MONSEY ACED) BS'D
Candle Lighting - 4:10 i ) 23 Kislev, 5779
Shabbos Ends - 5:15 2002 December 1, 2018

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL Issue #007

PARSHAS

VAYESHEYV

DIVREI TORAH PRINTED & DISTRIBUTED BY RAMAPOST

Coming Soon!
ALL NEW
ORIGINAL

CONTENT

E i -‘ z FAREHE WITH

‘The Chashmonaim’ Battle with the Greeks over Pure Ol -
depth Analyti Py o
One’s Toral

hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh

——— Ilfelwm
a R’ Shmuel Gluck == &
Tiv Hakehila Shvilei Pinchas (English). I Ray Brazil .
R’ Ga_mliel Rabinowitz R’ Pinches Friedman o 1 "(frrgl_ish)
(English & Hebrew) (English & Hebrew) i
- ]—
A

Mizmor L'Dovid

Direi Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of

izmor L'Dovid ini p . Parsha Pshetel In Memory of Noah

R’ Dovid Gurwitz

R’ Yankie Schechter Jonathan Jarashow
(English)

(Englisﬁ') (English)

nnbw nax191 mard
N2 N2 511 0N LYN1 Nna nabn
RPYR YT N2 DI RURM

Email mitzvos@ramapost.com
to sign up for a weekly subscription



Alddy suonipuod, 61/L/Z [N pijeA UanoJ [euosIad INOA Jo JoUNE, av

+id3Ad0 ONWOUdVINVY 1SdId HNOA S1OoNdodd TVNOILOWOYd

440 %O0L 3AI303H Ol Ozoma<z<m

SLHVINNVHD 300D NOILN3IN

TIVAN | LNIdd | NDOIS3A | ONILINEVIA

DA HSIM IM




Sare the ‘Daie!

ANNUAL DINNER

December 1+
MOTZEI SHABBOS * PARSHAS V AYESHEV

Ateres Charna
Reception 7:30 - Dinner 8:15

/

MR. & MRs. RABBI & MRSs. MR. & MRS.
Tzvi BRowN Y oSEF LEIBOVITCH Davib NAMTALOV

WOD'LSOdVINVYH

Q . -Motzei
)tflil Shabbos!




K700

NP IY P

sl o
3§ B

English Edition

SO L

Vayeishev

0O

wgs:'w::ﬂ :"ug

RT3 IXIIDA X I NN MANDII

What is Chanukah? - ?ndnn 'xn

There is a famous parable about a king who announced a
proclamation throughout his kingdom that for a few days
anyone can come to his storehouses and take whatever he
wants, and so, everyone came and ran to get into the
storehouses. However, the path was filled with various
temptations of food, music, and other forms of entertainment,
etc. to the point that whoever came there was so distracted
that he forgot his purpose of coming there and he remained
among the many venues satisfying his desires. All of them,
except for one Chacham, one wise man, who understood that
all these nice things were standing in his way, all of them at the
instruction of the king. All these venues served one purpose, to
prevent those that came from entering the gates of the
storehouses. Therefore, the Chacham closed his eyes and ears
and passed by all the temptations until he reached the
storehouses and filled his bags from the storehouses of the
king.
True, this parable was stated during the Yomim Noraim, but
perhaps it can apply to the elevated days of the holiday of
Chanukah as well. This holiday is unlike all the holidays, for
although it truly is a holiday, but it falls out on weekdays, and
aside from this, it is also packed with various events and many
dishes, until sometimes, we are likely to forget (Shabbos 21b),
‘What is Chanukah?’ What is this holiday? What is its purpose?
And mainly, what is possible to attain during these days?
The holy seforim, based on this Gemara, hint at the advantage
of the days of Chanukah, ‘Regarding the wicks and oils that the
Chachamim said, we may not kindle with them on Shabbos, we
may kindle with them on Chanukah’, the wicks and oils hint to
the souls [nefashos and neshamos] of Israel, that is, even those
souls that are of very low stature, that even on Shabbos they
are not ‘kindled’, even on Shabbos they do not feel any sanctity
and they are not aroused to serve the Creator and to love Him,
‘we may kindle with them on Chanukah’, during the days of
Chanukah we may even kindle with them and illuminate their
souls with the holy light of these days.
Let us properly utilize the sanctity of these holy days that are
upon us. Let us utilize the time opposite the holy lights whose
mitzvah is when it gets dark, and specifically lower than ten
tefachim [about 40 inches off the ground], we specifically light
the lights in a low place. We should let the light of the candles
enter within us and illuminate within us those dark places
where on an ordinary day light will not reach them. And when
we stand by the menorah, we should simply daven to HaKadosh
Baruch Hu that this holy light should enter us, and the light
should last for many days after Chanukah is over.

—Tiv HaMoadim - Chanukah
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We are men, brothers — 11nax n'nx n'wax’
I was on my way back on the New Jersey Turnpike to Lakewood
when suddenly, | noticed a broken-down car parked on the side of
the highway and a young man standing next to it. There were no
police or any other vehicle that had been involved in an accident
there.
Impulsively, | turned my car to the side of the road, made an
emergency stop, while at the same time honking my horn so that the
young man would notice my pulling over. Because | was travelling at
a high rate of speed, | came to a stop only after travelling a few
hundred meters, the young man noticed me and ran towards me
waving his hand for help.
To my great surprise this was my only brother. He was on his way
back from Philadelphia with his wife and son where his son had
undergone a successful operation and he hit a deer running across
the highway. To their great luck, the car was totally destroyed, but
his wife and child were unharmed except for the shock.
We transferred the luggage from the car to my car and within twenty
minutes we were back on the main highway going home to
Lakewood, with praise and thanks to Hashem Yisbarach! | just
happened to merit to stop for my one and only brother!!!

.0.!

Supervision ‘Certificate’ — nnawa 'nTiyn’

| am in charge of acquiring the wine and drinks for the family in
honor of Shabbos Kodesh. Every time the clerk asks to see my
identification to prove that | am eighteen years old for if not then he
is prohibited from selling me alcohol.
However, since | don’t always carry my identification with me, he
warned me that despite his believing me that | am not fooling him,
however, at least once | have to show him my identification so that
everything will be calm.
The next time | really tried to bring my identification with me to calm
him as we agreed.
That day, the mashgiach of the yeshiva turned to me and urgently
asked me for my identification for some paperwork that the yeshiva
needed right away.
| was very excited, and | shared the essence of the hashgacha with
the mashgiach that if not for the story of the liquor store | would not
have had my identification with me and tomorrow would have been
too late to show the identification.
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You shall be wholehearted with ’%”
Hashem, your G-d

The reading of this parsha and the following parshiyos describe
everything that happened to Yosef. It was not for nothing that the
Torah saw fit to go to great lengths and set aside several parshiyos
on the life of Yosef. The passages of the life of Yosef teach a person
a great chapter in faith in Hashem Yisbarach. These passages are
the roadmap for every person, regardless of his stature, that he not
drift after the advice of his yetzer even if it seems to him that he
will lose much if he would simply follow Hashem.
One of the Thirteen Basic Tenets of Faith is that HaKadosh Baruch
Hu rewards with good those who observe His commandments and
punishes those who violate His commandments. However,
sometimes things seem to us to be contradictory to this.
Sometimes it is incumbent on a person to do something that the
Torah obligates him to do, and it seems to him that if he does this
mitzvah it will cause him great difficulties. Therefore, he stands at a
crossroads, and he does not know what he should do. On the one
hand, he knows that he must fulfill the will of his Creator, and on
the other hand, he does not want to do anything that will cause
him distress. Although, without a doubt, his obligation is to fulfill
the will of his Creator at any cost, still, he wonders why the
Superior hashgacha caused him to do something that he does not
want to do to fulfill the will of his Creator. In order to give the
person a response for this, the Torah gave us these parshiyos and
with this the person will observe how Yosef handled himself and he
will have peace of mind, and he will knock down his barriers and
choose good.
The beginning of our parsha tells about the tribes going to pasture
the flock and about the request of Yaakov that Yosef go check on
their welfare. Here Yosef is commanded with ‘kibud av’ [honoring
one’s father] and Yosef makes no calculations, he is prepared to
fulfill the will of his father even though he knows that his brothers
hate him. He begins on his way and he meets Gavriel who informs
him that his brothers have removed themselves from brotherhood
and they want to kill him. At that moment Yosef could have
understood that Gavriel was sent by Heaven to save him, and it
was a sign from Heaven that it would not be held against him to
return to his father and tell him that Gavriel stopped him from
reaching his destination. However, in actuality he made no
calculations and he continued on his way wholeheartedly to fulfill
the will of his Creator.
It then became obvious that his concerns were not false, and when
he came to his brothers, they lowered him from his high stature to
the bottom of a deep pit. They sold him as merchandise like a
potter selling his pottery, until he was sold to an officer of Pharaoh
and made into a common slave and whoever examines everything
that happened to him will wonder, is this Torah and is this its
reward?
Those who are astonished are certainly amazed as the story
continues, for the spirit of Yosef was not yet broken as he saw how
he was elevated by his going wholeheartedly and he continually
reviewed his learning that he was taught in his father’s house. He
did not veer from the path of Hashem Yisbarach even when
confronted by the difficult challenge that he faced which was so out
of the ordinary. As explained by Chazal in the Midrash (Bereishis
Rabbah 87:1-8) how that cursed woman abused him every day with
things that are too difficult to bear. Even the Satan stood at her side
and showed him how he had already lost his portion in the World to
Come.
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In addition to this, the cursed woman showed him that even heaven
was agreeable to this act. Still, the image of his father never left his
mind, and he considered if his actions were acceptable to his father,
and when he thought that they were not, he stopped himself from
doing it, even though he saw no natural end to his distress from that
cursed woman, who was the wife of his master, and he was a
member of his household, still, he endured his pain knowing that it
came from his Creator.

As if this were not enough pain from the very challenge, events
worked out that eventually that wicked woman made up a story
that was totally irrational, when she said that she grabbed his
garment when he tried to violate her. Even though they did not
investigate her claim too much, they threw him in prison. He
wallowed there for twelve years, the best years of his life wasted,
without having done anything wrong. Everything happened because
he fulfilled (Tehillim 34:15) 'a10 nwyI yn 110" — ‘turn from evil and
do good’, and whoever contemplates this will wonder in his heart
why Hashem did this.

However, he will not have to wait long for the answer, for the
upcoming parshiyos will show that all this happened so that he will
be elevated to the royal throne. If he was missing even one detail of
these events, he would not have been able to attain this. We find
that everything was only for his benefit and as Yosef himself said to
his brothers (50:20) 'naiv? nawn n'P7x' — ‘G-d intended it for
good’. From the outset Yosef believed that nothing bad will come
out of all this, therefore, he ignored all temptations and went
wholeheartedly with his Creator.

These words must serve as a strong encouragement for anyone who
is confronted by doubt when he must fulfill the will of Hashem
Yisbarach. One must conclude from here that a person does not
know what is good for him and what is not. His job is not to
investigate the future, rather, to fulfill the laws of the Torah as they
appear. Even if his doubts prove to not be false, it is incumbent on
him to strengthen his faith that this is surely for his benefit, even if
now he does not see how this will end sweetly, rather, he must
strengthen himself and hope for the salvation of Hashem Yisbarach.
During the thirteen years that Yosef was in Egypt he did not know
why Hashem was doing this. As long as the time had not yet come
for his salvation, it did not enter his mind how his distress would
elevate him. But he believed with complete faith and trust in his
Creator that everything was for his benefit. As Chazal expound (see
Rashi at the end of our parsha to 40:23) on the posuk (Tehillim 40:5)
Inban 'n DW WK 12aN MWK’ - ‘Fortunate is the man who placed
his reliance upon Hashem’ — this refers to Yosef. Hashem Yisbarach,
whose salvation sprouts from many ways in the most amazing ways,
and the king of Egypt dreamt a dream and the result was that he
was elevated from a deep pit to a high stature. Then all the events
became clear that from the outset it was designed that he would be
destined for great things.

