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You shall not light fire... on the Shabbos day

Much has been written in condemnation of anger, but it
seems that whatever was written was still not enough. Our
Rabbis have said (Shabbos 105b) ‘Whoever gets angry, it is as
if he has worshipped idols’. Similarly, the Ramban wrote in his
famous letter to his son: ‘Accustom yourself to always speak
gently to all people. This will protect you from anger, a most
serious character flaw which causes one to sin. Our Rabbis
taught (Nedarim 22a) “Whoever flares up in anger is subject
to the discipline of Gehinnom as it is written (Koheles 11:10
‘wan ny "avnl 12 ovd 1onl' — ‘Rather, banish anger
from your heart and remove evil from your flesh’. The evil
mentioned here refers to Gehinnom as it is written (Mishlei
16:4) 'ny1 01'7 ywn Dal' — ‘and the wicked are destined for
the day of evil’.
This was written about anger always, at all times in every
place, but in our parsha we learn about the severity of the
prohibition of anger especially on the day of Shabbos. It is
written in the Zohar HaKadosh that on Shabbos, there is
respite in Gehinnom even for the wicked. However, whoever
becomes angry on Shabbos lights the fire of Gehinnom on
Shabbos itself, and it learns it from the posuk (35:3) nyan x7'
'‘NawN DI D'NIAYIN 722 WK — ‘You shall not light fire in any
of your dwellings on the Shabbos day’. The Shelah HaKadosh
wrote, ‘The Shabbos day must be entirely with grace and with
kindness, and with peace and with great love, for even the
wicked in Gehinnom rest on it. Therefore, whoever becomes
angry on Shabbos commits a double sin, and we were already
given sins 'Mwn DI Dd'NIAWM 722 WX Nyan xX7' - ‘You
shall not light fire in any of your dwellings on the Shabbos
day’ — this is the fire of argument and the heat of anger, and
one must be extremely careful from midday on Friday and
on.
Thus, as we have said, anger is always prohibited and
condemned, but on Shabbos it is doubly prohibited.
Sometimes, it is specifically on Shabbos when we are tested
because then fathers and sons are sitting together, relatives
and friends, or ordinary people gathering together in shul.
One man is different from another, and it might be easy to
become angry. Then, at the moment when we feel the inner
fire of anger begin to burn, we must remember that if chas
v’shalom we begin to get angry we will light the great bonfires
of Gehinnom. If we merit to overcome our anger, right from
the start we will be saved from a terrible prohibition. We will
also benefit that one day we will never become angry, and
with the help of Heaven we will merit to continue to
overcome our anger the rest of the week as well.

- Tiv HaTorah - Vavakhel
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‘Through His great goodness we have never lacked’
“Would you know of a decent poor man who | can give 200 shekel for
Shabbos?”

“I definitely know someone like this!!!”

| took the money and as Shabbos approached, | called him and informed
him that | had some money for him. He was very happy, particularly
because he was about to go shopping for Shabbos and he made up with
me to get together later in the day to get the money. We are talking
about a man of faith with a joy of life. He always has a joke and new
ways to make those around him happy with good taste and wisdom.

He works to support and sustain his family, however, he was blessed
with a large family and there is never enough food to go around.
Because of this, he has to go around collecting money even though this
is embarrassing for him and with a special grace, he only goes to people
he knows for help.

It was almost 3:00 o’clock when he came to me for the money, with his
usual smile and his mouth spouting blessings one after the other. When
he finished showering me with blessings, he told me an amazing
hashgacha story that happened to him before he met with me: “l was at
davening when someone was selling beautiful challos for Shabbos. But |
didn’t have a penny in my pocket. | saw a well-off man standing right by
me, | told him that | was buying six challos for Shabbos... but | saw that
this time his face had a slightly sour expression and he didn’t want to
give me the challos with a full heart. Once | saw this, | felt that it wasn’t
right that | take anything that wasn’t with a full heart and | put the
challos back and I left even though it was already 2:00 in the afternoon.
| decided that Hashem would prepare challos for me with a smile!!!
From there | went up the steps by the mikveh which is alongside the
market. Outside the market a nice man stopped me and asked: “Do
have challos for Shabbos Kodesh yet?” | said, “No.”

He was filled with joy and he asked that | take challos for Shabbos.
These were finer and more expensive challos and | was concerned for
his money, so | only took four. He insisted and took two more and put
them in my bag and asked that | take more as if | were doing him a
favor. He gave me some rolls and cakes and sent me away with bags
full. | left him with an amazing feeling, filled with joy, that Hashem
provided my needs for Shabbos.”

He continued to relate that he was standing in the market to buy things
without a penny in his pocket when | called that | had 200 shekel for him
for Shabbos needs!!! How much thanks and joy does he have to thank
Hashem for worrying about all His creations with grace, kindness, and
mercy!!!
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Moshe said to the Children of Israel, “See, Hashem has proclaimed
by name, Bezalel ben Uri ben Chur, of the tribe of Yehuda. (35:30)
He gave him the ability to teach, him and Oholiav ben
Achisamach, of the tribe of Dan. (35:34)
Rashi: And Oholiav — of the tribe of Dan, of the lowest of the tribes,
of the sons of the maidservants. The Omnipresent put him on the
level of Bezalel with regard to the work of the Mishkan, who was of
the greatest of the tribes, to fulfill that which it says (lyov 34:19)
77T 197 viw 101 X71' — ‘And the nobleman is not recognized ahead
of the pauper’.
These words are a great encouragement for everyone, no matter
their status, for although it is incumbent on everyone to honor the
Gedolim [great ones] who have elevated in Torah and service, and
he must acknowledge their lofty value, this is just between the man
and the Gadol. But when it comes to matters between him and his
Maker, he must realize that even though his value is poor, yet his
actions are as worthy as those of the Tzaddikim and the most
dignified in the nation. The service that is done by those whose
worth is low in the nation, is valuable before HaKadosh Baruch Hu
like the service of the most exalted in the nation, [of course, this is
dependent on the quality of the service as well, but if the action of
the lowest of the nation equals the actions of the Tzaddikim, their
actions are just as acceptable]. When a person realizes the value of
his actions, he is enthusiastic to do the service of Hashem Yisbarach,
this happens when he realizes that HaKadosh Baruch Hu yearns for
his actions and he brings great satisfaction before Him.
In the time of the Bais HaMikdash, the multitude of the Children of
Israel gathered in the gates of the Courtyard to fulfill their
obligation to bring their karbanos, they made a sign for this matter.
HaGaon Rebbe Yaakov Emdin zt”l wrote in his siddur (seder Erev
Pesach) where he brings down from the sefer ‘Shevet Yehuda’
testimony from a trustworthy individual who was a Roman officer.
He testified that he saw Yerushalayim in its glory when the Bais
HaMikdash was standing and he described the service of the karban
Pesach. “The arrangement of the Jews when they went out to do
this service, one man did not say to another, ‘Get out of my way’ or
‘I was here first’, even if the last one in line was their king Shlomo or
Dovid. | asked the Kohanim, “This is not moral”. They responded
that this was to teach that there is no greatness before the
Omnipresent, when a man was preparing his service, and certainly
when he was actually doing the service, and at that time, everyone
was equal, and it was good.” We see from here that with the service
of the Creator everyone is equal for good.
Not only this, that there is no imbalance of worth when it comes to
the service, but sometimes, the service of the lower person exceeds
that of a Tzaddik. Since the Tzaddik is refined and the mundane is
insignificant, and there is nothing restraining him from serving
Hashem Yisbarach with completeness, but this person who is not so
refined, has many things that hold him back, so he must exert more
effort to elevate and serve properly and this effort is for ‘the
recognition of the King’ and this person is worthy of great reward.
Perhaps this is the intent of Chazal when they said (Berachos 34b) ‘In
the place where penitents stand, the completely righteous do not
stand.” This is because the Tzaddik goes innocently through his life
and he is not inclined to sin at all, therefore, he can easily serve his
Creator with yearning.

mnER 2 )

The one who is accustomed to sin is different, he has to work much
harder than the Tzaddik. The reason he does not serve innocently, is
because it is hidden from him, and this is the purpose of the service
to Hashem Yisbarach in this world.

This world is different from all the worlds that are above it. All the
other worlds are filled with ‘the Celestial lllumination’, therefore
free will is not relevant to them. It is not possible for any creation in
these worlds to go against the will of their Creator, and they do not
even have the desire to do this. Just the opposite, the angels and the
seraphim yearn to do only the will of their Maker, therefore, even
though HaKadosh Baruch Hu derives satisfaction from their service,
still, their service does not reach the level of service of a person in
this world. A world where the illumination of HaKadosh Baruch Hu is
hidden. Also, there is a ‘yetzer hara’ instilled in the hearts of people,
and HaKadosh Baruch Hu did all this so that man can increase his
honor. A world like this ask of the person to follow the
commandments of the Torah and negate his will for the will of
Above. In this way, the person subjugates himself and extends the
rule of Yisbarach in places that are not recognizable and also
testifies to the existence of the Creator, and the need to accept His
yoke. We find that by doing this small thing he coronates his Creator
as King of this world, and this is the satisfaction that HaKadosh
Baruch Hu derives from the service of the person in this world. This
is why this world is referred to as ‘the world of the Kingdom’ [Olam
HaMalchus], since the purpose of this world is to coronate
HaKadosh Baruch Hu and reveal His glory in a place where it is not
obvious, and this is the purpose and benefit of all the worlds.

In light of these words, we learn that although we do not know the
value of the Tzaddik in this world, ‘the world of the Kingdom’, it is
the service of the person who is steeped in sin, that even though the
Tzaddik is able to conquer his yetzer which extends the Kingdom of
Hashem Yisbarach in the hidden world, still, this does not reach the
level of the service of the one who coronates the Creator in obscure
places of thick darkness. Because of his wayward ways he resides in
a different ‘world of the Kingdom’ than that of the Tzaddik, the
reality is that they are both in the same world. In this world there
are many instances of hiddenness and free will, and the one who is
accustomed to sinning must exert more effort than the Tzaddik in
order to overcome his yetzer, and in this way he crowns his Creator
as King, from his very low stature, and this is not possible for the
Tzaddik to merit.

These words are a great encouragement for the generation in
general, as in the past generations the Tzaddikim were great and
they saw sublime things. Although the exile was difficult and the
hiddenness weighed heavy on the hearts of the Children of Israel,
the Tzaddikim illuminated their eyes and the masses went to their
illumination. But nowadays we have lost even this, and we find
ourselves under a thick darkness, and the difficult challenges have
increased because of the influence of the other side which brings us
various challenges which the previous generations were not
confronted by. It seems to us that Hashem Yisbarach has left the
land chas v’chalila, but, in light of these words, perhaps we can say
that this is plan of Hashem so that the Children of Israel can
coronate Him out of the hiddenness. Even during these challenges
when the illumination is not at all recognizable, and this is a great
correction, and meritorious for the generation at the footsteps of
Moshiach. We thus find ourselves so lacking. But, on the other hand,
we can reach levels that the earlier ones could not, and we can
coronate the Creator in these low places and bring the permanent
Kingdom speedily in our days amein.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Vayakhel - Shekalim 5779
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox
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The Association of Parshas Vayakheil with Shabbas Shekalim

On Every Shabbas HKB”H Returns the 1000 Lights to Moshe
and the Crowns to Yisrael that They Forfeited due to the Cheit Ha’Eigel

In honor of the upcoming Shabbas Shekalim that
approaches auspiciously, we would like to explore the
connection between the weekly parsha, parshas Vayakheil, and
the mitzvah of “machatzis hashekel” from parshas Ki Tisa,
which is traditionally read on the Shabbas on which we bless
the month of Adar Beis. The Mishnah teaches us (Shekalim
2a): "mopwit By pymwn 1Ra mvs”—on the first of Adar, they
would announce the collection of the shekalim. In other
words, Beis Din would announce publicly that each individual
is obligated to donate a half-shekel to the fund used to purchase
all of the communal offerings - “korbanos tzibbur”-- for the
upcoming year. Thus, each individual would have a part in
those korbanot. This announcement was made on the first
of Adar, because all of the communal offerings offered from
Rosh Chodesh Nissan onward, had to be purchased from coins

collected for the new year.

