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As Hashem has commanded - "'n nIx¥ "WUXD
Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and transmitted it to
Yehoshua, and Yehoshua to the Elders, and the Elders to the
Prophets, and the Prophets to the Anshei Keneses
HaGedolah [the Men of the Great Assembly] (Avos 1:1).
From there the Torah was transmitted from generation to
generation by way of the Sanhedrin, the Tanaim, the
Amoraim, the Rishonim, the Gaonim, the Acharonim, until in
our day we transmit the Torah from father to son and from
teacher to student. The Torah is the same Torah as we say in
the Thirteen Principles [Ani Ma’amin]: ‘I believe with
complete faith that the entire Torah now in our hands is the
same one that was given to Moshe, our teacher alav
hashalom’.

So, you ask yourselves, we know all this, what are you telling
us that is new over here? Really, we are not coming to tell
you anything new.

However, if we delve into our parsha well, we can learn how
they received the Torah, how we are inclined to study the
Torah. In our parsha we see several times where Moshe
Rabeinu transmitted the command of Hashem to Aharon (as
in many other places) and it makes a point of stating these
words "n nI¥x WwXD' — ‘as Hashem has commanded’
(9:7,10,21,10:15,) and we must understand why Moshe
Rabeinu repeats this since all things were as Hashem
commanded?

The answer is that Moshe Rabeinu wanted Aharon HaKohen
to do them as if he had heard it directly from the Almighty
and not that he had heard it from just a Prophet. This was so
that these things would be done with complete intention of
the heart and through the keeping of the lofty spirituality as
it was given. This is what the Sifra writes: ‘How do we know
that Aharon heard from Moshe as if he heard it from
HaKodesh, since it states 'nun NX 'n niY Y"WWKXd wy'l' — ‘And
he did as Hashem had commanded Moshe’, that is, when
Aharon did these things, he did them ‘as Hashem had
commanded Moshe’.’

When we sit and learn, or we sit in a shiur and we pay
attention, we must remember that we are now learning the
Torah of Hashem and the one speaking these words to us is
comparable to HaKadosh Baruch Hu Himself in His Glory! We
should not just see the Rav or the sefer which is in front of
us, rather, we should consider ourselves ‘as hearing it from
the Almighty’! When we see a halacha in Shulchan Aruch or
Kitzur Shulchan Aruch or in Tiv HaHalacha, or even a very
brief halacha, ‘the obligation for mayim acharonim’, we
should be inclined to learn it as if we heard it from the
Almighty, then, all our studying of Torah and keeping the
mitzvos will look totally different. - Tiv HaTorah - Shemini
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‘A fulfilling wind’ - 'N7'mn nin'
In our generation there is much talk about the severity of talking in shul,
especially during davening and laining. But what are we supposed to do
when there are still people in shul who find this difficult and talk as if the
shul is a meeting place for the chevra. The Rav and the Gabbaim are not
powerful enough to stop this plague. | am very attached to the teaching of
the Tosfos Yom Tov, who arranged the special Mi Shebeirach for one who
holds himself back from talking during davening after it was revealed to
him that certain decrees are leveled at those who talk in shul. | went to
Moreinu Rabeinu shlit”a for advice as to what should be done, since
talking in shul impedes the tefillos of the entire community aside from
missing out on the Berachos.
The Rav advised me to start a minyan in my house for Kabbalas Shabbos
and Maariv and once a month, the Shabbos when we bench Rosh
Chodesh, | should make a minyan for Shacharis and Mussaf for anyone
who wants to daven properly.
| started with exactly a minyan, of course with the approval of the Rav of
the shul, who was confounded by the situation, but he could not stop the
affliction, and slowly, slowly the minyan grew and on Shabbos Mevarchim
we had a large, respectable minyan of eighty men, some of whom had
come from my shul.
The story that | want to tell took place on Shabbos Mevarchim Adar. It
began to rain a rain of blessing and a small drip started in the basement
and spread until it reached the shul area in such quantity that it was not
possible to put out bowls to catch the dripping rain. Now it started raining
inside the house. The time was 7:45 and the minyan was supposed to
start at 8:00 and we could not daven like this or open a Sefer Torah as the
water would ruin it. | stood by the door and said: “Ribono shel olam, |
accept Your will with love, and if this is what You desire then | will not
complain. The entire minyan was established for Your Great Name and to
bring you satisfaction by not talking during davening at all. Whoever
comes here feels the same way. Please, in Your great mercy and in the
merit of the Tosfos Yom Tov stop the rain from dripping in this mikdash
me’at. Just then the rain stopped, and a strong wind blew outside which
dried up all the remaining water and within 15 minutes you could not tell
that it had rained in the room at all. | swept the water off the floor and
the dripping stopped from the roof. Men began coming to the Tosfos Yom
Tov minyan. 75 men came to daven not knowing how it looked 15 minutes
before they arrived. Ten minutes after the last man left, it began to rain,
and it dripped as before, and | saw that the miracle was in the merit of the
minyan. | told the story to the Rav shlit”a in passing and he urged me to
immediately send the story in. | must point out that a commotion started
in shul because the serious men left to join me. The Rav managed to
influence the remainder to change so that we would come back to the
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Moshe said: This is the thing that Hashem has commanded you to
do, then the glory of Hashem will appear to you. Moshe said to
Aharon: Come near to the Mizbeach and perform the service of
your sin-offering and your olah-offering and provide atonement
for yourself and for the people, then perform the service of the
people’s offering and provide atonement for them, as Hashem has
commanded. (9:6-7)
Moshe said these words on the eighth day of the completion of the
Mishkan, on the day when Aharon and his sons dedicated the
Mishkan with their service. It would be apropos to contemplate the
language he used in order to understand the meaning. When he
first spoke, Moshe informed that everything was done according to
the command of Hashem Yisbarach when he said, ‘This is the thing
that Hashem has commanded’, and then he repeated it at the end
of his words by saying, ‘as Hashem has commanded’. Tis shouts out,
‘Expound me!” Why did he have to explain his words again that they
were a command from the Creator?
We also must understand why the atonement preceded the
command as it would have been fitting had he said, ‘and perform
the service of the people’s offering as Hashem has commanded and
provide atonement for them’. Aharon was only commanded to
perform the service of the offering and atonement is not included in
the performance. It is only a result of the acceptance of the service
of the offering. Then what is the meaning of ‘and provide
atonement for them as Hashem has commanded’, which means
that even the very atonement is included in the service and
included in the command?
Perhaps we can explain that this is an ethical lesson [mussar] since
Moshe intended at this moment to arouse Aharon and his sons to
perform the service just for the sake of Heaven. Whatever service
that a person is accustomed of doing, there is a need to increase
the effort to arouse the heart to fulfill it for the sake of Heaven.
Once a person gets used to doing the service, he does not feel that
he has to fulfill it more than necessary. Sometimes he completely
loses his desire to fulfill it, then the yetzer finds an opening so that
he fulfills it but not for the sake of Heaven. The person that wants
to fulfill his obligation does not pay attention to the particulars
involved in fulfilling it. The result is that he does what is incumbent
on him, but since his heart is not aroused, it is very hard for him to
arouse it and to always pay attention to it, to properly fulfill his
obligation. However, when he first wants to fulfill a mitzvah, then
his heart is wide open, and he intends to keep it for the sake of
Heaven. This is when his heart is aroused and this arouses him to
fulfill his obligation and always keep this mitzvah with the intent he
now has, and he should accustom himself to always fulfill it in this
way.
The same thing happened at the dedication of the Mishkan. Then all
the eyes of Israel were raised to Aharon and his sons the Kohanim
to arouse acceptance of their service and atonement for their sins.
Even Aharon’s sons focused their hearts towards Heaven to bring
satisfaction Above and bring acceptance of Israel before their
Creator. Since their hearts were raised to Hashem Yisbarach and
their entire intent was for Heaven, Moshe had the power to arouse
them that they should always see to do the service to be accepted
with this intent, and they should not accustom themselves to just
do the service by rote but also with the service of thought and
acceptance.
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Now we can understand quite well why the command was repeated.
This was not for the sake of the command, rather, it was to arouse
them to focus their hearts to always do the service for the sake of
Hashem Yisbarach. We can also understand why the atonement
preceded the command, since the intent was not to inform us again
about the command, rather, it was to arouse the intent to do the
service for the sake of Heaven and the power this contains.
Therefore, the Torah first tells us that for the service to make an
impression and for Israel to merit atonement there is a need to
intend while doing the service that it should be done ‘as Hashem has
commanded’.

This is a general principle in the service of Hashem that when a
person does anything, he should have in mind to do it for the sake of
Heaven. Only then will he merit that it rise to be accepted before
the Master, Hashem. Every Jew is accustomed to doing mitzvos.
Every day one fulfills many mitzvos, but only through good habits.
However, the yetzer is not satisfied with this. Therefore, it tries all
sorts of tricks to confuse one’s mind so that it should not be clear
when he does a mitzvah. By doing this, one is distracted from having
the accepted intent at this time. If the person thinks about it, he
sees that most of the time he is distracting thoughts just when he is
going to do a certain mitzvah. Sometimes this happens when he is
trying to concentrate during davening, when he is describing the
praises of the Omnipresent. Sometimes this happens when he sits
down to learn, then the distracting thoughts start to do their thing.
Just one hour before this his mind was clear with proper thoughts,
and the same thing one hour after this. Even though he cannot
explain this. Just at that moment when he is intending to do a
mitzvah, then all these distracting thoughts come at him and he
can’t figure it out. All this is just the counsel of the yetzer that wants
to spoil the moment of Torah and good deeds with these thoughts
and the result will be that the deeds will not be done well. When the
person is aware of all this, he will be wise to overpower these
thoughts and not pay attention to them. Then he will be able to join
thought to deed, and then it will be a time of Torah and good deeds
with a life of the World to Come.

Chazal said (Makkos 23b, Avos 6:11), ‘HaKadosh Baruch Hu wished
to confer merit on Israel, therefore He gave them Torah and mitzvos
in abundance...’, and Rambam explains (at the end of Maseches
Avos) in his explanation of the Mishna that through this the person
will merit to do one mitzvah properly and in this way he will truly
earn his portion in the World Above. The issue at hand is that the
person, because of his characteristics and various habits, finds it
difficult to fulfill the mitzvos wholeheartedly. Therefore, HaKadosh
Baruch Hu gave Israel an abundance of mitzvos so that a person can
choose one mitzvah from all the mitzvos and fulfill it
wholeheartedly, and no bad habits or characteristic can deter him.
Using the same approach perhaps we can also say that the reason
HaKadosh Baruch Hu gave mitzvos and good deeds in abundance is
that since HaKadosh Baruch Hu knows that the yetzer in the heart of
a person increasingly tries to confuse the person and it is difficult for
the person to clear his mind. Therefore, He gave Israel an
abundance of Torah and good deeds so that one should increase his
involvement in them, and then, perhaps he will merit to fulfill one of
them properly with a clear mind and the intention of his heart
towards his Creator, and through this he will merit life in the World
to Come. It is the wise man who can block his mind from distractions
with the awareness that this is just the advice of the yetzer, and he
should intend towards Heaven at all times, and he will then merit an
abundance of mitzvos and by doing them properly, he will bring
great satisfaction to his Maker.




Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Shemini 5779
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox
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The Incredible Connection between the Midpoint of Words--"waT w11”
and the Midpoint of Letters—the “Vav” of "11nx"

In this week’s parsha, parshas Shemini, it is fitting that we
examine a curious phenomenon. HKB”H arranged that the
midpoint of the Torah with respect to both words and letters
would be in this parsha. The midpoint of the Torah for words is
found in the passuk (Vayikra 10, 16): mwn w=7 w27 nROm 9pw Ny
»maw mam The word "w=7” is the final word in the first half of the
Torah; while the word "&17” is the first word of the second half of
the Torah. Now, the midpoint of the Torah for letters is found in the
passuk related to the prohibition of eating creatures that crawl on
the ground (ibid. 11, 42): "prayy 9>t Y=". The “vav” of "nma” is the
midpoint of the Torah with respect to its letters. To highlight this
distinction, tradition dictates that it be written as a large letter.

The source for this information appears in the Gemara
(Kiddushin 30a):

TRY INSY NTRING TD 0Ma10 1tRY 00Ma10 DEIWRD NP 1o
JIISon W 1N T WA, TN N80 DY ReRIN D 1R TIRAT VR RMRIN

Therefore, the early scholars were known as “sofrim,”
since they would count all the letters of the Torah. They
would say that the “vav” of "1 is the midpoint of the letters
of a sefer Torah, and w17 ¥7" is the midpoint of the words.
This same distinction is pointed out in Maseches Sofrim (9, 2):
W n1asn wen waT WAt 1IN DY N1 R0 RNY Q1P NeaY T pnat vy
79 WRA2 WA, 10w a1ea wat,1in Here it states that the “vav” of
"nna” should be enlarged; and the word "w7” should be written
at the end of a line in the sefer Torah, whereas the word "¢17"
should appear as the first word of the next line—alluding to the
fact that it is the beginning of the second half of the sefer.

Now, the mere fact that these early scholars were called
“sofrim”—literally,
words of the Torah, and identified the precise midpoints of the

“counters”—who counted the letters and

Torah, indicates that this knowledge is extremely significant. With
this in mind, let us endeavor to explain the profound significance
of HKB”H'’s choice of these two midpoints--"¢17 %=7", the midpoint
of its words and the “vav” of "jimx”, the midpoint of its letters.

A Novel Explanation Concerning the Calculation
of the Midpoints of the Words and the Letters

We will begin our journey by examining the passage from the
Gemara cited above:

PRY TIN3W NTPNING DO 2810 1Y ,B10 DITWRA INAPE 70vaY”
L1200 D PRI WA AT, TIN 180 T NnIR W 1R 1InaT R 0TI
MU0 180 M1 Y AR UKD N IR RD% N TIAT R Q0 21 %pa
LDINIAT TN 20 INMANY TP W 17T RY A 13 13 137 18 KD MmN
SRS RY IR N1MNYT N1MI0ME NP 1N YRR

Therefore, the early scholars were known as “sofrim,”
since they would count all the letters of the Torah. They
would say that the “vav” of "1ima” is the midpoint of the letters
of a sefer Torah, and "w17 w~7” is the midpoint of the words. .
. Rav Yosef inquired: Is the “vav” of "1imx” part of the first half
or part of the second half? They said to him, “Let us bring
a sefer Torah and count its letters.” Didn’t Rabbah bar bar
Chanah once say, “They did not move from there until they
brought a sefer Torah and counted them?” He (Rav Yosef)
replied to them, “They were well-versed in the knowledge
of deletions and additions; we are not well-versed in these
matters.” Therefore, we cannot count the letters accurately.

The commentaries are puzzled by Rav Yosef’s remark that
we are not sufficiently expert in the knowledge of deletions and
additions of letters. After all, Rav Yosef himself (Menachos 29b)
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says that a sefer Torah that has a significant number of deletions
(less than four per amud can be fixed) and additions is not kosher.
If we are not well-versed enough in these matters, then our sifrei-
Torah are not kosher, chas v’shalom, and it is not proper for us to
make a berachah on them.

The commentaries raise another difficulty. In today’s sifrei-
Torah, there are 304,805 letters. Accordingly, the middle letter
of a sefer-Torah is the letter “vav” in the word "1 in the passuk
(Vayikra 8, 28): "m xut e, which appears approximately five
thousand letters earlier than the “vav” of "mma”. Similarly, the
number of words in today’s sifrei-Torah is 79,976. Accordingly,
the midpoint of words is in the passuk (ibid. 15): "nwe» bx”,
approximately one thousand words before the words "g71 wa7".
Clearly, this does not agree with the Gemara’s assertion that the
midpoint of words is "7 w17 and the midpoint of letters is the
“vav” of "pima”.

HKB”H Said that a New Torah
Would Emerge from Him

I would like to present to our royal audience a wonderful idea
that [ had concerning this enigmatic discrepancy. We will refer
to something we discussed at length in the essay for parshas
Bereishis this year related to the Eitz HaChaim in Gan Eden. The
passuk states (Bereishis 2, 9): 1ama yp 5 mtaRn 1m 2opox 1 nay”
"Y1 219 NPT YT AT TN 2t vt Banny 211 axany—and Hashem
G-d caused to grow from the ground every tree that was
pleasing to the sight and good for food; also the Eitz HaChaim
in the midst of the garden, and the Eitz HaDa’as Tov VaRa.

In his commentary on that passuk, the Alshich hakadosh
assertsthat HKB”H planted 613 treesin the garden, corresponding
to the taryag mitzvos, which act like water nourishing the trees in
Gan Eden. The Eitz HaChaim in the middle of the garden is the
holy Torah, the source of all the mitzvos.

This notion is bewildering. After all, Yisrael received the Torah,
which is the Eitz HaChaim, on Har Sinai. In the words of David
HaMelech (Tehillim 40, 9), the holy Torah is food for the soul:
71 7ins nn'—and your Torah is in my gut. Yet, the Torah
teaches us that HKB”H installed protective measures at the gates of
Gan Eden to prevent mankind from eating from the Eitz HaChaim.
Furthermore, why didn’t Yisrael live forever after receiving the
Torah and partaking of the Eitz HaChaim—the Tree of Life?

To answer these questions, let us refer to HKB”H’s statement
regarding the future geulah (Yeshayah 51, 4): "xen snXn i »2"—

Shvilei Pinches

for Torah will come forth from Me. We find the following
elucidation in the Midrash related to this passuk (V.R. 13, 3): anr”
RN NNA 1IN W, NeN nNn e n n7apn—HKBYH said: “A
new Torah will come forth from Me”—novel aspects of the
Torah will come forth from Me. We can suggest an explanation
regarding the nature of this new Torah that HKB"H is destined
to reveal to Yisrael based on a teaching in the Gemara (Pesachim
6Db): "mIn3 AR ETPM PR"—the events recorded in the Torah are
not in chronological order. We find a wonderful rationale for this
principle in the Midrash Shochar Tov (Tehillim 3):

1 Y3 a7on Yy 1an dvnbre 7o Yy nain Yo mnrwes an Ry

,Bonamm Mwys1 oann neRe oy nIRaaY D10 e 1n L 1na RPN

79251 RTP? 22700 AT TANAY 117apn 2aY 1Ya1, 1N Y e obyn 1oy
Sl omyn

Theparshiyosofthe Torahwerenotgiveninchronological
order. For, had they been given in order, anyone who would
read them, would immediately be capable of creating a
world, resurrecting the dead and performing supernatural
feats. Therefore, the order of the Torah was withheld
and is only known to HKB”H, as it states (Yeshayah 44, 7):
“Whoever will declare that he is like Me, let him proclaim
it and set forth.”

We can now begin to comprehend the nature of the Eitz
HaChaim in the midst of the garden. It is the holy Torah,
arranged by HKB”H in the proper sequence. Anyone who would
read from it would be able instantaneously to create worlds and
resurrect the dead. Therefore, had Adam HaRishon not sinned,
he would have been permitted to eat from the Eitz HaChaim. He
would have perceived the Torah in its proper order and would
have lived eternally. For, if the study of the Torah empowers
a person to resurrect the dead, it can surely eliminate the
eventuality of death. For this reason, the Torah in its proper
order is called the Tree of Life--"m»m yy”. For, one who reads
from it attains eternal life.

Therefore, after Adam HaRishon sinned, and death was
imposed upon him and all of the creatures within him, HKB"H
prevented him from partaking of the Eitz HaChaim. For, He did
not wish to reveal to him or, subsequently, to Yisrael the proper
sequence of the Torah, as it is arranged in the heavens. It is
crucial that they not be able to resurrect the dead or live forever,
because in Olam HaZeh, the complete tikun demands that a
person perish and return to the earth. This process cleanses him
of the contamination of the nachash.
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Nevertheless, at the time of the future geulah—when the
sin of Adam HaRishon will be rectified and the decree of death
will be repealed—HKB"H will resurrect the dead by means of
the Torah arranged in its proper order. That is the true Eitz
HaChaim—anyone who partakes of it lives forever. This is the
message conveyed by HKB”H’s statement: “A new Torah will
emerge from Me.” He will specifically reveal to Yisrael the Torah
as it appears to Him, in its proper order. Thus, anyone who eats
from it will enjoy eternal life, as it is written (Bereishis 3, 22):
»ayY 'myar—and he will eat and live forever. In addition, by
revealing the proper sequence of the Torah, gates of illumination
will be opened, revealing the secrets of the Torah which were
previously concealed and beyond comprehension.

The “Sofrim” Perceived the Torah
in Its Proper Order

Now, I would like to propose a tremendous chiddush with the
utmost reverence and love. The name “sofrim” connotes much
more than the mere ability to count the number of words and
letters; anyone can do that! Due to their immense kedushah,
HKB”H revealed to them His secrets, in keeping with the passuk
(Tehillim 25, 14): x> 'n 1o"—the secret of Hashem is
revealed to those who fear Him. HKB"H revealed to them the
proper order of the parshiyos of the Torah, as they are arranged
before Him. For, He knew full well that they would not abuse this
knowledge; they would not use it to resurrect the dead without
His permission, prior to the time of the future geulah.

This explains very nicely what we have learned in the Gemara
(A.Z. 10b). When Antoninus, the King of Rome, witnessed how
Rabbi Chanina bar Chama revived the servant that he had killed,
declared to Rabeinu HaKadosh: "m nn o 132 noRw s Ry —I
know that even the least of you can resurrect the dead! Also,
we find the following in the sefer Beis Aharon (Likutim at the
end of Maseches Yevamos): We have a tradition that every
Tanna and Amora mentioned in the sacred Gemara was able
to resurrect the dead, as we find in the case of Rebbi and
Antoninus. In keeping with our current discussion, this ability
stemmed from the fact that their immense kedushah enabled
them to perceive the Torah in its proper order, as it was prior to
the sin of Adam HaRishon.

Thus, we have achieved abetter understanding of the Gemara’s
statement: “Therefore, the early scholars were known as
“sofrim,” since they would count all the letters of the Torah.
They would say that the “vav” of "1ima” is the midpoint of the

Shvilei Pinches

letters of a sefer Torah, and "w17 wn7” is the midpoint of the
words.” Because they were privileged to perceive the correct
order of the parshiyos of the Torah, they were able to ascertain
its midpoints accurately. So, when they stated that the midpoint
of the letters of the Torah is the “vav” of "1ima”, and the midpoint
of the words of the Torah is between the two words "w=7 wn7",
their calculation was based on the order of the parshiyos as they
appear to HKB"H.

