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have a weekly dilemma. Every Parsha in the Torah is so full

of lessons and messages for all of us to learn from; how do

you pick the one you might consider the most relevant, the
most enlightening, to illuminate? The dilemma presents itself in
these articles, the Derashos in Shul, the Shmuesin in Yeshiva -
whenever I open up my mouth or pick up my pen.

I obviously had the dilemma this week, too. I had two or three
frontrunners bouncing around in my head. One of them was a
Shmues I heard many years ago from Mori V’Rebbe Rav Elya
Svei, and I've repeated it many, many times since, because it is
an eye-opener and something we all need to be aware of. The
proof is that I remembered it for so long. Then, I got a package
from FedEx with the second volume of Rav Elya’s Shmuesin, on
Vayikra, Bamidbar and Devarim, to my front door. I quickly
opened it to see if they had included that Shmues. It did - along
with additional material that was said at a family Simcha - there
was my bolt of lightning. Here is my effort in trying to make this
Vort a part of your inspiration as it is to mine.

Every human being is born with innate wan mm>, some good
and some otherwise; and it is with those tools that one must
try and fulfil his mmbw, his purpose in life. The Rosh Yeshiva
recalled how his father in law, Rav Avraham Kalmanovitz, Rosh
Yeshivas Mir Brooklyn, wept in his hospital bed before his naon
and repeated the words of Rabeinu Yonah (Shaarei Teshuva
2:21): “Whomever Hashem has graced with intelligence should
internalize the idea that Hashem sent him to this world with a
mission to protect and keep the rmym rmpin ,nmn and to pay
attention ONLY to fulfill his mmw. Because at the end of his
time, if he was loyal and faithful to his mm5w his return will be
joyous wx1 by ooy nnnen. Like an 1ay sent by the king overseas
on a mission whose eyes and heart are solely dedicated to
a successful completion of his mission until he returns to his
master.” So wept an 5 ox that saved the Mirrer Yeshiva, and
many others, through his work in the Vaad Hatzalah during
world war two. Someone who had a serious hand in establishing
Torah in America was worried if he had done his mmbw. (In
Yeshiva, we heard many times the refrain to live in the way
that when we stand in the ultimate vawn, to be able to say "nwy
mbw.)

So how are we supposed to figure out our personal mission
and mmbw in the absence of nx120? We find in the Parsha that
when Moshe heard Yidden gathering together and weeping,
in order to publicize their complaint in the open, (Rashi 11:10
from Yoma 75 - it seems that for Yidden to complain is to be
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expected but not in public to make a tumult x'on193). Moshe
complains of being given the burden of caring for Klal Yisroel
and says: Did I conceive this entire people or did I give birth
to it, that You can say to me “carry them as a nurse carries the
child she is nursing”” Rashi quotes Sifri, that asks we never find
such a directive to Moshe, Hashem never told him to treat them
like a nursing child? Rav Yeruchom Levovitz, Mirrer Mashgiach
sees something in this for all of us - Rav Elya’s comment was
“nnx paoxma x xo” - it is fabulously true. Moshe felt within
himself the mm>, the ability, the ingenuity to treat Yidden like
they were, in fact, his own children that needed to be cared
for. When Hashem sends us to this world and bestows us with
special skills and capabilities, maybe even near genius, it is as if
Hashem “SAID” to you - use what I have given you, it is your
mmbw. Certain people have a certain cleverness, a certain flair,
a certain proficiency in whatever it may be; these are messages
from Hashem. Hashem has spoken to them with these unique
abilities - it is incumbent upon us to assess our talents so we can
utilize them in the way that Hashem intended.

Rav Elya goes on to learn a Gemara in Sotah (9b) about Shimshon
that says mynb 'n mn Snm (Shoftim 13:25), the spirit of Hashem
began to resound in him, which the Gemara translates as the
spirit of Hashem began to resound in him like a bell - ymys>.
This means that Shimshon felt within himself special potency,
unusual talent, which he understood to mean that Hashem was
grooming him to do his mn>w. (To understand his bizarre mmbw
needs at least two or three articles - maybe one day the dilemma
will lead me there too.)

Here is where this jro1 gets tricky. We've all heard the tired
complaint (maybe even sometimes in public) that we do not have
the - yes the word is guts - to discuss cookie cutter education
and to exercise the elementary wisdom to reject it. If someone
has a special talent, whatever it may be — music, art, exceptional
kindness you have it for a reason. If you have the ability to care
for someone else as if he’s your own, if you are articulate, if you
only really feel satisfied when you are doing something for the
Klal; do it and do it well, when Hashem talks to us we must
listen. May all of us be able to say, after 120, Jmnbw mwy.

May we all be Zocheh,

awh noxnn
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The spirit rested upon them — ninn na™y nani
R’ Zusha was extremely poor, and when his daughter reached
the age of marriage, he did not even have a penny to spend
for her wedding. But his Rav, the holy Magid of Mezritch knew
of his situation, and one day when R’ Zusha came to the
Magid, the Magid gave him an envelope with 300 rubles, and
he instructed him to give it to his wife for his daughter’s
wedding expenses. On his way home, R’ Zusha stopped at a
hotel and he suddenly heard shouting. When he asked what
was happening, he was told that the locale was arranging a
wedding for an orphaned girl but the chassan would not go to
the chuppah until they brought him the 300 rubles he was
promised as her dowry. The widow, the kallah’s mother, had
prepared the sum some time before but the money was lost.
Rebbe Zusha did not think twice and he informed them that
he found the money. He asked the widow to provide signs to
identify the money, which denominations were there, the
rubber band it was wrapped with, etc. After hearing the
‘simanim’, he went and arranged the money exactly as she
had described it. When he arrived with the money, everyone
looked at the Tzaddik who was returning the lost object, but
suddenly he held back, and he said that he was able to hand
over all of the money. He asked for 25 rubles as his ‘reward’.
Of course, he received nothing other than stares and curses
for his chutzpah, the money passed from him to the widow,
and the chuppah went on.

When the Magid was informed of the incident, he asked
Rebbe Zusha why he acted this way, and R’ Zusha replied:
“When | came to hand over the money, my yetzer
overpowered me and | began to consider myself as a great
Tzaddik. | immediately said to it, ‘You want kavod [honor]? I'll
show you, you will receive shame!” This is how | defeated my
yetzer hara who wanted to ensnare me in its net.”
The Gemara relates (Sanhedrin 17a) ‘When HaKadosh Baruch
Hu said to Moshe, “Gather for me seventy men from the
elders of Israel”, Eldad and Meidad said, “We are not worthy
of that greatness”, HaKadosh Baruch Hu said, “Because you
humbled yourselves, | will add greatness to your greatness”.
What was the greatness that He added? All the prophets
prophesied and then stopped, but they prophesied and did
not stop.” This teaches you that whoever lowers himself,
HaKadosh Baruch Hu raises him, and whoever raises himself,
HaKadosh Baruch Hu lowers him. Anyone who chases after
greatness, greatness runs away from him, and anyone who
runs from greatness, greatness chases after him.

- TivHaTorah — Beha’aloscha
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‘We will do, and we will hear’ - "'ynwal nwya'

The three days before Shavuos are most holy to me. | separate from
everything and continually elevate in Torah. In order to succeed in my
mission, | travel to Meron and seclude myself and prepare myself
properly to receive the Torah.
| plan ahead of time to see that all is in order and | also call my parents
to honor them and find out how they are doing. | was told that my
father had to be hospitalized with a medical emergency.
True, in general | usually accompany my father more than my brothers
since | have more experience with medical procedures mainly because |
have gone through them myself. But in this instance, there are people
who can accompany my father and | innocently thought that | would do
more good by davening for him here in Meron, for a successful
procedure.
But that night my heart was pounding, and | could not rest. All Torah
study is so that you keep the Torah, and here it was a time to fulfill
honoring my father in actuality and | have all sorts of excuses to avoid
it?
Although | took care of everything by phone, it is still not the same as
actually being there and not far away.
Aside from the great difficulty of changing my schedule that was
arranged from the beginning of the year, | called my parents’ house
and let them know that by a certain time the next day | would be in the
hospital by my father and | would accompany him throughout the
procedure.
A few hours later, my brother called me and told me that my father
had been laying in bed weak and the moment that he heard that | was
coming, he sat up in bed and had renewed strength.
| was happy to hear that | made the right decision.
Now | began to think about which bus to catch from Meron to
Yerushalayim, and when there would be restriction to the number of
passengers on the bus because of the coronavirus. While | was making
these calculations, my uncle happened to call and asked how | was
doing. When he heard that | was in Meron, he offered me a ride back
home that evening as he was also in Meron and from there he was
going home.
This is how | was able to go straight from Meron to home with real
hashgacha.
| emphasize that this Shavuos | had a special illumination, more than
any other year, and | have no doubt that it was in the merit of the
mitzvah of kibbud av v’eim, and the main thing is to learn in order to
keep.
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Testimony that the Shechina dwells with
Israel

e
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The seven lamps cast light — nin1n nyaw 'K
MNN 19 7m 98 NNIn DR N7V PR Nkl DR 7R 1T
NN Nyaw IN'R' — ‘Speak to Aharon and say to him, “When you
kindle the lamps, toward the face of the Menorah shall the seven
lamps cast light’ (8:2). With this the Torah comes to hint that the
seven lamps correspond to the seven days of building — they are
the seven days of the week which are divided into separate
times, night and day — there are days which enlighten the person
that all his paths of Torah and Tefillah are proper. On the other
hand, there are days that dark as night, the heart is sealed and
closed, his Tefillah and understanding of Torah have no flavor.
For this the Torah teaches us that not only on the clear days does
His lamp cast light, but rather, all seven days continuously — even
in times of darkness, the seven lamps cast light.