With much gratitude to Hashem,
the first volume of Tiv Hakehila in English has been published

Tiv HaSichos
Rav Gamliel on the Parsha — Sefer Shemos

B’ezras Hashem, it should be in stores in time for Shemos
Thank you to all my readers for making this possible
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Chanukah 5779
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

The Chashmonaim’s Battle with the Greeks over Pure QOil
Concerned the Power of In-depth Analytic Study and “Pilpul”
that Negates Forgetting One’s Torah

The eight days of Chanukah begin next week. The six
weekdays receive their berachah from the preceding Shab-
bas. Hence, in honor of the upcoming Shabbas Kodesh that
approaches auspiciously, it is fitting that we focus on the tre-
mendous struggle that ensued between the Greeks and the
holy kohanim, the Chashmonaim, regarding the mitzvah of
lighting the menorah in the Beis HaMikdash with pure oil. We

have learned in the Gemara (Shabbas 21b):

~onb RY7,11°K N22an 51T "1t 19o5a 1753 1257 1ANT, 151t KRR
oA moanwn Yo aNnty Yoo oaane 1oanawew , 11 nuaynn X1 1a
MY DY IR T8 RN IREEA RDT 1772, 0101811 3RIAWR N2 N1oYn 1w
WP LR 0T PRy KPR 13 e RS9 1 S tanins nam e
0I3110 DY DIRWYT D1YaP NONN MY ,00me mmy ann 1Y o1 12
JIRTI YA

What is the reason for the festival of Chanukah? As
the Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: On the 25" of Kislev, the
days of Chanukah commence. They are comprised of
eight days, on which it is prohibited to eulogize or fast.
For, when the Greeks entered the Heichal, they contami-
nated all of the flasks of oil that were in the Heichal. And
when the royal Chashmonean house prevailed and de-
feated them, they searched and found only one flask of
oil that was concealed with the seal of the Kohen Gadol;
it contained only enough oil to light the menorah for one
day. However, a miracle was performed with it, and they
lit with it for eight days. In the following year, they estab-
lished and rendered these eight days permanent festival
days, celebrated with the recital of Hallel and the expres-
sion of gratitude.

5na na nabn nnbw axiaa mard

The Greeks Contaminated
All of the Oil Deliberately

Note that Chazal specifically said that “when the Greeks
entered the Heichal, they contaminated all of the flasks of
oil that were in the Heichal.” They did not say that the oil
was contaminated incidentally. They wanted to teach us that
the Greeks deliberately contaminated all of the oil to prevent
the kohanim from kindling the menorah with pure oil.

This is also evident from the words of the Rambam (Hilchos
Chanukah 3, 5): ,an= 1>wa1 bxaw? oy n1ata 1t 112 199nws 22w neas”
D11, BIANSST DARAS 0T UYWAY, N1 TN PIOYY omIN I K
TR IRRYY 1enn 13 13nnt Yooy wma  In the era of the Sec-
ond Temple, when the Greeks ruled, they issued decrees
against the Jewish people, attempting to nullify their faith
and refused to allow them to observe the Torah and its
mitzvos. They extended their hands against their proper-
ty and their daughters; they entered the Heichal, wrought
havoc within, and made the sacraments impure. He states
explicitly that the Greeks intentionally contaminated and de-
filed all of the sacred items when they entered and disturbed
the Heichal.

In direct contrast, when the Chashmonaim were victorious
and entered the Heichal: “They searched and found only
one flask of (pure) oil.” This implies that they attempted to
find pure oil with which to light the menorah in a state of pu-
rity. The Meiri (Shabbas, ibid.) writes that the very fact that
they found that solitary, uncontaminated flask was in itself a
miracle. Thus, he justifies the institution of celebrating Cha-
nukah for eight days, even though the duration of the mira-

./.
o
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cle was seemingly only seven days. After all, the flask that
they found contained enough oil to light the menorah for one
day. This, in fact, is the famous question posed by the Beis
Yosef (0.C. 670). Thus, the Meiri explains: On the first night,
which did not involve the miracle of the oil, we recite the
berachos for the geulah and to express gratitude for find-
ing the flask; on the other nights, (we recite the berachos)
for the miracle of the oil.

Now, it behooves us to attempt to comprehend the Greeks’
great fear concerning the kindling of the menorah by the ko-
hanim with pure oil. On the one hand, the Greeks strived to
contaminate all of the oil in the Heichal. On the other hand,
why was it so vital for the Chashmonaim to kindle the meno-
rah specifically with pure oil—prompting HKB"H to perform a
miracle on their behalf, defying the laws of nature?

[t also behooves us to examine the formula that was insti-
tuted for “Ahl HaNissim”: Sxaws 9y Sy fywan 119 n1ovn arayws”
792181 *prta oAy 9nain amowts—when the evil Greek re-
gime rose up against Your people, Yisrael, to make them
forget Your Torah and to turn them away from the stat-
utes of Your will. The commentaries are perplexed by this
formula. Firstly, how is it possible to make a person forget
something against his will? Secondly, it says: “To turn them
away from the ‘chukim’ of Your will.” A “chok” is a statute
that is inexplicable. Why turn them away only from the “chu-
kim” and not from the laws of the Torah that are explicable—
for which we understand their rationale?

“They shall take for you pure olive oil”
Alludes to the Mitzvah of Ner Chanukah

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by refer-
ring to the writings of the divine kabbalist, Rabbi Elazar of
Garmiza, the author of the Rokeiach (225). He writes that
HKB”H alluded to Moshe Rabeinu to transmit to the sages of
Yisrael the mitzvah of lighting the Chanukah candles via the
tradition of the Torah passed down from generation to gen-
eration. Here are his sacred words:

MW WRA L NAXY o8 ,0o5an1 naw Ymnr poaren YN 1N neaas”
M 1YY TPRET, DR 212 TR T TPIA AN YR 12707, 1910, 001800 01
At 1A IRn N0t 1Y oY ™n,1I8RY NN T Nt Y TR

In parshas Emor, it opens with Shabbas and the festi-
vals—Pesach, Atzeres, Rosh HaShanah and Yom HaKip-

5na na nabn nnbw axiaa mard

Sponsored and Printed by: www.ramapost.com RAMAPOSTE  #

Shvilei Pinches

purim, Succos—(Vayikra 23, 44): “And Moshe declared the
appointed festivals of Hashem to Bnei Yisrael.” Then He
juxtaposes the passuk (ibid. 24, 2): “Command Bnei Yisrael
that they take to you clear olive oil, pressed for light-
ing”—an allusion to Chanukah, to bring olive oil is the
preferred mitzvah.

Similarly, the Gaon Chida writes in Chomas Anach (end of
Terumah) in the name of Rabeinu Ephraim, one of the Ris-
honim, an explanation for the juxtaposition of the end of par-
shas Terumah and the beginning of parshas Tetzaveh. At the
conclusion of the former, it states (Shemos 27, 19): “And all
the pegs of the courtyard, of copper.” At the beginning of
the latter, it states (ibid. 20): “And you shall command Bnei
Yisrael that they shall take for you clear olive oil.” The
word for copper--n"wma —is an acronym fro YRw'w ta1n a2
7v1rn—you shall light ner-Chanukah on the left. The com-
mand: “They shall take for you clear olive oil” alludes to
the fact that the preferred way to perform the mitzvah of ner-
Chanukah is with olive oil. Additionally, it is brought down
in the name of the holy Admor, the Maharid of Belz, zy”a, that
n"wm is an acronym for po>1n namw nawn v2—you shall light
ner-Chanukah for eight days.

The fact that HKB”H mentioned the mitzvah of ner-Chanu-
kah to Moshe Rabeinu twice—both in parshas Tetzaveh and
again in parshas Emor—indicates that Moshe Rabeinu has a
special connection with the lighting of ner Chanukah.

The Tefilah of Moshe Rabeinu:
“Bless, O Hashem, his army”

This explains very nicely the berachah that Moshe Ra-
beinu bestowed upon shevet Levi regarding the victory of the
Chashmonaim—the holy kohanim from shevet Levi—over the
Greeks. He prays (Devarim 33, 11): ,xan 11 yiar 19om it 712"
"PmIPY R PRI 1rp oann ynn—bless, O Hashem, his army,
and favor the work of his hands; strike down his oppo-
nents to the loins and his enemies, that they may not rise.
Rashi comments: He (Moshe) saw that Chashmonai and his
sons were destined to wage war against the Greeks; so, he
prayed for them, because they were few—the twelve sons
of Chashmonai and Elazar against myriads. This is why
it says: “Bless, O Hashem, his army, and favor the work of
his hands.”

.
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Based on what we have learned, we can suggest that Moshe
had the intuition to do so, because HKB”H had said to him ear-
lier: " mor yaw 75X mp'—alluding to him that he has a spe-
cial relationship with the miracle of Chanukah, which involved
pure, olive oil. Therefore, he prayed for the victory of the
Chashmonaim: "%t 't 993”. For, in the aftermath of their vic-
tory on the battlefield, a miracle was performed on their behalf,

enabling them to kindle the menorah with pure, olive oil.

We can suggest that for this reason, after praying for the
victory of the Chashmonaim--"1%r ' 7112”—he added the tef-
ilah: "rean 1 9y1a1”. Here he prayed for the miracle of kindling
the lamps in a state of taharah. He prayed that HKB”H would
favor the works of the hands of shevet Levi—their efforts to
light the menorah with pure oil. In reality, according to hal-
achah, it was permissible for them to use impure oil for this
public, community purpose, as explained by the Pnei Yehosh-
ua (Shabbas 21b). Nevertheless, HKB”H favored them with a
miracle, enabling them to light the lamps for eight days in a
state of taharah. We can suggest another allusion in Moshe’s
tefilah: "i%rt’m91m2”. The term 1">m can be interpreted as an
acronym for 11 =’y @ 'm—alluding to the fact that over the
course of the eight days of Chanukah--m»'m —we light a total
of v5—thirty-six candles.

“Toward the face of the menorah”
Corresponding to Moshe Rabeinu

Following this line of reasoning, we will proceed to ex-
plain the amazing connection between Moshe Rabeinu and
the miracle of Chanukah, as implied by HKB”H’s statement to
Moshe: “They shall take for you pure olive oil.” First, let
us elaborate on the mitzvah of lighting the menorah (Bamid-
bar 8, 2): "n1at nysw 1R 1M vaa Ym YR N1t nx gnbynaT—
When you kindle the lamps, toward the face of the meno-
rah shall the seven lamps cast light. We have learned in the
Gemara (B.B. 25b): jrbw ganavey, axy 1wy wt 0T 2oonew nean”
"m1773 1t naxs—a person who wants to become wise
should face south, while a person who wants to become
wealthy should face north; and your mnemonic is: The
“shulchan” stood in the north, while the “menorah” stood
in the south. Thus, we learn that the purpose of lighting the
menorah is to extend the light of Torah from the menorah to
Yisrael. This message is conveyed by the passuk (Mishlei 6,
23): ™R mm mxn 2 s"—for a mitzvah is a lamp and the
Torah is light.

5na na nabn nnbw axiaa mard
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Our sacred sefarim teach us that the seven branches of
the menorah correspond to the seven shepherds: Avraham,
Yitzchak, Yaakov, Moshe, Aharon, Yosef and David. Ac-
cording to this scheme, the central lamp, the fourth lamp,
corresponds to Moshe Rabeinu. It was for this reason that
HKB”H commanded us to kindle all of the lamps such that
they would face the central lamp. Thus, the light of the To-
rah would be delivered to Yisrael via Moshe Rabeinu, HKB”H'’s
agent for this task.

It appears that we can explain the matter in further depth
based on a teaching in the Gemara (Horayos 13b): nermw ows”
"Raw Bepaw YW Tty 2vwn et v o v oepaw bw ity nown—
just as the olive causes the forgetting of seventy years of
Torah-study; similarly, olive-oil restores seventy years of
Torah-study. Let us provide an explanation based on what we
have learned elsewhere in the Gemara (Berachos 63b): 1m”
TINM AN ARIY TP 1REY DAY ME KIKR PRPPNNA 1710 2T PRY
"orRa nmY 5 x—from where do we learn that words of
Torah are not retained except by one who sacrifices him-
self for the sake of the Torah? For it is stated (Bamidbar
19, 14): “This is the Torah of a man who dies in a tent.”

The Turei Zahav explains the implication of the Gemara’s
statement (0.C. 47, 1): Sacrificing one’s life for the sake of the
Torah means engaging in debates and dialectic—“pilpul”—
regarding points of Torah; the study of Torah demands labor
and exertion (see Rashi’'s commentary to Vayikra 26, 3); it
should not be a leisurely endeavor. Otherwise, the Torah one
learns will not be retained.

“To engross ourselves in words of Torah”
by Employing Pilpul and Exertion

Based on this understanding, the Turei Zahav explains
the formula instituted by Chazal for the berachah related to
Torah-study: "1 *127a pioyYy m1x"—and He commanded us
to engross ourselves in words of Torah. They did not em-
ploy the formula: 110 *127 11m%%"—to study words of Torah.
They were emphasizing the point that the essence of the mitz-
vah of Torah-study is the toil and exertion specifically. Thus,
they employed the term "p1oyy”, from the root "pey”, indicat-
ing that we must actively engage in the study of Torah, debat-
ing points of ambiguity and disagreement, and that a person
must treat it like a business transaction. Only in this manner
does a person retain the Torah he has learned.

