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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY

very year before Shavuos, 'm reminded of one of those 8o
E pieces in the Ramban on Chumash that Rav Shraga Feivel

Mendlowitz said is mandatory for a good Yid to know. The

reminder is especially important to us this year in light of the
world’s situation. We shall explain, B”SD.

We have the Minhag to “Lein” Megillas Rus on Shavuos, based on
Miseches Sofrim (14:18) that says half of it was read on ;v ov "xym of
the first day, and the second half was read on ;v or *xvm of the second
day. Chazal and Mefarshim try and explain what the connection is. The
Rema (490:9) brings the Minhag absent of the Miseches Sofrim method.
The Shaarei Teshuva (494:7) brings that Shavuos is David Hamelech’s
birthday, and Shumuel Hanavi wrote Rus to validate Dovid’s pedigree as
a full-fledged member of Klal Yisroel. Many of us know the Gemara in
Yevamos (76: B) that Doeg tried to discredit Dovid’s ancestry as a Yid,
much less a candidate for Melech. He claimed that Dovid, descended
from Rus who was a Moavis, and thereby not allowed to join Klal
Yisroel. The Gemarah concludes with the ruling of Shmuel Hanavi and
his Beis Din, quoted by Amosha, that a female Moavis is allowed. The
Medrash (Ruth 4:6) says he went to Shmuel, in person, to determine the
Halacha. The purpose of the entire Megilla is to transmit this Halacha.
The Chidushei Harim, and many others illuminate this Inyan as a
message, relevant to the day of Kabalas Hatorah; that without the Torah
Shebaal Peh, we are at a loss to understand the Torah Shebichsav, and
the entire pedigree of Malchus Bais Dovid and Melech Mashiach Ben
Dovid is in question. But that is an entirely different article-maybe one
day?

Let us return. The Pesukim in Devarim (23:4-7) disqualify Amon and
Moav from joining the ranks of Klal Yisroel. The reason the Torah
gives requires our attention. The Ramban and others seem to say
that there are two separate reasons. Firstly, they did not greet us with
bread and water on our way out of Mitzrayim. Secondly, they hired
Bilaam to curse us. The Ramban is ready to entertain the thought
that the first applies to Ammon only, and the second applies only to
Moav. Others (Sforno, see Kli Yakar for a fascinating explanation) say
that BOTH Amon and Moav are guilty of not giving bread and water.
Meforshim are bothered - WHO did help us when we left Mitzraim?
NOBODY! If so, why are Amon and Moav singled out? The Ramban
astounds us. These two, Amon and Moav, should’ve helped us more
than everyone because THEIR EXISTENCE in this world was only
because of Avraham. Lot and his daughters were only saved from Sdom
in the Zechus of Avraham. Lot was physically saved from the kings by
Avraham. They owed Klal Yisroel a debt of Hakaras Hatov, which was
ignored. Reb Yerucham Levovitz points out (13 X"n 701 nnan ny) that
we can even accept Baalei Aveira that want to be Megayer, BUT NOT
MR M2ma onnwn - someone without the decency of being grateful -
someone to whom the betrayal of a faithful supporter, and even your
life-saver, means nothing CANNOT belong to our apy 7bnx 1o mn.
Listen to these words, Rabbosai!! Between Avraham’s saving them and
Yetzias Mitzraim were hundreds of years (you do the math) - because
Hakaras Hatov has NO EXPIRATION DATE. We owe them gratitude
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"mpa mawanw par 5. What a lesson before Kabalas Hatorah- to accept
Torah we must bolster our feelings of Hakaras Hatov, then we become
a "5 for Torah to be poured into.

In contrast to Amon and Moav, there is another Parsha to ponder.
Another famous Giyores we find is Bisya Bas Paroah, as recorded in
Shemos (2:5) x5y y1mb npas na 7am, which Chazal Darshan (Megilla
13A) max mna o5an yimb nTrw - her visiting the Nile as this time was to
do Tevila for the sake of Geirus (Rashi Ibid) because she rejected the
Avoda Zara of her father (see Baal Haturim there). Rashi and Ramaban
already question the wording of Al Hayior-on the river. It was here that
she saved Moshe in his basket, as we know. FYI, there is a wondrous
1Xon p'nn that says that Bisya was the Neshama of Chava, and just as
Chava was the direct handiwork of Hashem, so too she is called Bas
of Hashem. That’s why she had such Rachmanus on Moshe, because
Moshe has Nishmas Hevel, Chava’s son. However, the Chasam Sofer
(Toras Moshe Ibid) explains that this Pharaoh refused to recognize
the contributions of Yosef — for nx ym X5 qwx- and how Yaakov and
Yosef contributed to Mitzrayim becoming the world power it was. The
Nile benefited from Yaakov’s Beracha; Yosef built the economy beyond
belief. This, Pharaoh said, is all me- hence his daily visits to the Nile. He
said, 2wy 21x1 x5, which Yosef saw in Pharaoh’s dream - by mmy mm
~xn - putting himself atop the Nile as if it is his. Bisya could not tolerate
such ingratitude, such Midos Raos, so she went to cleanse herself from
Gilulei Bais Aviha- her father making himself like G-d. This Middah
allowed her to become Moshe’s adopted mother, and hence she joined
Klal Yisroel as the wife of Kalev Ben Yifune (1:3 2"pn). (She rebelled
against her father, and Kalev rebelled against the Meraglim- OR Kalev
saved the sheep but Bisya saved the shepherd.) We only know Moshe by
the name she gave him, and even Hashem used her name, to teach us
the reward for Gemilas Chasadim (Shemos Rabbah 1:26).

Here is our Musar Haskel- we want to be Mekabel Torah, thus our work
is in this Middah. Ammon and Moav are disqualified because they are
Kafui Tov, while Bisya joins us because she has Hakaras Hatov. The
Medrash points out that the day that Bisya saved Moshe was Shavuos
(the math is simple: born 7 of Adar = hidden for 3 months = Shavuos)
and the Malachim cried; how can you let the receiver of Torah drown?
Bisya, driven by Hakaras Hatov, saves Moshe on Shavuos and joins Klal
Yisroel, embracing Taryag Mitzvos.

Some of us will be using our shuls IYH this Shavuos- hopefully with the
required Sechel. We need to be Makir Tov that we can enter into our
Ma Tovu Ohalecha, with the right Midos, the right masn nx». We just
cannot return the same way that we were driven out, Hahsem Yirachem.
Let all of us do it with the right Derech Eretz, so we can achieve Derech
Eretz Kadma Latorah. Let’s have the sweetest Shavuos ever. It can be.

May we all be Zocheh.

P YV
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MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the leadership of Rav Chaim Zev Levitan and is dedicated to oider Bais Medrash bochurim who have

chosen to pursue the path of Zevulon while rooted in the tents of Yisso
in the chinuch field and his
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or. B"h they have had great siyata d'shmaya in enabling these bochurim to shteig and face the

wality have led to the tremendous hatzlocho of this wonderful mosod.
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A man who shall set himself apart — 879! 1D WX
It is the way of the world that when someone buys a house,
he tries to be as materialistic as he can, as much as he can
afford. He covers the floor with the best floor covering and
he paints the walls with the best quality paint. It should be
pleasant to the touch and pleasing to the eyes. That is just
the walls of the house. The same is true for the furniture that
he brings inside, and also for the utensils in their cabinets.
He tries to get the best and the nicest of everything as much
as possible so that when the time comes and he uses the
house and the items inside it, he could enjoy using them.
Parashas Naso is read close to Shavuos, and one of the topics
in our parsha is the topic of the nazir (6:1-21). This comes to
teach us the power of speech, that through speech when the
person says “hareini nazir’ — “I am a nazir”, he is obligated
with all the laws of nezirus. The same holds true for guarding
one’s speech, watching what he says, and the sanctity of
speech enables him to receive the Torah. We must
remember this, that the mouth is the utensil designated to
receive the Torah, and just as everyone wants to eat from
clean utensils, and if he finds some dirt on his plate, then the
food will be unappetizing to him. Similarly, we must
remember that the utensil in which the Torah enters, the
mouth, must also be clean and holy.

There is a famous saying of Rabban Shimon bar Yochai that if
he were standing on Har Sinai when the Torah was given, he
would have asked HaKadosh Baruch Hu to create people
with two mouths, one to learn Torah and one speak about
his needs. But then he retracted and said that that it is better
that Hashem created the person with just one mouth. If it so
difficult for the world to refrain from speaking lashan hara
with one mouth, then how much more so if he had two
mouths.

Tzaddikim would say that Shavuos is Yom HaDin — Judgment

Day — of Torah, and just as on Rosh Hashanah the person is
just for the material things that he will have in the coming
year, so too on Shavuos we are judged for the ruchniyos —
spiritual things that we will have in the coming year. How
much our eyes will be enlightened in Torah study, how much
joy we will have from Torah study, etc. If this is so, then this
is the time to examine our speech and accept on ourselves to
clean our mouths from anything foul, and through this we
will merit to receive the Torah and learn it in order to teach,
safeguard and perform.

- TivHaTorah - Naso
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‘Precede the affliction with prayer’ - 'non7 n'7'on nr1n’
My brother-in-law left with my sister and young daughter to visit family in
the south to celebrate a family chalakah [a boy’s first haircut]. They also
invited my father to join them for the trip so he could get out a little since
he was isolated because of the coronavirus.

Father generally does not take trips like this, he took some seforim with
him to learn on the way and he went. As for me, | left with my wife, to
Rechov Bar llan Shmuel HaNavi to take care of a few things and | took my
mother and two small brothers along to get them out of the house since
they too had been stuck in the house.

On the way to one of the stores we passed by the cemetery of Sanhedria
where many Gedolim are buried. My mother had wanted to daven there
by the graves, | suggested that the main reason we went was to get some
air, now we should go in and pray. Mother was very please with the
suggestion and she poured her heart out in prayer for every family
member, with tears and pleading. She went like this from stone to stone
crying and pleading in a way that | had never seen my mother do before.

| was pleased to see my mother pray with such feeling like this and | too
used the time to daven warmly and my wife sis as well. We stood like this
for two whole hours, praying for the family and all of Am Yisrael. When
we left there, Mother thanked me very much and she said that she did
not know why, but she had a feeling that she had to daven like that. My
wife also said that she had a unique feeling and she could only daven for
my family and in particular my sister, my father, and the babies. It was
strange and | also davened more and my mother. We thought that since
they were not with us, we thought about them more.

However, two hours later, everything became clear as to why we cried so
much: At the exact time that we were davening, my brother-in-law got
into an accident. My sister broke her arm. My father was learning and he
walked away without a scratch. Apparently, the merit of Torah protected
him, even though the windshield shattered. My brother-in-law walked
with minor injuries and the babies were unharmed.