The same applies in relation to a person — who is able to elevate
his difficult and dark situation and turn to the help of the Creator
which is felt more in difficult times when things are not going
well for him. Then there is more assistance and support from
Above as we see by Chazal in the Midrash (Rashi to Bereishis
47:31 quoting Tanchuma; Shabbos 12b) that the Shechina is
above the head of one who is ill. So too was it at the time when
Israel was in the Wilderness and the pillar of fire and the cloud
served them to lead them on the way — specifically at night the
pillar of fire illuminated the way for them and during the day it
was only a pillar of cloud whose nature is to hide things. That is,
when it seems like it is dark and G-d is hiding, then there is more
illumination than in a situation when things are going smoothly.
The Gemara states (Bava Basra 25a) ‘the Shechina is in the west’,
that is, the Shechina rests in the west of the world where the sun
sets, for it is specifically when the sun sets and darkness creeps
in, that is when the Shechina is with him. This is also why it was
ruled that the Tefillin placed on the arm is placed on the left arm
as it states (Shemos 13:16) '"n>T"' — ‘your hand’ meaning 'nnd> ™' —
‘the weak hand’ which is the left hand which is weak and not
strong. This is why it merits that we bind the Tefillin on it and
cling to the ways of the Creator Yisbarach. It is written by the
Shechina (Yeshaya 57:15) 'NoT nKX |DWX' — ‘I reside with the
despondent’ — that Hashem resides with those who are low and
despondent to encourage them and lift them up. Those low
times and places are just when the Shechina resides with them.
The general rule is that there are times when the soul hovers two
feet above the ground when everyone davens with a generous
spirit and clear kavanah as for example on the Yomim Noraim —
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and the holidays of Hashem, days
when a spiritual feeling permeates the air and everyone wants to
see Your Name. But when we come to daven Shacharis on a
weekday or recite the nighttime Kriyas Shema in the evening
after a day of hard work, it is done lazily. That is when we need to
be uplifted and light up the Tefillah and its words with a burning
desire until the flame rises by itself and kindles the seven lamps.
Just the four amos of halacha — n>7n "W nink YyaIx X'7IX
The parsha of Menorah continues ((8:3) 19 7 72X Nnx D wy'
'NYUn NX DUN DI QWX AN A2un nninn - ‘Aharon did so;
toward the face of the Menorah he kindled its lamps, as Hashem
had commanded Moshe’. Rashi explains, ‘Aharon did so — to tell
the praise of Aharon, that he did not deviate’. Many pens have
broken trying to understand this topic and all the commentaries
wonder what was the great praise of Aharon that the Torah
praises him? That he did not change? The simplest Jew knows
not to change the words of the Creator when he is commanded
directly from the Almighty.

Then why would Aharon, the holy one of Hashem, change a mitzvah
of the Creator, and what is so novel that he did not change?
Aharon’s praise is that he did exactly as commanded, completely with
the slightest deviation, and this is praiseworthy. The way of the world
is that even when keeping mitzvos and doing good deeds, but the
main deficiency is that they are not kept or done according to the
strictest halacha as set by the poskim. For example, our generation is
deficient in that people go and do things that follow the Shulchan
Aruch since they are truly righteous and upstanding, and all their
deeds are for the sake of Heaven. But sometimes, inadvertently, they
are not careful with the particulars of halacha and they do things
without kavanah even in places where this is required by halacha, for
intent is essential. This is the praise bestowed by HaKadosh Baruch
Hu on Aharon HaKohen that he did not change, rather, he kept his
mitzvos to the letter of the law.
From here we see how important it is to learn and keep the halachos,
to study in order to keep, as it says in Tanna D’vei Eliyahu, ‘He who
studies halachos every day is assured that he will be in the World to
Come’ (Megillah 28b). There is no other teaching that guarantees
Olam Habah except for the study halacha. To put into practice, to
know the way to go on and the thing to do. This is what we have
learned (Tehillim 87:2) apy* nidWn 2n |’ Myw Dwn 21X —
‘Hashem loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of
Yaakov’ — Hashem loves the excellent gates of halacha more than the
shuls and batei midrashos. It also says similarly (Berachos 8a) ‘From
the day that the Bais HaMikdash was destroyed, HaKadosh Baruch Hu
has nothing in His world but the four amos of halacha’. For with this
teaching we demonstrate our faith in our Creator that we keep His
mitzvos as commanded by the Torah as He wants us to and we give
Him satisfaction by doing mitzvos completely according to halacha.
Admonition through hidden love — nanoin nanxa andin
We learn this as well, when we rebuke the person openly, it must be
done in a way of ‘the right hand pushes away, and the left hand
brings him close’. True, we must rebuke him for going down the bad
path, but at the same time we must let him know the great love we
have for him. We are not rebuking him because he is bad and we hate
him, rather, just the opposite, we are looking out for his wellbeing
and benefit. We learn this from how the Creator punished Bnei
Yisrael when He removed the avodah of the Bais HaMikdash from
them and gave it to the Levi'im that they should do the holy service.
The firstborn lost this because of the sin of the Golden Calf as it states
(8:18) "xw' 122 D2 7> NNN D70 DX NI’ = ‘] took the Levi’im in
place of every firstborn among the Children of Israel’ and right after
(8:19) nx TAY? XYW M NN 11271 NNK7 DN D170 DR DINRLE
NI M1 N X7 7KW 2 7Y 19071 Tyin 7aKa 7Re ' nTay
'wTpn X 7Rw M2 nwaa 9a — ‘Then | gave the Levi'im to be
presented to Aharon and his sons from among the Children of Israel
to perform the service of the Children of Israel in the Ohel Moed and
to provide atonement for the Children of Israel, and there shall not be
a plague among the Children of Israel when the Children on Israel
approach the Sanctuary’. Rashi explains, ‘Children of Israel are
mentioned five times in the verse, to make known their dearness to
Hashem, for mention of them is stated repeatedly in a single verse
according to the number of the five Chumashim of the Torah’.
Despite being punished for the sin of the Calf, they are mentioned
with dearness for good and they are compared to the holy Torah.
This is our goal when we rebuke a colleague, that he not lose his
eternal world for a nonsensical act of a fleeting world. Out of
compassion and concern for the improvement of his soul, we want to
put him back on the path of the King and not to deviate from the
words of this Torah, in order to live a long life.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Behaaloscha 5780
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“Eldad and Meidad are prophesying in the camp”

Eldad and Meidad Reincarnated into Two Mutes Who Learned
the Entire Torah from Rebbe and Were Healed by His Prayers

This week, we read parshas Behaaloscha. It is fitting,
therefore, for us to explore the profound significance of
the prophecies of Eldad and Meidad. Instead of joining
the other chosen ones, they remained and prophesied
in the camp: “Moshe will die, and Yehoshua will bring
Yisrael into the land.” This provoked a zealous reaction
from Yehoshua, Moshe’s loyal disciple; he urged Moshe
(Bamidbar 11, 28): "ax%s mwn »»1x"—my lord, Moshe,
incarcerate (alternatively: terminate) them. To put these
events in proper perspective, we will begin with what is
chronicled in the text prior to their prophecy. Moshe
Rabeinu was distraught and beseeched HKB”H (ibid. 14):
s1mm T35 95 7T EPn Y5 NR nRwY *71aY ooax Yo KY"—I cannot
bear the burden of this entire nation alone; it is too
cumbersome for me!

So, Moshe Rabeinu did as he was instructed (ibid. 24):
TP EYR AP WIR QYIW AIOR,' T 15T AR QYR YN 12701 Twn Ry
1T 5P WK M1 1 DER YR 92791 1293 1 11, AN 12930 DRIR
1aY RY1IR2IN MR oy s o, map weR nyaw Yy Moshe
went out and spoke the words of Hashem to the people;
he gathered seventy men from among the elders of
the people and had them stand around the Tent (Ohel
Mo’ed). Hashem descended in a cloud and spoke to
him, and He set aside some of the spirit that was upon
him and gave it to the seventy men, the elders. When
the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, but did
not continue to do so.

Now, comes the mysterious, inexplicable incident
involving Eldad and Meidad. In addition to the seventy
elders gathered around the Ohel Mo’ed, they also began
to prophesy; however, they did not join the others; they
remained in the camp (ibid. 26): mamna DwIR 2w 1RY”
RY1,09311103 MR MmN 2Ty N, TR 1w awt TR NG ow
TN TTUR MR WA T2 AP YT L1arma IR0 AN IR
TR TR MR PINIA WA 1WA 112 13 PR 1 Tars 2aR3ann
1IN 707 90 @ANY22 ' Y Y5 1 M1 Y AR Kapan fwn 17 11K .aRys
amvy i1 Two men remained behind in the camp—the
name of one was Eldad and the name of the second was
Meidad—and the spirit rested upon them; they were
among those who had been written, but they had not
gone out to the Tent; and they prophesied in the camp.
The youth ran and told Moshe, and he said, “Eldad and
Meidad are prophesying in the camp.” Yehoshua bin
Nun, the servant of Moshe since his youth, spoke up
and said, “My lord, Moshe, terminate them!” Moshe
said to him, “Are you being zealous for my sake? Would
that the entire people of Hashem could be prophets, if
Hashem would but place His spirit upon them!”

Several points deserve further clarification:

1)
What prompted Eldad and Meidad to prophesy publicly:
“Moshe will die, and Yehoshua will bring in”? (2)
What prompted Yehoshua to question and mistrust their
prophesy, to the point that he wished to have them cursed
and punished? (3) Why did Moshe see fit to praise them

by blessing all of Yisrael: “Would that the entire people
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of Hashem could be prophets, if Hashem would but
place His spirit upon them!”

Eldad and Meidad Reincarnate
into the Two Mutes

To begin with, we will introduce a fascinating story told
by Chazal in the Gemara (Chagigah 3a), involving two mutes
that lived in Rebbe’s neighborhood. Whenever Rebbe
entered the Beis Midrash to study Torah, they also entered
and sat down in front of him. They would nod their heads
and move their lips, indicating that they comprehended
Rebbe’s lessons. Upon seeing how much effort they
exerted in their Torah-study, Rebbe requested divine mercy
on their behalf; they were healed and began to speak. It
became evident from their intellectual conversations and
debates with the others that they were well-versed in the
entire Torah, all of the Mishnayos, the entire Talmud and all
of the Midrashim.

In his sefer Gilgulei Neshamos (1, 9), the divine kabbalist,
the Rama of Pano, zy”a, teaches us that Eldad and Meidad
reincarnated into these two mutes. This constituted their
punishment and atonement for publicizing their prophesy
without being authorized to do so. Had they been
authorized to publicize their nevuah, the Torah would have
employed the term "=anRY"—indicating that their words
were meant to be transmitted to others. To substantiate
his point—that they were not authorized to publicize their
nevuah—the Rama of Pano cites the passuk: “Eldad and
Meidad are prophesying in the camp.” According to the
Ba’al HaTurim, the content of their nevuah is alluded to by
the term "m R31nn”, which he interprets as an acronym for:
"guYA YW DR e 1was min w'n”—Moshe’s soul will
rest (in peace) in G-d’s garden; Yehoshua will bring in.
Since they were not authorized to transmit this nevuah to
others, they were punished; they became mutes, in order to
rectify this transgression. Despite their inability to speak,
they demonstrated diligence and self-sacrifice in their
Torah-study. This prompted Rabeinu Hakadosh to pray on
their behalf and they were healed.