Chanukah 5779 | 3
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Hence, we find that Chazal recommend Torah-study with
exertion by employing “pilpul” as a “segulah” for restoring To-
rah knowledge that has been learned but forgotten. As the
Gemara explains (Kesubos 103b): ,x»rt »31b% X2 321 15 "nx”
“Han Y K3 YRAWR 1IN nonw WY o ORT AR 21T 1
»y1n—Rabbi Chanina said to Rabbi Chiya: Do you dare ar-
gue with me? If, chas v’shalom, Torah was forgotten from
Yisrael, I would restore it through my exegesis (pilpul).
We see that expositions and analyses of Torah possess the
fantastic power of restoring Torah knowledge that has been
lost and forgotten. In a similar vein, we learn in the Gemara
(Temurah 16a): -wi mabn oAby ey YRIMY (8K 717101 39 N7
12 HRMANY 1T 10 0 BY AN LIMAN 937 AN LLwh DY bas vnva ren
"i51aya 7inn np—Rav Yehudah said in the name of Shmuel:
Three thousand halachot were forgotten during the days
of mourning over Moshe. .. Rabbi Abahu said: Neverthe-
less, they were restored by Otniel ben Kenaz, by means of
his erudition (pilpul).

Now, when we consider the difference between the olive
itself and the oil that comes out of the olive, we find a signifi-
cant difference. The oil is concealed and confined within the
olive. Extracting the oil is a strenuous process that requires
crushing the olive in a mortar or press. In truth, a lazy person
doesn’t bother to extract the oil from the olive; he simply con-
sumes the olive as is, with the oil confined within.

In this light, we can interpret Rabbi Yochanan's statement:
“Just as the olive causes the forgetting of seventy years of
Torah-study”—the olive symbolizes the study of Torah with-
out any exertion; studied in this manner, the Torah is not re-
tained, it is forgotten. However: “Similarly, olive-oil restores
seventy years of Torah-study”—because olive oil symbolizes
aperson’s exertion and toil in his Torah study, utilizing the pow-
er of “pilpul”; he pounds the topics thoroughly, dissects them
and reconstructs them, asks questions and answers them, until
the subject matter is as clear as pure olive oil.

“Remember the Torah of Moshe My servant”
Alludes to the Power of “Pilpul”
Bequeathed to Moshe

We have learned in the Gemara (Nedarim 38a) that at
Matan Torah, HKB”H bequeathed the elements of in-depth
Torah study and “pilpul” solely to Moshe and his offspring.
Nevertheless, Moshe generously shared them with Yisrael.
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Regarding Moshe and his generosity, the passuk says (Mishlei
22, 9): ™2 811 1y 210"—one with a good (generous) eye,
he will be blessed. For, Moshe understood that without the
element of “pilpul,” which demands Torah-study with exer-
tion, the Torah would not endure and be retained by Yisrael.
As we learned above, the Torah only endures via self-sacrifice,
which involves “pilpul.” To ensure the continued existence of
Torah, Moshe generously shared his gift with Yisrael.

This provides us with a very nice interpretation of Hash-
em’s words delivered by the navi (Malachi 3, 22): fwna nain st
"RURwRT RPN YR U3 TP 371113 1NN 2N WK *1ay—remember
the Torah of Moshe My servant, which I commanded him
at Chorev for all of Yisrael—its decrees and its statutes.
HKB”H hints to us that itis impossible to remember and retain
the Torah, like olive-oil that facilitates the memory, unless we
employ the gift of “pilpul” given to us by Moshe Rabeinu. This
is the message conveyed by HKB”H: “Remember the Torah
of Moshe My servant”—when studying Torah, remember to
engage in “pilpul,” the gift bequeathed to you by My servant,
Moshe; for, in that merit, you will remember the Torah you
have learned.

We have now gained a better understanding of the mitz-
vah of kindling the menorah in the Beis HaMikdash: qn15yna”
"R1I2T NY3W 1N 1R 0n Ym Yy nrmen nx. Seeing as the Torah
is only retained by someone who sacrifices himself for her
sake—studying Torah by engrossing himself in the art of “pil-
pul”—therefore, the lamps must be kindled facing the central
lamp. For, it represents Moshe Rabeinu, who bequeathed the
element of “pilpul” to Yisrael. Thus, it alludes to the fact that
the Torah can only be acquired and retained by someone who
exerts himself by employing “pilpul” when studying Torah.

Now, the Torah states explicitly: "9%n snipina ax’—if you
will follow My “chukim.” According to Rashi, this means that
you will labor in the study of Torah. We can propose that
Rashi deduces this from the fact that the passuk mentions “chu-
kim” but not “mishpatim.” In other words, the Torah is teaching
us that we must labor to attempt to clarify and comprehend
points of Torah that seem inexplicable, such as “chukim.”

This explains very nicely why we recite the formula: -w>”
TAIn arawEy YW Ry Yy apwan 11 nevn atay—the wicked
Greeks planned to make Yisrael forget His Torah. It goes on to
explain how they intended to accomplish this feat: @apnvr”

Chanukah 5779 | 4

e



712187 "pim—Dby preventing them from laboriously studying
the “chukim” of the Torah that seem incomprehensible—to
study them in depth, to clarify them and make sense of them.
They only allowed Yisrael to study the “mishpatim” of the
Torah that can be understood with simple, human intellect,
without labor and exertion. Thus, the Torah would be forgot-
ten, chas v’shalom, since the Torah is only retained by some-
one who sacrifices himself on her behalf, studying arduously
with the methodology of “pilpul.”

The Battle over Pure Oil

With what we have learned, we can begin to appreciate
the significance of the epic struggle that ensued between the
Chashmonaim and the Greeks related to the kindling of the me-
norah in the Beis HaMikdash with pure oil. As we have learned,
the oil from the olive alludes to Torah-study involving “pilpul.”
Seeing as the Greeks planned to make Yisrael forget the Torah,
they contaminated all of the oil in the Heichal, to prevent Yis-
rael from studying Torah in a state of taharah using “pilpul.”

So, when the Chashmonaim defeated the Greeks and en-
tered the Heichal, they conducted a thorough search to find
pure oil. They understood that by kindling the lamps of the
menorah with pure oil, facing the central lamp—correspond-
ing to Moshe Rabeinu, who gave Yisrael the gift of “pilpul”—
the Torah would endure. Hence, a miracle was performed on
their behalf and they found one flask of pure olive oil. Mi-
raculously, the oil lasted for eight days, until they were able to
produce a new supply of pure oil. The miracle enabled them
to light the menorah with pure oil, thereby imbuing Yisrael
with the power of “pilpul.”

This illuminates for us the words of the Rokeiach and Ra-
beinu Ephraim that HKB”H hinted to Moshe Rabeinu to give
Yisrael the mitzvah of lighting ner-Chanukah in the passuk:
"oR=w 213 nR R R, In other words, you, who generously
gifted Yisrael the Torah methodology of “pilpul,” command
them to perform the mitzvah of lighting ner-Chanukah; =1
»1r ot 1w PoR—the lamps kindled with pure, olive oil should
face the center lamp representing you. Thus, they can draw
upon your power of “pilpul” and study Torah like pure, olive
oil; "xnY nans"—pressing themselves to debate and analyze
the Torah diligently. As a result, they will merit: =2 mbyny”
»man—preventing the Torah from being forgotten and per-
petuating the Torah forevermore.
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In this manner, I would like to propose an interpretation
of the Gemara: g1 R¥1 1773 QIR RIMWR N3 N10YR 23w
"Srta 1 Yo mnins nnm enw e e ms 1a kyx—and when
the royal Chashmonean house prevailed and defeated
them, they searched and found only one flask of oil that
was concealed and embossed with the seal of the Kohen
Gadol. Let us suggest that Chazal were alluding to the fact
that the Chashmonaim miraculously found the solitary flask
of pure oil, because it was embossed with the seal of the Ko-
hen Gadol—namely, Moshe Rabeinu, who was a Kohen Gadol.
As the Gemara explains (Zevachim 101b): %12 1113 12231 nwn”
"o ponaw »wpa Pvint—Moshe Rabeinu was a Kohen Gadol
and shared in the sacrificial offerings. The Midrash states
(S-R. 37, 1): =172 maimoa mwn wasw 1373 YR 1Y MY oapaaR by
"mv—throughout the forty years that Yisrael were in the
midbar, Moshe served as a Kohen Gadol.

Now, HKB”H already said to Moshe: "mnx1"—you, who be-
queathed to Yisrael the power of “pilpul”; YR=w» »23 nx mxn”
" ot 1w PYR mp—you should transmit to them the mitzvah
of kindling the ner-Chanukah with pure oil, in order to imbue
Yisrael with the power of “pilpul.” Thus, the single flask of pure
oil was already stamped with the seal of Moshe Rabeinu—the
Kohen Gadol who gave Yisrael the gift of “pilpul.”

The Chiddush of the Pri Megadim:
We Must Study Torah with Pilpul on Chanukah

Come and see! Based on what we have learned, we can
begin to comprehend a tremendous chiddush we find in the
writings of the Pri Megadim in Eshel Avraham (0.C. 670). He
provides an explanation for the formula instituted for “Ahl
HaNissim.” It states that HKB”H delivered the Greeks into the
hands of the Chashmonaim: "n=1n spewy 122 o*11"—and the
insolent sinners into the hands of those who diligently
study Your Torah. The Pri Megadim explains the significance

of this statement:

J1IN 91373 PIOYY AT WP WS 11T 9y, NN cpoy 1 vy

I3 DYPTETAR T Ot AR 1t [pA] 8D 10 ox 12 bababy 1oy e

*12 95 DM MAN[D ,BY1AYAa BYYWT TRTIN APTIYA DNIN 101 1T 58 An1a 00
abIpn InRY oyw ayw XY Npeani NNt nrmy opu opu Xew

HKB”H sanctified us with His mitzvos and commanded us to
study the Torah analytically and in depth and to engage in dia-
lectic and debate—“pilpul.” So, not only did He deliver the inso-
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lent sinners into the hands of the those who diligently observe
the “chukim,” but He delivered them into the hands of those
who are engrossed in Torah-study and revel in their “pilpul.”

Based on this notion, the Pri Megadim concludes by stating
that one must study Torah with “pilpul” on Chanukah. Ap-
parently, this is the basis for the minhag of those Rabbis who
customarily deliver a “pilpul” on Chanukah. Since the Greeks
attempted to make Yisrael forget and abandon the Torah by
preventing them from studying Torah with “pilpul”—clari-
fying points of law that were inexplicable—therefore, the
Chashmonaim succeeded in defeating the Greeks with the
power of Torah-study with “pilpul.” For this reason, they in-
stituted the formula: "n=1n >pEy 772 *111"—to emphasize that
the Greeks were defeated specifically by those who engage in
Torah-study with “pilpul.”

With this in mind, we can understand what the Bnei Yis-
saschar (Kislev-Teves 2, 12) presents in the name of the great
Rabbi Pinchas of Koritz, zy”a. They instituted the lighting of
thirty-six candles on Chanukah corresponding to the thirty-
six tractates (masechtot) of Torah she’b’al peh. This makes

Shvilei Pinches

perfect sense, because, as explained, all of Torah she’b’al peh,
which consists of thirty-six tractates, represents “pilpul” of
the Torah. The sages of the Talmud analyze and clarify all of
the halachot in the Torah.

Let us summarize. The Greeks attempted to make Yis-
rael abandon and forget Hashem'’s Torah by preventing them
from engaging in Torah-study involving in-depth analysis
and “pilpul.” This is why they contaminated all of the oil in
the Heichal; they did not want the Jews to kindle the meno-
rah with pure oil, symbolic of Torah-study with “pilpul”—
analogous to extracting oil from the olive. In the merit of the
Chashmonaim studying Torah with the methodology of “pil-
pul,” HKB”H performed a miracle on their behalf; they found
one remaining, hidden flask of pure oil and the evil Greeks
were delivered into their righteous, meritorious hands: >
mnin spey 2. Therefore, they instituted lighting thirty-six
candles corresponding to the thirty-six masechtot of Torah
she’b’al peh—representing the power of “pilpul” that Moshe

Rabeinu bequeathed to Yisrael.
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

T his Parsha, and the next one, describe Yoseph’s rise to power. He faced
several obstacles which set him back. He began by trying to guide his
brothers, rebuking them, and telling their father what they did wrong. This
resulted in Yoseph’s being sold as a slave. He was placed in charge of Potifar’s home,
and later found himself in jail. There is a powerful lesson that can be learned for
individuals and, more importantly, for parents, from Yoseph’s life.

Yoseph is called a Na’ar, a young boy, in the beginning of the Parsha. The Malbim, in
Sefer Shmuel, translates the word Na’ar as one who is emerging, literally, to “turn
over”.Teenagers are individuals whose strengths are beginning to emerge, and it is
natural for them to “try” out those strengths. However, as with most beginners,
they fall, pick themselves up, maybe fall again, and keep picking themselves up. Great
men don’t necessarily get it right the first time. Great men work until they get it
right.

Yoseph’s first attempt at leadership focused, in part, on his outward appearance.
As Rashi says, he combed his hair, and focused on looking like a leader. In Potifar’s
home, he continued to focus on outward appearances, and forgot that Yaakov was
mourning for him. Sometimes people have to miscalculate twice about the same

subject, under the belief that the second time they are doing it correctly. When in
jail, he miscalculated the sensitive balance between Bitochen, faith, and Hishtadlus
(personal effort), when he asked Pharoh’s butler to be an intermediary for him.