We will begin our enlightening journey with the Apter
Rav’s sacred remarks in Ohev Yisrael. He addresses the fact
that our parsha opens with the mitzvah of Shabbas (Shemos
35, 1): awR ormatn AR, 2R AR URAw 23 1y Yo nR nwn b
WP OO e hYISwn B19aT NORYR MWPn 0 nYw anIR nwyy o
9 naw naw And Moshe assembled the entire assembly of
“These are the things that

Hashem commanded, to do them. For a period of six days,

Bnei Yisrael and said to them:

work may be done, but the seventh day shall be holy for
you, a day of complete rest for Hashem.

Relying on a precious teaching from the Arizal in Sha’ar
HaKavanot, the Ohev Yisrael sheds some light on the message
conveyed by these pesukim. Seeing as the Arizal’s words teach

us a fundamental principle regarding the kedushah of Shabbas,
we saw fit to elaborate on them in a manner that applies to each

and every one of us.

The 1000 Lights Bestowed upon Moshe Rabeinu
versus the Two Crowns Given to Yisrael

Let us first introduce what we have learned in the Gemara
(Shabbas 88a):

R1277 DWW IRD yRwly nwys URAW MY nyws ARno 22 vt
MY TS0 TR ,0YIN 1w T 1w YRAWn TN AN YoY  nawn aNbn Y
mYar "ORYR R1277 DMWY aRR 1T TRIWY IRV 11951 ,0Rw D MmN
19021 TR 15T 19151..3710 T 22Ty AN DRI 23 DRI MmN m1pee
SRR AR 1P R Y 1o

Rabbi Simai expounded: At the time Yisrael proclaimed
“na’aseh” prior to “nishma,” sixty myriads of ministering
angels came to each and every Jew. They tied two
crowns to him—one corresponding to “na’aseh” and one
corresponding to “nishma.” But when Yisrael sinned,
one hundred twenty destructive angels descended and
removed them, as it states (Shemos 33, 6): “Bnei Yisrael
Moshe

merited receiving all of them, and he took them. For, next

were stripped of their jewelry from Har Chorev...

to the aforementioned passuk, it states (ibid. 7): “And Moshe
would take the tent.”

The Arizal teaches us that just like Yisrael merited receiving two
crowns—which are phenomenal lights; similarly, Moshe Rabeinu
merited receiving 1000 magnificent lights from HKB”H at the time
of Matan Torah. However, after Yisrael sinned with the “eigel,” the
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two crowns were confiscated. Moshe also had to forfeit the 1000

lights that he had received; only one remained with him.

This is one explanation for the tradition to write the “aleph”
of "&ap*1” in the passuk (Vayikra 1, 1): "mwn Y& xap*'—with a
This tradition alludes to the fact

that after the “cheit ha’eigel,” Moshe only retained one out of

small “aleph”--x7"pr a9x .

the thousand lights that he had received. [Translator’s Note: In
Hebrew, the term for the letter “aleph” is 99X and the term for
one-thousand is q%%; thus, a miniature “aleph” implies that he
only retained a minor portion of the 1000 lights.] Yet, since he
forfeited them through no fault of his own—but rather due to
Yisrael’s sin—HKB”H compensated Moshe, by depositing with
him all of the crowns that were confiscated from Yisrael.

According to the Arizal, the situation that existed at Matan
Torah, prior to the “cheit ha’eigel,” returns on every Shabbas. At
the entry of the Shabbas, Moshe Rabeinu reclaims all of the 1000
lights that he received prior to the “cheit ha’eigel”; it represents
a form of extension and supplement to the Shabbas. Since his
own 1000 lights are restored to him, he graciously returns to
Yisrael all of the crowns that they forfeited and were deposited
with him for safekeeping. These lights represent the Shabbas

supplement that Yisrael receive on every Erev Shabbas.

Based on this understanding, the Arizal interprets the formula
we recite in Shacharis on Shabbas "pbm nanna mwn maw»—on
Shabbas, Moshe rejoices, because the portion he received prior
to the “cheit ha'eigel,” namely, the 1000 lights, is restored to him;
"y nxap 1aR2 13y 's"—as the Almighty’s trustworthy servant (see
Bamidbar 12, 7), he returns the two crowns that were confiscated
from Yisrael and placed with him for safekeeping. The passage
goes on to describe the nature of the portion bestowed upon
Moshe that is returned to him on Shabbas: nni 1wxX=2 naxan 9"
"1 1 by Y 1mays—You placed a crown of splendor on his
head, when he stood before You on Har Sinai—these are the
1000 lights that he received at Matan Torah, which he had to
forfeit, and are returned to him as a gift on Shabbas. This is the

gist of the Arizal’s sacred explanation.

The Allusion in the Passuk:
"NTY 95 NX nwn Yapn”

Based on the Arizal’s explanation, the Ohev Yisrael points out
the allusion inherent in the opening passuk of our parsha: wnp»”

Shvilei Pinches

"oxawy a3 nay Yo nx wn. The word "n1y”"—meaning assembly—is
related to the word "m»=y” appearing in the passuk cited above
(Shemos 33, 6)—meaning jewelry. Thus, the passukis implying
that after the “cheit ha'eigel,” Moshe collected all of the crowns
confiscated from Yisrael and took them for himself.

For this reason, Moshe Rabeinu informs Yisrael that he does
not intend to keep the crowns for himself but is merely keeping
them as a security deposit. To get the crowns back, they need
merely observe the Shabbas: “He said to them: ‘These are
the things that Hashem commanded, to do them’—if you
want to get back the two crowns corresponding to “na’aseh
v'nishma”—*“For a period of six days, work may be done, but
the seventh day shall be holy for you, a day of complete rest
for Hashem”—observe the Shabbas; they can be restored on
every Shabbas.

By the way, the remarks of the Ohev Yisrael teach us an
important lesson. Why, indeed, does Moshe Rabeinu receive
his 1000 lights back on Shabbas, prompting him to return the
lights of the crowns that were entrusted to him for safekeeping?
It is well-known that after Matan Torah the world achieved a
form of tikun and reverted to the pristine situation of Adam
HaRishon prior to the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as”; however, after the
“cheit ha’eigel,” the situation deteriorated just as it did after
the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as.” As we learn in the Gemara (A.Z. 5a):
MR T2 VYWY M IRDR R KDY 113 RYR 1IN0 R SR 1920 KY”
SR oTRS 19K Dwyn e ,nsvis 1Y 1131 BRR DYYN ANTnaKR AN
Yisrael only received the Torah so that the Malach HaMavet
would not prevail over them, as it is stated (Tehillim 82, 6):
“I said, ‘You are divine, sons of the Most High.” However,
you have corrupted your deeds (by sinning with the “eigel”)
and therefore: “Like men you shall die.”

Accordingly, the Torah depicts the immense kedushah of the
first luchos as follows (Shemos 32, 16): X1 m*pYx s3nsn ansnm”
"mirmvnt By nan—and the script was the script of G-d, etched
on the luchos. They expounded in the Midrash (S.R. 41, 7): »a%"
IRDRR N1 RN A 2201193 11 NI RYR DA apn YR IR e
ST A nTen oniR eniaat nmn Rabbi Yehudah says: Do
not read the word as "nr"—etched—but rather as " mr—
freedom from exiles. Rabbi Nechemiah says: Freedom from
the Malach HaMavet (the angel of death); and our Rabbis
say: Freedom from afflictions. We learn in the Gemara (B.B.
16a) that the yetzer hara and the Malach HaMavet are one and

—
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the same. Hence, if Yisrael had merited retaining the first set
of luchos, they would have been free from the influence and

control of the yetzer hara.

Due to the “cheit ha'eigel,” however, Moshe Rabeinu
shattered the first luchos. Consequently, the yetzer hara and
its malevolent entourage returned to harass Yisrael and cause
them to sin. Thus, it was feared that the forces of evil might
gain control of the extraordinary lights generated by the two
Therefore, HKB”"H mercifully took

them away from Yisrael and gave them to Moshe Rabeinu for

crowns given to Yisrael.

safekeeping, as a security deposit, to protect them from the

forces of evil.

Now, we know that Shabbas Kodesh is a tikun for the “cheit
In the
words of the Gemara (Shabbas 118b): nsbns naw =anwnan Yo"

ha'eigel,” which constituted a form of avodah zarah.

MY phmn wns s ot oamay 1w 1ax—whoever observes
Shabbas with all of its halachot, is forgiven even the serious
transgression of idolatry. Hence, the situation on Shabbas
resembles the situation prior to the “cheit ha'eigel”—when the
forces of evil were not able to control or influence Yisrael. In a
passage that is customarily recited on Shabbas night, the Zohar
hakadosh explains (Terumah 135b): When Shabbas enters,
the Shechinah unifies and separates herself from the forces
of tumabh, and all the judgments leave her.

Thus, the Ohev Yisrael asserts that this is why Moshe Rabeinu
returns to Yisrael the lights of the crowns that were given to
him for safekeeping on every Shabbas. For, due to Shabbas’s
tremendous kedushah, there is no fear that the forces of evil
will take control of them. Therefore, it is no longer necessary
for Moshe to safeguard them as he does on the six weekdays.

The Reason We Recite "nwn nnw*”
in Shacharis on Shabbas

Notwithstanding, it behooves us to consider why the
members of the Great Assembly, of blessed memory, only
instituted the recitation of nx=p 181 13y *2 179 nanna mwn MY
"% in the Shacharis “amidah” on Shabbas. As the Arizal explains,
Moshe rejoices, because the 1000 lights are returned to him on
every Shabbas. Therefore, he returns to Yisrael the crowns that
he took from them.

Shvilei Pinches

In truth, the Arizal states explicitly in Sha’ar HaKavanos
that both Moshe Rabeinu and Yisrael receive their lights back
already on Shabbas evening. Here are his sacred words:

omIR AP Y 1ean fwa A nawn YU X122 naw aay Yoo man

NWITE N1ATIN 03 orpiYT ann 1TaRIY Daxy ow napbn 9hr Sw nsn

,BPYME AEYY NN nIR SRAwY rnn K1 Twn anpryw (1ot naw
J/N2W NWITE N1ATIN 7102 NaW 27 Yo2 YR 0ran nINa 1R

The Arizal adds that we should have this in mind when we
recite "nawsn oy 2w 1mm” before Arvis on erev Shabbas. Here
are his sacred words:

DNINR NIW NWITPT Rl NATIn YRAW? oYvapn naw 2ay Yoo man e
AR1YD ,NaWn QPY W 1RTA TMRY L1510 YRR whn nphw n1mINg
1R 19 971 Dy, wn Sw ipbn pavrnn iR aY  nawn o1 by ants1 11wy 1N
N1, NAWa MW NATIN 1Y W Tk 35,1515 Naw navin by 1phn nanpt
M v nwnd v i

On every erev Shabbas, Yisrael receive a supplemental
neshamah and kedushah of Shabbas from those lights that
Moshe took from Yisrael, as mentioned. Thisis the message
of "nawn oy 2w 1mm”. In other words, it behooves us to
praise and sing about the day of Shabbas, since then they
return Moshe’s portion. As a result, we take our portion
of the Shabbas supplement, as mentioned. For, the extra
kedushah that we have on Shabbas is what Moshe has on
the weekdays.

Now, we know that the essence of every tefilah is the
“amidah”—the silent prayer recited while standing. Hence, what
prompted our blessed sages to institute this pronouncement—
"pYm manna mwn mer—informing us of Moshe’s joy at receiving
his 1000 lights back and returning the lights of the crowns to
Yisrael—specifically in Shacharis on Shabbas and not in Arvis
on Shabbas?

The Tefilah of Shacharis Corresponds
to the Shabbas of Matan Torah

I would like to propose my own explanation regarding this
subject based on the Tur (0.C. 292). He explains why Chazal
instituted three distinct tefilos on Shabbas Kodesh. On Friday
night, we say "nwp itnx"—You sanctified. On Shabbas morning,
we say "nmwn maw—Moshe rejoiced. On Shabbas afternoon,
we say "R nnR"—You are one. The Tur explains that they
are arranged chronologically to correspond to three historical
Shabbasos. The Friday night tefilah corresponds to Shabbas

—
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Bereishis—the Shabbas of creation, the first Shabbas in the
history of the world. Therefore, we mention details related to
the creation: You sanctified the seventh day for Your name’s
sake, the culmination of the creation of heaven and earth..
. and so it is written in Your Torah: “Thus were finished the
heaven and the earth, and all their legion.”