Notwithstanding, this still deserves further clarification.
Why were Eldad and Meidad punished by reincarnating
into mutes? If it is because they were not authorized to

Shvilei Pinches

reveal their nevuah to others, why did HKB”H reveal this
seemingly pointless nevuah to them: “Moshe will die, and
Yehoshua will bring in”? It seems quite clear that it was
precisely for this reason that they saw fit to pronounce their
nevuah publicly; otherwise, why would HKB”H have given it
to them? If that is true, then we must return to the original
question: Why was it necessary for them to reincarnate into
the two mutes? Why did they require atonement?

Due to Their Humility Eldad and Meidad
Chose Not to Join the Other Seventy Elders

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by
referring to the Gemara (Sanhedrin 17a) related to the
passuk: “Two men remained behind in the camp—the
name of one was Eldad and the name of the second was
Meidad.” At first glance, this suggests that of the seventy
elders chosen to prophesy, two remained behind in the
camp. This, however, cannot be correct, seeing as the
Torah specifically states that there were already seventy
elders present around Ohel Mo’ed, who received the spirit
of nevuah. So, how can we reconcile the fact that the text
says of Eldad and Meidad: “Two men remained behind
in the camp”? According to the Gemara, Moshe wisely
devised a method to choose the seventy elders from among
the twelve shevatim:

When HKB”H said to Moshe, “Gather for me seventy
men from the elders of Yisrael,” Moshe said (to himself),
“What should I do?” If I choose six (elders) from each
and every shevet, (I will end up with 72 elders). Thus,
there will be two extra (two more than instructed. If) I
choose (only) five from each and every shevet (giving
me a total of sixty), ten will be missing. ..

What did he (Moshe) do? He chose six (elders from
each shevet), and brought seventy-two lots. On seventy
(of the lots), he wrote “elder”; two, he left blank. He
mixed them up and put them in a box. He (Moshe) said
to them (to the seventy-two elders that were chosen),
“Come and draw your lots.” To anyone who drew a lot
with the word “elder” on it, he (Moshe) said, “You have
already been sanctified by Heaven.” To one who drew
a blank, he said, “The Omnipresent does not want you
(to be on the Sanhedrin); so, what can I do for you?”
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Based on this scenario, the Gemara interprets the passuk:
“Two men remained in the camp”—as referring to Eldad
and Meidad; and that “they remained in the box (of lots).”
In other words, Eldad and Meidad were designated from
above to be among the seventy elders; however, since they
did not consider themselves worthy, they decided to leave
their lots (designating them as “elders”) in the box. Hence,
they did not join the other elders around the Ohel Mo’ed;
they remained in the camp. This is the implication of the
passuk: “Two men remained in the camp”—two of the
seventy designated elders chose to remain in the camp
rather than join the others.

Accordingly, Rashi (as printed in the Ein Yaakov)
comments that the words "m’amns3 manr'—they were
among those who had been written—teach us that the
two lots belonging to Eldad and Meidad were not blank;
“elder” was written on them, indicating that they were
worthy of being among the seventy elders of the Sanhedrin.
So, it is incumbent upon us to explain why they refused to
draw their lots.

We find a fantastic explanation in the writings of one of
the Rishonim, Rabbi Yosef Bechor Shor. He explains Eldad
and Meidad’s reasoning as follows.
them, perhaps via “ruach hakodesh,” that two of the other
seventy-two elders chosen by Moshe had already drawn
empty lots. They were concerned that those two elders
would be embarrassed. Therefore, they notified Moshe that
they did not consider themselves worthy of such distinction
and preferred to remain in the camp. As a result, the other
seventy elders, including the two that had drawn blanks,
went with Moshe to the Ohel Mo’ed to prophesy.

It was revealed to

Eldad and Meidad Did Not Have
the Authority to Withhold Their Nevuah

Continuing onward on this holy journey, we will now
proceed to explain why Yehoshua reacted so stringently to
the nevuah of Eldad and Meidad. In fact, he exhorted Moshe
to either terminate them orincarcerate them: "axbs nwn »2rN”.
The Ramban explains Yehoshua’s reasoning and concern.
After all, Moshe merely transmitted Hashem’s instructions
to Yisrael. He was instructed to assemble seventy elders to

Shvilei Pincles

stand around the Ohel Mo’ed with him. There, HKB”H would
impart some of Moshe’s spirit to them.

Therefore, when Yehoshua was informed that Eldad and
Meidad remained in the camp and were prophesying there,
he concluded that they must be false prophets. For, if they
weren’t present at the Ohel Mo’ed, who conferred the spirit
of nevuah on them? Now, seeing as they were announcing
that Moshe will die and Yehoshua will bring in, he felt that
they were denying and even challenging Moshe’s leadership.
Therefore, he urged Moshe to terminate them or incarcerate
them--"exX%5". As false prophets or men possessed by and
evil spirit, they deserved to be punished accordingly.

Furthermore, the Ramban explains that Moshe informed
Yehoshua that HKB”H Himself conferred the spirit of His
nevuah upon them. After all, due to their extreme humility,
they were willing to forgo the honor of being among the
seventy elders. This is the significance of Moshe’s remark
to Yehoshua: “Would that the entire people of Hashem
could be prophets, if Hashem would but place His
spirit upon them!” They did not need to receive some of
my spirit, because Hashem had bestowed His spirit upon
them. That enabled them to prophesy even in the camp.

With this understanding, we can explain why Eldad
and Meidad offered their nevuah even without proper
authorization. The Moshav Zekeinim of the Tosafists are
baffled by Yehoshua’s reaction to the fact that Eldad and
Meidad were prophesying. After all, we have learned in
a Mishnah (Sanhedrin 89a) that if a navi suppresses his
nevuah and does not transmit it, he is liable to death by the
hands of Heaven. That being the case, they were obligated
to reveal the nevuah that HKB”H had revealed to them and
not conceal the fact the Moshe would die and Yehoshua
would bring the people into the land.

The Tosafists answer: He (the navi) is only punished
when HKB”H tells him (specifically) to say it (and he
neglects to do so), as in the case of Yonah ben Amitai.
Support for this viewpoint can be found in the writings of
the Rambam (Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah 7, 7): It is possible
that a navi will receive his nevuah solely for his own
sake—to expand his perception and to increase his
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knowledge—enabling him to know more about the
lofty concepts than he knew before. Therefore, a navi
is prohibited to transmit his nevuah, if he has not been
authorized to do so.

In fact, these words of the Rambam help us better
appreciate why Eldad and Meidad publicized their nevuah.
Due to their “ruach hakodesh,” they perceived exactly
what the Rambam teaches: It is possible that a navi
will receive his nevuah solely for his own sake—to
expand his perception and to increase his knowledge.
However, the knowledge that their Rav and leader, Moshe,
was going to pass away and would not be leading them into
Eretz Yisrael caused them tremendous anguish. Thus, it
was apparent to them that this nevuah was not meant to
expand their own perception and knowledge. Hence, they
deduced that HKB”H intended for them to publicize their
nevuah, as we will explain.

The Reason HKB”H Revealed the Nevuah:
“Moshe will die and Yehoshua will bring in”

We will now try to explain the reason HKB”H revealed
this nevuah to Eldad and Meidad: Moshe will die and
Yehoshua will bring them in.
publicized it in the camp before Moshe Rabeinu was aware
of it. Let us refer to a passuk in parshas Shelach (13, 16):
"ywim 1112 ywiny nwn X1p'—Moshe called Hoshea bin
Nun Yehoshua. Rashi explains: He (Moshe) prayed for
him (Yehoshua): “May G-d save you from the plot of
the meraglim.” The Targum YoNasan comments: When
Moshe recognized his degree of humility, Moshe called
Hoshea bin Nun Yehoshua. The commentaries explore at
length the connection between the degree of his humility

Furthermore, they

and the fact that Moshe saw fit to pray for him.

The Avodas Yisrael provides us with a wonderful
explanation. The fact that Yehoshua was disturbed by
the nevuah of Eldad and Meidad and wanted them to be
punished immediately demonstrated to Moshe the degree
of Yehoshua’s humility. He was not anxious to receive the
baton from Moshe and become the leader of Yisrael; he
wanted Moshe to continue to lead, and he wanted to remain
Moshe’s loyal servant. Hence, Moshe feared that he would
be swayed by the mindset of the meraglim, who spoke

Shvilei Pinclhes

disparagingly of Eretz Yisrael and advised Yisrael not to
enter the land. For, in that case, Moshe would continue to
live until it became necessary to enter the land.

This then is the message conveyed by the Targum
YoNasan. When Moshe recognized Yehoshua’s degree of
humility—which was apparent from his anger towards
Eldad and Meidad for their prophecy—he became very
concerned that Yehoshua might concur with the meraglim;
so that Yisrael would not enter the land, which would allow
Moshe to remain alive. This prompted him to rename
Hoshea bin Nun Yehoshua—praying that Hashem would

save him from the plot of the meraglim.

Thus, it appears that this is why HKB”H revealed this
nevuah to Eldad and Meidad in Kivrot HaTa’avah, prior to
the people’s journey to Chatzeiros, the site of the sin of
the meraglim. It was imperative that this nevuah become
known to Moshe and his pupil, Yehoshua. For, as a result
of Yehoshua’s zealous reaction, defending Moshe’s honor, it
became apparent to Moshe that he must pray on Yehoshua's
behalf. Otherwise, he might be swayed by the meraglim in
order to prolong Moshe’s life.

Eldad and Meidad Reincarnated to
Rectify the Appearance of a Chilul Hashem

Following this sublime path, we will endeavor to
explain why it was necessary for these two tzaddikim to
reincarnate into mutes. The following Mishnah provides
a special caution for Torah scholars (Avos 1, 11): 1vuvax”
o @R Toant miva NI 121NN RAY 8579373 1T 0N IR
SHhrnn oMY oY KER,INMY YN 2O DT RN e, mYan
Avtalyon says: Scholars, be cautious with your words,
for you may incur the penalty of exile and be banished
to a place of evil waters (heresy). The disciples who
follow you there may drink and die, and, consequently,
the name of Heaven will be desecrated. Rabeinu Yonah
explains Avtalyon’s meaning:

“Scholars be cautious with your words,” to explain
your words, so as not to leave room for heretics to
corrupt. Otherwise, you may incur the penalty of galus
and be exiled to a place of evil waters—a place occupied
by heretics, who interpret the Torah incorrectly. They
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will deduce incorrect conclusions from your teachings;
they will mislead the students that come after them, and
they will die. For, they will have heard your words and not
have comprehended. Then, they will rely on the words
of the heretics, who interpreted your words as they saw
fit. Thus, they will believe that that was your opinion, and
they will die prematurely (due to the sin of heresy). The
result is a desecration of the name of Heaven.