The car flew off the road after being hit by a speeding truck coming at
them. They ended up on the side of the road and the truck squealed to a
stop half a meter before crushing them all to death.

In retrospect, we now understood the hashgacha that occurred for the
safety of the family and for some reason we said all those Tefillos which
saved their lives.

There were many other miracles, but | told myself that | would only write
a few to inform everyone that Hashem is G-d, King of the World and
preceded prayer to the affliction and everything in an amazing way.

With thanks to the Creator of the World.
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Through Your salvation may you exalt and
raise our pride
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Our parsha opens with Hashem commanding Mosher Rabeinu
(4:22) lwna M2 WX DR KW' — ‘take a census of the sons of
Gershon’. ‘Naso’ is an expression exalting and leadership.
‘Gershon’ is an expression of separation, to hint to us that even
when a person feels separated from the world and being close to
G-d as it states (Shmuel | 26:19) n7n12 NDNONN DI'N 2IYIA D
'nwn — ‘for they have driven me away this day from attaching
myself to the heritage of Hashem’ because of his many sins, to
this the Torah hints to us that he must exalt and lift himself up by
improving and correcting his deeds and this will help him so that
he not remain chas v’shalom, distant from the Creator Yisbarach.
The mitzvah of confession-every day — ni* '722-117'1 niixn
So, how and in what way can he return to the source of holiness,
the neshama? To this the parsha hints several ways how to
improve the deeds and return it to its enhancement. The first
thing is he must abandon the sin completely with robust
acceptance and by doing Teshuva by saying viduy — confession, as
it says in the Torah (5:7) 'lwy "wX DNXLN NX ITINNI' — and they
shall confess their sin that they committed’. The mitzvah of viduy
is not a time dependent positive precept [mitzvas asei
shehazman grama] that is designated just to Yom Kippur, rather,
it is a constant mitzvah that is relevant every day. It is up to the
person to confess and regret every sin at all times. Therefore,
Tachanun was established after Shemona Esrei of Shacharis and
Mincha to be said as confession. Some even have the custom to
say, ‘l am prepared to fulfill the mitzvah of viduy’ and in this way,
one will always be free of sin. There are some who confess at the
bedtime Shema which was established by the Arizal. We find that
these people fulfill the mitzvah of viduy three times a day.

Make a fence for Torah — nnIn'7 210 1wy
The second thing that is needed to be lifted up and not fall again
with sin is to erect boundaries and fences. A person must set up a
fence for everything and especially for something that he has
already fallen down because of and stumbled in a specific sin; he
must add additional safeguards to uproot the cause of the matter
which caused him to sin. From now on he accepts upon himself
good things and with this power he will continue down the
villainous path.
This is hinted at in the Torah in the parsha of the sotah [the
wayward woman] (6:2) "'Tn'7 ' 1T WT7 X179 1D NWUK IR WU
— ‘A man or a woman who shall set themselves apart by taking a
nazirite vow’ and Rashi explains, ‘Why was the passage of the
nazir put adjacent to the passage of the sotah? To tell you that
anyone who sees a sotah in her state of disgrace should take
upon himself to abstain from wine’. It is on the person to erect
fences and barriers in particular those things that are loose by
him or anything that is not proper. He should understand that
these things were meant for him to see, not that they should
really be seen, but rather, it is a sign from Heaven that he sees it
and he should guard himself from it so he not stumble again.
So, how do we come to this? By being extra careful and setting
fences and boundaries, not just when the Bais HaMikdash was
standing and the laws of sotah applied, but rather, in every
generation when one sees something that he is arranged for him
to see. As the Baal Shem Tov said, ‘When a person sees a flaw or
a sin by someone else, it is a sign from Heaven that caused him to
see this in order to correct something in himself that needs
correcting.

il
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Something similar happened to one of the students of the Baal Shem
Tov who complained before his Rav that he accidentally stumbled
with a minor infraction of chillul Shabbos, Rachmana litzlan, and aside
from the actual sin and distancing from the Creator caused by the sin,
it bothered him and he wanted to know why he came to this when he
was so careful in regard to keeping Shabbos in every detail. The Baal
Shem Tov told him that he stumbled with this since he saw someone
embarrass a Talmid Chacham who is categorized like Shabbos and he
did not stop the disparagement of the Talmid Chacham, so it was like
chillul Shabbos. Therefore, it worked out that he stumbled with an
actual sin and when he did Teshuva for that he would also do Teshuva
for the embarrassment of the Talmid Chacham.

Sit in the dust of their feet — DN'721 19yY2 paxnn 'In
7N "N X7 waiwnn vinnl' — ‘A three-ply cord is not easily
severed’ (Koheles 4:12) — The third thing that is hinted at in the
parsha which elevates the person is to be close to heaven-fearing,
wholehearted people, circulate in their shadow so as to learn from
their actions the ways of Teshuva, rebuke, mussar [morals], matters
of love and attachment to Hashem. This is good, amazing advice, a
segulah to save one from sin and elevate in levels of avodah. This is
hinted at in Rashi to (5:12) "7un 12 N7ynI INYX NOYN D U'R UK —
‘Any man, if his wife will go astray and commit a trespass against
him’. Rashi explains, ‘What was written above this topic? nx w'NI'
"D 17 1'UTR — ‘A man’s holies shall be his’. If you withhold the gifts of
the Kohen, by your life, that you will need to come to him to bring
him the sotah.’ That is, if the person does not go to the Kohen to be in
his shadow and learn from his actions, the end will be that he will go
to him for something not good.

This too is midah keneged midah -measure for measure, he held back
and did not bring his gifts to the Kohen, so he is punished measure for
measure, and he goes to him because he has to go to him. A Tzaddik
used to say and teach, “If there is hester panim [Hashem is hidden] in
our times, but this topic of midah keneged midah, we can all clearly
see the hand of Hashem. The purpose of punishment is for the person
to improve and correct his deeds. Therefore, he is punished in the
same area where he sinned so he will understand why this distress
came to him and he will do Teshuva.

One mitzvah leads to another — niI¥xn NM1IA nIXN
We also learn the converse. When a person does a mitzvah, this
causes him to do another mitzvah as hinted in the posuk (7:10)
197 DN DX INK NYNN DI DA™ NDIN DX D'RWIN e’
'mamin — ‘And the princes brought offerings for the inauguration of
the Mizbeach on the day it was anointed, and the princes brought
their offering before the Mizbeach.” Rashi explains, ‘After they
contributed the wagons and the cattle to carry the Mishkan, their
hearts moved them to contribute offerings of the Mizbeach to
inaugurate it.” That is, the Torah teaches us that one mitzvah leads to
another — by doing one mitzvah he merits to do another mitzvah. This
is what we learn in Avos (4:2) ‘the reward of a mitzvah is a mitzvah’,
that is, the reward for one mitzvah is the mitzvah that comes after it.
This is the general principle: When one does a mitzvah, he is drawn to
do a second, and this continues, every mitzvah that he does brings
him to another one. It once happened that a man who did not keep
Torah and mitzvos and was not at all versed in Yiddishkeit once went
to a famous Tzaddik to receive a bracha. During the conversation, the
Rav told him to prepare neigel vasser and wash his hands
immediately upon arising in the morning. The man took this upon
himself and then began to keep other Torah principles and mitzvos
until he was fully observant. This is the power of the segulah of one
mitzvah leads to another.
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Lessons from Parshas Acharei Mos ANSY ANISI NIXTY
NU'N N%3'N 12 NP

Parshas Acharei Mos is one of the greatest Parshiyios -

of the year as it’s about Yom Kippur. The kriah of the —

week is meant to arouse us, and that atones for all our
aveiros. We must have emunah that it is so.

The Zohar tells us that the person who sends away
the se’ar l'azzazel becomes impure and must immerse
himself. So too, the one who burns the par chatas
becomes impure. Even so, although they knew they
will become tameh, they do their avodah and continue
to help Yidden. This is who we are. You do your duty.
Even if it means you will become impure and you help
Yidden.

It says, “Va'yaas k’asher tziva Hashem es Moshe”, that
Ahron did the avoda as Moshe commanded him. Rashi
says, “To teach us the praise of Aharon, that he didn’t
do it for his oewn glory and honor, but to fufill the wiil
of Hashem.” We have to know, that as Yidden we fulfill
the decrees of the King, we follow Hashem’s will and
not for our own benefit.

The Yahrzeit of R’ Shayale

Today is Reb Shayale of Kerestier’s yahrtzeit who was
known for his great Ahavas Yisrael. We've gathered
on his yarhtzeit, and surely his merit will protect Klal
Yisrael that we will all have a yeshua.

Let me tell you a story of a great miracle that Rav Shayale
performed, and in the merit of Rav Shaya ben Rav
Moshe Shteiner, may all Yidden suffering from corona
have a refuah sheleima. Someone told me that when
his grandfather was four years old, he was stricken
with typhus. The doctors said there was nothing they
could do, and the boy would die. The mother took
the child, ran to Rav Shayala, and burst out crying. He
asked her what the matter was, and she told him. Rav
Shayala comforted her, “Don't cry. | promise you he'll
live to be an old zeide and he'll never need medicine.”
The man lived till the age of 97 and never needed any
medication. May the merit of Rav Shayala protect us so
that everyone should stay healthy.

Stories of Chizuk

| want to tell over a few stories of chizuk so that we

should understand what is happening here and what
the Eibershter wants from us. There was an old woman
in Tel Aviv who although she was surrounded by a
secular environment, she remained true to Torah.
Someone asked her how she managed to hold on so
steadfastly. She began to recount how when she was
a little girl in Poland, she decided one day to go to
shul. After davening, the she waited outside for her
father. Her father was very tall, and Rav Meir Shapiro
who davened in the same shul was also tall. Rav Meir
Shapiro came out, and thinking it was her father, she
ran over and called out, "Tatta, | want to go with you."
Rav Meir Shapiro answered, "We both have a tall father
and the father enjoys hearing when the children say,
‘Tatta, | want to go with you.”” The woman concluded,
"That line stayed engraved in my mind. | can't forget it."

Last week, | told over a powerful story. There was a
97-year-old woman who got corona and survived.
People asked her, “What merit did you have?” She
recounted: “One night, as a young 16-year-old girl in
the concentration camps, lying on a board on the floor,
| remembered that | had forgotten to say Krias Shema
Sheal Hamita. | got up, washed my hands, and said krias
shema. Suddenly | thought of a vort. It says, “V'chara
af Hashem bachem — Hashem is angry with you. But
you van red it: V'chara af- although Hashem is angry.
Hashem bachem -Hashem is with you.” We have to
know clearly that Hashem’s mercy is with us even when
he expresses his anger.

A Yid was once very broken by a tragedy he’d been
through. He went into the Chazon Ish who asked
him, “Why are you so downhearted? ‘Ata bachartanu
-Hashem chose us.” We have to be happy.”