Since the Shacharis tefilah corresponds to the Shabbas of
Matan Torah, we mention details related to Matan Torah: You
placedacrown ofsplendoronhishead, whenhestoodbefore
You on Har Sinai. He brought down two luchos of stone in
his hand, and inscribed upon them was the observance
of Shabbas. Lastly, the tefilah of Minchah corresponds to the
Shabbas of le’atid la’'vo. Therefore, we say: You are One and
Your name is One; and who is like Your people Yisrael, one
nation on earth?! This is a prophecy related to the future, as
it is written (Zechariah 14, 9): Hashem will be the King over
all the world; on that day, Hashem will be One and His name
will be One. Then, Yisrael will be the one nation on earth.

Now, this enlightens us as to why the members of the Great
Assembly only instituted the following phrase in Shacharis: maw»”
mpon manna mwn—because it is the tefilah corresponding to the
Shabbas of Matan Torah, prior to the “cheitha’eigel.” Atthatpointin
time, the world had reached a state of perfection and tikun. Moshe
Rabeinu possessed all of his 1000 lights; all of Yisrael possessed
the lights of the two crowns affixed to them by the ministering
agents for pronouncing “na’aseh” prior to “nishma.”

Hence, it is fitting that we praise and thank Hashem during
Shacharis on every Shabbas for allowing us to revisit the
circumstances of Matan Torah. The tefilah on Friday night,
however, corresponding to Shabbas Bereishis, was after the sin of
Adam HaRishon, when he forfeited all of his impressive qualities.
It depicts the situation prior to Matan Torah, when Moshe and
Yisrael received their magnificent lights. Therefore, they did not
institute the mention of this phenomenon, even though, in reality,
we do receive the lights back on Erev Shabbas. After mentioning
this phenomenon during Shacharis on Shabbas, there is no need
to reiterate it again in the Minchabh tefilah.

The Machatzis HaShekel Is a Wonderful Tikun
for the 1000 Lights that Flew Off
of the Aseres HaDibros

Based on what we have discussed, we can better appreciate
whatthe Sefas Emeswrites (Vayakheil-Shekalim 5632) regarding

Shvilei Pinches

the reason Chazal instituted the reading of parshas Shekalim
on Shabbas Kodesh. According to the Midrash Tanchuma (Ki
Tisa 10), the mitzvah of “machatzis hashekel” constitutes an
atonement for the “cheit ha’eigel”: The “machatzis hashekel”
is because they sinned during the six hours at midday;
therefore, they shall give a “machatzis hashekel” ... Rabbi
Yochanan said: It is because they transgressed the Aseres
HaDibros; therefore, every individual shall give ten “geirah,”
which is half of a shekel. In other words, we learn in parshas
Ki Tisa (Shemos 30, 13) that a shekel is twenty “geirah”; hence,
“machatzis hashekel” is ten “geirah,” corresponding to the ten
commandments they violated with the “cheit ha'eigel.”

Accordingly, the Sefas Emes explains why parshas is read on
Shabbas. Due to the “cheit ha'eigel,” Moshe forfeited the 1000
lights that were bestowed upon him at Matan Torah; similarly,
Yisrael forfeited the crowns they received at Matan Torah. Yet,
on every Shabbas, these magnificent lights are returned. Thus,
Shabbas Kodesh is a wonderful tikun for the “cheit ha’eigel”

It appears that we can expand on Rabbi Yochanan’s
explanation that the ten “geirah” of a “machatzis hashekel,”
corresponding to the Aseres HaDibros, is an atonement for the
“cheit ha'eigel.” Seemingly, this deserves further clarification,
seeing as the “cheit ha’eigel”—an act of avodah zarah—
only blemished the first two dibrot: Tonxxit 2wx TpoX 11 2"
7a By @mnR onbR T o K .ovTay nvan oen yaRkn—the two
commandments that apply to the worship of Hashem to the

exclusion of all other gods.

We can provide an explanation based on the wonderful
insight we presented in last week’s essay in the name of the
esteemed Rabbi Shalom of Kaminka, ztz’l. He addresses the
Arizal’s assertion that the 1000 lights that Moshe received at
Matan Torah were confiscated due to the “cheit ha’eigel.” He
explains the matter based on a tremendous chiddush concerning
the shattering of the luchos presented in the commentary of the
Siftei Kohen on the Torah in parshas Eikev (Devarim 9, 17). We
learn in the Gemara (Shabbas 104a): 11 13 mmbaw 7"no1 2"”
mry—the “mem” and the “samech” on the luchos stood
miraculously. Rashi explains that the script etched on the
luchos penetrated from the front all the way through to the back
of luchos, making the letters visible on both sides. Therefore,
the central, stony portions of the “samech” and final “mem”

were suspended in the air unattached to the body of the luchos.

—
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The fact that they remained on the luchos was miraculous.
As a consequence of the “cheit ha'eigel,” however, the miracle
ceased, and all the final “mem”s and “samech”s flew off of the
luchos; this caused Moshe to shatter the luchos.

Then, the esteemed Rabbi of Kaminka points out an amazing
fact. The Aseres HaDibros contain precisely 22 final “mem”s
and 2 “samech”s; their total gematrias equal 1000. This is
the key to the 1000 lights that were originally bestowed upon
Moshe Rabeinu when he received the Torah—the sum of the
letters that appeared on the first luchos miraculously.

Now, Rabbi Yochanan’s statement makes perfect sense.
HKB”"H commanded us to bring a “machatzis hashekel,
equivalent to ten “geirah,” corresponding to the ten dibros that
were affected by the “cheit ha'eigel.” After all, the 1000 lights
related to the 22 final “mem”s and 2 “samech”s were spread out
throughout the Aseres HaDibros. Hence, when they flew off the
luchos due to the “cheit ha'eigel,” the entire Aseres HaDibros

were affected.

Thus, we have gained a better understanding of the
rationale for reading parshas Shekalim on Shabbas. Just as the
“machatzis hashekel”—equivalent to ten “geirah”—atoned for
the “cheit ha'eigel”—which damaged the Aseres HaDibros; so,
too, Shabbas observance constitutes a wonderful tikun for the
1000 lights that vanished from the Aseres HaDibros, seeing as
HKB”H returns them to Moshe on Shabbas, as implied by the
pronouncement: "1pon nanns Twn M.

| Have Found One Man in a Thousand

Shlomo
HaMelech, a”h, proclaims (Koheles 7, 28): *nxxn aoxn Irx oIrR”

I would like to share with you a fantastic idea.

7ANgn XY 198 Y93 nwN1—one man in a thousand I have found,
but one woman among them I have not found. Expounding
on this passuk, the Midrash explains (V.R. 2, 1): abxn 1rx oIR”
727101 717 2w 1R nRen RY AR Yo Nl awn ar onRen—the one
man in a thousand is Moshe; the women referred to are the
women of the generation of the midbar. At first glance, Shlomo
What
is the wisest of men trying to teach us? Secondly, what is the

HaMelech’s pronouncement seems incomprehensible.

connection between Moshe Rabeinu and the women of the

generation of the midbar?

Shvilei Pinches

It appears that we can solve this enigma by referring to the
Arizal’s Sefer HaGilgulim (Chapter 64): Shlomo HaMelech was
a nitzotz of Moshe Rabeinu, a”h. Support for this contention
can be found in the Gemara (R.H. 21b). The Gemara expounds
on another passuk in Koheles (12, 10): a7 Nixny nbnp wpa”
,NNAR 93T W 3100711 RN Y1 na nnye awnd nea nbnp wes,yan
s Yxawea 1y X031 op X1 Koheles sought to find words of
delight. This means that Koheles sought to be like Moshe.
A heavenly voice came forth and said to him (ibid.): “And
words of truth are recorded properly,” and it is stated
(Devarim 34, 10): “Never again has there arisen among the
people of Yisrael a prophet like Moshe.” We can suggest that
he wanted to be like Moshe, because he was a nitzotz of his.

Now, we have already learned from the Arizal that due
to the “cheit ha’eigel,” the 1000 lights were taken away from
Moshe, and he was left with only one. This is alluded to by the
miniature “aleph” in «nwn Yx xap>1»—one out of one thousand.
We can postulate that this is what Shlomo HaMelech was
alluding to with the statement: “One man in a thousand I have
found.” For, as the Midrash explains, he is referring to Moshe,
who, in the aftermath of the “cheit ha'eigel,” had to forfeit
his 1000 lights, leaving him with only “one in a thousand.”
Then, Shlomo HaMelech goes on to praise the women of the
generation of the midbar, who were virtuous, and did not take
part in the “cheit ha’'eigel: “But one woman among them
("mox") I have not found.” The passuk specifically employs the
term "rmwx”, indicating that these women were not among those
who uttered the blasphemous pronouncement (Shemos 32, 4):
IR R 9N

(With the utmost reverence, I would like to propose an
explanation for that which we have learned in the Gemara
(B.M. 86b): "mabywh 1n o nox"—Shlomo had one thousand
wives. This is consistent with that which is written (Melachim
[ 11, 3): "ninn whv oowayar nikn ¥aw ninw oy 5 *n1"—he had
seven hundred wives who were noblewomen and three
In Likutei Torah (Melachim I 10,
18), our teacher, the Arizal, explains Shlomo’s rationale for
taking 1000 wives. Shlomo HaMelech intended to hasten the
achievement of the complete, ultimate tikun: X3 =7y *5 nywy

hundred concubines.

SR RO TRDAR ANNNAR NAKRY 11T PR war R men He made
a tragic error, however, because it is impossible to achieve the

final tikun until the arrival of Mashiach. This is the significance
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of his statement (Koheles 7, 23): “I thought I could become
wise, but it is beyond me.”

Thus, 1 would like to propose that this is why Shlomo
HaMelech married 1000 wives. Since he was a nitzotz of Moshe,
who forfeited the 1000 lights due the “cheit ha'eigel,” and seeing
as the women did not participate in the tragic sin in any way; he
intended to rectify the loss of the 1000 lights through his 1000
wives. Yet, as stated, the time for the tikun had not yet arrived.)

Based on what we have learned from the Arizal, we can
explain the assertion of the Ben Ish Chai in the name of the
kabbalists concerning Torah-study on Shabbas versus Torah-
study during the week. Here are his sacred words: 1an3”
2N DUnaya AR Naw 2193 1INt pEYn twyan Yyian Yt Yy pivatpnan
Simn e Bwonminn poyn nweyan ;a The kabbalists of blessed

Shvilei Pinches

memory wrote that the results achieved from Torah-study
on the day of Shabbas is 1000 times greater than the results

achieved from Torah-study on the weekdays.

The commentaries on the Ben Ish Chai struggle to find a
source for this assertion presented in the name of the kabbalists.
Based on our current discussion, however, it seems clear that
he is referring to the kabbalists reference to the teaching of the
Arizal—that on the weekdays Moshe Rabeinu only possesses only
one of the 1000 lights, while on Shabbas Kodesh, he gets back
all of the 1000 lights that he forfeited due to the “cheit ha'eigel.”
This demonstrates quite clearly that Torah-study on Shabbas is:
"Zimr o0 Y Nt poyR ey ) ane omys f9x"—one thousand

times more productive than Torah-study on weekdays.

N
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Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck
here are many Torah messages of which everyone is already aware.
T This week’s Parsha thought is one of them.The intent is not to teach
readers something that they do not already know. Rather, it is to
implore them to take this, and other well known messages, to heart. Here
are two of them:

1) It is well known that people should not compromise their commitment to
the Torah and Mitzvohs to achieve their personal goals. Nevertheless, many
people forget this during pivotal times in their lives, such as when they are
trying to earn a livelihood.

2) People acknowledge that Hashem oversees everything in the world.
Nevertheless, during their daily lives, they often see Hashem’s control in a
more limited manner.They forget that they can, through Bechira (free choice),
decide to lift their hand but, to succeed, they require Hashem’s consent.

InTzavo’os Rabbi Eliezer Hagodol, he writes, B'ni, Lo Sirdof Acharei Haseroro,
Ki Hakol Gozur Milmalo. My son, don’t chase after leadership positions,
because everything is decreed from heaven.V’la’asher Yechpotz, Yitneno. To
whom Hashem wants, He gives privileges. B’chol Yom Hakodosh Boruch Hu
Korei Al Ze B’atzmo. Every day, Hashem Himself proclaims people’s rise to
positions. (As the Posuk says) R’ei Korosi B’sheim, Betzalel: See, as | have
called by name, Betzalel.

People’s efforts contribute the required Hishtadlus, but contribute nothing
to the results. The only way they contribute to the results is by damaging
their chances through compromising Hashem’s Mitzvohs in the process.
Their success will always be dependent on Hashem’s pronouncements. The
more people remember that Hashem decides people’s success while doing
Hishtadlus, the greater the chance for the success that they had hoped. Either
way, their level of success will be exactly what Hashem knows is best for
people.