Let us elaborate as to why Avtalyon specifically
addresses this caution to Torah scholars. We learn in
the Gemara (Yoma 86a) that there is no atonement for
the serious transgression of “chilul Hashem”—not even
teshuvah or interminable suffering helps. The concept of
“chilul Hashem” is defined. It varies from person to person,
depending on his spiritual level. The greater and more
knowledgeable a person is in the realm of Torah, the more
he has to take care that his teachings and actions do not
desecrate the Name. He must preclude the possibility that
people might say, “See how a great Torah scholar behaves.”

Several examples are presented:

NMaUn ROWa RI9DY OR RIN 1125 29 90N ,2wn Do e v
N2 F1AR PR R17101T RIN 1112 918K 12117 239 . 9n9RY "7 K139 K91
°5%an KYa1 11In

What is the nature of “chilul Hashem” (desecration
of the Name)?
take meat from a butcher and not give him the money
promptly. That would constitute a “chilul Hashem,” since

Rav said: If someone like me would

the butcher might suspect that an esteemed Torah scholar
is not planning on paying him. .. Rabbi Yochanan said:
Such as someone like me walking four cubits without
studying Torah or without (wearing) tefillin. That is

considered a “chilul Hashem.”

We can now begin to comprehend the punishment
of Eldad and Meidad. As explained, they were, in fact,
tzaddikim, who were willing to forgo the honor of receiving
nevuah in order not to embarrass the two elders who drew
blank lots. In that merit, HKB”H conferred His unique
nevuah on them: Moshe will die and Yehoshua will
bring in—to save Yehoshua from being corrupted by the
influence of the meraglim.

Shvilei Pincles

Nevertheless, they were forced to reincarnate into
the two mutes, because they caused Yehoshua and many
others like him to believe that they had acted improperly.
In reality, they did what they thought was correct, because
they felt that it was prohibited for them to suppress their
nevuah. Yet, since they were great Torah scholars and
prophets, they were aware of the admonition: “Scholars
be cautious with your words,” so as not to cause a “chilul
Hashem.” Perforce, they had to reincarnate to rectify this
matter. This is an example of the elucidation in the Gemara
(Yevamos 121b) related to the passuk (Tehillim 50, 3):
"RAPWT VIND 192920 DY PTPTA AP Thvn,TRR nywl 1 —
“and His surroundings are extremely turbulent”
teaches us that HKB"H is exacting with those closest to
Him, to the extent of a hairsbreadth.

By Studying Torah as Mutes
It Was Evident that They Acted L'shma

Now, let us consider the wonders ways of Hashem, the
grand Orchestrator, the Cause of all causes. He sent these
two tzaddikim down as gilgulim in the form of two mutes
learning Torah from Rabeinu HaKadosh. However, they
were not destined to be mutes for their entire lives, but
only for a limited period of time—the time they learned
the entire Torah from Rabeinu HaKadosh. At that time,
Rabeinu HaKadosh prayed that they be healed, and they
resumed speaking like everyone else.

We will now introduce a teaching from the Gemara
(Ta’anis 7a): 110 naWY 79102 PO Y5, 90N 1812 237 100 KRR
N2 PO 951...012 ROPTRRY KA 0N YY MANIY 00 0o 1Y eyl
STPY AR 1YY (3-2% 091aT) ARNIY N1 O 1Y ntwya vt Rbw
Jomas abayn IR oW eyt ananm aavan RN ey R It was
taught in a Baraisa: Rabbi Bena’ah used to say: Anyone
who studies Torah I'shma, his Torah learning becomes
an elixir of life for him, as it states (Mishlei 3, 18): “Itisa
tree of life for those who cling to it.” ... But anyone who
studies Torah not I’shma, it becomes a lethal poison for
him, as it states (Devarim 32, 2): “My teaching shall drip
down like the rain,” and the word “arifah” (dripping
down) can only be interpreted as Killing, as it states
(ibid. 21, 4): “And they shall break the neck of the calf
there in the riverbed.”
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In light of what we have learned, we can understand
why Rabeinu HaKadosh prayed that they be healed. He
saw that they attended every Torah class that he gave;
from the way they nodded their heads and moved their
lips at the appropriate times, he realized that they truly
understood the material being taught. Furthermore, it
was apparent to him that they were studying Torah I'shma,
without any ulterior motives. For, someone who can speak
and transmit his vast Torah-knowledge to others can be
suspected of learning not I'shma, but rather to impress
others. These two mutes, however, could not truly reveal
their vast Torah-knowledge to others. Nevertheless, they
attended every Torah class and participated with all of
their abilities. Thus, it was evident that they studied Torah
I'shma, solely for the sake of Hashem.

This prompted Rabeinu HaKadosh to pray to HKB”H
on their behalf. Seeing as the Torah is an elixir of life for

Shvilei Pinches

anyone who studies it I'shma, it was fitting for the Torah to
heal them of their impairments. That is what happened,
they began to speak. It then became evident in the shiurim
of Rabeinu HaKadosh, which they could now participate in
verbally, that they were well-versed in the entire Torah.

We now have cause to rejoice; we have been enlightened!
We can now comprehend the amazing tikun afforded Eldad
and Meidad for having prophesied publicly. Those who
were not aware of their true intentions might have thought
thatthey were notacting ’shem Shamayim. Therefore, they
achieved their tikun by studying the entire Torah as mutes.
For, it ultimately became apparent to everyone around
them that they had studied Torah I'shma, without any
ulterior motives; that was a true kiddush Hashem. In this
manner, Eldad and Meidad made amends for the faintest of
desecrations of the Name—*“chilul Hashem”s—that might
have been caused by their prophesying in public.
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

haron Hakohein asks Moshe Rabbeinu, his brother, to
A Daven for their sister, Miriam, reminding him that she is

the one Asher B’tzeiso Meirechem Imo, came from the
same mother. We are all siblings. | want to discuss why that is
supposed to be important.

People have different relationships and each one brings its
individual responsibilities. There are acquaintances, friends,
neighbors, coworkers, close friends, best friends, siblings,
parents, and children. Many challenges come when two people
don’t agree on what their relationship is, one thinking that
they are just acquaintances and the other considering them to
be close friends.

The relationships of siblings, parents,and children, are different

from other relationships. | often tell people that they can like
their friends and not love them. Conversely, they can, and do,
love their relatives and not like them. Loving relatives isn’t
optional, despite people’s denying this reality to themselves
and others. Because there is a bond, independent of what we
think of our family, our responsibility to our relatives isn’t
dependent on what we think of them.VWhatever we think of
them, we have to help them financially (when we’re able to),
help their children, and everything else they may need.

That is, | believe, the message of Asher B’tzeiso Meirechem
Imo.We are always accountable even if someone’s feelings are
hurt. Appreciating this message would positively change the
dynamics of many families.

The Process Is More Important Than The Outcome

eople have to make decisions every day of their lives.

Most people only consider the outcome, determined

by whether or not they succeeded. When parents try
to instill life skills in their children, they focus on the results.
Did their child pass the test and did they get the job that
they wanted? Schools, due to large class sizes, are only able to
define success by grades and attendance.

There’s a lot that is left out before people
reach their goals. | am not focusing on
what we all agree to be important, such
as honesty and decency, something
most parents are sensitive to. | want to
suggest, from a different angle, how people
approach decision making.

| believe that the process, how

the decision was made, is more

important than the outcome of that decision. | can best
explain this concept from where | first learned it, my |2th
grade physics class.When | took the physics course, 50% of the
grade on our tests was given for having the correct answers.
The remaining 50% was given based on how we reached that
answer. While there were usually 2-3 different approaches
that would result in the correct answer, there were, of course,

"Fniling, but resPansiﬁly
mttamptin7 to succeed,
15, on A Parsannl level,

A camﬂeta success.”

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

many wrong ways that could possibly, with a little luck, result
in the correct answer. (And it now became almost impossible
to cheat.)

When we were in high school, we all felt that it was unfair for
the teachers to make us show our work.VWasn’t it only about
“getting it right”? As we matured, we
realized that without going through the
process correctly, we don't really learn
that much. We may have learned a single
answer but we haven’t learned any of the
concepts needed to actually understand
physics. Our correct answer was the
result of luck and the next time we are
faced with a similar problem we wouldn’t
know what to do.

Getting the correct result without
applying the effort causes people to believe that they are
smart, blessed, or outright lucky. They may have ignored a
child’s problem, even citing Bashert, without concern for the
need for Hishtadlus.While it may have worked out, it wouldn’t
be because of that parent’s contribution. Next time, things
may not work out.
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Other times, people make a destructive decision which,
by chance, happened to work out. The lesson learned? The
approach wasn’t a mistake but is what they should do whenever
they have a similar problem. Many children have suffered from
bad parenting that happened to work out one time.

When | consider my opinion of others, | look less at their
success rate in life as much as | consider how they go about
their life decisions. Here are a few examples.

| have a few friends whom | meet on a regular basis. Sometimes
they come five minutes early, other times they come on time,
and many times they come late.There isn’t much quality control,
a commitment to come on time. Therefore, | don’t give them
much credit when they come on time. It happened to work
out but isn’t a disciplined decision to respect the meeting time.
He isn’t committed to the process, that to endear himself to
someone he must show the respect of coming on time.

It sometimes is difficult putting a Minyan together in my small
community. | don’t become frustrated when it doesn’t work
out. | become frustrated when we didn’t go through the
process effectively, not responding on time or forgetting to
remind the tenth person a few minutes before the Minyan was
supposed to begin. It may look like | am frustrated at the lack
of a Minyan (which is frustrating).That alone would qualify as a
circumstance which is out of our control. | am frustrated that
we didn’t go about it the right way and, in not doing so, caused
our lack of success.

We should always remember that the goal in life and the intent
of giving us Mitzvohs is to make us better people. Succeeding
while bypassing the personal growth intent is, in
essence, failing. Failing, but responsibly attempting to
succeed, is, on a personal level, a complete success.
This concept is foreign to many people. Even after | explain it
to some people, they assume | am just upset at the failure we
experienced, as they not grasping this message.

It is so important to follow through a process effectively that |
will go through the process even if | can’t imagine succeeding.
Nevertheless, | have found that | usually end up with a partial
success, which is always better than nothing. In addition, | can
go to sleep knowing | have done my best.

What | have just described is the most basic level of respecting
the process and | want to expand on this thought. Even if
people agree to follow through with a process they can always
enhance how they do so.The trick is in the details.