People must try to focus on the subject in which they failed, and try again. Doing
this will allow them to reach their maximum potential. I'm suggesting to parents,
and Mechanchim, that they accept their children’s failures as part of a process, and
not as a disappointment.

Areivim’s 18th Annual Dinner will take place this Motzei Shabbos,
December Ist,in Ateres Charna, Spring Valley N.Y.The reception begins
at 7:30, the event begins at 8:15. ’m asking my readers to support
Areivim and its honorees: Mr. and Mrs.Tzvi Brown, Rabbi and Mrs.Yosef
Leibovitch, and Mr. and Mrs. David Namtalov. Our guest speaker is the
well-known mental health professional, Dr. David Pelcovitz. Help Areivim

continue to make one person healthy at a time.

I look forward to greeting you personally.

The Art of Subtlety & How Areivim Incorporates it into its Work sy rabbi shmuel Gluck

uring the week preceding our annual dinner, | traditionally divert
D from my usual Chinuch discussions and discuss Areivim and its
important community work. | hope that you, the readers, will
indulge me again this week. However, this article will include a
Chinuch thought that will provide sound advice for people to use in their

homes and in schools.

What grabs people’s attention more: a person
who is deathly ill and recovers or a person who
is consistently healthy? People prefer to never
become ill, but only appreciate Hashem when he
makes them sick and then heals them.

This is the nature of people.When people get what
they want, like a quiet, uneventful, life, they take it
for granted and don’t believe that there is anyone
to appreciate for giving it to them. In addition,
they believe that “nothing good ever happens to
them”. It’s the near-failures, followed by the eventual successes, which garner
people’s attention and appreciation. Despite this, while they are celebrating
their successes, those people will tell others that they would prefer a boring

life. For most people, Hashem makes their lives look easy.

The ability to make everything look easy is an important marital, parenting,

“Personal ] ourneys have been
7lnman'zu{, but t[m; re 01¢ll7 A
necessary evil, and not Samet[u'ng
of which to be prowd. At-risk
orgAniZations sometimes farget that it

is actunlly an indication of failure.”

and general life skill. Despite its importance, people who make things look
easy often go unnoticed and are underappreciated. People notice those who
seem to “come to life” during crisis, and ignore those who handle that same
crisis without asking, or receiving, attention. Who gets a bonus? It takes an
astute boss to realize that the real hero is the subtle person, the one who
allowed the business to run uninterrupted, and who kept the office’s stress
levels low.

Some people have told me that they could
accomplish their job description, and other
responsibilities, towards their coworkers/family/
friends in a manner that looks easy, but choose to
make a scene, in order to get noticed.They believe
they have “no choice” but to make a scene. And,
while | understand this decision, | believe that they
are “selling themselves out”, and acting with less
dignity than they should.

Areivim offers subtle, and often boring, advice.At first glance, our advice may
seem to be “too little, too late”.We choose the subtle approach because it
works, and just as importantly, it minimizes the disruption in the home.

For example, | believe, that whenever possible, it is best to keep students

in the same school, even if in hindsight, the parents should never have
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chosen that school in the first place. Instead of being the heroes, indignantly
pulling their child out of school, | suggest that, whenever possible, parents
maintain the status quo and offer outside support to aid their child, while
continuing to remain in the same school. They can reconsider their choice
of schools before the next school year. My subtle approach may cause me to
appear timid, as if I’'m not doing everything that I'm able to do, and that my
organization doesn’t care enough to do what needs to be done.

The “price” that Areivim pays is that we place ourselves at risk of seeming
to be simpletons, nice people, who don’t know how to do as much as other
organizations. Here’s another example: | take several boys for lunch almost
every week. Our conversations are often playful, with only a little time spent
on “heavy” topics. It may seem as if I'm wasting my time. However, | know
the boys’ backgrounds, and | know that they are attending class, and, for the
first time, they aren’t insisting on switching schools. While it may appear as
if I'm not doing anything, there’s a significant effort necessary to ensure that
something negative doesn’t happen. Areivim is keeping them healthy
before they get sick, instead of curing them after allowing them to
get sick again.

| have learned that people’s approaches to problem solving is often shaped
like a diamond, narrow on the bottom, thicker in the center, and narrow
again at the top. Those people who know only little about a subject tend to
oversimplify what needs to take place.This is the narrow part of the diamond
on the bottom. Those who understand the crisis industry are able to take
apart, and then recreate, a person, machine, or business. That’s the thick
part of the diamond. The real Maiven is able to keep the existing structure
intact, and allow what’s beautiful to emerge, with little intervention, creating a

successfully finished product (the teenager, young adult, or marriage), without

having to take it apart and put it back together. That’s the narrow top part
of the diamond.

Our philosophy of subtlety extends to how we present ourselves to the
community. Although we see our fair share of complex situations, our
marketing approach doesn’t highlight the extreme cases, such as teens and
young adults who end up in jail, hospital, etc., as if they are daily occurrences.
We are happy to talk about the teenagers who we helped stay in the school
system, instead of talking about the ones we pulled out of the system and
supported during their “personal journey”. Personal journeys have been
glamorized, but they’re only a necessary evil, and not something of
which to be proud. At-risk organizations sometimes forget that it
is actually an indication of failure.

| recently read a quote, which was scribbled on a bombed-out wall during
one of the Iraqi wars. It read:“America is not at war. The Marine Corps is at
war. America is at the mall.” Many people are sports spectators, but believe
that it is “their” team,and that “they” won or lost. Other people look at them
as if they are naive, and maybe a little dishonest with themselves, for believing

that they are anything more than spectators.

Areivim is at war; and we are proud to be on the front lines.VWe don’t need
spectators, people who are in the malls talking about their teams. We need
backup, and | am respectfully asking our readers to step forward. Please
contribute what you can financially and by attending our Annual Dinner or,

preferably, by doing both.

Story from "Torah Tavlin™ By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman

he Torah relates in great detail how Yosef searched for his brothers and
eventually found them in Dosan.When they saw him coming towards them,
they plotted against him to kill him: “mmn% IMX 1721n'1”. Rashi makes
a mystifying denotation from these words: “I'7% 17D iny iAX M> iNX” -
“(The word) inX is like iINX meaning iny - as if to say 17X (towards him).” Many
commentators struggle to provide an explanation to this terse statement of Rashi.

In relation to this Rashi, an unbelievable story is cited in numerous sources,
including “Shem HaGedolim” of the Chid’a,“Tzror Hamor” of R’ Yosef Sabo ZT”L, and
“Aisan HaMizrachi” of R’ Avraham Rappaport ZT” L of Lvov.To preface this story, it is
noteworthy to mention a related story involving the renowned Tzaddik and Mekubal,
R’ Shimshon of Ostropol ZT”L HY”D (was killed Al Kiddush Hashem by the Cossacks
during the years of 1608-1609 - U“NI N“N). It is told that R’ Shimshon, who was totally
familiar with the secrets of Kabbalah, and authored two seforim on Kabbalah, decided
one day to compile a complete kabbalistic commentary on the Talmud, to illuminate
the secret and hidden meanings of this enormous body of Jewish learning. With the
assistance of a number of other mekubalim, they made good use of their extensive
knowledge of esoteric wisdom and completed the complex work after considerable
labor.

However; R’ Shimshon was a holy Tzaddik who strove for complete truth, and he
subjected the writings to the test of a dream, a DI7N N'7'Xkw, and the answer he got to
his question was that the work was too lengthy and elaborate.

Together with his kabbalistic friends, he began the process of cutting and editing until
he was able to make it considerably shorter.Then, he posed the question again, but the
answer that came back was the same: it was still too long.

Again and again, he cut the work down, but each time, the response was that it was
not sufficiently precise and clear.When R’ Shimshon had made the manuscript as short
and concise as he could, he discovered that what he had written was the commentary
of Rashi, the great Rabbeinu Shlomo Yitzchaki ZT”L, the accepted commentary on the
Talmud.

How did Rashi come to his great knowledge of the hidden and revealed portions
of the Torah and Talmud? The story that is quoted in the above-mentioned sources is

0'119 |n"0...N12N NN

that a Kabbalist by the name of Nachman bar Shmuel wished to learn the source of
Rashi’s wisdom and prostrated himself in prayer by the gravesite of Rashi for many
days and nights.

Suddenly, he saw smoke rising from Rashi’s grave and a streak of fire burst forth. He
heard an otherworldly voice ring out:“You are not like Rashi, for he gave his entire life
over to the words of Torah and he greatly increased Torah amongst the Jewish people.
Stop your tears and supplications, for the gates of tears (niynT "yw) have been shut
before you.”

Nachman bar Shmuel did not give up.“How can it be,” he asked, “that | have no
recourse? Why are the gates locked?”

A vision was then shown to him but he did not recognize it nor understand its
meaning. With great trepidation and fear, he decided to throw caution to the wind.
“Please,” he shouted, with tears rolling down his cheeks, “if | am deemed a Torah
scholar in your eyes, allow me to learn the secrets of the righteous, for Tzaddikim are
considered alive even after their deaths.”

A second burst of flame arose from the grave, and the voice rang out,“Now, hear it
from the mouth of Rashi himself.”

“l am Shlomo ben Yitzchok,” began a soft, pleasant voice. | fasted 613 consecutive
fasts, aside for Shabbosos and Yomim Tovim, until | was able to produce my commentary
on the Written and Oral portions of the Torah.The Heavenly Tribunal found favor with
me, but the accusatory angel argued with the Holy One Blessed be He, until the son of
Amram (Moshe Rabbeinu) came along and explained the words ‘Inx 172101’ as follows:
Praiseworthy is Shlomo ben Yitzchok whose sole intention is for the sake of Heaven.
‘IMX 172101’ - He has already taken the portions of Avraham,Yitzchok and Yaakov, ‘INnx
Ny’ - | already gave him my portion, ‘I'7X MI?’ - in other words, | gave the Almighty’s
portion to him.”

The voice of Rashi went on to say that if one understands this, he will ascertain
many of the secrets of life, in this world and in the next, including the war of Gog and
Magog, and the death of Moshiach ben Yosef.Who can fathom the greatness of the holy
Tzaddik, Rashi?
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Concerning the story of Yehudah and Tamar, the Medrash comments that Hashem says |
know the thoughts of man: The Shevatim are occupied with the selling of Yosef, Yosef was
busy with his fasting and sackcloth, Reuven was occupied with his sackcloth and fasting,
Yehudah was busy getting himself a wife, and Hashem was occupied in creating the light of
Moshiach, and thus we have the episode of Yehudah and Tamar. The Medrash is telling us
that everyone of the above was doing his thing at this particular time in history, yet Hashem
knows the inner thoughts of man and it was through the actions of specifically Yehudah that
Hashem brought the light of the geulah. What was so significant about Yehudah's actions and
what were his inner thoughts that he alone was the one who merited becoming the source
of Moshiach?

The Rebbe Bunim of Peshischa explains that after Yehudah's suggestion to his brothers of
selling Yosef was executed, Yehudah fell into deep remorse. The brothers blamed him for the
selling of Yosef as they watched the agony of their father over the untimely loss of their son
and because of which they lowered him from any prestigious esteem that he possessed
amongst them. Yet within Yehudah's present caved in world and devastation, he nevertheless
was able to strengthen himself not to despair and become hopeless. He then decided that he
had no other choice but to start his spiritual journey with Hashem once again from the very
beginning with the first mitzvah in the Torah, which is to be fruitful and multiply and he began
searching for a wife. Yehudah said to himself that there is nothing to gain by living the present
in the framework of his past failures by which he is haunted by guilt and self hate. He must
live in the present and future where he can dispel the darkness with a new ray of light. This
resolve is hinted in his name nTIn' which has the name of 'In' and the letter "7 T which
means poor and lacking. Even though Yehudah through his choices made his present
condition poor in virtues, he nevertheless believed that there still remains a present and
future with Hashem and he must overcome his spiritual poverty. This decision and action
withstanding Yehudah's lowly state of spirit, was deemed so spectacular in the eyes of
Hashem, that He decided that the lineage from which the Moshiach will stem will come from
Yehudah. For like Yehudah, Moshiach will herald into the world an incredible light which will
eradicate all forlornness and hopelessness forever.