Ani Hashem Rofecha

It’s clear we are all going through a difficult time period.
Let us not be despondent. Let us show Hashem we
are strong. Let us daven and ask Him to help us. Rosh
Chodesh lyar is an especially opportune time. The
first letters of Iyar spell out the words, “Ani Hashem

RAMAPOSE
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rofecha.” The Ribono shel olam says, “1 will heal you.”

Let me tell you another powerful story. Please share
it with your family. There was an 80-year-old Yid who
caught a severe illness and had to be put on a ventilator.
He had no insurance and his 10-day hospital stay costed
him $10,000. When he was finally healed and given the
bill, he began to cry bitterly. “Ribono Shel Olam, for 10
days of breathing, | was charged $10,000. How much do
| have to pay you for giving me 80 years of breathing?”
All of us have to make a cheshbon hanefesh and ask
ourselves, what can we give back to Hashem for all that
he gives us.

Tefila with kavana

| want to read you a Yaaros Devash from Rav Yonoson
Eibischitz, (Chelek Aleph, Derush Daled). You can read
it yourself inside. He writes that if a person davens at
the beginning of the day with kavana that he should
merit to do mitzvos and learn Torah, he will see success
the entire day, and certainly in his learning, for Chazal
say, “Mitzva gorreres mitzva,” so too the opposite. Rav
Eibischitz writes about himself: “When | don’t daven
with kavana, my learning doesn’t go well, but if | cry
out to Hashem, He has mercy on me and grants me
understanding. Therefore, one shouldn’t say that he is
better than others because of his own intellect, for this
is untrue, it's all a gift from Hashem. There is nothing
that brings a person to a true understanding of the
Torah like a tear-filled tefila that He should have mercy,
for He is close to all those who truly call out to Him”.

A Yid once asked Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, “On
what day, are you most joyful?” He answered, “When
| daven the entire shemone esrei, having in mind the
meaning of the words.”

Strengthening Our Emuna

We have to strengthen ourselves. We're going through
difficult times. We must be mispallel and remain
steadfast in our emunah.

Recently one of the richest non-Jews in the world
died of corona. His daughter wrote, “My father was
exceedingly wealthy. He was able to buy anything he
wanted, except air to breathe. That he couldn’t buy”.
We have to know we are in Hashem's hand.

Yearning to daven in shul

We should know, that although we aren't davening in
shul, we have to yearn for it. We have to know that it’s
a treasure that we’ve lost, and when we can once again
go to shul we should run there as if we’ve regained
something very precious. The Tzlach says that people

make a mistake and think that when it says: “One should
should try to daven in a bais haknesses,” that it means
a with a minyan. But it’s not true. Even if you have a
minyan in your house, you have to go to shul, because
when a person dies, his neshama wat to ascend to
heaven, but it can only go up through the shul, ad if
most of his life he didn’t go and davened at home, then
his neshama can’t go up to Shamayim.

This doesn’t apply to the times we are living in now,
when we are b'ones. But when we can once again go to
shul, we should run. And we must do teshuva for being
pogeah b'kedushas beis haknesses, for surely that is the
reason this must have happened.

It says in Parshas Tazria that when a person goes into a
bayis tameh for a secod, then only he himself become
impure. However, if he goes in for about 4 minutes,
kedai achilas peras, then his clothing also become
impure. “Mida tova merubah chamesh meis pa'imim,”
so when a person enters a shul, he becomes infused
with kedusha and tahara.

The importance of chesed

We have to know that during these difficult times
when we need Hashem’s chesed, we have to increase
our own chesed. It says, “Chesed Hashem kol hayom.”
Today is Rav Shayale's yahrtzeit whose essence was
chesed. Once a Yid came to Rav Shayale on Purim and
he asked him to stay till after Pesach. People asked
the Rebbe why he had extended such a long invitation.
He answered, “I saw the Yid. | don't know what he'll
eat Pesach. But if he'll be by me, | know he won't eat
chametz” Rabbi Shayale devoted his life to helping
Yidden.

We have to invest extra effort in chesed because we
have to bring down chasadim to this world. Chesed is
not just giving a person a few thousand dollars. A Yid
who is mezake Yidden with a shmuess - Mezake harabim
is the greatest chesed.

Investing in the home

We need so much siyata d'shmaya during these
times. Many Yidden are broken. They have no money,
they aren't working, it isn’t easy. But at this moment,
Hashem wants us to invest more in in our home. Every
father has to put aside all his affairs and be a mashpia
for his wife and children. Tell stories, speak kindly,
give chizuk. If we are locked in our homes, this is what
Hashem wants.

Rav Zundel Kroizer, the Ohr Hachama, once fellill. | went
to visit him and | asked him, “How are you feeling?” He
answered, “l am in house arrest.” We too are in house
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arrest. But we have to know that in the end, everything
Hashem does is for the best. We have to accept it and
remain loyal to Hashem. We have to try to do whatever
we can do. We have to tell our wives and children that
in the world war that we find ourselves today, every
small avodah for Hashem is precious to Him. We have to
stay strong and not allow ourselves to become broken
because if we do, we’ve lost everything.

Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai couldn’t leave the cave he
was hiding in. He didn't have a mikva, nor a minyan, not
even wine for kiddush. He had nothing. But he wasn’t
broken. For 13 years, he had nothing but a small stream
and a carob tree to sustain him. Yet, “Sham kanisa
hoid’cha v’hadarecha,” that is where he acquired his
glory and beauty, with learning, davening, and chesed.

Everything Hashem does is for the best

We can't go out. We can't daven with a minyan. We can't
go to yeshiva or attend a shiur. We can't do chesed. But
with “can’t”, we can attain the level of “sham kanisa.”
It’s very easy to succumb to despondency, but we have
to know the Eibershter doesn’t want that. He wants
us to be strong. He is our loving Father and although
there's hester panim, it’s all for the good. If we don’t
understand, we have to learn to look at things with a
new perspective.

There was a story about a Yid in Poland who went to
ask the Imrei Emes about a business investment. The
Rebbe told him to go ahead with it. The Yid listened to
his advice and then lost everything. Still he continued
to come to the Rebbe’s tisch as if nothing happed. The
Beis Yisrael said of him that he was a true chassid. In
the end, he couldn’t stay in Europe because he owed
many people money due to the investment that failed.
Shortly before the war, he left for Israel. He was the sole
survivor of his entire family. He got married and built a
family and merited to have children and grandchildren.
Something that might have seemed the greatest
tragedy turned out to save his life.

Maximizing our situation

“Ish es reieyhu yazoru.” Every person is obligated to
do chesed. We can’t visit friends, but we can pick up
the phone and encourage others. We can learn sefarim
and be mechazek our emunah. The Eibershter is with
us. We have to seek out the things that we can do and
do them. Every mitzva is precious to Hashem. A kapital
Tehilim, a Shachris, a Mincha, a Maariv. Rav Zundel
Kroizer held that women are obligated in tefilah just like
men. Especially now that they are home, they aren’t
working, they can daven more, as many tefilos as they
can getin. Also, as we have said so many times, reciting

brachos with kavana is a great zechus.
Ahavas Yisroel and Shmiras Halashon

We must also strengthen ourselves in Ahavas Yisrael.
We have one Father. We must love one another. At Reb
Shayale’s seder one Pesach night, a guest accidently
pushed the table and all the items fell off. Reb Shayale
saw that the guest was very ashamed. So Reb Shayale
intentionally kicked his table so that everything fell
off and then announced, “These tables are broken,
bring new tables.” The Jew looked visibly relieved.
Reb Shayale was ready to disturb his entire seder not
to embarrass another Jew. A person must think with
ingenuity how to help another Jew.

If we love each other below then we will be beloved
above. If we speak loshon hara below then they will
speak evil about us Above. Perhaps this is pshat of what
we say in Shemone Esrei: “Netzor leshoni m'raah.” If
I will guard my tongue, | will be guarded from evil. If
we are careful with loshon hara, then there will not be:
“Boded yeishev m'chutz I'machane” — that we must sit
alone. Perhaps loshon hara is the cause of corona, that
we have to sit in solitude. Let us rectify this by making
a kabala not to speak negatively about other Jews.
Every father should study with his children Shemiras
Haloshon and Chofetz Chaim. Bidud equals 26, the same
numerical value as the Shem Havaya. We have to know
clearly that Hashem is with us. We are going through a
difficult period, but it will end, Hashem will help us. We
must do what we can. We must thank Hashem for every
detail, that we are alive, that we can breathe without
machines, that we can get up in the morning, and that
we can see and talk and do His will.

Tefila

When a person wakes up on the morning he has to
think, Hashem gave me strength and health, what
can | do for the Eibershter today. If a person davens
b'yichidus, then up above they are more stringent with
him. Therefore, we must be careful to recite the whole
davening. We should say korbonos and ketoros which
is an atonement. We should daven early, not the last
minute before shekia. We should bentch and say krias
shema in a siddur. During these times a person has
to be more careful than usual. A father has an extra
responsibility. If a child sees his father davening shvach,
he’ll do the same.

We have to cry to Hashem. Someone once said, all
segulos are good but we have to cry in addition to all
the segulos. The Satmar Rav used to say that tears are
a drink that Hashem loves. “Sharei dimaos lo ninalelu.”
We have to cry to Hashem, for now is the time when
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the gates are open.

Sefiras Ha’omer

Sefiras haomer is about tikun hamiddos. We have
to be careful not to hurt people. Especially now that
everyone is home, fathers, mothers, and children. We
have to accept upon ourselves not to yell and insult
others. Although it may be difficult at times, we have to
judge everyone favorably. Chazal say, “Hevei dan es kol
hadam I’kaf zechus.” Kol hadam means every person.
There’s no person on this world who we can't judge
favorably. If we do this, then midda keneged midda,
Hashem will judge us favorably.

The value of doing every mitzva properly

There was once a wealthy Jew who he came to Israel. He
went to daven in and on the way a shekel fell out of his
pocket. He bent down and picked it up. Someone asked
him why he had bothered to do so. He answered, “With
this shekel one can do business.” With a little coin one
can go far. A person has to know that the details matter.
A mitzva should be done completely.

| have a neighbor who never says asher yatzar without
a siddur. Do you think it’s a simple thing that all our
bodily systems work like clockwork? A person must
know that he must thank Hashem. There was a Karliner
chassid, Reb David Zaltzman, who had to undergo
prostate surgery. Reb Zalman Brizel came to visit him
and asked him how he was doing. He said, “I made a
cheshbon that in 70 years | didn't say asher yatzer.”