A Mother is Seeking Help, and Doing so Honestly By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

or the next few articles, with permission from the
F author, | will be sharing an ongoing e-mail dialogue that

I had with a mother. My intent is not to entertain, rather
to share one mother’s story with the hope that other families will
realize that what they may be experiencing in their own homes is
more common than they imagine. Realizing that others have similar
challenges may motivate other families to share their stories with
someone who can help them.

Many readers may conclude that their lives are more structured and
disciplined than the story being described. They
may have little in common with, for example,
the description of supper not being prepared
each night. However, with honesty (this mother’s
redeeming quality is her honesty), they will
acknowledge to themselves other areas in the
home which are in anarchy. In this story, there is
much in common, in various degrees, with many families. Even when
readers do not relate to this family’s story, they will find my responses
to be valuable for their families.

The opening e-mail:
“Long time, no speak. | guess | am one of those people who only

writes when there is a problem, but never writes to update. | think
because | am usually ashamed of lack of updates for the better, so |

" Iwill be sharing an
ongoing e-mail qinlogue
that I Aad with a mother.”

am just waiting for the magic to “happen” and then | will email Rabbi
Gluck. Sorry for the long rant you are about to experience. Here
it goes:

| have emailed you about a number of issues over the years, about
irrational stress and anxiety, about overcoming childhood trauma,
about my husband’s resentment towards my laziness (which causes
me stress), and about my borderline mother.

| have been married almost |0 years, and the looming anniversary has
been a sort of a wake-up call for me. This is not
the home | want to build. The tension between
my husband and myself, and what bounces off
onto the kids, is not a recipe for success. | know
this and my husband knows this.

It has come to light recently after my oldest
daughter was diagnosed with ADHD. She is adorable, but there is a
ton of tension between her and my husband. Why is he so perturbed
by her impulsive decisions, her opening the drawer and not closing it,
her constant babble, her terrible grades, her emotional jumps from
thrilled to devastated? | think these things make her wonderful, but
my husband sees these things as his failure as a parent. And he is not
convinced that ADHD is even a thing. He think that she is learning all
this garbage from me. Yes, of course each child is born with a certain
nature, and our other kids shut drawers after they open them. He
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knows that. But, with time, | realized that he is not angry at her; he
is angry at me. | was diagnosed with ADHD in 4th grade. It is hard
to know if that is real or not, given the dysfunction of the home, but
| am not sure that it matters.

The point is, | am lazy. | don’t get out of bed, | get some things done
around the house, but not on a set schedule, and sometimes not at
all. Some mornings, we will have sliced bread, and yellow cheese,
and cucumbers, but not sandwich bags, or pretzels. Other times,
we will have the pretzels, but not the bread. Other times, will have
everything, but no milk. Sometimes, we have everything. Dinner is
often on the table at 5, but sometimes at 6, and sometimes at 7, at
which point the kids are starving and killing each other and I'm like,
“WHY ARE YOU KIDS ALWAYS FIGHTING?!!”

| know why they are always fighting, because like animals in a jungle
with limited food supply, they feel like natural enemies over the
limited source of love from their one mother, who keeps running to
the computer when she should be spending time with the kids, or
making the food for dinner she should have prepared before she left
the house. Also, they are hungry. Compare this with my husband’s
mother who is 2 degrees shy of OCD when it comes to organization
and cleanliness.

| once worked with a rebbetzin of mine who is a life coach. | paid her
good money weekly to learn about meal plans, routine and schedules,
laundry, dishes and the like. And | didn’t do any of it. That was a while
ago. | wrote to her recently about the stress in my home, and asked

if she feels maybe my husband needs to change, not me. She didn’t
feel that way. She said | can change. | said | could change if | made
a commitment in my head to change, like | did as a teenager, when |
started wearing skirts and long sleeves, and traded in the Backstreet
Boys for Shalsheles. | made a choice and Hashem did the rest. That
it irked my mother was just icing on the cake. But this time around,
| don’t feel that choice, that commitment. | want to change, but I'm
not willing to say, “That’s it, 'm going to change”.

| have researched why people say they will change and don’t actually
change, and I'm not sure what the reason is, what my blockage is.
A professional recently suggested to me that it may be lingering
trauma. | really don’t want to pay for therapy, or go through painful
episodes again. And | honestly don’t feel traumatized. | think I'm
okay emotionally, as okay as I'll ever be.

I’'m emailing you with two questions:

I:1s it possible that my husband needs to just chill out about the way
| run the house? Is that even an option seeing as | can’t make him
change?

2:How can | figure out what's blocking me from making a commitment
to change! And how do | overcome it?

Wow, this turned out much longer than | had envisioned. | apologize,
and | eagerly await your answer. As always, | appreciate your time
and wisdom.”

Story from "Torah Tavlin™ By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman

has a long history dating back over five hundred years. When the holy

Ariza”l, Rabbeinu Yitzchok Luria ZT”’L, moved to Tzefas in 1570, the

synagogue was already very old. It was eventually named after him since
it was there, in a tiny alcove over to the side, barely large enough for two people
to sit or stand, that the Ariza”l would study Torah with Eliyohu Hanavi. The two
would meet and many hidden secrets were revealed to the Ariza”l in that spot.
Today, that tiny space is kept sacred, with people lighting candles there throughout
the day.

In 1837, a massive earthquake leveled the city of Tzefas which destroyed the
holy synagogue. Although it was rebuilt almost twenty years later, a strange aura
settled over the shul with mysterious reports of deaths and other-worldly beings
being reported. Soon, the doors were barred and locked shut, and anyone who
dared to enter did not come out alive. Knowing this, the gatekeeper refused
access to all comers because giving someone the key to enter the Ari Shul would
be tantamount to signing his death warrant.

In 1921,a renowned member of the illustrious Abuchatzera family of Morocco
visited Eretz Yisroel. Rabbeinu Yisroel Abuchatzera ZT”L, just thirty years old at
the time, was eager to reach the “City of Mekubalim,” and stand by the graves and
synagogues of the great tzaddikim.VWhen he arrived in Tzefas, rabbis, well-wishers
and children came out to greet him.After settling down, he went to officially meet
with the rabbonim of the town, especially the | |0 year-old Chief Rabbi of Tzefas,
HaChacham Rabbeinu Eliezer Shlomo Elfandri ZT”L. It was then that he learned
about the sealed shul of the Ariza”l and the sinister circumstances surrounding it.

The Baba Sali, as R’ Yisroel was later to become renowned, was not dismayed
by reports of strange deaths and spirits controlling the Ari Synagogue. He sent his
personal aide straight away to the gatekeeper’s house to implore him to open the
shul for him. In the meantime, R’ Yisroel walked down the slope to the Mikveh of
the holy Ariza”l and immersed in the spring water pool to prepare himself.

T he famous Ari Synagogue at the bottom of the Jewish Quarter in Tzefas

0'119 |n"0...N12N NN

The old gatekeeper, however, flatly refused to open the shul.“Don’t you know,”
he told the aide, “how many corpses lie inside? It is impossible to remove them.
| cannot give the key to you or to anyone. | will not be party to certain death.”

The aide explained that R’ Yisroel Abuchatzera was no ordinary sightseer, and
that there were certainly special reasons that he was willing to endanger his life
to enter the Ari Shul. Surely, he has a special mission to accomplish here in Tzefas
by redeeming the holy synagogue from the grip of these demons. It took quite a
bit of persuasion but in the end, the gatekeeper agreed to hand over the keys on
the condition that a long cord be tied to the key of the inner door, so that it could
be retrieved in case of tragedy.

The three of them met late that afternoon in the courtyard of the Ari Shul, The
Baba Sali unlocked the outer door and ordered his aide to hold on to his coat and
enter with him. Breathlessly, they made their way to the inner door and unlocked
it. The heavy old door creaked open. As they stepped inside, a strange sight lay
before them.The shul was full of bright light, not at all what one would expect in
the late afternoon dimness.

Slowly, the two tiptoed across the hall to the Holy Ark at the front of the
synagogue. R’ Yisroel opened the Aron Kodesh, took out a Torah scroll, and
carried it to the bimah. The young aide followed behind holding tightly to his
master’s robe. Then, the Baba Sali opened the Torah and read from it aloud. His
voice danced across the hall in all directions, mingling with the strange rays of light
that filled the room.

When he finished, the Baba Sali closed the Torah scroll, and returned it to its
place in the Holy Ark. Only then did he sit down.“You may release your hold on
my garment now,” he said.“The danger is over.”

After davening Mincha in the shul, they walked outside. The shocked old
gatekeeper kissed the Baba Sali’s hand. At long last, the Ari Shul was freed of the
specter of death, and was once again open to all.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

Dovid Gurwitz

Parshas Vayakel

Rav Hirsch’s Unique Views on Shabbos - Part I

Parshas Vayakhel and Parshas Pekudei are often read together. There is a tremendous amount
of repetition in these two parshiyos from previous parshiyos. Chazal teach us that one of the
lessons we learn from here is that the repetition of Shemonah Esrei should be listened to with
great attention.

The assumption is that it requires concentration in both recitals - personal and then by the
leader of the prayers - in order to properly convey the requests and thanks contained within
the prayers.

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/ discusses another aspect of repetition that we learn from
this week’s parsha’s directive of building the Mishkan. He points out that this is surely referring
to the immediately following repetition of the laws of Shabbos given in previous parshiyos.

Rav Hirsch then provides a lengthy, wonderful explanation of how to view the 39 Melachos -
forbidden categories of activity on Shabbos - in terms of the two aspects of Shabbos - zecher
I’Yetzias Mitzrayim and zecher I’'maasei bereishis.

He breaks these into two groupings - the first 38, and then the last melacha, putting away
your hammer...or something like that! In the process, we are guided on how to view our own
creativity and on how to prepare a framework for improving our avodah for observing
Shabbos.

In this regard, it is interesting that the value of the first letters of the expression we say so
often, zecher I’'maasei bereishis - Zayin (7), Lamid (30) and Bais (2) - add up to 39. All that we
refrain from on Shabbos, in total, serves as a remembrance of Hashem’s creation of the world.

Rav Hirsch’s words in Parshas Vayakhel are pure poetry: "The building of the Mishkan, if not
from the point of view of art, is still surely from the point of view of the idea and the purpose
to be realized by “Ve’asu li mikdash, veshochanti besocham - They shall make a sanctuary for
Me, so that I shall dwell among them?”. "It is the very highest conceivable plan for human




artistic activity. The mastery of man over matter, in getting, producing, changing, manu-
facturing the raw materials of the world, attained its highest meaning in the Mishkan..."

"The world submits to man, in order for him to submit himself and his world to Hashem, and
for him to change this earthly world into a home for the Malchus of Hashem, to a Mishkan in
which the Shechinah stays on earth..."

"Refraining from exercising the power over matter on Shabbos is a proper manner in order to
show man’s allegiance to the only true Master and Creator, to Whom man, in his mastery over
matter and apparently creative powers, is only a leaseholder, a servant.”

"Even the gathering together and heaping up of the products of the soil, and the catching of a
wild animal or fish, although the fruit or the animal is not changed in itself, brings about such
an essential change in bringing it out of the free state of nature into the control and power of
human possession that these acts, too, fall under the same basic idea as the others.”

"It is only the completion of the 39, the hotzah, the transfer of an object from one domain to
another, from reshus hayochid out into reshus horabim, or the reverse, as well as transferring
an object a minimum of four amos, which seem far from being considered “creative” acts."”

"Yet, this last melacha was what Yirmiyahu stressed in his warning to refrain from carrying.
This theme of how Rav Hirsch views this last melacha as representing our true zecher |'Yetzias
Mitzrayim will be explored in the next drush, b’h’.

It is helpful to reflect, at this point, on what Rav Hirsch says in his description in Bereishis
regarding the completion of creation. We see some parallel to the consideration of the
uniqueness of the last melacha.

Shabbos was also the “last” - the last touch which Hashem set forth for man to rule the world
morally, betzelem Elokim. However, as we say in Lecha Dodi, last in deed but first in thought.
Shabbos and its related sounding words - shevet, sefas, tzifun, shofat - which we discussed in
regard to Shemini Atzeres - all refer to the cessation of an activity that has been going on until
then.

Hashem completed creation with Shabbos for man. Provided that the week’s work has been
per hilchos avodah, a man can then consider himself having reached his goal weekly, because
according to the ratzon Hashem, he has done what he has to do.