You can buy your spouse a gift. You can also gift wrap it. You
can include a sweet note.You can leave it in an unexpected
place for him/her to find it, among the many other possible
details you can think of.

| speak to many parents who overlook the need for details
when speaking to an angry child or when asking for a raise
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from their boss. They will oversimplify the challenge, the
process, and the effort needed. If they fail, it is because they
didn’t go about it correctly and, to me, that’s the saddest part.
They could have made it work out.

For example, | often suggest not to approach something
at the first possible moment but at the most effective one.
Yet, surprisingly, we don’t consider the details, especially the
intangible ones. For example, never ask a morning person for a
favor in the evening. Then, if it does work out, people become
less aware of what it takes to do something right.

There’s a third category of doing it right. | can help someone
because | get paid to help them.| can help them because they’re
incapable of helping themselves or | can help them because |
feel their pain and feel fortunate and obligated to help because
| have the skills to do so.

Looking past how one’s attitude will change the outcome, |
want to focus on the difference it will make to the person who
is helping others. Helping for money doesn’t make a person
a good one. Helping because he thinks the other person is a
“loser” may be a Mitzvah but it allows people to feel arrogant
and privileged.Also, it is difficult to connect with a person who
has been labeled so negatively. Helping because you are in the
fortunate position to do so, to be a Nosei B’ol Im Chaviero,
elevates a person.

We are responsible not to succeed but to give it our best,
in our actions, thoughts, and emotions. If we do so, then
regardless of the outcome, we are fulfilling Ratzon Hashem. If
we are missing any of these important elements, we are just
living our own life.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

Parshas Baha’aloscha- 25 Reasons for the Inverted Letter “"Nuns”
By David Gurwitz

The meforshim provide many fascinating interpretations for why the Torah uses two inverted Nuns surrounding
the two following sentences in Parshas Behaaloscha:

"When the Ark would travel, Moshe would say, 'May Hashem rise and let Your foes be scattered, let those who
hate You flee from before You.’ And when the Ark rested, he would say, 'Return, Hashem, to the many thousands
of Yisroel.””

Last year, we discussed “14 Reasons for the Inverted Nuns.” With great joy, I found eleven more this year,
primarily from Rav Nachshoni. It is quite astounding and uplifting how the topic has inspired such brilliant minds
to find the core meaning.

In order to have them all in one place, I have included a summary of the 14, plus the newly discovered 11.
There is an obvious connection to the related Tehillim, kappitel 68, which focuses, per Rav Shamshon Raphael
Hirsch zt”l, on Dovid Hamelech singing about Hashem’s Kingship as shown in the history of Klal Yisroel and the
world. He explains that if Hashem were to rise up in all His might, all evil would perish and all haters would flee.
Instead, Hashem uses other means to bring about his Kingdom on earth.

The Vilna Gaon in Maaseh Rav chose this kappitel of Tehillim as the shir hayom for the second day of Shavuos,
since the language of posuk 2 echoes the lashon of the parsha: "May Hashem rise and let Your foes be scattered,
let those who hate You flee from before You.”

First, Rav Hirsch comments that this parsha marks the end of one epoch of Jewish history and the beginning of
another, leading to the sin of the meragl/im and culminating in the churban Bais Hamikdosh and golus.

Second, some say that the word Nun, which means fish in Aramaic, teaches us that we, like fish, must swim
upstream. That is why the bracha that we give our children - in both the Friday night Kiddush and at bedtime -
is to increase like fish on the earth. We must teach our children to go against the tide and stand firm with
conviction.

Third, the inverted Nuns reflect what we did at Har Sinai when we said, “Naaseh venishma,” that we will accept
and learn the Torah, rather than the logical way, which is to do our “due diligence” and then accept it.

Fourth, the letter Nun equals 50, representing the full Omer count and the 50 levels of understanding.

The Sefas Emes offers a fifth reason, explaining that these two verses refer, in the first part, to the six days of
struggle, and then, in the second part, to the seventh day, the day of rest.

The Ohr Hachaim mentions a sixth reason, explaining that Shabbos, the seventh day, the day of rest,
corresponds to the mouth, which is the seventh opening in the face.

A seventh reason, from the Gemara (Shabbos 115b-116a), is explained by Rashi, who says that this section
serves to indicate a change in focus, since it is not really in its correct place, as the Torah discusses different
topics before and after.

Rabbon Shimon Ben Gamliel explains an eighth reason. This section, he says, will ultimately be removed. It is
placed here to provide a break between verses of punishment for complaining and leaving the Har Hashem, the
Mountain of Hashem. The letters show that this section is out of place.
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Rav Moshe Shapiro points out a ninth reason. The Chidah says that the first sentence refers to our travails in
the wilderness of nations throughout the three thousand years we have lasted since Matan Torah, while the
second sentence refers to the ultimate arrival in Eretz Yisroel.

The Chidah adds a tenth reason, from the Arizal, that these 85 letters form an “enormous” book.
An eleventh reason for the Nuns being reversed is that the ultimate direction of this section is elsewhere.

A twelfth reason is from the Sefer Tiferes Yehonason, who explains that the kappitel of Ashrei has sentences
starting with all letters except Nun, because it stands for the word nifal, meaning falling down. Since the two
Nuns in this parsha interrupt sections in which the Jewish people did not act properly, the upward part of the
Nun faces forward and the bottom part faces backward, since Hashem never turns His back on us. He does not
let us fall for long.

The Gemara in Maseches Shabbos also tells us reason number thirteen. A writing is considered a book if it has
at least the same number of letters as appear in these two particular verses, which happens to be 85.

Chazal offer a fourteenth reason, that these two inverted Nuns create a new, seventh book in the Torah, which,
in effect, turns the 24 books of Tanach into 26 books, keneged the value of Hashem’s Name.

Now for the additions from Sefer Nachshoni.

Number fifteen is from the Seforno, who maintains that had there been no sin of the meraglim, there would
have been no war and Klal Yisroel would have entered Eretz Yisroel with the Canaanites fleeing.

The Chizkuni and Tosafos add reason sixteen, which is that these two sentences were actually Tefillas Haderech
for all battles and that the thousands should experience no casualties.

The Ibn Ezra adds number seventeen. Shuvah Hashem is a prayer for peace and calm in our dwelling place.
The Chasam Sofer asks a powerful question: Resting in the desert delays entry into Eretz Yisroel. The answer
is that the prayer looks ahead to the conquest and settlement of Eretz Yisroel.

The Abarbanel adds number eighteen. Nun, he says, stands for neso‘a, travel. The first Nun represents leaving
Mitzrayim, while the second refers to when they were about to enter the Yardein. In both instances, the Aron
was in front.

Nineteen is from Rabbeinu Bachya, who says that the fiftieth paragraph before these sentences speaks of the
position of the Mishkan.

Twenty is from Paneiach Raza, who says that the turned-back Nuns refer to Klal Yisroel, whose attempts to
enter Eretz Yisroel were turned back into the desert.

Twenty-one is from the Maharsha, who connects the missing nun in Ashrei, and its downfall, followed by
"Somech Hashem lechol hanoflim,” with this parsha by having the next posuk also soften the blow. The inversion
means to soften.

Twenty-two is from Rabi Chama ben Chanina, who says that the inversion means that we turned away from
Hashem.

Twenty-three is that the turning away, per Rashi, was the desire for meat, while the Ri says that the turning
away was from Har Sinai, like schoolchildren leaving school quickly.

Twenty-four is from the Ramban, who combines Rashi and the Ri regarding how many punishments - two or
three - form a chazakah, so that we don’t become a punishment-prone people.

Finally, for now, twenty-five is from the Kli Yokor, who focuses on the obligation for Klal Yisroel to have many
children and bring the Shechinah through myriad Jews.

I would welcome any other reasons that you might know.

The light of the Torah is ain sof, without limit. As stated before, the value of ain sof is 207, the same as that of
ohr, light, and we all know that the 25th word of the Torah is ohr.
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Parashas Behaalosecha

9"wn
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When you bring up/kindle the lamps. (8:2)

Rashi cites Chazal who derive from the word
b’haalosecha, which is connected to alah, go up, that there was an
elevation before the Menorah in the Bais HaMikdash. The Kohen
would ascend those steps in order to kindle the lamps. I once
heard a profound homiletic rendering of this Chazal. Not only was
it incumbent upon the Kohen to cause the lights of the lamps to
rise, but he also had to rise up one step, to elevate himself
spiritually as he kindled the lights.

Many wonderful people illuminate society by kindling
lights, but they do not necessarily elevate themselves in the
process. Some build institutes without catalysing their own
personal spiritual ascendance. They kindle lights for others,
while they remain unchanged/stagnant. Indeed, for some, the
care they dedicate to the Menorah serves as compensation for the
continuing guilt concerning their own dark practices.

Standing for a long Shemoneh Esrai does not mitigate
unethical practices in the market place. Kashrus observance and
tzedakah, generosity to a Torah institution, do not wash away the
hurt we cause those who are in need of a comforting word, a
warm smile. Torah scholarship does not permit one to take
advantage of the weak - women and children whose lives are
kept in limbo due to arrogance and personal agendas. It is crucial
that we seek increased religious commitment, but seeking alone
is not sufficient; one must elevate himself in the process.
Otherwise, the effect will be short-lived and be less meaningful.

BRI Y 29 927 "7 90 T AWM uNR 7o
Go with us and we shall treat you well, for Hashem has spoken good
for Yisrael. (10:29)

Moshe Rabbeinu asked his father-in-law, Yisro, to join
the nation in its journey to Eretz Yisrael. “We will treat you well,”
Moshe says. “Because Hashem has spoken good (He will provide
us with His beneficence: you, too, will benefit.) The term diber
tov, spoken good, is found in only one other place in Tanach. In
Megillas Esther (7:9), when Charvonah tells Achashveirosh that
the tree which Haman ha’rasha had prepared for Mordechai --
asher diber tov al ha’Melech, “who spoke good for the king” -- is
standing in Haman’s house (and why not put it to good use?). The
Agra d’Kallah derives from this that whoever speaks well
concerning Am Yisrael is considered to have spoken well of
Hashem - the Melech ha’olam, King of the world. Likewise, the
flipside is also something which we should underscore. One who
speaks ill of Klal Yisrael is viewed as if he has slandered/spoken
negative of the Melech, Supreme King, Hashem Yisborach. In
reality, it makes sense that maligning a person is similar to
casting aspersion on his monarch/father/family. We are all part
of a larger unit, all under the Heavenly reign of Hashem.

To disparage a Jew carries with it enormous and
frightening implications. Need we say more?