Being careful in halacha

The Gemara says, “Ein yissurim b'lo cheit.” Suffering
comes because of sins. The Gemara continues, “Im roeh
adam she’yissurim ba’im alov yifashfesh b'maasov.”
Every individual has to examine his deeds. He has to take
a Kitzur Shulchan Aruch and learn it. He is responsible
that his wife and children know the halachos. If not, one
is liable to transgress billions of aveiros. In his last years,
my father kept a Kitzur on every table in his house. We
must invest effort in the home to learn halachos. There
are aveiros we transgressed. Otherwise, we wouldn’t
be going through this situation. Every person has to
learn Kitzur - how to say Oseh Shalom, how to stand
Shemone Esrei, how to walk by a mispallel, how to wash
one’s hands, how to get dressed and undressed. All the
halachos of the Kitzur are applicable for men, women,
and children, except for Hilchos Tefilin. Women should
also study Hilchos Mezuza as they must know where
to put the mezuza. Halacha is dinim. If we learn dinim
then we will be mamtik (soften) all the dinim (harsh
judgment) in the world and bring down rachamim.

Halacha makes a person straight. Chazal say, “Kol
hashone halachos b'chol yom muvtach lo shehu ben
olam haba” — Everyone who learns halachos every
day, is promised that he is a ben olam haba. My father,
the Maadanei Shulchan used to point out, “What does
muvtach lo mean? If it's coming to him, then it’s coming
to him. He explained, if a Yid learns halachos every day,
even though he doesn’t deserve olam haba, he'll still
get it. My father added that every day means even Yom
Kippur and Tisha b'av. If he skips one day, he forfeits his
reward. We must make a commitment to learn halacha
with our children. It’s every father’s obligation. We
think we know it all, but we really don’t. The Chazon
Ish was once at a shalosh seudos and he pointed out
that except for one person, everyone at the seudah
made brachos I'vatala. They ate without washing their
hands k’halacha. Today there is a plethora of sefarim on
halacha, peirushim, books in English. There is no excuse
not to learn.

Everyone must take the Kitzur and go through every
paragraph and see where they sinned and what they
have to fix. People come to me asking for segulos for
ayin hara. The first thing | want to know is if they can
summarize the whole Kitzur. Then I'll tell them if it's
ayin hara or ayin tova. We like to run away from reality.
In the Torah it says, if we keep the mitzvos it will be
good, and if not, not. We can wear the whole levush
and still transgress the Torah if we don’t know halacha.
If we don’t know the ins and outs of melaches borer
we put ourselves into a shayla of issur sekila. Learning
halacha should be our main tikun.

%k %k

Let us be mechazek ourselves. The Eibershter loves
us and watches over us. He was meyached His name
upon us. He is called Elokei Yisrael. We must take upon
ourselves to do teshuva, to set a time to learn Kitzur
every day so that we can earn olam haba. In this
merit, may all those ill with corona be healed and may
all the gezeiras be nullified. Hashem can take away
the pandemic in a moment, as has happened with
epidemics in the past. May the merit of Rabbi Shimon
Bar Yochai and Rav Shayale Keristerir protect us so that
all Yidden should be healthy and have parnasa. The
world of Torah stands on the generosity of benevolent
Jews. Yidden have always given tzedaka with mesirus
nefesh. If the Berdichever would be alive, he would
dance with joy seeing all the chesed pouring forth today.

Don’t succumb to despondency. Stay strong. Yidden
have gone through terrible times and emerged with
steadfast faith. The Eibershter is with us. With His help
we will endure. The Tatte wants us to go with Him, let us
follow Him. May He bring the geulah sheleima b’karov.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Chag HaShavuos 5780
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

At Matan Torah the Torah Was Betrothed to Yisrael:
Through Diligent Torah Study the Marriage Is Consummated and the
Torah Becomes a Loyal Wife Revealing Her Secrets to Her Husband

In honor of the auspiciously approaching Chag HaShavuos—
Zman Matan Toraseinu—it is fitting that we examine the
daily practice of reciting two Berachos prior to studying Torah,
as per the institution of Chazal. The first berachah is: 112"
7710 97272 POy 1IN PANNRD YT WK DY Tvn 10pYR 1 tnR—
Blessed are You, Hashem, our G-d, King of the universe,
Who sanctified us with His mitzvos and commanded us to
engage in the study of Torah. We accompany this berachah
with a special tefilah lauding the pleasing nature of Torah-
study: Joxaw? n 3 TRy N1°A37 1A NN 23T AR 2PYR TR 3YT
1 191D IRTWY N3 Y ONURET TONERY INERET TINENNT 2K 100
UORAWY 1YY 110 YRt i ans 919a ey gnen s e Please,
Hashem, our G-d, sweeten the words of Your Torah in our
mouths and in the mouths of Your people Yisrael. So that
we, our descendants and the descendants of Your people,
the house of Yisrael, all know Your name and study Your
Torah for its own sake. Blessed are You, Hashem, Who
teaches Torah to His people, Yisrael.

The “michaber” and the Rama (0.C. 47, 6) write that the
words "1 37ym11” must be recited with the addition of the initial
letter “vav,” rather than "x1 3aym”. Their sources are Rashi
(Berachos 11b) and Tosafos (ibid. 46a), who assert that a=ym”
"®11is not a separate berachah; rather, it is a continuation of the
first berachah. Thus, we have a single, long berachah that opens
with “baruch” and concludes with “baruch.”

The second berachah recited in association with Torah-
study is: 12% 121 RaaYn Hon 113 A2 WK aYwn TR wpYR 1 RN 1na”
"SI0 101 70 0K 7192 1010 nx—Blessed are You, Hashem, our
G-d, King of the universe, Who chose us from all the nations

) — ) e o~

rdliz

and gave us His Torah. Blessed are You, Hashem, Giver of
the Torah. Regarding this berachah, the Gemara teaches (ibid.
11b): "n1om22w Y1pn Kt 11 K1t 317 1x’—Rav Hamnuna said:
This is the choicest of the Berachos. Rashi comments: This
is the best of the Berachos of the Torah, since it includes
an expression of gratitude to the Omnipresent and praise
of the Torah and of Yisrael. We will endeavor to explain why
Chazal instituted the recitation of two Berachos in association
with the mitzvah of Torah-study rather than just one berachah,
as is the usual practice.

Additionally, we will explore why Chazal deemed it necessary
to include in the formula of this choice berachah the statement:
Who chose us from all the nations and gave us His Torah.
After all, the commentaries are puzzled by this statement
seeing as the Torah explicitly states (Devarim 33, 2): 83 »»on'n”
" T WK 1272 WP 112391 ART 1ING TR Phatt mb ywn man—
Hashem came from Sinai and He shone forth to them from
Seir; He appeared from Har Paran, and He came with some
of the myriads of the holy; from His right hand, He presented
a fire of law to them. Rashi explains: He presented it to the
children of Eisav (who dwelled in Seir), so that they would
have the opportunity to accept the Torah; but they did not
want it. He also went to Har Paran and presented it there
to the children of Yishmael, so that they would have the
opportunity to accept it; but they did not want it. The source
for Rashi’s comment is the Midrash (Eichah Rabbasi 3, 1). The
Midrash concludes by saying that Hashem ultimately went back
to Yisrael, and they accepted it, as it is written (Shemos 24,
7): They said, “Everything that Hashem has said, ‘na’aseh
v'nishma’ (we will do and we will hear)!”
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Thus, we see quite clearly that initially HKB”H intended to
give the Torah to the descendants of Eisav and the descendants
of Yishmael. Only after they declined His offer did HKB”H give
the Torah to Yisrael. That being the case, how can we boldly
claim in the berachah: Who chose us from all the nations and
gave us His Torah?

The Torah Is Not Merely Our Heritage
but It Is Our Betrothed

We will begin to shed some light on the subject with a
precious introduction that is the foundation of Matan Torah.
The Gemara (Pesachim 49b) expounds on the following passuk
(Devarim 33, 4): nw=atm »pn YR ,apyr nbnp mwam e w e ant
"moRn X9R—“The Torah which Moshe commanded us is
the heritage of the congregation of Yaakov.” Now, do not
read the word in this passuk as “morashah”—meaning
an inheritance—but rather as “meorasah”—meaning a
betrothed. In Chiddushei Aggados, the Maharsha explains why
the Gemara chose not to interpret the word "mw=1m” in its plain
sense as an “inheritance.”
(Avos 2, 12): ™Y mwr» neRw a0 1nbh ey jpnnr—prepare
yourself to study Torah, since it does not come to you as an

He cites the following Mishnah

inheritance. The Mishnah states explicitly that the acquisition
of the Torah is not inherited automatically, it requires effort
and must be earned. This is consistent with the teaching in the
Gemara (Megillah 6b): XY 180 X *nRxn K91 Ny 2R 77 91280 OX”
"IARA ANRENAT NP JARN R ket snya—if someone tells you,
“I labored in my Torah-study but did not succeed,” do not
believe him. “I have not labored, yet I have succeeded,” do
not believe him. “I have labored, and I have succeeded,” you
may believe him.

Based on this premise, the Maharsha explains that at the
great revelation of Matan Torah, HKB”H gave Yisrael the Torah
merely as an "no1x"—a betrothed—but not as a full-fledged
wife—a "nxww2”. For, only afterwards, through diligent, laborious
study is the marriage consummated, and the Torah becomes
one’s wife. This is the message conveyed by the elucidation:
Do not read the word in this passuk as “morashah”—
meaning an inheritance—but rather as “m’orasah”—meaning
a betrothed.

Let us elaborate. During the times of the Mishnah and the
Talmud, the marriage process consisted of two stages. During
the first stage, the “Chasan” betrothed the “kallah” in the

Shvilei Pinches

accepted manner but did not take her under the chuppah, which
is the final, unique stage of acquisition known as “nisuin.” During
the betrothal stage, the “kallah” becomes an “arusah”; from the
Torah’s perspective, she is considered his wife for all practical
purposes; however, she is still prohibited to her husband until he
performs the formal acquisition under the chuppah.

Therefore, she remainsin her father’shouse during the entire
betrothal stage—the “eirusin.” After the formal acquisition
under the “chuppah”—the stage of “nisuin”—the “Chasan”
secludes himself with the “kallah” and takes her to his home.
She isnow no longer an “arusah” but a “nesuah”; she is his wife.
Here is how the Rambam describes the process (Hilchos Ishus
10, 1): According to Rabbinic law, an “arusah” is forbidden
to engage in sexual relations*with her husband as long as
she is living in her father’s home ... until he brings her into
his home, enters into seclusion with her, and thus singles
her out (as his wife). This act of seclusion is referred to as
entry into the chuppah, and it is universally referred to
as “nisuin.”

This clarifies very nicely the Maharsha’s explanation above.
At Matan Torah, HKB”H bequeathed the Torah to every Jew, in
every generation until the end of time, as a betrothed “arusah.”
The goal, however, is not to leave her in that state. Instead, it is
incumbent upon each and every Jew to complete the process of
“nisuin” by making the Torah his bride. This end isaccomplished
by secluding oneself with the Torah and completely dedicating
oneself to her through laborious study; he must bring the Torah
into his home, into the depths of his heart and delight in her.