These are all lofty madreigos that require some aspect of preparation and review and planning.
Any effort here, which requires shevisah prior to Shabbos, in order to appreciate Shabbos,
stopping, will surely echo what the month of Adar brings to us - simcha.
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But the seventh day shall be holy for you, a day of complete rest for
Hashem. (35:2)

The Zohar HaKadosh (Parashas Korach) writes: “The
Shechinah, Divine Presence, did not move away from Klal Yisrael on
Shabbos and Yamim Tovim — even on Shabbosos of chol, weekday.”
Obviously, the term Shabbosos d’chol, weekday Shabbos, or Shabbos
weekday is fraught with ambiguity. Shabbos and chol are incongruous to
one another. How do they weave together to create a Shabbos of
weekday? Each in his own inimitable manner, the commentators address
this Zohar. In U’Masuk Haor, Horav Shlomo Levenstein, Shlita, cites a
number of expositions. | have selected a few that offer food for thought.

The Pri Megadim (Kuntros Mattan Secharan shel Mitzvos)
posits that Chazal are addressing Tosfos Shabbos, the supplemental
minutes that we add either preceding or at the end of Shabbos. Hashem
considers this Shabbos a supplementary sanctification of chol, weekday,
and He graces it with His Divine Presence.

Likutei Tzvi cites the divergent attitudes of Bais Shammai and
Bais Hillel concerning their preparations for Shabbos. The Talmud
(Beitzah 16a) says that the proponents of Bais Hillel waited until Erev
Shabbos, relying on Hashem to provide them with the finest and best
foods I’kavod, in honour of, Shabbos. The proponents of Bais Shammai,
however, spent the entire week preparing for Shabbos. Whenever they
came upon a delectable food, they would purchase it and set it aside for
Shabbos. If, later on during the week, they chanced upon something
better, they would sell the first item and purchase the second. Thus,
their entire week was infused with a Shabbos-like atmosphere. This
epitomises preparation for a mitzvah in a manner such that the
hachanah becomes part of the mitzvah.

Furthermore, explains Likutei Tzvi, one who lives in such abject
poverty that he does not have the funds necessary to purchase tzarchei
Shabbos, his Shabbos needs, and has no incoming money with which to
repay a loan — he should do without the Shabbos foods and not borrow
money which he is unable to pay back. (This should be true for all other
borrowing purposes.) Such a person, who is spending his Shabbos
without the positive accoutrements to enhance the sacred day, might
think that the Shechinah does not repose over his Shabbos celebration;
he is wrong. It may be a Shabbos shel chol, a Shabbos that appears like a
weekday, but, in Hashem'’s eyes, it is not so.

Last, Likutei Tzvi suggests that the Zohar is addressing those
Jews who are coerced not to observe Shabbos to its fullest. For example,
soldiers in the Czar’s army were forced to profane Shabbos kodesh,
kashrus and other Jewish precepts. The Chafetz Chaim, zl, said that if
they absolutely must consume non-kosher food (such as meat), they
should not suck the bones. In other words, eat only what is necessary
for survival. Likewise, on Shabbos, when one is required to do something
as a soldier, he has no alternative but to do it. This does not, however,
constitute a dispensation to disregard the holy Shabbos. Thus, smoking
and anything that is not vital to living (as a soldier) is still prohibited.
This, too, is a form of Shabbos shel chol.

Nachalas Tzvi quotes the Zohar Hakadosh that likens talmidei
chachamim, Torah scholars, to Shabbos, in that their demeanours during
the week are similar to the manner in which they act on Shabbos. They

live their lives with a greater element of kedushah, sanctity. Thus, they
model Shabbos shel chol.

Rav Levenstein cites the Tzlach in his drashos (37) who
explains the well-known Chazal that teach us that when Klal Yisrael
properly observes two Shabbosos, we will be redeemed by Moshiach
Tziddkeinu. The accepted interpretation is that Chazal refer to two
Shabbosos. The Tzlach suggests that the first Shabbos is Shabbos
Bereishis, the seventh day of the week, which we are enjoined to
observe. The second Shabbos (as explained earlier) refers to the respect
we must accord to the talmid chacham, who is likened to Shabbos. Thus,
an individual who disrespects a talmid chacham — even if he simply
speaks to him in the same manner in which one speaks to a common
person -- is considered an apikores, heretic. It is as if he apostatised
himself and worshipped an idol. One who is mechallel Shabbos,
knowingly profanes Shabbos, is considered a kofer, one who denies
Hashem. A talmid chacham is parallel to Shabbos. | believe the reader
can “do the math.” No more need be said.

Perhaps we might suggest an innovative approach to Shabbos
shel chol, along the lines of the Likutei Tzvi. Shabbos shel chol refers to
the baal teshuvah, the penitent, who is slowly making his way back,
returning to a life of faith. He is required to take baby steps. It is difficult
for one who has lived without the sanctity of Shabbos as a vital part of
his life to pick himself up and suddenly commence a life of Shabbos
observance. Likewise, one who was there and -- for one reason or
another (we do not and should not judge) -- left the fold, returns slowly.
It does not happen overnight; generally, an extraordinary inspirational
experience arouses the individual and catalyses his return.

The following story represents one of those experiences that
has lain dormant for many years until the moment it was needed. A
young man in Bnei Brak from a fine, frum, family, sadly left religious
observance and, after a while, committed the ultimate defection and
became engaged to a gentile girl. At that point, the young man was
living with his cousin, who became quite upset with this turn of events.
While often a disaffected young man or woman turns off and deviates
from an observant lifestyle, marrying out of the faith is a rejection of
Hashem that estranges one from Jews and Judaism. Although the cousin
could not convince him to change his mind, he did prevail upon him to
go with his fiancé to tell his parents of their upcoming nuptial plans.

The young man agreed and invited himself to his parents’
home on the condition that he would not be “forced” to be observant
during Shabbos. Indeed, they spent Friday night smoking on the porch,
and he devoted Shabbos morning to his cell phone. Clearly, this young
man had a major issue with religion and with himself. Yet, when his
father invited him to go to a class given by Horav Aharon Leib
Shteinman, zl, he surprisingly agreed. When the class was over, the
participants lined up to bid the Torah giant a Gutt Shabbos. Father and
son waited patiently to greet the Rav and receive his blessing.

When Rav Shteinman said “Gutt Shabbos” to them, the father
told him that, alas, his son no longer observed Shabbos. “For how long
have you not been observing Shabbos?” Rav Shteinman asked.

“For two years,” he answered.

“And during that time, did you ever regret the fact that you
were profaning Shabbos?” Rav Shteinman asked.

“Yes,” the young man replied. “About four times.”
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“And for how long, each time, did you regret not observing
Shabbos?” Rav Shteinman asked.

“For approximately ten minutes,” was this young man'’s
response. “So,” Rav Shteinman concluded, “for forty minutes, during the
past two years you were a true baal teshuvah. Chazal teach that where
baalei teshuvah stand, even righteous people are unable to stand. It is
for that reason that | envy you. Gutt Shabbos.”

Rav Shteinman’s poignant words pierced through the spiritual
dross that had heretofore prevented words of reason from penetrating
this young man’s heart until this point. It took some time, but he broke
his engagement and slowly transitioned back into the frum world as a
fully-observant Jew.

Once the dust had settled, the young man was asked why he
had made the surprising (unlikely and unexpected) decision to attend
Rav Shteinman’s shiur, class. He explained that it went back to fourth
grade, when Rav Shteinman had tested his class. The questions were not
difficult; they were meant to encourage and embolden. Every child who
gave the correct answer received a toffee candy from Rav Shteinman.

“Everybody knew the answer to his question — but me,” he
said. | was not much of a learner and, as a result, | did not know very
much. When Rav Shteinman saw that | could not answer the question,
he asked me another, much easier, question. | could not answer the
second question either. One more time, Rav Shteinman attempted to
help me earn a reward. This last question fared as well as the previous
two. | was clueless. | did not know a thing. At the end of the test, every
boy in the class had received a toffee from Rav Shteinman — everyone
except me.

As the children filed out respectfully from Rav Shteinman’s
study, he asked me to remain behind. He told me, ‘In the Torah and in
Judaism, we receive rewards commensurate with the effort that we
expend — not according to the results. All of your classmates tried to
answer one question; therefore, they each received one toffee.
However, you, my dear son, tried to answer three questions.” With a
smile on his face, the great Rav Shteinman handed me three toffees.”

An elderly gadol’s sensitivity to each child, his awareness of
what failure can do to a child, not only heartened a young boy, but
inspired him to return to Yiddishkeit years later in life.
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You shall not kindle fire in any of your dwellings on the Shabbos day.
(35:3)

The Torah can be understood only through the interpretive
eyes of the Oral Law. This prohibition is a classic example of this verity.
Chazal teach that only the creation of fire and use of it for cooking or
baking are prohibited. There is, however, no prohibition against enjoying
its benefits, such as light and heat. The Tzedukim, Saducees, forbade all
use of fire. Thus, Shabbos was a day during which they sat in the dark
and consumed cold food. (How fitting that one who does not allow the
Torah (as given on Har Sinai — both written and oral) to illuminate his
life, sits in “darkness” the entire Shabbos.) Chazal (Talmud Yevamos 6b)
derive from this pasuk that bais din, Jewish court, shall not administer
the death sentence on Shabbos. While its focus is primarily on one who
has been sentenced to death by burning, it applies equally to all forms
of execution.

The Sefer HaChinuch explains that the shoresh, root, of the
mitzvah, is that Hashem sought to honour the day of Shabbos, so that
everyone — even sinners and guilty people — find rest on this hallowed
day. It is relevant to a parable about a great king who invited the people
of his country to a lavish feast, such that no man be prevented from
attending. Whoever was to receive the king’s justice would receive it the
following day (after the feast). So, too, did Hashem want to honour His
Shabbos by commanding us to sanctify and honour it for our own good
and merit.

As an aside, it is truly regrettable that those who - either due
to choice, or lack of knowledge, do not observe Shabbos Kodesh - are
unaware of the esteem that Hashem Yisborach has for it. Hashem gave
us Shabbos as His special treasure, which He wanted to share with us.
He gave us this day of the week, a day replete with spiritual sublimity, as
a gift, as a token of love. Yet, so many reject this gift, “Thanks — but no
thanks.” As the Sefer HaChinuch writes, “It is the feast prepared by the
King, Who invites all of His subjects to attend.” Imagine telling the King,
“Not interested.” This is what we do when we denigrate the mitzvah of
Shabbos.

A story which has made the rounds is worth sharing. Kivi
Bernhard is a resident of Atlanta, Georgia, the son of a distinguished
South African Rav. He authored a book, “Leopardology: The hunt for
profit in a tough global economy.” Published in 2009, it became an
instant best-seller. The book gave the businessman insights and
strategies to engage in critical business thinking — all gleaned from the
hunting habits and the techniques of the African leopard, who is
probably the most successful predator on earth. As Kivi writes: “Not
unlike the world of commerce, in the bush-lands of Africa, if one is not
hunting to survive, one will simply survive to be hunted.”

R’ Kivi was invited to speak all over the world. Soon he became
one of the world’s top ten platform speakers. Speaking to the Chabad of
Melbourne, Australia, he told of the many fortune 500 companies to
whom he had previously spoken. He regaled the crowd with stories
concerning how a frum, observant, Jew is able to navigate the
secular/gentile business world. One of his well-known stories took place
when the senior Vice President at Microsoft called him and asked him
(he was the senior assistant to Bill Gates, Chairman of Microsoft) to be
the platform speaker for a Microsoft conference on February 11, which
happened to be Shabbos. Kivi replied that he could accommodate them
on any other day — but Shabbos was unacceptable.

Two days passed, and they called back. They offered to double
his fee. They also reminded him that this was Microsoft speaking, and it
was no ordinary conference. It was their preeminent conference of the
year. R’ Kivi was immovable. The next time it was Bill Gates who called.
Being an individual of such enormous wealth, the thought of someone
declining his request was unfathomable: “Perhaps it is more money that
you are seeking. | am prepared to pay you three times the going rate.” “I
am sorry,” R’ Kivi replied. “I do not work on the Sabbath.” The
convention was reorganised, and he spoke on Sunday, Feb. 12. Bill Gates
told his assistant that he had never before met anyone that did not have
his price. Everyone can be bought one way or another. Kivi Bernhard
could not be bought, because Shabbos is not for sale. To paraphrase Bill
Gates, “That is what happens when you have something money cannot
buy.”