In 1911, many of the Torah institutions within the Yishuv
Ha’Yashan, Old Yishuv, in Yerushalayim suffered an economic

crisis. Among those which sustained losses, the Diskin
Orphanage, under the direction of Horav Yitzchak Yeruchem
Diskin, zl, suffered the most. Rav Moshe Blau, an askan,
community activist, took it upon himself to travel to chutz I'aretz,
the Diaspora, to procure the necessary funds crucial to the
survival of the institution. When he visited the city of Pressburg,
Hungary, he learned how critical it is to judge everyone
favourably. It was erev Shabbos HaGadol, and he was running late.
He stopped at the home of the Dayan, Horav Leib Rubinstein, to
deposit his money pouch with him. On Sunday morning, he
returned to retrieve his money. As he was about to leave, Rav
Rubinstein asked him if he had already visited the city’s Ray,
Horav Akiva Schreiber, zI. When he answered in the negative, the
Dayan asked how one of his stature could visit Pressburg and not
pay a visit to the Rav (who was a distinguished Torah scholar and
grandson of the Chasam Sofer).

Rav Blau went to the Rav’s home and rang the bell -
once, twice, three times, until he decided the meshareis, servant,
who would answer the door had been instructed not to open for
money collectors. He was upset to the point that he was prepared
to pen a letter letting the Rav know that he had come from
Yerushalayim and had not received access to his home. The same
afternoon he met the Dayan, who asked if he had visited the Rav.
He replied that he had made the effort to visit, but had not been
welcomed into the home. He added, “Perhaps the Rav does not
answer the door to the likes of me (money collectors).”

The Dayan immediately countered, “Impossible. You do
not know our Rav. [ now demand that you do not leave Pressburg
until you first meet with the Rav.”

“On second thought,” the Dayan continued, “are you
certain that you went to the correct address?” “Yes,” Rav Blau
replied, “I even pressed the doorbell three times, and no one
answered.”

“Which door did you use?” “The middle door (there
were two doors).” “The bell on the middle door does not work.
You must use the one on the right side.”

The reader can probably imagine the story’s ending. Rav
Blau returned that afternoon, and, as soon as he pressed the
doorbell on the right side of the house, the servant welcomed him
in and brought him to Rav Schreiber’s study. He spoke for a while
with the Rav - never once mentioning that he been there earlier.
As the Rav accompanied his guest to the door, he motioned to him
to press the middle doorbell, the one that had earlier not worked.
He pressed the bell and heard no sound. “Did you hear a sound?”
the Rav asked him. “No” replied Rav Blau.

“The bell broke a few days ago. Now, you have a better
understanding and appreciation of Chazal’s dictum, Havei dan es
kol ha’adam I'kaf z’chus. ‘Judge all men favourably.” This rule
includes even the Rav. He, too, must be judged favourably!”

It was this last line which I feel is most important. We
make excuses for everyone, except our Torah leaders. Sadly, they
are the first ones with whom we take issue. They, too, are human
beings who might have a broken bell, oversleep, or have a sick
child at home. “Judge all men favourably” - applies to all men.

Hebrew Academy of Cleveland

Dedicated to the memory of Ellis Goldberg z”’| publisher and distributor of the worldwide edition of Peninim
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The people would roam and gather it, and grind it in a mill... or
make it into cakes and it tasted like the taste of dough kneaded
with oil. (11:8)

Chazal (Yoma 75a) teach that the manna had within it a
multiplicity of tastes, allowing the individual to experience any
taste he wanted. It had no name until the first Shabbos it
descended upon the camp. They called it Manna among
themselves, a name which implies hachanah, preparation, for all
foods; any taste could be experienced by eating it. When on the
sixth day/Erev Shabbos, however, a double portion fell, they
called it Manna/man, because the mem and nun, two letters
which comprise the word manna, are spelled out in double
letters: mem = mem, mem: nun, nun (Kli Yakar).

The Talmud asks about the inconsistent wording of this
pasuk. The pasuk originally implied that the manna descended
throughout the camp, then said vyatzu, “And they went out,”
later adding, “They would roam and gather it.” Chazal explain
that Bnei Yisrael had three ways in which to retrieve the manna,
which coincided with the spiritual affiliation of the individual
Jew. In other words, the righteous Jews opened the door of their
tent, and the manna was before them. The middle of the road,
average Jew was compelled to go out and expend some effort to
obtain his food. Finally, the wicked Jew, who was deficient in his
spiritual commitment, had to walk all over the camp in search of
manna. For the righteous, the manna came in the form of bread,
prepared and ready to eat. The average Jew made cakes, which
indicates that it required baking. The wicked Jew had to grind,
prepare flour and form his food. He received unprocessed manna
and was compelled to prepare it according to the Talmud. It
seems that the righteous received their food in the most
convenient manner, ready to eat, waiting for them by their door,
while the average Jew exerted himself slightly for his food,
leaving the wicked, spiritually uncommitted Jew with the option
of obtaining his sustenance through much effort and exertion.
(Indeed, this accords with Rashi’s commentary.)

Horav Mordechai Eliyahu Rabinowitz, zl, author of
Responsa Ner La’Maor (quoted by Horav Yitzchak Zilberstein,
Shlita, in Nifleosecha Asichah), offers an alternative
understanding of the Manna delivery system and how it affected
these three groups of Jews. The manna descended all over the
camp and its environs, stretching out far outside of the camp. The
righteous, faithful Jew knew that Hashem would provide for his
needs. Thus, he took what was available and necessary - no more.
The average Jew, whose level of faith had to overcome his self-
imposed challenges, was not satisfied with just what he found at
his doorstep. He wanted more, so he searched through the camp,
gathering whatever more that he could. The rasha, wicked Jew,
roamed all over - in the camp - outside of the camp - wherever
there was manna, to load up their vessels. In other words, it was
the individual’s spiritual posture that created a differential
among Jews, which resulted in distinct attitudes concerning how
much effort one needed to apply towards attaining his livelihood.

When they all returned home, it became as clear as day
that they all had an equal amount of manna. They learned that
one does not earn his sustenance either by force or exertion, but
by Hashem'’s decree. Thus, when Chazal say that the righteous
found their manna at their doorstep, they mean that what they
found at their door was sufficient for them. It would enable them
to get through the day. The beinoni, average Jew, was not satisfied
with a nominal amount. He went searching throughout the camp
area, because he wanted more/better. The rasha outdid everyone,
because the rasha never has enough to satisfy him; regardless of
how much he has amassed, he wants more.

We should, however, address one additional issue. The
Torah instructed everyone to take an omer, one portion - no
more - no less. If so, the one who took the little amount that was
at his door, who did not want to waste his time looking for more,
sinned no less than the one who sought more to satisfy his
desires. Why should the mamiit, one who took less, be rewarded?
Horav Eliezer ben David, Shlita, derives from here that taking less
than Hashem instructs us to take is not an aveirah, sin. Indeed,
the righteous Jew who took his Manna, found it to be lechem,
plain bread. He neither required cakes, nor did he want to waste
time starting from scratch. Plain, unadulterated, unspiced bread
in its most simple pristine form was all that he required. That is
what he received.

P97 DR J2R7T KWWY TWRD P02 N HR RN 9
That You say to me, “Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a
suckling.” (11:12)

Moshe Rabbeinu implied with his words that if he were
indeed their (Klal Yisrael’s) father, he would have an obligation to
somehow carry on alone. The Chafetz Chaim, zI, derives from here
that the buck stops at the parents. No parent may shirk his/her
ultimate responsibility and turn from his/her children -
regardless of personal difficulties or the (at times) difficult nature
of the child. Horav Chaim Shmuelevitz, zI, gleaned from here that
Moshe had the capacity to “carry” the entire nation. Obviously,
this is a metaphor for his ability to care for and be sensitive to the
needs of all Jews. From where did he draw this extraordinary
sense of caring? How does one man take on the responsibilities of
an entire nation? The Rosh Yeshivah cites Shemos 2:11, “Moshe
grew up and went out to his brethren and observed their
burdens.” Moshe assumed responsibility for his brothers. How?
Nosan eino v’libo liheyos meitzar aleihem; “He applied his eyes
and his heart to their suffering to grieve with them.” (Rashi)
Yalkut Shemoni adds, “He placed his shoulder beneath the load of
each one and said, ‘If I could only suffer instead of you.”

Moshe was not just a friend “on paper”; he worked
alongside his people, because he felt their pain. Their suffering
was his suffering. Thus, he could be mishtateif, share, with them.
It was his pain as much as it was their pain. This is the defining
obligation of a manhig, Torah leader; to feel the pain of his flock.
Moshe exhibited this sense of carrying once again when the
nation fought Amalek. He raised his hand Heavenward - and the
nation became stronger. When he lowered his hand - Amalek had
the upper hand. When Moshe’s hands grew heavy, they took a
stone, upon which he sat, while Aharon and Chur supported his
hands. Why did Moshe sit on a stone? Did they have no pillows, or
something softer on which to sit? Chazal (Taanis 11a) explain
that Moshe said, “Klal Yisrael is enveloped with pain. I, too, will
share in their pain.” Sitting on a soft pillow does not generate
much pain.

Horav Michel Yehudah Lefkowitz, zl, exemplified the
middah, character trait, of sharing in his friend’s pain. As a Torah
leader without peer, he demonstrated that every Jew was his
friend. Once, the wife of a rebbe became very ill. The doctors
found a large tumour pressing on her brain. When Rav Michel
Yehudah was informed of this sad development, he burst into
such bitter weeping that one would think that a close family
member had become ill. Rav Michel Yehudah conferred his
blessing upon her, wishing her hatzlacha on the upcoming
surgery. With unusual warmth and sensitivity, he attempted to
assuage her fears. When she saw how emotional he had become
upon hearing of her plight, coupled with his soothing words and
blessing, her hopes for a successful recovery finally began to
creep into her mind. Until then, she had been feeling negative.
Knowing that a sage of such calibre and distinction cared about
her, she felt more hopeful. The surgery was successful, and, after

Peninim is published by Peninim Publications in conjunction with the Hebrew Academy of Cleveland
©2020 All Rights Reserved by Rabbi A. L. Scheinbaum
Sponsorship - e-mail: peninim@dvar.info

RAMAPQOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NNYY NRID NIDTY
NP2 DY [2 NTIN' DNNANE DY NIIAT [2 DY 2PpY' NIV 2 ONI'A 501 N2 NdON

OO



a three - week stay in the United States, she returned to Eretz
Yisrael to begin the road to full recovery.