The Gra’s Explanation

Concerning this matter, itbehooves us to introduce the sacred
words of the Gra of Vilna, zy”a, in his commentary on the Tikunei
HaZohar (Tikun 21). He concurs with the Maharsha, explaining
that the status of the Torah given to Yisrael at Har Sinai was that
of an “arusah”—in keeping with the Gemara’s elucidation: Do
not read the word in this passuk as “morashah” but rather
as “meorasah.” The Torah does not achieve the status of a

“nesuah” until one studies her with devotion.

He substantiates this viewpoint based on a teaching in
the Gemara (A.Z. 19a): napnt v mw Sy nNAp1 19 MN3 837 0KR"
o1 BRT mAmY INTINST AR ' RTINS RN mY Y nRapa 31oa
Rava said: Initially, the Torah is referred to as belonging
to HKB”H. Ultimately, she is referred to as belonging to
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that person, as it states (Tehillim 1, 2): “But his desire is in
the Torah of Hashem, and in his Torah, he meditates day
and night.” The explanation of the Gra is as follows: Initially,
when a Jew’s relationship to the Torah is that of an “arusah,”
she is still considered “Hashem’s Torah”; it is as if she is still
in her father’s house. Yet, after a Jew merits bringing her into
his house through laborious, diligent study, she becomes a
“nesuah”—his wife. Then, she is called his, as indicated by the
passuk: “In his Torah he meditates day and night.”

We can find an allusion to this phenomenon in parshas Ki
Seitzei (Devarim 21, 11): 3 npwm a8 N2° nWR Ews DRy
"qnea 0 YR nnRam Ry 19 nnpyi—and you will see among its
captives a woman who is beautiful of form, you will desire
her and you will take her to yourself for a wife. You shall
bring her into your house. The Ma’or V’'Shemesh writes that
the “woman who is beautiful of form” is an allusion to the
holy Torah. This is consistent with the passuk (Mishlei 31, 10):
"xgn ' Yn nwk’—who can find a woman of valor? Rashi
explains that the “woman of valor” referred to is none other
than the Torah.

Thus, we can interpret the passuk as follows: “And you will
see among its captives a woman who is beautiful of form”—
as long as a person has not wed the Torah and made her his
wife, it is as if she is a captive—akin to an “arusah” waiting a
prolonged period of time for her “Chasan” to make her his
wife and bring her into his home. Therefore, HKB”H requests:
“You will desire her and you will take her to yourself for a
wife”—do not allow her to remain an “arusah”; take her as a
wife; “bring her into your house”—to study her and occupy
your thoughts day and night.

Further support for the explanations of the Maharsha and
the Gra can be found in the words of Chazal in the Midrash
related to the passuk (Shemos 25, 8): »niowir wapn v wyr
"ma1na—they shall make Me a Sanctuary, so that I may dwell
among them:

It is analogous to a king who had only one daughter. One
of the other kings came and married her. He wanted to go to
his land and to take his wife with him. The king said to him,
“My daughter that I gave you, is my only child. I cannot bear
being apart from her. 1also cannot tell you not to take her; for
she is your wife. So, please do me this one favor. Wherever
you go, provide a small dwelling, so thatI can dwell near you;

Shvilei Pincles

I cannot be apart my daughter.” This is what HKB”H said to
Yisrael: “I gave you the Torah. I cannot part from her; I also
cannot tell you not to take her. Instead, wherever you go,
make Me a single house in which I will dwell”—as it states,
“And they shall make Me a sanctuary.”

According to the Maharsha and the Gra, we can comprehend
the point of the Midrash. HKB”H is the father, who has only one
daughter—the holy Torah. At Matan Torah, He gave Yisrael his
daughter to betroth as an “arusah.” Initially, she remained in her
father’s house, in the sense of: “But his desire is in the Torah
of Hashem.” Nevertheless, the ultimate goal was for Yisrael to
complete the transaction—the “nisuin” with the Torah. She was
meant to be a “nesuah”; they were obliged to take her into their
homes and study her diligently and laboriously, in the sense of:
“And in his Torah, he meditates day and night.

Therefore, when a Jew wishes to bring the Torah into his
home as a “nesuah,” HKB”H says to Yisrael: I gave you the
Torah at Har Sinai as an “arusah.” On the one hand, I cannot
part from her; on the other hand, I cannot tell you not to take
her. I gave you the Torah with the status of “eirusin,” so that
she would become your wife, with the status of “nisuin.” So,
wherever you go, make Me a single house in which I will
dwell—as it states, “And they shall make Me a sanctuary.”

The Marriage of the Torah Is Through
the 48 Forms of Acquisition

At this point, it is worth inquiring: We have learned in the
Mishnah (Kiddushin 2a): ausa nwup: ..@'s97 whwa nuapr nwse”
"rN’221 1Uwa—a woman is acquired in three ways . . . she is
acquired with money, with a document and with sexual
relations. At Matan Torah, when Yisrael betrothed the
Torah as an “arusah,” which type of acquisition was performed?
Apropos this question, we find a wonderful chiddush in the
Reishis Chochmah (Sha’ar HaKedushah 4). He relies on the
following Mishnah (Avos 6, 6): ,n1s%1ait 121 217157 1 AN A A
NI MNP DwYa e L ibyn owhwa neapa nisbanw
@2t mmwt ooyaaRa Torah is greater than the priesthood
and the kingship. For the Kkingship is acquired along with
thirty advantages, and the priesthood is acquired with
twenty-four (gifts), but the Torah is acquired by means of
forty-eight qualities.

Based on this Mishnah, the Reishis Chochmah explains
that just like a man acquires a woman in one of three ways;
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so, too, Yisrael acquire the Torah in holy matrimony through
the forty-eight methods listed in the Mishnah. Here are his
illuminating words: The Torah is referred to as the daughter
of the King. The law requires that a wife be acquired in
one of three ways; this acquisition constitutes “kiddushin”
(holy matrimony). The same applies to the Torah, which is
referred to as the daughter of the King. Her “kiddushin”
that he gives her, for her to achieve the status of a “nesuah,”
so that she will reveal her secrets to him, is by means of the
forty-eight methods mentioned.

It is fitting to add what the Beiur HaGra on Mishlei writes
regarding the passuk (31, 10): "xxnv ' %n nwx’—who can find
a woman of valor? As mentioned above, Rashi explains that
the “woman of valor” referred to is none other than the Torah.
The Gra explains: The woman referred to is the Torah; she
is called an ">t nwx” (a “woman of valor”), because she is
acquired by means of the 48 methods listed in Maseches
Avos. He is pointing out that the gematria of the word %" n is 48.
So, based on the explanation of the Reishis Chochmah, the Gra
is teaching us that the Torah is called an "% nwx”, because she
was acquired by Yisrael in holy matrimony via the 48 methods
by which the Torah is acquired.

Now, let us luxuriate in the wonders of the Torah. With the
insight of the Reishis Chochmah, we can better appreciate the
remarks of the Maharsha and the Beiur HaGra, who assert that
at Matan Torah, the Torah was betrothed to Yisrael with the
status of an “arusah.” The Sifsei Tzaddik (Shavuos 10) explains
in the name of his esteemed elder, the author of the Chiddushei
HaRim, zy”a, that HKB”H gave us the forty-nine days of Sefiras
HaOmer in preparation for receiving the Torah. On each day,
we are supposed to correct one of the qualities from the forty-
eight qualities by which the Torah is acquired. The last day,
the forty-ninth day, is for reviewing all of those qualities and
reinforcing them.

Now, based on the contention of the Reishis Chochmah
that Yisrael sanctified the Torah by means of the forty-eight
methods by which the Torah is acquired, it turns out that the
“kiddushin” were completed on the forty-ninth day of the
Sefirah. In that merit, HKB”H gave them the Torah on Chag
HaShavuos as an “arusah.” Since then, it has been our sacred
duty to complete the process of “nisuin” by means of diligent,
laborious Torah-study.

Shvilei Pinclhes

A Wonderful Story Involving Maseches
Chagigah Disguised as a Woman

We will now introduce the amazing words of the Menorat
HaMaor, authored by Rabbi Yitzchak Abuhav (213). He presents
a wonderful story in the name of the Midrash Tanchuma
(unavailable to us) involving the Torah, which is like a wife to
those who study her:

There was an incident involving a particular chassid,
who would seclude himself in one place and would learn
Maseches Chagigah there. He would dissect it and review
it several times until he had learned it well and he knew it
well. He was not familiar with any other Maseches of the
Talmud. He was absorbed in it his entire life. When he
passed from the world, he was alone in his house and no
one knew of his demise.

The image of a woman came and stood before him. She
raised her voice in tears and eulogy, and her sobbing and
wailing increased until a large crowd gathered. She said to
them, “Eulogize this chassid, bury him and honor his casket,
and you will merit life in Olam HaBa. For, he honored me
throughout his life; I was never forsaken nor forgotten.”
Immediately, all of the women gathered and sat with her;
they made him a grand, extensive eulogy. The men occupied
themselves with his shrouds and all the necessities of his
burial; they buried him with great honor. Meanwhile, that
woman cried and wailed. They said to her, “What is your
name?” She told them, “Chagigah is my name.”

Once that chassid was buried, that woman vanished from
sight. Immediately, they realized that she was Maseches
Chagigah, who appeared to them in the form of a woman.
She came when he passed away to eulogize him, to cry for
him and to bury him with honor; because he studied her
constantly and diligently. We can learn a “kal va’chomer”
from this incident. If this is what transpired on behalf of
this chassid who learned only one Maseches, what awaits
one who learns much Torah, teaches it to others and has
many disciples is all the more so.

The Test to Know if One Has Succeeded
in Making the Torah His Wife

In honor of Chag HaShavuos, “Zman matan toraseinu,” I had
a wonderful idea. I would like to explain how one knows if he

Do U N e s\ e e SN (e s e s =
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has successfully ascended through his rigorous study of Torah
to make the Torah his wife. Let us refer to the Mishnah (Avos
6, 1): 1oant..n391 oama1y a1 nRwY n7INs PO Yo 90K R 22
JPTI8 1IRW 10T 13an)n (s wyat,nain s Rabbi Meir says:
Whoever engages in Torah study I'shma (for its own sake)
merits many things. .. the secrets of the Torah are revealed
to him; he becomes like a steadily strengthening fountain
and like an unceasing river.

The Degel Machaneh Ephraim (Yisro) explains the meaning
of the Mishnah.
reveals its secrets to him.

If one studies Torah I’shma, the Torah itself
It is like a wife who reveals all of
her secrets and intimate thoughts to her husband. Thus, we
have a legitimate test to determine whether or not a person has
merited making the Torah his wife. If he engrosses himself in
Torah-study like Moshe, then the Torah itself reveals its secrets
to him: In the sense that a woman only reveals her inner
thoughts to her husband. Regarding this situation, Rabbi
Meir says: “Whoever engages in Torah study I’'shma (for its
own sake) merits many things . . . the secrets of the Torah
are revealed to him.”

