂ n1 Ramapost.com/ram-hatorah

DIVREI TORAH PRINTED & DISTRIBUTED BY RAMAPOST

PARSHAS YISRO

— Y

MIZMOR Ft mimiie | B saeies mirn
LDovID

ENGLISH
DIVREI TORAH
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM

info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL 382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS =>