Great story - but there is more. One of the members of
this woman'’s family asked the Rosh Yeshivah (Ponovezh I'Tzeirim),
if the husband, who was a rebbe in the yeshivah, should take a
sabbatical from teaching in order to help his wife in her
recuperation process. The Rosh Yeshivah replied, “I, too, had a
daughter who was gravely ill. Wherever I went, my pain was
manifest in my sleepless eyes. At home, everyone was depressed;
at the hospital, we received only negative reports. We had
nowhere to turn for a glimmer of light, of hope - except for the
yeshivah. My daily shiur, lecture, in the yeshivah afforded me light
and comfort. The time I spent talking to Hashem in prayer was
soothing. These two junctures during the day were the only rays
of light that illuminated the otherwise darkness of my day. Do you
want to take away from this young Torah scholar his only
opportunity for ‘life’? The Torah is a tree of life! This is his joy!”

After searching for stories that address the concept of
sharing the pain of others, I came to the realisation that in just
about every story I read, the hero of the story was a Torah giant
of encyclopaedic knowledge and impeccable character. This does
not mean that the average Jew does not think of others; rather, it
underscores the notion that despite their full-time commitment
to Torah scholarship, these gedolim took time off to help their
brethren. Moreover, it is specifically such unique individuals who
have the sensitivity to think of others and feel their pain.

Having said this, we go to the next story. It was 1948,
three years after the end of World War Il and the Holocaust,
when a young eleven-year-old boy -- an orphan, who had
survived Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen -- showed up with his
aunt on the doorstep of the Ponevezher Rav’s Batei Avos
(orphanage) in Bnei Brak. This home was the centre, the anchor
where the orphans of the Holocaust who emigrated to Eretz
Yisrael received their first footing in normalcy, following the
years of terror which they had experienced. Every child that
crossed the threshold of Batei Avos was laden with emotional
baggage, to which an adult far beyond these children’s years
would have great difficulty adjusting. Certainly, these children
were overwhelmed. The team of individuals who devoted
themselves to these children was the eim ha’bayis,
mother/woman in charge of the home, Giveret Munk, and Rav
Gerendovitz, who was also a psychologist. They had various
assistants. All answered to the home’s surrogate father, the
Ponevezher Rav, Horav Yosef Kahaneman.

When the boy arrived, Giveret Munk immediately
welcomed him with warmth and love. She gave him fresh linen, a
pillow, blanket and a new pair of pyjamas. The boy gulped down
his dinner and left a small drop of food wrapped in a napkin for
the next day. Used to starvation and never knowing if he would
have food in the morning, the rule in the camps was to save a
little for the next day - just in case. Following dinner, he retired to
his bed and went to sleep wearing his dirty clothes and shoes.
Giveret Munk was not about to say anything the first night. She
understood the emotional baggage he was carrying. After four
nights, however, it was time for a serious discussion. She called
Rav Gerendovitz, who did not fare any better at convincing Mutty
(his name) to change his clothes. Finally, they called the “father”
of all the yesomim, orphans, the Ponevezher Rav, who pleaded,
“Mottele zeeskeit (my sweet), why do you refuse to wash and
change your clothes?” The child remained mute, refusing to
respond even to the Rav. They had no other option but to turn to
the Chazon Ish. Perhaps he would be successful.

They stood before the Chazon Ish - a man who literally
counted every minute which was not spent in total immersion in
Torah: “Kavod HaRav. We have a new child in Batei Avos, our
zeeskeit Mutty. He arrived four days ago from Bergen-Belson
(which was then a DP camp. I know - I was born there). He
refuses to change his clothes and to put on a new pair of pyjamas.

He sleeps in his clothes (and shoes) and will not shower. Could
the Rav speak with him?”

The Chazon Ish smiled and asked, “Mordchele, why will
you not shower?”

“I refuse to get undressed. Every time [ undressed (in
the Concentration Camp), they (the Nazis) would take my clothes
and replace them with their striped pyjamas. I will not wear that
again!”

All of those who heard this statement were shaken to
the core of their beings. The Ponovezher Rav ran out, emotionally
stricken by these words.

The Chazon Ish attempted to assuage Mutty, “Do not
worry. Your clothes will be safe with Giveret Munk.” “No! I do not
trust her.” “Fine, Rav Gerendovitz will watch over them.” “I do not
trust him either” was Mutty’s reply. “Perhaps 1 will ask the
Ponovezher Rav to watch your clothes.” Same response, “I do not
trust him.” The Chazon Ish maintained his composure and said, “I
will personally watch your clothes.” Silence. “If the Rav will watch
my clothes, then I will remove them and shower”

The Chazon Ish had succeeded. Mutty removed his filthy
clothes and went to wash up. The Chazon Ish took off his kapote,
long frock, and rolled up his sleeves, as did the Ponovezher Rav.
They ran a basin of warm water and, after obtaining detergent,
began to soak and wash Mutty’s clothes. After the initial water
turned black, they brought more water. All of this was performed
as both gedolei Yisrael were weeping incessantly. The younger
staff members who had assembled asked if they could take over.
The Chazon Ish replied, “Mah pitom? Absolutely not. This is our
mitzvah.”

Mutty came out of the room wearing a new pair of
pyjamas. He immediately asked for his clothes. The Chazan Ish
pointed to the clothes line where his clothing, including his
Tzitzis, were washed and hanging to dry. “It will take all night for
your garments to dry,” the Chazon Ish said. “1 will watch over
them. You can sleep in my home tonight.”

The Chazon Ish was no longer a young man. He never
wasted a minute of his time. This young orphan needed him. He
closed his Gemorah. Mutty took precedence. This lonely orphan
became a premier talmid chacham, long-time member of the
Kollel Chazon Ish. A revered father, grandfather to a large family -
all because the gadol hador felt his pain. We never know whom --
or how -- we can help.

Va’ani Tefillah

uPW AR
Magen Yisheinu.
Shield of our salvation.

Hashem is not only the G-d of creation; He is also the G-d
of history. This means that we believe that nary a moment passes
that Hashem is not Providentially involved in our lives and in the
maintenance of everything in this world. Nothing escapes Him,
and nothing takes place unless He initiates and maintains it.
When we confess/thank Hashem for being the Shield of our
salvation, we thank Him not only for being the basis of our
existence, but also for the constant protection that He accords us
throughout our lives.

As 1 write this in midst of the coronavirus pandemic, I
gaze upon the words of Horav Shimon Schwab, zI (and I quote),
“We live in an environment that is also inhabited by billions of
bacteria and microscopic organisms, many of which are
extremely dangerous. In our daily interaction with people we are
exposed to all sorts of dangerous diseases and contaminants...
Therefore, were it not for Hakadosh Baruch Hu, Who constantly
shields us from all these dangers, we could not survive.” Food for
thought.

This publication is available worldwide via email and e-readers.
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“Speak to Aharon and say to him: When you
kindle the lamps, toward the face of the
Menorah shall the seven lamps cast light.”
The Torah has already told us of the
Mitzvah of the
Tetzaveh, and here the Torah tells us many
details about the Menorah. What does the
Posuk mean when it says, “nimn nx y7n7vna”
— literally translated to mean “When you
elevate the Neiros”?

Menorah in Parshas

Klal Yisroel’s being elevated in
this world is contingent on two things: their
belief in the Hashgacha of Hakodosh
Boruch Hu, that they not think that the
world runs itself through nature, rather
nature is Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s way of
bringing about things in this world, and
that Klal Yisroel should be connected; they
should have Achdus. Let’s analyze these
two important things that Klal Yisroel must
have. One must have Emunah that
everything that happens to him, good and
bad, is all from Hashem. When things
“happen” they are not
happenstance, but rather all is orchestrated
by Hakodosh Boruch Hu. This was the
disagreement between Rebbe Yehoshua
Ben Chananya and the daughter of the
emperor as mentioned in the Gemara in
Chulin 60a.

The of the
emperor said to Rebbe Yehoshua Ben
Chananya: Your G-d is a carpenter, as it
says in Tehillim 104:3 “rrnr'?y o'ma npnn” —
“Who lays the beams of His upper chambers
Tell Him to make me a

to a person,

daughter Roman

in the waters.”
distaff (a simple tool used in spinning).
Rebbe Yehoshua Ben Chananya said to her,
“very well.” He was Mispalel for mercy for
her, and she was stricken with leprosy. She
sat in the Roman market, and they gave her
a distaff, since it was their custom to give a
distaff to anyone stricken with leprosy, and
the leper would sit in the market and
untangle bunches of wool, so that people
would see and pray for mercy for the leper.
One day Rebbe Yehoshua Ben Chananya
was passing the Roman market place and
saw that she was sitting there untangling
He said to her: Is the
distaff my G-d gave to you pleasing? She
responded: Tell your G-d to take back
whatever He has given me. Rebbe
Yehoshua Ben Chananya replied: Our G-d
gives, but does not take. This story needs

bunches of wool.
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understanding, for why did the daughter of
the emperor ask for a distaff, which is
something that only commoners used —
something which she certainly never used
in her life, and why did Rebbe Yehoshua
Ben Chananya answer the way he did? The
daughter of the emperor did not believe in
the Hashgacha of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.
She was of the opinion that whatever
happened to her, good or bad, was just a

result of nature and happenstance. Klal
Yisroel know that is not the truth, and
everything that happens is all from
Hakodosh Boruch Hu. If Hakodosh Boruch
Hu wants someone to have a thousand gold
coins, He doesn’t send the money down to
him with a Malach — special delivery, but
rather He will make things happen in what
will appear to be nature which will cause
the person to obtain that thousand gold
coins. If Hakodosh Boruch Hu wants us to
break a limb, He doesn’t throw down a stone
from the Heavens, but rather will have a
stone on the floor which will cause the
person to trip and break that limb, or he will
fall from a ladder. The daughter of the
emperor requested a distaff, for she was
challenging Rebbe Yehoshua that one
should be sent to her — because for her to
receive one would be beyond the realm of
nature, for she was the daughter of the
emperor, and certainly no one would give it
to her. Rebbe Yehoshua proved her wrong.
For although it made no sense to say that
the daughter of the emperor would be found
in the Roman market place, with this tool to
untangle wool — a tool of peasants, her being
stricken with leprosy, that caused her to use
this distaff in the market place, and be
embarrassed, for that was the
equivocal to all, even the daughter of the
emperor. When Rebbe Yehoshua saw her
there with the distaff, he was asking her —
are you pleased with what my G-d did — in

rule,

other words, do you now recognize that
what happens is not happenstance, but all
orchestrated by my G-d — Hakodosh Boruch
Hu. She had no response for she knew he
was right, and just asked him to have it
taken away.