It gives me great pleasure and delight to combine the
incredible idea of the Degel Machaneh Ephraim with the sacred
remarks of the Derech Pikudecha (Mitzvah 1, 25-27). He
explains how it is possible to fulfill the mitzvah of “pru u’rvu” at
all times, even if a person cannot actually fulfill the mitzvah. He
does so by toiling to generate novel interpretations and insights
related to the Torah. Itis as if he fathered and brought spiritual
children (offspring) into the world.

This complements the words of the Degel Machaneh Ephraim
very nicely. He taught us that by laboring in the study of Torah,
one merits connecting with the Torah in a manner analogous
to the bond and contract of “nisuin.” As such, she becomes
his loyal wife and reveals her intimate, innermost secrets to
him. As a result of this incredible relationship, Torah-related
chiddushim are generated. Thus, this person has fulfilled the

mitzvah of “pru u’rvu” by producing spiritual offspring.

Two Berachos Related to Torah Study:
One for the Eirusin and One for the Nisuin

Following this sublime path, we will now explain why Chazal
instituted two distinct Berachos in association with Torah-
study. The berachah: "m0 nx 1Y 21 Domyn Yon 13 a2 WK,

s e — — — s
MG ST A s
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Shvilei Pincles

the choicest of the Berachos, expresses our gratitude to the
Omnipresent for giving us the gift of the Torah on Har Sinai, as a
betrothed, with the status of an “arusah.” As Rashi explains, this
is the best of the Berachos, since it includes an expression of
gratitude to the Omnipresent and praise of the Torah and
of Yisrael. In other words, we are thanking the Almighty for
giving us the Torah as a gift, as a form of “eirusin,” even before
we have toiled in the study of Torah.

Thus, we have reconciled that which the commentaries
find puzzling with regards to this berachah. After all, HKB"H
visited the descendants of Eisav and Yishmael and offered
them the Torah; however, it is clear that he intended merely to
give them the precepts of the Torah, so that they could abide
by all of its mitzvos. He was simply offering it to them like the
seven Noahide mitzvos, which the goyim are obliged to abide
by. He was allowing them to study the laws of the Torah, so
that they would know how to observe them but not to derive
pleasure from them or to engross themselves in them like with
an “arusah” and a “nesuah.”

Accordingly, we can comprehend the pronouncement in the
Gemara (Sanhedrin 59a): "mmm 2on m7ns poww 22as1d T —
an idolater who engages in Torah-study is liable to death.
According to one opinion in the Gemara, the reason is because
it says: “The Torah which Moshe commanded us is the
‘morashah’ of the congregation of Yaakov.” As we learned
above, they expound: “Do not read the word in this passuk
a ‘morashah’ but as ‘meorasah’—not as an “inheritance”
but as a “betrothed.” This implies that the Torah is sanctified
and reserved for us exclusively; so, an outsider who studies
her rigorously resembles someone who has relations with a
married woman; hence, he deserves the death penalty.

For this reason, they specifically said: “An idolater who
engages in Torah-study”—this pronouncement applies to a
goy to studies Torah employing the methodology of “pilpul”’—
scholarly debate—to achieve an in-depth comprehension of the
issues. As the Turei Zahav (0.C. 47, 1) explains the established
formula of the berachah specifies: "m71n *1373 p1oY>"—to engage
in the study of Torah—we are obliged to study Torah employing
“pilpul” and diligence, akin to a person engaged in commerce.
Consequently, a non-Jew who “engages” in Torah-study is
liable to death, because he has no right to derive pleasure from
the study of Torah, which is designated exclusively for Yisrael.
On the other hand, he is certainly allowed to learn what is
permissible and what is prohibited.
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In truth, the first berachah: "1273 p1oyYy 1181 PR1ILNAS YT WK
"m0 expresses the fact that we were commanded to engage in
the study of Torah diligently and laboriously. By doing so, we
are able to consummate the marriage and complete the process
of “nisuin.” As a married woman, the Torah will reveal her

innermost secrets to us.

We can now comprehend why our blessed sages instituted
two Berachos related to Torah-study. The first berachah
acknowledges the fact that HKB”H bequeathed the Torah to us
on Har Sinai to be ours exclusively with the status of an “arusah.”
The second berachah acknowledges the fact that HKB”H gave us
the Torah, so that we would complete the process of “nisuin”;
the Torah is meant to be like a wife, who reveals her innermost

secrets to us.

Thus, with regards to receiving the Torah as an “arusah,” we
recite the berachah: "1»n1mgns 1w awx’—indicating that HKB”H
gave us the Torah as an “arusah”; "mmn *272 preyYy wr"—so that
we would be obligated to complete the “nisuin” to the Torah

by engaging in rigorous Torah-study. This explains beautifully
why, as an addendum to this berachah, we beseech Hashem:
7 IRTWY N3 Y N1031 11902 NIN 2127 AR WEYR 1 R anym”. We are
requesting that the Torah herself, that we study rigorously with

our mouths, out loud, will reveal her secrets to us.

As explained, however, to merit this revelation, we must
study Torah I'shma—with pure, sincere intentions, without
ulterior motives—as per the statement of Rabbi Meir: “Whoever
engages in Torah-study I'shma merits many things . .. the
secrets of the Torah are revealed to him.” Therefore, we
beseech Hashem: »y=1v 1915 19R¥RE RZNRT IRENYT MR 07
"mawy nnn a1 me—that we, our descendants and the
descendants of Your people, the house of Yisrael, all know
Your name and study Your Torah I’'shma. By studying the
Torah purely for her sake—l'shma—we will complete the
process of “nisuin,” and the Torah will reveal her innermost,

intimate secrets to us!
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Please go to www.TorahAnytime.com to listen to Rabbi Shmuel
Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

Matan Torah

oshe Rabbeinu returns to K'lal Yisroel with several
M messages from Hashem. One of those messages was
(Mechilta perek 19) to accept suffering B'simcha and that
they will receive reward for it. But if they don’t accept it B'simcha,
they will be punished again, for not accepting it B’'simcha.Why is
this message an integral part of Matan Torah?

The accepting of the Torah is more than accepting a set of laws.
It is certainly more than something for us to enjoy. It is a strict
code of conduct and a willingness to be ‘“positioned”
in any way Hashem deems necessary to improve our
performance.

| speak to many teenagers who choose to join the army.The same
boys who for years were unable to wake up before noon are up
at 6:00 A.M. and excited about the exercises and the relentless

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

demands on them. Why? Because they see a direct correlation
between the work, discipline, being controlled, and the end
product: to become better people and to achieve their lifelong
mission.

That’s how we should see Hashem’s treatment of us. The
Issurim (prohibitions) should be looked at as our time in the
army. If we would recognize the direct correlation between the
work, discipline, being controlled and the end product, and our
becoming better people and achieving our lifelong mission, we
would accept our suffering graciously. It wouldn’t be considered
suffering. VWe would see it as the process needed to achieve our
goals. Therefore, if we complain, it means we don’t perceive the
Torah for what it is, our lifelong mission of serving Hashem.

Why We Should Learn Torah

n this article, | hope to instill in my readers a confidence that
I our Torah teaches more than theory, Halacha, and morals.

People feel that they have a right to personally decide the
value and amount of Halacha, theory, and values is good for them.
What they don'’t realize is that the Torah also teaches people
how to succeed in life, how to make healthy decisions, how to
accurately interpret what people say to
them, and how to realize what is required
to further their personal life missions.VWhen
people decide their personal balance of
theory, Halacha, and morals, they won’t have
the necessary tools to succeed in life and
will blame others for it.

| often speak to people and find myself
surprised at some people’s reactions.
Recently, a parent told me how he is
spending dozens of hours helping his adult
child in a project. The son, inexperienced,
limits his responsibility to asking his father for updates. At one
point during the process, the father gave the son a name and a
phone number to call and mistakenly gave his son the person's
wrong first name. The son, with sincerity, asked someone if this
means that his father doesn’t care about him.

This incident is common among those who have poor
relationships with their parents. That is not the situation in this

"When people decide their
Persannl batance af t[veaﬂj,
Halachn, and morals, they

won't have the necessary tools
to succeed in Life and will
blame others far it.”

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

story. Therefore, it's worth trying to understand why a person
would draw such a conclusion, even if only for a second, despite
all the evidence which counters that belief?

The answer is as simple as it is frustrating. Every person is wired
differently. Most people, while different, think within the range
of what is socially acceptable, practical, and
accurate. Even within this group, there is
a wide range of thought and each person
has a differing degree of healthy thought
processing. Then, as we all know, some
people’s wiring causes them to think outside
of the range of healthy.

There are several causes, some nature,
others due to nurture. Because some people
are wired like this and aren’t trying to be
difficult, we shouldn’t be critical of them, and
instead we should patiently work with them
to help them.They have done nothing wrong. Also, we shouldn’t
give up thinking that such people are stuck in a life sentence.
Many of them realize that they are compromising on the quality
of their life, friendships, and successes, and are determined to
change.

Initially, they change by memorizing the proper reactions,
conclusions,and responses. It takes a while but, with perseverance
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and repetition, they begin to internalize their memorized
responses and, slowly, piece by piece, they get closer to the
threshold of mainstream thought. If they persevere, those that
were first unable to effectively interact become stars, above-
average people.

What is sad is when people are unaware that they are thinking
differently than the social norm, and their conclusions are off.
People can only improve if they are aware that there is a need
to improve.

The underlying message is that people should not insist that their
way of thinking is necessarily the logical one. It isn’t. People tend
to think that it is because that’s the only way they know how
to think and their conclusions come so easy to them that they
assume that they are correct. Because everyone (well, many)
people think well of themselves, they assume that how they think
is the accurate way.

This message is an important one and readers can call me if
they find themselves, or their family, faced with this challenge.
Nevertheless, | shared this thought as an analogy for my main
message.

All people have perceptions and believe those perceptions
are accurate and, in many cases, Torah-based. As in the above
description, | speak to people who acknowledge that they hardly
learn Torah, which means their minds aren’t wired to Torah
thought, yet believe that they can think as the Torah does. They
are unaware that they are “off”.

When speaking to most people about thinking as the Torah does,
| speak to them about life skills, such as how they interact with
others, how structured their lives are, and their ability to control
their anger. | don’t often speak about the greatness of Torah
which can be found in the Gemoroh, Sifro, and the Rambam, to
name a few. That's because the B’nei Torah already appreciate
those Seforim but not the Torah's ability to teach them how to
live. Those that don’t appreciate the Torah may, by realizing how
it enhances their lives, more readily open up a Gemoroh. | have
personally witnessed this.