This incident continues to be an enormous Kiddush Hashem,
sanctification of Hashem’s Name. If we think about it, this is the
standard behaviour for a frum Jew. Our religious commitment cannot be
bought. No truly observant Jew can be swayed or bought to relinquish
putting on Tefillin for a day — for any amount of money. This is the
meaning of commitment. Anything less is just not frum.
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“See, Hashem has proclaimed by name Betzalel... He filled him with
G-dly spirit, with wisdom, insight and knowledge...He gave him the
ability to teach. (35:31,34)

Hashem selected the young Betzalel to become the master
architect of the Mishkan, as he was endowed with exceptional wisdom,
insight and knowledge. He had the necessary knowledge vital to creating
a dwelling place for the Shechinah, Divine Presence. Chazal (Tanchuma
Mikeitz 69) teach that Betzalel manifested his extraordinary qualities
and talents even before his appointment to this distinguished position.
Hashem grants wisdom to one who already possesses wisdom. Yahiv
chochma la’chakimi; “He grants wisdom to the wise” (Daniel 2:2).
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It makes sense to grant wisdom to the wise. After all, they will
know what to do with it. Chazal (Midrash) relate that a Roman matron
once asked Rabbi Yosi ben Chalafta why Hashem gave wisdom to the
wise, when it is the one who is not wise that can use it most. He
explained that if one were to lend money, and he has a choice between
lending to a poor man or a rich man, common sense would dictate that
he give the loan to the one who has the means to pay it back. Likewise,
Hashem gives wisdom to the individual who will not waste it, to who he
will not tarnish it, to who he will use it properly.

This would indicate that the definition of wisdom is the ability
to use the gift for the greater good, to make the most out of it. One who
either does not know how to apply his G-d-given wisdom, or uses it
inappropriately, does not deserve it, because he does not appreciate it.
Thus, a wise person is he who appreciates wisdom, who knows what to
do with it, who will care for it.

Horav Avraham Pam, zl (quoted by Rabbi Sholom Smith in
“Messages from Rav Pam”), asks the source of the original wisdom. He
cites Shlomo Hamelech (Mishlei 4:7): Reishis Chochmah knei Chochmah,
“The beginning of wisdom is to require wisdom.” The desire for wisdom
determines one’s “wisdom.” One must appreciate it sufficiently, such
that it is so meaningful and vital to his life that he searches for it
relentlessly. Thus, he demonstrates that no commodity is more precious
to him than wisdom. Such a person deserves to be granted wisdom. This
person was Betzalel, who valued wisdom and knew how to utilise this
Heavenly gift. It was not simply in his mind; it was in his heart. His heart
inspired him to make the Mishkan. He knew how to apply the wisdom
for the greater good.

The Rosh Yeshivah notes that possessing a high 1Q, a superior
mind, does not ensure that one is wise. If one employs his wisdom as a
means for committing inappropriate activities, hurting others,
manipulating and taking advantage of those who require his assistance,
he is far from wise. His wisdom is all in the brain — not in his heart.

How many students who are not blessed with abundant
natural intelligence make it to the pinnacle of Torah erudition?
Greatness in Torah is not dependent upon kishronos, natural intellectual
ability, but rather, on one’s willingness to toil diligently in the field of
Torah, to grow slowly, day by day, until he receives the blessing from on
High. That is his second dose of wisdom. The first dose was manifest by
his appreciation of the critical importance of Torah to his life.

Perhaps there is another manner in which to show one’s
appreciation for the value of wisdom. When someone truly values an
object, he seeks to share its beauty with others. Imagine purchasing an
exquisite piece of jewellery, an expensive, ornate piece of silver or gold,
or a rare manuscript, etc., and keeping it under wraps. One who takes
the object and conceals it, so that no one is able to gaze upon it, is a fool
who does not appreciate what he has. He should be proud of his
purchase and seek every opportunity to share its beauty with others.

Betzalel, the master architect of the Mishkan, was blessed
with extraordinary talents, with which he was able to build the resting
place for the Shechinah. The Torah implies that he possessed another
exceptional skill: the ability to teach, to train, to inspire and infuse
others with the skills necessary for the construction of the Mishkan. He
understood that being blessed with a unique talent, but keeping it to
himself, would constitute a gross dereliction of his mission. It would also
indicate that he did not value his G-d-given gift. To be blessed and hoard
the blessing solely for oneself indicates that he neither values nor
appreciates his gift.

It was at a Torah Umesorah convention that a well-meaning lay
leader presented Rav Pam with a query. The significance of training
talmidei chachamim, Torah scholars, to become Torah educators
notwithstanding, would it not be more beneficial and more productive
to have these talented young men enter the world of commerce or
other profession so that they (hopefully) do well and achieve the
financial success necessary to support their own families and become
learned, machzikei Torah, supporters of Torah study? [The yeshivos rely

on the support of people. The need is great, and individuals with the
sensitivity for Torah which comes from learning and grasping the value
of Torah are not necessarily that abundant.] Would it not be a better
service to the community to prepare baalei batim bnei Torah? [Since not
everyone is appropriate for chinuch, why not prepare them for another
vocation — following their stay in Kollel?]

Rav Pam replied that it would be an unforgivable waste of
talent, quite akin to Betzalel ignoring his extraordinary talents and
entering another field of endeavour. [Not one to look askance at lay
leaders, the questioner, by his very question, indicated that he was
clueless concerning the inestimable value of Torah, and the
extraordinary talents and character required of a master rebbe. It is
people such as this distinguished leader who impose their distorted
outlook on the world of Torah chinuch. They are not machshiv, do not
value/appreciate, the world of a rebbe, because they do not consider
chinuch a worthy profession. Obviously, their understanding of Torah is
either limited or stunted. Would they let a second-rate physician treat
their precious child? Certainly not. Why should their spiritual education
be any different?]

Who would have built the Mishkan? Hashem granted Betzalel
his unique talents for a purpose. Likewise, a ben Torah who has spent
years immersed in the sea of Torah, growth in middos, character
refinement, and fear of Heaven has the ability to transmit his Torah
knowledge to the next generation. Why would we want or settle for
anything less than a superstar?

Betzalel’s power was his personal brilliance and unique ability
to transmit his knowledge and skill to others, so that they, too, could
one day be like him and demonstrate that they valued chochmah, Torah
wisdom.

Va’ani Tefillah
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V’I’Yerushalayim Ircha b’rachamim tashuv.
And to Yerushalayim, Your city, return in compassion.

In Sefer Tehillim (122:3), David Hamelech praises the Holy City:
Yerushalayim ha’benuyah k’ir shechubrah lah yachdav: “The built-up
Yerushalayim is like a city that is united together.” Indeed, Yerushalayim
was a unifying force in the sense that three times each year, pilgrims
from all over the Land came to Yerushalayim to celebrate the chagim,
festivals. Groups and individuals who throughout the year had been
separated geographically by distance, and socially by tribal culture and
stations within the pedigree of Kohen, Levi and Yisrael, all converged and
became one Am Yisrael. The city was mechaber (chubrah) joined and
integrated them as family, as comrades, as Jews — all parts of the larger
conglomerate of Klal Yisrael.

A noted secular author once asserted “that nowhere does one
feel as lonely and lost as in the metropolitan crowd.” Although the
people are under the single banner of their common city, they remain
alone and separated from one another. Not so Yerushalayim, where
every Jew experiences a personal relationship with Hashem. Their
individuality is realised only with regard to their personal encounters
with G-d. Otherwise, they all comprise a comprehensive family,
together, indivisible, as one.

To sponsor a mazaltov, simcha or yartziet, email: peninim@dvar.info
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Kinder Torah.

Parashas Vayakhel

a

Give and Take

(13
Welcome. welcome. We hope you

enjoy your stay here. How was your
trip?”

“A bit rough, especially at the end.”
“Boruch Hashem, it is over.”

“May | trouble you for a hot drink?”

“I’'m sorry but we do not serve hot drinks
here.”

“Really? Well, I'll just go and get one
myself. One minute, where is my wallet?
Did you see my wallet? It seems to be
missing.”

“No, | did not see it.”

“It’s not important. | can use my credit
card. Oy vey, | seem to have lost my
credit cards also. This was really a rough
trip.”

“I wish | could help you.”

“Can you order a hot drink for me from
the nearest restaurant, and | will reim-
burse you?”

“I'm afraid that | can’t do that.”

The man begins to get upset.

“What is going on here? All | want is a
simple hot drink. Now why can’t you
give it to me?”

“Ummm.”

“Do you realize who | am? | am a multi
millionaire. | own real estate in every
major city in the world. | have a fleet of
cars and a private plane. If you don’t give
me a hot drink, | am going

o

“But you said that | have a bank balance
here. | thought that | could not bring any
money with me.”
“With one exception. Your bank balance
is the money that you gave to tsedaka
(charity) when you were alive. That is the
only money that you bring with you.”
“l should have given more. Now it is too
late.”

RXR D 0 O

(14
Take from yourselves trumah to

Hashem” (Shemos 35:5). The verse uses
the word “take” instead of “give” when
referring to trumah (charitable gifts).
Why? Because this is the only money that
you can take with you ... into eternity.

: Kinderlach . . .

Tsedaka is big business. You can make

: tremendous profits. The more you give,
: the more you take. Money comes and

i goes, but tsedaka stays with you forever.

Give, give, give, and take, take, take.

i NEEEEEEEEEEE RS EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE \

Make a Name for
Yourself

(14
See, Hashem has proclaimed the name

of Betzalel ben Uri ben Chur of the tribe
of Yehuda” (Shemos 35:30). The
Medrash elaborates the many virtues of a
good name. “A good name is better than

to phone my attorney and

good oil” (Koheles 7:1). The
fragrance of good oil can

sue you. | can buy and sell
this place ten times over.”

The man behind the counter
looks through his records.

“Here is your file. | see your
account balance.”

“Good. Now you can see
how wealthy | am. Now
please, order a hot drink for
me.”

“Your account is a modest
sum, but it certainly is not
millions.”

nPTI

only fill one room. How-
ever, a good name goes
from one end of the world
to the other. Rashi adds that
oil flows downward from
the head to the beard, but a
good name keeps going
higher and higher. Good oil
lasts a short time, but a
good name is forever.

(1
The day of death (is
better than) the day of

“What?!? Let me see that

birth” (ibid). Why? On the
day of birth, we do not

record. There must be some
mistake. What is going on here?”

The man looks the newcomer in the eye
and began to explain.

“Sir, you have arrived here because your
life on earth has ended. You fulfilled your
mission down there and therefore you
were summoned here. You do not bring
your earthly possessions with you here.
All of your cars, planes and millions are
gone.”

The man thinks for a long time, letting the
impact of the words sink in.

“I see. This is it. Olam Habbo.”
“Yes.”

know what a person will become. When
he dies, his deeds become known. The
Ibn Ezra explains that the verse connects
the two concepts of a good name and the
day of death to teach that a person’s
deeds determine his name. Good deeds
will earn a good name. We proclaim
Hashem’s Good Name in our daily
prayers, “You are Holy and Your Name is
Holy”. Through Your deeds, we recog-
nize Your Holiness.

Listen to how the Torah describes the

birth of Moshe Rabbeinu. “A man from
the house of Levi married a daughter of
Levi. She became pregnant and gave birth

to a son” (Shemos 2:1-2). No names are
mentioned. Later, after Moshe achieved
greatness, the Torah recounts his birth.
“And Amram married his aunt Yocheved
and she bore Ahron and Moshe” (Shemos
6:20). Now they had earned names for
themselves.

i Kinderlach . . . ]

i How many good deeds did you do today? :

: Ten? Twenty? One hundred? These good

: deeds earn you something very special. A

i good name. Avraham Avinu, Yitzchak

: Avinu, Yaakov Avinu, Yosef HaTzaddik,

: Moshe Rabbeinu, Aharon HaKohen,

i Dovid HaMelech, Shlomo HaMelech,

: Rebbe Akiva, Rebbe Yehuda HaNassi,

: Rebbe Yochanan, and others were all

tzaddikim. Then earned great names for

: themselves with their outstanding deeds.