Chazal tell us that Hashem created worlds and then destroyed them for they did not find favor
in his eyes until he reached the creation of this world in which we live in. What was Hashem
trying to demonstrate with this scenario for certainly He could have gotten it right even the
first time? He desired to show that even if the personal world that one builds falls apart and
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he regrets his past actions, it does not mean that he should perceive himself as a total failure
and stop living. Rather, he must start once again and then again with renewed efforts and
hope, until he climbs out from under the Churban and rebuild his world and get it right. If one
can muster up the courage and not look backwards at the ashes, then he is considered as if
he was walking in the ways of his creator by listening to His message set forth at the time of
creation. Keep on building no matter how many failures one experiences. The passuk (lyuv 41
3) n7wuXI ' T7n M who preceded Me and | will pay reward. The interpretation is that if
anyone proceeds to look before the scene of My creation of this world, and realizes that |
created other worlds previously which were destroyed, will merit to be rewarded with
shelaimus. For prior to this world that we live in, Hashem created other worlds and destroyed
them to teach us the lesson of never to give up until you reach the level of achievement for
which you are seeking.
We usually read this parsha of Yehudah and Tamar at Chanukah time. Chanukah is also a story
of a small group of individuals whose glorious world caved in and yet they girded themselves
with the fortitude to focus on bringing light instead of wallowing in their gloom. If they would
have made calculations debating whether they should wage war against the great powerful
well trained Greek Army they would have already thrown up their hands in defeat even before
they started. If they would have analyzed the past and present spiritual state of Am Yisrael
they would have come to the conclusion that there is no future and it is already all over why
fight. If they did not possess the supernatural determination to find undefiled oil they would
have given up searching for it and the miracle of the Menorah would not have happened. But
they were like Yehudah who did not bemoan his n'"77 - losses and churban, but rather rallied
to the cry of "2% 'n7 m we must do for the sake of Hashem's name irrelevant if we are
successful or not. Using the four letters of Hashem's name n'In, three tenses can be created;
N'N past, nIn present, and n'n' future. To be imprisoned by one's past without the
hopefulness of the present and future is to fail to identify with Hashem. As my son in law Rav
Yoni Fisher Shlita succinctly said, one must strive to be a Warrior and not a Worrier.
This concept is alluded to in the passuk (Tehillim 9,11) 7'wIT NATY X7 ' AW 'WTI' )2 1INV
N'In Those who connect to Your Name will put their trust in You because those that seek You
never left You. Even those, who after being spiritually bankrupt and would have normally
thrown in the towel of their relationship to Torah and Mitzvos fulfillment, nevertheless if they
know Your Name they will never surrender to cease trying. The reason is because they are
doreshei n'in, they "expound" on the Name of n'In which displays three tenses. The present
and future tenses of Hashem's Name talk to even those individuals who are in a state of
spiritual vacuums with gaping holes and inspire them to become holy.
The Trisker Maggid finds this theme stated in the opening of portion of Chanukah in Meseches
Shabbos 21b nnynNn7? X771 1IN T90™M7 K77 [12'R N2IINT MI* 1702 0" 227 1INT NdIN ‘RN
[IN2 Chanukah are days upon which one is prohibited to eulogize and fast. He explains this
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statement with an esoteric meaning. On Chanukah one is prohibited to eulogize and feel
anguish over his personal past deeds but rather to be inspired to begin once again avodas
Hashem and the fulfillment of mitzvos. The word n211n means beginning and dedication. This
is what this Yom Tov teaches us.
This is the why the Halacha of lighting the Chanukah Lights should be done and placed at the
doorway N7T. It is to demonstrate that even though one is in a depressed state because of
his spiritual poverty and churban, he must nevertheless remind himself of, and strengthen
himself from, the Chanukah victory over Am Yisrael's insurmountable adversaries and start
again advancing "one light at a time".
The passuk says (Tehillim 91,14) maw yT D IN2AWNI INV79XI pwN ' D If one has a deep desire
for me, | will save him and elevate him because he knew My name. Even the ones who feel
like an outcast, if they know My name which accentuates the present and the future besides
the past, then they will have a renewed desire for Me and seek nnxin which is the gematriah
?Wn ' D together with its four letters. This is from where Yehudah derived his inspiration
and sought the NnX which means to start once again from the basics as it says 02T WX
NnK that the beginning is where one can find the NnK. For Yehudah it was in the first mitzvah
of 1111 N9. Everyone has to decide personally where his point of beginning is. The passuk then
promises that Hashem will reward Yehudah and the such with a personal geulah and with a
national geulah n'wnin TIT |2 (including the three words) which is the gematriah of mw v
which shares the same gematriah. The words mw y T also adds up to n'77. The lighting of the
Chanukah Licht shows that this Yom Tov tells us to stop being tense about one's past and
rather take advantage of the accessibility to start a new tense of the present and the future
with hope and aspirations for a deeper and more meaningful relationship with Hashem.
So we can glean from all of the above that if one wants to LIVE to the fullest he should not
look backwards at his EVIL (live spelled backwards) or VILE moral shortcomings. By doing so,
it can create a VEIL between your self - created darkness and the light that is produced by
moving forward towards returning to Hashem. Rather look "a head" to the nnx 12T WK
and start from this very moment to make a small change, one light at a time.
This "MK can be ignited by renewing one's commitment to learning Torah. Start again from
the very beginning if need be. The first letter of the Aseres Hadibros is the aleph of 'K, the
first letter of Mishnayos is the n of 'mn'kn, and the first letter of gemarah which is a n of Xan
which spell together nnx. The flask of oil was sealed with the nnin of the Kohen Gadol.
Hashem's seal is nnX. It's a time to start again which will give you a gain of tremendous
proportions. One light at a time, and one word at a time. For the lights of Chanukah lie in the
words of Torah.
Gut Shabbos
Rav Brazil
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Dovid Gurwitz
Parshas Vayeshev

Sweat and Tears and the Soul of Chanukah

There are two episodes in Parshas Vayeshev with distinct, articulated forms of sadness. The first
is when Yaakov said, “I will go to my grave mourning for my son. And his father wept -
vayabuch eso”. The second is when Yosef saw the baker and the butler depressed - zo’afim.

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l opens whole new worlds for us as he develops the fascinating
word etymology of these two words. In both, he finds a deep connection to the soul, which just
happens to be one of the lessons of Chanukah. Ner Hashem Nishmas Adam.

Bachu - crying - is related to bekah, split, pekah, open, and pekaech, burst open - all
expressing breaking free from the inside. Bachu es means the following: continuously weeping
over the thing itself, keeping it in one’s heart, maintaining this sadness, and expressing it in a
tear. It is interesting that the English word tear - as in crying - also means ripping open.

Here, Rav Hirsch, the true poet of the souls, expresses one of his most memorable insights:
Tears coming out - bachu yoztai — sound like breaking - bekah - through with sweat - yazeh.
Tears, he says, are the sweat of a working soul, and “sweat” is the “tears” of a working body!

That wisdom is worth repeating, slowly: Tears, he says, are the sweat of a working soul, and
“sweat” is the “tears” of a working body!

Later, in analyzing zayef, Rav Hirsch relates it to tzayef, cover, from which we get tzeuf - veil.
Tzeuf means the external veiling of the face, and zayuf means the veiling of the face from within.
The appearance of a troubled face, he writes, is as if something there was asleep; the soul, the
life, is missing from it, since its ordinary liveliness is veiled.

How does this “breaking free and veiling” relate to Chanukah?

Let’s first see some hints to Chanukah. The beginning sentence in this parsha has seven words:
“Vayeshev Yaacov b’eretz megori aviv b’eretz Canaan”, which means: Yaakov settled in the land
of his father’s journeys, in the land of Canaan. The value of the last letters of these seven
Hebrew words - Bais (2), Bais (2), Tzadi (90), Yud (10), Vav (6), Tzadi (90), Nun (50) - add up
exactly to 250, which is the value of the word Ner!

Second, we see something amazing in the group of first letters as well as the group of last letters
of Maoz Tzur Y’shuasi Lecha Na'eh L’shabeiach — each group also adds up exactly to 250, Ner!

Third, the word tzeuf - veil — also has a value of 250! We learn from here one reason why a
woman covers her face when she lights candles!
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How can we access the compressed energy in ourselves? How can lights — candles - contain such
compressed energy? The answer is that lights are mirrors of our soul. HaShemen - the oil - is
made up of the same letters as neshama - soul.

The fact that the Greeks — whom, as we stated in an earlier piece, the world sadly remembers in
museums primarily as an elevated people - forced the Torah to be translated by 70 rabbaim in
separate rooms, is an example of their attempt to compress Divine thought into a restricted
vessel - human wisdom.

This echoes what is described regarding Yoseph, the main focus of this week’s parsha, who was
put in a pit by his brothers, after his relating of dreams whereby they would be subservient to
him, and then, later, put in a dungeon in Egypt. He was continually compressed. Yet Yoseph rose
from every situation to become, amidst the spiritual darkness of each setting, the controller of
the wealth of the entire world. One of the meanings of Yoseph is to gather, to complete.

Yoseph also represents our hidden powers to refocus, regroup, rededicate - chinuch - against all
odds. That is one of the deeper reasons why Yoseph is so connected to Chanukah, even though
his life preceded the events of Chanukah by over a thousand years.

We can begin to see the power of compression when we look at other examples in our lives. We
see compression when we exercise our bodies. Strength increases only against pressure. We see
compression when we move a large computer program or window from its position on the screen
to the bottom of the screen, with one click. We see compression when we think about one small
urn of untainted oil found in the Beis Hamikdash by the Chashmonayim.

Think about the idea of compression in our lives. Perhaps the greatest physical example in our
memory was the atomic bomb. It led to the end of the war, and forever changed the landscape
towards warfare. Compression technology is presently enabling the amount of data that passes
through various physical conduits to increase at tremendous rates.

Compression also permits us to adapt our own self-adjustment mechanisms. It can also be seen
by the amount of practice a person needs in order to perfect or improve a skill. The process
there is slower, and affected by the accumulation of little steps, but it is still compression.

By the eighth day of Chanukah, we are lighting the last of the thirty-six candles. One plus
two...etc....up to 36, equals 666, which is the value of the word rechilus, tale bearing. We can
perhaps use the cumulative effect of the lights as a way to help ourselves release compression of
external pressures to stop speaking improperly. The Chanukah lights help us to do so.

The word Chanukah also teaches us about the lights. The positional gematria of the five letters
Ches (8th letter in aleph - beis), Nun (14th letter, ) Vav (6th letter), Cuf (9th letter), and Heh
(5th letter) equals 44, the number of lights we use including the Shamesh, throughout
Chanukah. When we spell out the five letters comprising the word Chanukah - Ches (Ches Taf),
Nun (Nun, Nun), Vav (Vav, Vav), Chaf (Chaf, Peh) and Heh (Heh, Heh), we find something
astounding:

The value of the inside letters - Taf (400), Nun (50), Vav (6), Peh (80), and Heh (5) - add up to
541, the value of....Yisraell The inside hidden part of a word - the soul of the word - is the value
of the spelled out letters. The soul of the word Chanukah is ......... Yisroel. This echoes the changed
name of Yaakov to Yisrael, which we discussed in Parshas Vayishlach. No wonder Jews of all
types of religious practice still observe Chanukah.

The number of nightly Chanukah candles that we light increases. The word for tears - demai -
when they are rearranged, forms the word amidah. Tears also stand up for us, in hashomayim,
which is the same value as the word neshama.

May we contemplate and merit greater connection and growth through Chanukah licht to our
neshama.

N1 na nabn anbw amea mary  Sponsored and Printed by: www.ramapost.com RAMA



(U ERARRNS

N THE TORAH

Parashas Vayeishev

v"ywn

2w WD

...DDWA DITIAN IRT NR NIYIR PR 199K NP 1NN 1957

AT AYN 710 WOR INIRN
Now, his brothers went to pasture their father's flock in Shechem.
(37:12)..... A man discovered him, and behold! — He was blundering
in the field. (37:15)

Clearly, the entire debacle concerning Yosef and his
brothers is cloaked in profound esoteric secrecy. All we can do is to
derive snippets of ethical lessons which we should incorporate into
our lives. Perhaps the most powerful and illuminating statement
made by Chazal is the following: “The tribes/brothers were occupied
with the sale of Yosef; Yosef himself was absorbed b’sako
u’b’taaniso, in his sackcloth and fasting; Reuven, as well, was
immersed in a state of penitence; so, too, was Yaakov Avinu;
Yehudah was engaged in the process of looking for a wife. Last — and
most important — was Hashem, Who was involved in creating the
future light of Moshiach Tziddkeinu.”

Tzaros, troubles. Everyone is going through some sort of
travail — or, at least, that is how it appears. Yosef is suffering. Yaakov
is suffering. The Shevatim are certainly not happy with what they are
compelled to do. Reuven has his troubles. Yehudah does not fare
well. Hashem Yisborach manipulates everything for one purpose: to
prepare the way for Moshiach. Chazal conclude, “This teaches us
that before the first oppressor was created, the final redeemer had
already been created.”

Three times, the Torah writes that Yosef had some sort of
an encounter with an ish, “man”: Va’yimtzaeihu ish, “A man
discovered him” (ibid 37:15); Vayishaleihu ha’ish, “The man asked
him” (ibid 37:15); Va’yomer ha’ish, “The man said” (ibid 37:17). This
was not a human encounter. Chazal say that he was an Angel
(Gavriel) in the likeness of a man. Horav Yechezkel Abramsky, zl,
suggests that since Yosef is the one who was lost, it should have
written, Va’yimtza ish, “And he (Yosef) met/discovered a man.” Why
does the Torah write that the man discovered him (Yosef)?