As we approach Shavuos, we should acknowledge to ourselves
that while our circle of friends may consider us to be mainstream
thinkers, we aren’t thinking optimally.To do that, we need to learn
how the Torah thinks. Here’s an example.

What is our outlook on people with children in-crisis? Those
observing other families are often too quick to describe what
their parents did wrong.When it’s their own children, they’re too
quick to blame their child, spouse, or the Chinuch system. The
Tanchuma, in regard to Avrohom being the father of Yishmoel
(end of Parshas Toldos) says,““In this world, Tzadikim give birth to
good and bad (children)”.

While this fact doesn’t change how people should react to the
difficult child, it makes a world of difference.The Torah is teaching
us an authentic and practical perspective. The new perspective
means several things. |) We won’t be angry or look down at
anyone, 2) we won’t become an angry person, 3) we will find it
easier to love our child, 4) the process will be a quicker and more
effective one, and 5) we will be healthier and happier people.

The Midrash makes powerful statements in only a few words
and does so subtly so it is easy to miss their messages. These
messages are spread out and aren’t all collected in one place
(except for some Seforim, such as Mishlei and Pele Yoietz).
Wisdom is generally like that. This Tanchuma, all by itself, has
been a life changer for many people. What if those people had
an additional dozen, hundred, even thousands, of such simple, few
words, of brilliance? How would it enhance the quality of their
lives?

The Torah is full of Chochmah because it is Hashem speaking to
us, advising us, acting as our personal life coach. My telling this to
you may not help.You'll have to experience it yourselves.

Whether you will stay up all night learning on Shavuos or not,
consider committing to the following in advance: ) A significant
amount of time (whatever that means to each individual) to
learn over the two days of Yom Tov. 2) Research in advance what
Sefer you hope to connect with. 3) Make sure most, if not all
of the learning, is genuine learning and not a group of people
sharing stories of Gedolim (while this has value, don’t waste the
opportunity to really learn on Shavuos). 4) If you can’t learn on
your own, find the person in advance who you will learn with. 5)
If possible, try a little of everything. A little Gemoroh, Hashkofo,
and Emuna. Get enough of a flavor of Torah so that, after Shavous,
you can continue.

Wishing everyone a meaningful Yom Tov.

Please join our annual Raffle Campaign by
purchasing a raffle ticket (or tickets!). You can help
ensure that the next generation is a healthier one
than ours. Visit areivim.com for details.

You can listen to Rabbi Shmuel Gluck on

TorahAnytime.com. He has 2 new series, one called
'Coping Under Quarantine’, the other titled, 'Mishlei
- The Most Effective Self-Help Book'.You can also
subscribe to our daily thoughts on the Agadeta
portion of the daily daf by e-mailing us at
daf@areivim.com.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

Shavuos - Part 2
By David Gurwitz

I will start by sharing these beautiful words from Rabbi Frand in Part A, followed by Part
B below, which contains one additional thought to carry into Shavuos - and afterwards:

Part A: A Thought For Going Into Shavuos - Rabbi Frand

Everyone is aware that the High Holiday period between Rosh HaShannah and Yom
Kippur is a period of judgment (Din). However, not everyone is aware that the Ari 2"l
and the Shaloh HaKodesh write that there is judgment on Shavuos as well. The judgment
of Shavuos affects each and every one of us. On Shavuos there is Heavenly Judgment
that determines the degree of success each of us will have in pursuing our Torah studies
during the coming year.

Just as the amount of material sustenance each of us will receive for the next 12 months
is determined on Rosh HaShannah, the Day of Judgment, so too the amount of spiritual
sustenance each of us will receive from our Torah study during the next twelve months
is determined on the Day of the Giving of the Torah.

We know how to prepare for Rosh HaShannah. We know we are to pray, we know we
are to do mitzvos. These things determine the nature of the Judgment we receive during
the season of the Days of Awe. What are we supposed to do on Shavuos in order that
the Almighty will say "if this is how he acts then he deserves to be given a year of success
in his learning endeavors?"

The Sefarim say that a person's judgment in this matter is dependent on his desire
(cheshek) to learn. The more he wants it, the more he shows the Ribono shel Olam
somehow that this is important to him and he wants success in his learning endeavors,
the more he will receive it. It is this "cheshek to learn" that determines the extent to
which the Almighty will allot him success in learning.

This is what we have to demonstrate over the next few days leading up to Shavuos -
our desire to learn! One develops a 'cheshek' if one comes to an appreciation of what
Torah is and of how important Torah is to his life. Somehow, in these next few days, we
must spend time thinking of the role Torah plays in our lives, the importance that it has.
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In this way, we can sincerely express to the Ribono shel Olam our desire to grow in
learning.

The Chazaon Ish says the blessing of "Ata Chonen L'Adam Da'as" [you bestow upon man
understanding] is the blessing where a person should pray for Divine aid in his Torah
learning. In this blessing, in the blessing Ahava Rabbah in the morning, and in the
blessing Ahavas Olam in the evening (a facsimile of Ahava Rabbah) - these are the
places where our focus and sincerity will be able to demonstrate how seriously we are
asking for Divine Assistance in being able to learn and attach ourselves to G-d's Torah”.

Part B: “Sheva Shabboses Temimus Teyenna”.

We say these four words from Vayikra 23:15-16 regarding the 49 day Omer count -
meaning “they are to be for Seven complete weeks”.

It hit me that there might be something deeper being conveyed - especially the word
“Teyenna”.

Chazal tell us that our souls flew out of our bodies from hearing the first two
commandments and came back to life and we heard the rest of the commandments.

In Tehillim, Dovid Hamelech, whose yarzeit is Shavuos, writes that "Toras Hashem
Temima Meshivas Nafesh — The Torah of Hashem is Complete and Restores the Soul”.
Learning Torah - learning - restores the soul.

That was what triggered me to look at the meaning and gematria of the word "Teyenna”.

The word Teyenna means shall exist. It is related to the future tense of the
word Havaya - existence - which is related to Hashem’s name.

The gematria of the word “Teyenna” — future existence - is quite revealing and directly
connected to what Rabbi Frand says about what we can get out of Shavuos if we really
put in resolve to learn more.

The gematria of the word "Teyenna”is 480 - the same as the value of the
word Talmud - learning! Future existence is tied to learning - just as it was at Har Sinai
- which we will re-experience on Shavuous.

We should all be blessed this Shavuous with the ability to reach inside ourselves and
resolve to learn more and BH, with these insights in minds, we should be blessed to have
our souls restored!
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“From the words 7nn n'mnna ¥, we
learn that Hakodosh Boruch Hu turned
the mountain over Klal Yisroel and told
them that if they accept the Torah then it
is good, if not there would be their grave.”
Klal Yisroel had already said that they
would accept the Torah Hakdosha.
However apparently it was not enough,
and Hakodosh Boruch Hu had to force
Klal Yisroel to accept it. Why did
Hakodosh Boruch Hu have to force them?
If there was something that they had not
yet accepted upon themselves, as in
perhaps they accepted the Torah
Shebiksav and not the Torah Shebal Peh,
then why not just ask them if they would
accept the Torah Shebal Peh?

There is a great Yesod to being
Mekayeim the Torah, and that is that
each person must worry about others in
Klal Yisroel to learn and be elevated by
the Torah, and to ensure that they study
it. There is no individual who can have
the entire Torah Hakdosha, and be
complete, rather one needs others — “nT1
YIXn 112 217" — The key words being,
“Yaxn 21j72” — in the midst of the land.
One must be a part of society, and
through that completely attach himself to
the Torah Hakdosha. Each Yid was on
his own level of Kabolas Hatorah, each
individual having a certain
understanding, but the most important of
all was each and every Yid accepted upon
himself to be a Mashgiach over his fellow
Yid and to teach him Torah. In truth,
there are individuals from other nations
of the world who were worthy of receiving
the Torah, however, there was no other
complete nation that was worthy. The
reason for this is that no other nation has
the Midah of Chesed, with which to give
goodness to others, for one to limit his
own needs and instead give to others.
Other nations of the world will all say
that one’s own life comes first, and one
should not minimize his own for others.
It is only Klal Yisroel, who gives away
from themselves to others, who are Zoche
to the Torah Hakdosha. We do not find
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Hakdosha. ("zno1 nun)

We Need Each Other

that Klal Yisroel had this Midah while
they were in Mitzrayim, as they were not

concerned for their fellow Jew. Shemos
2112 “@'N 'R D X1 D 917 — Moshe
looked both ways and saw that there
were no Jews there to help the Yid who
was being beaten. Perhaps Klal Yisroel
had it within them, but it was suppressed
at that time due to being under a great
yoke by the evil regime of the Mitzriyim.
What one does again and again becomes
his nature.

As the Ramban says in Devorim
22:6 — that Hakodosh Boruch Hu
commanded that one must not slaughter
a mother and its child animal on the
same day, as well as the Mitzvah of
Shiluach Hakan, so that one not get into
the habit of performing actions which
cause him to become cruel. Klal Yisroel’s
had been
Rachmanus and Chesed, however, due to

original nature one of
what they experienced in Mitzrayim,
they began to act with cruelty as well,
their of Chesed and

Rachamim was lost from them. Klal

and nature
Yisroel needed to remove the cruelty from
themselves, and once again become a
people of Rachmanus
Chesed with each other.

The Yalkut Shimoni says that
Klal Yisroel were Ba’alei Mumim when

and perform

they left Mitzrayim — they had many
imperfections, they were blind, deaf... -
this that
accustomed to helping each other, and
that caused them to have their defects.
Hakodosh Boruch Hu created us with 248
limbs with which to be Mekayeim the 248
Mitzvas Aseh of the Torah. One who is
not Mekayeim them, causes a defect in

means they were not

his limbs. The Torah is complete, and
those who receive the Torah must be
complete. Hakodosh Boruch Hu saw that
Klal Yisroel did not see and hear the
problems of their fellow Jews. They were
not sympathetic to them as they should
have been, as was their Midah — though
not existent at this point due to the harsh
conditions of Mitzrayim. Hakodosh
Boruch Hu healed Klal Yisroel, so that
they once again had their great Midah of
Chesed and Rachmanus, and then they
were ready to be Mekabel the Torah

Parchab Peh or to receive a free weeklv Dugr Torgh o
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Hatorah.