: Kinderlach, put your name on the list.

i Make a name for yourself. :

Holy Places

This is the next to last of the parshios

that deal with the construction of the
Mishkan (tabernacle). This was the holy
site where the Jewish nation would offer
up their korbonos (sacrifices) to Hashem.
The Shechina (Divine Presence) rested
upon this holy place. We no longer have
the Mishkan or the Beis HaMikdash in
our days. We still have holy places, how-
ever. Our shuls and Battei Midrashim are
places of kedusha (holiness). The Mishna
Breura calls them mikdash mi’at (small
sanctuaries). We learned in Parshas Yisro
that we have to behave differently on
Shabbos because it is a holy day. Simi-
larly, we have to behave differently in the
shul and the Beis HaMedrash, because
they are holy places.

: Kinderlach . . .

: The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 151)

i explains how to guard the sanctity of our

i holy places. JokRing, idle conversation, and :

: sarcasm are all prohibited there. We can-

i not enter them only for the purpose of

: gaining shelter from the outside weather,

: for a pleasure walk, or shortcut. We can-

not discuss our business affairs there. Our

: clothing and shoes should be clean when

! we enter these holy places. We have to

i keep the shul itself clean. Children, our

: shuls and Battei Medrashim are places for

: tefillah (prayer) and learning Torah.

Therefore, we have to behave with the

: utmost respect when we are there. Itisa :

i privilege to go shul with Abba. We cannot :

: abuse that privilege. We have many places :

i to play -- the park, the garden, the

: schoolyard, and the playground. The shul

: is not one of them. The shul is a place to

i be close to Hashem.
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“On six days work may be done, but the
seventh day shall be holy for you, a day of
complete rest for Hashem; whomever does
work on it shall be put to death.” The Torah is
telling us the importance of heeding Shabbos,
and tells us that one who works on Shabbos
shall be put to death. “nnir ndx'm 12 nwivn 2”7
— Why does the Posuk say, “1a” —in it, instead
of just saying, “nnr nox'm nwiyn 75” — for the
beginning of the Posuk already told us that we
are talking about Shabbos?

It says in the Tikunei Hazohar 38a
that there is a nnmo n"n — a closed Mem (and
Ende Mem - 'n) which is closed during the six
days of the week. The closed Mem is closed on
all four sides, representing that there is no
opening for Shefa to enter from Above.
However, on the seventh day of the week,
Shabbos Kodesh, the closed Mem is opened on
one side, so that there is an opening for the
Shefa to enter from Above. If you take away
one side from the closed Mem, it becomes the
letter, 2 , which has three walls and one
opened side. The letter I was removed from
the closed Mem to form the letter 2 on
Shabbos Kodesh. Yechezkel 46:1 “A0 ne
NNO9' Nawn ol ,nwynn m' nww” — “Shall be
closed during the six days of work, but on
Shabbos day it shall be opened.” This is what
the Posuk is telling us here. “ WX D2Th N'7X
DNIX NIWY7? T NI’ — “DniX” should be broken
down to, “’D —nIX” and the word, “Niwy?” means
to be Mesaken, as the Posuk in Bereishis 18:8
says, “Nwy WK 172N [a1” — and the calf which
he had “prepared” — he was Mesaken the calf
so that it could be eaten. Thus, “nom' nuw
NOX'M nwyn” — you shall work six days which
is the letter, 'n, and the 'n will be opened on
Shabbos, so that the 'n will become the letters
1and'l. “yawn o’ - “or-2"
day is the 12"I day, for the 'n which is closed all
week is opened to transform into the two
letters, 2 and "I, which then allows all of the
goodness to enter from Above. The Neshama

— the seventh

Yeseira enters Klal Yisroel, and it is a time of
elevated Kedusha and goodness for Klal
Yisroel. noxn i nwiwn ' — all who do
Melacha, “1a” during the time that the letter 'n
becomes 12 - nnI' — he will die, for it is a time of
Kedusha and not the mundane. Zohar
Hakodosh 2:88b — Tehillim 118:26 “xan N2
T n'an pdidY2 T owa” — “Blessed is he who
comes in the Name of Hashem, we bless you
from the house of Hashem.” “"1 nwa xan )M’ —
This refers to Shabbos, which is the Name of
Hashem, because, “T n'an ndn>a” — for the

”» @
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day is blessed, “n'an” — from the letter 2 which
allows the Shefa in. ('n wx 2)

Moshe Rabbeinu first commanded
Klal Yisroel regarding the Mitzvah of Shabbos,
and then the construction of the Mishkan. In
the Zemiros of Leil Shabbos Kodesh (in the
Mizmor “yaw wTm ¥27) it says, “NNY? DNKNN
N27 onnnnl ,nawn n” — “Those who extend
Shabbos — they delay Shabbos from leaving,
and those who rush in Shabbos.” It should
have said it in reverse — first say those who

rush in Shabbos, for that refers to bringing
Shabbos in earlier, and then say those who
delay Shabbos from ending, for that happens
at the end of Shabbos. It says in the Sefer
nw v nNiTo, that all Mitzvos must be
enveloped with the Mitzvah and Kedusha of
Shabbos first, as the Posuk says in Vayikra
12:3 “m'7y 2wa i win niml” A Bris Milah
is to occur on the eighth day of a baby boys’ life.
The Medrash explains that by the Bris Milah
being on the eighth day, that guarantees that
the baby boy went through a Shabbos, for it is
not appropriate for there to be a Bris prior to
meeting Shabbos Kodesh.
supposed to do Tosfos Shabbos, adding to
Shabbos, both before and after Shabbos. The
question is, how can one do Tosfos Shabbos

Every Yid is

prior to Shabbos, when there is no Kedusha
then? After Shabbos, one can extend the
Kedushas Shabbos that was there on Shabbos,
but how can one do so before? The only way
one can do so is if he extends the previous
Shabbos. If one extends the previous Shabbos,
he can take that Kedusha with which he was
able to extend it, and usher in the following
Shabbos earlier. That is why we say in the
Zemiros first the extending Shabbos at the end
of Shabbos, for by doing so, then one is able to
extend Shabbos the following Shabbos prior to
Shabbos. Thus, Klal Yisroel are told that in
order for the Geulah to come, they need to heed
two Shabbosos, for in order to have the proper
Tosfos Shabbos before Shabbos, one needs to
add the Tosfos Shabbos at the end of the
Hakodosh Boruch Hu
wanted Klal Yisroel to construct a Mishkan,
and therefore Hakodosh Boruch Hu first
needed to command Klal Yisroel regarding the
Mitzvah of Shabbos, for every Mitzvah needs
to go through the Kedusha of Shabbos Kodesh
first. After Klal Yisroel have the Kedusha of
Shabbos — they are prepared to construct the
Mishkan. “pox'm nwyn om' nww” — the
Melacha, the work of the Mitzvos of the Torah,
is only considered done, “ D37 n'n' 'vaawn oral
w7’ — if you will make Shabbos holy, then
everything else has meaning. In order to have

previous Shabbos.

the complete Kedusha of Shabbos, we must do
Tosfos Shabbos both prior to,
Shabbos — "17 In2w naw — we need to heed two

and after

DNIN N'WY' N N NR? Nnwa 1017

Shabbosos properly, so that we can have the
Tosfos on both sides of Shabbos, so that we are
completely infused with the Kedusha of
Shabbos. (AX1an M9 &)

Chazal tell us that Hakodosh Boruch
Hu told Klal Yisroel, “You transgressed the
Aseres Hadibros, heed Shabbos and I will be
Mochel you.” The Posuk here alludes to this,
“Nun 1” — If you want to achieve a Kapparah
for your sins, it can be done through Shabbos
Kodesh. “xwn” is a Loshon on Mechilah, and
with the Kolel it is also the same Gematria as
“naw” — this is a Remez that one can achieve a
Kapparah through Shabbos. (naw 'wvn n'xn)

The Torah is telling Klal Yisroel
here that they should return to their
Chashivus, to the level of importance, that
“1910 WX 11N
17 1w91” — This means that one should return
to Hakodosh Boruch Hu by doing Teshuva.
The Ba’al Teshuva must always think of
himself as fifty-fifty, half Zechus and half
Chov, and he therefore gives a half-Shekel — to
show that he considers himself fifty-fifty.
“own' X7 7101,m X7 1'wyn” — One should not
consider himself to be a complete Tzaddik, nor

they had previously been on.

should he consider himself to be a complete
Rasha, and that Teshuva will not help, for
through Teshuva, all of Klal Yisroel can have
a Tikun. (AXIAN M9 N)

Now we can understand why the
Torah uses the word, “Ia” here, referring to
Shabbos Kodesh, when we already know from
the beginning of the Posuk that we are
speaking about Shabbos. The “12” tells us how
special the day of Shabbos Kodesh is, versus
the rest of the days of the week. While the rest
of the week there is a concept of them all being
like a 'm — which is completely closed, on
Shabbos Kodesh that 'n
becomes, “Ia.” This opening means that it is a

is opened and

day for tremendous Shefa to come down to a
person. All of the goodness in this world must
go through Shabbos Kodesh — for the source of
all nourishment in this world comes from
Shabbos Kodesh. In addition to Shabbos being
a holy day for learning Torah and performing
Mitzvos, it is also a day auspicious for doing
This week is Parshas Shekalim,
every Yid in Klal Yisroel was to give a half of
a Shekel. The giving of this half Shekel was to
remind a person that he is fifty/fifty — half

Teshuva.

Zechuyos and half Chov. If one sees himself as
half, he will seek to do that which is right, and
also do Teshuva for all his iniquities. May we
be Zoche to utilize the awesome opportunity of
Shabbos Kodesh, a day when the gates of
Shefa in Shomayim are open — and waiting for
us to do what we should be doing so that Shefa
can rain down upon us.
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It was over twenty five years ago that this personal incident happened and | wrote it down then in detail as it appears. Now | feel it is now
time to share it with you my readers. It was a serene Memorial Day Monday morning, two days after the Yom Tov of Shavuos.
Following a disturbed and sleepless night, | somehow carried my feet to the local Shul and immediately began davening in the side room
with one of those "spontaneous creation" minyanim, you know - the type of minyan that appears unpremeditated from out of nowhere. It
is rather at the point when seven or eight latecomers seem to unconsciously gravitate and huddle towards each other in the fantasy
that their gathering together was also divinely scheduled. It is then that they deliberately start davening "berachos" with the emunah that
another two stragglers will soon miraculously appear to fill the quota of ten.

It was at that special moment when we came to that part of davening Vhu Rachum, which is nearly always approached with the utmost of
hesitation, that all havoc broke loose. This time | was very surprised to see that the 77%°5n %va was not even given the chance to perform his
normal ritual of swerving his head the 180 degree angle in order to take his visual poll of the "olam" whether to recite Tachanun or not. For
on this particular occasion, the normal response of 13X which is said to the last beracha of 07w o°w was already replaced by the jeering
war chants of w>7p and 97an° .However, amid the joyous sighs of relief and feelings of Baruch Hashem 7177 17212 123°37w which seemed to now
permeate the crowd, one courageous soul in his meek voice had the sheer chutzpa and audacity to question the unquestionable "What is
so special about today not to say tachanun"? As expected, he was immediately bombarded with a ballistic barrage of insults and answers.
The first response was utterly ridiculous, as someone blurted out "Well it's a chazakah since we didn"t say it yesterday."(the reason being
that it was 2 110°R). Expressions of blatant dismay quickly spread across the faces of the olam as if to vehemently complain, "You are an
obvious am haaretz deorayesa, so who appointed you to be our spokesman?

Subsequent this swift humiliating defeat, the mood of the anti tachanun camp was beginning to tense, for they knew that the next response
had better be more persuasive or else they could lose all their credibility on their position. It was then that a seemingly learned person
snapped back with the utmost of confidence and authority, "Every one knows that we are now in the midst of the seven days of Milueem.
(This of course was the incorrect term. The more proper word should have been am%wn the meaning of which allows one to bring his
sacrifices of the Yom Tov for seven days). Grins of renewed satisfaction began once again to resurface on the anti tachanun camps' faces,
when a newly converted pro tachanuner abruptly questioned our so called authoritative scholar with the remark, "I bet that you probably
don't have the faintest idea what that even means". His remark was immediately returned with a blank stare from "their" supposedly
scholarly spokesman, followed by his incoherent mumbled response about something to do with army duty and seven days of retraining. It
was then that a Sefardi Jew standing at my side proudly proclaimed, "I'm Sefardi and our minhag is not to say it", trying to draw attention to
the already boisterous crowd by waiving frantically his nusach "ashkenaz" siddur in the air. From the other side of the room came the swift
revengeful sarcasm of the proprietor of the local pizza store who was notorious for his puns, " All you people don't seem to mind having a
davening with the skipping over of the tachanun. Well then the next time you order a falafel don't be surprised if your pita won't be as
soggy as usual, for your "techina" (supplication) will also be missing".