This, explains Rav Abramsky, is how we know that it was an
angel in the likeness of a man who sought out Yosef. The Malach,
angel, was dispatched by Hashem for a purpose. Everything is
guided by Divine Providence. Yosef was “sent” to Egypt by Divine
agency, in order to bring the Shechinah, Divine Presence, to Egypt in
preparation for the descent of Yaakov and his family to the country
that would be their home for 210 years. This was the beginning of
their exile. Everything has a reason. Nothing happens by chance. We
should not err and think that angels were dispatched only in days of
old. No, says Horav Reuven Karlinstein, zl, every step of our lives is
Divinely guided for a reason and purpose. At times, we realise this
only many years later. Those who live their lives with their eyes open
might even “sense” the angels during their encounter.

1257 DR J2IN9 2N
Reuven returned to the pit. (37:29)

Where was Reuven (that he had to “return”)? Rabbi Eliezer
(Midrash) says, “Reuven was occupied with fasting; he was dressed
in sackcloth as penitence for changing the placement of his father’s
bed. Hashem (in accepting Reuven’s repentance) said to him, ‘From
the beginning of time, there has not been anyone who had
transgressed and repented. You are the first one. As reward, your

descendant will stand and declare/exhort the people to
return/repent.’”” This is a reference to the Navi Hoshea, a
descendant of Reuven, who proclaimed, Shuvu Yisrael ad Hashem
Elokecha, “Return Yisrael to Hashem, your G-d.” This Midrash begs
elucidation. Was Reuven the first to repent? What about Kayin, who
repented? Furthermore, Chazal teach that Adam HaRishon also
repented. Why is Reuven singled out as the first penitent when, in
fact, two others preceded him?

The commentators, each in his own inimitable manner,
distinguish between the varied approaches to teshuvah manifest by
Adam, Kayin and Reuven. The Brisker Rav, zl, offers a novel
understanding of Reuven’s teshuvah. Reuven was about to perform
the mitzvah of hatzolas nefashos, saving his brother’s life. This was
no ordinary mitzvah (not that any mitzvah may be called “ordinary”).
Saving a life is saving a world; he was saving all future generations
that would descend from Yosef. Reuven wanted to be sure that this
mitzvah was executed b’shleimus, complete perfection. People often
perform mitzvos assuming that they are doing something special,
wonderful and great, when, in fact, the end result of this mitzvah is
far from laudatory. Thus, to ensure that there would be no errors,
Reuven wanted to purge himself of any vestige of sin.

This form of teshuvah is unlike any teshuvah previously
performed. This was not teshuvah to expunge a previous sin; rather,
this was teshuvah prior to a mitzvah, for the express purpose of
perfecting the upcoming mitzvah. This is the meaning of Hashem’s
declaration to Reuven, Atah posachta liteshuvah techilah, “You
‘opened’ with repentance “first.” Prior to you, no one had thought of
repenting before carrying out a mitzvah. You taught the world that if
one wants to perfect the performance of a mitzvah, he must first be
pristine, cleansed of sin. This can only be done through prophylactic
teshuvah. This is the meaning of Hoshea’s proclamation Shuvah
Yisrael ad Hashem Elokecha, “Before you go approach Hashem, i.e.,
perform a mitzvah, repent, so that your mitzvah will be complete
and perfect.” Pouring wine from a filthy pitcher is clearly not the
same as pouring from a pitcher that is pristine of all dirt. Should
mitzvah performance be any different?

Perhaps we can offer an alternative explanation for Reuven
receiving the accolade of “first repenter.” While he was preceded in
repentance by Adam and Kayin, Reuven’s teshuvah was unique, so
that it earned him the distinction of being the first to repent. Adam
and Kayin repented their defined sin. Reuven’s sin was not defined.
The Torah writes, Vayeilech Reuven, vayishkav es Leah, “Reuven
went and lay with Leah” (Bereishis 35:22). Actually, what had
transpired was quite different. Following Rachel Imeinu’s death,
Yaakov Avinu established his primary residence in Bilhah’s tent.
Reuven considered this an affront to his mother, Leah Imeinu. In
order to defend his mother’s honour, he took the initiative to move
his father’s bed to Leah’s tent. The Torah implies Reuven’s act was
an egregious sin, when, in fact, it was a grave error motivated by
impetuosity and righteous indignation over what he perceived to be
his mother’s shame. Nonetheless, our great leaders are held to a
higher, more exacting standard — one that transforms an error into a
grievous sin.

Having said this, we may now view Reuven’s teshuvah in a
different light. He did not simply repent his indiscretion, his error in
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judgment. Reuven repented the grievous sin as described by the
Torah. His teshuvah was above and beyond the pale of his sin,
because he understood how his error would be viewed in a
perspective consistent with his lofty spiritual plateau. His was not
the average teshuvah. His repentance set a standard, which raised
the barometer of teshuvah to a higher bar. Veritably, that is the way
it should be, since the effect and repercussion of a sin is not a “one
size fits all” phenomenon.

N DR AT TN RIT DY 0N
It was at that time that Yehudah went down from his brothers. (38:1)

The Midrash Tanchuma explains the juxtaposition of
Yehudah’s marriage, upon the loss of his wife and two sons, and
upon the incident of Yosef’s sale, with Yehudah being the one to
inform Yaakov Avinu of Yosef’s death. Hashem said to Yehudah, “You
have yet to father children; thus, you do not know what raising
children and losing them means, the accompanying pain and sorrow.
Yet, you were the one to inform your father that a wild animal had
killed/torn his son apart. You must now experience the pain of losing
a child. Therefore, you will marry and father two sons, whom you
will subsequently bury. Then you will realise the pain that you
caused your father.

Horav A. Henach Lebowitz, zl, expounds on this Midrash. It
may be implied from Chazal that the reason Yehudah had no qualms
about informing Yaakov about Yosef’s tragic (fictional) encounter
with a wild animal was that Yehudah did not know what it meant to
have — and then lose — a child. Despite Yehudah’s greatness, his
peerless wisdom and distinction of being second to Yaakov in Torah
knowledge, without personal experience he was unable to
empathise properly. Yehudah had to experience first-hand the pain
that Yaakov had experienced.

The Rosh Yeshivah asserts that we must always give a
person the benefit of the doubt and judge a person positively,
because we rarely know their true situation. People put on a positive
front, but deep down they are churning with pain.

Chazal (Pirkei Avos 2:5) teach, Al tadin es chavercha ad
she’tagia limkomo, “Do not judge your fellowman until you come to
be in his place.” The secular world has a well-known adage, “Don’t
judge a man until you’ve walked a mile in his shoes.” It is not as if
Chazal require secular support; the purpose of the quote is only to
demonstrate that this idea is expressed by an accepted maxim. We
often look at a person and decide that they are doing well, because,
for all appearances, they are. We do not realise that we are looking
at a snapshot of their present state, without taking into account
what has taken place before or what has led to their present state.
We should not judge people in black and white, because, in reality,
the world contains so much gray. Indeed, unless one has lived
exactly as the person he judges, has had similar responsibilities, has
experienced the same challenges, he is not in a proper position to
judge.

Ad she’tagia limkomo, “Until you come to be in his place,”
may be taken literally to mean, “In his geographical position, his
locale.” Every person has a background, a place in which he grew up
and spent his formative years. Before we judge someone, we must
take into account: his background, family, friends and associates.
Early childhood experiences (both positive and negative) can be
critical factors in setting the patterns for the development of one’s
personal destiny in life.

Furthermore, do not judge from afar. Move up close in
order to develop a better perspective of a person. Distance creates
illusions. A person’s identity appears different when we get closer to
the scene. When we set ourselves apart from the community, from
the person we judge, we risk clarity, and, unless we can put
ourselves in exactly the same position as the person we are judging,
we should not judge.

Tagia is related to yegia, which means toil, labour. Perhaps
Chazal are teaching us that we may not judge until we have
expended the same effort to reach the same position as did the
person whom we are judging. We have difficulty understanding why
a person acts in a certain manner. We are envious of an individual’s
position, wondering how he achieved what he did when we are still
busy climbing the ladder. How often do we take into account the
travail, obstacles and many challenges this person had to overcome
before he made it to the top? Would we be willing to do the same?
We question a person’s behaviour and decisions, wondering why
they are so obstinate or inflexible. Do we know what they went
through, the various experiences, hardships and challenges until
they achieved distinction? Perhaps this is what is meant by “Walk a
mile in his shoes.” We do not know what kind of shoes he had when
he walked that mile. They could have been old and worn out, ill-
fitting, torn with holes, allowing water to penetrate or pebbles to cut
the skin. His yegia, toil, should be a critical part of our judgment
process.

Horav Tzvi Hirsch Rabinowitz, zI, was the son and successor
of the venerable Kovner Rav, Horav Yitzchak Elchanan Spektor, zl
(children often changed their family name to avoid conscription into
the Russian army). Shortly after he married, his wife was diagnosed
as clinically insane. She was hospitalised. The doctors who treated
her declared that she would never recover. The young Rav had one
option for freeing himself from the marriage: heter meiah rabbanim.
Since a man may marry more than one woman (Biblically), under
extreme situations, the rabbinical courts which would normally
uphold the cherem, ban, declared by Rabbeinu Gershom, prohibiting
a man from having more than one wife, would permit a man to
secure the permission of one hundred rabbis to take a second
(added) wife.

The citizens of Kovno suggested to their Rav that he avail
himself of this dispensation. Prominent citizens visited him to
encourage him to do what any other man in his position would do.
He demurred. “Absolutely not,” he said. He was not without a
reason. He explained, “If | were to remarry, and my first wife would
(by some remote chance) become cured, this would lead to
behaviour inappropriate for a Rav” (Having two wives would not
look good on his resume. He would be allowed to stay with his
second wife, but would be compelled to divorce his first wife, who
would now be stuck.)

“To avoid this predicament, my only option would be to
remarry and pray to Hashem that He heal all sick people — except for
my first wife [After all, he could not have her become cured and
come home.] Thus, my only out would be to call on Hashem not to
heal all of the sick people of Yisrael. This | cannot do.”

There is no question that everyone in Kovno was rendering
judgment against their Rav. Some lauded him; others excoriated
him; still others must have thought /e should be committed. No one
bothered to think of the pain and anguish that he was experiencing.
They were too busy judging. His yegia meant very little to nothing to
them.

End of the story: Rav Rabinowitz continued praying for his
wife to be healed together with all of the sick people of Yisrael. This
went on for decades until she passed away — having never left the
hospital. He never gave up on her. He never turned his back on her.
He did not remarry until after she died. He lived alone for decades,
because he would not force himself to limit his prayers for sick
people. He exchanged his happiness for faithfulness to his wife. His
integrity was the product of yegia — pure toil. Yet, people probably
judged him. What did they know?

DIPORY SNRLMY DRI TVITAT YT TWER TR
How then can I perpetrate this evil and have sinned against G-d!
(39:9)
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Potiphar’s wife did everything within her power and
resources to beguile and seduce Yosef. True to his earned
appellation of tzaddik, righteous man, he resisted her advances.
According to Rashi, he employed ingratitude as an excuse, asserting
that his master had entrusted him with the total run of the house. To
sin with his wife would be the nadir of ingratitude — not to mention
indecency — and a betrayal of trust. In the beginning of his Shaarei
Teshuvah, Rabbeinu Yonah derives a different tactic from Yosef’s
words — one that should, likewise, apply to each and every one of us.
Yosef made a point to acknowledge his many positive attributes,
character traits and yichus, pedigree, as deterrents from sin. To
paraphrase Horav Avraham Pam, z| (quoted by Rabbi Sholom Smith),
Es pasht nisht! “It is unbecoming for someone like me” to commit
such a base sin.

A person creates a protective barrier against sin when he
stops to think of his Jewish identity. What he is about to do is
certainly inappropriate for someone of his standing. Everyone has
positive worth; some even have noble lineage. He must ask himself:
Is this becoming of me, of someone of my status? Do my ancestors
deserve for me to sully their reputation? These are powerful points.
So why do they not work? After all, people do sin. Not just
spiritually-deficient people, but people who are observant, from
distinguished backgrounds, individuals who possess wonderful
attributes. It is these same individuals who shock the community
when they act in a manner unbecoming someone of their standing.
What happened to their self-identities?

Perhaps we can elucidate this with a with a well-known
parable from Horav Nachman Breslover, zI. There was once a prince
who lived with his father and mother, the king and queen.
Everything went well. He was a fine young man who received a
splendid, well-rounded education, reflective of his aristocratic
background. One day the prince transformed. He suffered what we
might term an identity crisis. He thought that he was a turkey. He no
longer ate with his parents at the dining table, choosing to peck at
crumbs under the table. He did not wear his princely garb. Since
turkeys wear no clothes, he did not either.

It is understandable that the king and queen contacted any
and every professional who might cure their son — to no avail.
Money was of no issue. The finest doctors and psychiatrists were
summoned, but no one succeeded in convincing the prince that he
was anything but a turkey.