«w17 w1T» Implies that Moshe Will Teach Yisrael
the Torah at the Future Geulah
Just As He Did at Matan Torah

Following this line of reasoning, let us now explain why
HKB”H allowed the “sofrim” to reveal the precise midpoints of
the Torah to us. As stated, they taught us that the midpoint of the
words of the Torah is the phrase «w27 waT»—Wwhich necessitates
writing the first word at the end of a line and the second word at
the beginning of the next line—and the midpoint of the letters
of the Torah is the “vav” of "pima"—which is why it is written as
a large “vav” in a sefer Torah. He wanted us to realize that due
to the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as,” we do not know the proper order of
the parshiyos of the Torah. This realization should cause us to
yearn to make amends for that initial sin and, thereby, hasten the
geulah. Then, HKB”H will keep his promise to restore the proper
order of the parshiyos: "xen snxm e nIn".

Let us expand on this lofty notion. If we analyze the two
midpoints of the Torah that we have been discussing, it is
evident that they are the focal points of the entire Torah. With
these two midpoints, HKB”H is alluding to the future geulah,
when the entire Torah will be arranged in its proper order.
Thus, everyone will see that the midpoints of the Torah are
exactly as it was taught.

Let us begin by explaining the significance of the phrase wa7”
mq7—the midpoint of the words of the Torah. We learn in the
Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni Yeshayah 26, 429):

U1 1anb mawr moprTen U1, W 11y 12 2w arab amapn ny”
maa1 apn bw o mibmr aam amban by oy abyn bw xvbna
I e DY Y TINYY W TI0 WA 2w 17ap, ONRY R 0Yan

In the future, HKB”H will sit in Gan Eden and expound. All
of the tzaddikim will sit down before Him; the entire heavenly
family will stand on their feet; the sun and constellations
will be to the right of HKB”H; the moon and the stars will be
to His left. HKB”H will sit and elucidate a new Torah that will
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be delivered by Mashiach in the future. We learn that HKB"H
will reveal the new Torah to us in the future through the Melech
HaMashiach.

Furthermore, the Zohar hakadosh (Bereishis 25b) teaches us
that Moshe Rabeinu, the first redeemer, at the time of “yetzias
Mitzrayim,” is destined to be the Melech HaMashiach le’atid la’vo.
This is alluded to in the passuk (Bereishis 49, 10): vaw =210 XY”
N7 77w K270 TP, Q0T 12 MW KT, 100 1900 PRI, 1T 12 IR KT Tea
/R0 KT 2w, n"wn The passuk says: “The staff shall not depart
from Yehudah”—this alludes to Mashiach the son of David; “nor
a lawgiver from between his feet”—alludes to Mashiach the
son of Yosef; “until Shiloh arrives”—alludes to Moshe; for the
numerical value of i"9»w is the same as the numerical value of
m"wn; both equal exactly 345. The Ohr HaChaim explains that
Mashiach’s neshamah will contain elements from both David
HaMelech and Moshe Rabeinu.

The Zohar hakadosh (Mishpatim 120a) teaches us this same
fact in relation to the passuk (Koheles 1, 9): "momw Rt momw ' —
whatever has been is what will be. The first letters of the
words Ry it m form the name mwn. In other words, just like
Moshe Rabeinu was instrumental in the first geulah—the geulah
from Mitzrayim--"m1w ma”; so, too, he will be instrumental in the
final geulah --"m»mw”. The Ohr HaChaim hakadosh (Bereishis 49,
11) explains that the neshamah of Mashiach will incorporate
both the neshamah of Moshe Rabeinu and the neshamah of David
HaMelech.

Accordingly, just as Moshe served as the redeemer in the first
geulah and is destined to do so again in the final geulah; so, too,
he will serve, once again, as the deliverer of the Torah to Yisrael.
He taught Yisrael the Torah after Matan Torah, and he will teach
Yisrael the Torah in the future, alBeis with new insights and
revelations.

This coincides magnificently with the following elucidation in
the Midrash (S.R. 2, 6):

N3 oY by Ry Ru o obiys amin b KXIn wn nwn

199 BAY IR R, 2T T 0TIRING BNaR RN Y SR Ry

3PP, 1N AN AN 3y TR 195 1IN PNt saan an by prye YN
Ur7apn van rabw mwn Y 1o onb N

The repetition of Moshe’s name—“Moshe Moshe”—indicates
that he taught Torah in Olam HaZeh and he is destined to teach
in Olam HaBa. In the future, Yisrael will approach Avraham and
say, “Teach us Torah.” He will reply to them, “Go to Yitzchak, who
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learned more than me.” Yitzchak says, “Go to Yaakov, who served
more than me.” Yaakov says to them, “Go to Moshe, who learned
it from HKB”H.”

This enlightens us as to the inherent allusion HKB”H
conveyed to us with the words: mwn wa7T w17 nRVA YW NN
" mm—Moshe inquired insistently ("wa7 wa7’) about the
he-goat of the “chatas,” for behold, it had been burned!
Let us explain based on what the Abarbanel writes in parshas
Acharei (Vayikra 16, 5). He asserts that the "nxwvnn 2spw” alludes
to the yetzer hara, who entices a person to sin. Now, le’atid
la'vo, the yetzer hara will be eliminated, as the Gemara explains
(Succah 52a): mopeest 2aa3 1onIET YAt A0S n7apn IRAR K125 TNy
"mepwan sina1—le’atid la’vo, HKB”H will bring the yetzer hara
and slaughter it in the presence of the tzaddikim and in the
presence of the reshaim.

Elsewhere, the Gemara teaches us (B.B. 16a): 2x> X111 ,y0w K1:1”
"miar Ny R ,pan—it is the Satan; it is the yetzer hara; it is the
malach hamaves. In other words, they are one and the same.
Hence, when the yetzer hara is slaughtered, the malach hamaves
will be slaughtered, as well. We express this fact in the piyut Chad
Gadya: "nmn 1xbn% vt n7apn ’nxk"—then came HKB”H and
slaughtered the malach hamaves. This will all transpire due
to the power of the new Torah, in its proper order, that HKB”H
will reveal to us in the future. Consequently, we will be allowed
to partake of the Eitz HaChaim and live forever.

This then is the interpretation of the passuk: =pw nxr
"nxunn-refers to the yetzer hara; "men wa7 wint"—the first w2
indicates that Moshe taught us the Torah that he received on Har
Sinai; the second "&=7" indicates that he will teach the Torah a
second time—the new Torah that HKB”H will reveal le’atid l1a’vo.
When he teaches the Torah the second time: "ymw mam”—the he-
goat of the “chatas” will be burned; in other words, the yetzer
hara/malach hamaves will be terminated. Thus, we will be
granted eternal life in Gan Eden, delighting in the splendor of the
Shechinah, like Adam HaRishon prior to the cheit.

The Glorious Lesson Learned
from the “Vav” of "11nx”

Continuing onward on this majestic path, we will proceed
to explain the significance of the midpoint of the letters of
the Torah—the “vav” of «jina» in the passuk "pirma By 9o bor—
whatever crawls on its belly. Rashi comments: This refers
to a snake. The term «1n1» means bending low; for, it goes
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bent low and falling on its belly. The Maharsha explains
(Kiddushin 30a) that the letter “vav” of «11na» splits the snake’s
belly like a sword.

[t appears that we can explain the matter based on a passuk
in parshas Vaeira (Shemos 8, 19): annb 1y 131y 12 nvta nawr”
7 mixn s —I will bring redemption between My people
and your people—tomorrow this sign will come about. The
Ba’al HaTurim writes that according to tradition the word "n7a”
is written in the sefer Torah without the letter “vav,” alluding to
the fact that the geulah from Mitzrayim was incomplete. With
regards to the future geulah, however, which will be complete,
it is written (Tehillim 130, 7): "n11a my naam”—and with Him
redemption is abundant. Hence, the word "n1a” is written
with a “vav.”

According to the Shela hakadosh (Bo 4), this is the allusion
inherent in the passuk: "y 1221 "1y 12 n1a nawr. Since the word
"n1a” without the “vav” indicates that the geulah was incomplete,
the passuk continues: “Tomorrow this sign (letter) will come
about.” There will be a tomorrow in the future—alluding to the
future geulah—when the letter “vav,” which was absent in the
geulah from Mitzrayim, will be present. (Translator’s note: The
word "nX’ can mean a sign and or a letter of the alphabet.)

With this understanding, the Shela interprets the following
passuk (Vayikra 26, 42): "awpy* »nma nx naom’—and 1 will
remember My covenant with Yaakov. Rashi provides the
following clarification: The Hebrew name Yaakov [217y°] appears
in Scriptures five times in its full form, including the letter “vav”;
whereas the name Eliyahu appears five times with the letter “vav”
missing; Yaakov took these missing “vav”s from Eliyahu’s name
as an assurance that Eliyahu will come and herald the geulah to
his descendants. In other words, Yaakov seized from Eliyahu
the missing “vav” from the word "nTa” as a form of security
deposit until Eliyahu comes to announce the arrival of the final
and complete geulah; at that time, the letter “vav” will return
to its proper place, indicating that the redemption--"n1a"—is
finally complete. In other words: "m mxm mom armb”—this letter
represents tomorrow’s geulah.

Speaking with the Nachash
Led to the Cheit Eitz HaDa’as

Letus elaborate further on the missing “vav” in the word "n=a".
So, how do we restore the missing “vav” to the word "n1a"? What
must we do to merit and enjoy the total redemption of the future
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geulah? If we examine the events surrounding the “cheit Eitz
HaDa’as,” it is apparent that the sin stemmed from the fact that
Chava entered into a relationship with the nachash and allowed
it to engage her in conversation. She should have distanced
herself from the nachash from the get-go. This is evident from
the passuk (Bereishis 3, 1): mwy 2w mren non bon oy mot wnany
A yy on 9aRn KT DAPUNR 0K 90 AR TR N 9anet,noR 't Now the
serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field that
Hashem had created. He said to the woman, “Even though
G-d said not to eat from all the trees of the garden.” Rashi
comments: Even though, he saw them eating from the other
fruit, he pursued a conversation with her, so that she would
answer him, and he would eventually talk about that specific
tree. Thus, it is apparent that had Adam HaRishon admonished
Chava to distance herself from the nachash, she would not have
fallen into his trap and eaten from the Eitz HaDa’as.

This explains very nicely the elucidation in the Midrash
Shochar Tov regarding the first passuk in sefer Tehillim (1, 1):
oogy 2WInat Ty KY DRV 77731 YW NXYa U KD WK WIRD WY
13973 "NTRY KY OX WK IWRTT DTN AR YN BTNS 93T - 3w RY
gy Sw swma snaw XY ox wRt wm e “Praised be the man
who refrained from following the counsel of the wicked, and
stood not in the path of the sinful, and sat not in the session
of scorners.” This is a reference to Adam HaRishon. Adam
HaRishon said, “I would have been praiseworthy had I not
followed the ways of the nachash; and I would be praised if I
hadn’t sat in the session of mockery.”

We can posit that this is why HKB”H cursed the nachash
(Bereishis 3, 15): R mpar 1221 7¥a7 1221 WK 19371 9292 MUWR SR
"apy 1own Nk e 1ae—I will put enmity between you and
the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring.
He will pound you on the head, and you will hiss at his heel.
As stated, the root of the sin was the fact that Chava entered into a
relationship with the nachash and conversed with it. Therefore,
the tikun is to create enmity between the nachash and the woman
and her offspring. Their mutual animosity is so great that they
both want to kill each other.