All of a sudden a shouting voice arose from the raucous, "The gabbai just walked in let's ask him". A hush fell on the olam as all eyes
focused on the small motionless frail body. The now turned pale expression of the gabbai appeared to be that of a stunned innocent victim
of a near about mob lynching, for with this crowd whatever his response would be, he somehow knew that he would still be dead wrong.
So while everyone held their breath hoping to hear what they wanted, he responded with the disappointing truth that opposed the
majority view of the mispallelim, "The Rav paskined in the earlier minyan that V'hu Rachum must be said". Immediately the room was filled
with wails of disenchantment "l don't believe my ears", or "What ever we're going to do, let's get on with the show, or I'll be late for my
tennis match. Finally there came the classic line "I knew | should have davened at the other Shul'.

But after all was said and done, no one was prepared to start a mutiny against the Morah D'asra especially since the majority of the
participants in this particular unscheduled minyan were not even members of the Shul. A mutiny not - but circumvention yes! "But isn't
there a chasan in this minyan" someone hopefully suggested. However, the excitement of the olam quickly subsided as they discovered
that "their" chasan was already more than a month passed his sheva berachos. "Maybe there is a Bris today" some other chacham
suggested. But to their dismay the affirmation was negative. As the anti tachanun advocates were about to send a shliach to the other
minyan to see if maybe they have a chasan or a Bris, or maybe even a mohel who will do or has already done this morning a bris in their
midst that they were willing to share, a final attempt was made on their behalf as someone bellowed, "There must have been some big
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Zaddik who was niftar on this date". To which a tachanun advocate understandably replied "What kind of blasphemous mockery is this?
And the truth is | know of no such Zadik anyway". However, this seemingly knowledgeable answer did not intimidate the anti tachanun
camp, for immediately one of their own chachamim rebutted with a response straight out of the city of Chelm, " So what. It is still
possible that he was a Zadik Nistar".

At least six minutes have passed since this controversy commenced, enough time to say tachanun at least two and a half times over. The
now exasperated gabbai, who had listened to this entire commotion and sensed the collective happiness of most of the mispallelim to
their aversion of saying tachanun, threw his hands up in total disgust and said "I told you what the Rav paskined. Do as you please, but
make your decision immediately, for soon | must "lain" for the next minyan which by now has almost caught up to you. Once again a
deafening silence enveloped the seemingly frozen bodies, for no one was willing anymore to dare undermine nor challenge the psak of the
Rav. And so, the stillness of the air was finally broken by the quivering words of the baal tefilah who reluctantly began to beseech Hashem
with these very appropriate words befitting the aftermath of such an episode "V'hu Rachum Yechapeir Avone" which translates Heaven
have mercy and forgive us for our transgression!

The above episode is non fiction. Yes, it did happen on Memorial Day, and the minyan that | was part of, finally acquiesced to the saying of
the tachanun. | must admit however, that | did take the liberty to humorously exaggerate and adulterate somewhat, in order to magnify the
issue at hand, but then again believe it or not, only just a little. Unfortunately, the non fiction part of this story that has not been changed
nor tampered with, and still continues on occasions other than Memorial Days. There is the sense of elation and to many, even a secret
exhilaration that is felt when due to the presence of a chasan or bris, we are "providentially" liberated from saying "Vhu Rachum". After a
short self introspection | realized that | myself as well, am not totally free from being guilty on this issue, and it is for this reason that | want
to share with you the following thoughts, in the hope that maybe together we can uproot from within ourselves this alarming and distorted
sense of false relief and joy.
Could it be that we are so smug concerning our relationship with Hashem that we don't have to plead 1nnam %3 72w X1 nonws 89"? Could it
be perhaps that with the quick advance of medicine and research, that our communities find themselves Immune from deathly diseases
and sicknesses that it would be superfluous to ask at this time 719°21 N7 12m7 70 nom . Maybe it is due to the fact that our enemies the
Jew haters have suddenly been banished from the face of the earth and that we face no longer the threat of antisemitism, suicide
bombings, and 1"11 annihilation here and in Eretz Yisroel, that we find it a bit paranoiac to supplicate daily before the Shomer Yisroel words
such as 272X *7°2 11100 PR 17987 2R Tn-pm. Or maybe we just have raised our level of spirituality, both in Middos development and
fulfillment of mitzvos, to the point that it would be deemed a big lie and misjudgment to beseech YW 1uRLA TRA 11177 *3

If only just one of the above scenarios was true, then Klal Yisroel would be in better shape than it is today. Unfortunately, all of the above
are very far from the truth. Then why are these few minutes so excruciating that we experience such a "high" from its release? It is only
due to the fact that we do not yet fully comprehend how lucky we truly are to be able to stand and ask these requests before 7172 v17pn
X11. We are in dire need to be conscious of the profundity of Reb Simcha Bunim from Pershischa's explanation of the serpent's curse, that
should pierce and penetrate our hearts. "The essence of his curse was that he could no longer beseech his Creator for his daily sustenance
together with all the other creatures, for his food the dirt of the earth is found everywhere." The lesson learned here is impactful. Feelings
of independence from one's Creator, is the ultimate of curses! We would be very unfortunate should we forget that to supplicate before
the Almighty to be remembered for spirituality, health, happiness, livelihood, forgiveness, closeness, and redemption is one of the
tremendous privileges and opportunities that is bestowed upon man, and should therefore be treated as such. Our failure to feel this way
and to fathom, cherish, and experience such sublime moments, cheats us three times a day from that special intimate rendezvous with
Hashem, the life force of all existence. Our inability to perceive tefilah in this light stunts the actualization of our true potentials, resulting
that are dimensions are to be likened to the chosid who pleaded before the Rebbi to please daven for him so that he may be saved from all
his problems that befell his lot. Where upon the Rebbi responded, "Why don"t you daven yourself?" The chosid said, "But Rebbi | don't
even know how to daven". The Rebbi let out a sigh, "My dear friend, you have just discovered the source of all your problems".

If we would rather avoid being remembered by Hashem, it is then understandable why He might not want to remember us as well 1"1.
After all, the tachanun is one of the most replete tefillos with requests to Hashem to remember us for well being, many of which are
repeated as often as three times throughout pPr¥°Y 073712K 7°72V2 MNIT ,0°7IN27 1°2 1722 LT NIT,IPMAR NP2 IR 12 97, 7°0M "7 R0 o7
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3TN 2 TAN2,IPMARY NYawI WK MI7,2py° Can we really afford to think that we are so already sufficiently independent to be without
being remembered with a Vhu Rachum or by the Shomer Yisroel? | think that you will agree with me that this is definitely not the case.
Unabashed acts of Anti Semitism is on the rise and encountered daily whether you are alive on a plane, in a shul, on a innocent walk, or
dead in a cemetery.

This unhealthy relief of not saying tachanun reminds me of a humorous story from forty years ago when a person visited Eretz Yisrael for
the first time and decided to venture on a solo camel ride. His instructions were that since it was a Jewish Camel and could only
understand Hebrew, in order to make it go one must say Baruch Hashem. To make it stop one must say Shabbos. Sure enough it worked
fine until the camel began galloping and running wild and he lost control of the reins. In his panic he forgot the word how to make the
camel stop. He suddenly realized that this 50 MPH camel was approaching a cliff and his end was near. He fervently davened to Hashem to
remember the stop word and at the last second he remembered it and screamed out Shabbos. The camel slid to a stop at the edge of the
cliff with its head dangling a few feet over the edge. The rider gave out a big sigh of relief as his life has just been miraculously saved and
he turned to heaven in gratitude and exclaimed Baruch Hashem! That sigh and exclamation of relief killed him. Similarly, that sigh of relief
of omitting the recital of Tachanun and the opportunity to beseech the rachamim of Hashem during our time of tzaros, is far from
beneficial to us to the say the least.

As | reflect upon this entire issue I still find that the biggest irony of all is that this incident of the great controversy occurred on no other
than Memorial Day. Yes, the day to remember and to be remembered! Oh how contradictory it was to flaunt the passion on this particular
day to forget and to be forgotten! | surmise that as usual, the "yezer harah" tries its hardest to blind us from recognizing the obvious
"emes" in those times when the proper things to do are so simple and crystal clear.

We are reading in the Torah four parshiyos that go into lengthy detail of building the Mishkan which is only a mashal for building a
sanctuary in one's heart in which Hashem can dwell. We must invite Hashem to be an actively concerned in every part of our lives. This past
Shabbos | heard Rav Efrayim Wachsman Shlita tell a story concerning a Yid he met at Auschwitz when he took his Yeshiva there on a trip.
He noticed that this Yid was staring at the roof of one of the barracks. He approached him and inquired if he was sent to this camp. The Yid
responded to the affirmative and then went on to describe how he remembered vividly how one Yom Kippur he was assigned to fix the
roof on this bunker. He was fasting, the sun was beating down on him, and he was drained from all strength about to collapse. To continue
working without food or water was Pikuach Nefesh. He had a piece of bread in his pocket which he saved. He was dying to eat from that
bread. Yet he pushed and pushed himself with every breath saying only a drop more only a few more minutes and then | will eat. He made
it through that Yom Kippur without breaking his fast.

The gemarrah (Taanis 29) tells us that when the enemy entered the Bais Hamikdash the Pirchei Kehunah took the keys of the Haichal, went
on top of its roof, and threw them up to shamayim and declared since we were not faithful treasures of your Mikdash we are returning
your keys to You.. A miracle happened and a hand appeared from above and received those keys. This episode is alluded to in the Tefillas
Mussaf of Yom Tov Tw7pna an?nwaw 797 %157 TN7°102 122 1N Mwy? 209197 MR 1°X1. This Yid in Auschwitz who was mosair nefesh, could
have also thrown away the keys of fasting on Yom Kippur to shamayim, after all he was in a condition of unquestionable Pikuach Nefesh if
he would not eat during this circumstance. Yet he held on tightly to those keys and thereby built in his heart a Mishkan for Hashem to dwell
in. Rejoicing for being able to skip pleading for mercy from Hashem is tantamount to throwing the keys to shamayim and declaring No
thank You Hashem. | am not interested in Your concern for mine and my family's and Klal Yisrael's wellbeing and safety. As in the past we
can do it all on our own!

It is therefore that | plead with you not to underestimate the significance of our reactions towards the saying or not saying of this tefilla.
We must be made to understand that indeed the source of our ills and maladies stems specifically from such a distorted attitude. Just a
week later on a Tues. the Baal Tefillah took a drop longer than usual and someone screamed out in frustration, Hey it's not Monday! Let us
learn instead to be appreciative, to rather-say Baruch Hashem shehechiyanu lazman hazeh, when we yes have the opportunity to be
dependent on the Ribbono Shel Olam, to beseech Him to free us from Galus and its accompanying tribulations, and thus realize that only
through His infinite kindness, He has privileged us to come forwards every Monday and Thursday and recite Vhu rachum!
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SHOWCASE YOUR PRODUCT
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FIRST/CLASS

LEASING

TELETECH

SECURITY & COMMUNICATONS

SENIOR WELLNESS ADVISOR

Aging in Place is the #1 priority for seniors and their loved ones.
We can help make this happen!
I g E Id eroArc
The golden years.al home,safel
R d :NNYY NNIDT NIDTH

Aaron Knopfler
N1 N2 NdOHN

Senior Wellness Advizor
Y |2 9NO'N

Tel: 917-842-0348 _
Email: saron@eldersafe.net ‘ 3?:1“959,
www.ElderSAFE.net Airmont,NY,10952

Have a certified SENIOR HOME SAFETY ASSESSMENT
done for your loved one to AGE IN PLACE.
Be proactive. Don't wait till its too late...
For more info on this and other services and products,
Call Aaron at 917-842-0348 or email to aaron@eldersafe.net

Sponsored



*UIND T"P2
m npyIn -5:28 R A M A P L”YPN’'NIIN NI
p’w'¥IN-6:30 2019 yan 2

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL Issue #020

SEE INSIDE FOR COLORED

PHOTO OF R' KANIEVSKY

nnd

LPIANRI T by Dxa1M D!PATIN NN MAT

. | —_— S
' w‘?ﬂ!’h P

TN o e B T3P S N 23 Wy ~Taime
197 K93 172 B T TS

1217pa

12N Mpn

nnbw axian marh

Email mitzvos@ramapost.com ' HwI1aoRIM
to sign up for a weekly subscription 5N1 na nabn