One day a gentle - looking man showed up at the palace
requesting to meet the prince, “I hereby offer to cure the prince. |
want no money. | do, however, have one condition: no one,
absolutely no one, may interfere with anything that | do. If you mix
in, it will hamper the therapy and produce negative results.” They
agreed.

The next day, the prince had company underneath the
table. The man had shed his clothes and began pecking crumbs in
the royal dining room, underneath the table. The turkey/prince
looked at him and asked, “Why are you here?” the man countered,
“Why are you here?” The prince replied, “I am a turkey. This is where
| eat.” The man looked at him defiantly and said, “Well, | am also a
turkey, and it is time to eat.” With that, he began to gobble, gobble
like a turkey and peck crumbs from the floor. This went on for a few
days.

One morning, the man said to the prince, “I see no reason
why a turkey should not wear a shirt.” The price thought about it
and said, “You are right.” Soon the two “turkeys” were wearing
shirts. A couple of days passed, and the man asked, “Is there any
reason that turkeys should not be allowed to wear trousers?” The
prince agreed that there was no reason. They now wore trousers
and a shirt. The process continued until they were both fully dressed
“turkeys” pecking at crumbs beneath the table.

Next, the man convinced the prince that nowhere was it
stated that turkeys may neither eat human food nor eat at the table
like humans. Before long, the turkey/prince sat at the table dressed
in his full regalia, eating human food. He continued identifying as a
turkey, but, for all intents and purposes, he was acting like a human
being.

The moral: we are fortunate not to suffer from turkey or
other complexes, but what about our self-perception? Do we
recognise our inherent qualities, our hidden potential? Are we
limiting ourselves either by diminished self-perception or delusion?
Yes, some of us delude ourselves into believing that we are so much
greater than we really are. We cannot fail; we can take chances and
will not fall into the trap of the yetzer hora, evil inclination. We are
wrong on both counts. By diminishing our self-perception, we think
that we have no spiritual worth anyway — so why not sin? By
convincing ourselves that we can walk a tightrope over sin and
maintain perfect balance, we delude ourselves until we fall and fail.

Rabbeinu Yonah’s tactic works only for he who does not
suffer from a weakened self-perception. In that case, then he really
is a turkey.

Va’ani Tefillah

NARD AW 2T 9D 2 W 1M
V’sein sachar tov ’chol ha’botchim b’Shimcha be’emes.
And give a good reward to those who truly trust in Your Name.

We have an added category of Jew for whom we pray:
those who are Botchim b’Shimcha be’emes, “Truly trust in Your
Name.” There are many who talk the talk, proclaiming their trust in
the Almighty. When it comes to walking the walk, to placing trust in
Hashem at a time when the challenges are too much to endure,
however, be’emes, “truly,” comes to the fore. Placing one’s trust in
Hashem when the “sun is shining” and times are good is common. It
is when the sky begins to cloud over and become dark, when a
person is confronted with the (perceived) bad times, with the
challenges and travail, that the veracity of his spiritual mettle is put
to the test. One who trusts even through times that appear “bad” —
he is one who truly trusts in Hashem.

Who are those unique individuals who have developed
such powerful trust in Hashem? Horav Shimon Schwab, zl, relates
that these are the 36 tzaddikim, the Lamed Vav, righteous Jews who
are bound up in Hashem, whose faith in Him knows no bound and
no fear — regardless of what happens in their lives. We pray to
Hashem to grant them “good reward,” sachar tov, which, according
to Rav Schwab, means that they have the ability to benefit others.

Thus, in the case of bitachon, we ask that they inspire others

with true bitachon.

This publication is available worldwide via email and e-readers.
For info call: ISRAEL 02 532 6058 / USA (216) 371-7609 / UK 0208 420 4821
or e-mail: peninim@dvar.info
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Kinder Torah.

Parashas Vayeshev

a

Every Word Is
Heard

(1
Yosef brought an evil report (about

his brothers) to their father Yaakov”
(Bereshis 37:2). The Medrash Rabba
(84:7) explains that Yosef reported that
the brothers were eating meat that was
not shechted (properly slaughtered). Sec-
ondly, they were considering marrying
girls that were not suited for them.
Thirdly, they were degrading the sons of
the handmaids, Bilhah and Zilpa, calling
them servants. Hashem punished Yosef,
middah kineged middah (in exact accor-
dance with the crime committed). For
reporting that they ate unshechted meat,
the brothers shechted a goat to dip Yo-
sef's coat in its blood. In exchange for the
report about unsuitable wives, Yosef was
sent to prison by Potiphar’s wife. For
reporting that some of his brothers called
the others servants, Yosef was sold into
slavery.

Kinderlach . . .
: As we have said many times before,

i speech is so very important. Hashem hears §

i every word. Yosef spoke badly, and was
i punished for each and every bad thing

i that he said. We surely do not want to
speak badly about people. How do we
guard our tongues? The Chofetz Chaim

: explained all of the laws in his famous

i book, “Chofetz Chaim”. B’ezras Hashem,
: we should follow the directions of Rav

i Yehuda Zev Segel and learn two laws

i from the book every day. Then we will

"

i never speak any loshon hora!

Against All Odds

Last week’s parasha ended with an en-

tire chapter (43 verses!) listing the de-
scendants of Eisav. Parshas Vayeishev
subsequently begins by describing one
descendant of Yaakov, namely Yosef.
Rashi writes that Yaakov saw the whole
list of Eisav’s family members, (who were
all his enemies, dedicated to destroy him),
and wondered how he could conquer all
of them. Rashi answers with a parable. A
flax dealer came to the market with his
camels laden with flax. A blacksmith
wondered, “How will this huge volume
of flax be able to enter into the shop?”
One bright person came along and said,
“Don’t worry, one spark from your
hammer can burn up all of the flax.” One
tiny spark can reduce a huge volume of

flax to nothing. Similarly, one man, Yosef
HaTzaddik, can defeat all of Eisav’s ar-
mies.

This is also one of the messages of Cha-

nukah. The special prayers for Chanukah
state that Hashem delivered the many
into the hands of the few. The Greeks
tried to prevent the Jews from keeping
mitzvos. Judah HaMaccabe and those
Jews loyal to Hashem and the Torah
fought against the mighty Greek Empire.

They were tremendously outnumbered.
This did not deter their emunah (faith)
and bitachon (trust) in Hashem. They
knew that they had to keep the mitzvos,
no matter what the odds. They were vic-
torious. They did what Hashem wanted;
therefore, He gave them the siyata dish-
maya (heavenly assistance) to succeed.

SN EEEEssEEEEEEEEEEEsEEEERssEEEEssaEEERssaEs .

' Kinderlach . . .

i Size and might mean nothing when it

i comes to Hashem’s Torah and mitzvos.

: Just as Hashem gave Yosef the siyata

i dishmaya to overcome forces much
greater than him, so too He will give us

: siyata dishmaya to overcome big chal-

i lenges. How am I ever going to get all of
: this homework done? How will | ever

i make shalom with that neighbor? Every-
i one is going to the park and I cannot go;
: how can | ever face them all? | will be so
embarrassed. Don't worry kinderlach.

1 Hashem helped Yosef Hatzaddik over-

i come his challenges. He helped the

i Chashmonayim defeat their enemies.

i When you do what He wants, He will
Eb’help you too.

essssssEEsEEEEEEEEE RS EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE *

The Darkness

(19
I have a riddle for you, Chaim.”

“Go ahead, Avi.”

“What is underground, dark, with just a
small hole to let in light?”

“Ummm, a pipe?”

“No, bigger.”

“A tunnel?”

“No.”

“Ummm, | give up.”

“A Biblical prison.”

“Really? That is fascinating. How do you
know that?”

“From this week’s parasha. Rabbeinu
Bechaye describes the prison into which
Yosef was thrown. It was like a house
built underground.”

“How deep was it?”

“A lot deeper than you think. Rabbeinu
Bechaye compares it to the golus (exile)
of Klal Yisrael.”

“That is true even today. We are deep in
the darkness.”

“Exactly. However, we have much to be
thankful for. As the verse states, ‘And
Hashem was with Yosef” (Bereshis 39:21).
Just as the Shechina (Divine Presence) was
with Yosef in that prison, so too, Hashem
is with us in this deep, dark golus.”

“Tell me more.”

“Rabbeinu Bechaye goes on and describes
many parallels between our golus and
Yosef's interment. His suffering in the
prison is similar to our suffering among
the nations. Hashem gave Yosef charisma
in the eyes of the prison guards (Bereshis
39:21). Similarly, he gives us a charisma in
the eyes of the nations. But the best part
is the end.”

“Where they take Yosef up out of
prison.”

“Yes. So too, we will be redeemed from
this golus. That is why we pray, “yaaleh
vi'yavo™ (rise up and come), because the
end of this golus will be like rising up
from a pit.”

“Speedily and in our days.”

“Amen.”

i Kinderlach . . .

i Don't be afraid of the dark. The golus is
very dark. However, we have the light —
1 Hashem. He is with us. He protects us. He
i gives us charm. He loves us. And He will  }
i redeem us. Keep praying to him. Ask Him

i to bring us up out of the darkness. With

i His help, we will be in the light ... very

: soon.

All rights reserved to the author < Please direct all inquiries concerning this publication to (02) 585-2216. #1047#
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The Flame and The Fire

37:1 “ mian yaxa apyr awn
W ywa iax”

“Yaakov settled in the Land
of his father’s sojourning, in
the Land of Kna’an.” The Torah tells us that
Yaakov settled in the Land of Eretz Kna’an,
and the following Posuk says, “apy' nit72in n'7xi
noi” — these are the progeny of Yaakov, Yosef
— and then proceeds to tell us of the incident of
Yosef being sold by his brothers to
Yishma’eilim, and ultimately sold to
Mitzrayim, which was the beginning of the
exile for Klal Yisroel. Why does the Torah
need to repeat here that Yosef was the progeny
of Yaakov, that which we certainly already
know?

“Yaakov settled” can be explained
with a Moshol. There was a certain flax
merchant whose camel entered a town laden
with flax. The blacksmith asked where all the
flax can be stored?
who answered him, “One spark can go forth
from your bellows which will burn it all up.”
Similarly, Yaakov saw all of Eisav’s chiefs. He
wondered, and said, “Who would conquer all of
them.” The following Posuk says, “ niT2in n7x
qor' apy” —“These are the offspring of Yaakov:
Yosef,” implying that Yosef is the solution to
the problem of the chiefs of Eisav. It says in
Ovadiah 1:18 “,nan% qorir nal ,wX 2py' N Nl
wi?7 1wy nar” — “The house of Yaakov shall be
fire, the house of Yosef shall be a flame, and
the house of Eisav shall be straw.” A spark
shall go forth from Yosef which will annihilate
and burn them all up. (")

Rashi tells us that Yaakov is like the
fire and Yosef is like the flame, and together
they will destroy Eisav, who is like straw.
Why is it that Yosef is the one who is like the
flame? There are Tzaddikim who are only
Mashgiach upon themselves; they only ensure
that they follow the proper path, but are not
concerned with others around them. They are
like a standing fire.
Tzaddikim who are not only Mashgiach
themselves, but they are also Mashgiach upon
others. They seek to help elevate those around
them, and have a far reach in inspiring others.
They are like a flame, which does not stand
still, but moves around, and can have a far-
reaching impact. This second type of Tzaddik
was the Bechina of Yosef Hatzaddik. Yosef’s
mother said, “3nX |2 7 'T qo1” — that there
should be an additional son, for Yosef always
had an effect on others. Bereishis 37:2 “ Nini
nn72 12 X W17 — Yosef saw that the children
of the maidservants were not being treated
well, and he tried to rectify the situation. “xan
DN'ax 78 ny1 onaT nX qoi” — When Yosef saw
his brothers acting in a way he deemed was
improper, he went to tell their father, for he
felt responsible for them. He wanted to do
everything he could to have a positive impact
on others — he was everyone’s Mashgiach.