Now, we know that the letter “vav” at the beginning of a word
functions like a conjunction, connecting two items. In the words
of Rashi (Vayikra 1, 10): The prefix “vav” adds to the preceding
topic. Thus, when aJew fulfills the mitzvah of (ibid. 19, 18): nanxy
»1m5 1yav—you shall love your fellow Jew as yourself—he is,
in essence, rectifying the connecting “vav,” by connecting with
the element of kedushah. On the other hand, when he connects
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with the yetzer hara and those who detest the Torah—those
who emulate the nachash—he damages the connecting “vav”;

because he is making an improper connection.

This explains Yaakov Avinu’s rationale for taking the letter
“vav” from Eliyahu’s name—my8—as a guarantee. It is
Eliyahu HaNavi’s job to prepare Yisrael for the future geulah
by increasing peace, harmony and unity among Yisrael, and
distancing them from the laws of the goyim. As it is written
(Malachi 3, 23): it @1 X132 2289 R°3271 ¥R nX @OV MY MmaN man”
»anar B oo ab1 oaa by max ab 2wm R Y “Behold, 1
send you Eliyahu HaNavi before the coming of the great
and awesome day of Hashem. And he will turn back the
hearts of fathers with their sons and the hearts of sons

with their fathers.”

We can also appreciate the message conveyed by the
statement: "y a1 *ny 12 nTa onnw'—I shall bring about
redemption between My people and your people. In other
words, the geulah was predicated on the fact that HKB”H created
a separation between the people of Yisrael and the people of
Mitzrayim. To emphasize this fact, tradition dictates that the
word "m1a” is written in the sefer Torah without the “vav.”
This alludes to the fact that the geulah from Mitzrayim did not
complete the tikun of the connecting “vav,” because there were
still geulos that followed during which Yisrael continued to sin

by connecting with and fraternizing with the goyim.
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Nevertheless, the passuk promises: " niRm o army'—
tomorrow, in preparation for the future geulah, the tikun of the
connecting “vav” will be completed. In other words, Yisrael
will be totally dissociated from the other nations; they will only
fraternize with their fellow Jews, with love, harmony, peace and
friendship. This will afford them a total salvation, in keeping
with the notion of : "n1ta my maamr. This enlightens us as to
the significance of the allusion HKB”H presents to us with the
midpoint of the letters of the Torah, in the passuk: "pmaby 15imysr.
The “vav” of "11ma” is enlarged; it splits the belly of the nachash
and eliminates him. For, when we accomplish the tikun of the
connecting “vav,” by associating only with those who observe
the Torah and fear Hashem, and we distance ourselves and
dissociate ourselves from the nachash hakadmoni—namely,
the yetzer hara—and all of its cohorts; we will then merit the
future geulah, when the nachash will be eliminated by means of
the new Torah that HKB”H is destined to reveal with the proper

order of the parshiyos.

Thus, it is apparent that the two midpoints of the Torah that
we have discussed complement each other beautifully. They
both foreshadow the eradication of the nachash and the yetzer
hara. At that time, Yaakov Avinu will return the letter “vav” to
Eliyahu HaNavi and he will announce the future geulah, swiftly,

in our times. Amen.
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

his Parsha discusses the laws of Tuma and Tahara, being spiritually pure
and impure.

Tuma cannot be physically sensed, and therefore, it becomes difficult to
prove its existence. It therefore becomes a Halacha that people may belittle.
Since | work with teenagers and young adults, | find that one of the first things
that they challenge and belittle is the need to wash their hands when they wake
up and before they eat, claiming that they cannot see any difference before and
after they wash.

| would like to offer a way to explain this to those who need to understand this.
(People who believe in the Torah know that their lack of understanding is a gap in
their lives, and not indicative of the value of Mitzvohs.)

In the world, there are physical categories, such as water, which can be touched,
and which have character traits, such as density, which can be physically verified.
However, the physical world also has intangible areas, such as airwaves, which are
used for cell phones, etc. Airwaves cannot be touched but are just as real, and
their use can be harnessed, as much as water. Even those that themselves use

airwaves may deny their existence. But those who understand airwaves will look
down at them.

When | was younger, people would tell an unhappy person to smile, and assumed
that the unhappy person’s problems would go away. Today, people are aware of
the existence of depression, an illness which cannot be physically touched but is
as real as a physical illness, such as a broken bone.

As the world becomes increasingly aware of the many intangible forces in the
world, people should not deny that the Torah also has its share of laws and
realities that cannot be sensed. It should not come as a surprise, that in addition
to the restriction not to steal, which is a tangible Mitzvoh, there are multiple
intangible ones such as the laws of Tuma and Tahara.

In addition to appreciating these laws, people should appreciate that punishment
is not an angry response to a sin, but is also a physical, although unseen, reaction
to their actions.As in the secular world, there is more that is unseen in the Torah
world than what can be seen.

A Mother is Seeking Help, and Doing so Honestly By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

he replied:

S “Yes, | see it is the ending of a four part article. My first response

was that it should be a separate article as it is a separate topic, but
once | read it in full, | realized it tied in very well; it sort of summarized the
whole conversation. It made me see (not yet internalize, but see) that once
again | am viewing human souls as an “all-or-nothing” endeavor. When | put
myself in your position, as a mentor, | said, “Well, | would have given up by
now”, because the person is not doing a total one-eighty, but you are viewing
every tiny accomplishment as an eternal merit. And that is how | should
view myself and my family, of course. Also, the part about it taking time is
something | could stand to internalize. Maybe that’s the ADHD in me, but
if | don’t see results in two days or less, | tend to give up. But not this time,
of course. Not this time. | look forward to reading the article in full. Thank
you again.”

I replied:

The most difficult task will be training yourself to be tenacious. You have to
see your children, and yourself, as a mission in life. People who have missions
never give up, and rise above the good days (which cause people to be
complacent), or the bad days (which cause people to give up).You have to
wake up every morning and remind yourself that,“Things are not as good as
they seem or as bad as they appear”.The balance is important.

When you have multiple missions in your life, some personal, others from
Hashem, you will be defined by the one which is the most important mission,
which is to acquire enough personal growth to “spill over” to your husband
and children.

While this may sound really intense and is a real challenge, it can also be
enjoyable.You should muster the energy to make your children their favorite
suppers, buy them quirky birthday cards, etc.

| have a student who recently arrived at Areivim, after years of being a
parasite and leeching on people because of his real issues. His upbringing is
so toxic that | could understand why he is like he is, nevertheless, having a
legitimate excuse to be unhealthy does not make it right.

He has just learned to appreciate something he did not know existed, and
that there is something called a reciprocal relationship. He does things for
me, and | do some for him. Instead of helping him because he’s a Nebech, |
help him because he just helped me. Instead of anticipating his needs to make
sure he does not fall back on drugs, | help him because he is sensitive enough
to text me when he will be five minutes late.

While he is working harder on self-growth than he has ever done before, it
is actually much easier on his soul than when he was doing nothing. That is
the beauty of living healthy.You do more, and it feels as if you are doing less.

You should become accustomed to relationships which are not defined by
“how hard | always have to work” and by “people don’t do what they are
supposed to”. Lighten up. See what people do as favors for you because they
want to, such as paying your bills, smiling at you, or picking up something from
the floor, because it is you. While this may seem as if | am dramatizing it a
little,and | am, in essence, it’'s what is really taking place.

See that those around you are doing sensitive actions and, as a friend, be
happy to do the same for them. Consider your children a blessing (which |
know you do, but more in conversation, and possibly not in “real time”), and
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do things for them, because they deserve it, and you want to be a part of
their lives today and for years from now.

That is the attitude required to live life with gusto, and to overlook the real
problems that constantly get thrown at us, because those problems are real.
However, when the fun is embraced, although it may be more difficult to see,
it is just as real. | learned this lesson from a powerful statement my daughter
once told me.

My daughter got married at eighteen. Shortly afterwards, she told me,*“Had |
known how challenging marriage is, | would not have married so young, but,
had | known how rewarding it is, | would have married younger.” While my
daughter applied it to marriage, it is just as applicable to parenting, and life
in general. No one denies how difficult life is. It takes someone with an open
mind to see how rewarding it is.

While | am not suggesting that these should be our last e-mails, | hope you
have begun to see life differently, with what we have already written. Embrace
it, and “figure out” what you need to do to sustain this new attitude and
energy.

Thanks for corresponding.Your story is not an isolated one, and | hope that
others who read our e-mails will also gain from them.
She replied:

“l have started for a few days already. | try to say my list in the morning,
and repeatedly throughout the day, when | remember. | feel a small change

in myself; | feel more relaxed and self-confident. And | have noticed a tiny
change in my husband and children as well. It might just be in my head, but
that’s perfectly OK with me. The last item on my list is,“This is going to take
time, but it will work. Hang in there”. And that’s just what | am doing. B”H.”

I replied:

You are experiencing the ripple effect that an individual can have on an entire
group, which, in your case, is your family.VWhy can one person affect many,and
not the other way? You are more focused, which causes you to emit more
positive vibes than negative or “pareve” ones from those who are unfocused.
The ability to affect others is powerful, and now you realize the effect it has
had on your family. Now you have gotten a sense that it works both ways.

Your challenge will be to avoid complacency. The Yeitzer Hora convinces
people to live unhealthily. When he realizes that people are too driven, he
simply waits until they run out of steam.Yes, it seems easy now that you are
on a roll, but it is still a lifetime mission. Even when sustaining healthy living
becomes the norm, it will always require your being “on guard”.Your job is
to be forever vigilant.

While committing to a lifetime of vigilance may seem too demanding for
you, you have also begun to appreciate its rewards. It is more demanding
than you thought, but it is also proving to be more rewarding. Your family is
calmer.Your husband is looking at you with more respect and you feel better
about yourself. | am sure that you will agree that these are worth a lifetime
commitment.

Keep strong, keep your sense of humor, and keep saying Tehillim.

Story from "Torah Tavlin™ By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman

he customs of the Seder night are ancient and profound. They have been

handed down for thousands of years, generation after generation, and there

is much to learn from the varied and unique procedures. From a very young

age, each and every Jewish child is taught the special mnemonic device to
help remember the fifteen sections that make up the Seder night. It begins: “Kaddesh,
Urchatz, Karpas,Yachatz ...” It means,“Recite Kiddush, wash the hands, eat the Karpas,
break the middle matza ...” It has been a timeless custom for teachers to instill these
words into the hearts and minds of their smallest, most impressionable students, who
then recite them on the Seder night, explaining each word in Hebrew, often followed
by a translation in the Yiddish vernacular.

The first word, “Kaddesh” is explained thusly:“When the father comes home from
shul on the night of Pesach, he puts on his kittel and makes Kiddush right away, so that
the little children do not fall asleep without saying the Four Questions, beginning with
‘Mah Nishtana.”

One year in the home of the Shpoler Zeide, R’ Aryeh Leib Saba zt”l, his young son
began the customary recitation with the word “Kaddesh” and then proceeded with
the Yiddish explanation, as follows:*“Kaddesh ....When Tatty comes home from shul on
Pesach night, he must recite the kiddush immediately.” His explanation, however, went
no further, and after a few moments of silence, his father asked, “Nu? Why don’t you
continue?”

The little boy shrugged his shoulders. “My teacher didn’t tell me anything else to
say,” replied the child.

The Shpoler Zeide then proceeded to tell his son the rest of the explanation, which
continues: “.... so that the little children will not fall asleep and they will ask the Four
Questions beginning with ‘Mah Nishtana...why is this night different from all other
nights?’”

The following evening, on the second night of Pesach, the boy’s teacher was among
the guests at the Shpoler Zeide’s table. Right before the Seder began, the Tzaddik asked
the teacher, “Why did you leave out part of the Kaddesh? Why didn’t you teach the
children the rest of the explanation that has been around for so many years?”