The second thing is for Klal
Yisroel to have complete Achdus: the
wealthy with the poor, the strong with the
weak, the wise with the unwise, and the
greats with the simpletons. Hakodosh
Boruch Hu made the world in a way that at
times even the most important need the
unimportant. There was a story of a man
travelling from city to city with his small
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child. The child became tired and couldn’t
walk anymore, so his father carried him on
his shoulders for much of the way, including
through rivers. When they finally reached
their final destination, they wanted to enter
the city, but it was nighttime and the gates
were closed and locked. It was very cold
outside, and the gates were very high.
There were no guards there at night, and
they could not wait until morning to enter,
for they may not have made through the
cold, damp night alive. The man knew that
the guards would often leave the keys on a
hook near the door, on the inside. He saw a
small window, a place which he certainly
wouldn’t fit through, but his young son
He had him climb through the
window to retrieve the key and open the
gates. The young child did as he was told;
they entered the city, and found lodging.
The man needed the little boy, for without
him he may have not survived the night.
The Neshomos are compared to Neiros, as it
says in Mishlei 20:27 “DTx nnwa "1 M ",
The Posuk here says, “nnin nx nwn” —
“nMan NX NI — '2” — there are two things
that will elevate the Neshomos of Klal
Yisroel. 1- “nannn 19 7m 7X” — the seven
branches of the Menorah represent the
seven Sefiros with which Hakodosh Boruch
Hu runs the world — all facing the middle
one — for Hakodosh Boruch Hu runs and

could.

controls every aspect of this world. We must
have complete Emunah in the Hashgacha of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu in the world. 2 —“nt
NN nwyn” —  which represent the
Neshomos of Klal Yisroel as a whole, “ nwjn
anT” — hammered out gold - they must all
come from one piece — meaning they must
all be one. “nd>™r T” — from the poor, “ T
nn19” — and the young — all of Klal Yisroel
— each and every one, must be part of one
whole. ('n qorr Tiw)

The Menorah alludes to the Torah
Hakdosha, and we are supposed to connect
ourselves to the Torah Hakdosha, for that
will bring us to a D’veikus, a connection, to
the Ribbono Shel Olam. There are, “-
nwn” — with two things we will be
elevated: Emunah in the complete
Hashgacha Pratis of Hakodosh Boruch Hu,
and with Achdus. The Torah is what

teaches us these two crucial things, and it
is through the light of the Torah that we
will be Zoche to the Geulah Shlaima. May
we be Zoche to bring forth the light of the
Torah so that we become truly elevated, and
are Zoche to the Geulah Shlaima, nmnna
X 'l
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Rashi (8,2) points out the juxtaposition of the end of parshas Naso which concerns the korbanos of the Neseeim at
the Chnanukas Hanesseim and the beginning of parshas B'haaloscha which deals with Ahron lighting the Menorah in the Mishkan. The
meaning of their connection is that at the time Aron found out that the Neseeim all brought their korbanos and he and his Shevet
were not included in the inauguration, he fell into a low spirit of missing such a grand opportunity. Hashem therefore appeased him
with the special mitzvah of lighting the Menorah.

The question arises why wasn't Aron included with the Neseeim in the Inaugural sacrifices? The answer is that
these Neseeim possessed a merit which they acquired during the slavery in Mitzrayim. They were appointed in charge to ensure that
the Jewish slaves would fill their daily quota of creating bricks. When the brick construction quota became impossible to fulfill since
the new decree which required them to now collect their own straw from the fields and still come up with the same numbers, the task
of these police was to punish and whip them with intensifying pressure to attain the goal. These foremen had compassion on the
brethren and instead of flogging them they were the ones who were lashed by the Egyptian police who employed them. As a reward
they were given the privilege to partake with the Inauguration sacrifices. ( Bamidbar 7,2 Rashi) They sacrificed their bodies for the
bodies of their brethren therefore they merited to offer the sacrifices for the Mishkan.

Examining the titles that the Torah gives to these leaders of Klal Yisrael we see D'TIPON 7V D*TNIVA DN NLVNN 'K'Y] 7RI 'KW1 —
leaders of Yisrael, leaders of the tribes, they who stood by the census. Why before mentioning the sacrifices does the Torah feel it
necessary to give these titles especially "leaders of the census" which did not take place until a later period (Bamidbar 1,4)? One can
explain that all the titles are referring to the merit of the Neseeim why they played a role in the Inaugural sacrifices. They were
the n'x'w of Yisrael. The word X'wa is the acronym NIn7R wIw 78w Nnwa they realized that every Yid possesses a neshama which
is mamesh a 2vnn n7x 77n. In the highest source there is a place called 78w N01> where all the neshamos are one and inseparable.
Therefore the root of every Yid is oneness with each other. From this stems the mitzvah of 1> w17 nanki love your friend as
yourself because he is really you and you are really him being compared to a hand of one's body. It is only when
the neshamah descends into the lower worlds it takes on its unique characteristics and kochos.

Realizing this they took upon themselves to suffer willingly beatings at the hand of the Egyptians rather than to persecute their
brethren. This willingness to suffer for others is hinted in the words nunn 'X'wa the word nun also means staff and stick. They were
willing to be beaten for another Yid. In what situation? In the scenario of the D179 which means accounting and also missing. They
were the foremen in Mitzrayim to ensure the daily completion of the brick quota and when the numbers were missing they were
beaten instead of their brothers.

Shevet Levi were not enslaved to do labor in Mitzrayim (Shmos 5'4 Rashi). Therefore Shevet Levi was not appointed as formen over the
slaves. Therefore they were missing the opportunity unlike the other Neseeim to sacrifice their bodies for another Yid. It was for this
reason that they were omitted from the sacrifices of the Mishkan on its Inaugural day.

If one asked you for a knee jerk answer who would you consider an "outstanding individual" what might your answer be, a great
philanthropist, a tzadik, a gaon talmid chacham, a big Askan? The gemarah (Makkos 22b) gives a very clear answer to this inquiry.

IM¥2 120 INXI D'YAIR 2'ND D01 17'KT N2 X123 'Mpn MU K71 NN 190 Mpn MUPT 'WI'R IRY 'RUDL NNd X1 R
Rava says how foolish are people that they stand up for a Sefer Torah but do not give the same kovid to a Gavra Rabba who interprets
the Torah. An following example is given. The Torah writes that a person who transgresses a serious offense receives forty lashes.

RAMAPOST AInannl
NP2 NIY 2 NTIN' DNAANIE N NAIAT |2 NWD 2py! BalabllY) 12 YND'N 5N DA NdOYN . .

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL



T , )
aphnll /3

PARSHA WITH e

YESHIVA ZEEV HATORAH www.zeevhatorah.org

For sponsorship and to subscribe please email Yaakov@zeevhatorah.org

The Rabbanan come and say the Torah only meant thirty nine and they remove one lash. This gemarah poses two difficulties. One,
why did they change titles of first calling the individual to give equal kovid to with the name gavrah raba and later called
him Rabbanan? Secondly, why did the gemarah choose this example to show the license and accuracy of the Chazal to interpret the
Torah, when there are so many hundreds of examples. For instance, the Torah says to sit in a Succah or to keep Shabbos and the
Chachamim came along and compiled a Mesechta of Halachos on these two mitzvos.

The answer to both questions is that Chazal want to define for us who is the real Gavrah Rabba and outstanding individual. Not
necessarily the gaon or tzakik or the philanthropist but rather the individual who alleviates pain and worry from another Yid.
The Neseeim are exemplary in being the Gavrah Rabba. Even the gematriah attests to this as N2 X121 with the two words and kollel
equal D'X'wIN.

There is a famous story of the Tzanzer Rebbe the Divrei Chaim that took place at his chasunah. As his Kallah was peering out the
window of her room she saw her chassan descending from the wagon with his parents and was shocked because he had a limp. She
broke out crying hysterically and refused to go to the Chuppah with a physically defected individual even though he was a
world talmid chacham. Her parents couldn't calm her down and the future father in law went over to the chasun to relate to him what
had occurred with his now distraught daughter. The Tzanzer Rav asked to have a few words alone with her. He entered her room and
began speaking to her that Chazal say forty days before a person is born the shidduch is presented in Shamayim. | merited to see this
vision forty days before you were born. | also saw that you unfortunately were destined to be born with a defected leg. | felt so sorry
for you and your future suffering that | fasted and davened for you that your defect should become mine instead of
yours. Baruch Hashem | see that my fervent tefillos were answered.

Can we be such Gavrah Rabbas like the Nessiem and the Divrei Chaim? | don't really think so. But to relieve the pain, suffering, and
worrying of others we can surely fit in those shoes. Once we understand that our deepest connection to Yidden is in the highest place
in Shamayim, it makes it easier to concern oneself with more unfortunate situations in Klal Yisrael. Sometimes one can relieve pain by
merely listening to their plight, helping with a problem, helping with homework, making a phone call to individuals who because of a
virus are stuck in their homes and are lonely or they can't go shopping for their needs. These are little sacrifices of time, energy,
positive and encouraging words. This is the way to become a gavrah rabba and become a Mishkan in which Hashem will dwell in just
as we found by the Neseeim.

Rashi brings the Chazal that Hashem told Aharon that his lighting of the Menorah is greater than the Neseeim's Korbanos. In what
way? Maybe we can apply the explanation of the Chofetz Chaim ztl on the words of the Mishna 071> 1212 NN TINYNI. He interprets
this to mean in an analogy. There are two Yidden, one is learning in the Bais Medrash and the other is walking on the street. Suddenly
he sees a Yid having a heart attack and being trained in CPR he resuscitates the Yid and he returns to normal. Chazal say on such a
person X'7n D71y '7'¥n 17'80 7XWM NNX w91 7'yxnin 73

That saving one Yid's life is equal to saving an entire world. Yet the Yid who was not aware of what was happening at the same time
that he was learning is still greater. Obviously one must stop his learning for Pikuach Nefesh. However in this scenario there was no
obligation to save a life yet he still is greater than the one who actually saved a world. The answer is that every word of learning
constantly saves the world from destruction. Saving a life is 17'N> deemed as if you saved a life. Learning Torah is actually saving lives
and the world.

The Menorah symbolizes Torah Sh'bal Peh. Ahron lighting the Menorah also lit the hearts of Klal Yisrael to be fired up to learn Torah
with a geshmak and enthusiasm. His mitzvah is therefore a greater one than the Neseeim who sacrificed themselves to save Yidden
by being beaten in their place. Torah learning is life itself not just an act of preserving life.
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Ramapost offers a weekly printed subscription to the following Divrei Torah:
Please fill out the online forrm at RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH to subscribe. We ask that
your free printed divrei torah be picked up every Friday at our Monsey (Rt 59) or Wesely Hills/Pomona location.
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