There was a clever man

There are other

Just as there are Tzaddikim, who seek to do
good for others although there is no benefit for
themselves, so too on the other side there is
Eisav, who is from the side of the Nachash.
The Nachash is the lowest of all animals, for
when it lets out its venom into its enemies, it
has no Hana’ah, while all other animals,
although they may be causing harm to others,
when they bite and their venom goes into their
enemies, they have some Hana’ah from it.
Yosef is the Tzaddik who seeks to help others
without him receiving any Hana’ah, and
therefore it is appropriate that he is the one
who is the flame, the one who will destroy
Eisav, who seeks to harm others although he
has no Hana’ah from it. (Ax1an Mo x)

Rashi says that Yaakov sought to
dwell in peace. Yaakov sought to show and
teach his children how to withstand the
Nisoyon of wealth. With the Nisoyon of
poverty, Yaakov had already been tested, and
he had the terrible Tzoros of dealing with
Eisav and Lavan. He taught his children how
to withstand those Nisyonos and still serve
Hakodosh Boruch Hu properly. One should
not question Hakodosh Boruch Hu as to why
he is in the position of poverty, but should
accept it. However, wealth with tranquility is
that which Yaakov did not have previously.
There were times that he did have wealth, but
he had to deal with the Tzoros of Eisav and
Lavan. He now sought to dwell in tranquility
to show and teach his children that even when
one is wealthy and is dwelling in complete
tranquility, he must never forget Hakodosh
Boruch Hu and make sure to serve Him
properly. The Medrash tells us that while
Yaakov sought tranquility, what occurred was
qoI'yw I — was the incident with Yosef. What
the Medrash is telling us is that Yaakov was
receiving a message that it was not his Avodah
to teach his children how to withstand the
Nisoyon of wealth and tranquility. His
Avodah was to teach his children how to
withstand the Nisoyon of poverty and
disarray, and still serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu
properly — and he did a wonderful job of
showing and teaching his children. However,
it was his son, Yosef, who was to teach Klal
Yisroel how to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu
through wealth and tranquility. We know
that Yosef became wealthy in the house of
Potifar, as the Posuk says that he was an “w~
n'xn” and when he became the second in
command of Mitzrayim, he had both wealth
and tranquility. Through it all, “qor nx '1+1”
— Yosef always had Hakodosh Boruch Hu with
him. He always served Hakodosh Boruch Hu
in the proper manner. It is from Yosef
Hatzaddik that we learn that even with
wealth and tranquility, that one
remember that it is all from Hashem and serve
Him properly. (quow "inn)

must

When Yaakov Avinu came to the
land of the sojourn of his father, he felt that it
was the beginning of his children being
strangers and going into Golus. The entire
Parshah of Yosef going down to Mitzrayim and
of the incident of Yehudah and Tamar, were
all a precursor of the future Golus to come.
Yosef being sold down to Mitzrayim was the
beginning of Golus Mitzrayim, and the
Parshah of Yehudah and Tamar is a reference
to the exiles Klal Yisroel would endure until
they would ultimately be Zoche to the final
Geulah, which will be with the coming of
Moshiach, who will come from Peretz — who
came from the union of Yehudah and Tamar.
Yaakov was distressed as to what was about to
happen his children, the severe Golus they
would need to endure, and wondered who
would be able to conquer them. The Torah
comes to give a Nechama to Yaakov Avinu,
and states that it would be the Zechus of his
beloved son, Yosef Hatzaddik, who would lead
the way for Klal Yisroel to withstand the
Golus, specifically Golus Yavan. Klal Yisroel
would be saved from the Gezeira of DaI'vIX in
the Zechus of Yosef, as it says in the Seforim

Hakdoshim, that “oarvax” is the same
Gematria of “qoI” — as it was the Zechus of
Yosef which neutralized the wicked

Antiyochos. (Qpu 1)

Yaakov was preparing for the future
of Klal Yisroel. He sought to prepare Klal
Yisroel for all situations, so that they always
know that they must serve Hakodosh Boruch
Hu, and how to accomplish it. The Torah tells
us that it was not for Yaakov to do it alone, but
it would be his son, Yosef, who would take
upon his shoulders to teach Klal Yisroel how
to act in times of Golus, and in times of wealth
and tranquility. Yosef was a true Tzaddik,
and when it came time to be tested with
matters of Zenus, he held firmly to the Ribbono
Shel Olam, as well as when he became one of
the most powerful people in the world, he once
again held on firmly to the Ribbono Shel Olam.
Yosef learned from his father, as Rashi tells us
that Yaakov saw the image of his father, and
that is what gave him the strength to
overcome his Nisoyon of Zenus. The Yivanim
were immoral people. It was the Zechus of
Yosef Hatzaddik who saved us — and it was
Yosef who taught us that we should never
forget the Ribbono Shel Olam, even in times of
wealth and tranquility. Chanukah is coming
and we must prepare for it.
strengthen ourselves in our Avodas Hashem,
and we must know that no matter what the

We must

situation; a place of poverty and confusion, or
a place of wealth and tranquility, we must
never question the Ribbono Shel Olam, and we
must know that it is all from Him. May we be
Zoche to have a truly Lichtigah Chanukah.

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetel@gmail.com Thank you, Y. Schechter
————
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Reflections on a Heavenly Occupation

By Jonathan Jarashow on behalf of the Noah’s Spark/Ner Chai Foundation

“Hashem said, ‘Let the one who is skilled as a shepherd of the flock...come and shepherd My people.”” (Shemot Rabbah 2:2)

In Bereshit 47:3, after Joseph reconciles with his brothers, he introduces them to Pharaoh. The Egyptian ruler then asks his brothers,
"What is your occupation?" And they respond, "Your servants are shepherds, both we and our forefathers." Indeed, our Rabbis tells
us that many of our great forefathers were shepherds: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Aaron, Joseph, and David are referred to as
the “seven shepherds,” for they shepherd Israel as a shepherd leads his flock. In this way, they imitate the ways of Hashem—the
Ultimate Shepherd.

Both R. Menachem Schneerson, the most recent Lubavitcher Rebbe, and R. Abraham Isaac Kook point to the unique advantages of
the shepherd’s secluded lifestyle. While engaged with their flocks of sheep or goats, shepherds are insulated from the distractions of
society. This allows them to contemplate Hashem and His creations, and to serve Him with great dedication.

Italian Torah scholar R. Menahem Recanati singles out two of the seven shepherds, Jacob and David, for comparison. He even
refers to them as twins because of the many parallels in their lives. For example, Chazal teach, "Yaakov Avinu lo meit” —Jacob did
not really die, because he lives on through his descendants. The same is said about David, “David Melech Yisrael Chai VeKayam,”
that he lives on forever.

In addition, the great shepherds Jacob and David both refer to Hashem as the Great Shepherd who takes care of His people.

Jacob was the first to call Hashem a Shepherd, in Bereshit 48:15. Jacob spent most of his life as a shepherd, so he was uniquely
qualified to appreciate how Hashem had been a shepherd to him for every minute of his remarkable but tragedy-filled life. As Jacob
says:

MR N W 137307 NN 1397 DA PN DN AT AN Tive vavatT
“The God in whose ways my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, The God who has been my shepherd from my birth to this day.”

David also compares Hashem to a shepherd in his most famous psalm, the “Lord is my shepherd” (Psalms 23). As a lifelong
shepherd himself before becoming king, he was able to describe the aspects of God’s shepherding in great detail:

TR T WY RS T

A psalm of David. The Lord is my shepherd; | lack nothing.

NiNI2 XYY 1Y 078 nin 201

He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me to water in places of repose;
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He renews my life; He guides me in right paths as befits His name.
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Though | walk through a valley of deepest darkness, | fear no harm, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff—they comfort me.
R 11210 7901 POTV R0 W3 R 71T TW? o

Only goodness and steadfast love shall pursue me all the days of my life, and | shall dwell in the house of the Lord for many long
years.

Both Jacob and David were shepherds tending to their own flocks, all the while being shepherded themselves by the great Shepherd
above.

Another unfortunate similarity between Jacob and David is the inordinate amount of suffering each experienced in his own life.
Despite these major tragedies —family members who tried to kill them, children who were abused or killed, and discord between the
children of different wives, each persevered and managed to keep their flocks in tact. Thus, they were able continue the legacy of
their forefathers and pass it on to the next generation of shepherds.

In this week’s parsha, Vayeshev, Jacob is told that his beloved son Joseph has been killed by a wild beast, and he cannot be
consoled. Even though he accepts G-d’s actions, he can’t understand them immediately. The tremendous pain he feels drives the
shechina of Hashem away for 22 years. So he doesn’t have closure, and feels that he never will until, the end of his days when he
will reunite with Joseph. As the verse states:

T2 vizvo3 PHIR0) ATIY T DInmy Rt TINR 370N YA PRwn

“All Jacob’s sons and daughters sought to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted, saying, “No, | will go down mourning to my
son in the next world.”

Many commentators on this verse point to parallels in the language used by David when he suffers the loss of his infant child with
Batsheva in Samuel II: 12,23:
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“But now that he is dead, why should | fast? Can | bring him back again? | shall go to him, but he will never come back to me.”

As similar as the language of a “reunion after death” is in these two verses, there are significant differences between the reactions of
the great shepherds to the heart wrenching loss.

David’s son became ill. He fasted and prayed, but to no avail. His child died. He accepted his fate, and moved on with his life. Not
long after the death of his first son, Batsheva gave birth to King Solomon who continued the legacy of kingship passed down by
Jacob’s son, Judah. This continuity gave King David a certain measure of satisfaction, relief and closure. David the shepherd
overcame the loss of one of his flock, persevered, and had the strength to move forward to continue his legacy.

For Jacob, closure came only in retrospect after 22 years of thinking his legacy was destroyed, and that his beloved son was killed.
When he finally saw that Joseph was alive after all these years there was in fact closure. For he says to Joseph after seeing that he is
still a good Jew even as Viceroy of Egypt: “now that | have seen your face | am ready to die “. All 12 of his sons would be able to
pass on his legacy as holy shepherds of Hashem.

| am particularly attached to this parsha Vayeshev because at this time 19 years ago, our beloved Noah Raphael was taken from us.
It was at the tender age of four years old after living with Tay-Sachs. The loss was obviously devastating. Our darling five-year-old
son Don was then left without a brother which caused him tremendous sadness.

My wife Judi and | were so shattered that now, in retrospect, it is difficult to remember how we ever moved on.

But we all had faith and persevered. We were blessed with three healthy boys to be our sons and Don’s brothers, they should live
and be well.

And we saw the fulfillment of the verse from King David’s Psalms 147 that we see each day in our prayers:

RD1J "W 2. Wanm nagyyn
He heals the brokenhearted and bandages up their wounds.

Like our forefather Jacob, we have had to wait many years for the healing we desperately desired. But our great and almighty
Heavenly Shepherd has rewarded our trust in Him by ultimately bringing us healing and comfort.

Our children born after Noah began the cycle of comfort. And this year we are so thankful to welcome a grandson whose name is
Ahron Noah, he should live and be well.

May the great Heavenly shepherd protect our grandson, his parents, his uncles, and his grandparents and allow us to continue as

devoted members of His flock. And may we be able to see that his actions are those of a wise Shepherd who would never abandon
his flock, and would certainly never steer them wrong. Shabbat Shalom.

Please consider a donation to the foundation we created in memory of our beloved son, Noah Raphael Jarashow, A”’H. Itis a
tax free organization and we will immediately send you a receipt.
You can also contribute using Paypal, just click on the link below:

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=10361076

Or send your check to:
Noah's Spark Foundation,
c/o Jarashow
15 Arcadian Dr.
Spring Valley NY 10977

Thank you.
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RAMAPOST FREE WEEKLY DIVREI TORAH

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL PRINTED & DISTRIBUTED BY RAMAPOST

Ramapost currently offers the following Divrei Torah:
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Areivim Sichat Hashavua Hitkashrut Tiv Hakehila R’ Gamliel’s Shmuz
R’ Shmuel Gluck (Hebrew) (Hebrew) R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz
(English) (English & Hebrew) (Hebrew)
Printed Monthly

370 nnan

Chut Shel Chessed

Shvilei Pinchas Peninim on the Torah Meoros Hatzadikkim

R’ Pinches Friedman & Kinder Torah Dvar Torah & Weekly Yahrzeits R’ Shalom Arush

(English & Hebrew) R’ A.L. Scheinbaum & R’ Simcha Betzalel (English) (Hebrew)
(English)

Mizmor L'Dovid

Mizmor L’Dovid Parsha Pshetel Divrei Siach Torah Wellsprings

Rav Brazil
R’ Dovid Gurwitz R’ Yankie Schechter R’ Kanievsky R’ Elimelech Biderman (English)
(English) (English) (Hebrew) (English)

Email mitzvos@ramapost.com to sign up for a weekly subscription.
Be sure to include a quantity for each Dvar Torah.
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YOUR FREE
AD HERE!

ATTENTION READERS:

Divrei Torah with Available Space:
Tiv Hakehila - Shvilei Pinchas - Meoros Hatzadikkim
Divrei Siach - Torah Wellsprings - Rav Brazil

We now offer FREE advertising
in select Divrei Torah printed and
distributed by Ramapost.

Ad space varies by week
and is first come, first serve.

FIRST/CLASS

LEASING

SEND YOUR AD TO
MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM
TO SECURE YOUR AD SPACE.

Thank you & happy reading!
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SECURITY &R COMMUNICATONS

. RAMAPROMO

LOGO ,* Showcase PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
vour logo A Partner of Your Personal Touch®

on ANY BUSINESSES - ORGANIZATIONS - NON-PROFITS - EVENTS

product CAMPAIGNS - TRADE SHOWS - GRAND OPENINGS

{Y;;,URL ' . “The Backdrop to your Brand”
LOGO ‘ Co info@ramapromo.com | 845.445.9600 | www.RamaPromo.com

382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952
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