“Oh,” replied the teacher nonchalantly, “l didn’t think it was so important for a little
child to know.Anyway, that is not the most important part of the explanation.”

The Shpoler Zeide was unhappy with this reply. He simply couldn’t fathom why a
teacher would do such a thing. He said,“How do you dare take upon yourself to alter
the venerable customs of our illustrious ancestors? You simply don’t understand the
depth and profundity of this teaching.” Immediately, however, the Shpoler Zeide calmed
down and smiled. “Listen, and | will explain the inner meaning of these words.”
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R’ Aryeh Leib said, “The words ‘Kaddesh, Urchatz’ - they are the introduction to
the whole Seder. In the Zohar it is written that Rabbi Chiya opened up his discourse
with the words from Shir Hashirim (Song of Songs) - ‘| am asleep but my heart is
awake. This means, ‘|l am asleep during the Golus (exile)’ - the long and enduring exile
has caused the Jewish people to fall asleep, lacking the heights of spiritual sensitivity.

“Thus, the true meaning of the children’s words are, ‘When the Father comes
home from shul on Pesach night’ - when our Father in Heaven returns to His Abode
on High and He sees that all the Jews, no matter how exhausted they are from their
preparations for the holiday, all go to shul to pray and give thanks to Him, what does
He do? ‘He puts on his white kittel and recites the Kiddush right away’ - Hashem
takes on the role of the chosson, the groom, and renews His vow of betrothal to His
deserted bride, the Jewish people, as it says in the Navi Hoshea: ‘And | will betroth
you to Me forever’

The Shpoler Zeide’s eyes were shining with a feverish glow. “And why must He
do this with such haste? ‘So that the little children will not fall asleep’ The prophets
often refer to the Jewish people as the precious children of Hashem. The Almighty
must act immediately to redeem His people, lest the deep slumber of the Exile totally
overwhelms them (G-d forbid), and they cannot be awakened, for in that case, the
future redemption would be impossible.

“The end of the phrase is,‘So that they will ask the question,‘Mah Nishtana ... why
is this night different from all other nights?’ In other words, we, the Jewish children of
Hashem will ask, ‘Tatte, why is this terrible, dark exile longer than all the other exiles
we have previously endured? When will this long night end - and the light of the Geulah
- the arrival of Moshiach Tzidkeinu - will shine forth?"”

As he uttered these last words, the Shpoler Zeide could not contain his emotions
and he burst into bitter tears. “Father in Heaven, redeem us quickly from the exile
while we are only in a ‘half sleep’ and our hearts still remain awake! Hashem, do not
wait until we fall into a slumber so deep that we can never be awakened!” All those
at the table who witnessed this scene were shaken to the core with a desire for
repentance, many weeping from the depths of their souls.

But R’ Aryeh Leib abruptly interrupted this sad mood. Brightening appreciably, he
called out, “Kinderlach, children, let us have some liveliness at the Seder, and give our
Father a little ‘nachas. Let us show Him that His ‘kleina kinderlach’ - small children,
can dance and be joyful even in this deep darkness!” And with that, the Tzaddik, who
was renowned as an exceptional dancer, began to twirl around in a dance of spiritual
rapture.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT'L

Dovid Gurwitz
Parshas Shemini

Eating Beyond Nature

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l provides a continuation of his theme of the
uniqueness of Jewish clarity.

We said last week that Rav Hirsch explains the following: just as Moshe Rabbeinu
received his nevuah in a clear, day-like manner, so too, it is lucid, clear, fully awake
man, with his wakeful, clear-thinking and free-willed mind, who has to approach
Hashem and bring korbanos only by the clarity of day.

Likewise, regarding the work of the kohanim, in the mishkan, they had to elevate
themselves by avoiding anything which lessened the clarity of mind, and ate what Rav
Hirsch calls the “"meal of the priests in the area of the sanctuary” to complete the
korbonas and their caporah. This means that we non - Kohanim are quite removed
from considering that the food we eat has a bearing on our minds in our avodah as a
mamlechas kohanim vgoy kadosh.

Therefore, Rav Hirsch links the earlier part of parshas shemini - dealing with offerings
and the kohanim - directly with the discussion of the dietary laws which follow.

As he summarizes, the body of the nation was created at Pesach and Rosh Chodesh.
By Mishpatim, the social life was arranged. From Terumah to the eleventh chapter of
Shemini, the Mishkan was built, involving and leading to kedusah for all of call Yisrael.
For all this to become a reality for everyone, the call came to be kedoshim tiyu ci
kadosh ani hashem eloheichem. For this, the people need to be fed specially for this
goal.

It is interesting that the Torah’s main discussion of food permissibility appears in
Parshas Shemini, right around Pesach, where we are so cautious about not eating a
certain type of food — Chametz - which, ironically, as Rav Hirsch describes, has been
the cause of civilization being able to actually develop and expand.
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The fact that Pesach is called Chag Hamatzot, in this regard, is a strong indicator that
Hashem wants us to think about the effect of food. Hamatzot is the Gematriah of the
word....Yisroel.

The real Afikomen of the Seder, however, is not only about food - it is about Matan
Torah. We see a hint to that through the value of the last letters of the expression
Leshana Haba BeYerushalim - Heh (5), Heh (5), and Mem (40) - which add up to 50,
the number of the distance of days from Pesach to Shavuous. Then, we get the Torah,
on the fiftieth day, which would actually be in the Omer count week of the eighth, or
Shemini.

Parshas Shemini teaches us a mystical connection between two aspects which are
described in great detail in the Parsha.

First, the service that the newly established Kohanim performed with the inauguration
of the Mishkan took place literally on the eighth (Shemini) day of building it. Second,
there is the discussion of Kedusha in eating, since Parshas Shemini contains the laws
of Kashrus - i.e., which creatures, fish, and birds one can and cannot eat.

Perhaps we can see the Parsha — and its directive regarding elevating our eating — in a
new light, after considering the following: The word Mishkan - spelled Mem (40), Shin
(300), Cuf (20) and Nun (50) - has a value of 410. So does the word Kadosh! So does
the word.....Shemini!

What is the connection among Mishkan, Kadosh, and Shemini - other than their
sharing of the same gematriah?

The Mishkan is a source of Holiness — hence, same gematria as kadosh - and all the
offerings brought on the eighth day - also same gematriah as kadosh - were focused
on increasing awareness of the Holiness of things in our lives.

Properly eating feeds our soul, more than our body. This makes sense, since the
Creator of our soul knows what sustenance it needs. In fact, the Torah says, in Sefer
Devarim, that "...not by bread alone does man live, but by all that comes out of
Hashem’s mouth does man live”.

This Hebrew phrase has 44 letters. (Four and four also equals eight). Forty-four is the
value of the word Daam, which is blood. The Seder partly focuses on blood, and even
spilling wine because of it. Our sages tell us that the word Adam is, in fact, made up of
Aleph Daam. This means ....Hashem - the Aleph - who is Holy, is connected to the
blood, the Daam. That is one way of seeing Adam.

The Bnei Yissascar points out another aspect of food that we need to keep in mind. He
writes that the letters comprising the word Omer - Ayin, Mem, and Reish — when each
letter is spelled out -- add up to a value of 10 times (72) chesed, since we should view
this time from barley harvest to wheat harvest as the reminder that Hashem shows
great chesed to feed us.
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And they brought before Hashem an alien fire that He had not
commanded them ... And Aharon was silent. (10:1,3)

Much has been written concerning the apparent misstep of
Nadav and Avihu in offering what was considered an alien fire, and the
reaction of their father, Aharon HaKohen, to their tragic deaths. Chazal
have analysed and explained every word in order to give later
generations a clue, a path for understanding and coming to grips with
this tragedy. The Torah writes, Asher lo tzivah osam, “That He (Hashem)
had not commanded them.” Apparently, their sin was in acting on their
own. Discipline is obviously important, but is it that demanding? The
Chiddushei HaRim sheds light on this “sin.” He derives from the words
Asher lo tzivah lahem that man’s claim to greatness is only to the extent
to which he fulfils Hashem’s commands.

Nadav and Avihu were tzaddikim gemurim, completely
righteous men, whose intent was certainly I’'shem Shomayim, for the
glory of Heaven. Yet, there was one thing missing from their act of
devotion: tzivui Hashem. Asher lo tzivah osam: Although they had not
been commanded to act, they did so. From their punishment, explains
the Chiddushei HaRim, we derive an important lesson: carrying out
Hashem’s command is what makes an action important — not its intrinsic
value. Yiddishkeit is a religion built upon dvar Hashem, the
word/command of G-d. When one severs the act from the command,
the mitzvah becomes lifeless.

When Aharon HaKohen remained silent following the deaths
of his sons, it was not merely to suppress his actual emotions. Indeed,
this silence bespoke his true greatness. Aharon had the ability to
abrogate himself completely — body and soul — to Hashem’s Will.
Hashem selected him to be the Kohen Gadol, explains the Sfas Emes,
because of his sole desire to fulfil the Will of Hashem, Who commanded
him. Vayidom Aharon was his affirmation of Hashem’s Will, his
acceptance of Hashem’s judgment. Bikerovai Ekadesh, “Through those
closest to Me, | will be sanctified.” Regardless of one’s spiritual
eminence, in order to achieve closeness to Hashem he must carry out
His Will. Aharon’s suppression of emotion was, in effect, atonement for
his sons’ overzealousness to serve. The ultimate service to Hashem is to
perform His Will. This is one instance when “extra credit” can detract
from the actual achievement.
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A fire came forth from before Hashem and consumed them and they died
before Hashem. (10:2)

Chazal enumerate a number of areas of deficiency in the
behaviour of Nadav and Avihu which, on their lofty level, was
considered sinful. One of their shortcomings was manifest in their
drinking wine prior to performing the service. Inebriation might find an
acceptable place in contemporary society’s morally bankrupt value
system, but it certainly did not belong in the Priestly service. While
Nadav and Avihu certainly did not entertain the idea of inebriation, this
does not preclude their partaking in a glass of wine. Truth be told, they
were not commanded against drinking wine prior to performing the

service until after the fact — and then they were gone. It was their
brothers who were the beneficiaries of this law. How could it be held
against them? This question is posed by the Rosh (Teshuvos, 20). He
explains that they should have learned a lesson from precedent, having
seen examples of individuals (Noach, Lot) who, upon being lax with
alcohol, had erred. Likewise, Nadav and Avihu should have realised that
wine causes one to err. Indeed, it is quite possible that their error in the
service occurred as a result of the wine.

People should take a lesson from the past. Lot drank;
consequently, he lost control of his faculties and acted licentiously.
Noach did not fare well when he had too much wine. One does not have
to be extraordinarily brilliant to realise that wine can be dangerous.

Veritably, Noach did not have people from whom to learn
about the ills of inebriation — but Lot did. Furthermore, Lot should have
learned from his first night’s travesty with his daughter. Why did he
repeat his error? (Truthfully, Noach could have learned from Adam
HaRishon, who some commentators contend ate from a grape.) Not only
should one learn from the past mistakes of others, he should also learn
from his own past mistakes.

Some of life’s most meaningful and compelling lessons are
derived from those who have lived before us, whose experiences were
similar to what we are going through today. If we listen and respond to
their advice, they might even guide us toward choices that are beneficial
to us. Surely, they can steer us away from making flawed decisions
based upon reckless indifference to what others have to say. These
mistakes can not only hinder our success, they can destroy us.
Furthermore, on a positive note, when we look to grandparents,
parents, mentors and friends who have “been there and done that,” we
find examples of faith, commitment, hard work, dedication and sacrifice
— qualities that guide us towards the path of success.