Shemos 19:1 “ nxx? 'w7wn wTNa
'1'0 12N INQ DTN DIFA,D7¥N YINN 7R 17
— When one is released from prison, he is
very joyous, but at the same time he is
very humble. After a while of being out
of prison, a person forgets where he came
from, and slowly loses his humility.
“Dmyn yarn 78w 11 Ny 'wihvn wtna” —
In the third month from when Klal
Yisroel left Mitzrayim, “ntn nia” — it was
still like “that day” which Klal Yisroel left
that they retained their
humility, and remained grateful to
Hakodosh Boruch Hu for taking them out
of Mitzrayim, and remained humble.
Qpy' n7np)

While Klal Yisroel accepted the
Torah, each person for himself, they did
not accept the Torah on behalf of the
other Yidin. It is a hard concept for one

Mitzrayim,

to accept — to understand that one is not
an individual, but is a small part of a
whole. Klal Yisroel were ready to accept
the Torah that they did not know what it
said, but they were not ready to accept it
on behalf of others. They didn’t realize
that they needed each other, and part
and parcel of the acceptance was that
they accept it as an entire nation, as one.
Had Hakodosh Boruch Hu gone to Klal
Yisroel and asked them if they wanted to
accept the Torah and that they needed
each other, Klal Yisroel may have not
accepted. They may have become slightly
arrogant, and think, why should I care
about another Yid — I am the one who is
ready to serve my Creator, and it is not
my business what others around me do.
Hakodosh Boruch Hu forced them to
accept, so that they would in fact accept,
and they would do so with great humility.
The key to having a great connection to
the Torah Hakdosha, is to give and accept
Torah to others and to remain humble.
We all need to realize that in order to be
an appropriate Shidduch for the Torah,
we need to work on ourselves. We need
to work on our Middos, and be refined. If
we do a proper Teshuva for our sins, and
strive to be people of Kedusha, then we
will be worthy of the Torah Hakdosha.
May we be Zoche to become Kodosh, and
be worthy of receiving the Torah
Hakdosha on this holy day of Kabolas

OO
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Why Do We Include Arpah In Megillas Rus?

When Shavuos comes around,
we read the story of Rus - how she
sacrificed everything in order to
connect to Hashem. But there was
another woman that was included
in the story, her name was Arpah,
she was her sister-in-law;

- And we talk a little about her
and describe how she cried and she
hugged her mother-in-law Naomi
and she left.* Tiy n132m |21p mwn)
A2 APAT M AMDN? 29I pPYAl
Asks R’ Itzikel Amshinover: If she
left, then why do we include her?
Why don’t we just delete her from
the story?

Why Was There No Echo?

When Hashem gave the Torah, it
says in the Midrash that there was no
echo. Asks the Lubavitcher Rebbe:
Why wasn't there an echo? Usually,
when there’s a very loud sound,
there’s an echo. Wouldn't the sound
of G-d speaking be booming?

Says the Rebbe, you know when
there’s an echo? When sound waves
bounce off a hard surface. But when
Hashem spoke to the world, there

There is an unbelievable secret
here. Even though sometimes
we fail in life, if there were a
few minutes that you tried, you
attempted to make it work, we
value that and we remember the
yegia that you put in. Arpah had a
few minutes where she tried to go
along with her mother-in-law, it
didn't work, she fell away, but we
still remember that effort.

Even when we flop and it doesn't
work out the way we wanted it to,
rememberthat Hashem remembers
every effort that we put in to
connect to Him. &

Trn?

were no hard surfaces, everything
absorbed and G-d's message just
went through. Through and through.
And that's what happens until today
my friends, when G-d gives the Torah
and speaks to us, it goes right inside
of us without bouncing off... &

TABLE TOPICS

e But [ do feel that the Torah is “"bouncing
off” and not penetrating me! How can
that be?

Hey, | Don’t Like Torah Shoved Down My Throat!

Everyone knows the Gemara that
describes how Hashem took the
mountain and held it above the
yidelech and said: Listen up peeps, if
you're not going to accept My Torah,
you're gonna end up squashed. And
you think to yourself, who wants
such a Torah? | for sure don't.

In our lives, do we like everything
that goes on? Do we always feel
comfortable? No. And we feel
miserable about it. That's the point
that the gemara is trying to teach us:
Realize that this is exactly the way it's
meant to be and that is how we get

to comprehend Torah. By first going
through a period where we say ‘No! |
didn’t want to accept this!” And then
later on, as you struggle through
it, you realize: ‘Wow... Thank You
Hashem for giving me Your Torah,
Your rules and restrictions, because
that is what brings me to the inner
meaning of my life. That's how you
accept the Torah.

Know one thing, holy brothers:
If you're feeling squashed from
yiddishkeit, embrace that struggle,
becauseit's that struggle will connect
you to Hashem and His Torah...

o' A
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Its Shabbos
Today!

Shabbos Hayom
Lashem

What is MyShabbosToday?

This is not a "written" Gilyon, it is not professionally edited,
and yes, there are inaccuracies in both translation, grammar,
and exact sources.

So what is it?

For five years My Vision Studio filmed daily short less-than-a-
minute video clips from R' Shimon Semp (you can find them
on mytorahtoday channel). These hundreds of clips were then
transcribed by Shimon Lebovits and are now being presented in
the original unique spoken style here.

Why are we doing it?

QOur Mission is to create Shabbos Seuda content that you can
use to generate meaningful Shabhos table discussions with your
family about ideas that really matter.

Whether you need a shortvort, story, or a good topic to bring good
Ruach to your Shabbos Seudos - My Shabbos Today is for you.

If you want to receive this Shabbos Guide via email

or if you have comments and ideas, email us at:
mytorahtoday@gmail.com

@ @MyTorahToday

© Copyright 2019-2020 - All rights reserved to
R" Shimon Semp of My Torah Today
MY Nt %o

Giving Your Mind Over Al
Kiddush Hashem

Whenever a Jew came to that
place where he was ready to give
everything away Al Kiddush Hashem,
he yelled TNR "N 1'pYR 'n DRIV’ YO
- Hashem s one, there is nothing and
nobody else.

Said the holy Bais Avrohom from
Slonim: >TNRI 1NMPX YpWI nwY1 - You
know how the yiddelech said nwwi
ypw - | will do even though | don't
understand - they said is TNXI the
same way a yid yells Shema Yisrael.

Every year when Shavuos comes,
that’s the time when we yell: Hashem,
I'm ready to give everything up for
You. There is nothing else in the world
besides You. Please, Hashem, let me
listen to You and acceptYou, TNNI... &

NDWY PR N2V 0P ,N2wA DN Nt
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in Between Torahs

Saw this gevalt story where The holy
Lentcher Ruv was sitting Shavuos at
night and was saying no Torah. The
people around were looking at him,
waiting for him to speak, but he was
silent. Suddenly he said: “We finished
learning the old Torah, but the new
Torah hasn’t come down yet. So what

are we doing now? We are preparing
ourselves.”

And he just sat there in awe and
trembled...

Every year, before Matan Torah, it's
time for us to reflect: What was our
“old Torah”, Are we ready to accept
the “new Torah”? A new inspiration?

Would You Rather Go Bottled, Or The Real Thing?

Once upon a time, when people
weren't feeling that well they would
go to these hot springs and baths to
soak in that healing water. But what
happens when someone wasn't able
to afford the trip, and he couldn't go
to that bath in Marienbad, Teveria,
or wherever? He would buy a little

bottle of mineral water from those
hot springs and the poor man would
dab some water on himself and try to
feel a little better through it.

Says Rav Dessler: You know,
whenever there’s a time that can heal
your soul, poor people - poor minds,
take a sampling of a little Torah, here

Stop! You May Fall Asleep In The Morning!

So you might finish entire mugs of

coffee on Shavuos night, but you're
going to stay up anyway. Then when
dawn breaks and you're going to
daven, and by Akdamis you might
just be falling asleep, or feeling
drowsy. It's such an anti-climatic
moment after you put in all that work
in order to get to the dawn, just to
keep dozing off...

Wouldn't it be better to just go to
sleep and wake up well rested?

And really, if you think about it,
that's why the yidelech went to go to
sleepin the first place. No? Obviously
they wanted to be spiritually tuned
in, they wanted to be awake and alert
to be mekabel the eternal Torah.

The Ramban says that Shavuos
is called Atzeres, it means “Stop!”
Stop what? The king called all his
children and he made a banquet for
them, but then it ended and the kids
got up to leave. But as they were
leaving the king said “Stop! Please, |

want to farbreng with you one more
time.” That's the idea of Shmini
Atzers, it's the 8th day when Hashem
says “Stop!” And Shavuos is also an
8th day, it's the 8th day after seven
times seven - after Chol Hamoed,
and Hashem says “Hey! Hold it! Let's
farbreng just me and you.”

And what does He tell us at that one
on one me-and-you moment? He
says “Stay up at night.”

But we say “No. | want to goto sleep
first, this is so important, | want to
come well rested”

\\I

But Hashem says: “I'd rather you
stay up, even if you'll be drowsy in
the morning and your head will be
bobbing up and down by Akdamis.
I'd rather you stay up because in your
life, sometimes you're up all night,
sometimes things just don't work
out the way you think they will. Even
spiritually, you do a-b-c and you're
expecting d-e-f-g and it doesn’t, and
| want to teach you that to be close
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A new way of living? We gotta prepare
ourselves, and allow the “new Torah” to
permeate our being... &

and there, and they dab themselves
with it. But the rich man immerses
himself totally in that experience, and
he goes into that hot spring, ahhhh....

Shavuos is here, Achi. Don't just
take a Torah’le and some cheesecake,
go into it all the way. Experience the
warmth and healing... &

to me means to be with me even when
you won't perform properly”

The secret is to remember that when
Hashem calls you to do the one-on-
one Atzeres, He says: | want to share
something with you. The Torah that
I'm giving you is a lot about being able
to stay up at night and not get what
you're expecting to, and just accept
that you did what | wanted, and it's
just me-and you...

Happy Children = Jewish Children

All we want is that our children should live like
inspired Jews forever, but how do we do it?

R’ Chaim Bick was one of the early American
rabbanim, he nebech watched how thousands
of American Jews disappeared from the map.
He said: o1y% mTY *AYm - You know how
| implanted your teachings so that it goes on
forever? npn 2% 1ww *3 - They are a source of joy
for me, | celebrate it, | practice it with great joy,
and my children feel it and get inspired throughiit.

n%1yY - pn mwy? 2% 'moa - But if I'm forever
bending my heart and forcing it to just follow
rules, 2py - It stops. Let's celebrate Shavuos with
great joy and inspiration, and involve our family
and children with it...
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Ramapost offers a weekly printed subscription to the following Divrei Torah:
Please fill out the online forrm at RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH to subscribe. We ask that
your free printed divrei torah be picked up every Friday at our Monsey (Rt 59) or Wesely Hills/Pomona location.
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Meoros Hatzadikkim  Sichat Hashavua Likutay Torah Oneg Shabbos Hitkashrut Ohr Chaim Torah
Dvar Torah & (Hebrew) (English) (English) (Hebrew) (Hebrew) We”springs
Weekly Yahrzeits R’ Elimelech Biderman
(English) (English)
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM

info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601
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SEE INSIDE:

SPECIAL TRANSCRIPTION
FROM A SHMUZ BY

RAV GAMLIEL

DURING THE CORONA PANDEMIC
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS >>