Judaism is a rendezvous between the past and the future. We
are enjoined a number of times in the Torah to z’chor, remember,
various experiences that have moulded our nationhood. Zikaron means
memory, which is the inactive form of z’chor. By constantly fulfilling the
commandment to remember actively, we see to it that the past is not
relegated to a distant history; it does not become an inactive memory,
but it is incorporated into the present. If our future is to become a
reality, we must see to it that it is firmly anchored in the bedrock of the
past. Life moves on. We must move on with time and learn to acclimate
ourselves with the benefits and challenges of the present, so that we
can hope and plan for the future. Someone who lives only in the past
lives a life filled with nothingness. The past is gone. It remains a source
of direction for the future, with lessons garnered from the past. Unless
we look backwards, we have great difficulty properly focusing on going
forwards.

The secular movements which began to germinate in Germany
and Russia at the end of the eighteenth century, and then metastasised
to America in the mid-nineteenth century, saw the past as a hindrance
to realising their idea of the future. Thus, the adherents broke ties with
the past. Without history there is no stability, no anchor, no pride. One
cannot look forward to anything if he has nothing on which to look back,
but (in their alienated minds) shame.

The adherents of the secular movements were ashamed of the
persecution, of the pogroms, of the fact that the Jews were considered
parasites. It troubled them. Rather than accept that Hashem
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providentially guided their lives and that everything occurred for a
reason, they chose to ignore both Hashem and the reason. Why should
one own up to his obligations to the Heavenly messages that he receives
if he can just as easily sever his connection and be oblivious to them?

Thus, they broke with the past. They lived for the present.
Sadly, they neither have a substantial present, nor do they harbour
much hope for the future. All because they broke with the past.
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Through those who are close to Me, I will be sanctified. (10:3)

When Hashem carries out His decree of Strict Justice,
especially when — as a result of this decree — someone dies, Hashem’s
Name is sanctified. There is no greater Kiddush, sanctification, of
Hashem’s Name, than missah, death. It indicates that Hashem is in
control, that He alone determines how long and under what
circumstances one will live. The Talmud (Niddah 30b) comments
concerning the pasuk, Ki li tichra kol berech, “To me will every knee
bends” (Yeshayahu 45), Zeh ha’missah, ‘This is a reference to death.”

Indeed, the solemnity of a funeral — even one that takes place
with a majority of non-practicing Jews in attendance - is compelling.
Everyone dons a yarmulke, recites Kaddish and attempts to observe the
various halachos intrinsic to the mourning ritual. This is because death
evokes the spiritual dimension within a person and calls to mind the
awesome power of death/mortality. It demonstrates to us that
everything and everyone is nullified before G-d.

With the understanding that Kiddush, sanctity, means
understanding that Hashem'’s Presence and power fill the world, that He
controls every aspect of Creation, we understand the meaning of chillul
Hashem. Chillul (derived from the word chalal, hole, vacuum) is a
statement that the sinner makes (by inference through his actions) that
Hashem does not, in fact, fill the entire world. When a person commits a
chillul Hashem he makes a statement: “G-d does not fill this place. | can
do what | want.” With this in mind, Horav Shimshon Pincus, zl, explains
why the only kapparah, atonement, for chillul Hashem, is death. When a
person desecrates Hashem’s Name, he creates a void in the glory of
Heaven, a void that can be filled only through a Kiddush Hashem of the
same calibre of the void. This is death.

This is a frightening statement. The very idea that chillul
Hashem can be repaired only through death is in and of itself alarming.
The “why,” the statement inferred from his actions that G-d does not
exist here is dreadful. We do not take chillul Hashem seriously.
Otherwise, we would exert the greatest care in our public activity to
make absolutely certain that a bystander who does not know any better
does not suspect us of a misstep. The consequences can be devastating.
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And your brethren, the entire House of Yisrael, shall bewail the
conflagration that Hashem ignited. (10:6)

Chazal derive from here that the suffering of a Torah scholar
(in this case, Aharon HaKohen and his remaining sons grieving) should
be shared by all of Klal Yisrael. Indeed, as Horav Shlomo Kluger, zl, says,
all Jews should show solidarity by mourning and grieving over a fellow
Jew’s misfortune. Kol Bais Yisrael applies to every generation of Jews.
Forever, until Moshiach arrives and wipes away our tears, it is incumbent
upon us to shed tears over the tragic and untimely deaths of the two
sons of Aharon HaKohen, Nadav and Avihu. Indeed, in the Yom Kippur
Machzor right before Krias HaTorah, it is stated that it is a noble merit to
weep over the deaths of Nadav and Avihu. [The Torah reading of Yom
Kippur is from Parashas Acharei Mos, which mentions their deaths.]

This imperative (to mourn Nadav and Avihu) is not consistent
with an inference made by Chazal (Moed Kattan 27b) from a pasuk in
Yirmiyahu 22:10, Al tivku lameis v’al tanudu lo, “Do not cry for a
deceased and do not shake your head for him.” We should not
mourn/grieve for the departed more than necessary. During the first
three days (following the death of a relative), the family grieves/weeps.
Seven days are allotted for eulogy and lamenting, i.e., intellectual
appreciation of the deceased; thirty days are set aside for prohibiting
haircuts. After that (thirty days after passing), Hashem says to the
mourners, “You do not have greater compassion than I.” In other words,
after thirty days we move on. How do we reconcile Chazal’s allotment of
a thirty day limit on mourning with the injunction to mourn Nadav and
Avihu forever?

Horav Shimshon Pincus, zl, explains the concept of “moving
on” as related to the seudas ha’vraah, the meal eaten by the mourners
following the funeral. The foods that are consumed are round, i.e., eggs,
beans, bagels, which express the concept of the life cycle. This
illustration that the world was created upon the principle of v’zarach
ha’shemesh, u’ba ha’shemesh; dor holeich v’dor ba, “The sun rises and
the sun sets; a generation leaves (dies), and a generation comes (is
born).” The ensuing generation completes/fills the vacuum left by the
previous generation. Thus, mourning and expressing grief has limits,
because we must keep in mind that what has departed has been (sort
of) replaced. We must move on.

This applies only when the passing of the deceased has been a
natural phenomenon. In a situation in which the passing represents an
uprooting, however, a removal of sorts in which the original nature and
character of the deceased and what he/she represented is gone forever,
the lament and grief do not end. One who loses a limb mourns its loss
for the remainder of his mortal life. Some “endings” are final and
overwhelming, leaving no room for replacement.

The sudden, untimely deaths of Nadav and Avihu, under such
tragic circumstances, went far beyond the pale of acceptability. Had they
died after living long lives, after having mentored successors who would
replace them in accordance with the level of the upcoming generation,
then the mourning and grieving expressed over their loss would be
“normal,” within the parameters of the loss of a gadol, Torah giant.
They, however, neither died naturally under normal circumstances, nor
did they leave anyone in line to step into their shoes. Our nation will
forever be bereft of the two Torah and spiritual giants of the calibre of
Nadav and Avihu. Thus, the weeping continues throughout the
generations.

This, posits Rav Pincus, is the underlying reason for the
weeping that continues for the myriads of Jewish souls that were
prematurely — and under the most brutal circumstances — taken during
the Churban of the Batei Mikdash, when the Temples were destroyed.
Gone was a world that never returned; gone was a generation that left a
void which is felt throughout the millennia. This is an incalculable,
irreplaceable loss. Thus, we continue to weep on the Tenth of Teves,
Seventeenth of Tammuz and on Tishah B’Av. These destructions were
followed by the Crusades, Inquisition, Pogroms of Tach v’Tat, the many
wanton murders that devastated our people in Western and Eastern
Europe for hundreds of years, until the cataclysmic Holocaust which saw
the cruel murder of six million of our brothers and sisters. For them we
continue to weep — and weep.

Yad Vashem, the Holocaust museum in Eretz Yisrael, is a
uniqgue memorial to the martyrs of the Holocaust. A little over thirty
years ago, with funds donated by a family in California, they added a
wing dedicated to the memory of the one and a half million children
under the age of twelve who were sadistically slaughtered by the Nazi
murderers. Among the victims was the donor’s (Spiegel family) son.

Rabbi Berel Wein describes his experience visiting this
poignant memorial. He walked into a single enormous underground
room, which was pitch black, so dark that he was unable to see his hand
in front of his face. In the middle of the room, a single burning candle
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provided a small dot of light which was bounced off mirrors placed
strategically throughout the room. One candle multiplied many times
over to give the impression that there were candles burning all over.
Indeed, wherever one looked, an eerie reflection of candlelight greeted
him. As Rabbi Wein remarked, “It was a congregation of tiny souls in
search of bodies.”

The darkness was overwhelming — but so was the bouncing
light. Adding to the frightening spectral effect was the sound of a
recorded (man’s) voice reading off names of young children, their ages
and the cities from which they were taken captive to be murdered. He
stood in the blackest of rooms, staring at the ghastly light and imagining
that he was surrounded by one and a half million children whose names
he was hearing. These children would have now (late 1980’s) been in
their forties and fifties, with children and grandchildren of their own.
Instead, their lives were cruelly snuffed out.

Understandably, this scene was compelling, to the point that
Rabbi Wein remembers breaking into incessant weeping and running
from the building into the blinding Yerushalayim sunlight. Then he
stopped — and thought for a moment. It had just occurred to him that
his name had not been called. The age was a good fit; so was the name.
The difference was that he “happened” to live in Chicago during the
Holocaust — not Europe. Had his grandfather moved east instead of
west, his name quite possibly could have been on the list of Kedoshim,
martyrs.

Those of us who survived — either by being in the right place at
the wrong time, or, like myself, being a child of survivors who by
Hashgachah Pratis, Divine Providence, was born after the war to parents
who survived the Gehinom — have an awesome, unbelievable prodigious
obligation, a responsibility to do whatever we possibly can to elevate
Kavod Shomayim. We were spared for a reason. Those one and a half
million souls whose lives were cut short provide a reason for us to weep.
Weeping is personal, an expression of our emotions over what we/our
generation/Klal Yisrael have lost. We cry for ourselves. What do we do
for them? As Rabbi Wein says: We increase our efforts to do something
positive for our People: build more yeshivos; welcome more Jews into
the fold; reach out to those boys and girls who we are about to lose; do
not rest until we have added our brick to the future Bais Hamikdash. We
should remember that we live not only for ourselves, but we must also
live for them.
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All earthen vessels into which (something contaminated) falls, all that is
within it shall be unclean, and it must be destroyed. (11:33)

Unlike wooden or metal vessels that are rendered (spiritually)
unclean by virtue of being touched externally by an unclean object, klei
cheres, earthenware vessels, become unclean only when the
contaminated object is within the airspace of the vessel. External
contact of a Klei cheres is not mitamei, does not render the earthenware
vessel unclean. The Kotzker Rebbe, zl, explains this halachah as
predicated on the notion that only something of value can be rendered
unclean. Wood and metal possess intrinsic value. Thus, they can become
unclean. Earth, however, has no intrinsic value, other than the fact that
if it is formed into a vessel, the vessel can serve as a container. Hence,
the state of tumah, contamination, can apply only when the
contaminated object is lowered into/contained within the earthenware
vessel. Its value derives from within.

Man'’s value also derives from within. In other words, it is not
what you are, but what you do or are able to do. External value is of no
consequence. A person who is able-bodied, but does nothing, does not
derive much value from his physical strength. One who is endowed with
a superior mind, but either does not use it or uses it for frivolous,

meaningless pursuits, has very little added value as the result of his
superior mind. On the other hand, one who devotes himself to spiritual
advancement, his value elevates with his achievement. As Jews, our
value system is determined by the Torah. Our Sages define the value of
man by teaching us the meaning of wisdom, strength, wealth, honour,
etc. It is all about moral, ethical and spiritual strength and the ability and
stamina to apply them. The manner in which we act defines our
perspective on what we consider significant, worthy, valuable. Our
adherence to Torah values not only defines who we are, but also what
we are. Our personal value is grounded in what we value. When we
accept spiritually, morally and ethically correct behaviours and values,
we have personal worth. When we demonstrate a lack of good
judgment in defining our sense of value, focusing on the ephemeral,
external and contemporary societal, culturally bankrupt standards, then
we indicate a flawed perspective on values, and subsequently denigrate
ourselves.

We are created with enormous spiritual potential as a result of
the neshamah kedoshah, holy soul, for which our body serves as its
container. The soul cannot function on its own. The body without the
soul is, likewise, of no value. They need one another. Quite like the
analogy provided by Chazal: Two men: one blind, and one who had no
legs. One cannot see where to go and the other is unable to go. They
work out a relationship whereby the blind man carries on his shoulder
the one without legs. The blind man serves as the medium of
conveyance, while the man without legs is the guide. Together, they are
able to safely navigate their way to their destination.

Parents talk about the values they want to see adopted by
their children. If we want our children to live a Torah life with Torah
values of the highest ethical and moral standards, then we must show
them by example how to live. If our focus in life is personal fame and the
pursuit of wealth and pleasure, what can we expect from our children?
Our misguided standard of living presents them with a message: This is
important to me. This is what | consider to be of value. How can we
expect them to be any different?

Va’ani Tefillah
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U’vnei osah b’karov b’yameinu binyan olam.
And build it very soon... as an everlasting Building.

As in physical/material edifices, endurance is based on the
quality of the materials and the skill and dedication of the craftsmen. A
spiritual edifice is no different. It requires workers who are G-d-fearing
and totally committed to their work. The materials must be formed with
holy intentions, with the knowledge that these materials will comprise
an edifice that will be a medium for serving Hashem.

Both the First and Second Batei Mikdash were built by
individuals whose spiritual qualities were not up to par. Thus, their
spiritual shortcomings caused the Temples to be constructed with
certain human limitations. The Bayis HaShlishi, Third Temple, will be
erected at a time when our people have reached an optimal spiritual
level, without deficiencies. At that time, our relationship with Hashem
will be on an unparalleled spiritual plane, transcending the laws of
nature, such that whatever limitations of human endeavour prevented
the first two Temples from achieving endurance will no longer be
factors.

Thus, the Third Temple will never be destroyed.

To sponsor a mazaltov, simcha or yartziet, email: peninim@dvar.info

This publication is available worldwide via email and e-readers.
For info call: ISRAEL 02 532 6058 / USA (216) 371-7609 / UK 0208 420 4821
or e-mail: peninim@dvar.info
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Kinder Torah.

Parashas Shemini

a

food.”

“Uch. How disgusting!”
“That is exactly what the Torah says,
Chaim. ‘Do not make yourselves disgust-
ing with any creeping thing, and do not
make yourselves tomei (impure) with
them.” (Vayikra 11:43).”

“l have a question about that verse,
Abba. The Torah just went into great
details about the forbidden insects. Why
does it add on this warning against creep-
ing things afterward?”

“The Ohr HaChaim answers your

With All of Your
Efforts

Mitzvah number 149 according to the

Sefer HaChinuch prohibits the Kohanim
from entering the Beis HaMikdash wear-
ing long hair. The holiness of the Beis
HaMikdash requires the Kohanim to sanc-
tify it using every means within their
power. As the Sefer HaChinuch explains
(mitzvah number 95), Hashem wants His

children to attain the highest levels of question, Fhalm. The
purity and holiness. To accomplish this verse states, D? not'ma,ke
we need a place that is sacred and free yourselves dlsgu.stmg. \X/hen
from even the smallest impurity. Only you eat something repulsive,

you yourself become repulsive.
Even if you accidentally eat a
bug, you become tomei. Don’t
do it to yourself! The Torah repeats
the warning to reiterate that we must
take special care with this issur (forbidden
thing). Why? ‘Because | am Hashem, your
G-d’ (Vayikra 11:44). You are a holy and
pure nation, the only one whom The
Almighty chose to call His. ‘Sanctify your-
selves, and you shall be holy, for | am
holy’ (Vayikra 11:44). The Ohr HaChaim
explains that if we take special precau-
tions to avoid eating insects, Hashem will
make us holy by resting His Shechina (Di-
vine Presence) upon us.”

“Amazing. | did not realize how privi-
leged we are, Abba.”

“We are Hashem’s holy nation. Remem-
ber it forever.”

there can we totally purify our thoughts
and our hearts. What makes the Beis
HaMikdash so holy? Our efforts to sanc-
tify it. Any action that is counterproduc-
tive diminishes the purity. The Gemora
(Brochos 8a) states that from the day that
the Beis HaMikdash was destroyed,
Hashem’s only possessions in this world
are the Jews who observe the halacha.
Since the Divine Presence is not felt in the
Beis HaMikdash, it rests only upon those
Jews who observe the halacha. Therefore,
just as we put our full strength into sancti-
fying the Beis HaMikdash, so too we must
observe the halacha with all of our ef-
forts.

Kinderlach . . .

: We are all striving to follow the halacha.
Whatever you do, don’t you always want
: to do your best? To do your best you have
to refrain from counterproductive activi-

i ties. The Torah relates that a Kohen's long
: hair in the Beis HaMikdash is detrimental.
i You might say, “What difference does the
: length of his hair make in his service to

i Hashem?” You see that it makes a big

i enough difference for the Torah to pro-

: hibit it. Similarly, he cannot serve with

i torn clothing. We can never think, chil-

: dren, that anything we do is unimportant.
Even maintaining a neat appearance is

i part of Avodas Hashem. We want to ob-

i serve the halacha as perfectly as possible.
We want all of our activities to bring us

i closer to Hashem, and thereby increase

i His Presence in the world.

-------------------------------------------------------

Holy Nation

------------------------------------------------------
o

I Kinderlach . . .

i Just the thought of eating a bug is repul-
sive. However, there is much more to that
: little bug than meets the eye. He is a siman :
(sign) of the kedusha of Klal Yisrael. We

: are a holy nation. Our souls are capable
of hosting the Shechina. The little insect
can defile our soul, taking away from its

i kedusha. Guard your holiness, kinderlach.
i Keep your souls pure. Then you will con-
i tinue to merit the privileges of the holy
E,Qnation - Shechina.

--------------------------------------------------------

The Yoke

(14
Abba | feel that 1 am working hard

preparing for Pesach.”

“Are you doing a lot of cleaning, Avi?”
“Well, ummm, not really. | was referring
to spiritual preparation.”

“Oh, you must be talking about the four
parshios.”

“Yes, Abba. Four weeks ago (Parashas
Shekalim) 1 worked on dedicating the

= o
F
. =
o H

« :
What is that little black thing on the

table, Abba?”

“It looks like an ant, Chaim. Yes it is. Let’s

get it off the table quickly. We surely
wouldn’t want it to wander into our

s,
.,
o

‘

gashmius  (material  possessions)  to
Hashem. Two weeks ago, (Parashas
Zachor) | hated the evil of Amalek and
wiped him out of my life.”

“Fantastic, Avil”

“What shall | work on this week, Abba?”
“This week is Parashas Parah, Avi. It is
about the purification process, which re-
quires the ashes of the Parah Adumah. In
the times of the Beis HaMikdash, every
Jewish male went to Yerushalayim for the
Shalosh Regalim (three pilgrimage festi-
vals). They would offer korbonos
(sacrifices) in the Beis
HaMikdash. They needed to
be tahor (spiritually pure) in
order to offer the korbonos.
Therefore, they would purify
themselves, using the ashes of
the Parah Adumah, before the
regel. We read the beginning of
Parashas Chukas, which details the mitz-
vah of Parah Adumah, as the special
Maftir of Parashas Parah this week, to
commemorate that purification.”

14
Does Rav Zeidel Epstein say anything

more about this parasha, Abba?”

“Ahhhh. You remember his beautiful
drashas from the last two parshios, Avi.
He has an insight on Parashas Parah also.
The Parah Adumah is called a ‘chok’ — a
mitzvah whose underlying reason we do
not understand. We accept the mitzvah,
however, and perform it exactly as
Hashem prescribes, even though we do
not understand it. This is a crucial aspect
of kabolas ole malchus Shomayim (accep-
tance of the yoke of Heaven). We keep
the mitzvos for no other reason than
Hashem commanded them to us. This is
the yesod (foundation) of our avodas
Hashem. We are Hashem’s servants and
perform all aspects of His will at all times,
under all circumstances.”

“I'm ready, Abba. I'm serving Hashem no
matter what!”

“Be matzliach, Avil”

Kinderlach . . .

Did you even see a plow being pulled by

i oxen? They wear a yoke around their

i necks. The yoke keeps them under the
control of their master. They cannot devi-
: ate from the path that he wants them to

travel. We are like the oxen, Hashem is

the master, and the yoke is the mitzvos.

We follow all of the mitzvos, even those
that we do not fully understand, because
The Master commanded them to us. Ka-
ballas ole malchus Shomayim — that is
Parashas Parah. pF

CnEEEEEEEsssssssssEEsEEEEEEEEEEEEEsssasssnnnnnnnnnnn s’ \

All rights reserved to the author + Please direct all inquiries concerning this publication to (02) 585-2216. #1064#
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“And it came to pass on the
eighth day that Moshe called Aharon and his
sons and the elders of Yisroel.” Moshe
performed the Avodah for the first seven days,
the days of practice for the Avodah in the
Mishkan, and now the eighth day came, and it
was time to be given over to Aharon and his
sons. From this point on, the Avodah would
only be done by the Kohanim, Aharon and his
children. If so, what was the purpose in calling
the Zekeinim to be there with Aharon and his
sons?

It says in Vayikra Rabbah 11 that
Klal Yisroel are compared to an qiy, a bird.
Just as a bird cannot fly without wings, so too
Klal Yisroel cannot accomplish and fly without
the assistance of the Zekeinim, the wings of
Klal Yisroel. The Tikunei Zohar explains the
Posuk in Koheles 10:20 “9a71 7a' 0'o1 ‘war” —
that Chochma and Binah are hidden in the
brain, while the heart is the place of fear and
love. This is to say that Klal Yisroel are Zoche
to Ahavah and Yirah, which are like the wings,
at the time that they are tied to and attached
to Talmidei Chachomim, who are the wings of
Klal Yisroel — Klal Yisroel are Zoche to Ahavah
and Yirah which allows their Torah to be
elevated. It is important for us to understand
that for the bird to be able to fly the wings
must be attached properly to the bird, in a
natural manner. If one were to attach the
wings to the bird in a way that it could not
move the wing, the bird would not be able to
fly. So too, the connecting of oneself to a
Talmid Chochom must be done in a normal
manner, a true and complete attachment.
Kesubos 111b — Devorim 4:4 “'1a n'jpaTn DnwI
DI'n 02712 0N D2'77R” — Is it possible to actually
connect to the Shechina? Rather the way to
connect to the Shechina is through connecting
to Talmidei Chachomim: Marrying off one’s
daughter to a Talmid Chochom, doing
business with a Talmid Chochom, allowing a
Talmid Chochom to have benefit from your
possessions, etc.... these are all ways, which by
connecting to Talmidei Chachomim, one is
actually connecting to the Shechina. By doing
this one will be Zoche to have wings, and to
have his Torah and Mitzvos fly up to
Shomayim so that he is connected to the
Shechina. (hwn 1x2)

The Torah is teaching us here the
rule for Korbonos, how it is to be done at all
times by all Korbonos. The one who is
bringing the Korbon must recite with his
mouth the name of the Korbon that he is
bringing — he must say it about that specific
animal that he is bringing, thus being
Mekadesh the animal. “This animal is for an
Olah”, or “this animal is for a Shelamim” etc....
By the Yid saying these words, he is Mekadesh
the animal, and he thus has a part in bringing
that animal as a Korbon. For from the

Say It

Shechita and on is all performed by the
Kohanim, and the one bringing the Korbon has
no part in the process. However, by his
reciting those words, he gives the Kedusha to
the animal, thus having an important role in
the process of the Korbon being brought. This
is what the words, “mnx7? "aTn 78w na IXI17
mean — that Moshe was to “speak” to Klal
Yisroel and that they were to “Inx?” recite the
words, so that they would have a share in the
Avodah of the Korbonos. They were to say,
“97 np” — this taking that I am performing, I
am doing so for such and such Korbon. In
order to understand that, the Torah wants
that the individual bringing the Korbon
should explicitly say regarding the animal
that he is bringing that it is being brought for
a specific Korbon, the Torah said that the
elders of Klal Yisroel should be there when
Moshe gave the command to Aharon and his
children. The elders were there as the
appointed ones in Klal Yisroel, the ones who
ensure that Klal Yisroel do all they are
supposed to in the correct way. They know
that a specific command of reciting that the
Korbon is being brought is necessary, in
addition to the actual sacrifice of the Korbon.
This concept is similar to the story
brought down in the Sefer n'a1 na www. There
was a child who lived in a village in which
there was no Melamed who knew how to teach
Torah, as has been handed down from
generation to generation. This young child
was brought to the big city, where there were
Melamdim who taught children how to learn
Torah, so that this child would be able to learn
Torah. The boy sat in front of the Melamed, so
that he could be taught the Aleph Bais. There
was a piece of paper with the letters from the
Aleph Bais on it, and the Melamed pointed to
the letter Aleph and told the boy, “Raise your
voice and say Aleph.” The boy was a simpleton
from a small village and had never seen
another child being taught the Aleph Bais.
The boy thought that the Melamed wanted
him to repeat everything he said, so the boy
said, “Raise your voice and say Aleph.” The
Melamed chuckled and told the boy, “You only
have to say Aleph.” The boy also chuckled and
said, “You only have to say Aleph.” The
Melamed tried again and said to the boy, “say
Bais.” The boy said, “say Bais.” The Melamed
saw that this was not going to work, for the boy
did not understand what he was telling him,
and he would continue to repeat everything he
said. The Melamed called for a small boy who
lived in the big city and knew how it was done.
While the boy from the small village was
sitting there, he told the boy from the big city,
“Raise your voice and say Aleph.” The boy said
in a loud voice, “Aleph.” The Melamed said,
“say Bais.” The boy said, “Bais.” The boy from
the small village saw this interaction and then
understood that he was only to say the letters,
and the words before the letters were the

DNIN N'WY' N N NR? Nnwa 1017

instructions as to what he was supposed to do.
One may have thought that had it said, “inp
nxon? o7y 1w’ that the command was to be
Makriv a o'ty vw. That which the word,
“‘nNon” was said was just to let us know that
the o'ty 1w was to brought for a Korbon
Chatas, but not that it had any direct part in
the Korbon. Thus, the elders of Klal Yisroel
were called to be there when Aharon was going
to be commanded to bring the Korbonos, and
they would hear Moshe Rabbeinu say, “q7 ny
T 197 23pnl.nxon? W 2 7ay.”  The elders
would wonder, why did Moshe need to say, “nj
17’ to Aharon? It must be that it is to teach
them that it is a part of what must be done. It
must be stated that the Korbon is being
brought as a Korbon Chatas. Then the next
Posuk says, “mr%? 72Tn 7xwr ma N7, that
when all of Klal Yisroel bring Korbonos, they
too must recite what Korbonos they are
bringing. Being that the elders saw first hand
that the Kohanim, upon bringing their own
Korbonos, needed to recite what Korbon they
are bringing, certainly the rest of Klal Yisroel
needed to do so when they brought Korbonos,
for they had no other part in the Korbon.
Thus, the elders were to teach the rest of Klal
Yisroel that part and parcel of the bringing of
Korbonos was the recital of what Korbon was
being brought. This was like the story, in
which the boy from the small village (the
elders) were to be there when the boy from the
big city (Aharon Hakohen) brought a Korbon.
(n""n n>1)

There is much for us to learn from
the Zekeinim being called in with Aharon and
his sons to learn about the Avodah. We have
the Torah Shebiksav and the Torah Shebal
Peh. The Torah Shebal Peh is that which is
passed down from generation to generation, in
what we call the Mesorah. There is the Torah
Shebiksav, which is written down for all to see,
but there are an infinite amount of details
hidden in the words of the Torah Hakdosha,
which we need Torah Shebal Peh to extract for
us. The Zekeinim are called in here to ensure
that we know that when bringing Korbonos
that the one bringing the Korbon must recite
with his mouth the name of the Korbon that
he is bringing — he must say it about that
specific animal that he is bringing, thus being
Mekadesh the animal. Klal Yisroel are like
birds, and the Zekeinim, the Talmidei
Chachomim who ensure that the Mesorah is
passed down from generation to generation
accurately, are the wings of Klal Yisroel. In
order for us to truly fly, we must learn from
the Talmidei Chachomim. The Zekeinim were
called in to ensure that the Mesorah, the
Torah Shebal Peh, would be passed down
accurately. We must seek to attach ourselves
to Talmidei Chachomim, so that we can fly.
May we be Zoche to attach ourselves properly
to Talmidei Chachomim so that we can fly in
our Avodas Hashem.

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetel@gmail.com Thank you, Y. Schechter
———
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The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel

Nachmani, was born in 5467
(1706/1707) into an illustrious
family with great Rabbinical

lineage. He studied the revealed and
concealed parts of the Torah by the
Torah greats of his day.
He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa,
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was
recognized as a holy and pious
individual, as well as a tremendous
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah.
He passed away on the 6™ of Elul
5539 (1779).
His Seforim were named, Toldos
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring” of
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the
Torah. In his introduction, he
explains that since his only son had
died during his lifetime, he wrote
his Seforim to perpetuate his own
memory after his passing.
The following is his passionate
request to learn his works.
“I implore of you with ten terms of
supplication to choose from my
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that
finds favor in your eyes, for your
learning will sooth my soul etc...
“This righteousness will stand by
you forever — to ‘eat’ in this world,
and be satiated in the next. In this
merit, Hashem will repay you with
children, health and sustenance.
“..and now my brothers and
friends etc. do a true kindness, and
with your eyes you will see children
and  grandchildren  surrounding
your table, houses filled with all
that is good, wealth and honor will
not cease from your children...”
w3 s
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This week's parsha speaks about the prohibition for Kohanim to drink wine
while doing the Avoda. On this note, the Zera Shimshon discusses a halcha that is
applicable to all Jews, that has to do with wine.

The Tur (Orach Chaim §296), quotes that Medrash that says that one who
does not make havdala on wine on Motzai Shabbos or does not hear havdala from
someone who is making it on wine, that person does see any signs of blessing.
However, one who does make havdla over wine or hears havdala from someone
making it over wine, Hashem calls him Holy and designates him as someone special.

The Zera Shimshon asks the obvious question - why, for doing something
seemingly so simple as in making havdala over wine, does a person merit blessing
and is called Holy my Hashem Himself and is designated as special by Hashem?
Especially considering the fact that some poskim are of the opinion that this mitzva
is a rabbinically enacted one (others argue).

The Zera Shimshon explains this based on the Gemara that teaches that wine
was created to console those in mourning and to pay up the wicked in this world
(since they receive enjoyment from their wine - that is considered payment for the
meager good deeds that they have done in this world).

As well, there is a Medrash that says that when Noach went to plant his
vineyard after the mabul, he was approached by a demon who informed him that
they were partners in the vines. The demon warned Noach and said make sure that
you keep to your portion for if you don't, I will harm you.

This is why the sages teach that if a person has merit, wine will make him
happy otherwise it will make him crazy. This is because there are two parts to wine,
one that is sacred and the other that belongs to impurity. One that comforts those
suffering (holiness) and one that repays the wicked in this world (impure).

Therefore on Motzai Shabbos when one says, %% wnp ra »7a01, and makes a
separation between holy and impure, it is precisely then that a person makes this
declaration over wine and is in essence saying that he only wants to be connected to
the side of Holiness. On such a person Hashem proclaims he is Holy and he merits
blessing.

With this the Zera Shimshon the idea of drinking on Purim until one cannot
distinguish between Arur Haman and Baruch Mordechai. On Purim, Amalek and
the side of impurity was greatly weakened, therefore there is no fear that the side of

impurity will overpower the drinker even if he drinks more than usual.

M M M
=7 =7 =7

(Do Not Read On Shabbos) BH The Sefer Ma'amar Sod Etzba Elokim from R'
Shimshon of Ostropoli (1599-1648) is now available (Another R' Shimshon who's torah we work on
BH. Not to be confused with the Zera Shimshon). The famed 'Erev Pesach Letter' that was revealed
to R' Shimshon in a dream with an assurance of life, honor and prosperity to those who
learn it once a year and especially on Erev Pesach. In this sefer (which is also available in
Hebrew) the dazzling calculations of R' Shimshon on the ten plagues, are enhanced
exponentially by the brilliant explanation of the Shemesh U'Magen. Join the many that
have been blown away by the revelations of this Sefer. (It also includes other numerical,
Pesach related pieces by R' Shimshon and a biography on R' Shimshon. For those that
can access the web, go to lulu.com and type in 'Maamar Sod' in the search box.
Otherwise, call 1.844.212.0689 and ask for ISBN 978-0-359-52672-7 (Hebrew) or ISBN 978-

0-359-52668-0 (English) I 3 123 73R 2P N e
S TP 717 TR0 SR T T AR ARD 000 1T e S

= signup & dedications — zerashimshon @gmail.com
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Do you have a Mother, Father, Aunt or Uncle that needs this?

RAMAPROMO

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Why wait till it's too late?? At ElderSAFE we provide our community
cost effective products and services to help people

age at home gracefully.

SHOWCASE YOUR oM PRODUCT

WUFEINTESES - DRGANIZATIONS - BON-PEOFATS - IVINTS
CAMPAICNE - THADE SHOWVE - CRAND DPEHINCS

Good Shabbss!
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Infefamipromocnm | BASALSSE00 | 182 Route 59 Sulte 204, Alimeet, MY 10852

© 917-842.0348
infoifeldersafe.net
www eldersafe net 6
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SECURITY RECOMMUNICATONS

ROCKLAND TRANSFERS S | w1
CAR SERVICE ENTER A NEW UNIVERSE

OF KOSHER ENTERTAINMENT

as eighth grader Aryeh Rosen struggles with
*one of his greatest and most dangerous
missions...GETTING UP ON TIME!t!
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Reserve Online
www.RocklandTransfers.com
Call / Text
(845) 288-8888
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